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In- the'absence'of'the-President-, Mr. Cabral {Guineau-Bissau), Vice~-President,

took ' the Chair.

The meeting was called to order at 3.15 p.m.

AGENDA ITEM 37 (continued)

(a) REFORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE EXERCISE OF THE INALIENABLE RIGHTS OF THE
PALESTINIAN PEOPLE (A/43/35)

(b) REFORTS OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL (A/43/272 and A/43/691)

(c) DRAFT RESOIUTIONS (A/43/L.50, A/43/L.51 and A/43/1.52)

Mr. AL-ROWAS (Oman) (interpretation from Arabic): I am pleased to convey

to the Assembly greetings from the Sultan and the people of Oman and to express
their best wishes for the success of our meetings.

The Sultanate of Oman advocates the principle of dialogue and is convinced
that regional conflicts should be settled by peaceful means.

This year it has been possible to find solutions to a considerablie number of
international and regional problems. The question.of Palestine is one of the most
important problems facing us. It affects the people not only of the Middle East
but of the world. It is one of the most important items on the agenda of the
General Assembly. It is considered every year. Indeed, it was the first
substantive question that the United Nations had to face when it was established.

Particularly in the light of the clear decision made by the Palestine Maticnal
Council in Algiers and the welcome given it by the internaticnal community, the
internativcnal situation is riper now than it has been in the past for a speedy,
just and lasting solution to the question of Palestine.

On behalf of the Sultanate of Oman, I take this opportunity of welcoming the
historic statement made Yesterday here by the Palestinian leader,

Mr. Yasser Arafat. That statement contains the essential elements for a solution
to the problem that would provide for secure boundaries for all the parties

concerned.
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The vote by the overwhelming majority of the countries of the world to
transfer the General Assenbly séssion to Geneva to discuss the Palestin ian question
is additional proof, if proof were needed, of international support on the
Palestinian question. what must be stressed here is the emergence of new factors
related to the Palestinian struggle, which the international community must take
into account so that the International Conference on the Middle East may be held as
soon as possible. |

First there is the intifadah, the peaceful uprising against occupation of
unarmed civilians using stones - civilians that aspire to a better future in which
they, 1like other peoples, can live in peace and enjoy independence. Then there is
the new political t:hinki‘ng ‘that inspired the convening of the Palestine Mational
Council, and the PLO's support for the holding of a peace conference on the Middle
East on the basis of Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973) and
other relevant'Unitued Nations resolutions. Thisg has made the Palestinian position
| with regard to the convening of the Conference mich more clear and precise, and the
parties ooncerned have been reassured as to the credibil ity of the Arab side and
its genuine desire to achieve a just and lasting peace in the region.

With regard to the resolutions adopted by the Palestine National Council at
its Algiers mee tings, the Sultanate of Oman sees them as a clear sign of its
Palestinian brothers® desire to take positive measures to create favourable
condi tions for the convening of the Peace Conf.erence.’ The Sultanate of Oman
unreser vedly supports those decisions and resolutions and in so doing recognizes
the independent Palestinian State in conformity with international law and General
Asgembly resolution 181 (IT) . Por that State is legally and socially capable of
protecting human rights and the rights of the Palestinian people in the present
circumstances, pParticularly since Jordan severed its legal and administrative links

with the West Bank.
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Israel continues its rejection of those peaceful solutions and its arbi trary
policy against the unarmed Palestinian people, as can be seen from the report of
the Special Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights
of the Populatior of the Occupied Arab territories which asserts that Israel is
‘continuing its iron-fist policy against the unarmed Palestinian people and thus
violating all internrational norms and standards, in particular the 1549 Geneva
Convention. The Committee's repor: is an international document providing proof of
the horrendous practices perpetrated by Israel against unarmed civilians in
occupied Arab territcries.

A few days ago the international ommunity celebrsted the fortieth anniver sary
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Ir so doing it has taken ano ther
step towards affirmation of the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people to
self-determination and the creation of an independent State.

Through the United Nations and the General Assembly we appeal t the whole
world to increase its efforts in response to the Palestinian initiative and to work
towards the achievement of peace based on justice and equity and the relevant
Ui ted Nations resolutions, so that the peoples of the Middle East may live in
stability and peace, like other peoples throughout the werid.

Mr. SALIH (Sudan) (interpretation from Arabic): I am honoured to address
the General Assembly for the seoond time at the current session as it resumes its
work at the European Headjuar ters of this international Organization. For the
first time, extraordinary circumstances have Prevented the General Assembly from
continuing its work at its Principal Headquarters. This has resul ted from the
failure of the host country to reverse its decision denying Mr . Yasser Arafat,
Chairman of the Executive Committee of the Palegtine Liberation Organization (PLO),

access to the United Nations in New York,
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(Mr. Salih, Sudan)

Our meeting here in Geneva reflects the consensus of the internationai
community and its insistence on hearing the Paiestinian viewpnint as represented in
the statement of the Palestinian lesder, Mr. Yasser Arafat. The General Asgembly
resolutions of last November also Clearly demonstrated the sgolidarity of the
international will, and the international community 's commitment to respect for
international agreements and its desire to meet its obligations. The General

Asgembly also expressed indignation and regret at the host country‘s decision.

The PLO is almpat 25 Years old, and it has suffered one murder after another
ingide the occupied territories. The leaders of the Palestinian people have now
taken the initiative of political dialogue within the framework of the United
Nations and regional forums. 1In the internationail arena they have always extended
the olive branch and sought peace despite all the obstacles that have been put in
their way. The cfforts of the PLO and itg pPerseverance in the face of the many
difficulties it has enocountered have never faltered, and they have always enjoyed
the confidence of all Palestinian pPeople within and outside the occupied
territories. The Palestinian people have expressed their confidence in the PLO ag
their sole and legitimate representative and have pursued their i;"_ti_fu@ia_h for more
than a year. Thig intifadah has astonished the world and lifted the veil used by
the forces of aggression and racism in an effort v persuade public opinion that
the Palestinianp people had surrendered to their fate,

The revolution of the stones came about because unarmed Palestinian chiidren
had but one weapon: their belief in the sanctity and necessity of struggle. The
intifadah came to shake all the strategies used against them. It roused the

international comnunity from the sleep into which it had been lulled by the forces
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of those who wanted to suppress the freedom and dignity of the Palestinian people.
The denonstrations grew more intense and finally found expression in the

resolutions adopted by the Palestinian National Council in Algiers last November.
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As the Chairman of the Executive Committee of the Palestine Liberation
Organization, Mr. Yasser Arafat, said in his comprehensive, historic statement
yesterday before this international gathering, those regsolutions constituted an
important turning-point and an unprecedented positive development in the
Palestinian revolution, invoking as they did the inherent and historical rights of
the Palestinian people based on international legitimacy, and the political
statement by the Palestine National Council (PNC) contained a peace initiative on
behalf of the Palestiniana that recognized resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973)
and also referred to the importance of convening the nternational Peace Conference
on the Middle East.

The General Assembly has been congidering the question of Palestine at many
sessions. The origins and the dimensions of the question have become clear and the
international community is fully aware of them all, since the General Assenbly has
on a number of occasions adopted resolutions on the subject that form part of the
documentation of the international Organization. The inmediate recognition of tl;e
fledgling Palestinian State reaffirms that the international community is convinced
of the legitimacy and the justice of the Palestinian cause and that the elements
for the establishment of a State are in place, for the Palestinians who are not
refugees; they are the people of Palestine. Hence the subjugation of the Gaza
Strip or the West Bank to the sovereignty of any 5State is illogical and cannct be
accepted within the current political frameworks; and the Israeli military
occupation cannot put an end to Palestinian sovereignty and cause a new sovereignty
to emerge. fThe Israeli occupation could only be limited to temporary
administrative practices.

The resolutions of the PNC enbody a new and sincere initiative to create a
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better climate and provide the necessary and positive regional and international
conditions. In turn, this would promote efforts aimed at finding a peaceful
gettlement to this question, which has long threatened international peace and
Security. It is now incumbent upcn the international comnunity to shoulder its
responsibiiities and bring pressure to bear on the Israeli military machine to
compel it to accept the optimum formula for solving the problem through the prompt
convening of the International Pcace Conference on the Middle Eagst, under the
auspices of the United Nations and with the participation of the Palestinian State
on an equal footing with the other parties concerned.

It remains for the newly elected United States Administration to take an
objective look at the initiative put forward by the Palestinian people in the
resolutions of the PNC, Therefore, we call upon that Administration to undertake a
thorough study of the Palestinian question, including all the new factors, and for
the United States pPlay its role as a super-Power by beginning a new and
responsible dialogue with the Palestine Liberation Organization and making serious
endeavours to bring about peace by achieving a just, comprehensive and lasting
gsettlement to this dispute.

The position of the people and the Gvernment of Sudan in favour of the just
and legitimate struggle of the Palestinian pecple has been clear and resolyte
since 1947. We have given unstinting support to the Palestine Liberation
Crganization, which we have recognized as the sole and legitimate representative of
the Palestinian pecple in all political, economic, international and regional
forums. This recognition reflects our national and political commitment to the
Palestinian people. We have suppor ted the sacred Palestinian upr ising, which is
still continuing in the occupied territories. This support is in keeping with our

political credibility and has expressed our firm belief in the legitimate rights of
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the Palestinian people to voice their full rejection of occupation and Israeli
domination and their agpirations to freedom and emancipation. Undoubtedly, this
ujrising, the rebellion using stones, has brought the question of Palestine into a
new phase requiring speedy and ser ious efforts to establish a Palestinian State.
On the same premise, Khartoum was in the vanguard of capitals that recognized the
independent Palestinian State, and we have increased the level of our
representation to that of full embassy.

In conclusion, from this rostrum we urge the entire international community to
support the resolutions of the General Asgzembly at its current session, which call
for the convening of the International Peace Conference on the Middle East under
the auspices of the United Mations. The five permanent members of the Security
Council and all pacties to the dispute, including the Palestine Liberation
Organization, the sole and legitimate representative of the Palestinian people,
would participate on an equal footing, 80 that the Conference might have a full
opportunity to achieve a just and comprehensive solution on the basis of the
withdrawal of Israel from the occupied Palestinian territories, including Holy
Jerusalem, and from all other occupied Arab territories. The Conference should
also guarantee the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people, in accordance with
the United Nations resolutions on the question of Palestine and the situation in
the Middle East.

In this respect we reaffirm our call for establishing a preparatory commi ttee
within the framework of the Security Council, with the participation of its
permanent members, in order to take the measures necegsary for the convening of the
Conference as quickly as possible. We strongly support and call for international
supervigion by the United Nations in the occupied Arab and Palestinian territories

in the West Bank and Guza.
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Therefore, as was said in the statement of the Palestine Liberation
Organization Gelivered by Mr. Yasser Atafa;: Yesterday, there should be an offer to
establish the hecessary conditions in preparation for the International Peace
Conference. That would also ensure protection to Palestinian citizens against
expulsion, repregsion, terrorism and displacement -~ all policies exercised by
Israel.

Mr. DAZA (Chile) (interpretation from Spanish): Consideration of the
item entitled "Question of Palestine® by the United Nations General Assembly takes
on a very special character on this occasion, not only because of the circumstances
that have led us to hold the debate here, but also because of recent developments
that have a direct bearing on the issue.

Over the last year, the uprising of the Palestinian people on the West Bank of
the Jordan and in Gaza has shown the international community that the situation of
tne Palestinian people is without any doubt the very core of the conflict in the
Middle East., fThis problem cannot be resolved if the legitimate and just
«w3pirations of the Palestinian people are not recognized and satigfied. It will
not be possible to achieve lasting Peace in the region as long as there is no
redress of an unjust situation which runs counter to the basic rights of millions
of Palestinians and which, if maintained, will only give rise to greater resentment
and more violence between two communities which must find a formula for peace ful
co-existence,

In that context, My country attaches particular impor tance to statements by
the representatives of the Palestinian people recognizing the right of the State of
iIsrael to exist and condemning the use of terrorist methods for the achievement of

their objectives. Those posi tive statements, coupled with the decisions taken by
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the Palestirs National Council in its meetings in Algeria last month, establish a
framework for moderation and realism that should be made use of in the search for
golutions to the Middie East problem, solutions that might be appropriate and
acceptable to z)ll the parties involved.

Of particular significance and value in the pursuit of peace is the rejection
of terrorism in all its forms. We are convinced that political objectives are
achieved by political means.

This year, unlike earlier occasions, the United Nations General Assembly began
on a note of optimism. Our hopes for peace fourd concrete expressions of
realization in the resolution of several international conflicts which had for many
years been of concern to our Organization.

There is a new climate, which must also be extended to the Middle East
situation, a region of special concern to Chile, which has welcomed to its iand men
and women of the two communities in conflict.

There is yet another concept we should like to stress on this occasion. The
course of recent developments has contributed to strengthening the role of the
United Nations in its main responsibility, the maintainence of international peace
and security. We maintain that in the Middle East conflict, the United Nations
should play a paramount role, particularly through theA Security Council and the
Secretary-General.

Consistent with its traditional attachment to the principle of the peaceful
gettlement of international disputes, Chile has always supported any initiative
with a view to a negotiated settlement of the conflict in the Midgdle East.

In that context, I should like on this occasion to reaffirm Chile's view that

the solution to the problem of the Palestinian people, and thus to a large extent
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to the Middle East conflict, can be found in the full and effective implementation
Oof Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973). 1In conformity with the
Provisions of thoge resolutions, the gettlement would be obtained through an
agreement entailing Israeli withdrawal from all Arab territories occupied since
1967, the recognition of the right of the Palestinian peopie to self-determination
through the establishment of a sovereign State and the guarantee of the right of
all States of the region, including the State of Israel, to exist within secure and
internationally recognized boundaries,

I should like to add, finally, that we know that that iz no easy task and that
there are still many cbstacles remaining to the achievement of those purposes.
However, the many descandants of the Arab and Jewish peoples who have settled in my
country over the years and vwho have made a valuable contribution to its development
and progress, have shown ug Chileans their wisdom, their civic spirit and their
great will to confront and Overcome adversity. We trust that those qualities will
also be demonstrated by their brethren in the Middle Bast in the implementation of
the noble cbjective of a just and lasting peace in the regicn.

He , - RLES PIL (Austria): Having listened Yesterday to the important
Political statcment of the Chairman of the Executive Committee of the Palestine
Libergtion Orcanization (PID), I regret all the nore the fact that his conciliatory
message could not have been delivered to the international community at United
Rations Headquarters in New York.

The juestion of Palestine hag been cn the agenda of the General Aggsembly from
the very beginning of our Organization and is a sore reminder of our common failure

to arrive at a just ana lasting settlement of that prchlem.
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Already in General Assembly resolution 181 {(II), one of the most important
United Nations resolutions on the Guestion of Palestine, it was cleariy stated thats

"the present situation in Palestine is one which is likely to impair the

general welfare and friendly relations among nations",

The issue of Palestine has been a focal point of United Nations activities
ever since. The United Nations has held special) sessions, smergency special
sessions, conferences and seminars on Palestine. So far, however, the question of
Palestine has ~ for reasons of which we are all sware - eluded any settlement.

After decades that brought about no basic chahge, the last 12 months have
witnessed important new events that highlight the urgency of finding a just and
lasting poiitical solution to the core issue of the Middle East problem. The date
9 December 1987 marked the beginning of the intifadah, the uprising of the
Palestinian population in the West Rank and Gaza Strip, which so far has been and

continues to be a dominating factor in the political agenda of the Middle East.

The intifadah is & direct result of the stalemate in the search for a peaceful
settlement of the Arab-Israeli conflict. It has shown that even 20 years of
occupation cannot destroy the agspirations 2f a people.

Austria has consistently recognized the right of the Palestinian people to
self-determination, including the right to a State of its own. Furthermore, in
accordance with the relevant United Nations resolutions, my country has recognized
the PLO as the sole representative of the Palestinian people. It is therefore only
consistent with that position that we welcome the decision of the Palestine
National Council of 15 November 1988 to proclaim the creation of a Palestinian

State. 1In that context, let me state the following: Austria recognizes that
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Proclamation as the exercise of the right to self-determination by the legitimate
fepresentative of the Palestinian people, the Palestine Liberation Organization.

The Political Conmun iqué and the Declaration of Independence of Algiers,
linked as they are to the implicit recognition of Israel, are considered by Austr ia
as a positive step in the search for a solution to the conflict. The decisions of
Algiers constitute proof of the responsible attitude of the PLO. We have also
'not:ed with satisfaction the recent statement of Chairman Arafat in Stockholm. It
is to be hoped that those positive developments will find an enocouraging response
from the other parties to the Middle East conflict.

This is a unique oppor tunity, which must be seized with a view to initiating a
peace process, as Chairman Arafat so clearly articulated in his speech yesterday.
The fact that members of the Jewish community have reacted faveurably gives us
reason to hope that that message will find an even wider response in the near
future. The peace initiative, as put forward yesterday before the Assembly by the
Chairman of the Executive Committee of the PLO, would constitute the basis for the
International Peace Conference on the Middle East. Let me specifically mention in
that context the propcsal that the PLO would seek a comprehens ive settlement among
the parties concerned on the basis of Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and
338 (1973), s0 as to quarantee the right of all to exist in peace and security.

We find it equally encouraging that Chairman Arafat condemned terrorism in all
its forms and emphasized his determination to strive for the right of the
Palestinians to gsel f-determinaticn by peaceful means within the framework of the
International Conference under the auspices of the United Nations and in accordance
with its Charter and resolutions.

Austria shares the view expressed by the Secretary-General in his report on

the situation in the Middle East that:
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"the recent session of the Palestine National Council in Algiers has generated

a4 new momentum in the diplomatic process®, (A/43/867 ra, 37)

The decision taken at Algiers offers new opportunities for progress towards peace
that must be grasped. If they were ignored, the momentum towards peace would again
be lost. It is high time that the parties concerned reached out through this new
window of opportunity and demonstrated their readiness to talk tc each cother.

Fifteen years after the wmanimous adoption of Security Council resolution
338 (1973), we should begin implementing its core provisions. The resolution calls
for the initiation of negotiaticns between the parties concerned under appropriate
auspices aimed at establishing a just and Gurable pPeace. 1In our view, the "parties
concerned” referred to in the resolution include the PLO. The situation will have
to be reviewed if and when a Palestinian government is established which will act
on behalf of the Palestinian pPopulation of the West Bank and Gaza Strip.

There is only one way out cf the present dangerous spiral of violence and
repression in the occupied territories and that is by respecting international law
and abiding by Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 {1973}. We
there fore consider Chairman Arafat's reference yesterday to those resolutions,
which, inter alia, recognize the right of all States, including Israel, to exist
within secure and internationally recognized boundaries, as an important step
towards a peaceful solution to the conflict.

Austria has consistently advocated the holding of the International Peace
Conference on the Middle East under United Nations auspices, with the participation
of the five perrmanent membere of the Security Council and all other parties
ooncerned. Austria ocontinues o believe that such a conference is the only way to

a just and peaceful solution to ore of the most enduring and tragic conflicts of
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our time. 1In view of t:he Progress made recently by the United Mations towards
po!.itical solutions to a number of regional conflicts, we hope that the parties to
the Middle East conflict will now agree with the principle that such a conference
be held, so that the United Nations might be entrusted with its organization.

Not only has the Chairman of the Executive Committee of the PLO referred
Cclearly and unequivocally to those impor tant Security Council resolutions, he has
also extended his hand in an offer of peace and reconciliation, with, in his words,
an "olive branch®. et us hope that his solemn call will not go unheeded.

Mr. VACEX (Czechoslovakia): We have gathered here in unusual
circumstances to consider one of the most critical questions on the agenda of this
= as we can say today without hesitation - very successful session of the General
Assenbly.

However , one very bad scar will remain on the face of the forty-third
session - the fact that the host country of the Unitad Mations made it impossible
for Mr. Yasser Arafat, the highest representative of the Palestinian people and of
the newly proclaimed Palestinian State, to deliver a statement of principle at the

Headquarters of our Organization.
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On the other hand, the question of Palestine has again made headlines
recently, and that has not been due only to this violation by the host country of
its obligations. The reason lies primarily in the spontaneous outbreak of
discontent on the part of the Palestinian pPopulation in the territories brutally
occupied by Israel.

In the 12 months that it has lasted, the mass uprising of the Palestinians has
grown to be a most significant phenomenon, which demonstrates that the status guo
in the Middle East is totally unbearable. It reveals that the lack of a solution
for the destiny of the Palestinian people is insufferable. The Palestiniar
uprising and Israel's way of acting, attempting to thwart it by force, constitute
today the most important factor, which pushes to the foreground the question‘of a
general settlement in the Middle East and simul taneously gives a strong impetus to
the international efforts aimed at seeking ways for a practical solution to the
whole Middle East crisis.

Our Organization hag adopted dozens of resoclutions recognizing the inalienable
national vights of the Palestinians, including the right to self-determination and
to the establishment of their own independent State, and stipulating unambigquously
the foundations of a just solution to the Palestinian question. And, while Israel
has always been able to reject those resolutions, today a time has undoubtedly come
when there can be a considerable influence on the process of solution. Recently
the international community has had an opportunity to note a substantial movement
in the solution to many other hotbeds of tension in today's world - and in many
instances and to a considerable degree the United Nations has played a role in
this. A distinctive step, vhich not only created new, substantially more

favourable conditions for the realization of the process of the implementation of
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Palestinian rights but is already a part of it, was the proclamation of an
independent Palestinian State.

In the framework of our Organization a quite clear under standing exists of the
need for this process to continue. It is unequivocally conceded that a just
solution to the Palestinian question is needed without delay. The United Nations
has a great historical resporisibility to the Palestinian people, whose tragic
destiny casts a dark shadow on the entire international community. We are
convinced that the convening of an internaticnal Middle East conference, with the
participation of the permanent members of the Security Council and of the parties
concerned, including representatives of Palestine and Israel, constitutes not only
the greatest but Practically the only opportunity in this regard. The chances of
such a conference are growing, due, inter al ia, to the approval by the Palestine
National Counéil of SecurityvCounc.il ctesolutions 242 (1967) ag 338 (1973), which
demand recognition of the sovereignty, territorial integrity and political
independence of all States in the Middle East. The condition, of course, is that
the other side responds to this act of realism in an equally realistic manner. At
the same time, we are aware that the relations between Israel and the Palestinians
are extremely complicated. The burden of many decades of mitual mistrust and
hatred is very heavy. There is no doubt that a solution will no't be eagy. Yet
real hope is emerging.

The Czechoslovak Socialist Republic has already expressed its position on the
implementation of the rights of the Palestinian people on a number of occasions.
In the forum of the General Assenbly it did so most recently early last month, when
Czechoslovakia co-sponsored resolution 43/21, dencuncing the actions of Israel in

suppressing the uprising of the Palestinian people. Proceeding from its position
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of unchanged support for the just struggle of the Arab people of Palestine, led by
their own representative, the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO), for their
legitimate rights, Czechoslovakia has also Eecognized the proclamation of the State
of Palestine. We are onvinced that it is an essential oomponent of a just and
lasting settlement of the Middle East situation. This decision is in full harmony
with General Asgembly resolution 181 (II), which provides for the establishment of
both 2 Palestinian and an Israeli State,

With a view to promoting the process of the peaceful settlement of the crisis
and facilitating the convening of an international conference on the Middle East, a
model international oonference on the Middle East, at the non-goveramental level,
was held in Prague last week, on the initiative of eminent representatives of
Czechoslovak scientific and public life., It was attended by about 50 ‘personalities
from the countries directly involved in the conflict, especially from among
Palestinian and Israeli ranks, as well as from countr ies holding permanent Seats in
the Security Council ang States members of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries
and international organizations,

The Prague meeting clearly confirmed the feasibility of settling this regional
conflict through negotiations within an international conference under the auspices
of the United MNations. On that essential point, unequivocal agreement was reached
at the Prague talks among all participants. They expressed that opinion also in a
letter to the Secretary-General of the United Nations, who had himgself sent a
megsage to the conference which was received with the greatest interest .

The constructive and business) ike nature of the discussions was remarkable,
That was in keeping with the new political thinking that has been gaining

ever-broader ground in the gsolution to both global and regional problems. We
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attach particular importance to the open axchange of views between par ticipants
from Israel and representatives of the Palestinians. We believe that the resul tg
of the deliberations at the Prague model international conference on the Middle
East constitute a valuable intellectual and political potential that can make an
important contribution to the practical efforts exerted, especially by the United
Nations, in seeking a solution to the Middle East conflict by means of the
convening of an internaticnal Middle East conference.

The results of the Prague conference have reaffirmed the need for all parties
involved in the conflict to show active political will. The Palestine Mational
Council has done its part already. That was proved again by Mr. Yasser Arafat, the
Chairman of the PLO, in his constructive, realistic and responsible speech, which
met with profound interest, understanding and support from us.

Now it is up to Israel, whose inflexible position has made it impossible thus
far to reach any Progress in the gettlement of the Middle Bast situation. It is
indeed high time that Israel itself made up its mind about how it wants to provide
for its further existence in the community of the Middle East nations, to ensure
peace and security for further development. The choice is obvious: to make its
policy and its approach to the other side more realistics; to abandon its policy of
force and oppression; to show a willingness to seek political solutions. Failing
to respond to this urgent call of the day would mean acting against the basic
interests of not only the Palestinian but also the Israeli people, adding fuel to
the dangerous hotbed of tension in the region and in the worild, poisoning the
atmosphere in international relations, and posing a threat to regional and world

peace.
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to congratulate the President on the sincere efforts he is making to ensure that
these meetings take place in an exemplary manner.

To the Swiss people we express our great esteem and ouwr appreciation for their
hospi tality. wWe thank the Swiss Government, also, for what it has done to eansure
that all the necessary steps are taken to make thege meetings a success.

I pay a tribute to all the countr ies that demonstrated the courage to reject
the illegal stand taken by the host country - the comtry where the Headjuarters of
the United Nations is located, a oountry that has flouted justice. I thank all
thiose who voted in favow of the very significant resolution in this regard.

Transferring these meetings of the Ganeral Asgermbly to Geneva has been a step
in the right direction of moving the Headquarters of the United Mations to a place
where it would be easier for wor1ld leaders to do their work - far from the
Pressures exerted by the United States and from its hegemony .

We have come to this splendid city, far from United Nations Headquar ter s,
because we have been compelled to do so. Thisg is probably the first time that
delegations have been forced to leave the host country because of a refusal
listen to a people setting forth its cause. And this is a cause which affects not
only the peoples concerned but international peace and stabil ity. It {s a caunse
that has been before us for more than a quarter of a century. This matter is a
blot on the conscience of mank ind. There have been so many martyrs, so much death,
exile, destructioi. and violence. The boundaries of other countries have been
violated.

This cause has remained the same from the very beginning. What is involved is
basically occupa tion, expang ionism, killing and suffering. The developments in

regard to the cause grow more ser ious every day. A region which, because of its
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history and religion, is a symbol for the entire world is now threatened, It is a
region which was the cradle of wor1ld civilization. There is a constant risk that
this sitﬁation will lead to an even broader conflagration. We need only lnok at
the grave events of the last Year. Thousands of men, women and children have been
facing, with bare hands, a wicked, evil military machine that seeks to trample all
values under foot. We see soldiers armed to the teeth who have no compunction
about hurling themselves at defenceless persons. This isz a deliberate policy of
extermination, which the world condemns. Everyone has sympathy for its victims.

But the host country feels that it would not be right to allow the
representatives of the suffering people to address us en the tragedy that has
befallen those pPeople. Despite all the appeals made to it, that country refused to
listen to reason. We see a ountry trying to exterminate a pPeople. We see other
comntries subjected to the threat of extermination. We see an area of conflict and
confrontation, where peace is threatened as never before. And yet the host country
made so bold as to oppose the will of the international commmnity and refuse to let
a man speak.

It is a dangerous worlg when a great Power can behave in such an
unconscionable way. Perhaps what has happened will make us understand better the
root of the cause with which we are concerned today. PFor if we look at all the
conflicts in the world now, we see the same underlying causes. We find a great
Power that supposedly champions international morality and ethics refusing to
shoulder its international humani tarian cbligations. As @d says in the Holy Book,
even mighty kings shall be 1aid low. All kinds of despots, all those who do evil

will eventually be brought down by those who work for justice.
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We are witnessing a situation of injustice and all the sufioring that results
from it. The basic cause is that a number of States desire to exercise hegemony
and flout international law and refuse to meet the aspirations of mankind.

One need only remember what happened at the beginning of the ceritury, when the
land of Palestine was taken from the people of Palestine and given to persons who
did not degserve it. Britain, the colon ial Power in Palestine, made a promise to a
racist movement that had grown out of other racist movements in Europe. It
promised to grant Paleastine to that movement as a homeland. Britain carried out

its promise.
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They came from all parts of the world to that country, whatever their
nationality or ethnic background. All kinds of reasons were presented. Sometimes
they said it was to compensate for a historical injustice; sometimes they invoked
divine right; religion and history were distorteds; sometimes they said it was
terra nullius, land without an owner; sometimes they said it was land without a
people for a people without a land. Thus, those who had absolutely no right of
ownership usurped the land of Palestine to the detriment of its rightful owners.
When the United Kingdom pressed ahead and succeeded in its policy, the situation
gave rise to confrontation. When, in 1947, the situation was considered in the
General Assembly, the injustice was endorsed and enshiined in General Assembly
regolution 181 (II). In so doina, the international community turned injustice
into total malfeasance. And thic was done by an Organization in which mank ind, as
the Charter eloguently attests, had placed great hopes. Unfortunately, in so far
as the Palestine question is concerned, those hopes remain unfulfilled. I shall
not, however, dwell on the details.

The Balfour Duclaration was the beginning of the unjust design, In 1947, as I
say, General Assembly resolution 181 (II) endorsed injustice. A people was depr ived
of its land and driven into exile, harassed and attacked on all sides. When the
United Kingdom, a great Fower, left Palestine another great Power came and applied
different procedures. It aided and abetted the expulsion of the Palestinianz by
Providing money, weapons and other forms of support and by preventing the
international Organization from proclaiming the truth and applying the iaw; it
turned a deaf ear to the truth so that even those who suffered were not heard., 1In
short, it thus helped drive a people from its land and prevented the Palestinian
people even of its right to resist. Today not only is that people being denied the

right to speak, but the world is being denied the right to hear it speak.



BHS /pt A/43/PV. 80
37

(Mr. Talhi, Libyan Azab Jamahiriya)

Is there a crime worse than driving a people from its homelaid? This is what
God Almighty had to say in his Holy Book about driving people from their homeland:

"God forbids you not, ) |

With regard to those who

Fight you not for (your) Faith

Nor drive you out

Of your homes,

From dealing kindly and justly

With them: For God loveth

Those who are just,

"God only forbids you,

With regard to those vwho

Fight ycu for (your) Faith,

And drive you out

Of your homes, and support
(Others) in driving vou out,
From turning to them

(For friendship and protection).
It is such as turn to them

(In these circumstances),

That do wrong." (The Holy Koran, LX: 8-9)

We are faced here with continuing aggression against not only a region but an

entire human community, an entire segment of mankind., Suffice it to look at the
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arguments put forward and the plans that are made. How can one reconcile
permitting the Zionist entity to achieve a nuclear capability without a single
voice, not even a warning, being raised against it? How can the Zionist entity be
allowed to stockpile chemical weaponsg without anything being said in any
international forum, merely because it is the Zionist entity that is involved?
Certain Arab countries have acquired defensive missiles, and people have spoken out
against it. Yet those same people continue to provide funds and support to the
Z2ionist entity, which is threatening other countries. Without outside help it
could not even feed its own people. %hat, then, is the meaning of this strategic
alliance between Israel and the United States?

Incidentally, a few days before this meeting, the embargo on the shipment of
cluster bombs to that entity was 1ifted. Such supplies are now granted to it.

One hears a lot of talk about "secure boundaries”. How can there be any talk
of secure boundaries when the Zionist entity invokes "divine rights"? Many
questions could be asked, and the answers are fairly obvious. The truth is that
the world has often raised its voice in protest in this Assenbly, but the aggressor
has ignored it. It has responded by continuing to deiy the Organization and
pursuing a policy of aggression.

Now we have the situation of the intifadah - an uprising in which civil ians
are facing the most sophisticated military machine in the world. An army of
children is facing that military machine with their bare hands and stones; women
and children are being killed. 1t has not gone unnoticed: mankind has expressed
its position in Security Council resolutions 605 (1987), 607 (1987) and 608 (1987)

and in resolutions of the General Assembly, the latest of .nich was adopted early

last month.
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What has been the attitude of the Ziocnist entity and the United States? I do
not believe I could ever find the words to describe their ignorance ang defiance of
human values and basic humanity.

There are three basic elements to Israeli pPractices:s first, no entity based
on injustice can have any value in law. Secondly, we are dealing here with a
question of colonialism and racist settlement. The fact is that what ie going on
novw in Palestine is exactly the same as what took Place in Rhodesia and what is now
taking place in South Africa. It affects not only the occupied Palestinian
territories but a whole race and its very existence, Thirdly, since this policy of
colonization through the establishment of settlements has the full support of the
United States in all its practices, the United States itself has become an

aggressor - in fact, the Principle aggressor.
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For more than 40 years this issue has been dealt with by the United Mations
and everyone has spoken about peace. Yet we see the aggressors persisting in their
aggression, expansionism, occupation and extermination. Faced with this situation,
my country, the Libyan Arab Jamahir iya, believes that the international comnmunity
bears a great moral responsibility and that the least it should do is to support
the Arab people of Palestine in its struggle to recover its land and its legitimate
rights through armed struggle and to extend its rights over all its land.

My delegation believes that the oconvening of an international peace conference
is just another ploy to perpetuate this historical injustice and finally to
eliminate the Palestinian cause, particularly if the United States vere to play an
important role in that conference. My country was a victim of colonialist
settlement. But injustice, however long it may persist, will finally be defeated
and countries that struggle to that end will prevail.

I cannot fail before this Assembly to oonvey our greetings to the fraternal
people of Palestine for their uprising, whnich has now entered its second year. We
know that only its persistence in the struggle will enable it to earn the respect
of the world and the recognition of all its legitimate rights. The United MNations
has a special responsibility with respect to this question and it is high time the
United Mations assumed that responsibility if it wishes to retain any credibility
and effectiveness,

I am aware that some of my brothers present here might feel somewhat
embarrassed or put out by the way I am speaking. They may even smile a little in
coming to this rostrum to denounce what we have said. But we feel one should never
be afraid to tell the truth. we feel that honesty is not a crime, even if the

aggressor may deem it so.
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I believe in full sincerity that, as Gd has said, everything that is taken

avay by force must be seized by force.

Mr . WINTER (German Democratic Republic) (interpretation from French):
The United Nations General Agsembly has repeatedly dealt with the question of
Palesting. And many times the overwhelming majority of Member States advocated the
implementation of t!;e Palestinian people's right to self-determination, as well as
a comprehensive, just and lasting solution to the Middle East conflict. Yet, the
suffering of the Palestinian people and, consequently, also its struggle for the
implementation of its inalienable rights, continue.

Special hopes for progress in the search for solutions to cne of the most
compl icated and protracted regiona‘l oconflicts, one which poses the greatest threat
to international security, are placed particularly in this year's debate on the
question of Palestine.

The trend towards improved international relations is enoouraging to all those
who are committed to the use of political means in the pursuit of just settlements
for international disputes in the interests of all parties oconcerned and in the
interests of regional security and international peace. The Palestine Liberation
Organization (PLO) has made it Perfectly clear that it ranks among those forces.

All the more - incomprehengible is the attempt to prevent, in violaticn of the
Headquarters Agreement between the United States and the United Nations, the
participation of the leading representative of the Palestine Liberation
Organization, Yasser Arafat, in the debate on the question of Palestine. It is
obvious that such a move is not conducive t promotion of the peace process in the
Middle BEast, since the world Organization has come to play an ever increasing role

in the settlement of regional conflicts, Therefore, the German Democratic Republic
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welcomes the fact that nearly all States Members of the United Mations represented
in the General Assembly demonstrated their joint determination to support the
search for constructive solutions in the Middle East by way of political dialogue
between all parties concerned and to enable the participation of Yasser Arafat in
this debate.

We followed Yasser Arafat's statement with great attention and sympathy. It
shows, impressively and irrefutably, that the Palestinian movement genuinely seeks
a just settlement to the question of Palestine as well as peace and security for
all States and peoples in the region. '

Like many other States, the German Democéatic Republic has welcomed the
results of the ninetzenth extraordinary session of the Palestine Natioral Council
in Algiers. It recognizes in terms of international law the State of Palestine
which was proclaimed. This decision was made in accordance with the United Mations
Charter and the relevant United Nations resolutions and corresponds to the high
level of relations between the German Demcratic Republic and the PLO. Since it is
the fundamental position of pPrinciple of the German Democratic Republic that
conflicts - whatever the region and whatever the States and peoples involved - must
be solved exclus ively by peaceful means, my country was highly appreciative of the
decisions taken at Algiers. We are convinced that these decisions will stimulate

the initiation of the desired process of finding a lasting and just solution to the

Middle East conflict.
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The realism and good wiil underlying the decisions have met with a broad
Positive response. Special significance attaches to the PLO's statement that in
solving the conflict the legitimate interests of all States and peoples of the
region must be quaranteed. Now the ball is in the court of all those who have so

far opposed such a solution, and Israel, in particular. They are expected to join
in the eiforts for a constructive settlement. It is now more than ever imperative
for the parties involved to acknowledge the need to meet each other half-way in
good faith and to work in a business-1ike manner towards the acccmmodation of
interests.

The recent developments are further testimeny to the great support the PLO
enjoys among the Palestinian People in the occupied territories. The PLO's
international activities ~ for instance, Yasser Arafat's visit to Strasbourg and
the Stockholm dialogue, made possible tharks to the arrangements of the Swedish
Government - clearly show the PLO's strong sense of political respongibility for
the fate of the Palestinian people as its sole, legitimate representative,

Discussing the question of Palestine, one cannot help but note a great number
of positive and encouraging changes in international relations and in the
gsettlement of conflicts - changes that are encouraging indeed for all peoples,
Though much remains to be done to make the world a safer Place, a process has been
set in motion to turn from confrontation to détente. The significant proposals
submitted by General Secretary Gorbachev in New York give fresh impetus to that
Process. They are an encouragement to move further down the rcad opened up by the
first genuine disarmament agreement, the Treaty between the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics and the United States of America on the Elimination of Their

Intermediate-Range and Shor ter-Range Missiles, the INF Treaty. The peace-promoting
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effect of such a policy is manifest also in the progress achieved in resolving a
nurber of complicated, long-lasting and costly regional oconflicts. Develcpments
have begun that only recently still gseemed impossible. ‘

®viously, the will for political under standing and recogn ition of and respect
for mitual interests are fundamental prerequisites for political solutions. To
that end, readiness for dialogue and compromise, a senze of reality and judgement
are required.

Given these developments and the increasingly successful involvement of the
United Nations, in particular its Secretary~General, which is widely appreciated
and acknowledged, there is reason for great hope. If this positive trend is to
maintain its momentum, ail States, in particular those involved in the.conflict and
the permanent members of the Security Council, must support it.

The incipient process of positive developments in international relations can,
however, be continued successfully only if no region is left out. Accerdingly, the
encouraging developments have also increased the attention of States and the
international public to those problems on which so far progress has failed to come
about - such as the Middle East conflict, with the question of Palestine at its
core, which has remained unresolved for more than 40 years. Action is required so

that a settlement can be achieved in conformity with the provisions of the United

Nations Charter.

For generations the Palestinian pPeople has suffered aggression, terror and
expulsion. Now as before it is being denied a peoples' right to self-determination
under the United Nations Charter. The now one-year-old mass uprising of the
Palestinian people, the intifadah, is striking evidence that after more than

20 years of occupation the Palestir.ian people's desire for peace and freedom can be
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neither suppressed nor extinguished. Especially the young generation does not
accept a situation contrary to internaticnal law. 1Israel's action in the occupied
Palestinian territories has provoked justified public indignation in almost all
countries. Those who Place their hopes in the time factor or in a gradual
recognition of the status quo have not understood the signs of our time.

We share the opinion expressed in the Secretary-General’s report on the

situation in the Middle Eagt:

"The violence in the occupied territories of the Weat Bank and the Gaza Strip

continue unabated and underline the need for progress on the diplomatic

front. The continuing occupation of those territories is not acceptable to

their inhabjtants and will not: become so. It is necessary therefore to find a

political solution which will satisfy both the legitimate political rights of

the Palestinian people and the right of Israel, like other States in the area,
to live in peace within secure and recognized boundaries, free from threats or
acts of force."

The use of armed force against the Palestinian people cannot bring about
peace. What is really needed is negotiations between equals on the basis of Uni ted
Nations resolutions, a matter-of-fact constructive dialogue, and a common endeavour
for an assured future of all States and peoples in the reqgion. Those who are
unwilling to follow this kind of logic have to be asked whether they have an
interest in the peace the Palestinian people, the Arab countries, and not least
Israel, really need. Peace in that region is necessary for the strengthening of
international peace and security. If thete is a will to come to an understanding,
a mechanism will be found with which to realize it and reach agreement. The German

Democratic Republic holds the view that an international peace conference on the
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Middle Bast, under the auspices of the United Nations, would be the best way to
find a comprehensive, just and hence lasting settlement to that protracted and

extremely complex conflict. Now it is essential that specific steps be taken for

its convening. It therefore seems to be fitting for the Security Council to

prepare a negotiating mechanism,
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The call for such a conference by the majority of States Members of the Uni ted
Nations, the League of Arab States and the Movement of Non-Al igned Countries is
gaining ground since such a conference would bring to the negotiating table, on an
equal footing, all parties directly invo’ved, that is the Arab States, the
Palestinian people represented by the PLO, Israel and the five permanent members of
the Security Council. It would involve the United Nations and would make use of
its experience and authority in the interest of a peaceful settlement. It would
ensure that all problems of the region should be considered in their diversity and
interdependence and that a constructive solution should be found which would meet
the legitimate interests of all parties involved, including both the recognition of
the Palestinian people's right to self-determination and respect for Isra¢l's right
to exist.

The German Democratic Republic welcomes and supports the Palestinian peace
initiative, which the Chairman of the Executive Council of the PLO, Yasser Arafat,
announced yesterday, aimed at achieving peace for all States and peoples of the
region.

As a member of the Committee on the Inalienable Rights of the Palestin ian
People, the German Democratic Republic makes its contribution towards heightening
ajareness of the need for a political settlement and for the implementation of
relevant United Mations resolutions on the Middle East and Palestine., It was
therefore a great honour and challenge for my country to host the four th European
regional seminar on the question of Palestine in Berlin last April. The regional
seminar has helped to make Public opinion in Europe more perceptive with regard to

the question of Palestine.
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Our solidarity with the struggle of the Palestinian people is unwavering.
This was clearly manifest in the great variety of activities under taken by social
forces in the German Democratic Republic on the occasion of the International Day
of Solidarity with the Palestinian People, which included also material asgistance,
such as granting opportunities for vocational training or higher education,
Providing medical treatment, and sending Palestinian children to hol iday camps.
Shipments of urgently needed goods and materials, financed by donations from the
people of the German Democratic Republic, have also continued.

The Palestinian people can continue to count on the solidarity of the German
Democratic Republic in its efforts o achieve its rights and justice.

Mr. OULD SIDIYA (Mauritania) (interpretation from Arabic): Allow me at
the outset to renew our congratulations to Mr. Dante Caputo on higs election to the
presidency of the forty-third session of the General Assenbly. We congratulate him
on the exemplary way in which he has guided our deliberations and on the firm
stance that he and the General Assenbly have taken to safequard the right of the
Palestinian leadership to express its views on a question of vital impor tance to
it, the question of Palestine.

The resolution by which the debate of the General Assembly on the question of
Palestine was transferred from New York to Geneva constitutes a victory for
justice, legitimacy and international solidarity. It is an expression of the firm
support of the menbers of the internaticnal community for the struggle of the
Palestinian people.

On this occasion, I should like to extend thanks and appreciation to the
Government of Switzerland for its extensive and successful efforts to ensure the

convening of our meeting in the best possible circumstances.
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Our debates are going on at a time when far-reaching developments are taking
Place in the Palestinian arena, especially in relation to the fate of the
Palestinian people and the future of peace and stability in the Middle East. 1In
pParticular, the Palestinian masses are currently celebrating the first anniversary
of their glorious uprising against the Israeli occupation, the intifadah, which
could be considered one of the most important examples of resistance ang
gsacrifice. Today, more than one year has elapsed since the start of this epic
struggle and certain facts have now emerged.

The intifadah has proved the Palestinian people's categorical rejection of the
Igraeli occupation and its expansionist policies. It has demonstrated that the
Palestinian people is determined, despite all efforts to displace and oppress it,
to regain its rights which have been usurped. The intifadah has also brought out
the horrible truth of the Israeli repressive policies and practices in the occupied
territories. It has shown that the source of violence and terrorism is indeed the
Zionist occupation forces and not the Palestinian masses.

The intifadah has rallied round its leadership inside and outside the
territory. The intifadah and the masses have adhered to the daily directives of
the leadership, which proves that the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) is
the sole, legitimate representative of the Palestinian people and the entity that
embodies the national unity of the Palestinians.

Through making these basic facts clear, the intifadah has participated in an
effective manner in advancing the Palestinian cause and bringing it to the fore.
There has been more under standing of the justice of this cause, and it has received

more support and mere attention from States and peoples all over the world. On the

other hand, Israel's isolation has become more apparent and its criminal practices

have increasingly been condemned.



JSM /ot A/43/PV, 80
54-55

(Mr. Qula Sidivya, Maur itania)

If through the inti fadah the Palestinian people has asserted its insistence on
achieving its freedom and independence, however great the sacrifice may be, it has
at the same time affirmed its willingness to participate seriously and responsmly

in the peace process in the Middle East,
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Indeed, this was attested to by the Palestine National Counéil, which convened its
special nineteenth session in Algiers, 12~15 Hovewber 1988. The resolutions of
that sessicn affirmed beyond any doubt the dadication of the Palestinian leadership
to international legitimacy and its keenness on achieving a comprehensive political
tettlement of the Arab-Israeli dispute on the basis of recognition of the
inalienable national rights of the Palestinian people - its right to return, to
self ~de terminaticn and the establishment of an independent State on its national
soil - and on the basis of Israel's withdrawal from the occupiecj\Arab territories,
in keeping with the principles enshrined in the United Nations Charter and the
Provisions of the resolutions of the United Naticns and the principles and
provicions of international law. '

The Council has adopted the framework approved by our Organization in order to
find a just anad cemprehens ive solution to the conflict in the Middle East. This
framework is the International Peace Conference on the Middle East, under the
auspices of the United Mations and with the participation of five permanent members
of the Security Council, as well as all parties to the dispute, on an equal
footing, including the Palestine Liberation Organization in its capacity as the
sole and legitimate representative of the Palestinian people.

Hence it is not surprising that within this context the international
comwnity has supported the brave and courageous resolutions adopted by tha
Palestine National Council. The declaration of the establ ishment of an independent
Palestinian State on the soil of Palestine, with Jerusalem as its capital, has met
with wide international support. The growing recognition that has been won by the
independent Palestinian State since its declaration attests to. the solidarity of

the international commmity with the Arab Palestinian People and the support by the
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international community for the exercise by the Palestinian people of its right to
self~-determination, political independence and sovereignty over its land.

The Islamic Republic of Mauvritania is proud to have been one of the first to
recognize the independent Palestinian State, on the day it was declared. This was
in line with our firm position of support for the decisions of the Palestinian
leadership in order to retrieve the usurped rights of the Palestinian people and to
embody their legitimate aspirations.

At the beginning of our work we heard the message addressed to us by the
strugqgling Palestinian people through its special envoy, Mr. Yasser Arafat. It was-
a message of peace and good will adhering to international legitimacy. But each
day we receive the messages of the Israeli authorities from the occupied
territories. Those are messages of terrorism, repression, murder and
imprisonment. They show contempt for the international Organization and violate
its laws and norms. The international community, as r'epresented by the United
Nations, must firmly assume its responsibilities, support justice and oppose
‘occupation and the violation of human rights, so that peace and stability may
prevail in the Middle East region.

Before concluding my brief statement, I should like to extend warm
congratulations and sincere thanks to the Committee on the Exercise of the
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, and to thank and congratulate its
Chairman, the representative of Senegal, for the excellent work done by this
Commi ttee in the interests of the Palestinian people and its just cause.

Mr.  PENALOSA (Colombia) (interpretation from Spanish): Today, we are

here at Geneva caught between two feelings, one of concern and one of

satisfaction. My delegation is especially concerned with one fact which has forced
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us to meet here in Geneva to consider agenda item 37, the refusal of the host
country to allow the representative of a movement to address the Organization at
which it has Observer status. The situation thus created in not allowing
Mr. Yasser Arafat to come to United Nations Headquarters in New York is very
disturbing indeed, for two reasons: first, this refusal introduces additional
elements into a situation which is in itself delicate and polarized, complicating
the search for just and lasting solution; and, secondly, the host country's
reiterating a position which disregards the implementation of the Agreement between
the United Nations and the United States as the host country of the Organization.¥*
Our feeling of catisfaction is to have been able to welcome and hear the
Chairman of the Executive Committee of the Palestine Liberation Organization,
Mr. Yasser Arafat, at a time when the Organization has raised new hopes for a
peaceful solution to the question of Palestine. Peaceful coexistence between
peoples and the promotion of friendship among nations, a friendship based on
respect for the principles of the equality of rights and the self-determination of
peoples, constitute the fundamental elements of the Charter of our Organization.
On the question of Palestine, these principles were at the very core of resolution
181 (II), which clearly establishes the creation of two States, one Arab and one

Jewish, guaranteeing their right to live within secure boundaries.

* Mr. Dlamini (Swaziland), Vice President, took the Chair.
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Colombia was very gratified by the position adopted by the Palestine Maticnal
Council, reaffirming the commitment of the Palestinian pPeople to the purposes and
Principles of the United Nations. It also condemns the threat or use of force,
violence and terrorism, and indeed is in favour of the settlement of international
disputes by peaceful means. We heard with satisfaction the reaffirmation of these
Principles in the statements made by Mr., Arafat in Stockholm last week, and
especially those he made yesterday before this Assembly, where with great realism
and courage, which we applaud, he invited all parties to the confl ict, and
especially Israel, under the. auspices of the United Nations, to forge peace in the
region with dignity, freedom and security for all States.

Colombia has always felt that the Middle East situation, so.ominously charged,
will hold greater promise of a solution to the degree in so far aé that we revert
to the spirit and letter of Security Council resolution 242 (1967), which 21 years
after its adoption, continues to be a good point of departure for the assurance of
peace in the region.

Since the establishment of the United Nations, Colombia has maintained a
balanced and equitable position with regard to the Middle East problem. The
aforementioned resolution implies a recognition of the inalienable right of the
Palestinian people to self-determination, the inadmisgsibility of the aocquisition of
territory by force, the withdrawal of the Israeli armed forces from all occupied
territories, termination of all states of belligerence, and respect for and
acknowledgement of the sovereignty, territorial integrity and political
independence of all States in the area and their right to live in peace within
secure and recognized boundaries, free from threats or acts of force.

Since it was first suggested, we have supported the convening of the

International Peace Conference on the Middle East, under the auspices of the United
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Nations, on the B&es of Security Council resclutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973).
The indefinite postponement of the Conference has created great difficulties for
all States in the region. Iet us not continue to postpone it indefinitely, under
the pretext that we cannot believe in the good faith of the other party. Let us
prove that good faith at the negotiating table.

The demand for a just solution deserves world attention. Our country bel ieves
that any positive and constructive action coming from either of the parties to thg
conflict should be received with a sincere feeling of good faith., We are convinced
that the way of dialogue in search of peace is long and difficult, but any obstacle
removed therefrom should be viewed as real progress, rather than abruptly rejected,
as gestures and acts of trust will inevitably "bring others in their wake. Tl?ere
has been much to0o much bloodshed and suffering. We hope that the parties to the
conflict will choose negotiation over violence, moderation over extremism, and
constructive response over abrupt rejection. These are our best wishes.

It is now up to the United Nations to help create a propi tious climate for the.
prompt establishment of the Palestinian State in the occupied territories and to
create propitious conditions for the harmon ious development of the two nations
which for centuries have coexisted on this self-same territory.

Mt:.'Wk\LTEIS (United States of America): The search for peace in the
Middle East has been a constant feature of United States policy. BAmerican efforts
have helped bring about the disengagement of forces, agreements between Igsrael and
Egypt, and between Israel and Syria. American efforts helped bring about the
Camp David Accords and the Egyptian-Israeli Peace Treaty. The United States
remaing an active, comnmitted partner in the search for a ocomprehensive settlement

achieved through negotiations.
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In helping willing parties negotiate their differences, the United States has
always kept in mind a simple, but abiding reality - namely, that no ocutside party
can want peace more than the parties themselves want and need peace. As such, the
United States has always opposed efforts to impose solutions from outside,
concentrating instead on eliciting movement from the parties on the critical issues
involved in the negotiations. It is for these reasons that the United States will
vote against the draft resolutions submitteqd during this debate.

In seeking to advance the pProspects for negotiations leading to a
comprehens ive gettlement, this Year the United States advanced a set of proposals
that represent the core requirements of a successful Process of accommodation.

The objective is a comprehensive settlement of the Arab-Israeli conflict
through negotiations, There is nc substitute for direct negotiations between the
Parties concerned. The parties to negotiations must accept to negotiate with each
other. An international oonference may be useful, in so far as it helps launch and
support direct negotiationss but a conference mugst not pre-empt or substitute for
the direct negotiations.

The United Nations Security Council established the basis of the negotiating
Process in its resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 {1973). Each party may have other
positions and Preferences that it wishes to bring to the negotiations, congistent
with Secuzity Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973), but none can limit or
avoid accepting Security Council regolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973) as the basis
for negotiations.

Negotiations must Proceed in an atmosphere free of terrorism, violence and
intimidation.

These are valuable and enduring principles that need to be at the coty of

efforts to resolve the dispute, Additionally, there should be a periog of
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transition between the status quo and a final settlement. The transitional per iod
will help build confidence among the parties that negotiations work. Tt will give
the parties time to adjust to a new situation, and it will allow the parties to
deal with each other di fferently, gradually, in the light of an agreement freely
negotiated.

Movement towards peace starts with movement by the parties. Each side needs
to adopt constructive policies aimed at realistic and pragmatic progress towards
peace.

For Israel, the choice is clear, albeit difficult. 1In order to achieve the
security it deserves and requires, Israel must face up to the need for withdrawal
from occupied territories and to the need to accommodate legitimate Palestinian
political rights. fThe extent, shape and form of these issues need to be hammered

out through negotiationsj but they must be addressed squarely.*

* The President returned to the Chair.
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For Palestinians, the choice is equally clear, and equally difficult, 1In
order to achieve the legitimate political rights they deserve and require,
Palestinian demands will have to accommodate the reality of Israel's existence and
security needs, and they will have to comit themselves to negotiations with
Israel. |

For the other Arabs, the choices are equally important. Jordan, Syria and
Lebanon have a conflict with Israel to resolve through negotiations. Their
conflict will not be solved otherwise. Other Arab States can help by sending
"signals of acceptance and reconciliation to Israel. They must talk to Israel. The
absence of dialogue means continued stalemate.

For outside parties, support and encouragement are the necessary elements. A
role for outgide parties in peace making is not a right; it must be earned. It is
time for the Soviet Unicn to restore full diplomatic relations with Israel. It is
time for the People's Republic of China to recognize Israel. The parties need
support to bring them together, and the international community can provide that
support.

These fundamental elements of a successful peace process can be encour aged
through accommodations and reconciliation between Israeiis and Palestinians. This
is not an easy task to accomplish. 7Tt is very difficult for the parties to
overcome prejudices and blind spots about each other; it is sometimes equally
difficult for the international community to lay aside molitical preferences and
expediencies and to accept a realistic course towards a comprehensive settlement.
But the international community must speak with a realistic, pragmatic voice.

We must tell the parties that their dispute is resolvable. We must tell them

that we are tired of this conflict and tired of their unwillingness to make fair
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compromises. ¥V must tell them the time has come to agree that a negotiated
settlement is required.

So let us channel the energy that has gone into this debate in a positive and
realistic direction. Unbalanced resolutions are not the answer. One-gided
statements are not the answer.

The answer is commitment to comprehensive peace. The answer is negotiations
based an Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973). The answer is
renunciation of violence and terrorism. My Government stands ready as always to
assist in moving ahead in the search for peace.

Mr. DAH (Burkina Faso) (interpretation from French): Burkina Faso very
much appreciates the readiness of the Swiss authorities to facilitate the holding
of this plenary session of the General Assenbly in Geneva. At a time when the dove
of peace is carrying the olive branch across cur globe our meeting on the question
of Palestine requires that the prime political official of one of the parties to a
conflict that has gone on for far toco lcx}g be able to express his views.
Switzerland, by its decision authorizing Mr. Arafat to come to Geneva to
participate in the debates, which are of primary cencern to hinm, thereby expresses
its desire to contribute to the search for peace in that region of the Middle
East. Accordingly, Switzerland, faithful to its tradition of neutrality and
hospitality, is putting into practice the geal our world Organization has been
constantly pursuing - the maintenance of international peace and gecurity.

Like Switzerland, Burkina Faso, a small country situated south of the Sahara,
with a hard-working and couragecus people, adds its voice to the concert of
peace-loving nations aware of the dangers facing our world a. a result of a

protracted conflict which at any time can tzke on incalculable proportions. My
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country wonders about the conduct of the most powerful nation on Earth which
furthermore holds the key to the Israeli-Palestinian confl ict. We have become
accustomad to professions of freedom, democracy and peace from that nation, in the
name of which twice in one century that great Power has intervened in Europe to
help halt tyranny and defend peace and justice. 1Its militant support for the cause
of peace and freedom was so strong that the sacrifice of its sons who shed their
blood has left its mark on our world, a fact to which even today we cannot he
indifferent. N

My delegation considers that by virtue of its position as Ge facto world
leader, the United States should uphold the rule of law. Its refusal to grant a
visa to the Chairman of the Executive Committee of the Palestine Liberation
Organization (PLO) is, of course, an act of sovereignty of the United States, but
it nevertheless remains subject to criticism from the standpoint of its
international obligations as the host country of United Nations Headquarters.

Burkina Faso wonders abcit its attitude in consistently supporting one of the
Parties to the conflict while proclaiming its desire to help find a final
definitive solution to the conflict.

The question of Palestine ag it stands today goes back to the time when
Palestine was the responsibility of the League of Nations, the precursor of the
United Nations. The question merits a brief attempt to place it in its
geopolitical context.

The country was placed under mandate, and the Covenant of the league of
Nations provided for the wishes of the Palestinian community to be taken into

account, yet nothing was done in that regard. Perhaps here we should also mention

the British commitment to the Zicnist organization promising the eatablishment of a
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national Jewish homeland in Palestine, a country with which the Zionist leaders had
historical ties, their ancestors having lived there 2,000 years before the
diaspora. I am of course referring to the Balfour Declaration of 1917.

The autochthonous population, whose ancestors had also lived in Palestine for
almost 2,000 years, considered that the establishment of this national Jewish
homeland in its land violated its natural and inalienable righea.

Those two historical truths corroborate the tradition that Abrazham was the
common ancestor of the Jews and the Arabs.

The indigenous population - the Palestinians - felt that the Jewish settlement
was contrary to the independence the allied Powers had promised the Arab leaders in
exchange for their support during the war.

In February 1947, the complexity of the international situation ~ in
particular the plight of the Jews who had come from Nazi camps, the creation of the
League of Arab States, and the terrorist campaigns waged by the Irqun and the
Haganah in Palestine - obliged Great Britain %o place the question of Palestine in
the hands of the United Nations.

The British Mandate came to an end in confusion and in the war of 1948. The
armistice agreements that followed did not put an end to the Araba' challenge of
Israel's right to exist or to the desire of the exiled populations to return to
their homeland and recover their property. Now things have changed, and
considerably. Yesterday we heard the statement of the Chairman of the Executive
Committee of the PLO, which provides us with a glimmer of hope for peace and a

political settlement.
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The change involves two dimensions or phases. First, there is the arrogance
and intransigence of the Jews. 1In Israeli society, with repression, violence
became the order of the day and the majority of Israelis have adjusted to it. Now
we know that all acts of terrorism, which may be referred to as violence, if we are
to tone down the language, which have affected and which are still striking the
imagination of people around the world, have keen and continue to be offensive
actions or defensive actions, as the case may be. If they are part of an offensive
strategy, experience has demonstrated that they are always doomed to failure.

The offensive terrorism practised by the State of Israel - there is no more
appropr iate word - through its armed forces with weapons turned against the
populations of the occupied territories is a scandal, and a shame to our
civilization. 1t is therefore inevitable that it will fail, just as the genocide
carried out by the Nazis failed and was Cvercome. 1If, on the other hand, acts of
terrorism are part of a defensive strategy, they can, as experience has shown, be
8uccessful., From that point of view, victory, according to Guy Debord, goes to
those who have created disorder but not out of love of it. The intifadah is the
just reaction to Israel's aggression in plundering the Arab territories.

In its second phase, which has just been initiated at the meeting of the
Palestine National Council (MNQ), realism, flexibility and moderation have
prevailed. The roles have thus been reversed and Palestinians are being converted
back, with a view to achieving victory. The premiges are Precisely the historic
decigions of the PNC, which therefore assume greater saliency because the supr eme
body of the Palestine Liberation Organization (P1O) endorses Security Council
resolution 242 (1967) as a basis for the convening of an international peace
conference on the Middle East and adopts this new courageous stance admitting

peaceful coexistence,
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Today, it is Israel which is rejecting those proposals with a series of "No's"
to the international conference, "No" to talks with the PLO, "No" to restor ing even
an inch of the land conquered in 1967, and "No" to a Palestinian State. That was
apparently the platform that enabled Mr. Shamir to win the last election.

My Government sincerely hopes that the hostility of the majority of the people
of Israel will be abandoned soon and that its leaders will then demonstrate
pragmatism. My delegation hopes that, as we say in Africa:

"peace may reign in the world; the gourd may fit into the pot; beasts may get

along; and any bad word may get lost in the bushes".

That dream is our dream of peace. It requires good will on the part of all parties
and a commitmen to reach a compromise because only peace can safequard respect for
human beings in a healthy environment.

My Government has always supported the existence of two States and favours the
convening of the International Peace Conference on the Middle East. Of course, we
already recognize the Palestinian State that has just been established.

Fur thermore, Burkina Faso appeals to the great Powers to exert pressure to
bring Israel to take the hand outstretched by the PLO. Rejection of that offer
would indicate the failure of movement towards modera tion. Can we imagine what
might happen then? Can we expect the Palestinians to sit back with their arms
folded while the Israelis offer them no hope whatsoever?

The presence of my delegation in Geneva shows the interest my country has in
the Palestinian question and my Government's desire to take part in any activity
that might promote peace under the auspices of the United Nations. The 1988 Nobel
Peace Prize awarded the United MNations peace~keeping forces is a splendid

illustration and justification of the existence of the United Nations.
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Lastly, my country lends its support tc the report of the Committee on the
Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People.

Mr. SULAIMAN (Brunei Darussalam): I join other speakers in commending

Chairman Yasser Arafat for his important and enlightening address to the General
Assembly yesterday. He offered a un ique opportunity for peace. His impassioned
Plea should not go unheeded.

We are meeting here in Geneva in rather unfortunate circumstances. 1In the
normal course of events this debate would have been held at Unhited Nations
Headquarters in New York. It is regrettable that the United States refused the
visa application of the Chairman of the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO).
Chairman Arafat is the key to the debate on this question because he represents the
People of Palestine, the People most concerned in this matter. The refusal to
grant him a visa is a clear violation of the Headquarters Agreement signed between
the United States and the United Nations. This is not a heal thy precedent. If
such a decision is repeated, the United Nations cannot carry out its functions
properly and will loge its effectiveness as a world body .

Brunei Darussalam has always given firm Support to the PLO as the sole and
legitimate representative of the Palestinian pPeople. We feel it is crucial for the
PLO to be heard and allowed to participate in the debate on this question.
Yesterday's address by Mr. Arafat has proved ue right.

The question of Palestine has been on the agenda of the United Nations since
1947+ it is almost as old as the United Nations itself. This is a gentle reminder
perhaps of how urgent the problem has become. However, we have recently seen the
best chances of resolving the problem when the leaders of the Palestinian people
took the bold step of accepting Security Council resolutions 242 (1967)' and 338

(1973). We welcome thig courageous step. It is a step iﬁ the right direction.
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The leaders of the people of Palestine have shown that they can be flexible. They
have expressed a genuine desire for peace - peace which has eluded them for 40 long
years. They have gone a long way in their search for peace. They have cven gone
to the extent of giving up one of their most cher ished principles. However, it is
disappointiag and regrettable that this good and noble intention, this genuine
offer of peace, has met with scepticism. Instead of responding favourably, Israel
has chosen the path of confrontation. Israel chose to strengthen its grip on Eoth
Gaza and the West Bank. It has failed to match the bold step towards peace taken
by the PLO.

The decision recently adopted by the Palestine National Council (PNC) in
Algiers must be taken ser icusly. It has been endorsed overwhelmingly by the
international community. It constitutes a realistic approach to a peaceful
solution to the problem. The declaration of an independent Palestinian State is
perhaps the most important step in the direction of a just and lasting peace in the
Middle East. The world has a moral obligation and a duty to give the PLO a
chance. We welcome the new independent State of Palestine and extend our
recognition to it. The Palestinians must be given a permanent home of their own,
as provided by the General Assembly in 1947. 1Israel and its allies must realize
that the problem of Palestine can be resolved only by peaceful means. Forty years
of fighting have more than proved that, as Chairman Arafat and the PNC have

demonstrated,
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We hailed the Algiers declaration. It is a historic document for peace. 1It
provides a realistic and attainable alternative which can ensure peace and
stability in the region. My delegation supports the convening of an international
conference where all the parties involved, including the PLO, should be allowed to
participate on an equal footing. We feel that that is the only way to resolve the
Problem. 1Israel must have realized by now that the use of force cannot resolve the
pProblem. It has tried for 40 long years. a heavy price has been paid by both
sides. 1Its actions to Suppress the intifadah, the heroic uprising of the people of
Palestine in the occupied territories, not only have triggered more anger but have
sustained the effort