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Concluding observations. Ecuador

1 The Committee considered the combined second and third periodic reports of Ecuador
(CRC/C/65/Add.28) at its 1034th and 1035th meetings (see CRC/C/SR.1034 and
CRC/C/SR.1035), held on 23 May 2005, and adopted at the 1052nd meeting, held

on 3 June 2005, the following concluding observations.

A. Introduction

2. The Committee welcomes the submission of the second and third combined periodic
reports aswell asthe detailed written repliesto itslist of issues (CRC/C/Q/ECU/2), which gave a
clearer understanding of the situation of children in the State party.

3. The Committee is encouraged by the frank and constructive dialogue it had with the State
party’ s del egation and welcomes the positive reactions to the suggestions and recommendations
made during the discussion.

B. Follow-up measuresundertaken and progress
achieved by the State party

4. The Committee notes with appreciation the initiative taken by the State party to reform
its laws relating to children and in particular the adoption of the Childhood and Adolescence
Code in 2003 which embodies the rights of the child proclaimed in the Ecuadorian Constitution
and in the main international conventions. It aso welcomes the establishment of the National
Council for Childhood and Adolescence in 2004 as a coordination body for official agencies
entrusted with implementing public child development policies.
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5. The Committee welcomes the establishment of the Observatory on the Rights of Children
and Y oung Persons in 2002, which collects, analyses and disseminates information on the status
of compliance with rights of children and adolescents.

6. The Committee welcomes the establishment of the specialized juvenile justice system in
accordance with the new Childhood and Adolescence Code.

7. The Committee welcomes the ratifications of the following international human rights
instruments:

€) The Minimum Age Convention, 1973 (No. 138) concerning minimum age for
admission to employment and the Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention, 1999 (No. 182)
in 2001;

(b) The International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant
Workers and Members of Their Familiesin July 2003; and

(© The Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of
children, child prostitution and child pornography in February 2004 and the Optional Protocol to
the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict
in July 2004.

8. The Committee notes with satisfaction the involvement of civil society, including
non-governmental organizations in the preparation of the report and the formulation of public
policies on children, thereby broadening popular participation in the implementation process.

C. Factorsand difficultiesimpeding the implementation of the Convention

0. The Committee takes note that the long-term impact of natural disasters such asthe
El Nifio phenomenon, political instability in the past years, extreme inequalities and social
injustice have negatively affected the implementation of the rights enshrined in the Convention.

D. Principal areas of concern and recommendations
1. General measuresof implementation
Committee' s previous recommendations

10.  The Committee notes with satisfaction that some concerns and recommendations

(see CRC/C/15/Add.93) made upon the consideration of the State party’ sinitial report have been
addressed through legisative measures and policies. However, recommendations regarding,
inter alia, resource allocation, birth registration, child labour and trafficking and the disparities
between urban and rural areas have not been given sufficient follow-up. The Committee notes
that those concerns and recommendations are reiterated in the present document.

11. The Committee urgesthe State party to take all necessary measuresto addressthose
recommendations from the concluding observations of theinitial periodic report that have
not yet been implemented and to provide adequate follow-up to the recommendations
contained in the present concluding observations on the second and third periodic reports.
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Legidation

12.  The Committee takes note with appreciation the progress made by the State party in the
legislative review process and in particular the adoption of the new Childhood and Adolescence
Code which harmonizes the national laws with the Convention on the Rights of the Child. The
Committee also notes that the State party isin the process of reforming the Penal Code and
Labour Code in order to bring them into line with the Childhood and Adolescence Code and
standards of the main international human rights instruments.

13. The Committee recommendsthat the State party strengthen itseffortsto fully
implement the recently adopted Childhood and Adolescence Code aswell asto expedite the
existing legisativereview processin the State party in order to bring the existing
legislation into line with the Code.

Coordination

14.  The Committee welcomes the establishment of the National Council of Childhood and
Adolescence provided for in the Childhood and Adolescence Code as well as the establishment
of Consgjos cantonales de la nifiez y adolescencia and Juntas cantonal es de procteccion de
derechos. However, the Committee expresses its concern that the new structuresin place suffer
from alack of coordination with existing ones.

15.  The Committee recommendsthat the State party ensure an adequate system of

coor dination among the variousinstitutions at all levelsin order to ensure full
implementation of the Convention. In thisregard, the Committeerefersthe State party to
its general comment No. 5 (2003) on gener al measur es of implementation of the Convention
on the Rights of the Child. The Committee also recommendsthat the State party provide
the National Council of Childhood and Adolescence and all the local entitieswith any
financial resour cesthat might be necessary for the optimum perfor mance of their
important tasks.

National Plans of Action

16.  The Committee notes that a 10-year National Plan of Action (Plan nacional decenal de
proteccion integral a las nifiez y adolescencia) was adopted in October 2004 by the State party.

17. The Committee recommendsthat the State party ensurethe allocation of sufficient
human and financial resourcesin atimely manner for effectiveimplementation of the
National Plan and promote and facilitate the active involvement of children, youth, parents
and other interested and relevant bodiesin order to attain the benchmarks established for
monitoring and evaluating the plan.

I ndependent monitoring

18.  While the Committee welcomes the establishment of the Office of the Ombudsman for
Women and Children within the Office of the Ombudsman for Human Rights, it remains
concerned that the department is not represented in all regions. Furthermore, the Committeeis
concerned about the lack of adequate human resources and budgetary allocations, as well asthe
limited level of awareness shared by children and adults alike about the services of the Office.
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19. The Committee recommendsthat the State party consider establishing a specific
separ ate department dealing with children’srightsthat coversall regions supported with
adequate human and financial resourcesin linewith the Principlesrelating to the status of
national institutionsfor the promotion and protection of human rights (the Paris
Principles) (General Assembly resolution 48/134, annex) and in accordance with the
Committee' sgeneral comment No. 2 (2002) on the role of independent national human
rightsinstitutions. The Committee also recommendsthat the State party strengthen its
campaign to raise awar eness among regional and local authorities of the importance of this
body to the promotion and protection of children’srights.

Resourcesfor children

20.  The Committee notes with deep concern that the resources allocated for social services,
particularly with regard to the promotion and protection of children’srights are relatively low
and this seems to alarge extent to be caused by considerable expenditure (more than 35 per cent
of the national budget) on debt servicing. In addition, the Committee is concerned that the free
trade agreements, currently being negotiated, may a so negatively impact the allocation of
budgets for social services.

21. TheCommittee urgesthe State party to increase budget allocationsfor the
promotion and implementation of therights of children in accordance with article 4 of the
Convention and pay particular attention to investment for the implementation and
protection of therights of children belonging to vulnerable groups, including indigenous
and Afro-Ecuadorian children, children living in poverty and those in remote areas. The
Committee also recommends that the State party undertake maximum effortsto negotiate
therescheduling of paymentson external and internal debtswith a view to investing more
in poverty reduction programmesincluding investment in theimplementation of rights of
children to, inter alia, education, the highest attainable standard of health and adequate
standard of living and calls on the international and private financial institutions and
bilateral and multilateral partnersto support these efforts. The Committeefinally
recommendsthat the State party ensurethat free trade agreements do not negatively affect
therightsof children, inter alia, in terms of accessto affordable medicines, including
genericones. Inthisregard, the Committeereiterates the recommendations made by the
Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (E/C.12/1/Add.100).

Data collection

22.  Whiletaking note that in the last few years the State party has made remarkable progress
in the data collection system, including the establishment of the System of Social Indicators on
Children and Adolescents, Sstema de indicatores social es sobre nifios, nifias y adol escentes,
within the Ecuador Integrated System of Social Indicators, the Committee is however concerned
at the lack of disaggregated statistical data by age, sex and ethnic origin which could provide a
better understanding of the situation of children in Ecuador, in particular of the vulnerable and
marginalized groups.

23. TheCommitteerecommendsthat the State party strengthen its system of collecting
disaggregated data as part of the national data collection system, including vulnerable and
mar ginalized groups such as children with disabilities, poor children, indigenous and
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Afro-Ecuadorian children, to form a basis on which to assess progress achieved in the
realization of children’srightsand to help design policiesto implement the Convention.
The Committee also recommends that the State party seek technical assistance from,
inter alia, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the Inter-American
Children’sInstitute.

Dissemination of the Convention

24.  The Committee notes with appreciation the efforts made by the State party in
disseminating the Convention through, inter alia, seminars and workshops. Nevertheless, it is of
the opinion that additional progress needs to be made by the State party with regard to raising
awareness among children and adults, especialy in rura and remote areas.

25.  The Committeerecommendsthat the State party strengthen its effortsto ensure
that the provisions of the Convention are widely known and under stood by adults and
children. It also recommendsthereinforcement of adequate and systematic training of all
professional groupsworking for, and with, children, in particular judges, lawyers, law
enforcement officials, teachers, including teachersin indigenous communitiesand rural
and remote areas, health personnel and social workersand personnel in childcare
institutions. The State party isalso encouraged to transate the new Childhood and
Adolescence Codeinto the various indigenous languages and to promote its principles and
provisions, inter alia, by making use of traditional and innovative methods of
communication.

2. Definition of the child

26.  The Committeeis concerned that the minimum age for marriage is 12 years for girls
and 14 years for boys.

27.  The Committee recommendsthat the State party establish one legal minimum age
for marriagefor both boysand girlsto an internationally acceptable level.

3. General principles
Non-discrimination

28.  The Committee reiterates the concern voiced by the Committee on the Elimination of
Racial Discrimination (CERD/C/62/CO/2, para. 11) that, despite constitutional and legal
guarantees, indigenous and Afro-Ecuadorian people, as well as members of other ethnic
minorities are, de facto, still discriminated against. The Committee is further concerned about
discrimination against girls, children living in poverty and refugee children.

29. TheCommittee urgesthe State party to take adequate measuresto ensure practical
application of the constitutional and legal provisions guaranteeing the principle of
non-discrimination and the full compliance with article 2 of the Convention and to
strengthen and effectively implement its national strategiesto eliminate discrimination on
any grounds and againgt all vulnerable groups.
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30. TheCommitteerequeststhat specific information beincluded, in the next periodic
report, on the measures and programmesrelevant to the Convention on the Rights of the
Child undertaken by the State party to follow up on the Durban Declaration and
Programme of Action adopted at the World Conference against Racism, Racial
Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related I ntolerance, taking into account general
comment No. 1 (2001) on the aims of education.

Theright tolife, survival and development

31.  The Committeeis particularly concerned about the high number of children who are
victims of violence.

32.  TheCommittee urgesthe State party to undertake effective measures, to the
maximum extent possible, to reduce and eliminate the occurrence of violence.

Respect for the views of the child

33.  While noting with appreciation the efforts made by the State party to implement the
principle of respect for the views of the child, the Committee is concerned that traditional
societal attitudes appear to limit children’ s right to freedom of expression in schools, courts or
within the family.

34. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party strengthen its effortsto ensure
that children’sviews are given due consideration in the family, schools, courts and relevant
administrative and other settings, aswell asin the media, in accordance with article 12 of
the Convention.

4. Civil rightsand freedoms
Birth registration

35.  Whiletaking note of the efforts made by the State party to promote the birth registration
of children, the Committee is concerned that 1 out of 10 children is not registered or is registered
at alater stage. The Committeeis further concerned that the birth registration rate in some
regions, such as the Amazon, isvery low.

36. In thelight of article 7 of the Convention, the Committee recommendsthat the
State party strengthen its effortsto institute systematic birth registration for all children
born within the national territory through, inter alia, the elimination of administrative
costsfor parents, awar eness-raising campaigns, and the introduction of mobile registration
unitsin rural areas, particularly in the Amazon region. The Committee also recommends
that the State party undertake similar measuresto ensureregistration of those children
who have not yet been registered. In thisregard, the State party should consider seeking
technical assistance from, inter alia, UNICEF, the United Nations Population Fund
(UNFPA) and other potential donors.
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Corporal punishment

37.  Whiletaking note that the Childhood and Adolescence Code prohibits corporal
punishment in schools and in the penal system as well as the introduction of programmes such as
“good treatment”, the Committee remains concerned that corporal punishment is still
traditionally accepted and widely practised in the family and in other settings as aform of
discipline.

38. TheCommitteerecommendsthat the State party introduce and enfor ce legidation
prohibiting all forms of corporal punishment in all settings, including in the family and
alternative childcar e system, aswell as strengthening awar eness-raising campaignsto
ensurethat alternative formsof discipline areadministered in a manner consistent with
the human dignity of the child and in conformity with the Convention, in particular
article 28 (2).

5. Family environment and alternative care
Parental responsibilities

39. The Committeeis concerned at the large number of female-headed households and often
limited degree to which fathers assume their parental responsibilities, including on issues related
to the recognition and maintenance of the child.

40. The Committee recommendsthat the State party undertake measur es to strengthen
the capacity of familiesand to pay particular attention to therole of fathers, including the
recognition and maintenance of the child.

41.  The Committeeis concerned that increasing emigration by Ecuadorians in recent years
has had a negative impact on the exercising of parental responsibilities in the upbringing and
development of the child.

42.  TheCommitteerecommendsthat the State party undertake all necessary measures
to ensurethat over seas Ecuadorian workers, equally men and women, are able to meet
their parental responsibilities, including through strengthening of bilateral agreements
with the countries of destination and the promotion of family reunification and stable
family environmentsfor the upbringing of children in accordance with articles 18 and 10
of the Convention. The Committee also encour agesthe State party to strengthen the
provision of child-sensitive family counselling servicesfor overseas Ecuadorian workers
and their children.

Alternative care

43.  The Committee notes with concern the increasing number of children deprived of their
natural family environment due to, inter alia, poverty, unemployment and the increasing number
of parents migrating to other countriesin search of better opportunities, thereby leaving their
children behind without proper care and in the custody of relatives or institutions.
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44.  The Committee recommendsthat the State party undertake measuresto strengthen
the family through the provision of adequate financial resour ces and to the reinfor cement
of community-based structuresfor children deprived of their family environment and into
linewith article 25 of the Convention, conduct periodic reviews of the placement of
children, and ensureingtitutionalization isa last resort.

Adoption

45.  While taking note that the new Childhood and Adolescence Code establishes the
principle of priority for the support of the family of origin over adoption, and the subsidiarity of
intercountry adoption over domestic adoption, the Committee remains concerned about the lack
of human and financial resources, including adequate training for the Central Authority.

46. TheCommitteerecommendsthat the State party reinforce the Central Authority
with adequate human and financial resour ces, with clear functions and an accr editation
and supervisory mechanism of national and foreign bodiesintervening in intercountry
adoption in accor dance with the Hague Convention on Protection of Children and
Cooperation in Respect of Intercountry Adoption.

Child abuse and neglect

47.  The Committee takes note of the legal protection introduced by the recently adopted
Code on Childhood and Adolescence. However, it remains concerned at the extent of abuse and
violence within the family and at the fact that the State party does not have a clear policy for
dealing with this phenomenon.

48. TheCommittee recommendsthat the State party strengthen its effortsto address
the problem of domestic violence and child abuse, including through:

@ Effective implementation of therelevant provisions of the Childhood and
Adolescence Code, inter alia, based on a compr ehensive collection of statistical data
disaggregated by sex, age and ethnicity;

(b) Conduct of educational public awar eness campaigns about the negative
consequences of child abuse and neglect;

(© Adoption of measur es which enable the Prosecutor’s Office, the Judicial
Police and thejudicial organsto investigate cases of violence against girls and adolescents
in a gender- and child-sensitive manner and sanction the per petrators;

(d) Ensuring the provision of counselling and assistance with recovery and
reintegration to all child victims of violence; and

(e Provision of adequate protection to child victims of abusein their homes and
by allowing videotaped testimony as admissible in court procedures.
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6. Basic health and welfare
Children with disabilities

49.  While welcoming the establishment of the Consejo nacional de discapacidades, the
Committee remains concerned at the lack of comprehensive data on the number of children with
disabilitiesin the State party. It also notes with concern that these children face various forms of
discrimination and that a high number of children with disabilities do not attend any form of
educational institution, in particular in rural and remote areas.

50.  TheCommitteerecommendsthat the State party:
(@) Collect accurate disaggregated data on children with disabilities,

(b)  Takeeffective measuresfor thereduction and elimination of societal
discrimination against children with disabilities, including through awar eness-raising and
educational campaigns;

(© In thelight of the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunitiesfor
Persons with Disabilities (General Assembly resolution 48/96) and the Committee's
recommendations adopted at its day of general discussion on therights of children with
disabilities (CRC/C/69, paras. 310-339), further encourage the integration of children with
disabilitiesinto theregular educational system and their inclusion in society, inter alia by
giving mor e attention to special training for teachers and making the physical
environment, including schools, sportsand leisurefacilitiesand all other public areas,
accessible for children with disabilities.

Health and health services

51.  Despite the considerable efforts made by the State party in the area of health, in particular
the reduction in infant mortality over the last 10 years, the Committee remains concerned at the
increasing adolescent mortality rates as stated in the State party report (para. 143). The
Committee is also concerned at the high levels of malnutrition, in particular in rural areas.

52. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party strengthen its effortsto improve
the health situation of children in the State party and improve accessto quality health
services and addressthe issue of malnutrition, particularly in rural and remote areas.
The Committee also recommends that the State party strengthen the “ Mother-and-child
friendly hospitals’ Initiative and update training manualsfor health professionals on the
promotion and protection of breastfeeding.

Environmental health

53.  The Committee reiterates the concern raised in its previous concluding observations
(CRC/C/15/Add.93) with regard to the damaging effect of oil extraction and the spraying of
illegal crops under Plan Colombia on the environment and on the health of children.
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54.  The Committee recommendsthat the State party effectively addressthe problem of
pollution and environmental degradation, including by seeking bilateral agreementsand
international cooperation. It also recommendsthat the State party strengthen its
environmental health education programme.

Adolescent health

55.  The Committee remains concerned at the increasing number of teenage pregnancies and
the number of very young mothers. The Committeeis also concerned that adolescents face
particular physical health and mental health risks, including violence, drug use and alcohol abuse
and sexually transmitted infections (STIs).

56. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party pay particular attention to
adolescent health, taking into account the Committee’s general comment No. 4 (2003) on
adolescent health and development in the context of the Convention on the Rights of the
Child. The Committee recommendsthat the State party strengthen the existing laws and
programmesand in particular:

@ Undertake measur esto reduce therate of teenage pregnancies, in particular
through reproductive health education and child-sensitive counselling services,

(b) Undertake measuresto reduce therate of teenage pregnancies through,
inter alia, the effective implementation of the Sex Education and Love Act in a gender- and
child-sensitive manner;

(© Undertake effective measuresto prevent sexually transmitted diseases and to
combat drug use and alcohol abuse by children, including through public education
awar eness-raising campaigns and ensur e that children who abuse alcohol and/or use drugs
have access to effective structures and proceduresfor treatment, counselling, recovery and
reintegration;

(d) Increaseits effortsto promote mental health and counselling services,
inter aliawith a view to addressing suicide among adolescents, and ensuring that such
services are accessible to, and appropriate for all adolescents, including indigenous,
Afro-Ecuadorian and thoseliving in remote ar eas.

Standard of living

57.  The Committee joins the concern expressed by the Committee on Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights (see E/C.12/1/Add.100, para. 26) with regard to the persistent and growing
level of poverty in the State party, particularly affecting children, including indigenous and
Afro-Ecuadorian children.

58.  The Committeerecommendsthat the State party increaseitseffort to provide
vulnerable and marginalized children, including indigenous and Afro-Ecuadorian children,
with material assistance and support programmes, particularly with regard to nutrition,
clothing and housing in accordance with article 27 of the Convention.
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7. Education, leisure and cultural activities

59.  The Committee acknowledges the remarkabl e improvement made in the field of
education, including the forthcoming implementation of bilingual education. The Committee
also takes note of the system of measurement of academic achievements (APRENDO).
However, the Committee is concerned at the low level of government investment in education,
the poor equipment for schools, the limited access to educational facilities for street children and
the regional disparitiesin the full enjoyment of the right to education.

60. TheCommitteerecommendsthat the State party:

(@ I ncrease expenditure on education, in particular in primary, pre-primary
and secondary education;

(b) Increase enrolment in primary and secondary education, reducing
socio-economic, ethnic and regional disparitiesin the access and full enjoyment of the
right to education;

(© Strengthen its measures to prevent the problem of school dropouts;

(d)  Strengthen vocational training, which islinked to therequirements of the
labour market and ensure street children have accessto education which issuited to their
specific needs;

(e Enhance the quality of teaching and provide adequate training to teachers;
and

(f) Seek technical cooperation with, inter alia, UNICEF and the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization.

Leisure, recreation and cultural activities

61.  While noting the efforts undertaken by the State party in organizing sports and cultural
activities, the Committee notes with concern the insufficient number of recreationa and cultural
activities available.

62. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party ensurethat children can enjoy
their right toleisure, play and participation in cultural and artistic activities, in accordance
with article 31 of the Convention.

8. Special protection measures
Refugee children

63.  The Committee notes with appreciation the efforts made by the State party in hosting an
increasing number of asylum-seekers among which there is a significant number of children,
including the steps taken in cooperation with the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees in registering asylum-seekers and refugees and issuing new identification documents to
both asylum-seekers and refugees.
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64.  The Committeerecommendsthat the State party continueto strengthen its

asylum poalicy, in particular to adopt legislative measur es gover ning the treatment of
unaccompanied and separated children. Furthermore, the Committee recommendsthat
the State party strengthen itsefforts to secure full access of all refugee and asylum-seeking
children to education, health and other services. In thisregard, the Committee
recommendsthat the State party seek international cooperation with and assistance from,
inter alia, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization.

I nternal/external displacement

65.  The Committee expresses its concern at the high number of people, among which a
significant number of children, who are victims of violence and displacement, which areto a
significant degree a consequence of Plan Colombia.

66. The Committee recommendsthat the State party undertake all necessary measures
to reduce the negative impacts of Plan Colombia on the population, to ensurethe respect of
therights of the children and to provideall victimswith assistance for recovery.

Economic exploitation, including child labour

67.  While welcoming the measures taken by the State party to combat the worst forms of
child labour, the Committee is deeply concerned at the high number of children between the age
of 5 and 15 working in the State party. It isalso concerned, as noted by the State party, that
approximately 4,000 children are involved in mining work, and that a substantial number of
children works in the banana sector.

68.  The Committee urgesthe State party to continueto strengthen itslegisative and
other measuresto combat child labour. In thisregard, the Committee recommends that
the State party:

@ Effectively implement its domestic legidation and programmesto
progressively eradicate child labour with the active participation of working children;

(b) I mprove and enhance the human and financial capacity of the labour
inspection system to effectively implement the child labour laws, including the prohibition
against employing children in harmful and hazar dous work;

(© Provide former child workerswith appropriate recovery, education and
vocational training opportunities.

Sexual exploitation and trafficking

69.  The Committee takes note with appreciation of the considerable efforts undertaken by the
State party and the various studies conducted by different institutions regarding the issue of
sexual exploitation and trafficking of children, as reported by the State party. The Committee
expresses its deep concern at the high number of children involved in commercial sexual
exploitation and at the insufficient measures adopted by the State party in this regard.
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70.  The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

(@) Undertake appropriate legislative measures, including the revision of the
Penal Codein order to criminalize, among others, sexual exploitation, pornography and
sex tourism, asreported in therepliesto thelist of issues,

(b) Develop an effective and comprehensive policy addressing the sexual
exploitation of children, including the factorsthat place children at risk of such
exploitation;

(© Avoid criminalizing child victims of sexual exploitation;

(d) Implement appropriate policiesand programmesfor the prevention,
recovery and reintegration of child victims, in accordance with the Declaration and Agenda
for Action of thefirst World Congress against Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children
and the Y okohama Global Commitment 2001 adopted at the second World Congress.

Juvenilejustice

71.  The Committee welcomes the establishment of the specialized juvenile justice system in
accordance with the new Childhood and Adolescence Code. However, the Committeeis
concerned that deprivation of liberty should not be used systematically but as a measure of last
resort only. It isalso concerned at the slow pace at which cases are processed.

72.  The Committee urgesthe State party to ensure the full implementation of juvenile
justice standards, in particular article 37 (b), article 40 and 39 of the Convention aswell as
the United Nations Standard Minimum Rulesfor the Administration of Juvenile Justice
(the Beijing Rules) (General Assembly resolution 40/33) and the United Nations Guidelines
for the Prevention of Juvenile Delinquency (the Riyadh Guidelines) (General Assembly
resolution 45/112) and in the light of the Committee’s day of general discussion on the
administration of juvenilejustice. The Committeefurther recommendsthat the

State party:

(@) Strengthen its socio-educational measuresin all theterritoriesof the
State party;

(b)  Consider deprivation of liberty only asa measure of last resort and for the
shortest possible period of time;

(© Provide per sons below 18 years of age with legal or other assistance;

(d) Ensurethat personsbelow 18 years of age remain in regular contact with
their familieswhilein the juvenilejustice system; and

(e Introduce training programmes on relevant international standardsfor all
professionalsinvolved in the administration of juvenilejustice.
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Children belonging to a minority or indigenous group

73.  The Committee takes note of the various measures undertaken by the State party with
regard to indigenous children, including the implementation of the bilingual intercultural
education system. However, the Committee remains concerned about the limited enjoyment of
rights by indigenous children, particularly with regard to access to education and health dueto
widespread poverty. It isalso concerned that indigenous children:

@ Begin to work in agricultural and domestic activities at 5 years of age for boys
and 4 years for girls;

(b) Are subjected to punishment, including forms of public shaming; and
(© Are often victims of sexua abuse.

74.  The Committeerecommendsthat the State party take all necessary measuresto
protect the rights of indigenous children against discrimination and to guarantee their
enjoyment of therightsenshrined in domestic law and in the Convention. In thisregard,
the Committeerefersthe State party to itsrecommendations adopted following its day of
general discussion on therightsof indigenous children at itsthirty-fourth session in 2003.
The Committee further recommendsthat the State party provide indigenous communities,
including children with sufficient information regarding birth registration procedures,
child labour, HIV/AIDS, child abuse and neglect, including cor poral punishment.

9. Optional Protocolsto the Convention on the Rights of the Child

75.  The Committee recommendsthat the State party submit itsreportsunder the
Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child
prostitution and child pornography and the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the
Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict by 2006.

10. Follow-up and dissemination
Follow-up

76.  The Committee recommendsthat the State party take all appropriate measuresto
ensure full implementation of the present recommendations, inter alia, by transmitting
them to the members of the Council of Ministersor the Cabinet or asimilar body, the
Parliament, and to provincial or State Governments and Par liaments, when applicable,
for appropriate consideration and further action.

Dissemination

77.  The Committee further recommendsthat the second periodic report and written
replies submitted by the State party and related recommendations (concluding
observations) it adopted be made widely available in the languages of the country,
including via the I nternet (but not exclusively), to the public at large, civil society
organizations, youth groups, professional groupsand children, in order to generate debate
and awar eness of the Convention, itsimplementation and monitoring.
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11. Next report

78.  TheCommittee underlinestheimportance of areporting practicethat isin full
compliance with the provisions of article 44 of the Convention. An important aspect of the
responsibilities of States partiesto children under the Convention isensuring that the
Committee on the Rights of the Child hasregular opportunitiesto examinethe progress
made in the implementation of the Convention. In thisregard, regular and timely
reporting by States partiesiscrucial. The Committee urgesthe State party to submit the
next periodic report by 7 September 2007. Such areport should not exceed 120 pages

(see CRC/C/148). The Committee expectsthe State party to report thereafter every
fiveyears, asforeseen by the Convention.



