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HElPORT BY THE CHIEF Ol!' STAFF Of}' T.HE UNITED NATIONS TRUCE. SUPERVISION
OHGANI:7.,A'J:1ION DATED 26 SEJ?~EHlMBEJR 1956 CONG'ERNING INDICENTS ON THE

tTORDAN-ISIWlL ARMISTICE DEMARCAT:r,ON LINE

No..EJ2;y_jiJ1_e~e..£reta1'X.:~.£.~t.al: The Secl'ete.r:l-General refers
to his letter to the President of the Security Council
26 September' 1956 (S/3658) a..,l1dh0.s the hOl1ouJ:' to submit herewith
a re.port by the Chief of Staff of' .the Un:i.ted Nations Truce
Supervision Organization" da'ced 26 September 1956". concerning
the incidents the.t have 'calten p1aoe in the period between
29 July 1956 and 25 Se.ptelllbe.t' 1956 on the Jordan-Ia.reel
Armistice Demarcation J..Iine. In this connexiol1 the Secretary­
Gel1eral wishes 'bo dra\v attent:!.on again to the report of the
Cllj.ct' of Statt' pltblished as Annex II ofdocumel1t S/3632 .of
3 August 1956 concerning the incidents on the Jordan-Israel
ArmiEl'tice Demfi.l:'Cation L:lne from 26 Ap.ldl to 28 July 1956, or .from
the time of' the reaffirmation of a general cease-fire up to the
period covered by the present report. One of th~ incidents
mehtioned in the present report has been treated also in a
previous report from the Chief of Staff (8/3638).

I bl:.l,Ve the honour to submit the follo\tiing report on incidents involvin~

Israel and Jordan during the period 29 July to 25 September 1956 inclusive.

The sta:istics of incidents complained of by Jordan and Israel d~~ing this

period follow (based on :i.nformattoll aVl3,ilable at the time of the preparation of

this report):

Israel lodged 59 complaints:

1 Alle.g:lng crossing of the TJemarca'bion Line by a militery unit.

4 Alleg'.ng crossing of the Demarcation Line by military units and firing
inside-ISrael. .

1 Alleging crossing of the Demarcation Line by armed civilians.

9 Alleging crosaing of the Dell1arcation.Line by armed civilians and
firing inside. Israel.

3 Alleging crossing of the Demarcation 'Line by unarmed civilians.
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11 Alleging crossing of the Demarcation Line and theft .er attempted t.heft.

1 AUeging crossing of the rJemarcation Line and des·cruct.ion.

15 Alleging firing e.,crosr~ the Demarcat.ionLine u

11 P~legj.ng overflightr.:l.

'3 Alleging miscellaneous violations.

During this period 19 Israelis were killed and 28 wounded. Thirteen out of

59 Israeli complaints have been investigated, as requested by Israel.

The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan lodged 210 complaints for the same period:

6 Alleging crossing of the Demarcation Line by military units.

8 Alleging crossing of the Demarcation Line by military units and firing
inside Jordan.

1 Alleging crossing of the Demarcation Line by armed civilians.

1 Alleging crossing of the ~emarcation Line by armed civilians and firing
inside Jordan~ ,

2 Alleging crossing of the Demarcation L·ine by unarmed civilians .

. 29 Alleging firing across the Demarcation Line.

1.47 Alleging overflights.

If~lleging miscellaneous ~r:lolations.

During this period 72 Jordanians were killed and 24·wounded. Twenty-one out

of 210 complaints have been investigated, as requested by Jordan.

2. The f~llowing major incidents were considered a'c Emergency Meetings of the

Jordan-Israel Mixed Armistice Commission:

On 1 A~gust a group of armed persons from Israel, having crossed the

Demarcation Line, encountered a Jordanian patrol in the Wadi el Malih area at

apprOXimately 2200 hours, Jordan local time, and an exchange of fire followed.

Also on 2 August at about 0230 hours, Jordan time, an arme.d group from Israel
r .

encountered in this general a,rea another Jordanian :~atrol and 9pened submachine gun

fire, killing 2 National Guardsmen. (Israel was held responsible at the

6 August Mixed Armistice Commission EmergencylVleeting.)

On 16 Augus'{j in the hours of the morning a force of approximately 15 armed

men from Jordan crossed 'CheDemarcatJ.on Line in the Arava area, setup ambushes

at the side of the main road and opened fire at the pas~enger bus to Eilath and at

two jeeps escorting it. This attack reSUlted in the killing of one woman

pass~nger and three soldiers in the escort. Seven IsraeliS were wounded. The
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ambushers recrossed the Demarcation Lj.ne. (Jordan was held responsible in t.he

20 August Mixed Armistice Commission Emergency Meeting. )*
On 19 August at approximately 0820 hours and approximately 1500bour8

Jordan local time, Israeli armoured fighting vehicles were seen operating in the

Da,d;}rima area. The presence of' a,rmou:t'l":ld fighti.ng vehicles within 10 Itilometres

of the Dema~cation Line is prohibited under article VII, paragraph 1; Annex 1I,

paragraph I, 2(0.) of the General Armistiee Agreement. (I~raelwas held

responsible in the 22 August Mixed Armistice Commission Emergency Meeting.)

On 21 Augt\st nt apPl'oximatelyl145 hOU1,1S JOl'dan time, an Israeli patrol

crossed the Demarca,tion Line in the KhtimlU AI' Rihan a.rea. An exchange of fire

developed with a Jordanian patrol, as.a !'esult of which three Jord~nian National

Guardsmen were wounded and one Israeli soldier killed. (Israel vras held

responsible in the 29 August Mixed. Armistice Commission Emergency Meeting. )

On the morning of 10 September an Israeli u.nit carrying out map-reading

exerc~ses on the Demarca'cion Line in .the Idna - Da\-riyima area was fired at by

Jordan National Guards. In the ensuing clash six Israeli ~oldiers were killed,

three Israeli soldiers wounded. Israeli bodies weredre,gged across the

Demarcation.Lineinto Jordan. (Jordan Was held responsible in the 17 September

Mixed, Armistice Commission Emergency Meeting.)

At about midnight, local time, 11 September, apprOXimately one Israeli

bat'talion crossed the Demarcat:i.on Line and blew up the RahW'a police .post and an

empty .8chOol bUilding in the same area, ltilling .5 Jordan policemen and 10 Jordan

,soldiers. Part of this force laid an ambush· al')proxin!s,tely 5 lci.lometres inside

Jordan along the IIebron - BeerShe'ba road and Idlled 5 Jordanian soldiers , w'ounding

3 Jo~danian so}diers and damaging .3 Jprdanian vehicles. (Israel was held

r'<2RIi0nsible at the 19 September Mixed Armistice Commission Emergency Meet~ng. )

On the evening of 12 September a group of aggressors from Jordan killed

three Israeli guards at an oil drilling camp near Ein. Ofarim. (Jordan was held

responsible at the 24 September Mixed A:t'mistice Commission Emergency Meeting. )

* See also the report from the Chief of Staff, 20 August 1956 (8/.36.38).
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At 2100 hours GMT on 13 September a.large Israeli force totally destroyed a

police post and school at Gharandal, in Jordan. Nine. Jordanian policemen and two

Jordanian civilians were killed. Four Jordanian policemen, two Jordanian civilians

were wounded. (Israel was held responsible at the 25 September Mixed Armistice

Commission Emergency Meeting.)

3. The latest major incidents on 23,24 and ,25 September have contributed,

considerably to the tension on the Demarcation Line between Israel and Jordan.

4. On 23 September, machinegun fire was opened from a Jordanian position at

Mar Ilyas at approximately 100 members of the Israel Archaeolog10alCongress

inspecting rUins at Ramat Rahel in the Jerusalem area. Three were killed and

seventeen wounded, one of. Whom was reported to have died later. (The Israel

complaint abo~t. this incident wiilbe consid~red by the Mixed Armistic~ Commission

at an Emergency Meeting.)

5. 'Israel complained that a woman was shot while

settlement in the Jerusalem area on 24 September.

body and followed tracl~s to the Demarcation Line.

Jordan counter-claimed. that nine Israeli soldiers, three girls in khaki and

one girl in civilian clothes crossed the Demarcation Line in this area into Jordan.

The Israelis , it, was alleged, .Were shot at while in Jordan and retired carrying a

body" (This incident will be considered by the Mixed Armistice ColllIllission at an

Emergency Meeting.)

,6. Israel claims that in the afternoon ·of 24 September at 1300 GMT 'bhe driver of

a tractor. was missing in the Maoz Haiyim area. When a second tractor driver

searched for the first. driver, he was wounded by fire from Jordan. At 1330 GMT

ISl'aelisretr:i.eving the tractor were fired at.

The Jordanians allege that on 24 Sep'bemberat 1430 GMT two .Israelis swam

across the river Jorde,n and landed on Jordan territory. A Jordanian patrol opened

fire, killed one Israeli and w0unded another who disappeared in the river. Later

fire was opened from Israel territory.

A preliminary inves'tigationreport of both incidents together indicates

bloodstains and dragging marks on the west bank of the Jordan river. The body of

the first Israeli tractor driver was found on the east bank of 'Obe Jordan and the

second Israeli tractor driver was seen wounded. (This incident will be considered

'by the Mixed Armistice Commission at an Emergency Meeting. )
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7. nuringthe night of 25/26 September, Israeli forces attacked Sharafi 'police

post near Rusan village. The police post was comp~etelY demolished. Also a

school bUilding in Wadi Fttltin village was blown up. Thirty-sevenJordanian

soldiers (two of them were not seen bY. the United Nations Ob~ervers) and

two Jordanian civilians were killed and eleven Jordanians wounded.
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