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NOTE BY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

1, At the 68th plenary meeting of its forty-third session, on 5 December 1988,
the General Assembly adopted resolution 43/51, entitled "Declaration on the
Prevention and Removal of Disputes and Situations Which May Threaten International
Peace and Security and on the Role of the United Nations in this Fileld". 1/

2. In paragraph 1 of that resolution, the General Assembly approved the
Declaration on the Prevention and Removal of Disputes and Situations Which May
Threaten International Peace and Security and on the Role of the United Nations in
this Field, the text of which was annexed to the resolution.

3. In the Declaration, the General Assembly:

"1, Solemnly declares that:

"6, Any State party to a dispute or directly concerned with a situation,
particularly if it intends to request a meeting of the Security Council,
should approach the Council, directly or indirectly, at an early stage and, if
appropriate, on a confidential basis;

7. The Security Council should consider holding from time to time
meetings, including ac a high level with the participation, in particular, of
Ministers for Foreign Affairs, or consultations to review the international
situation and search for effective ways of improving it;

"8. In the course of the preparation for the prevention or removal of
particular disputes or situations, the Security Council should consider making
use of the various means at its disposal, including the appointment of the
Secretary-General as rapporteur for a specified question:

"9, When a particular dispute or situation is brought to the attention

of the Security Council without a meeting being requested, the Council should
consider holding consultations with a view to examining the facts of the
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dispute or situation and keeping it under review, with the assistance of the
Secretary-General when needed; the States concerned should have the
opportunity of making their views known;

"10. In such consultations, consideration should be given to employing
such informal methods as the Security Council deems appropriate, including
confidential contacts by its President;

"11l. In such consultations the Security Council should consider,
inter alia:

"(a) Reminding the States concerned to respect their obligationsg under
the Charter;

"(b) Making an appeal to the States concerned to refrain from any action
which might give rise to a dispute or lead to the deterioration of the dispute
or situation;

“(¢) Making an appeal to the States concerned to take action which might
help to remove, or to prevent the continuation or deterioration of, the
dispute or situation;

"12, The Security Council should consider sending, at an early stage,
fact-finding or good offices missions or establishing appropriate forms of
United Nations presence, including observers and peace-keeping operations, as
a means of preventing the further deterioration of the dispute or situation in
the areas concerned;

"13. The Security Council should consider encouraging and, where
appropriate, endorsing efforts at the regional level by the States concerned
or by regional arrangements or agencies to prevert or remove a dispute or
situation in the region concerned;

"14., Taking into consideration any procedures that have already been
adopted by the States directly concerned, the Security Council should consider
recommending to them appropriate procedures or methods of settlement of
disputes or adjustment of situations, and such terms of settlement as it deems
appropriate;

“15. The Security Council, if it is appropriate for promoting the
prevention and removal of disputes or situations, should, at an early stage,
consider making use of the provisions of the Charter concerning the
possibility of requesting the International Court of Justice to give an
advisory opinion on any legal question."

Notes

1/ Not reproduced in the present document; for the full text, see document
A/RES/43/51.



