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Letter dated 9 November 1983 from the Permanent Representative of 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland to the 

United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General 

In view of the circulation, on the eve of the General Assembly's debate on the 
"Question of the Falkland Islands (Malvinas)", of a further Argentine letter 
(~/38/567-s/16125), I have the honour to address you once again on the question of 
the construction of a new airport in the Falkland Islands. I wish to draw 
attention to my letter of 25 August, circulated as document A/38/362-5/15938. This 
letter, not newspaper reports , represents the position of the United Kingdom. It 
is not necessary for me to repeat the contents of that letter in full. I would 
merely state the following in response to the far-fetched allegations contained in 
the Argentine letter under reference: 

(a) The new airport is being built following the recommendations of the 
Shackleton Mission originally made in their 1976 report in the context of improved 
Civil air communications for the Falkland Islands, In his subsequent report 
of 1982, Lord Shackleton noted that an air service was essential for most of the 
development possibilities under consideration and pointed out that limitations on 
the life of the existing runway at Port Stanley would require the construction of a 
completely new airport. 

(b) The new airfield will at the same time facilitate the fulfilment by the 
United Kingdom of their duty to defend the Falkland Islands and its people against 
further hostile action by Argentina. The United Kingdom's total military 
dispositions and facilities in the Falkland Islands, including airfield facilities, 
are strictly limited to the scale required to meeting the present threat to the 
Islands. If thought to be material, the estimated cost of the airport 
construction, as announced in the House of Commons, is E215 million. 

(c) Talk about a NATO base or about the United Kingdom's global strategic 
objectives is pure fantasy. The Falkland Islands lie many thousands of miles 
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outside the area covered by the North Atlantic Treaty and the Falkland Islands are i 
not by any stretch of the imagination included in NATO plans and operations, nor 
would it be possible under the North Atlantic Treaty for them to be so included. 

It is the United Kingdom's hope that the necessity of maintaining deterrence 
against renewed Argentine aggression will be temporary. However, the attempt in 
the latest Argentine letter and Argentine statements to inflame opinion by painting 
a totally false picture of the nature and purpose of the new airport, the facts 
about which are widely available , must be a source of continuing concern to the 
government of the United Kingdom, and indeed to the United Nations, especially 
while Argentina still fails to demonstrate convincingly that they renounce the use 
of force as a means of settling the present dispute. 

I have the honour to request you to have this letter circulated as a document 
Of the General Assembly, under agenda item 25, and of the Security Council. 

(Signed) J. A. THOMSON 
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