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LETTER DA~ED 11 APRIL 1955 FROM THE REPRE8ENTATIVE OF ISRAEL
ADDRESSED TO THE PRE8IDENT m"' THE 8ECURITY COUNCIL

I have the honour to refer to the meeting ~f the' Secui~it! Council helo.

on 1'1ednesday 6 April 1955.. .
Since that meeting disperseo. the following events have occurred:

. .
1. The l·IUceo. Armistice Commiss'ion has substantively upheld the Israeli

complaint on the E!3YPtian attacl~ near Nahal Oz On 3 April. The Commission has
founo. this t~ be an "unprovoked. attack by Egyptian milita,ry posit~.ons against

an Israel rOlltine security patr'J1" ¡-1ith the result that 2 Israeli soldiers

,,,ere killed 'anO. '12 '''oundeo., anO. has "expresseo. concern atthese J'epeateq, anO.

continuous acts of am~ression against Israel by Egypt. T'

On 6 Ápril I informeo. the 8ecurity Council that Israeli troops" sellt

to extricate the patrol~ were subjected to heavy firing from the Ecy'ptian

position anO. ,,,ere compelleo. to 1?ring al~.uoured vehicles into action in order

to enable the casualties to be withdrawn. The l-lixeo. Armistice Commission has
, .

found that this constituted what the Chairman calleO. "technical violations" of

the Armistice Agreement. The Chairman went on to repudiate any tmplication

that lIin his opinion the Israelis !ired first", epd to point out that in

re1ation to such technical violations lIspecial circumstances shoulo. be taken

into account."

Thus the report Which I gave to the Security Council on 6 Apri1 has

been fully vindicated. It has been estab1ished that there was an unprovoked

Egyptianattack to which Israel responded.

2. The Mixeo. Armistice Commission has condemneo. Egypt for two further

violations of the General Armistice Agr~ement, in addition to the resolutions

which I read to the Security Council on 6 Apri1. These new condemnations

relate to items 9 rolO. 10 of the list which I submitted in o.ocument 8/3385.
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3. A further EGYPtian violation has now occurred with very grave results at

l<hirbet 1.laayan in "ljhe Nirim m'ea. On 9 April at approximately 1500 hours an

Israel cOlmnand car on routine patrol iras bloinl up by a land mine at this place.

One Israel Boldier was killed on the spot, and another later died of his

ireunds. The vehicle ims wrecl<::ed. At about 1630 hours a secolld Israel pntrol

¡-¡as attacked from an E13YPtian position situated about 200 meters distant from

the point ¡fhere the first patrol had been attacl.ed. The Israel patrol in this

case returned the fire in self-defence.

~Iy Government has called rOl' an emergency meeting of the Mixed Ar.mistice

Commission to discuss tIlis incident, w~ich I shall also bring to the notice

oí the 8ecurity Council.

4. Other incidents which have occurred sinee the 8eeurity Couneills meeting

on 6 April are as follows:

(i) On 6 April en Israel position north oi' Kisufim uaa attaeked b;y a

group of 8 Eg;Yl)tians armed ¡rith 2 machine guns who took up a position

inside Israel from which they were later foreed to withdraw.

(ii) On 8 April at 1000 hours an Israel observation post in the Kisufim

area spotted a group of 6 armed EgJ~tians on the Israel side of the

?-emarcation line. The post fired ¡'larnincs shots aud the csroup

withdrew to Egyptian eontrolled territory. TO,cover their withdrawal

81 mm. mortar fire was opened on the Israel observat!on post from a

nearby Egyptian position~

(:1.ii) On 8 April at 1030 hours a group of 5 E¡:yptians opened fire on a

routine Israel patrol near Nirim.

(iv) On 9 April shots were fired on Macsen villacse and on civilian traffic

in the vicinity from the direction of Zeita in Egyptian controlled

territory.

The tension ereated by Egj~tian assaults is mounting, and the Armistice is

gravely threatened. Accordingly, I respectfully request that the consideration

by the Security Council of the Israeli conrplaint inscribed on the A~enda of

6 April be resumed with the utmost urgency.

I nave the honour to request that this letter be circulated to the mcmbers

of the 8ecurity Council.

Please accept, Sir, etc.
.... .•. .~,_....-_"~ _ .....__ .-.-0 . " " -, <:-;';l-~;:""'¡"'''~(Signed) Abba Eban. ..:.._~ I
t: p" . . 1 J' Permanent Representative of
¡~ ~... . ~_ ,,,,.v->l ••~ Israel to the United Nations
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