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Chapter I 

MANDATE, ESTABLISHMENT AND ACTIVITIES OF THE GROUP 

A. Decision 1988/106 

1. At its 56th meeting, on 10 March 1988, the Commission on Human Rights 
without a vote took the following decision: 

"The Commission on Human Rights, having regard to the invitation of 
the Government of Cuba, decided: 

(a) to accept the invitation that the Chairman and five members of 
the Commission, appointed following regional consultations, should 
visit Cuba in order to observe the human rights situation; 

(b) that the Chairman of the Commission, together with the five 
other members of the mission, should prepare a report to be submitted 
for consideration by the Commission, which would decide on the manner 
in which the report was to be examined." 

2. This report is being submitted to the Commission on Human Rights 
pursuant to the above-mentioned decision, with the aim of informing the 
Commission of the group's observations on the human rights situation in Cuba. 
Chapter I details the group's activities before, during and after its visit to 
Cuba. Chapter II covers the constitutional and legal aspects of human rights 
in Cuba. Chapters ill and IV set out the group's observations on civil and 
political rights and on economic, social and cultural rights respectively. 
Chapter V contains the final considerations. The report also includes a set 
of annexes which form an integral part of it. 

B. Establishment of the Group 

3. Through a press release dated 31 May 1988, the Chairman of the 
Commission on Human Rights at its forty-fourth session announced the 
membership of the group which would visit Cuba pursuant to decision 1988/106. 
The group, under the chairmanship of Ambassador Alioune Sene, from Senegal, in 
his capacity as Chairman of the Commission on Human Rights, was composed, 
after regional consultations, of the following members: Ambassador J. Sefi 
Attah, from Nigeria, representing the African Group; Ambassador Todor Dichev, 
from Bulgaria, representing the Eastern European Group; Under-Secretary for 
Foreign Affairs Jose D. Ingles, from the Philippines, representing the Asian 
Group; Ambassador Michael J. Lillis, from Ireland, representing the Group of 
Western European and others States; and Ambassador Rafael Rivas Posada, from 
Colombia, representing the Latin American Group. 

C. Preliminary activities 

4. On 9 June 1988 the Chairman of the group met with the Permanent 
Representative of Cuba to the United Nations Office at Geneva for the purpose 
of coordinate the group's visit. The Permanent Representative of Cuba 
expressed the wish of his Government to co-operate with the group in the 
fulfilment of its mandate. The Chairman of the group proposed tentatively 
that the visit take place between 18 and 24 September 1988. On 4 July 1988 on 
the iniciative of the Permanent Representative of Cuba, the Chairman met in 
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Geneva with Deputy Minister for External Relations of Cuba, Mr. Raul Roa 
Kouri. The Deputy Minister reiterated the wish of his Government to 
co-operate with the group; furthermore he expressed the agreement of the 
Government of Cuba with the dates proposed by the Chairman. He also 
emphasized his Government's views that it was for the group to determine in 
complete freedom the details of its visit and he repeated that the group could 
meet whomever it wished and go wherever it wanted. He nevertheless stated 
that the Cuban Government wished to submit a proposed programme of work that 
included a list of government officials and representatives of mass 
organizations whom, in the Government's view, the group should meet during its 
visit. In addition, the Cuban Government proposed a list of institutions that 
might be visited. Among the officials the Government suggested that the group 
should interview were the Minister for External Relations, the Minister of the 
Interior, the Minister of Justice, the President of the Supreme Court of 
Justice, the Attorney-General, the Director of Prisons and the Chief of the 
Department of State Security. The institutions suggested for visits included 
the Nationsl Assembly of People's Power, various educational centres, 
hospitals and prisons (including Combinado del Este, Boniato, Women's Prison, 
etc.). The Deputy Minister further suggested that the group should interview 
representatives of mass organizations, including the Communist Youth 
Organization and the Federation of Cuban Women. Annex I to this report 
contains a note reflecting the proceedings at this meeting. 

5. On the request of the Government of Cuba the Chairman of the group met 
once again with the Deputy Minister for External Relations in Geneva on 25 
July 1988 prior to the opening of the first meeting of the group. 

6. After the adoption of the decision by the Commission on Human Rights 
and while the process of choosing members of the group was under way, private 
individuals and organizations comunicated to the Commission their views on 
various aspects of the human rights situation in Cuba. The information from 
private individuals and organizations thus received consisted of reports and 
publications; some organizations, including the Labour Commission for Human 
Rights in Cuba, based in Miami, the Madrid Office of the Cuban Committee for 
Human Rights, the United States Mission to the United Nations Office at Geneva 
and the Cuban Political Imprisonment Organization, transmitted information on 
individual cases. The group's Chairman, in his capacity as Chairman of the 
Commission on Human Rights, interceded with the Cuban Government, calling for 
a prompt solution to some of these cases on purely humanitarian grounds. The 
letters sent by the Chairman were delivered to Ambassador Carlos Lechuga 
Hevia, the Permanent Representative of Cuba to the United Nations Office at 
Geneva, and were dated 17 June 1988 (6 cases), 30 June 1988 (9 cases) and 
14 July 1988 (10 cases). On 1 September 1988 */ the Chairman submitted an 
additional case. The Cuban Government informed the Chairman orally that 10 
cases were under study, 8 had the authorization to enter or leave the country, 
5 were momentarily forbidden from abandoning Cuba and 3 had no difficulties to 
leave the country if they so wish. 

7. Following consultations with the members, on 29 June the Chairman 
convened the first meeting of the group, to be held in Geneva from 25 to 
29 July 1988. At the same time, he requested the Commission's secretariat to 
prepare the following documents for that meeting: a summary of the principal 
human rights provisions in the Cuban Constitution and Penal Code; a list of 
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international human rights conventions ratified by Cuba; a list of documents 
relating to the human rights situation in Cuba received by the group up to 
30 June 1988 from Cuban and foreign non-governmental organizations; a list of 
all individual cases referred to in material received by the secretariat; a 
list of persons or entities wishing to be heard by the group; and a list of 
private individuals and organizations who had requested the group's assistance 
in solving specific problems. */ 

£>• First meeting of the Group (Geneva. 25-29 July 1988) 

8. At its first meeting, the group discussed the scope of the mandate it had 
been given by the Commission on Human Rights and the criteria it would use to 
observe the human rights situation in Cuba. In this respect, it agreed by 
consensus that the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the international 
instruments relating to human rights ratified by Cuba would constitute the 
fundamental bench-mark for its observations (see annex II). The members of 
the group also discussed the programme of work, in the light of the proposal 
made by the Government of Cuba. They decided, in addition, to grant equal 
time and opportunities to the governmental sector and the non-governmental 
sector and to set aside, within their programme, the necessary time for visits 
to places of interest. All these decisions were taken by consensus, a 
procedure which the group agreed to follow in future. 

9. Similarly, the group reviewed the material received and the documents 
mentioned above. It also took the opportunity to exchange views on the 
principal provisions of the Cuban Constitution and Penal jde involving human 
rights in Cuba. It went on to discuss a number of ma^' j concerning its 
visit and took the following decisions: 

(1) To send the Government of Cuba a selection of documents received by 
the group from Cuban and foreign non-governmental organizations in order that 
the Government might, if it so wished, express its opinions on them to the 
group (see annex III). Among those documents were several sent by 
non-governmental organizations and individuals in Miami including lists of 
some 2,000 cases and letters of allegations of human rights said to have 
occured in earlier years. These allegations referred to right to life, 
integrity, security, individual liberty and privacy; political and religious 
freedoms; judicial protection of rights and public freedoms; and the right 
to education. These documents were transmitted by letter dated 
29 August 1988. The group did not receive any written comments from the Cuban 
authorities on these documents; during interviews with the group, however, 
the authorities provided information on various aspects. 

(2) To send the Government of Cuba a note containing its principal 
questions about the possible effect on human rights of certain constitutional 
and penal provisions and to ask for comments, if possible for the group's next 
meeting, to be held from 12 to 15 September 1988. 

*/ The documents are available for consultation, in the secretariat's 
files. 
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(3) To approve a provisional programme of work for the visit, which, 
after a lengthy exchange of ideas, was drawn up on the basis of the principle 
of accommodating the wishes of each •member of the group, without giving anyone 
priority over anyone else. Applying that principle, the group decided to 
extend its visit, agreeing that it should take place from 16 to 
25 September 1988. The group also agreed to send a member of the secretariat 
to Cuba a few days before its arrival, so as to prepare details of the visit 
and to make arrangements for individuals and organizations that might request 
interviews with the group or submit testimony to it. The group also agreed 
that its second meeting before the visit to Cuba would be held in Geneva from 
12 to 15 September 1988 and that, in the course of the meeting, it would 
receive any human rights organizations wishing to address it. 

(4) To agree that the Chairman would be the only person authorized to 
make statements to the mass communication media in connection with the group's 
mandate. 

(5) To send the Government of Cuba a communique announcing the group's 
visit, for appropriate publication in the Cuban press as from 10 August 1988. 
The text of the communique was transmitted to the Permanent Representative of 
Cuba to the United Nations by letter on 4 August 1988. The communique began 
by reproducing decision 1988/106 in full. It went on to list the members of 
the group and give the dates of its visit. It concluded by stating that any 
organizations or persons interested in supplying information or to meet the 
group could contact the secretariat through the UNDP office in Havana 
before 10 September 1988. The full text of the communique will be found in 
annex IV. 

10. During this first preparatory meeting, on 28 July 1988 the group invited 
the Permanent Representative of Cuba to the United Nations Office at Geneva, 
who was informed of its decisions and with whom it exchanged views on various 
aspects of the visit. The group requested and obtained guarantees from the 
Government of Cuba that no reprisals would be taken against persons testifying 
before it. For his part, the Ambassador of Cuba undertook to send to his 
Government, as soon as he received them, the documents selected by the group 
and the note it had prepared about the implications on human rights of certain 
Cuban constitutional and penal provisions. He further undertook to 
communicate to his Government the dates of the visit and the group's programme 
of work and to request that the communique announcing its visit should be 
reported in the principal media. The group emphasized the need for the said 
communique to be published in the press in due time prior to the visit. (See 
annex V). 

11. After the group had sent to the Cuban Government the letter dated 
4 August 1988 containing its request to publicize the above communique, the 
secretariat contacted the Resident Representative of UNDP in Havana, for the 
purpose, of co-ordinating the publication of the communique. Shortly 
afterwards, the secretariat was informed by the Ministry for External 
Relations that the Government of Cuba would, through its Permanent 
Representative in Geneva, consult the Chairman of the group on how often the 
communique was to be published. After informal consultations with the 
participation of members of the group, the newspaper Granma published a notice 
on 27 August 1988 reporting the announcement by the Deputy Minister for 
External Relations of the group's visit to Cuba. The text of the notice will 
be found in annex VI. 
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E. Second meeting of the Group (Geneva. 12-15 September 1988) 

12. On 12 September 1988, before its second meeting, the group's Chairman had 
a meeting in Geneva with Cuba's Deputy Minister for External Relations at the 
latter's iniciative, with whom he arranged details relating to the group's 
visit. In the course of its second meeting, the group heard statements by 
representatives of Amnesty International and the New York City Bar Association 
on the results of their working visits to Cuba. Delegations from both 
organizations visited Cuba in 1988 at the invitation of the Government of 
Cuba, to study the human rights situation. The group also received testimony 
from eight representatives of the Task Force for Human Rights, based in Miami, 
two representatives of the association Women for Human Rights Inc., and one 
representative of the Spanish section of the Cuban Committee for Human Rights, 
based in Madrid. These three organizations reported alleged violations of 
human rights relating to the right to life, integrity, security, individual 
liberty and political and religious freedoms. 

F. The visit to Cuba (16-25 September 1988) 

13. The group, accompanied by five members of the staff of the Centre for 
Human Rights, six interpreters, two sound engineers and a press officer, 
arrived at Jose Marti airport in Havana early in the morning of 
16 September 1988 and was met by the Deputy Minister for External Relations of 
Cuba, Mr. Raul Roa Kouri. Both the Deputy Minister and the group's Chairman 
made statements to the press. In the afternoon of the same day the group was 
received in person by Mr. Isidoro Malmierca, Minister for External Relations, 
who stated that, in the view of the Cuban authorities the mandate of the group 
was to observe the situation of human rights in Cuba. During its stay in 
Cuba, the group met Dr. Fidel Castro Ruz, President of the Council of State 
(25 September). It was also received by Mr. Carlos Rafael Rodriguez, 
Vice-President of the Council of State (25 September), and other senior 
government officials, in particular those responsible for sectors directly 
related to human rights. Thus, the group met Mr. Jose A. Fernandez, Minister 
of Education, and Mr. Fernando Vecino Alegret, Minister of Higher Education 
(19 September); Mr. Julio Teja, Minister of Health (20 September); 
Gen. Jose Abrantes, Minister of the Interior (22 September); 
Mr. Juan Escalona Reguera, Minister of Justice (22 September) and 
Mr. Francisco Linares Calvo, Minister of Labour (23 September). It also met 
representatives of the legislature and the judiciary, the former including 
Mr. Luis Mendez Morejon, Secretary-General of the National Assembly of 
People's Power and seven other members (17 September); and the latter 
including Mr. Raul Amaro Salup, President of the Supreme Court (22 September). 
On the same day it also met Mr. Ramon de la Cruz Ochoa, Attorney-General of 
the Republic; representatives of the Cuban Union of Jurists, headed by 
Mr. Carlos Amat Torres, President of the Union; the National Directorate of 
Bufetes Colectivos (Associated Lawyers' Offices), headed by 
Mr. Emiliano Maurela Porto; and Mr. Jose Felipe Carneado and 
Mr. Carlos Aldana Escalante, the Communist Party officials responsible for 
religious affairs and for information and culture respectively. 
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14. The group also met officials of the Housing Institute (20 September) and 
leaders of the following mass organizations: National Co-ordinating 
Organization for the Committees for the Defence of the Revolution (CDR) 
(21 September), Federation of Secondary School Students (FEEM), Federation of 
University Students (FEU), Union of Communist Youth (UJC) and Cuban Union of 
Journalists (23 September). In addition, the group had the opportunity to 
hear and talk with the President of the Cuban Radio and Television Institute 
(23 September). 

15. At a meeting held on 18 September the group exchanged views with 
prominent figures in the world of Cuban arts and culture invited by the Union 
of Writters and Artists of Cuba. It also met directors of the principal 
newspapers, periodicals and television and radio stations, namely Granma, 
Bohemia, Juventud Rebelde. Traba.i adora, TeleRebelde and Radio Rebelde (23 
September). This meeting was also attended by the Dean of the Faculty of 
Journalism in the University of Havana and the President of the Cuban Union of 
Journalists. 

16. During its stay in Havana the group visited educational institutions, 
hospitals, a Committee for the Defence of the Revolution, a detention centre, 
and a prison. The educational institutions visited included the 
Jose Antonio Echeverria Advanced Political Institute, the San Antonio de los 
Banos Secondary School, the International Cinema School (19 September) and the 
Cesareo Fernandez Diaz Primary School (20 September). The hospitals visited 
included the Hermanos Ameijeida Hospital and the Psychiatric Hospital 
(20 September). The group also visited the Armando Parra Committee for the 
Defence of the Revolution (No. 5) in the municipality of 10 de Octubre, and 
the Villa Marista (Headquarters of the Department of State Security and 
Holding Centre for interrogation of State Security prisoners) and the 
Combinado del Este prison, where it talked with nine prisoners chosen by the 
group during its visit (21 September). 

17. The group travelled outside Havana on two occasions. On the first 
occasion (17 September), at the suggestion of the Government of Cuba, it 
visited the Isla de la Juventud, where it was met by local officials and the 
Minister of Education, who accompanied the group on a visit to a school for 
Namibian children, where these and children of other nationalities attending 
other schools on the Isla de la Juventud gave a musical performance. The 
group also visited the old Isla de Pinos prison, now converted into a museum. 

18. On the second occasion (24 September) and on its own initiative, the 
group travelled to the province of Pinar del Rio, where it met provincial 
officials. It visited the provincial prison, known as "Cinco y Medio", where 
it talked with two common prisoners and one counter-revolutionary prisoner, 
and at the Republica de Chile Agricultural Production Co-operative, where it 
had a wide-ranging informal talk with the Co-operative's leaders and members, 
and afterwords visited their premises. On the same day, the group split up 
for the second and last time during its visit to Cuba. One of the resulting 
subgroups talked with the Provincial Social welfare and Assistance Commission, 
while the other talked with provincial representatives of the Federation of 
Cuban Women. The other occasion on which the group split up was when 
Ambassadors Lillis and Dichev were asked by the group to receive 
communications that some political prisoners wanted to convey to it in 
Combinado del Este Prison. In the late afternoon, the group received oral 
testimony from 10 persons from Ciudad Sandino and written testimony from some 
40 other persons. 
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19. In addition to all these activities, and in strict conformity with its 
earlier decision to divide its time equitably between the governmental and 
non-governmental sectors, the group received non-governmental organizations at 
the Hotel Comodoro in Havana, where it was staying. These were the Cuban 
Committee for Human Rights, represented by its Vice-President, Mr. Gustavo 
Arcos Bergnes, and by the heads of the sectoral sub-committees on Education, 
Art and Letters and on Public Health represented by Mr. Sebastian Arcos 
(son); the Commission for Human Rights and National Reconstruction, headed by 
Mr. Elizardo Sanchez Santa Cruz (17 September), the Allied Human Rights and 
National Reconciliation Organizations, headed by Mr. Julio Soto Angurel 
(17 September); the Asociacion Naturista Vida, represented by 
Mr. Orlando Polo and Mrs. Mercedes Perez Lorente (17 September); and the 
Asociacion Pro-Art Libre (Free Arts Association), headed by 
Mr. Armando Araya Garcia and Ms. Rita Fleitas Fernandez (22 September). The 
group also invited the leaders of the Cuban Ecumenical Council, headed by 
Reverend Raul Suarez Ramos (17 September) and the Catholic Episcopal 
Conference (23 September) to meet with the group, at which the Conference was 
represented by its President Monsignor Jaime Ortega, Archbishop of Havana, 
Monsignor Jose Siro Gonzales, Bishop of Pinar del Rio and 
Monsignor Carlos Manuel de Cespedes, Director of the Secretariat of the 
Episcopal Conference. In all, the group received testimony from more than 
30 official representatives of non-governmental organizations. 

20. The group also received oral testimony from approximately 50 persons. 
The group was obliged to take steps to ensure that, as far as possible, all 
persons requesting a meeting were duly heard and their cases appropriately 
recorded. Individual and collective testimony received by mail was also 
recorded and filed, together with testimony given in person. This was done by 
organizing a reception system which operated permanently throughout the 
visit. In addition to direct testimony from the 87 persons it interviewed, 
more than 30 of whom represented non-governmental organizations, with the 
co-operation of the United Nations Development Programme office in Havana and 
the secretariat, the Secretariat on behalf of the group also received written 
testimony from approximately 1,600 persons. Annex VII gives the names of 
these persons with an indication of their complaints. */ 

21. On 25 September, the day of its departure, the group was received 
separately by Dr. Fidel Castro Ruz, President of the Council of State, and 
Mr. Carlos Rafael Rodriguez, Vice-President of the Council of State. The 
latter answered the principal questions which had arisen during the group's 
visit concerning various aspects of human rights in Cuba and any other 
questions the group wished to ask him. For his part, President Fidel Castro 
received the group at the Presidential Palace and, after conversing with the 
group, entertained it to a working luncheon, in which members of the group 
exchanged opinions with him and with the Vice-President of the Council of 
State, other senior Cuban officials present, and intellectuals and leaders of 
mass organizations the group had met in the course of its visit. 

22. On the afternoon of the same day, the group held a meeting in which it 
took a number of decisions relating to the preparation of the preliminary 
draft of the report to be discussed at its next meeting. It agreed that the 
meeting would be held in Geneva from 5 to 9 December 1988 and tentatively 
established that the report would be approved at a meeting to be held from 
23 to 27 January 1989. The group also decided to send the following 
communications: 
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(1) Letter to the Cuban Ministry of the Interior requesting, on 
humanitarian grounds, a solution to the problems preventing the temporary or 
final entry or departure of approximately 65 persons. (See the text of the 
letter in annex VIII. The list of the 65 persons is to be found in annex IX. 

(2) List sent to the Cuban Deputy Minister for External Relations 
containing the names and addresses of all persons who contacted the group 
during its stay in Cuba. The letter, dated 11 October 1988, pointed out that 
the list was transmitted with the assurances given by the authorities that no 
difficulties would be created for any of those persons because they had 
contacted the group. The full text of the letter will be found in annex X. 

(3) Letter to each of the persons who contacted the group in Cuba, 
together with the non-governmental organizations which offered to co-operate. 
This letter, dated 18 October 1988, was sent through the United Nations 
Development Programme office. In it the group said it would do everything in 
its power to ensure that the cases in question were examined and dealt with by 
the competent authorities. The text of the letter will be found in annex XI. 

23. At the end of the group's visit and before it returned from Cuba, the 
Chairman gave a press conference, at which he was accompanied by the other 
members of the group. The Chairman summarized the group's activities during 
its visit and answered questions from journalists. Throughout the visit, a 
member of the secretariat informed the press every day of the group's 
activities. On his return to Geneva, the Chairman gave a press conference. 

24. The logistic preparations requested by the secretariat on behalf of the 
group were made by the Cuban authorities. Security measures connected with 
the group's activities in Cuba were handled by the Cuban authorities. The 
Cuban Government also made itself fully responsible for the group's transport 
in Cuba. The group itself bore the cost of its travel to Cuba and of its 
board and lodging. 

G. Third meeting of the Group (Geneva, 5-9 December 1988) 

25. During its third meeting, in Geneva, the group discussed the preliminary 
draft of its report to the Commission on Human Rights, took note of the 
communications received since its return from Cuba, and decided: 

(1) To meet again from 16 to 20 January 1989 to examine the revised 
draft of the report. 

(2) To transmit to the Cuban authorities the written testimony received 
by the group, except where the persons submitting the testimony requested that 
it should not be transmitted, together with the documents provided by 
non-governmental organizations and a transcription of the interviews 
(87 in all) held by the group directly with individuals and representatives 
of Cuban non-governmental organizations. The text of the letter dated 
13 December 1988 may be found in annex XII. 
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(3) To take note of the communication of 14 November 1988 from the Cuban 
Government signed by the Ministry of Interior in answer to the letter dated 
23 September 1988 from the Chairman of the group requesting the Cuban 
Government to intervene on humanitarian grounds to allow 49 cases (involving 
65 persons) to leave the country. According to the Cuban Government's reply, 
41 of these cases (involving 50 persons) have a favourable result with the 
Cuaban migratory regulations. 18 of them (involving 22 persons) have all the 
paper in order but have not yet received the corresponding visa from the 
receiving country. Finally 8 cases (involving 15 persons) can not leave the 
country for the time being. The latter are not indefinitely forbidden to 
travel abroad but according to existing regulations they must wait an 
appropriate period of time because of military service reasons, because they 
are doctors or because of other reasons.(See the full text of the letter in 
annex IX). 

(4) To communicate orally to the Permanent Representative of Cuba in 
Geneva allegations of reprisals that the Government was said to be talcing 
against 14 persons who spoke with the group in Cuba. (See annex XIII). 

26. On 8 December 1988, the group spoke with the Permanent Representative of 
Cuba to the United Nations and stated, through the Chairman, the group's 
intention to send him all the documentary information gathered in Cuba, for 
the purpose of obtaining the Government's comments. The Ambassador of Cuba 
regretted that he had not received such information earlier, for in view of 
the short space of time between delivering the information and the next 
meeting of the group it would be very difficult for his Government to comment 
appropriately on all the material with which it was being provided. The 
Chairman told him that the drafting and approval of the report did not depend 
on receipt of the Cuban Government's reply. He also drew the attention of the 
authorities to allegations from Cuba that reprisals were being taken against 
persons who provided the group with testimony. On this matter, the 
Ambassador of Cuba said that nobody had suffered reprisals as a result of 
contacting the group, but it should also be borne in mind that the fact of 
having contacted the group in no sense afforded immunity under the Cuban legal 
system. 

H. Fourth meeting of the Group (Geneva, 16-20 January 1989) 

27. The group continued its examination of the draft report for the 
Commission for Human Rights; in addition it took note of a note verbale from 
the Government of Cuba datd 9 January 1989 (se annex XIV) to which it agreed 
on a reply (see annex XV). Finally the group decided to re-convene 
on 20 February 1989. 

I. Fifth meeting of the Group (Geneva, 20- 21 February 1989) 

28. At its fifth meeting the group adopted the present report. 
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Chapter II 

CONSTITUTIONAL AND LEGAL ASPECTS OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN CUBA 

29. As has already been mentioned in chapter I, on 29 August 1988 the group 
sent to the Cuban Government, inter alia, a note containing a series of 
questions about certain constitutional and legal provisions relating to its 
mandate. The note began as follows: 

"At its first preparatory meeting, the group considered the need to 
establish the terms of reference for the performance of its task, namely, 
to monitor the situation of human rights in Cuba and to report thereon. 
The group agreed that its terms of reference must be the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights and the international conventions to which 
Cuba is a party. 

In the course of its first preparatory meeting, the group held a 
preliminary discussion on the possible impact of a number of Cuban 
constitutional and penal provisions on human rights. Several questions 
were asked on this subject and it was deemed useful to transmit them to 
the Government of Cuba, in the form in which they were asked, in order to 
receive such comments as the Government might wish to make, if possible 
before the forthcoming meeting of the group on 12 September. 

The group wishes to emphasize that the questions which follow are 
aimed at establishing the consequences for human rights of the 
implementation of the provisions under consideration, and in no way seek 
to call their legality in question. That is a matter for the Cuban 
people itself to determine." 

30. Because of their relevance to the human rights situation in Cuba, the 
questions asked by the group and the references made to them by the Cuban 
authorities during its visit to Cuba are transcribed in this section. In 
drafting it, as in all its activities, the group bore in mind the agreement 
reached at its first meeting whereby the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
and the international human rights' conventions ratified by Cuba would be its 
basic frame of reference in observing the human rights situation in Cuba. The 
themes to which the group's questions presented to the Government relate are 
as follows: personal freedom; administration of justice; freedom of 
movement and right of asylum; citizenship; religious freedom, freedom of 
expression and freedom of the press; freedom of assembly and association; 
and freedom of education. In addition, the note referred to two subjects of a 
general nature which are presented in the final part of this section: limits 
set on the rights recognized by the Constitution and states of emergency. The 
questions which were not answered or commented on by the Cuban authorities may 
be found in annex XVI. The opinions expressed by the Legal Commission of the 
Cuban Committee for Human Rights on the Constitution and the Penal Code may 
also be found in annex XVII. 
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A. General considerations 

31. In a long meeting with the group, at which the Attorney General also 
participated, the Minister of Justice made a general reference to the 
provisions referred to in the note of 29 August 1988 and fundamentally to the 
framework within which the provisions should be construed. For this reason, 
before presenting the questions asked by the group and the comments on them 
made by the group's various interlocutors, we shall outline the general views 
expressed by the Minister of Justice. 

32. The Minister of Justice maintained that during the past 30 years Cuba had 
been besieged and had been the victim of all kinds of aggression by the 
United States. Initially the aggression had been of an economic, political 
and diplomatic nature, but when it had proved insufficient to topple the 
regime established in 1959 and to reverse the changes promoted by the regime, 
recourse was had to military aggression. This had culminated in the 
unsuccessful Bay of Pigs invasion in April 1961, but had dragged on for five 
years or so until the final defeat of the counter-revolutionary bands which, 
with financial backing and support from the United States, had been operating 
in Cuban territory, causing destruction and death. Once external military 
aggression had been defeated, Cuba had had to deal with various epidemics 
which had formed part of a campaign of biological aggression and affected not 
only the health of the population, but also agriculture and stock-breeding. 
The Minister submitted a report on this subject for consideration by the group 
(see annex XVIII). This report lists the epidemics that affected Cuba during 
the period 1971-1981. They included, inter alia: dengu^ haemorrhagic 
dengue; epidemic haemorrhagic conjunctivitis; Afrir- line fever; apparent 
lumpy skin disease in cattle; cane rust; and blue uould. According to the 
report, the various epidemics reflected the possibility that a wide range of 
aetiological agents might well have been used as part of a biological attack 
against Cuba. He said that in the early 1980s, there had been renewed threats 
of military aggression against Cuba, as a result of which Cuba had been 
obliged to devote increasing resources to national defence, a policy which had 
affected its development plans. As a result of that effort, Cuba was now able 
to mobilize an army of 3 million soldiers within 30 minutes. As might be 
expected, said the Minister, that had discouraged any attempt at invading 
Cuba. That was the context in which the Revolution had had to develop, and 
the Cuban constitutional and legal system represented a response to that 
context. It had been imposed on Cuba from abroad and had in no way been 
created or promoted by Cuba. He called for an end to the prevailing hostility 
and the creation of a climate of understanding and sympathy, which was what 
Cuba needed in order to overcome the obstacles to its development. 

33. The Minister of Justice emphasized that it was impossible to understand 
the Cuban constitutional and legal system outside the context he had 
described. The legal regime was based on the Constitution, as approved on 
15 February 1976 in a referendum in which 5.7 million voters had participated, 
9 7.2 per cent of them voting in favour of the text of the Constitution. As to 
the new Penal Code which had entered into force in April 1988, he said that it 
represented a considerable step forward in relation to the previous Code 
of 19 79. In the new Code, many offences and crimes had been decriminalized 
and fines had been introduced for 80 per cent of offences as an alternative to 
deprivation of liberty, with the aim of reducing the prison population. That 
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process had begun in 1984, when the Council of State had decided to grant 
freedom to many detainees awaiting trial and to set up a procedure for 
reviewing sentences, since many persons had been sentenced to extremely 
lengthy terms of imprisonment. Since the entry into force of the new Penal 
Code and pursuant to the principle of retroactivity when it was beneficial to 
the defendant, 20.000 prisoners had been released and the prison terms of a 
further 12.000 had been reduced. In addition, since 1985 conditional release 
had been granted to prisoners who had served at least half of their sentence. 
As to crimes against State security, he said that the harshness and severity 
of penalties had been maintained as a deterrent, and that it was not a legal 
phenomenon but rather a political position. At the present time, there were 
only four detainees awaiting trial for activities detrimental to State 
security. Although in practice crimes against State security were few in 
number, it was, he said, advisable to maintain the harshness of the relevant 
penalties in view of the size and power of the enemy. The harshness of the 
penalties was in keeping with the magnitude of the threat facing Cuba and with 
the blockade it was confronting, and would be maintained for as long as the 
United States continued to consider the possibility of reversing the 
revolutionary process. That process was irreversible, and the best way of 
demonstrating that was from a position of strength. The death penalty itself, 
which he personally did not favour, could be deleted from the Penal Code only 
when there was a change in the unfavourable external circumstances affecting 
Cuba. 

B. Specific aspects 

34. The following paragraphs contain the questions put by the group and the 
the relevant comments made by the Cuban authorities during the visit of the 
group . The text of the Constitution of Cuba is contained in annex XIX; the 
text of the articles of the Penal Code to which the questions of the group 
refer ar in annex XX. 

1. Administration of .justice (Constitution, arts. 5, 88 (ch) and (h), 122 
and 131, and Universal Declaration of Human Rights, arts. 10 and 11) 

35. In connection with article 5 of the Cuban Constitution, the note 
of 29 August 1988 asked: 

"What are the implications for the organization and functioning of 
the Powers of the State, and especially the Judicial Power, of the fact 
that the Communist Party constitutes the 'leading force of society and 
the State'? How is the leadership of the Communist Party expressed in 
relation to the organization and functioning of the State and what is the 
framework within which its leadership is exercised?" 

36. Commenting on this question, the Minister of Justice said that the 
Communist Party was indeed the leading force of Cuban society and as such 
established the general outlines of national development and the guidelines to 
be followed in the economic, social and cultural spheres. In addition, it 
directed foreign policy; it helped to enhance the revolutionary conscience of 
the people; it prepared the masses for ideological confrontation with their 
enemies; and it organized the defence of the Fatherland on the basis of the 
concept of a war that involved the entire people. The Party did not instruct 
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the courts what to decide since, in accordance with article 125 of the 
Constitution, judges exercising their judicial function were independent and 
owed obedience only to the law. The Party did not give orders to judges but, 
through the National Assembly, approved the laws which judges were required to 
enforce. He mantained that it was the National Assembly and not the Party 
that elected the judges. For that reason, it was not correct to say that the 
courts were subject to the dictates of the Party. In that connection, he 
emphasized, Cuba respected existing international provisions and the basic 
principles of the independence of the Judiciary. 

37. As regards the powers of the Council of State, the note asked: "Is the 
power of the Council of State to 'place, if necessary, a general and binding 
interpretation on existing laws' not inconsistent with the principle that the 
interpretation of laws is the responsibility of the Judiciary?" 

38. In connection with the power of the Council of State to interpret 
existing laws, the Minister of Justice said that in certain cases the Council 
did indeed clarify the content of certain laws and then transmit its opinion 
to the Supreme Court and the Attorney-General. That function was performed by 
the Council of State only in exceptional circumstances as in 1984 for example, 
when a legal interpretation by the Council had been instrumental in the 
release of persons awaiting trial, thereby reducing the prison population. 

39. On the same topic the not% asked: "What do the 'instructions of a 
general character* that the Council of State may give to the courts through 
the Governing Council of the People's Supreme Court consist of?" 

40. During his interview with the group, the President of the Supreme Court 
said that the independence of the Judiciary was not at variance with the 
provisions of article 88 (h) of the Constitution. In that connection, the 
State Council had, he said, confined itself to laying down the general outlines 
of penal policy, but it had never issued instructions relating to the judicial 
function of the courts. As to the procedure for the election of judges, they 
were at present elected by the competent people's assemblies for a term of 
5 years; the possibility of extending the term to 10 years was under 
consideration. 

41. In connection with the functional independence of the courts, the note 
asked: "What does the 'functional independence' of the courts vis-a-vis any 
other State Power comprise and how is this compatible with the subordination 
of the courts to the National Assembly of the People's Power and to the State 
Council?" 

42. The Minister of Justice stated that functional independence was one of 
the basic principles of the independence of the Judiciary, as had been agreed 
in 1985 by the Seventh United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and 
the Treatment of Offenders. Consequently, Cuban courts were not subordinate 
to any authority, with the exception of the highest organ of the State, which 
was responsible for electing members of the Supreme Court. That principle of 
the subordination of the Judiciary to the Legislature also applied at the 
provincial and municipal levels, where the corresponding Assemblies elected 
members of the Provincial and Municipal Courts. Nevertheless, in terms of 
their functioning, the courts were governed by their respective organizational 
laws and in the performance of their judicial function were subordinate only 
to the law. 
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43. In connection with the relationship between the Office of the 
Attorney-General and the other State Powers, the note asked: 

"Could not the subordination of the Office of the Attorney-General 
of the Republic to the National Assembly of the People's Power and to the 
Council of State possibly prevent the former from independently 
exercising its functions when the Executive and Legislature are involved?" 

44. During his meeting with the group and in connection with this question, 
the Attorney-General said that the subordination of the Office of the 
Attorney-General to the Legislature was only general in character and thus did 
not relate to the specific cases in which that Office was involved. That 
subordination to the general policy of the National Assembly - and of the 
Council of State when the Assembly was not in session (Constitution, 
art. 87) - was logical and understandable, since the Office of the 
Attorney-General did not constitute an entity alien to the State and was not 
situated above it. He said that, among other things, subordination was 
reflected in the election every five years of the Attorney-General and his two 
Deputy Attorneys-General by the National Assembly, the highest organ of State 
authority, from which the other powers of the State derived and to which the 
Office of the Attorney-GeneraI was required to report. It reported to the 
Assembly annually; its report related not to specific cases in which the 
Office had been involved, but to the overall state of criminality and 
observance of the law throughout the country. 

2. Freedom of movement (Penal Code, arts. 215. 217 and 218, and 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, arts. 13 and 14). 

45. As to acts jeopardizing diplomatic immunity, the note asked: 

"Is an attempt to enter, or entry into, premises covered by 
diplomatic immunity punished if the diplomatic mission in question is 
willing to admit the person attempting to enter, or succeeding in 
entering, its premises?" 

46. The Minister of Justice stated that Cuba respected the right of asylum 
and authorized persons seeking asylum to leave the country. During recent 
years, however, few persons had sought asylum in Cuba. What the Government 
did not accept was illegal entry into embassies, a practice which had in many 
cases resulted in the death of guards protecting various embassies. Many 
ordinary criminals had chosen to leave the country in that way, only to be 
welcomed as heroes abroad. Cuba refused to grant such persons political 
status and to adopt a practice that outsiders were trying to impose on it. 

3. Right of citizenship (Constitution, art. 32 (c)t and Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights (art. 15)) 

47. On the right of citizenship, the note contained the following questions: 

"Why do persons who 'on foreign territory conspire or act in any way 
against the people of Cuba and its socialist and revolutionary 
institutions' lose Cuban citizenship (Constitution, art. 32., para, (c))? 
What is meant by acting 'against the people of Cuba and its 
institutions'? What type of procedure exists for declaring the loss of 
citizenship by a Cuban abroad? Does the latter have any right of defence 
in such a procedure?" 
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48. Commenting on this question, the Minister of Justice said that that 
provision was a consequence of Cuba's recent historical experience. For many 
years, groups of Cuban counter-revolutionary in the United States had engaged 
in all kinds of activities intended to harm Cuba. However, despite the 
existence of that provision there had not so far been a single case in which 
loss of citizenship had been ordered. 

4. Religious freedom, freedom of opinion and expression and of 
the press (Constitution, arts. 41, 52 and 54; Penal Code, art. 204; 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, arts. 2, 18 and 19) 

49. In connection with article 41 of the Constitution, the group asked the 
following question: "Is there any reason why this provision does not prohibit 
discrimination on grounds of belief or opinion?" 

50. The Communist Party official responsible for religious matters said the 
reason why the Constitution did not explicitly provide for non-discrimination 
on grounds of religious belief was that no cases of religious intolerance had 
ever occurred in Cuba. Freedom of conscience and religion was not a problem 
of tolerance, but a civil right. The Minister of Justice pointed out that, 
although article 41 of the Constitution did not prohibit discrimination on 
religious grounds no person had in fact ever been punished for holding a 
particular religious belief. He acknowledged however, that some foreign 
priests had in the past been expelled from Cuba for engaging in 
counter-revolutionary activities. In connection with conscientious objection, 
the Communist Party official responsible for religious matters observed that 
all Cuban Constitutions had set forth the citizens* obligation to defend their 
country, and, therefore, to perform military service. 

51. With regard to freedom of speech and of the press, the group asked the 
following questions: 

"What is meant by the fact that freedom of speech and freedom of the 
press are recognized as 'consistent with the purposes of socialist 
society'? Does it mean that these freedoms are recognized only when 
citizens hold opinions that are consistent with 'the purposes of 
socialist society'? If this is the ease, on the basis of what criteria 
is the consistency of an opinion with 'the purposes of socialist society' 
established and who is responsible for establishing such consistency?" 

52. The Vice-President of the Council of State said that article 8 of the 
Constitution set forth the purposes of socialist society, which were to carry 
out the will of the working people; to guarantee the liberty and the full 
dignity of man, the enjoyment of his rights, the exercise and fulfilment of 
his duties, and the full development of his personality; to consolidate the 
ideology and the rules of coexistence and conduct appropriate to a society 
free from the exploitation of man by man; to ensure educational, scientific, 
technical and cultural progress; and to protect the constructive work of the 
people and the property and wealth of the socialist nation. In accordance 
with the same article, the socialist society guaranteed: employment 
opportunities for every citizen; adequate means of subsistence for every 
disabled person; medical attention for every sick person; schooling, food 
and clothing for every child; the opportunity to study for every young 
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person; and access to studies, culture and sports for everyone. The 
socialist society also worked to ensure that no family would be without 
adequate housing. He concluded by saying that article 12 of the Constitution 
referred to the principles of proleterian internationalism and the combative 
solidarity of peoples, principles which the Republic of Cuba espoused. 

53. Concerning article 54 of the Constitution, the group asked the following 
questions: 

"Who determines when religious faith or belief is contrary to 'the 
Revolution' and on the basis of what criteria, and what is meant by 'the 
Revolution' in this constitutional provision? If freedom of conscience 
is recognized and guaranteed, why is an act that for religious reasons is 
in conflict with, or in opposition to, 'the Revolution' declared illegal 
and punishable?" 

54. The Communist Party official responsible for religious matters said that 
there was no contradiction between article 54 of the Constitution and 
article 18 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, although he admitted 
that there were problems with certain religious groups owing to their 
conscientious objection to military service. Those problems had been resolved 
in a practical manner. Thus, members of the Seventh Day Adventist Church, who 
objected to carrying and firing weapons, were used as drivers or health 
workers during military service. The 14,000 Jehovah's Witnesses in Cuba were 
demanding to be exempted from military service. Although the Government did 
not recognize their demands, it did not generally summon them for military 
service or it made them serve in youth work camps. 

55. Regarding the offence of defamation of institutions, the note contained 
the following question: 

"Could not this provision discourage potential critics of the 
institutions of the Republic and of the political, social and mass 
organizations from expressing their opinions on those organizations, on 
the grounds that they might be deemed to be disparaging to, or 
disrespectful of, the organizations in question?" 

56. During his meeting with the group, the Communist Party official 
responsible for cultural and information matters explained that there was no 
Ministry of Information in Cuba, and that the Communist Party was accordingly 
responsible for those matters. The media were all official and belonged to 
the State. Concerning the enjoyment of the right to freedom of opinion and 
expression, he assured the group that there were no political watchdog units 
monitoring the newspapers and that newspaper editors were responsible for 
determining editorial policy. The Communist Party official responsible for 
religious matters said that the access of religious entities to radio, 
television and the other media was limited, although occasionally religious 
leaders were interviewed and eminent visiting members of various churches 
received. 
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57. The Deputy Editor of the newspaper Granma explained to the group that the 
exercise of freedom of the press by journalists must be understood in the 
context of the Revolution, in the sense that opinions at variance with the 
Communist Party's political line were not given preferential treatment in his 
newspaper, and therefore the newspaper did not serve as a vehicle for the 
regular expression of such opinions. More explicitly, the President of the 
Union of Journalists said that Cuba and the Revolution could not be attacked 
in the name of freedom of the press; accordingly, the Cuban media did not 
allow any scope for opinions tending to destroy the achievements of the 
Revolution. 

5. Freedom of assembly, expression and association (Constitution, 
arts. 7 and 53; and Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 
art. 20) 

58. Concerning the rights set forth in article 20 of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights and their implementation in Cuba, the group asked 
the following questions: 

"May the rights of assembly, expression and association 
(Constitution, art. 53) be exercised solely through the social 
organizations and mass organizations recognized, protected and promoted 
by the State (Constitution, art. 7)? If an organization's application 
for registration is rejected, what options remain open for persons who 
wish to exercise their right to associate freely? Are any judicial 
remedies available? What are the criteria used to approve or reject an 
application for association? Might this provision limit the options of 
association, especially political opticas, and therefore of assembly and 
expression of persons who do not wish to exercise their rights of 
association, assembly and expression necessarily through the mass social 
organizations recognized, protected and promoted by the State? If this 
is the case, would the channels for political participation be reduced to 
those organizations which arc promoted by the State, thereby eliminating 
the possibility of the emergence of organizations opposed to the regime?" 

59. The Minister of Justice stated that, three years previously, the National 
Assembly had adopted the Associations Act, which stipulated that associations 
must be registered and set forth the requirements for their functioning. 

6. Freedom of education and conscience (Constitution, arts. 37, 38 (a), 
(b), (c) and (d), and 39, and Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 
art.26)" 

60. Concerning article 38, paragraphs (a), (b) and (c) of the Constitution, 
the note stated the following: 

"These paragraphs stipulate that education policy shall be based on 
a specific conception of the world ('the scientific conception ... 
established and developed by Marxism-Leninism') and shall seek to ensure 
that the generations to come receive a communist education, and that 
educational establishments shall be organized by the State. Can parents, 
exercising the rights to freedom of education and conscience, give their 
children a different education from that promoted by the State?" With 
regard to articles 37 and 39 of the Constitution, the note asked: 
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"Is not the fact that parents are obliged to bring up their children 
'for life in socialist society' and 'in the communist spirit' 
inconsistent with the rights to freedom of education and conscience?" 

61. During his meeting with the group, the Minister of Higher Education 
maintained that Cuba did have a specific ideology, philosophically based on 
Marxism-Leninism, which gave the Revolution its socialist character. He 
believed it was important to educate the generations to come in those 
principles, but not in a dogmatic fashion. 

62. The Minister of Higher Education stated that, although Marxism-Leninism 
was contained in school curricula, students were not discriminated against for 
holding different views. Under article 50 of the Constitution, education was 
free of charge and so gave every young person the opportunity of pursuing 
studies in accordance with his abilities, the requirements of society, and the 
needs of economic and social development. That right was also ensured for 
adults, through technical and vocational education, job training in 
enterprises and State entities, and higher education courses for workers. The 
schools taught co- existence in a spirit of solidarity and friendship, free of 
any form of racial discrimination. The Academic Register had been changed in 
1984 with the deletion of the chapter on pupils' religious beliefs, which was 
considered inappropriate in practice. Marxism was studied in secondary school 
(grades 11 and 12) when pupils were 17 and 18 years of age. With regard to 
article 26, paragraph (3), of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which 
established the prior right of parents to choose the kind of education that 
shall be given to their children. The Minister said that that provision was 
not at variance with Cuban legislation since, in his view, freedom of opinion 
was exercised, at times to excess, by young people in classrooms, and that in 
any case parents preserved that right concerning their children at home. 

7. Limit on all freedoms recognized by the Constitution (Constitution, 
art. 61, and Universal Declaration of Human Rights, arts. 29 and 30) 

63. Regarding article 61 of the Constitution, the note said the following: 

"Article 61 provides that the freedoms recognized may not be 
exercised 'against the existence and purposes of the socialist State, or 
against the decision of the Cuban people to build socialism and 
communism'. What is meant by 'purposes of the socialist State' and by 
'the decision of the Cuban people to build socialism and communism'? 
Would this provision make it possible to ignore the freedoms and rights 
provided for in the Constitution and the laws if their exercise was 
contrary to the 'purposes of the socialist State* or to the 'decision of 
the Cuban people to build socialism and communism'?" 

64. Discussing the scope of article 61 of the Constitution, the Vice-President 
of the Council of State reaffirmed that civil rights could not be exercised to 
the detriment of the objectives set forth in articles 8 and 12 of the 
Constitution. 
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8 • States of emergency 

65. Finally, the note asked the following questions about states of emergency: 

"Does the fact that neither the Constitution nor the other laws 
provide for states of emergency and specifically establish the freedoms 
which under the states of emergency would be temporarily curtailed or 
suspended indicate that existing Cuban legislation comprises the 
necessary mechanisms to confront an emergency situation? If this is the 
case, what are these mechanisms and what are the limits imposed on the 
State as regards the curtailment or temporary suspension of freedoms in 
an emergency situation?" 

66. The Minister of Justice informed the group that a standing commission of 
the National Assembly was currently drafting a Defence Act which would set 
forth the mechanisms applicable to emergency situations. Unfortunately, the 
new law would not be able to change the Draconian articles which existed in 
the Penal Code. The reasons for that were political in nature and had to do 
with external factors affecting Cuba's situation. In conclusion, he said that 
if Cuba ceased to defend itself, its enemies would not fail to take advantage 
of it. 



E/CN.4/1989/46 
page 25 

Chapter III 

CIVIL AND POLITICAL RIGHTS 

A. Right to life, integrity, security, individual liberty and privacy 

1- Right to life (art. 3 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights) 

67. During the group's meeting with the Minister of the Interior, he informed 
it that he was not aware of cases of enforced or involuntary disappearance and 
assured it that, since 1982, only one person had been shot for offences 
against State security. He added that, in Cuba, there were no death squads or 
anti-riot troops. He said that the death penalty has been maintained for a 
number of offences against State security; the Ministry of Justice is 
responsible for expressing an opinion on a death sentence by the Supreme 
Court, the sentence being transmitted to the Council of State with an 
indication whether or not the request for a reprieve, which is made 
automatically, should be granted; the Council of State is required to decide 
by consensus; and, in practice, the death penalty is now almost never 
enforced, since, although the aggression by the United States - which 
accounted for the need for recourse to the death penalty in extreme cases - is 
still continuing, it has declined in intensity and taken a different form. 
The Minister of Justice recalled that, in the 1960s, courts had been set up 
that applied the death penalty and that, although he himself was opposed to 
it, he understood the political need to maintain it as long as the foreign 
aggression was still going on. For his part, the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
was emphatic in stating that enforced or involuntary disappearances do not 
occur in Cuba. The President of the Council of State reminded the group that, 
during the revolutionary war, persons who had fallen into the hands of the 
rebel forces had been handed over to the International Red Cross. He said 
that respect for the lives of its opponents has characterized the conduct of 
the Revolution from its beginnings until the present day. 

68. In one of the letter handed to Ambassadors Dichev and Lillis in Combinado 
del Este, it is stated that 13 political prisoners were executed by firing 
squad in La Cabana between 1980 and 1987 1/. In written testimony presented 
to the Secretariat on behalf of the group, a witness stated that three persons 
had been machine guned to death when trying to take refuge in the Embassy of 
Venezuela 2/. The Secretariat on behalf of the group received written 
testimony in which reference is made to the assassination of two persons in 
1962 and one in 1985, the disappearance of three persons between 1964 and 19 74 
and the shooting of two others in 1963 and 1965 3/. The names of the persons 
to whom this complaints refer are found in annex XXI. 

2- Right to physical integrity (Right not to be subjected to torture or to 
cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment) (art. 5 of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights) 

69. The group took up this subject with the Minister of Interior and his 
Vice-Minister, who is also chief of the Department of State Security, and with 
the Vice-President of the Council of State. The group in addition visited the 
detention centre Villa Marista, the Combinado del Este prison in Havana and 
the Provincial prison of Pinar del Rio, known as "Cinco y Medio". These last 
two visits were organized on the request of the group who also indicated to 
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the Cuban authorities its wish to visit other prisons, among them El Moro, La 
Cabana and Quivican. The group was informed by the Minister for External 
Relations that three prisons were closed and therefore the group decided to 
visit Villa Marista. During the interview of the group with prisoners in 
Combinado del Este, the Secretariat on the instruction of the group took 
possession of the individual and collective communications prepared by 
inmates. In the course of its visit the group selected nine detainees who it 
interviewed in a room made available by the authorities for the purpose 4/. 
Accordingly, during its visit to Cuba the secretariat on behalf of the group 
received a total of 137 complaints of torture, cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment of punishment. 

70. In his conversation with the group, the Minister of the Interior admitted 
that a number of detainees or prisoners had in the past been beaten, but the 
persons responsible had been punished. He said there are no cases of torture 
and his instructions to the various prisons are very precise concerning 
respect for the physical integrity, security and dignity of detainees or 
prisoners. He assured the group that, if any of those rights were violated 
today, the official responsible would immediately be punished by the 
Attorney-General. Thus, 6 persons were punished in 1986 and 3 in 1988 in 
violation of the rights of prisoners; in addition, in 1987, disciplinary 
measures were taken against 8 persons and, in 1988, against 15. Among the 
officials punished, he mentioned the case of the Governor of "Kilo 7" Prison 
in Camagiiey, who was removed from his post. 

71. During its visit to Villa Marista, the Deputy Minister of the Interior 
and Chief of the Department of State Security explained to the group that 
Villa Marista is a detention centre for persons under investigation for 
alleged offences against State security and Headquarters of the Department of 
Security of State. He said that the number of persons held on such charges 
has declined considerably in recent years, abductions and acts of terrorism 
being the main offences in this area. He stated that, in 1988, only 
15 persons were charged in the courts with offences against State security, 
and not counting those accused of unlawfully leaving the country. He said 
that, of the persons awaiting trial, only four had been accused of trying to 
leave the country. None of them was at Villa Marista and that at that time 
there was no other detainee held there. He further explained that a person 
could be held at Villa Marista, with the full knowledge of his relatives, for 
a maximum of 30 days. If a detainee showed signs of mental disturbances, he 
was immediately sent to the psychiatric hospital for observation for a maximum 
of 30 days, after which he was returned to his place of origin if his 
condition was normal. During its visit to the main parts of Villa Marista, 
the group noted that the cells were empty, that they measured about 
4 x 4.5 metres and that there were four bunks in each. It further noted that 
the cells had no windows, were in good condition and had recently been 
painted. The group also visited the sick-bay and saw the closed-circuit 
television monitoring system at Villa Marista. 

72. In Combinado del Este, the main prison in Cuba, the group was informed by 
the chief of the Directorate General of the prison service of the 
characteristic of this prison. In regard to the disciplinary measures applied 
therein, the director general indicated that there was an area for 
disciplinary security known as "Destacamento 47" in which detainees could be 
kept for a period of up to 21 days, during which time they are denied certain 
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prison benefits such as visits and the use of the conyugal area. According to 
his statement, "Destacamento 4 7" is used to isolate detainees whose lives are 
threatened for reasons of agression or other problems. In regard to detainees 
known as "plantados", the Director General indicated that they are not subject 
to sanctions or other disciplinary measures for refusing to wear prison 
uniforms and this constituted an example of tolerance and respect of the 
dignity of the person. 

73. On arrival at the prison the Chairman of the group requested the prison 
authorities to provide a room to interview nine detainees. The authorities 
agreed to this request and while the room was being prepared the group toured 
the main installations of Combinado del Este, visiting in particular the 
Hospital and the "Destacamento 4 7" (also referred to by the detainees as 
"Rectangulo de la Muerte" o "Pizzeria"). The group observed that in this 
punishment cell the lighting and the sleeping facilities were not the same as 
in the rest of the prison. It noted also that the Hospital was well 
equipped. The group was informed of the existing facilities for conjugal 
visits and the authorities showed the room where such visits take place. The 
group observed that one of the prison buildings was empty for reconstruction; 
the authorities explained that as a result, there was some overcrowding in 
those sections which were in use. After its tour of the prison, the group 
returned to the administration area of Combinado del Este and interviewed 
eight political detainees known as "plantados" and one common prisoner 
selected by the group during the course of its visit to the prison. The eight 
detainees explained that they were part of a group of 22 persons who were 
serving long sentences of from 20 to 30 years for political offences 5/. 
Three "plantados historicos" stated that they had been subjected to 
ill-treatment and bad detention conditions, as well as subjected to punishment 
for refusing to wear prison uniform. The authorities were not present during 
the interviews and the group utilized interpretation facilities provided by 
United Nations personnel. 

74. The Secretariat on behalf of the group received documents handed over by 
the Cuban Committee for Human Rights and by two political prisoners 6/ on 
alleged inspection of political prisoners on 30 May 1988, two days after they 
had found 15 microphones in their cells which they removed. The text of these 
communications is annexed to this report (see annex XXII). Acccording to 
these sources, the incident was followed by two successive hunger strikes. 
They stated in addition that two other political prisoners in Combinado del 
Este 77 declared a hunger strike in support of the humanitarian action of the 
group of detainees. The authors of these documents stated that on Sunday, 11 
September 1988 the political detainees were transferred from Building No. 1 to 
the fourth floor of Building No. 2 and their personal belongings were taken 
away. 

75. After the visit to Combinado del Este prison, the group requested 
Ambassadors Dichev and LilLis to return to the prison to receive written 
documents from one detainee. The Cxiban authorities agreed to make the 
necessary arrangements to permit Ambassadors Dichev and Lillis, as requested, 
to meet alone with the detainee in a room in the Administration Building of 
the prison. Since no interpreters were present, it was agreed that Ambassador 
Lillis would act as interpreter. The prison authorities allowed the detainee 
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to carry with him the documents that he wished to give the group. After 
receiving the documents, Ambassadors Dichev and Lillis handed them to the 
Secretariat. In the packet of communications there was one from 22 detainees 
pertaining to the Presidio Politico Cubano */ in which physical and 
psychological torture is alleged to have been applied as a principal weapon by 
the State Security to force a detainee to talk. The types of torture alleged 
to have been applied in Cuban prisons consist inter alia of the following: 
confinement in cold rooms, sensory deprivation, immersion in a pit latrine, 
intimidation with dogs and mock executions; hitting the detainees, forced 
labour in the Isle of Pines and in concentration camps; overcrowding in 
collective cells and special detention cells called "gavetas", use of 
defeaning sound from loud speakers during hunger strikes; depersonalization of 
the detainee by total nudity in punishment cells; denial of water to detainees 
on hunger strike; presenting prisoners naked in front of their relatives in 
order to force them to accept the political rehabilitation plan; withdrawing 
medical care for indefinite periods and forcing persons condemned to death to 
carry their own coffin and to dig their own grave before being shot. 

76. The same document refers to occurencies said to have taken place in Cuban 
prisons in an effort to hide various forms of ill-treatment. Among the new 
measures reference is made to the release and transfer of several detainees; 
the elimination of windowless cells, permanent punishment areas, and areas 
lacking light and ventilation; the modification of the system of prisoners' 
visits, from one visit by one relative every three or six months, with the 
prisoners behind a double grill, to visits by several relatives every three 
weeks, without grilles, and from three-hour conjugal visits once a year to one 
visit every three months; the modification of the timetable for release into 
the yard for fresh air, which was previously dependent on the wishes of the 
military section chief (usually every three or four weeks), to two two-hour 
yard visits a week; a ban on the carrying of weapons and the striking of 
prisoners by guards; improvements in the quality, variety and quantity of 
prison food; alterations to Destacamento 47; the institution of a system 
whereby prisoners have to chant revolutionary slogans several times a day; 

and the collection of bed linen, prison clothing, boots and towels in the 
store at Combinado del Este, to be distributed to prisoners before the group's 
visit. 

77. During its visit to Pinar del Rio, the group met prison authorities and 
toured the buildings of the provincial prison and was informed that it can 
accommodate 600 prisoners, the present prison population being 527, of whom 
only 1 has been convicted for offences against State security. The Governor 
of the prison referred to the health care provided, the prisoners' conditions 
of detention and the system of rehabilitation and re-education, which places 
great emphasis on work. At that prison, most prisoners work and receive a 
normal wage. He also said that the United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for 
the Treatment of Prisoners are respected in Cuba (See annex XX11I). The group 
noted that the facilities were in good condition, with recently painted walls, 
and on two occasions it heard groups of prisoners chanting revolutionary 
slogans. Lastly during its visit to the prison, the group selected three 
prisoners and interviewed them on their own. One of them in delicate health 
said that he had received satisfactory medical treatment in the prison 
Hospital at Combinado del Este. Another expressed his wish to be transfer to 
a prison in Havana. The third, a counter-revolutionary detainee, said that he 
was receiving satisfactory treatment. 
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78. In his statement to the group, the Chairman of the Commission for Human 
Rights and National Reconciliation 9/ said that he was tortured in the early 
1960s, when he was sentenced to imprisonment after being expelled from the 
University of Havana as part of the so-called "revolutionary offensive", in 
which dozens of university teachers and hundreds of students were expelled for 
political reasons. He was arrested again in 1980, and referred to the poor 
conditions at the two administrative detention centres and three prisons at 
which he was held. Another witness 10/ who said that he had served a long 
sentence as a political prisoner told the group he was ill-treated because he 
demanded a special status for political prisoners. He also said that, for 
lack of proper medical care, he had had peritonitis. 

79. During its visits to the two prisons the group noted that a large number 
of prisoners were black. On this point, the Vice-President of the Council of 
State acknowledged that the number of blacks in the prison population is 
disproportionate in relation to their number within the Cuban population as a 
whole, for, even today, despite the substantial achievements of the Revolution 
in this regard, blacks are in a majority in the poorest strata of society. He 
said that this situation is by no means the expression of a policy of racial 
discrimination, but a left-over from the past which the regime is still trying 
to combat. The Minister of the Interior told the group that the general 
policy in penitentiaries is to rehabilitate prisoners through work and that 
about 85 per cent of the population in Cuban prisons work. Prisoners who work 
receive the same wages as other workers doing the same kind of job. The 
Minister of Labour added that the rehabilitation of prisoners does not end 
with their release; the State makes efforts to ensure the complete 
reintegration of former prisoners in working life, but this is not always 
easy, as they tend to be socially rejected. Of the prisoners released in 
1988, 92 per cent found jobs. He said that it was a high figure, given the 
fact that, up to that point in 1988, 20,000 prisoners had been released. The 
Minister of the Interior told the group that, in recent months, the number of 
counter-revolutionary political prisoners 11/ had dropped from 458 to 145. 
Following the visit, the group was informed by the Government of Cuba that the 
number of counter-revolutionary prisoners had dropped to 121. 12/ 

3- Right to privacy (art. 12 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights) 

80. The national leader of the Committees for the Defence of the Revolution 
(CDRs), accompanied by the leaders and members of Armando Parra CDR No. 5 at 
the meeting with the group, explained that the objectives of the CDRs are to 
defend the socialist order and to encourage co-operation and solidarity among 
people living on the same block. They said that the CDRs constitute the basic 
organization of the revolutionary people acting to defend their achievements 
and that, in a spirit of co-management, they help to secure the Revolution's 
economic and social goals. For example, they drew attention to the key role 
played by the CDRs in the implementation of health policies, especially as far 
as prevention is concerned, and in vaccination campaigns, hygiene and health 
education. They declared that membership is free and there is no 
discrimination against people who are not members. They affirmed that 
participation is very high and, in Havana, covers 85 per cent of the 
population over 14 years of age. They went on to emphasize that the CDRs do 
not interfere with people's privacy and family life and that they respect 
everyone's f reedom. 
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81. One representative of the Catholic Episcopal Conference said that the 
CDR's know about the activities of persons who practise their religion as well 
as about their friends and relations and about other aspects of the private 
Life of believers. He added that the CDRs sometimes suggest that a mother 
should not send her children to catechism, since it could well cause problems. 

82. The group and the Secretariat on behalf of the group received complains 
from individuals to the effect that the CDRs interfered with their privacy or 
to the effect of being insulted, of attacks against their homes and even 
physical assault, at the instigation of the CDRs and reportedly against those 
who wanted to leave the country in 1980, during or surrounding the so-called 
"Mariel exodus" events. Lastly, the group received some complaints of alleged 
tampering with mail or telephones. With regard to these events, known as 
"acts of repudiation", the Minister of Justice said that they had occurred 
spontaneously and reflected the population's antagonism towards those who 
wanted to leave the country. He claimed that, in many cases, the authorities 
had to intervene in order to prevent excesses. 

B. Political and religious freedoms 

1. Freedom of movement within one's own country (art. 13 (1) of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights) 

83. In a document sent to the group, 13/ the Cuban Committee for Human Rights 
maintains that there are three major restrictions on the exercise of this 
right in Cuba. The first affects citizens living in the "captive towns" in 
Pinar del Rio (Ciudad Sandino, Briones, Montoto and Lopez Pena) and 
neighbouring villages, such as Fomento, Cumanayagua, Condado and Habananilla. 
As a result of the outbreaks of rebellion in the Escambray area in the early 
1960s, many peasant families accused of collaborating with rebels were 
banished from the area. Shortly afterwards, the men were assigned to the 
construction of the so-called "captive towns", where they would go to live 
with their families three years later. The Committee states that, since then, 
the families have lived under the surveillance of the Ministry of the Interior 
in a concealed form of imprisonment. Because of the group's visit, this 
regime was ended. According to the Committee, the second restriction on 
freedom of movement in Cuba affects persons who wish to visit the towns of 
Boqueron and Taimanera in Guantanamo Bay, where there is a United States naval 
base. The Committee says that the third restriction on freedom of movement in 
Cuba is the requirement laid down in article 33 of the Regulations concerning 
Identity Cards and Registration of Addresses (Act No. 1278 of 1974) whereby 
anyone transferring from one locality to another to take up residence, or 
changing abode, is obliged to Appear before the competent authorities within 
three days following arrival. These regulations, according to this document, 
also provide that persons traveling to another part of the country for more 
than 30 days must present themseives to the nearest Committee for the Defence 
of the Revolution, which directly informs the Ministry of the Interior. 

84. In Pinar del Rio, the group received 10 persons claiming to represent an 
unspecified number of peasants who are allegedly being held in what they 
called "captive towns" by decision of the administrative authorities. It was 
said that many of them were involved in counter-revolutionary activities in 
Escambray in the early 1960s. Although many of them were eager to return to 
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their original lands or leave the country, they never obtained the necessary 
permits. They nevertheless stated that, in recent months, they have been 
orally advised that they are free to change their place of residence, although 
they have so far been denied permission to leave the country. Other testimony 
submitted to the group refers to restrictions imposed by members of the State 
security agencies on freedom of movement in Cuba, especially during certain 
holiday periods. For example, it is reportedly forbidden to draw close to 
hotels in Havana and to establish relations with foreigners, something which 
can lead to a police record that the person concerned is a danger. Other 
witnesses stated that it is impossible to use certain hotels, shops and 
restaurants, to which access can be had only through possession of foreign 
currency, which in any case is prohibited. 

2. Freedom to enter and leave the country of which one is a national 
(art. 13 (2) of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights) 

85. The group raised this topic with the President and the Vice-President of 
the Council of State and with the Hinister of Justice and the Minister of the 
Interior. It also received through the Secretariat documentation from the 
Cuban Committee for Human Rights as well as complaints by 1,183 persons (out 
of the over 1,600 received) who claim that it is difficult to leave the 
country either temporarily or permanently or for relatives to visit Cuba. 
(See annex VII). 

86. The President of the Council of State told the group that, generally 
speaking, his Government grants authorization so that people who want to leave 
the country can do so, the idea being that nobody should stay in Cuba by 
force. However, he said that there are some exceptions to this rule, 
including professionals and scientists, former officers in the Armed Forces, 
persons in possession of military secrets, deserters or their relatives, and 
young persons liable to military service. He went on to mention that, apart 
from these persons, there are many others who have permission to leave the 
country, but not the relevant visa, and the responsibility for this situation 
lies not with Cuba, but with the United States, the country to which most 
emigrants wish to go. He urged the United States and Western European 
countries to display a readiness to solve this problem and issue visas to all 
persons who want to leave Cuba. 

87. The Vice-President of the Council of State said that a total of 
35,000 Cubans have left the country in the past six years (1983-1988). He 
said that, between January and September 1988, the number of people who had 
left amounted to 5,932, a figure that was in any case low in view of the 
existing agreement whereby 20,000 Cubans would be allowed to leave for the 
United States each year. The failure in arriving at that figure has to do 
with non-compliance with the agreement by the United States. He remarked that 
the current emigration figures and even the annual goal of 20,000 were not 
particularly high, especially since Fortune magazine pointed out that, in 1986 
alone, 66,000 persons had emigrated from Mexico, 32,000 from Taiwan and 30,000 
from the Dominican Republic. He also said that there were few cases of family 
reunification outstanding and they mainly concerned persons who deserted while 
they were abroad on official duties and are now calling for their relatives. 
He considered that, for humanitarian, not legal, reasons, it would be 
appropriate to ask the Cuban Government to review these cases. 
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88. The Minister of Justice stated that unlawful emigration was part of a 
political game forced on Cuba by the United States. He said that, whenever 
the United States wanted to create a problem for Cuba, it stopped granting 
visas to Cubans who wish to emigrate, thus compelling many of them to leave 
the country unlawfully. Until a month previously, there had been two flights 
a week to Miami, for people emigrating, and they had been discontinued so as 
to create a certain climate in the country at the time of the group's visit. 
The Minister of the Interior recognized that emigration policy had become 
somewhat more flexible and could be made still more so. He expressed the hope 
that a new administration in the United States would show itself willing to 
enter into a dialogue, because dialogue would make it possible to improve the 
present situation greatly, both in that regard and in others. 

89. In the same document 13/ given to the group the Cuban Committee for Human 
Rights refers to the measures taken by the Government to prevent those wishing 
to leave the country from doing so and the "punishment" that is imposed on 
persons who do leave, so as to deter potential candidates for emigration. It 
states that professionals and specialists are required to have a "release 
card" from the Ministry for which they work, but, in many cases, it is 
difficult to obtain. Young persons aged 16 to 27 are also prohibited from 
leaving, inasmuch as they are fit to perform military service. Persons 
authorized to emigrate have to leave behind their bank accounts and property. 
The Committee also claims that the procedure of marking with a special stamp 
the identity cards of people wishing to leave the country has recently been 
reintroduced. As confirmed by many of the individuals who testified to the 
group, this stamp has a harmful effect, in both civil and employment terms, on 
anyone who has it on his identity card. 

90. In another document 14/ the Committee says that the most frequent changes 
in the situation of an individual applying for permission to leave the country 
are the loss of employment or a change of category; expulsion from an 
educational institution; the cooling of relations with some relatives and 
friends; increased surveillance by the Committee for the Defence of the 
Revolution and the political police; and the risk of being accused of 
constituting a "danger" (estado de peligrosidad). It claims that individuals 
who are prevented from leaving also have to face the hostility of persons who 
support the regime and describe them, among many other things, as unpatriotic, 
scum, a disgrace and anti-social. 

91. A representative of the Episcopal Conference of the Catholic Church 
referred to the problems involved in entering and leaving Cuba, stating that 
it was urgently necessary to overcome the existing difficulties, since they 
caused a great deal of distress and suffering. They expressed the view that 
people leaving the country ought not to have to leave for good, as at 
present. They also called for better opportunities for communication between 
people who stay in Cuba and those who go abroad. 

92. Three doctors from Camaguey 15/ said they did not support the regime and 
had submitted their applications to leave the country many years ago. The 
Immigration and Aliens Office requires them to submit the "release cards" from 
the Ministry of Health, the very cards the Ministry has repeatedly refused to 
issue to them. They said they were recently arrested by the police on two 
occasions, allegedly for traffic offences. They affirmed, however, that they 
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were arrested because of their intention of meeting the group and they said 
they were afraid of being arrested again for the same reason. Another 
witness, 16/ a former officer in the revolutionary army, said that he was 
wrongly punished for improper conduct and subsequently expelled from the 
Communist Party and other posts. When he tried to leave the country, he was 
captured and then sent to Combinado del Este, where he served his sentence 
side by side with common criminals. Since he has left prison, the possibility 
hangs over him that he will have a police record stating that he is a danger. 
Another witness, 17/ who said that he is a musician and composer, has been 
without work for more than eight years and, owing to his political dissidence 
and his desire to leave the country, it is impossible for him to obtain a 
job. He said that he has been threatened and is afraid of reprisals that 
mi&ht be tafcexv a?,amst bAsx. Qoa Tnathec VU said that she. has been, tcyia.% €ac 
years to leave the country in order to join her husband. Despite all her 
efforts, she has always met with rejection from the Immigration and Aliens 
Office, which, for no apparant reason, refuses to grant her permission to 
leave. She also denounced the corruption that exists in matters relating to 
the issue of exit permits. 

93. The group also received testimony from two other mothers who are unable 
to leave the country. One 19/ said that she has been awaiting permission to 
emigrate in order to join her husband. Previously, the "Interconsul" office, 
which was closed down in February 1986, had demanded a large sum of money to 
obtain the exit permit. She recounted in detail the many efforts made, the 
promises received and the successive occasions on which her expectations were 
frustrated. She added that one of her daughters, overcome with despair, tried 
to commit suicide. Another mother who appeared before the group 20/ said 
that, for years, both she and her son had been trying to leave the country in 
order to join her husband. Finally, she obtained permission, but her son did 
not, since he had reached the age when he was liable to military service. She 
said that her son has been receiving psychiatric treatment for the past four 
years and that she cannot find work. 

94. Two persons said that they were arrested on the high seas on 
19 April 1988 when trying to leave the country unlawfully. 21/ They said that 
they were taken to Villa Marista, where for 36 days they were held in 
isolation in windowless cells with no opportunity whatsoever to see their 
lawyers. They said that, physically, they were treated properly, but that the 
psychological treatment was degrading, since they witnessed scenes of 
ill-treatment of fellow prisoners. They stated that, since being released on 
bail, it has been impossible for them to find work, for which reason they want 
to leave the country. 

95. The group received the oral testimony from a young woman, six months' 
pregnant 22/ who alleged that she had been ejected from the house in which she 
had lived with her husband, when he had quite legally left the country. She 
stated that the house had belonged to her husband and there had been no reason 
for her eviction and still less for the confiscation of the property of the 
marriage partnership. 

96. The persons mentioned in paragraphs 92 to 95 are among the 1,183 out of 
the over 1,600 received. 
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3. Right of asylum (art. 14 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights) 

97. As stated in chapter II, para. 46, the Minister of Justice said that Cuba 
respected the right of asylum and authorized persons seeking asylum to leave 
the country. During recent years, however, few persons had sought asylum in 
Cuba. What the Government did not accept was illegal entry into embassies, a 
practice which had in many cases resulted in the death of guards protecting 
various embassies. Many ordinary criminals had chosen to leave the country in 
that way, only to be welcomed as heroes abroad. Cuba refused to grant such 
persons political status and to adopt a practice that outsiders were trying to 
impose on it. 

98. The group received testimonies about limitations to the free exercise of 
the right of asylum. It was stated that the diplomatic missions in Havana are 
heavily guarded by the police, so that free access to them is denied. A 
particularly close watch is kept by the police on Latin American embassies, 
since most Latin American countries recognize the right of asylum. A 
witness 23/ representing the Cuban Committee for Human Rights referred to the 
failure of the Cuban Government to honour agreements with many persons who had 
taken refuge in the embassies of Peru and Venezuela, agreements by which it 
undertook to give them permission to go abroad once they left the embassy 
premises. He said that many persons who left the embassies under safe conduct 
were subsequently arrested and sent to prison. Another witness (see note 
no. 2) reported the fatal machine-gunning of three persons who tried to take 
refuge in the embassy of Venezuela between 1980 and 1984 and stated that, 
since 1980, Antonio Armenteros has been denied a safe conduct to leave that 
embassy. 

4. Freedom of conscience and religion (art. 18 of the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights) 

99. The situation with regard to freedom of conscience and religion in Cuba 
was discussed by the group with the Head of the Religious Affairs Office of 
the Communist Party, the Vice-President of the Council of State and the Head 
of the Information and Cultural Affairs Office of the Communist Party, as well 
as with representatives of the Episcopal Conference of the Catholic Church and 
the Ecumenical Council of Cuba. The group also received from the Cuban 
Committee for Human Rights a document entitled "Legal coercion and religious 
freedom in Cuba" (see annex XXIV). Finally the Secretariat on behalf of the 
group received written allegations of violations of religion freedom of 81 
persons (see annex VII). 

100. The Head of the Religious Affairs Office of the Communist Party informed 
the group that his Office was established in January 1985 in order to improve 
relations between the State and the different churches, particularly the 
Catholic Church. He said that, in the years immediately after 1959, there had 
been an acute confrontation between the State and the Catholic Church because 
religious belief tended to be equated with counter-revolutionary militancy. 
This was due to the fact that the Catholic Church was then closely tied to the 
old political order and, accordingly, it vigorously opposed the new regime. 
He claimed that this identification of the Catholic Church with 
counter-revoluntionary forces reached its peak in April 1961, at the time of 
the mercenaries' landing at Playa Giron. The difficulties were exacerbated by 
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enemies opposed to the process who sought to divide the people into those who 
were with the Church and those who were with the Revolution. It was precisely 
against this background that religious property was confiscated and religious 
faith declared to be incompatible with revolutionary activism. He added that, 
fortunately, the situation has now been overcome, although there are still 
some restrictions on practising religion which are likely to disappear. He 
admitted that religious denominations have limited access to television, radio 
and the other media, although there are interviews with religious leaders from 
time to time and Cuba often receives important visitors from different 
churches. He also pointed out that, if the various churches were offered 
space in the media, the Government would not have enough for its own social 
campaigns. Lastly, he stated that Cuba today has over 800 Protestant churches 
with some 1,000 ministers, while the Catholic Church has 500 churches. He 
could not say, however, just what the total number of believers was, as 
statistics were inadequate, but, if the baptismal registers were taken as a 
basis, there were millions of Catholics in Cuba, representing some 15 to 
20 per cent of the total population. The Catholic Episcopal Conference put 
the figure at 60 per cent of the population. Nevertheless, according to the 
Head of the Religious Affairs Office of the Communist Party, only 80,000 
to 90,000 Catholics attend religious services, while the figure for 
Protestants is 75,000 to 80,000. In conclusion, he said that the most 
widespread religion in Cuba is santeria, Afro-Christian syncretism. 

101. The Vice-President of the Council of State recognized that the Cuban 
Government does not encourage religious vocations, but said this does not mean 
there is any religious persecution in Cuba. He admitted that a Catholic 
cannot teach in a primary school, although he can work in other areas, such as 
medicine. He said it is not common for a Catholic to hold an executive 
position in the Party or the State. In his opinion, the problem lies to a 
large extent in the popular reaction against the various religious 
denominations, which is sometimes expressed in spontaneous acts of 
intolerance, an outcome of the lack of understanding of the religious 
phenomenon. 

102. The Head of the Information and Cultural Affairs Office of the Communist 
Party said that publications by religious sects are intended for the sects 
themselves and that religious information is not given radio or television 
time or space in the press. He did add, however, that such opportunities 
could be provided in the future, in the process of the return to normal in 
Church-State relations, provided the churches concern themselves with 
spiritual, and not worldly, matters. 

103. The President of the Catholic Episcopal Conference told the group that, 
since 1985, when the Office of Religious Affairs of the Communist Party was 
established, there have been major advances in relations between the Catholic 
Church and the State. The phase of a return to normal relations began some 
10 years ago, before which there were two earlier phases, one of fierce 
confrontation and another during which the Catholic Church resigned itself to 
the revolutionary status quo. He added that the period of confrontation began 
when the new regime explicitly stated its desire to establish socialism in 
Cuba. From then on, because of the Church's opposition to that political 
programme, it lost the chance to go on teaching in schools and suffered from a 
fall in the number of priests and nuns; there were 200 priests left in Cuba, 
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while the number of nuns declined from 2,800 to 230. That had come about 
through the expulsion of many members of religious orders, including a bishop, 
and the voluntary emigration of others, because of the restrictions on church 
activities. He also claimed that, during the 1960s, at the time Church-State 
relations were at their most difficult, Catholics found their civil rights 
restricted in work places, schools and the mass media. Some 10 years ago, a 
process of contact and dialogue was initiated between Church and State, 
leading to a new stage in their relations. This move towards a return to 
normal was reflected in the way bishops were able to raise with the 
authorities complaints from their parishioners about various situations in 
which they suffered occupational, political or academic discrimination on 
religious grounds. The State started to listen to these complaints and to 
deal with them, thus creating a better climate in relations with the Catholic 
Church. Lastly, he regretted the fact that the improvements which had taken 
place in the Catholics' situation had been achieved only through concessions, 
not as a result of the recognition of legitimate rights. 

104. The Catholic Episcopal Conference referred to the difficulties still 
encountered by the Church in exercising its right to freedom of worship and to 
the subtle discrimination still suffered by believers. Among other 
difficulties, they mentioned the lack of access to the media, whether press, 
radio or television, although the Holy Father himself had called for freedom 
in that area; the fact that the Church had not been able to get back the 
schools and colleges it had had before the establishment of the new regime; 
the lack of access to education under the present educational system; and the 
inadequate number of Catholic priests (some 225) in relation to the population 
of Cuba, although they admitted that some foreign priests have started to 
arrive to perform pastoral duties for the Catholic Church. They added that 
religious believers do not fond part of the Party, which in their view is 
discriminatory, since they are thus excluded from the decision-making process 
in Cuban society. 

105. The group also received 5 of the 7 members of the Executive Committee of 
the Ecumenical Council, which represents 54 Protestant churches and ecumenical 
movements and institutions, and they stated that the group's visit was taking 
place at the best time in relations between their churches and the State, 
which were no longer beset by the difficulties dividing Christians and 
Marxists in the 1960s, when the former were anti-Communists and the latter 
open enemies of the Christians. They said that their churches can meet 
without any problems and hold services on their own premises and that many of 
them have their own publications, as in the case of the Presbyterian Church, 
although they have problems in distributing the material they publish. They 
added that the Protestant churches give religious education on their own 
premises and at holiday camps for young people and that their ministers 
encounter no difficulties in visiting parishioners who are sick or have 
problems, although they said they have no access to the media. They also 
claimed that there is no contradiction between the Christian education given 
in the churches and in believers* homes and the Marxist education given in 
schools, since atheism is not an objective of the Revolution and 
Marxism-Leninism is taught only in the last two years of pre-university 
studies. They said that students do not have to accept the materialistic view 
of the world and are free to decide whether or not to have religious beliefs. 
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106. The Secretariat on behalf of the group received a total of 81 complaints 
of religious discrimination, mainly from members of the Jehovah's Witnesses 
and Seventh Day Adventists. Their principal complaints referred to their 
refusal to undertake military service and to work on Saturdays, respectively. 
Chapter II gave the comments of the Cuban authorities on the way problems with 
members of these churches are being dealt with. A Jehovah's Witness 24/ 
stated that, in 1981, his house was searched by the National Revolutionary 
Police, who confiscated a Bible, three copies of the Watch Tower, a book on 
the New Testament and two books of the sect he belongs to. Shortly 
afterwards, he was sentenced to 9 months' imprisonment for being in possession 
of clandestinely printed material, all the confiscated material being 
destroyed on the orders of the Municipal Court (see annex XXV for a copy of 
the judgement given in the case by the court of first instance). The 
Secretariat on behalf of the group also received the first five issues of La 
Religion en Cuba (Religion in Cuba), an independent publication, although it 
has links with the Catholic Church; it is edited by Enrique Lopez Silva and 
the first issue came out in September 1987. As the publication itself states, 
it is evidence of the improvement in relations between the Catholic Church and 
the State. 

5. Freedom of opinion and expression, including freedom of information 
(art. 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights) 

107. On this subject, the group talked with the Head of the Information and 
Cultural Affairs Office of the Communist Party and the Vice-President of the 
Council of State. It also talked with leaders of the Union of Journalists and 
editors and directors of the main media organs. This subject was also 
discussed with representatives of non-governmental organizations and 
individuals. 

108. The Head of the Information and Cultural Affairs Office of the Communist 
Party explained that Cuba has no ministry of information, so that the 
responsibility for information policy lies with the Communist Party. He said 
that his office does not in any way decide what information should be put out 
by the media: there are no units attached to the media to supervise the 
material they publish. It. is the task of their editors and directors to 
decide what information they should report. He added that the group's visit 
coincided with a serious effort to liberalize information policy so that the 
people of Cuba can know about everything going on inside and outside Cuba and 
have an opportunity to express the widest variety of opinions through the mass 
media. There are at present 4 national daily newspapers and a number of 
provincial ones, with a total daily circulation of 1,572,000; 2 national 
television channels, 7 provincial and 1 international; and 5 national radio 
stations, 17 provincial, 31 municipal and 1 international. The press, radio 
and television are State-owned. He said that, in addition to the information 
they provide, counter-revolutionaries broadcast more than 150 hours of 
programmes a day from radio stations in the United States. He stated that the 
Government does not interfere with those broadcasts, despite the fact that the 
information is basically propaganda. He added that it resulted in a certain 
balance in information policy. It was true that there are certain 
restrictions on freedom of the press in Cuba; it was forbidden, for example, 
to put out pornography or to advocate racism or war as a means of settling 
disputes. As regards the possibility of religious sects having access to the 
media in the future, he said that it was likely as part of the return to 
normal Church-State relations, provided they concern themselves with the soul 
and not with worldly matters. 
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109. The Vice-President of the Council of State said that some 48 million 
books are published in Cuba every year, but, even so, it is not possible to 
publish everything that is produced, so that it is necessary to be selective. 
He said he saw no reason to publish counter-revolutionary authors, which in 
any case was not required by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. That 
did not in any way mean, however, that they could not publish their books for 
themselves, although he discounted the possibility of their having any success 
in Cuba. 

110. During the group's talks with the editors and directors of national media 
organs and representatives of the Journalists' Union, the President of the 
Union of Journalists said that it is not necessary to have a degree in 
journalism or to join the Union in order to practise journalism in Cuba. The 
President of the Cuban Radio and Television Institute said that, in Cuba, 
there are no controls of any kind on buying shortwave radios and that he knew 
of no cases of reprisals against persons who listen to broadcasts from 
abroad. With regard to the lack of information provided by the newspaper 
Granma on the Olympic Games, which were being held in Seoul during the group's 
visit to Cuba, the newspaper's Deputy Editor said the reason was lack of 
interest in the Games amongst the people, since Cuba was not taking part. He 
noted that the opposite had happened when the Pan-American Games were held in 
Indianapolis, precisely because there was so much interest in Cuba's 
participation. Other persons in charge of the media expressed the same 
opinion, although they assured the group that their own organs were providing 
basic information on the Olympics. With regard to another question put by the 
group to the media chiefs concerning the possibility that they might publish a 
press release from the Cuban Committee for Human Rights on the group's visit 
to Cuba, the Deputy Editor of Granma said that he had not seen the text, but 
that, if he received it, he would consider the possibility of publishing it, 
just as any newspaper editor in the world would do. 

111. The group received from the Cuban Committee for Human Rights a file on 
freedom of expression in Cuba. */ The Committee contends that the press, 
radio and television are controlled by the Revolutionary Orientation 
Directorate of the Communist Party. Accordingly, all the media reflect the 
news from the same angle and they do not express any opinion that departs from 
the official line. This means, according to the Committee, that, if a 
journalist decides to express ideas, he runs the risk of losing his job, thus 
being doomed to a marginal existence or exile. Anyone who is dismissed is 
offered, apart from exile, a choice between working as a building labourer or 
as a gravedigger in a cemetery. Precisely because of these fears, many 
journalists have to resign themselves to becoming unconditional spokesmen for 
the regime, keeping their thoughts to themselves and forgetting that they have 
the ability to think. Artists who dare to expose the reality created by the 
Government-controlled media face the same prospects. The Committee also 
refers to a number of events which have marked important stages in the process 
of muzzling freedom of expression in Cuba: the setting up in 1963 of the now 
disbanded Military Production Assistance Units (UMAPs), to which people who 
were not unconditional supporters of the regime, including many intellectuals 
and artists, were sent to do forced labour; the Microfraccion trial in 1968, 
in which a total of 40 journalists, writers and professionals were sent to 
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prison without any sentence and many more were reduced to the status of 
third-class citizens, a situation that still exists in some instances, simply 
because they expressed their opinions; the so-called "parametrismo" trial at 
the end of the 1960s against more than a hundred intellectuals and artists, 
defended by Dr. Aramis Tabuada, who later died in prison. (See Chapter IV, 
para. 148). 

112. One witness 25/ said that he was convicted of the crime of enemy 
propaganda and sentenced in 1983 to 10 years' imprisonment for writing a 
critical article on agricultural prices in a Camagiiey newspaper. He was 
released after serving four years of his sentence. In all, out of the total 
of over 1,600, the group received 67 complaints of violations of freedom of 
opinion and expression (see annex VII). 

6. Freedom of assembly and association, including trade union freedom 
(art. 20 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights) 

113. The Minister of Justice explained to the group that the 1985 Associations 
Act establishes the list of associations and lays down the requirements for 
their registration and functioning. He said that, at present there are 
1,698 registered associations in Cuba, in addition to 183 religious 
denominations. The former include primarily brotherhoods, Masonic lodges and 
associations of foreigners. He said that the Cuban Committee for Human Rights 
has never submitted an application for registration with the Ministry of 
Justice, while the application by the Commission for Human Rights and National 
Reconciliation was submitted shortly before the group's arrival in Cuba and is 
still under review. As to the Asociacion Naturista Vida, the Minister said 
that it has been turning into a group of speculators selling plots of land. 

114. The Vice-President of the Council of State said that Cuba has a 
"closed-shop" system in which only one trade union, which must cover the 
majority of the workers, can operate in each factory. Cuban legislation thus 
protects the majority's right to trade union representation in the workplace. 
The law also protects the right of workers not to join a trade union. The 
Minister of Labour, for his part, told the group that 98 per cent of the 
workers are unionized in the Cuban Workers' Federation, which is made up 
of 17 national unions, by branch of activity; only 2 per cent of workers are 
not members, their decision is respected and there is no discrimination 
against them on that account. He also said that trade union unity is highly 
valued by the people and, hence, the workers do not feel any need to create 
more unions. He nevertheless pointed out that, if the workers one day decide 
not to maintain the present organizational structures, their demand will have 
to be respected. Lastly, he stated that workers in Cuba do not have any 
reason to go on strike, since they have all the basic services to guarantee 
their security and well-being. 

115. The group received a document from the Cuban Committee for Human Rights 
and the Associaeion Pro Arte Libre (Free Arts Association) requesting it to 
intercede with the Cuban Government to legalize four associations said to have 
applied for recognition by the Ministry of Justice. */ These associations 
are, in addition to the petitioners, the Human Rights Party and the 
Association of Friends of Perestroika and Glasnost. They also maintain that, 
for almost 20 years, the Government has marginalized the intellectuals 
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connected with the group known as Microfraccion because they voiced their 
disagreement with the leadership of the Communist Party. They add that, on 
ideological, political or religious grounds, marginalization is the fate of 
young artists, as well as exponents of Cuban culture in exile, whose work is 
censored in Cuba. They also maintain that, despite the Associations Act, the 
Government has repeatedly refused to recognize non-governmental 
organizations; the usual course is to criticize them harshly, sometimes in 
defamatory terras, and the organizations involved have no opportunity to 
exercise any right of reply. The Government also prohibits and penalizes any 
oral, written or other form of expression against it (art. 103 of the Penal 
Code). For their part the Presidents of some non-governmental organizations, 
namely, the Allied Human Rights and Reconciliation Organizations, the Sendero 
Verde Eeo-Pacifist Movement and Asociacion Naturista Vida, complained to the 
group that the persecution and harassment to which they are being subjected by 
State security bodies hamper the work they are doing and place the very 
existence of their organizations in a very shaky position. 

7. Right to political participation 
(art. 21 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights) 

116. The Secretary-General of the National Assembly explained to the group the 
mechanisms for people's representation and participation under Cuban 
legislation. He said that the principles which govern political 
representation and participation in Cuba are the election of representatives 
by a free, equal and secret vote; accountability; and possible removal from 
office. Every electoral constituency is divided into tvr ,o eight areas, 
depending on its size. The inhabitants of each area to choose their 
candidate on the basis of their own proposals. CaTuidates must be over 
16 years of age and resident in the relevant constituency; He said that there 
were no official candidates nor candidates supported by the Communist Party, 
that any person could nominate a candidate of his choice, so long as such 
person resided in a constituency including the possibility of nominating 
oneself. He added that delegates had to report periodically on pain of having 
their mandate revoked at any moment. In this way, the country periodically 
elects the 13,245 delegates who form the various Constituency Assemblies. 
They are not professionals, since they are not paid for exercising their 
functions. They must perform their elective office outside regular working 
hours. Delegates hold weekly meetings with the persons they represent and 
report on their activities twice a year. Delegates to the Constituency 
Assemblies elect representatives to the Municipal Assemblies, which have an 
Executive Committee, a standing body composed of professionals and 
non-professionals. The Municipal Assemblies elect delegates to the Provincial 
Assemblies in the proportion of one delegate per 10,000 inhabitants and for a 
term of two and a half year. Both delegates themselves and certain 
personalities whom the Assemblies see fit to nominate are eligible for 
election to the Provincial Assemblies. Over half the delegates in the 
Provincial Assemblies are at the same time delegates in the Municipal 
Assemblies. Lastly, the National Assembly is composed of deputies elected for 
five years in the proportion of one per 20,000 inhabitants. Both delegates in 
the Provincial Assemblies and prominent national personalities can stand as 
candidates for the National Assembly. Nevertheless, 57 per cent of the 
deputies are constituency delegates. 
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117. The Secretary-General of the National Assembly said that the Assembly's 
functions include that of electing the Council of State and, on the proposal 
of that body, the Council of Ministers. The National Assembly is the supreme 
organ of State power, since it exercises the constituent and legislative 
powers of the Republic. It may call for a referendum in the case of a 
constitutional reform and repeal Decree Laws which are contrary to the 
Constitution. The National Assembly also receives reports from the Council of 
State, the Council of Ministers, the Provincial Assemblies, the Supreme Court, 
the Attorney-General's Office. Like the constituency delegates, the deputies 
do not derive financial gain from their office, since they continue to hold 
their regular employment, receiving the necessary leave and subsistence 
allowances when engaging in activities in the Assembly. They are also 
protected by criminal and administrative immunity. The Council of State, for 
its part, is the highest representative organ of the State vis-a-vis the 
outside world and, during the periods when the National Assembly is not in 
session, it formulates decree-laws which must be approved by the Assembly 
during its two annual meetings. The Council of Ministers is the highest 
executive organ. The role of the Communist Party is to ensure that electoral 
processes are carried out in conformity with the law. He recognized that a 
high percentage of delegates and deputies are Communist Party activists, as a 
logical consequence of the high regard in which the Party is held in the 
country. For instance, over half the delegates in the Municipal Assemblies 
are Communist Party activists. 

118. For his part, the Vice-President of the Council of State said that the 
Communist Party is the force that guides society and the State, in accordance 
with the wishes of the overwhelming majority in the country, and that more 
than 97 per cent of citizens Who took part in the 19 76 referendum voted in 
favour of the Constitution. He said that only a minority is opposed to it and 
that it is not possible for the minority to prevail over the majority. 
Commenting on the watchword of the President of the Council of State, "Within 
the Revolution everything, outside the Revolution nothing", which was 
mentioned to the group on more than one occasion by the members of the Cuban 
Writers' and Artists' Union, the Vice-President of the Council of State said 
that it must be understood in the broad sense and not interpreted narrowly. 
He aLso said that the watchword did not have constitutional status. He 
maintained that not being in favour of the Revolution did not mean being 
against it. The Revolution is made up not only of revolutionaries, but also 
of persons who are not revolutionaries, provided that they are not opposed to 
it. He said that there are very few opponents of the Revolution and that the 
majority of the people identify with it. With regard to the mass reaction 
against some citizens, better known as acts of repudiation, he said that, 
although there had been a spontaneous reaction by the people against persons 
who wanted to leave the country, they had not been instigated by the 
Government, which had had to intervene in order to prevent the situation from 
deteriorating still further. 

119. In a communication from the Organization of Political Prisoners dated 
28 May 1988, which was received by the Secretariat on behalf of the group from 
the Cuban Committee for Human Rights, 46 political prisoners at Combinado del 
Este gave a historical account of the main violations of individual and 
political freedom, which, in their view, have led to the gradual installation 
of a totalitarian regime in Cuba. The text of the communication is found in 
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annex XXVI. In another document handed to the Secretariat in the presence of 
the group (see annex XXVII) 22 political prisoners affirm that following the 
institutionalization of the regime, the people are obliged to go to the polls 
to vote, not for a candidate for the Presidency nor for the Prime Minister but 
for candidates from their district to be delegated to the Popular Power, while 
the Communist Party without any participation of the people, choose the 
maximum leaders of the country and assume their self-given role as guiding 
force of society and the State. 

C. Judicial protection of rights and public freedoms 

120. The Attorney-General stated that one of the functions of the 
Attorney-General's Office is to monitor the rule of law or, in other words, to 
guarantee that acts by private individuals, as well as by public and private 
bodies, are carried out within the framework of the law. With regard to the 
guarantees that the law affords for the individual to question the lawfulness 
of an administrative act or the constitutionality of a law, the 
Attorney-General said that the Administrative Procedure Act provides for the 
remedies available in respect of administrative decisions. These include 
administrative remedies. In cases where the law prohibits such remedies, 
remedies of application for amendment and appeal, as well as complaints, may 
be lodged with the relevant administrative body. Such remedies are available 
against any administrative decision and are dealt with by the Attorney-General, 
when a complaint has been received by the Attorney-General's Office, an 
investigation is conducted and the Attorney-General then decides whether or 
not the rule of law has been violated. From January to September 1988, the 
Attorney-General's Office dealt with 2,980 complaints. With regard to the 
constitutionality of laws, the Attorney-General said that Cuba did not have a 
constitutional court and that, since there was no specialized body for the 
purpose, it is for the National Assembly to ensure that the laws are in 
keeping with the Constitution. Decree-Laws approved by the Council of State 
and subject to ratification by the National Assembly may be revised and 
amended by the Assembly if they are not constitutional. With regard to 
lesser-ranking laws, it is possible for the Attorney-General's Office to draw 
the attention of the National Assembly to their unconstitutionality. As to 
the remedy of habeas corpus, the Attorney-General said that it is regulated by 
articles 467 to 478 of the Penal Procedure Act. He also said that this 
procedure is little used, since between four and five applications for 
habeas corpus are usually submitted each year, when a detainee has not been 
placed at the disposal of the competent authority within the required 
time-limit or when a court orders a detainee's release and the execution of 
the order is delayed. Lastly, the Attorney-General stated that another of the 
obligations of the Attorney-General's Office is to guarantee the exercise of 
the rights and duties of prisoners. For example, from January to 

September 1988, the Attorney-General's Office investigated possible 
irregularities and shortcomings in the treatment of 7,607 prisoners. 

121. The President of the Supreme Court stated that, although there had been 
cases in which judges had been elected without experience and adequate legal 
training merely on the basis of a university degree, the situation is now 
changing. Since early 1988, candidates for posts of judges both in the 
Supreme Court and in the Provincial and Municipal People's Courts are required 
to have professional experience and previous practical training in associated 
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lawyers' offices. He also said that consideration is being given to the 
establishment of an Institute for the legal profession. With regard to the 
right of an accused person freely to choose counsel to defend him in regular 
proceedings, the President of the Union of Jurists said that the accused may 
freely choose counsel from among the members of the various associated 
lawyers* offices. He also said that there is an ex officio defence counsel 
procedure, under which the accused is offered the services of the relevant 
attorney. The President of the National Directorate of Associated Lawyers' 
Offices explained to the group that such offices exist throughout Cuban 
territory and are private bodies in which legal services may be freely 
contracted and every client is free to choose the lawyer he prefers. The fees 
are established in advance and are always moderate; they may even be reduced 
by 50 per cent in the case of poor clients. He also explained that, although 
there are 1,200 attorneys in such offices, there is still a shortage of 
lawyers in Cuba, although the situation is expected to improve, since the 
Social Service Act specifies that new graduates must work for three years in 
the associated lawyers' offices. The national representatives of the 
associated lawyers' offices stated that they disagreed with section 1 (Lawyers 
and the legal system) of the report by the New York Bar Association, which 
claims that defence lawyers do not defend their clients energetically enough, 
particularly when they are accused of political offences. (See annx XXVIII) 26/ 

122. A witness representing the Cuban Committee for Human Rights 27/ stated 
that Cuba does not have any judicial mechanism whereby an individual can 
exercise the right to an effective remedy in the event of a violation of his 
rights as a citizen. He said that in view of the non existence of a tribunal 
of constitutional guarantees the rights and freedoms referred to in the 
Constitution are not properly guaranteed. Article 26 of the Constitution does 
not indicate to which authority or under which procedure a remedy may be 
applied for in connection with an abuse of authority by a Government official 
and this omission is a violation of article 8 of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights. He pointed out that articles of the provisions of the Penal 
Procedure Act do not make it possible to hold fair and impartial judicial 
proceedings. In this connection, he said that articles 105, 160, 161, 245 and 
258 of the Penal Code hinder the holding of a just and impartial judicial 
process. With regard to article 105, he said that the Attorney-General's 
Office was responsible for the preparatory phase. This means that it is the 
police who repare the case, and not a judge, as should be the case. In 
regard to action for habeas corpus, he said that there are many restrictions 
on the exercise of the right to habeas corpus. An arrest warrant, even if 
arbitrary, suffices for an arrest to be lawful and for habeas corpus not to be 
applicable. He said that, in December 1979, more than 1,000 citizens who were 
arrested and accused of being dangerous were tried in Combinado del Este 
Prison without being able to choose their own lawyers. This procedure was 
maintained until 1987. In effect, he indicated that many of the judges belong 
to the Communist Party and, although they were not activists depended on the 
approval of the Party for their election. He pointed out that, under 
article 123 of the Constitution, the main objectives of the courts are, 
inter alia, the maintenance and strengthening of the socialist rule of law and 
the protection of the economic, social and political regime established by the 
Constitution. He also indicated that, under article 47 of the Penal Code, the 
courts determine penalties in accordance with the socialist legal conscience. 
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Chapter IV 

ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL RIGHTS 

A. Labour matters and social security (arts. 22, 23 and 24 
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights) 

123. On this subject, the group held talks with the Vice-President of the 
Council of State and the Minister of Labour and received 264 reports from 
persons who stated that they had lost their jobs for political reasons, 
particularly for applying to leave the country. 

124. The Minister of Labour explained to the group that the State guaranteed 
to all Cubans the right to work. There was no unemployment in Cuba and the 
existing social security system protected mothers, children and elderly people 
and looked after people who were temporarily or permanently sick or injured. 
He told the group that the supply of labour was channelled through the 
so-called Offices of Labour Orientation, to which unemployed workers applied 
for information about employment opportunities. He mentioned that the working 
week was 44 hours and that annual leave amounted to 30 days. He stated that 
wages were set on the basis of the principle of "equal pay for equal work", 
and that there were also productivity incentives. Wages policy was monitored 
by the State Committee on Labour and Social Security, which also supervised 
measures of labour safety and hygiene. He explained that the Social Security 
Fund was financed by enterprises. In the past, the workers had contributed to 
pension funds, but the system had been abandoned because of the corruption it 
entailed. The retirement age was 60 for men and 55 for women, and there were 
currently over 900,000 retired people, each of whom was receiving the 
appropriate pension. For his part, the Vice-President of the Council of State 
told the group that all former prisoners had the right to work, but that it 
was difficult for a counter-revolutionary to retain a job because of the 
natural antipathy he prompted in his workmates. 

125. During its visit to the Republic of Chile Agriculture and Stock-raising 
Co-operative in Vifiales, Pinar del Rio province, the group was told by the 
co-operative's administration about the functioning of that self-governing 
enterprise, which had resulted from the agrarian reform that had taken place 
in the early years of the Revolution. Many of the peasants who had benefited 
from the reform had decided to join together in agricultural and stock-raising 
co-operatives. Both joining and leaving enterprises of that type were 
voluntary actions, apart from some exceptional cases established by law. The 
co-operative visited by the group had been set up on 6 October 1973 with 
122 peasants and about 250 hectares of land and had subsequently tripled the 
number of its members and increased its land area tenfold. The co-operative's 
administration provided information about the various crops grown and the 
livestock raised. It was stated that all the children in the co-operative 
attended school, all the families had decent housing and the workers and the 
members of their families had time for sports and cultural activities. The 
group noted the achievements of the co-operative with respect to production 
and to social and cultural facilities. 
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126. Of the individual statements received by the group, the most frequent 
reason for loss of employment or loss of employment category was having 
applied to leave the country. Other reasons were also cited by witnesses. 
For instance, one witness said that he had lost his job in 197 7 for belonging 
to an unofficial Marxist study group. He stated that three years later he had 
again been dismissed from his new place of employment for refusing to take 
part in an act of repudiation of a workmate. 28/ Another witness 29/ stated 
that he had been mathematics teacher for 21 years and he was dismissed from 
his teaching post in 1983 for having circulated material that conflicts with 
the Cauban social ideology, classed by the UNEAC (Union Nacional de Escritores 
Artistas cubanos) as deviationist, anti-Communist and anti-Soviet. (See the 
judgement of the Peoples Municipal Court pronounced in this case in 
annex XXIX). The witness claims that he only provided the work of typing up 
the translation of a book on Nostradamus. For the same reason he was 
condamened for enemy propaganda to one year's deprivation of liberty which was 
replaced by restricted liberty for the same period (see the judgement of the 
Provincial People's Court in the same annex XXIX). Another witness 30/ stated 
that he had been dismissed from his teaching post because of his refusal to 
integrate with the Revolution politically. The witness stated that he felt 
nervous and very frightened and asked the group to intercede on humanitarian 
grounds so as to enable him to leave the country. 

B. Health (art. 25 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights) 

127. The group held talks on the subject with the Minister of Health and his 
officials and visited the Herraanos Ameijeida Hospital and the Psychiatric 
Hospital. During its visit to Pinar del Rio province, it received information 
concerning public health facilities at the provincial level. It also received 
information from other governmental authorities, from individuals and from 
non- governmental organizations. 

128. In his talks with the group, the President of the Council of State stated 
that the achievements of the Revolution in the social sphere had been 
outstanding and that, as a result of the efforts made by the regime in the 
areas of preventive medicine, mother and child care, and nutrition, his 
Government had saved the lives over the last 30 years of approximately 300,000 
children who would not have survived if substantial changes in Cuban social 
policy had not been introduced. He compared the experience of Cuba in this 
area to that of other countries of the Third World, where as a result of the 
unjust international economic order many children were dying of hunger 
everyday. He said, metaphorically that this was equivalent to the explosion 
of Hiroshima bomb in the Third World every third day. 

129. A comparative table of the most important public health indicators, sent 
to the group by the Government of Cuba 31/, is given below. 
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SUBJECT 1958 1987 

Doctors 
Dentists 
Pharmacists 
Nurses and assistants 
Technicians and assistants 
Number of inhabitants per doctor 
Number of inhabitants per dentist 
Family doctors 
Hospitals 
Polyclinics 
Rural health centres 
Maternity homes 
Old people's homes 
Beds per 1,000 inhabitants 
Medical examinations per inhabitant 
Dental examinations per inhabitant 
Rate of deaths in childbirth 

(per 100 thousand live births) 

6 286 
250 
46 
826 
478 

1 076 
27 052 

-
337 
52 
-
-
27(*) 
4.2 
1.9(*) 
0.1(*) 

28 
5 

53 
54 

1 
4 

060 
923 
664 
595 
078 
367 
739 
021 
264 
422 
256 
135 
126 
5.7 
6.4 
1.5 

125.3 34.0 

(*) 1963 

130. To supplement this information, the Minister of Health said that average 
life expectancy was currently 74.6 years (as compared with 58 years in 1965 
and 52 years in 1959), which placed Cuba on a level comparable with that of 
many developed countries. He mentioned that other achievements in the area of 
public health were the treatment of contagious diseases, advances in the area 
of nutrition and the eradication of malaria, diphtheria, tuberculosis, polio, 
meningitis and tetanus for children and other common infantile epidemics, with 
a consequent drastic reduction in the infant mortality index to 0.003. He 
also mentioned that those efforts with respect to health would have failed if 
adequate attention had not been paid to the training of future doctors, nurses 
and specialized technical staff. He added that Cuba currently had 
21 faculties of medicine and 4 faculties of dentistry. He also stated that an 
original contribution to public health was the creation of the family medicine 
speciality, of a basically preventive nature, which enabled health 
professionals to get closer to the man in the street and thus involve him in 
the campaign against illness. He also referred to the successful results that 
had been achieved in transplant surgery, adding that heart, brain, liver, 
kidney and lung transplants had already been carried out in Cuba, which meant 
that it was one of the foremost countries of the world in that area. Other 
indications of the efforts being made by the regime in the area of health was 
the current encouragement to applied scientific research, especially in the 
spheres of genetics and tropical diseases, as well as promotion of the 
industrial production of medical equipment. At the end of the talks, the 
group submitted to the Minister of Health a document entitled "Boletin 
Especial. Equipo de Opinion del Pueblo. DOR. Partido Comunista Cubano. 
Provincia de Holguin" (Special Bulletin. Public Opinion Unit. DOR. Comunista 
Party, Provincia de Holguin) with a view to ascertaining his opinion on it. 
(See annex XXX). 
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131. In connection with the AIDS problem in Cuba, the President of the Allied 
Human Rights and National Reconciliation Organizations informed the group that 
AIDS patients were confined against their will in a special prison and asked 
the group to secure the Government's authorization to visit the place. Two 
other witnesses criticized the way in which the Government was tackling the 
AIDS problem, whose existence in Cuba it had been denying until very 
recently. They alleged that persons suffering from the disease were being 
held in a place known as "Finca los Cocos" in Rancho Boyeros, where a very 
strict, prison-like surveillance system was in force. 32/ In its talks with 
the Minister of Health and the high officials in the sector, the group 
expressed its desire to be informed about that problem. The Deputy Minister 
of Health for Hygiene and Epidemiology gave a detailed account of the measures 
adopted by his department to deal with the AIDS problem. He mentioned, 
inter alia, the suspension as from August 1983 of all imports of blood or 
blood products; the establishment of a strict monitoring system in all the 
country's hospitals to detect clinical forms of the disease; and the decision 
to examine the general public, particularly those in high-risk sectors and 
people who had travelled abroad or had otherwise come into contact with 
foreigners. He said that the results of the examinations indicated that there 
were very few persons carrying the virus. Once they had been detected, the 
authorities decided to tackle the problem by adopting the following measures: 
making an analysis of all blood donated for the use of patients - two positive 
cases had been detected in 1988 out of 250,000 blood samples; carrying out an 
epidemiological study of all the cases detected; and endeavouring to prevent 
contagion by confining patients and the carriers of the virus. As a result of 
those efforts, 2.8 million persons (27 per cent of the total population and 
39.4 per cent of the sexually active population) had been examined so far and 
251 positive cases had been found, 39 of whom were seriously ill and 11 of 
whom had died. Only 0.009 per cent of the population were found positive. 

132. After its talks with the Minister of Health, the group visited the 
transplant department of the Hermanos Ameijeida Hospital. There the group saw 
two patients who had recently received heart transplants. In Cuba, there had 
been 50 transplants to date, including 15 heart transplants and 2 heart and 
lung transplants. The group observed the modern facilities of the building, 
which had been opened two years previously, the sophisticated medical 
equipment available and the high level of the medical and paramedical staff 
working there. 

133. During its visit to the Psychiatric Hospital, the group was informed that 
it could accommodate 4,100 patients and had facilities for daily contact 
between patients and their relatives. About 75 per cent of the psychiatric 
in-patients engaged in work, for which they received normal wages. According 
to the Director of the Hospital, all the patients, including those suffering 
from chronic illnesses, could be rehabilitated through work. He stated to 
prove his case that, over the last 10 years, some 5,000 chronic mental 
patients had been rehabilitated in Cuba. As for the capacity of psychiatric 
hospitals in Cuba, the Director admitted that there was a deficit of about 
1,000 beds. In his opinion, most of the patients were social deviants or 
persons suffering from chronic and difficult neuroses. As for exogenous 
illnesses such as schizophrenia and manic depressive psychosis, he said that 
they were largely dependent on environmental factors. For that reason, he 
added, there were no cases of suicide or acute depression in Cuba resulting 
from dismissals, unemployment, racial discrimination or drug addiction. 
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134. The Director stated that prisoners could be sent to the Hospital for 
observation at the request of the courts. He said that such prisoners could 
not remain in the Hospital for more than 30 days and that their mental 
condition must be determined within that period. Mentally normal prisoners 
were returned to the place they had come from. The group received a complaint 
according to which a prisoner had recently been interned with patients 
regarded as violent and in unsatisfactory conditions. For this reason the 
group expressed its desire to visit the Carbo Servia Ward in which, 
inter alia, prisoners are kept under psychiatric observation. The detainee 
was not present in the Hospital but he was subsequently interviewed by the 
group in Combinado del Este prison. The Director recognized the need for more 
modern premises for this unit and expressed the hope that work on their 
construction would begin shortly. 

135. During its visit to Pinar del Rio province, the senior provincial 
authority informed the group that 23.3 per cent of the provincial budget was 
allocated to public health costs, and that there were 21 hospitals and 
polyclinics in the province with 5.4 beds for every 1,000 inhabitants and 
1 doctor for every 491 inhabitants. He added that, although those 
two indicators meant that Pinar del Rio was slightly below the national 
average, they were very much higher than those of most places in the 
third world. With regard to family doctors, he said that there were 226 of 
them in the province, a number that would shortly be increased by 120 new 
graduates. 

136. Leaders of the National Co-ordinating Organization r the Committees for 
the Defence of the Revolution and leaders of other ma ganizations and 
Government authorities informed the group that anoi \ ,t unquestionable 
achievement of the Revolution in respect of health was having devised a system 
which ensured the sustenance of all Cubans through their access to a balanced 
diet. The latter was guaranteed by the State, which issued a Libreta de 
Abastecimientos (supplies book) to each family. In it was recorded, in 
accordance with the size of the family and the ages of its members, the staple 
food products to which each family was entitled. The families were able to 
obtain additional foodstuffs, depending on their incomes, on the "parallel 
market". Some witnesses expressed their dissatisfaction with the current food 
policy, alleging that, although it might have put an end to the hunger and 
destitution of many persons, it still did not provide the people with access 
to a richer and more varied diet. 

13 7. The group received from the Cuban Committee for Human Rights a document 
entitled "Status and role of doctors in Cuba" (see annex XXXI), in which it 
was stated that doctors did not enjoy even the minimum facilities to which 
their important contribution to society entitled them to. The Committee 
alleged that doctors were obliged to work exclusively for the State, with the 
result that their professional freedom was restricted and they were indirectly 
required to obey orders from the Party organs concerning attendance at 
meetings, assemblies, demonstrations and so-called "voluntary labour days". 
The latter were, in fact, compulsory since failure to participate in them 
could be regarded as a sign of ideological weakness and the doctor could 
suffer various forms of penalty, ranging from so-called self-criticism 
sessions to loss of labour rights and including posting to remote areas 
providing scant professional stimulus, administrative penalties or expulsion 
from the organizations to which he belonged. 
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C. Housing (art. 25 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights) 

138. The group held talks on this subject with officials of the Housing 
Institute and with the Pinar del Rio provincial authorities. In its talks 
with the senior officials of the Housing Institute, the group was informed of 
the housing shortage that had existed in Cuba before 1959. According to the 
President of the Institute, there had been 1.5 million dwellings in 1959, half 
of which had been in very poor condition, lacking even electricity and 
sanitary facilities. As a result of the considerable efforts made in that 
sector, Cuba currently had 2.6 million dwellings, which meant that the 
increase in the number of dwellings since 1959 (90 per cent) was more than 
double the population increase (40 per cent) and that had rendered it possible 
drastically to reduce the shortage hanging over from the past. Priority had 
been given to the construction of housing in the countryside and workers* 
housing in the towns. The main contributers to the success achieved, the 
President added, had been the workers themselves. Their efforts had been 
channelled through the so-called micro-brigadas constructoras (small building 
teams). He said that the housing plan provided for the construction of 47,000 
new housing units in 1988, 40,000 of which would be built by the State, with 
the assistance of such teams, and 7,000 by peasants. He also said that to 
those figures should be added a further 20,000 housing units that would be 
built directly by their future occupants. Most of the housing units being 
built were prefabricated single-family units, with an average of 60 square 
metres per dwelling in the countryside and 70 square metres in Havana, or from 
16 to 18 square metres per person. On the subject of access to housing, the 
President of the Institute said that the General Housing Act of 1985 had made 
property owners of 800,000 tenants. He concluded by saying that currently, 
everybody owned the dwelling he lived in and was able to transfer or bequeath 
it. 

139. The senior authority of Pinar del Rio province told the group about the 
efforts made in that province in the field of housing construction, as a 
result of which there was currently one dwelling for every 3.9 inhabitants. 
Improvements in existing housing had also been considerable, particularly with 
regard to rural electrification. Currently, 82.9 per cent of all rural 
dwellings were supplied with electricity, and it was planned that the entire 
rural population of the province would have access to electricity by 1995. 

140. The group also received complaints concerning the property of persons who 
had left the country. Representatives of the Cuban Committee for Human Rights 
stated that members of the family, including children, of persons who left the 
country were obliged to pay rent for the houses which had belonged to their 
relatives or to buy the furniture, equipment, utensils, crockery and linen 
left behind by them.(See para. 95, Chapter III). 

D. Education (art. 26 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights) 

141. The group took up this subject with the Ministers for Education and the 
Minister for Higher Education, visited various educational centres including 
the university of Havana where it exchanged views with the leaders of the 
Federation of University Student (FEU), the Federation of Students of 
International Teaching (FEEM) and the Union of Communist Youth (UJC). During 
its visit to Pinar del Rio, it also received information concerning the 
achievements of the educational system at the provincial level. Lastly, it 
received oral and written information from other Government authorities, from 
individuals and from non-governmental organizations. 
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142. A comparative table of the most important educational indicators, given 
to the group by the Government of Cuba, is given below. 33/ 

SUBJECT 

Pre-school centres: 
Total number of centres 
Final registration 
Number of beneficiary mothers 

Primary education: 
Schools 
Teachers 
Initial registration 
Children completing the course 
Scholarship holders 
Half boarders 

Secondary education: 
Schools 
Teachers 
Initial registration 
Children completing the course 
Scholarship holders 
Half boarders 

Higher education: 
Centres 
Teaching staff 
Initial registration 
Graduates 
Scholarship holders 
Half boarders 

Education budaet: 

1958 

37(1) 
2 415(1) 
2 012(1) 

7 567(2) 
17 355(2) 
625 729 
21 616 
621(3) 

209 294(4) 

81 
4 571 
88 135 
4 563 

47 653(3) 
31 538(4) 

3 
203 

2 063 
31 
_. 
-
79.4 

1987 

120 
110 

9 
73 

936 
178 
29 
309 

2 
104 

1 143 
300 
494 
60 

22 
262 
27 
61 
10 
1 

927 
628 
779 

617 
874 
914 
503 
282 
207 

148 
741 
137 
630 
951 
360 

35 
492 
225 
513 
655 
024 
650.7 

(1) 1961 
(2) Excludes private sector 
(3) 1961/62 scholastic year 
(4) 1970/71 scholastic year 

143. In talks with the group, the Minister of Education supplemented the 
information given above and explained in detail the characteristic features of 
the Cuban educational system and the successful extension of its coverage. 
Instruction began at the pre-school stage, with the attendance of the young 
boys and girls at pre-school centres and nurseries. As indicated in the 
table, both the increase in the number of centres and the increase in 
registrations and the number of mothers currently benefiting therefrom, as 
compared with 30 years previously, revealed considerable progress in 
developing the educational facilities of the pre-school stage. The 
school-attendance stage ran from 6 to 16 years of age. The percentage of 
children of those ages registered was 93 per cent, the percentage rising to 
98 per cent for the category of 6 to 12 years of age. The Whole school system 
was compulsory and free of charge. The Minister added that the educational 
budget amounted to almost $US 1.7 million Which, in per capita terms, was well 
above the minimum established by UNESCO. 
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144. With regard to university education, the Minister of Higher Education 
informed the group that there had been 15,000 university students in Cuba in 
1959, 35,000 in 1971 and 85,000 in 1976, whereas the current figure was 
310,000, or 3 per cent of the total population. Those students were 
distributed among 48 higher education centres and more than half of them were 
also workers. He added that, if they wished to pursue specialized university 
studies, students had to sit examinations designed to test their knowledge and 
supplement their academic records. Only 50 per cent of pre-university 
students entered higher education, as a result of capacity problems and the 
requirements of Cuban society in terms of employment and professional staff. 
He pointed out that persons who did not enter the universities had the 
possibility of being trained as technicians. With regard to the Cumulative 
School Record, the Minister confirmed that it was a document which accompanied 
the pupil from primary school onwards but said that, since 1984, it had 
contained no mention of the pupils religious beliefs. The group requested the 
Minister's views on the ideological references and questions contained in the 
Cumulative School Record. The Minister stated that, although Marxism-Leninism 
featured in the curricula, there was no discrimination against students who 
did not share that doctrine. In the same context, he said that ideological 
education was of a revolutionary socialist nature, based on Marxism-Leninism, 
but was not dogmatic. In connection with the role of the Communist Party in 
higher education, the Minister stated that it concerned itself with 
organization and the integration of citizens in politics with the aim of 
making them persons of integrity and solidarity free from selfishness and 
materialism. He also referred to the frequent exchanges of Cuban students 
with students from other countries and to the absence of racist ideas in the 
Cuban mentality, as a result of the educational efforts made in recent 
decades. He concluded by referring to the internationalist assistance, both 
civil and military, which Cuba had furnished to the Government of Angola for 
more than a decade in its struggle against the aggression of the racist regime 
of South Africa. 

145. The President of the Local Government provincial authority of the Pinar 
del Rio province told the group that 48.4 per cent of the province's annual 
budget was earmarked for education and that 26.1 per cent of the total 
population were engaged in study, including 17,313 university students. It 
should be remembered that Pinar del Rio covered about 10,861 square kilometres 
and had a population of 678,000, 50 per cent urban and 50 per cent rural, and 
that its principal resources came from agriculture and stock-raising. Those 
achievements were all the greater if it was borne in mind that Pinar del Rio 
had been one of the poorest and most backward provinces of Cuba in the past. 

146. On the subject of education, the group received a document prepared by 
the Cuban Committee for Human Rights (see annex XXXII) in which it was claimed 
that a pupil lacking political and ideological integration could find his 
academic career and his professional future affected. The Committee stated 
that future students of medicine were subjected to a process of checking of 
their political and moral circumstances through personal interviews and 
surreptitious visits to the Committees for the Defence of the Revolution in 
the areas from which they came. It added that, at the beginning of his first 
year of studies, the future doctor had to swear an oath of unconditional 
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loyalty to the Revolution. The Committee stated that another problem 
affecting education in Cuba was its ideological bias, which took the form of 
obligatory courses in dialectical and historical materialism, political 
economy, scientific communism and the history of the workers' movement for 
university students studying all subjects. It ended by pointing out that, 
Marxism was taught during the last two years of instruction. 

14 7. Two young teachers at the Havana Technical School 34/ expressed their 
disagreement with the ideological orientation of education in Cuba and their 
wish to leave the country. They also said they were afraid that their 
professional situation would change as a result of their interview with the 
group. One of them gave as another reason for wanting to leave Cuba his 
desire to join his father who, despite being sick, was prevented from 
returning to Cuba. The other witness affirmed that children of school age 
were evaluated on the basis of ideological considerations, such as the 
organizations to which they belonged and their parents' background. He 
claimed that children who were not "pioneers" - i.e., members of the official 
children's organization - were discriminated against. 

E. Culture (art. 27 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights) 

148. During the group's meeting with prominent intellectuals and artists 
invited by the government, including in particular Alicia Alonso, 
Antonio Nunez Jimenez and Roberto Fernandez Retamar, the writer Miguel Barnet 
stated that one of the Revolution's greatest achievements had been the 
incorporation of broad segments of society into cultural life. He said that 
the efforts in the cultural field had resulted in an increase in the annual 
volume of books and booklets published and a growth in newspaper and magazine 
circulation, as well as the construction of new public libraries, museums, 
theatres and cultural and musical centres. He affirmed that all this had 
enabled the entire population to have access to culture. Jose Antonio 
Portuondo, too, said that all this would not have been possible without the 
literacy campaign of the early 1960s, which had created conditions permitting 
those who had not previously been able to participate in cultural life to do 
so. He stated that, it was precisely because it was acknowledged in Cuba that 
culture and the Revolution were intimately linked, that they sopported the 
proclamation made in 1961 by the President of the Council of State and 
subscribed to by the intellectuals and artists, that in Cuba there was 
absolute freedom of expression, with no limit other than the Revolution 
itself, that is within the Revolution everything, against the Revolution 
nothing. 

149. Below is a comparative table sent to the group by the Government of Cuba 
which illustrates the changes that have occurred in the cultural field during 
the last 30 years. 35/ 
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SUBJECT 1958 1987 

CULTURE AND THE ARTS 
Books published (volumes) 
Booklets published (volumes) 
Magazines published (volumes) 
Total newspaper circulation 
Films produced 
Cinemas for 35-mm films 
Cinemas for 16-mm films 
Public libraries 
Museums 
Theatres 
Auditoriums 
Cultural centres 
Poetry centres 
Art galleries 

12 223 
19 993 

7 
332 

700(1) 
500(2) 
110(3) 
100(4) 
60(5) 
545 
206 
27(2) 
13(3) 
10(2) 
29(2) 
33(6) 
10(6) 
9(2) 

.__ 

37 
37 

" 

830 
830 
45 
392 

200 
200 
827 
000 
113 
535 
905 
328 
231 
17 
25 
249 
30 
162 

(1) 
(2) 
(3) 
(4) 
(5) 
(6) 

1962 
1963 
1964 
1970 
1960 
1975 

150. In a document handed to the group the Cuban Committee for Human Rights 
maintains that in 197 7 many persons were excluded from the Union of Writters 
and Artists of Cuba after the Union decided to change the membership cards of 
its members. The Committee adds that the stablished limits to freedom of 
expression were drawn by the President of the Council of State when he 
affirmed "with the Revolution everything, against the Revolution nothing". 
The Committee states that this declaration is reflected in the Constitution 
which, in article 38 (d) sets out the liberty of artistic reation, to the 
extend that such artistic activity is not contrary to the Revolution (see also 
para, ill and 115, Chapter 111). 

151. The writer Miguel Barnet also referred to the contribution of Government 
policy to the development of Cuban popular culture. Regarding the Writers' 
and Artists* Union, he stated that its members professed various religious 
faiths and belonged to a wide range of aesthetic schools, and not a single one 
espoused socialist realism. The Union included orthodox Marxists and 
liberals, as well as Catholics and persons practising the "santeria cubana" 
cult, an Afro-Christian syncretism. He pointed out that not all members of 
the Union were Communist Party activists, although all supported the Cuban 
Revolution. Ambrosio Fornet, who has responsibility for the Union's editorial 
policy, stated that the Editorial Board was composed of 12 members 
representing various branches of artistic and literary activity. After 
explaining the procedure followed for publication, he said that the 
ideological orientation of a literary work was not a factor taken into account 
in deciding whether to publish, although he mentioned that some restrictions 
did exist - for example, the Union preferred not to publish a work which 
presented a partial or distorted view of the Revolution. He remarked that 
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there was currently no administrative censorship whatever in Cuba now that the 
situation existing during the previous decade, when some officials had not 
known how to properly interpret the scope of freedom of expression, had been 
resolved. Abel Prieto, President of the Writers' and Artists' Union, stated 
that there had been no cases of Union members being expelled but merely some 
instances of individuals being excluded for breaching professional ethical 
principles, either by engaging in plagiarism or artistic mercenarism or 
leaving the country and betraying the Revolution. Lastly, Alicia Alonso the 
world famous bailarina said that, as far as music and dancing were concerned, 
there had never been such intensive individual or group exchanges with the 
outside world as at the present day. 

152. Following its meeting with intellectuals and artists which took place in 
the restaurant "Las Ruinas", the group watched a folkloric and musical 
performance, reflecting the several influences at the base of Cuban culture in 
particular, the African, indigenous and European, specially Spanish. Under 
the guidance of the historian Mr. Eusebio Leal the group also visited the old 
city of Havana and the Capitania General today converted into a museum, and 
recognized by UNESCO as a part of the World Heritage Programme, where several 
objects of Cuban cultural heritage are exhibited. 
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Chapter V 

FINAL CONSIDERATIONS 

153. The group appointed to carry out the mission confirmed by the Commission 
on Human Rights decision 1988/106 wishes to record its appreciation of the 
co-operation provided by the Government and people of Cuba in the discharge of 
its mandate and for the facilities that were made available to it for its 
activities in Cuba. 

154. The group is also grateful for the efficient and dedicated assistance 
provided to it by the Secretariat, under the leadership of the Secretary 
General and the Under-Secretary-General for Human Rights, despite the 
insufficiency of the resources at its disposal. 

155. The spirit of international co-operation which let to decision 1988/106, 
based on the invitation extended by the Government of Cuba, which persisted 
and characterized the relationship between the group and the Cuban 
authorities, unabled a consensus to be preserved for the presentation of this 
report. The group believes that this spirit of international co-operation 
should, in all possible circumstances, be maintained and strengthened. 
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Notes 

1/ Israel Lopez Toledo is the author of the letter*. 

2/ Jesus Pedro Acosta Morales*. 

3/ The testimonies of these cases are available for consultation in the 
secretariat's files. 

4/ The "plantados" (long-term political prisoners) are distinguished by 
their refusal to take part in rehabilitation programmes and to obey certain 
prison rules. The "historical plantados" have been refusing, since the late 
1960s, to wear the clothing they are given in Cuban prisons. The "new 
plantados" have the same characteristics as the "historical" ones, except that 
they wear prison clothing. The names of the long-term political prisoners 
interviewed by the group are: Ernesto Diaz Rodriguez, Luis Zufiiga Rey, Luis 
Argiielles Garrido, Guillermo Gerardo Quintero Valdes, Roberto Capeirb Leon, 
Jacinto Fernandez, Ramon Enrique Hernandez Pars, and Rafael de Jesus Nunez 
Cuesta. The name of the ordinary prisoner interviewed by the group is: Billy 
Sanchez Rodriguez. 

5/ The group of 22 long-term political prisoners transmitted to the 
group a document which is referred to in a later paragraph. 

6/ Alfredo Mustalier Nuevo and Jose M. Chiong Perez*. 

]_/ Felix Villar Sidron and Lucio Lino Alonso B- ia*. 

8/ Domingo Garcia Jimenez, Nelson Murphy Diaz and Gustavo Rodriguez 
Henriquez*. 

9/ Pedro Teotino Leonard Cabrera*. 

10/ According to the Cuban Government, counter-revolutionary prisoners 
are those sentenced for offences against the security of the State. 

11/ Communication addressed to the group by the Minister of the Interior 
on 14 November 1988. Available for consultation in the secretariat. 

12/ See Chapter I, para. 26. 

13/ The document is entitled "Freedom of movement in Cuba, prepared for 
the Cuban Committee for Human Rights by Josefina Gonzales Rosquet, Hubert 
Perez Marino, Mario Santisteban Lopez and Sebastian Arcos Bergnes*. 

14/ The document is entitled "The C-8 Syndrome", prepared for the Cuban 
Committee for Human Rights by Mr. Samuel Martinez Lara, Chairman of the 
Committee's Sub-Committee on Freedom of Movement*. 

15/ Enrique and Eduardo Perez Mir and Norma Minoyo Abeledo*. 

16/ Abel Diaz Blanco, whose testimony*. 

17/ Miguel Charles Porcel Henriquez*. 
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18/ Ramona Perez Mendez*. 

19/ Hilda Garcia Rodriguez*. 

20/ Gliceria Morales Tarafa*. 

21/ ELoy Jesus Anaya Madrigal and Bias Anaya Figueroa*. 

22/ Osmara Borrero Opero*. 

23/ Samuel Martinez Lara*. 

24/ Ruben Hoyo Ruiz. 

25/ Guillermo Quintero Pupo*. 

26/ See, in the annex, section 1 of the report of the New York Bar 
Association. 

27/ Pablo Llabre Raurell, Chief of the Legal Section of the Cuban 
Committee for Human Rights*. 

28/ Rogelio Favio Hurtado Rodriguez*. 

29/ Arturo Garcia Rebollar*. 

30/ Omar Aguero Garcia*. 

31/ This table has been prepared on the basis of statistical information 
concerning Cuban economic indicators sent to the group by the Permanent 
Representative of Cuba to the United Nations Office at Geneva on 
19 August 1988. The complete text, in Spanish, is available in the 
Secretariat's files. 

32/ Statements by the witnesses Jose A. Garcia Hernandez and Dr. Omar 
del Pozo, Chairman of the Medical Committee of the Cuban Human Rights 
Committee*. 

33/ Cf. note 31 above. 

34/ Roberto Jesus Pagan Diaz and Leonardo Leonel Rubio Montalvo*. 

35/ Cf. note 31 above. 



Annex I 

NOTE BY THE SECRETARIAT. MEETING BETWEEN AMBASSADOR ALIOUNE SENE 
AND MR. RAUL ROA KOURI, DEPUTY MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF 

CUBA. GENEVA, 4 JULY 1988 

Presents: 

Mr. Raul Roa Kouri 

Ambassador A. Sene 

Mr. John Pace 

1• Approval of the dates and composition of the Group 

Mr. Roa Kouri conveyed to Ambassador Sene the Cuban Government'3 approval re: 

(a) the dates of the mission's visit to Cuba: 18 to 24 September 1988. 

(b) the composition of the delegation. 

2• Cuba's informal proposals for the Group's programme in Cuba 

(a) Mr. Roa Kouri suggested numerous persons, institutions and 

organizations the Group might wish to meet with and/or visit; these are 

listed below. Mr. Roa Kouri stressed that the Group feel free to nominate and 

choose other individuals, personalities and places it may wish to meet with 

and/or visit. 
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Individuals: Minister of Foreign Affairs 

Minister of Interior 

Minister of Justice 

Attorney General, President Supreme Tribunal/People's Court 

Director, Office of Fiscal General 

Director of Prisons 

Chief of State Security 

Institutions: National Assembly (Pouvoir Populaire) 

Educational (schools, creches) 

Health (hospitals) 

Prisons (eg Combinado del Este, Boniato, Womens) 

Organizations:Communist Party 

Youth 

Women 

(b) Mr. Roa Kouri suggested that the arrangements include meetings, 

dinners and lunches that might include a number of 

people/organizations/representativcs at the same time. 

(c) Mr, Roa Kouri suggested that the Group splits up and sees different 

parts of the country, eg the interior, the Oriente province, Santiago do 

Cuba.. . 

(d) Mr. Roa Kouri enquired about the Group's intentions in relation to 

the press, eg. would a press conference at the end of the mission be 

anticipated ? 

3• The response of Ambassador Sene 

(a) Ambassador Sene conveyed the Commission's thanks and appreciation to 

Mr. Roa Kouri for the invitation and cooperation of the Government of Cuba. 
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(b) Ambassador Sene noted that the Group's preparatory meeting was 

scheduled for 25 to 29 July 1988 and mentioned generally some of the matters 

under consideration, including the electoral system and certain basic freedoms 

(such as the right to leave and to return to Cuba). Mention was also made of 

the co-operation thus far achieved in relation to the International Committee 

of the Red Cross, Amnesty International and Cardinal O'Connor. 

(c) Brief reference was made concerning the mission's logistical 

arrangements. 

7 July 1988 



Annex II 

INTERNATIONAL INSTRUMENTS CONCERNING HUMAN RIGHTS 
WHICH HAVE BEEN RATIFIED BY CUBA 

(As at 1 March 1988) 

Date of 

Instrument Title Ratification (R)/ 

Accession (A) 

International Convention on The Elimination of All 15 February 1972 

Forms of Racial Discrimination (R) Reservation re 

Art. 22 

International Convention on the Suppression and 1 February 1977 (A) 

Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid 

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 17 July 1980 

of Discrimination against Women (R) Reservation re 

Art. 29 

Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of 4 March 1953 

the Crime of Genocide 

Convention on the Non-Applicability of Statutory 13 September 1972 

Limitations to War Crimes and Crimes against Humanity. (A) and Declaration 

Slavery Convention 1926 6 July 1931 (R) 
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Date of 

Instrument Title Ratification (R)/ 

Accession (A) 

1953 Protocol amending the 1926 Convention 28 June 1954 (Sign.) 

- Supplementary Convention on the Abolition of 

Slavery, the Slave Trade, and Institutions and 

Practices Similar to Slavery 21 August 1963 (A) 

Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in 

Persons and of the Exploitation of the Prostitution 

of Others 4 September 1952 (A) 

Convention on the Nationality of Married Women 5 December 1957 (R) 

- Convention on the Political Rights of Women 8 April 1954 (R) 

Convention on Consent to Marriage, Minimum Age 

for Marriage and Registration of Marriages 20 August 1965 (R) 



Annex III 

LIST OF DOCUMENTS FROM NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS RECEIVED BY 
THE GROUP AND SENT TO THE GOVERNMENT OF CUBA FOR COMMENT AND LIST 
OF PERSONS PARTICULARS OF WHOSE CASES WERE COMMUNICATED TO THE 

CUBAN AUTHORITIES ON 29 AUGUST 1988 

Decision expelling a medical student from the University of Havana. 

The student's record file from the Ministry of Education. 

"In Cuban Prisons", an article that appeared in The New York Review of Books 

on 30 June 1988. 

Preliminary report for the 1988 meeting of the United Nations Commission on 

Human Rights, by Ricardo Bofill Pages. 

Form for opinion gathering. 

The situation of human rights in Cuba - seventh report, published by the 

Organization of American States. 

La violacion de los Derechos Humanos en Cuba; Una perspectiva vivencial" 

(The violation of human rights in Cuba: an experiential perspective), by 

Juan M. Clark, preliminary version, February 1988. 

Amnesty International. Cuba - Political imprisonment - an update. 

January 1988. 

Human Rights in Cuba: Report of a Delegation of the Association of the Bar of 

the City of New York. 

List of individual cases sent to the Cuban authorities on 29 August 1988: 



PARIS A. OBREGON HUNOZ 
MANUEL DE JESUS SANCHEZ 
FRANCISCO R. S'JAREZ BASART 
ALFREDO KUSTELIER 
ALFREDO ALBERTO KUSTELIER 
ROLANDO CORDERO 
ARMANDO ACOSTA 
DIESO GARCIA 
ANGEL ORTEBA 
MANUEL DEL VALLE CARAL 
JOSE A SINCONESI SANCHEZ 
GUILLERMO CASASUS 
1\S*, W>\1r&FJL Y£Y.<iHsS 

ERNESTO DIAZ RODRIGUEZ 
GUILLERMO RIVAS FQRTAS 
ANTONIO BERTOT SOTO 
ANIBAL HUSTELIER BARRERA 
ALBERTO JANE PADRON 
JOSE H GONZALEZ DEL PINO 
CESAR NICOLAS NICOLARDEZ MORENO 
ENRIQUE COSTA VAZQUEZ 
JOSE M EARCO GOMEZ 
SAMUEL TAJERA MILLAN 
ANA MARIA FERNANDEZ GARCIA 
MARIA DE LOS ANGELES DEAN 

SERGIO AGUILA YANEZ 
PEDRO F. SANCHEZ NARANJO 
BRAULIG A. LECUSAY VARGAS 
MANUEL MESA ARMAS 
SANTIAGO VEGA 
HUGO ANGEL FALCON COLOMER 
RICARDO PINO 
TEODORO H. ECHEVERRIA FUENTES 
E3TEBAN SOSA 
NARCISO V TAULER 
PEDRO DIAZ TORRES 
MUSAGUA 

MARCEL MARTINEZ MARTINEZ 
CARLOS ALBERTO RONDON 
HERMINIA ERITO 
ROSA RODENA DE SOTO 
PABLO LLABRE 
PEDRO ARIAS PEREZ 
MANUEL EXTRAMIL 
CASIMIRO R PINO CEPERO 
YOLAHDA JIHENEZ VALENTE 
SATURNINO BORGES 
EPIFANIO MARTIN MARTIN 

GREGORIO 0. PALMIRA 
RAUL VALDES 
RAUL Y LIDUVINA VALDES 

PASTORA HERNANDEZ DE FRESNO 
ALFREDO GONZALEZ 
JESUS BERUVIDES 
JUAN FERNANDEZ 
HYLDA CANOSA 
PEDRO L MILLARES 
RENE S CABRERA MENDEZ 
ALEJANDRA FERNANDEZ 
ARMANDO MARTINEZ ALVAREZ 
CARIDAD 0 MARTINEZ 
VICTOR M MARTINEZ 
ALICIA Y HERMINIO GONZALEZ 

KALGUIRIA GONZALEZ 
TOMAS VASALLO 
ROBERTO RAMON FERNANDEZ 
MARIA CRISTINA RODRIGUEZ DOMINSUEZ 
ROMELIQ JUAN MARTINEZ 
AURORA MACHADO CABRERA 
MARIA MACHADO CABRERA 
MAREOT MACHADO CABRERA 
LAURA TRENZADO 
GRESTE Y MIRIAM ACOSTA 
CIPRIANO S. GIL 
FERNANDO 4 JOSEFINA GARCIA 
REINA E. PENA 
ROEMER ROSELL DEL RIO 
HARiO MARTINEZ 
MARCELO CHERTA 

ARTURO SUAREZ RAMOS 
AARON HANCHA 
ONELIO SESNONAS 
CARLOS GONZALEZ VIDAL 
JUAN MANUEL FERNANDEZ 
GUILLERMO A PERNAS 
NANCY RODRISUEZ 
LUIS AND RODOLFQ ALFONSO 
IBRAIN R RODRISUEZ 
DONATO RAMOS 
HARiO CHANES DE ARMAS 
HECTOR R. OBREGGN MUNOZ 
MARCELINO E, FEAL 
03VALD0 MORALES RATING 
RAQUEL ALVAREZ 
ORLANDO TRAVIESO PENA 
MARIO J. GONZALEZ 
JQSE SANCHEZ 
JOSE M. PERNAS SANCHEZ 
ROBERTO CALVEIRO LEON 
PABLO J. LORENZO 
AMPARO RODRIGUEZ LAMAR 
ANTONIO ARMAS 



ANA MARIA FERNANDEZ 5ARCIA 
REV. ORLANDO A. COLAS GUZMAN 
MANUEL DE JESUS SANCHEZ 
S U T O R. CHAPLE 
SAEL LEON PEREZ DEL PRADO 
OLVER 0BRE60N 
LUIS BANZON 
HECTOR SOBERON QUINTANA 
SILVIO AGUILA YANEZ 
EVELIO BERNARDO RODRIGUEZ 
JOSE A CAMPOS PLACERES 
MIGUEL CABRERA ALVAREZ 
RAFAEL RIVERA HERMOSILLA 
LUIS RODRIGUEZ 
CALIXTO HERNANDEZ 
FELIPE Y1DAL SANTIAGO 
JUSTO AMARO BALADO 
MASALY CABRERA 
RAMON LORENZO GONZALEZ 
ANTONIO ALBURGUE 
JUAN JOSE CISNEROS 
JULIAN E LAMAR 
LUIS ANDRES SGTOLQNSO 
JUAN TORRES 
LUCIA S'JAREZ 
RAIMUNBO TORRES 
SANTIAGO TORRES 
ORLANDO TORRES 
ENRIQUE HERNANDEZ FERNANDEZ 
EDUARDO ALONSQ 
VICENTE CUEVAS P. 
CELSO M TORRES GONZALEZ 
NANCY GRANA 
OTTO RODRIGUEZ 
LORETO HONTESINO CRUZ 
LUIS RIVERO FORMQSO 
PEDRO L GARCIA VALCES 
CARLOS F HARISCAL LEGORBURO 
NORMAN ZIMMERMAN 
ISHAEL HERNANDEZ 
MARIA DIAZ 
JOSE ABILIO RODRIGUEZ MAUJO 
ROMAN ABRAHAM ACEITUNO 
JULIA C FERNANDEZ ALFONSO 
JULIO ALVAREZ SUAREZ 
ANTONIO BARNUEVO 
TEODORO GONZALEZ ALVARADO 
JORGE E YANIZ 
M. DELSADO 
EMILIO IZQUIERDO JR 
JULIO A NOGUEIRA 
EU6ENI0 A CABRERA VARONA 
ROBELIO KATOS 
SER3I0 L GONZALEZ FISUEREDO 
DELIA ALFONSO 

HERIBERTO CAZANAS 
TERESA LLERENA 
MANUEL HERNANDEZ CRUZ 
OFELIA MUNOZ 
EDUARDO HASSAN 
JOAQUIN I BORONAT 
GLORIA ARANDA ALBIZU 
OSMAL GUERRA RODRIGUEZ 
MERCEDES DE LOS A. GENTIL 
EDDIE ARTZE 
SAMUEL 0SVAL20 AGUILAR 
OSCAR ALVAREZ 
RAMON CISNEROS 
JORGE LINARES 
ROSA 6 MARTINEZ 
GiRALBO CABALLERO 
ARNALDO NIEVES 
MARIO FELIX PEREZ 
MARIO RODRIGUEZ 
JULIO PEREZ 
ESTRELLA NUR9UEZ 
ORLANDO RODRIGUEZ 
ASUSTIN GARCIA 
MARTIN LAV1ELLE 
OSVALDO CABALLERO 
NILO LOPEZ 
AGAPITO RIVERA MILEAN 
MARIA JQSEFINA LEYVA FERNANDEZ 
ALVARO J ALVAREZ 
AIOA LUCAS 
PEDRO J0R6E RODRIGUEZ PEREZ 
CARMEN PEREZ DE PEREZ 
ERNESTO AROCHA 
CHINO LANG 
ESTELA RODRIGUEZ 
ALBERTO P FUENTES GDRIOZOLQ 
ROLANDO CABRERA CASTINEIRA 
NILS BELLIDG DE LUNA 
JESUS MARTINEZ MARTINEZ 
RAUL Y CARLOS SUAREZ 
GISELA SANCHEZ 
ALBERTO P FUENTES 
SAMUEL T MARTINEZ 
ANTONIO ALBERTO NEGRIN 
JUAN F LOPEZ 
JUAN A HILIAN 
JOSE RAFAEL TARAFA 
MARCELINO MARTINEZ 
MANUEL EXTRAHIL 
FERNANDO CAROL ALVART 
DANIEL NIEVES 
HUGO LEON 
ARISMENDI H GLIVEROS 
PEDRO RODRIGUEZ MEDINA 
ARACELIS GAH5EL 
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AGUSTIN ROBAINA 
EMILIO RODRIGUEZ TUERO 
GREGORIQ HERNANDEZ 
REGINA M. MONTES 
EFRAIN R. INFANTE 
CANDIDO PEREZ SANCHEZ ' 
GUSTAVO ALBERTO VIDAL JGRGE 
NICOLAS SOFILL 
FAB 10 A. RODRIGUEZ SANCHES 
SATURNINO RODRIGUEZ 
OSCAR VILLA ALPIZAR 
CLEHENTE A. 3ENITE3 0RTE6A 
ANGEL ROGELIO VILLA 
ROGELIQ GOMEZ 
JOSE FELICIANQ HERNANDEZ SUAREZ 
GUILLERHINA E. CARRAXQ5 GORRITA 
MARIA RUIZ DE MALDONADO 
MARIA R. FERRER 
A IDA M ALVAREZ ALVAREZ 
ROSALIA VALDES 
ANGEL ROGELIO MEDINA 
JOSE MARTIN 
ADOLFO GONZALEZ CRUZ 
HIKE PQURCELL 
RQMILIO RQSELL DEL RIO 
GASPAR PICHARDO GRIMANY 
HERHINIA LOPEZ 
ROSA M. VALERA 
MAGA H, RQQUE MARTINEZ 
NARCISQ V. TAULER BENEDICTO 
RAFAEL ASUNEL 
ENRIQUE E. DIAZ CORREA 
RQMILIO ROSELL DEL RIO 
LUIS ERNESTO QSORIO 
ORLANDO REGALADO 
RAUL GONZALEZ NERO 
ENRIQUE M. ANGULO 
RAFAEL ASUNET 
FRANK R. HONTEJQ 
RAFAEL A. ART5LES 
JAVIER ALVAREZ 
JGRSE AVILA 
E'JSEBIQ PENALVER MAZORRA 
ANTONIO DEL VALLE 
JULIAN K. FIERROS 
MANUEL I. SALAS 
EULOGIO ARIAS 
TEQDGRO GONZALEZ ALVARADO 
MARTHA SARMIENTO HERNANDEZ 
CELIA M. FABELO 
ILDENSO BALART PRIETO 
LUISA M GARCIA TOLEDO 
RAUL ESTRADA 
LUIS SEOANE 
RAMON ALONSO 

JOAQUIN P'JEBLA 
CARLOS REYES SR 
RAUL ZALDIVAR 
HECTOR DANILO GARCIA 
CELESTINO SORRON 
OSVALDO ISLESIAS 
MODESTO AZAHARES PENA 
JORGE MANSO RASERO 
ROBERTO CALBEIRO 

FRANCISCO FARRA 
OVILIO REYES 
JUANA L. MORENO DE TRISO 
JULIO VENTO ROBERES 

RENE PUJOL 
APOLINAR RODRIGUEZ 
ROLANDO VALDES DHOLF 

LILIA E SANCHEZ 

JORGE GUTIERREZ IZAGUIRRE 
JOSE L LLUHBERT ROMERO 
JOSE ANTONIO LLERA 
GLADYS JUANA GARCIA HERNANDEZ 

ARMANDO RAMALLO LOPEZ 
MANUEL GONZALEZ 
ELISEO L RODRIGUEZ 
PEDRO LUIS GONZALEZ 
FELIX P VALDES 
SENON CHENTE 
PEDRO R GOMEZ 
EHIO ALDAMA 
RAUL ZAHORA 
YOLANDA HUNOZ PAZ DE 0BRE50N 
ANSELHO DIAZ 
HECTOR E. OBREGON MONTERO 
SIXTO R CKAPLE 
FRANCISCO GARCIA 
JESUS M. FUEHTES RIVERO 
OSVALDO ALVAREZ FELIO 
J EIQL'EA RODRIGUEZ 
ENMA CARKGNA DE LAZARO 
PEDRO BARATA 
RENE RODRIGUEZ SARAEIA 
MARIO J. GONZALEZ Q. 
ORLANDO TRAVIESfl PENA 
FRANCISCO GONZALEZ 



VENTURA SUAREZ DIAZ 
OLIVER OBRESON 
JOSE RODRIGUEZ 
ANTONIO ALVAREZ 
ANGEL FEO 
ORTELIO RODRIGUEZ 
MANUEL VALDES 
ELENIO EOMEZ 
ROBERTO CALBEIRO • 
ROLANDO VALDES D'HOLF 
LEOCADIO RODRIGUEZ 
ESTEB'AN CARDENAS 
CARLOS VICTORIA 
JORGE MA.NSO RASERO 
RAFAEL A BUENQ PEREZ 
JONAS E RODRIGUEZ GONZALEZ 
FIDEL VIDAL SANTIAGO 
DANILO CASANOVA 
LUIS JUAN GOTO SEP.3EU.0 
SIMEON AMADO SANCHEZ 
ORESTES R GONZALEZ FERNANDEZ 
ENRIQUE RAFAEL ARTZE 
MIGUEL CALVEIRO 
VICTOR CRUZ 
SILVIA E BALERDi OYARBIDE 
ELIER DIAZ OTERO 
ORESTES GONZALEZ FERNANDEZ 
ADELFQ EAEZ VELAZCO 
EMILIO GARVERAN SARDINAS 
LEONARDO LUCAS 
ROLANDO PEREZ PEREZ 
ERNESTO AROCHA 
PATRICIO GARCIA FERNANDEZ 
VICTORIANO VICENTE 
SAMUEL T MARTINEZ 
RAUL PINEIRO 
OSCAR R FLA MADRUGA 
RAUL PIMENTEL 
CARLOS P RAMIREZ 
ROBERTO QUINTANA 
ANTONIO ALBERTO NEGRIN 
JUAN F LOPEZ 
JUAN A MILIAN 
JOSE GONZALEZ SIERRA 
DOMINGO R VEGA 
ARQL HERNANDEZ 
FERNANDO CAROL ALVARI 
DANIEL NIEVES 
ARISHSNDI M OLIVEROS 
JOSE R. MARTINEZ 
GAB I NO ORTA 
MANUEL PARADELA GOMEZ 
ALBERTO FERNANDEZ MEDRANO 
MARCELIO MARTINEZ TAPIA . 
FERNANDO KUGICft CASUSO 
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ANDRES S, FERNANDEZ 
MARCELINO MARTINEZ TAPIA 
JESUS CONDE GARCIA 
RAUL GONZALEZ MIRQ 
ROBERTO FENA GONZALEZ 
ARNOLD P. CAPOTE 
JUAN F. ROCA 
GILBERTO OQUENDO 
RAFAEL ASUNET 
6ILEERTO GARCIA 
MARIA PEREZ 
CLARA ALEMAN 

FRANK R. MONTEJO 
JAVIER SQUTO 
MARIA L. NOVOA 
RAFAEL A. ARTiLES 
JORGE AVILA 
HUMBERTQ GOMEZ ASUILA 
JOSE A. FLORES 
MIGUEL ANGEL RODRIGUEZ RAVELO 
A. BORJAS 
NADELIA SARDIN SANTOS 
NICASIO ARAUJO 
JORGE MASTORRAL 
ROBERTO CALVEIRO 
MIGUEL CALVEIRO 
AMADO MORREL 
JOSE ELIGIO FERRER 
ENMA CARMQNA DE LAZARO 
PEDRO ULLOA 
ROEERTO CALVEIRO 
ROBERTO CALvEIRQ 

SILVIO AGUILAS 

BIENVENIDO CABANA 
JOSE SGLER 
FRANCISCO PARRA 
FRANCISCO AROCHA 
SANTIAGO J. URTIAGA 
ENRIQUE L. FERNANDEZ PEREZ 
JOSE L. NEZQUITA 
ISIDRO GARCIA 
ORESTES GONZALEZ FERNANDEZ 

GERARDO QUINTERQ VALDES 

ELIER DIAZ OTERO 

ORESTES PENfl CHARCKAEAL 

RAFAEL NUNEZ CUESTA 

JUAN BLANCO BROTONS 



RAUL ZALDIVAR 

JUAN MOJENA GONZALEZ 
JOSE SIHO C. TORGAS TORRE 
ROEHER ROSELL DEL RIO 

AfiGELIO CABRERA VALIENTE 
DEMETRIO TORRES 

ARTURO LUJAN HIDALGO 
RAMON L GONZALEZ 
JOSE E LOPEZ 
MARTIN SALGADO 
AIDA ALQNSO 
JONAS EFREN RODRIGUEZ GONZALEZ 
JOSE H DIAZ GOMEZ 
EDWARD PORTUQNDO 
JORGE HANSQ RASERO 
GILDA R SERRA 
ANGEL RAH I REZ 
ARNILDA GONZALEZ 
EMILIO REUS 
ADOLFO ASUIRRE SANTANA 
ANA GLORIA CALVO 
ROLANDO HERNANDEZ JR 
PLACIDO MORENO 
VIVIAN CARDENAS 
MIGUEL CALBEIRO 
ADR I ANA LLQRENTE 
ELIZADO POELSO 
JOAQUIN C. CKANYIDO 
ENRIQUE Y HARTA CALVET 
LORENZO ARROYO 
MANUEL DE LA TORRE 
ORLANDO CHANS 
MARIO RODRIGUEZ 
LUIS I ALQNSO 
IGNACIO BARCITO 
FELIX A GALLEGO 
JOSE A LOPEZ 
TOMAS RUIZ 
HILDA PAZ 
VILMA HERNANDEZ 
NANCY MIRO 
RAMON A SANCHEZ 
LYDIA E DE ARMAS 
ANA L LOPEZ ASUIAfi 
EDUARDO S MARTINEZ 
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ALBERTO LEAL 
JUAN JOSE CISNEROS 
OTTO GARCIA MORALES 
ENRIQUETA ARTZE LOURTEAU 
ORLANDO MORFFI 
HUGO BENAZET MESA 
LUIS ESCANDELL 
ENRIQUE M MARGOLLES 
MARTIN SABATER 
MIRETA MARGOLLES 
ENRIQUE R MARGOLLES 
CANDIDA SOTELO 
LAZARO NOVOA 
EUSENIO DEL VALLE 
DANIEL CABRERA 
LUIS HERNANDEZ 
MERCEDES CABRERA 
JUAN F LOPEZ 
ANTONIO RODRIGUEZ 
FERNANDO CAROL ALVARI 
FELIPE GUZMAN 
MARITZA DEL CAMPO 
JULIAN LA VILLA FERNANDEZ 
ESTRELLA MAURI 
RAFAEL ASUNET 
AURELIO PADRON 
JORGE AVILA 
MARIA L. MARGOLLES 
CARLOS A. MANRI9UE 
FRANCISCO AROCHA 

RINA SUAREZ 
RODQLFO SUAREZ 
CARLOS H. GUEVARA 
PEDRO BEHETY 
RENE A. PGLLES 
RAUL R. JIMENEZ 
EMILIQ SAEZ 
LORENZA C. SAEZ 
ROSA CHAVEZ 
RAQUEL LOPEZ DIAZ 
LUIS ALTAZARRA FUENTE 
PEL!- OUESADA BELTRAN 
LUIS fi. VAZQUEZ 
JOSE HANUEL FUENTE CARRETERO 
OSVALDO ISLESIAS 
OSVALDO ISLESIAS 
JOSE HENDEZ MORALES 
CLARA DOMENECH 
GILBERTO ME3IDA 
ESTER GUINuNtS MONTEAGUDO 
ANTONIO J. GIL 
ENMA CARMONA DE LAZARO 



ROBERTO FERRER JR 
JULIO JIDY 
RAUL ZALDIVAR 
PERLA FOWLER 
HIGUEL ANGEL RODRIGUEZ RftVELQ 
GISELA LEON' 
FRANCISCO JAVIER ARTILES 
L. M. ALLENDE 
LUCIANO FELIPE ESCANO 
PASCUAL RICOL 
MARIA MARTA GONZALEZ 
MIGUEL A. RODRIGUEZ 
ROBERTO SEBASTIAN 
JOSE GOMEZ 
MANUEL RODRIGUEZ KORTA 
CARLOS M. TORRES ROIG 
A IDA CABRERA DE FARINAS 
FERMIN IGLESIAS 
DULCE MARIA ALVAREZ 
CANDIDO SOTELG 
JESUS CABRERA CABRERA 
AVELINA RODRIGUEZ OCHOA 
SERARDQ ALVAREZ 
ROLANDO GONZALEZ ROSALES 
CARLOS CALLEJAS HOURELLE 
RAMON DIAZ YANES 
CARY DE LEON 
ROSAHERICA PORTUONDO 
ANA LUISA RODRIGUEZ 
ROBERTO SARDINA HILIAN 
CARMEN ROSA ALARCON SANS 
PABLO PERDOMO TREVEJO 
RAUL INDA HERNANDEZ 
FELIX 5 FEHATE HONTEJQ 
ELENA C ALFONSO 
JOSE R GRANA Y REVA 
ISNACIO I CARDOSO 
LUIS F MIRO CAMEJO 
JUAN B CARDENTEY 
EUGENIA CASTRO HEHRADA 
JOSE L FERNANDEZ 
CRISTINA HENENDEZ 
ORLANDO L POLO GONZALEZ 
CARLOS R JPEREZ 
CARMEN R ALMEYDA 
CESAR CARLOS MAS BERNAL 
OSCAR M GONZALEZ GROSSO 
MARLENE M GONZALEZ IGLESIAS 
JOSE LUIS 
JOSE PAZ GONZALEZ 
BERNARDO GONZALEZ 
LUISA DEL CASTILLO 
NIDIA PORTUONDO 
ELANCA ARES HERRERA 
ROSA MARIA GARCIA 

CARHEN GONZALEZ 
FELIX E BERNAL 
FRANCISCA JOSEFA BALERDI 
KAURICIO HONTEJO 
NORMA 0 ANGULO 
LOURDES ASUERO MONTEJO 
ESTHER MIRO 
NATACH CORZO ASUERO 
EUNICE PRIETO AGUERREBEJE 
JUAN A5U3TIN RODRIGUEZ 
MARIA OEL CARMEN DE ARMAS HERNANDEZ 
JOSE LUIS FERNANDEZ ADURIZ 
MARGARITA GARCIA RODRIGUEZ 
CARLOS L DELGADO HERRERA 
SEVERING PUENTE 
RAUL TRENZADO PEREZ 
MANUEL BLANCO LOPEZ 
DULCE MARIA DE LA HOZ 
DOLORES MENDEZ DE SUAREZ 
JOSEFINA SUAREZ DE RODRIGUEZ 
ANTONIO ALBERTO NESRIN 
JOSE R RODRIGUEZ 
MARIA MARTINEZ 
GILBERT ENRIQUEZ 
MIRIAM TERESA ENRIQUEZ 
PEDRO JESUS CABRERA 
LAZARO NOVOA 
EMILIO H RODRIGUEZ 
NYDIA CARTAYA MEDINA 
NYDIA ELBA MOURINO 
ALICIA ANGELA MOURINO 
MAYTE SOFIA MOURINO 
TAMARA SANDRA MOURINO 
RAMON VERDECIA 
GUILLERMO E. ESPINOSA BAEZ 
aiLFREDO V. FERNANDEZ GONZALEZ 
DANIEL SALVADOR RODRIGUEZ PEREZ 
CORAL CAMACHO ALVAREZ 
ILDUARA G ACOSTA PEREZ 
VICENTE RODRIGUEZ 
ALICIA E. CANAS ECHARR! 
HECTOR A. DIAZ 
JOSEFA DURAN 
EDUARDO 4 MILAGROS PIEDRA 
RAFAEL 4 ANDREA VEGA 
JOSE A. LLUMEERT ROMERO 
LUIS FERNANDEZ 
LEVAN FERNANDEZ FUMES 
ILDELINA IZQUIERDO 
NICANOR MARTINEZ 
FERNANDO TRESPALACIQS 
JOSE MIGUEL ENRIQUEZ LLAVERIA 
MARITZA S. FAR BORGES 
CECILIA LA VILLA 
RIGQBERTO CASSOLA 



ENHA CARMONA DE LAZARO 
JULIO ALEXANDER POYATO 
HARCIA PEREZ GARCIA 

' ROBERTO CAMEJO DEL CASTILLO 
JOSE NARANJO 
MARIA M. RIANO 
JORGE BELLO 
CARLOS L. BRITO 
SILBERTO GARCIA 
MARIA C. PEREZ 
FRANK R. MONTEJO 
LUIS PASTORECHEA 
PEDRO 0. FERNANDEZ 
MARCELINO MARTINEZ 
JORGE AVILA 
QVIDIQ BAYLINA 
ALFREDA S'JST 
RAUL fi. JIMENEZ 
JOSE DE JESUS HENDEZ MORALES 
MISDALIA GURRUCHAGH 

ESTEBAK L CARDENAS JUNQUERA 

FHURIHO VERSARA 
NANCY RODRIGUEZ 
KENEFRIDA GOMEZ 
MARIA ANTONIA LOPEZ 
ORLANDO TRAVIESO PENA 
DORA SOTO 
ROCiO FARALDO 
MARTA LLOVIO 
HECTOR SOBEfiON QUINTANA ' 
LUTSARDA CON0E 
PRIMITIVQ CONDE 
ANTONIO ALVAREZ 
OLSA ALVAREZ CHORENS 
RAMON RODRIGUEZ 
DORA SOTO 
ANTONIO J. GIL 
IRMA VELAZQUEZ 
ELIZA I. CAZABON 
NATALIA MARENGO 
WILFREDO V FERNANDEZ 
MARIA L ACOSTA 
MANUEL LOPEZ 
HARTHA G FERNANDEZ 
SILBERTO 6 FERNANDEZ 
NESTOR RAMOS 
ADOLFO SOTELO 
RUBEN D VICENTE 
CECILIA LA VILLA 

MARIA E. MARTINEZ 
MIGUEL A. MARTINEZ 
EU6ENI0 FORTUN 
EEATRIZ ABADIN MARTIZEZ 
ARISTILA MARTIZEZ 
NORBERTO CABANA 
AGELIA CABANA 
ALDO TORRES 
MERCEDES SAGARTIME 
MANUEL REAL 

EOSEHIO CASTILLO 

HERHEHESILDO MILIAN 
FILIBERTO RODRIGUEZ 
PASCUALA JIMENEZ 
QLGA PUJOLS GARCIA 
CRISTOBAL MALLADA 
ROBERTO GOMEZ Y FAM. 
NANCY RODRIGUEZ 
SI H O R. CHAPLE 
FRANCISCO GONZALEZ 
GERALDO FARALDO 
SRESORIO RAMOS 
HORTENSIA MARTIN 
OLIVER 03RES0N 
ANTONIO ALVAREZ 
OLGA ALVAREZ 
ELPIDIO MARRERO GONZALEZ 
ERNESTO MACHADO 
JOSE MARIA LLOVIO 
ADELPKA FEREZ CRUZ 
HECTOR SOBERON QUINTANA 
SILBERTO RGJAS 
CARLOS GARCIA 
TERESA PANE5UE 
JORGE CABRERA 
FRANCISCO GOU 
JONAS EFREN RODRIGUEZ GONZALEZ 
GIRALDO B CABALLERO 
ARMANDO RAMALLO LOPEZ 
ROSA D SANABRIA 
RUBEN MARTINEZ 
SILBERTO NAPQLES 
ADELFHA P CRUZ 
BETTINA ROD INCLAN 
JUANA K ALVAREZ 
LUISA GARCIA TOLEDO 
MELQUIADES ALVAREZ DIAZ 
FELIPE MASIQUES 
ARMANDO RODRIGUEZ PEREZ 



HORTENSIA ZAPATERO 
RESINO ZAPATERO 
CEFERINO BARRGSO 
JUAN JOSE SULTARI 
EUGENIC FORTUN 
EU6EHI0 FORTUN 8. 
LUIS DE SDCARRAZ 
LOURDES ETCHEHERRY 
MANUEL GASCON 
RAUL GONZALEZ HIRO 
GRACIELA MARTINEZ 
MARIA M. FARADELQ 
MARINA ALVAREZ 
EVANGELINA ARTELA 
EUGENIA k PABLO CA3TELLANQS 
CAR I DAD SGSREDO VALLADARES 
SILEERTQ GARCIA 
ROLANDO A. PEREZ 
CLARA ALEMAN 
ANGELA E. SQUTO 
JORGE s HILDA GOMEZ 
AMALIA PEREZ 
MIGUEL G. TRUYOL 
LUC 10 MARQUEZ 
PEDRO MARTINEZ 
FRANK R. HONTEJO 
MIBUEL VARONA 
LUIS PASTORECHEA 
GUILLERHO CABRERA 
EDGAR GARRASTAZU 
LAZARO SUST 
EVANGELINA LLEOVART 
ARMANDO LECUSAY 
ALBERTO SAFILLE 
ELENA PERNAS 
ROOOLFO SUAREZ 
ODILIA CORZO 
VICENTE CORZO 
FRANCISCO DIAZ 
it iH DELGA UHL'U 

EMILIO CARDENAS ALAN 
ERNESTO SANCHEZ 
GUSTAVO DELGADO BACALLAO 
GLADYS ZALDIVAR 
VICENTE SALON 
GUILLERHINA CUERVO 
HIGINIO MUNOZ 
MARICE LLGBET DE LOPEZ ORTIZ 
MARIA D. ARENQUI 
LUIS ALBERTO RUB 10 
ROBERTO FERRER JR. 
AVELARDO PEREZ QUEROL 
OSVALDO IGLESIAS 
ANTONIO T. GIL 
ESTHER QUIN0NE3 MONTEAGUDQ 

PEDRO GONZALEZ FERNANDEZ 
ANDRES F SOTUYO 
CAMILO CORTES 
RAUL fi TOME PARES 
GUSTAVO GONZALEZ 
FILIBERTO PEREZ HERNANDEZ 
REINALDQ DIESUEZ 
ERNESTO AROCHA 
RITA TRAVIE3Q 
MARCELINO TRAVIESO 
JUAN CUENCA 
MANUEL NUNEZ 
NORA A FERNANDEZ 
ANDRES A FERNANDEZ 
CQNSUELO FERNANDEZ 
ERNESTO G VINAS 
ERNESTO A ROQUE 
MARGARET PEARSON MORON 
DOLORES MENDEZ DE SUAREZ 
JOSEFINA SUAREZ DE RODRIGUEZ 
ALBERTO P. FUENTES 
FERNANDO A ARGILAGOS 
WALCO SANCHEZ 
CEIDA SARDINAS 
CARLOS A RAMIREZ 
JOSE M VILLARREAL 
ANTONIO A NEGRIN 
JUAN B HUARTE 
LUIS GONZALEZ 
FRANCISCO EVELIO GALAN 
ALICIA ARELLANO 
DOMINGO fi VESA 
JOSE R RODRIGUEZ 
BUENAVENTURA JOSEFA CABALLERQ 
ABUADO 
MIGUEL OTERO 
FELICIANO SABATES 
MIRIAM ENRI3UEZ 
CAR I DAD GODQY 
PEDRO JESUS CABRERA 
AGUSTIN LORENZO VALDIVIA 
MANUEL H CUBRIA 
ROSARIQ FALCON REYES 
ASQC. DE VAQUEROS Y FINCAS 

RUST I CAS DE CAHAGUEY 
EL LICEO DE CAHAGUEY MARTI Y 

CISNEROS 
HEREDEROS DE MIGUEL SQCARRAZ REGIO 
ANTONIO MARTINEZ - SUCE3I0N 
RUSTICAS DE CAHAGUEY ASOCIACION DE 
VAQUEROS Y PROP. DE FINCAS 
CQLESIO DE ABOGADOS DE CAMASUEY Y 

CIR. DE PROF. 
HEREDEROS DE MIGUEL DE SOCARRAZ 
ANDRES A. FERNANDEZ 
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GERARDO IZQUIERDO 
JUAN URTIA5A 
SILBERTO MERIDA 
CLARA DOMENECH 
FRANCISCO PARRA 
JOSE PEREZ TRUJILLO 
IRHft SEVILLA 
LORENZO DE TORO 
ANTONIO MUNOZ BASETTO 
TOHAS GARCIA 
MANUEL PEREZ 
BRAULIQ ALVAREZ 
TERESA VAQUERO VDA. DE FLORES 
HAS IA L. PARADEDA DE MARTINEZ 
PABLO MARTINEZ 
MARIA L VALDES 
JUAN Kftp.IA TRIGQ DIAZ 
ANDRES SQLARES 

JESUS F ROMAN 
RAUL R SANTOS 
CARLOS HAS 
RAUL DIAZ TEJEDA 

FRANCISCO BENITEZ FERRER 

LUCID ALONSO BRETANA 

ANDRES SOLARES 

EHEMELIO SARDINAS NAVEIRA 

ARIEL HIDALGO GUILLEN 

ROBERTO GIL HIERES 

SESUNDO GONZALEZ ALONSO 

RAFAEL LANZA LOPEZ 

JULIO VENTQ ROBERES 

ELIER DIAZ OTERO 

JUANA LOURDES MORENO DE TRIGQ 

JOSE L. NEZQUITA 
ROSA CHAVEZ 
LEONOR GARCIA 
OSVALDO IGLESIAS 
RODGLFO RIVAS 
ENRIQUE M, LENZA 
PEDRO TAHAYO 
ROGELIO E. OBREGON 
MARIA ANTGNIA LOPEZ 

ORLANDO TRAVIESO PENA 
SIXTO R. CHAPLE 
TERE PEREZ 
MARIA A MARRERO DE SAN ANTONIO 
HELVIO C. SANCHEZ FIOL 
MARTA LLOVIQ 
ISABEL HACHADO 
HECTOR SOBERON QUINTANA 
LUTGARDA CONDE 
PRINITIVO CONDE 
ZETA GUTIERREZ 
DULCE FERNANDEZ 
LAZARO GARCIA 
ROLANDO CAERERA 
ADALBERTO ARMAS 
ZGE NUNEZ 
FERNANDO NUNEZ PEREZ 
SAQUEL SURDS 
SIRALDG B CABALLERG 
EDDY 0 SANCHEZ 
RENE DE LA TORRE 
FERNANDO TRAVAL 
ARNALDO P. SOLER 
LUISA M GARCIA TOLEDO 
JONAS EFREN RODRIGUEZ GONZALEZ 
MARIA JGSEFA RQIG 
OLGA DUILOPEZ DE GASSOL 
JORGE R BAYATE MURSON 
HILDA FELIPE VALDES 
CANDIDA QUESAOA 
ALBERTO FAJARDO 
EMILIQ IZQUIERDO 
LAURA LANDA PAREDES 
TERESA RODRIGUEZ MORALES 
ELVIRA CABRERA 
MIGUEL A VALDES 
NORMA PEREZ DE RODRIGUEZ 
LAZARO NQVOA 
OCTAVIANO LIMA 
ORLANDO LIMA 
RITA TRAVIESO 
MARCEL I NO I TRAVIESO 
CARIDAD I GONZALEZ 
PEDRO JESUS CABRERA 
EDUARDO GONZALEZ 
MIGUEL PADRON FERNANDEZ 
OLGA E SHILLING 
LEOPOLDO A SHILLING 
EUGENIO DEL VALLE 
RUBEN D VICENTE 
ROLANDO RODRIGUEZ 
DOLORES MEHDEZ DE SUAREZ 
JOSEFINA SUAREZ DE RODRIGUEZ 
HIRAM RODRIGUEZ SIGLER 
FERNANDO A ARSILAGOS 

ftp://ftp.IA
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CARLGS A RAMIREZ 
JUAN F LOPEZ 
ALBERTO VICTOR MOLLINEA 
JUAN HUARTE 
MARIA MARTINEZ 
FERNANDO CAROL ALVART 
MIRIAM ESTELA ENRIQUEZ 
MARIA A. SANJURJO 
JUAN ARRONDO 
SILVIA FERRER 
PEDRO PABLO 60NZALEZ SOLER 
EDGAR A. GARfiASTAZU 
OSQRIA L. TORRES 
FELICIANQ GALLARDQ 
SILBERTO GARCIA 
FRANK R. MONTEJQ 
LuiS FASTQRECKEA 
PEDRO Q. FERNANDEZ 
MARCELINQ MARTINEZ 
JORGE AVILA 
ENRIQUE C. GARCIA 

EDUARDO F. SANTANDER Y DE LA ROSA 
JOSE R. INFANTE 
GERARDO HERNANDEZ 
NORA A FERNANDEZ 
EDUARDO GONZALEZ 
CARMEN 
ANA PEREZ N0DAR3E 
ALBERTO PEREZ NODARSE 
RUBEN CARAHAZANA 
DOLORES MENDEZ DE SUAREZ 
JOSEFINA SUAREZ DE RODRIGUEZ 
ALBERTO P FUENTES 
FERNANDO A ARSILA60S 
MAURICIO GARCIA 
SAMUEL MARTINEZ 
SOFIA LEON 
SUILLERMO FUENTES 
CARLOS R RAMIREZ RODRIGUEZ 
CEIDA SARDINAS 
RAUL PIMENTEL 
JOSE M VILLARRDEL 

ANTONIO ALBERTO NEGRIN 
JUAN F LOPEZ 
ALBERTO VICTOR MOLLINEA 
MIGUEL OTERO 
MARIA MARTINEZ 
LINCOLN DIAZ BALART 
GUIDO EL IAS 
JUAN HUARTE 
TERESA MORFFI RGD'JE 
FRANCISCO EVELIO GALAN 
ALICIA ARELLANO 
DOMINGO R VEGA 
JOSE R RODRIGUEZ 
MANUEL EXTRAMIL 
ANTONIO RODRIGUEZ 



ROSA RODRIGUEZ '. 
MARITZA FERNANDEZ 
DANIEL NIEVES 
FELIPE GUZMAN 
HAIDE 50NZALEZ 

AURELIO TORRENIE IGLESIAS 
ANGEL A, RODRIGUEZ 

RICARDQ LOPEZ 
ELENA GONZALEZ 
NDRBERTG CABANAS 
MIGUEL A, RODRIGUEZ 
PABLO MARTINEZ 
ARGELIA CABANAS 
KENT JUARDARAMAS 
FIORENCIO i ROIS 
GUILLERMINA 0. ROIG 
ELISEO AMAYA 
GASPAR BESTARD JR. 
LUIS SEOANE 
MANUEL S. VIDAL 
EL10 MAS 
BERNARDO BESTARD 
LRHINA BESTARD 
LGURDES CURRIER 
RAFAELA PRIETO DE BALARTI 
VICENTE PEREZ 
PERLA FOWLER 
PERLA MAS 
RAFAEL BALART 
ILDEFONSO R. BALART 
CIRO ESPINOSA 
PATRICIA HERBERER 
RAUL MENOCAL 
ELENA BESTARD 
RAUL ESTRADA 
RAFAEL ESTRADA 
CLARA RE3ASTILL0 
TOHAS REYES 
GISELA LEON 
CELIA H. FABELO 
MIGUEL ANSEL RODRIGUEZ RAVELO 
NADELIA SARDIN SANTOS 
J. R. ROZAS 
AMALIA ROZAS 
JOHN KOCH 
REBECA GOMEZ 
HAGALY VERGARA 
JOSE VERGARA 
GEORGINA LOPEZ 

SAMEL GOMEZ 
ALBERTO SARILLE 
GLORIA M. ESTRADA 
CARLOS M. HERRERA 
ALEJANDRO SANCHEZ SOTO 
CORALINA FERNANDEZ 
ILDEFONSO BALART 
RODOLFO SUAREZ 
CARLOS TOSCA 
RENE A. PULLES 
ELVIRA PACHES 
AKPARQ GIDEI 
GUILLERMINA CUERVO 
MERCEDES ESTUPINAN 
ADELA ARRONDO 
JORGE CRUZ 
LUCID GUTIERREZ 
CARMEN HERNANDEZ 
ROBERTO FERRER JR. 
AVELARDO PEREZ QUEROL 
ROBERTO DE LA MORENA 
ROBERTO CALVE IRO 

LANES AGUILAS 

RAIMUNDO CRUZ ALFONSO 
RAIMUNDQ CRUZ DANIEL 
SUSANA CRUZ DANIEL 
ANA DANIEL CRUZ 
PEDRO DANIEL 
CLARA IZSUIERDO 
JACINTO VIDAL 
WILLIAM H. RANSEL 
ROBERTO CALVE IRQ 

JOSE KENENDEZ 
MARIA DE LAS MERCEDES IGLESIAS 
OSVALDO IGLESIAS 
SERGIO SOTOLONGu 
ANTGNIO DEL VALLE 
MANUEL C. HAZA 
MARCELQ CHERTS 
BIENVENIDO CABANA 
ROSA CHAVEZ 
MANUEL PEREZ 
AIDA GARCIA 
CLARA DOHENECH 
AHTONIG J, GIL 
GILBERTO MERIDA 
CAYETANO ANTUNEZ 
ESTER QUIHONEI HONTEASUDO 
SANTIAGO J URTIAGA 
LEQNOR GARCIA 
JGSE SOLER 
JOSE PEREZ TRUJILLO 



FRANCISCO AROCHA 
HECTOR DANILS 6ARCIA 
LORENZO CE TQRO 
MODESTO AZAHARES 
JUAN MARIA TRIGO DIAZ 
JUANA LQURDES MORENO DE TRI6Q 
ANDRES SOLARES 
AMOR MENENDEZ 
RAMON MENENDEZ SURIS 
VIVIAN KITTAY 
IBRAHIM REYES 
EDELSA REYES 
ANDRES HERNANDEZ 
CARIDAD HERNANDEZ 
ALBERTO MONTERO 
CARLOS VALDEZ 
RAUL R. CARDENTEY 
ESTER CDLLAZO 
ROSA SOFIA CANCIO SAMPRON 
HISINIO MUNOZ 
HERHINIO COLLAZO 
GLADYS SALDIVAR 
RENE PUJOL 
YOLANDA GONZALEZ 
MARIA D. ARANESUI 
CARLOS MARTIN 
PEDRO TAMAYQ 
LUIS ALBERTO RUBIO 
RAUL SALDERAS 
JOSEFINA RUBIO 
ANTONIO FERNANDEZ 
MARIA ELENA FRAME CUERVO 
AMPARO RODRIGUEZ LAMAR 
GREGORIO 0. PALMIRA 
NANCY RODRIGUEZ 
RAMON R0DRI6UEZ 
WENEFRIDA GOMEZ 
FRANCISCO GONZALEZ 
DORA SOTO 
ROCIO FARALDO 
TEfiE PEREZ 
OLIVER OBREGQN 
KARTA LLQVIO 
JOSEFA FERNANDEZ CUETO 
EVANGELINA FERNANDEZ CUETO 
ERNESTO MACHADO SANCHEZ 
ISABEL MACHADO 
ADELPHA PEREZ CRUZ 
MARIA ANTONIO HARRERQ DE SAN 
ANTONIO 
ANGEL L. 
HECTOR SOBERON OUINTANA 
VIVIAN MARIA TRIGO MORENO 
JESUS PEDRO ROSIE 
ZOILA QUINTERO 

ROLANDO PEREZ PEREZ 
JOSE CASTRO 
ERNESTO AROCHA 
AMALIA BENEJAM GARCIA 
CARIDAD I GONZALEZ 
ALICIA L RODRIGUEZ 
LUIS JAIME 
ISABEL SANCHEZ 
RICARDO 8UCH 
YOLANDA SOHEZ 
ARMANDO RAMALLO LOPEZ 
ANTELA MARIBONA 
MERCEDES PERNAS 
ORLANDO RUIZ LEIRO 
CARLOS N MARTIN 
DALIA VALDES 
RAIMUNDO RODRIGUEZ 
REGLA M RODRIGUEZ 
HORTENSIA ZAPATERO 
LUIS DE SOCARRAS GUZMAN 
HECTOR GARCIA 
NILDA INTERIAN 
CARIDAD GODOY 
VICTORINO VICENTE 
BERNARDO CORRALES 
CHINO TANG 

ROGELIO SOPO BARRETO 
LOURDES ETCKVERRY 
MAITA GALLO 
JESUS CONDE GARCIA 
RAUL GONZALEZ MERO 
MANUEL LOPEZ 
GILBERTO GARCIA 
JOSE J SANCHEZ 
MARIA C. PEREZ 
CLARA ALEMAN 
FRANK R. HONTEJO 
ROBERTO NUNEZ 
JORGE k HILDA GQMEZ 
RAFAEL CHAZ 
MERCEDES fi£Y 
GUILLERHO CABRERA 
AURELIO PADRON 
IRENE REBERTQ 
VICTORIA H SANCHEZ 
HARCELINO MARTINEZ 
JORGE AVILA 
GRACIELA MORI 
OLIMPIA PALHA 
NESTOR PALMA 
JORGE MUNIZ 
CORALIA BALLART 
MANUEL RODRIGUEZ 
LUCILO BALLART 
JUAN ROJAS 
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LINA M RAMOS 
JUAN VALDES TERAN 
CARMEN BENITEZ 
MANUEL BENITEZ 
EMILIO REUS 
SILDA R SERRA 
JOR6E MANSO RASERO 
LUISA M GARCIA TOLEDO 
MARIA REVESADG 
LORENZO VALDES ZENEA 
ANTONIO B. ABELLA 
HENRY LLORELLA 
JOSE A. ROIS 
IRMA ABELLA 
EMILIA AHA DAGO 
RAUL ARTIAGA 
ELENA CORTES 
ALBERTO HACEQ 
BERTA DAGO 
PEDRO J, CORTES 
JORGE SOLER 
LEYDA RODRIGUEZ 
OSCAR RAUL GOMEZ 
ELENA ENRI9UEZ 
ENRIQUE ENRIQUEZ 
DIANA UP.BIZA 
GFELIA TRAVIESO 
FILOMENO TRAVIESO 
OSVALDQ VALLADARES 
JOSE MANUEL FERNANDEZ 
HIRTA FERNANDEZ 
JESUS F. ROMANO 
ELVIA SELVA 
ELENA ELANCO GONZALEZ 

SUILLERHINA GONZALEZ FERNANDEZ 
SILVIA & HUMBERTO PLATERO 
VICTOR PALACIO Y FAH. 
MANUEL E. HAZA 
RODQLFO RIVAS 
TGMAS AVILA 
RENE A. PULLES 

RAUL TRUJILLO 
BARBARITA SANCHEZ 
EDDY 0 SANCHEZ 

DONINSO HONTES HE oca 
YOLANDA URQUIZA GOMEZ 
ARMANDO RAMALLO LOPEZ 
VIRGINIA N RODRIGUEZ 
RISLER RODRIGUEZ 
SARA PEREZ 
EDDY SANCHEZ 
LUIS JAIME 
MAXIMO R MENENDEZ 
LILLIANE NONDA 
LAZARO NOVOfl 
CARIDAD I GONZALEZ 
ELBA ELLAS DE RODRISUE 
ALICIA ARELLANO 
DGMINSG R VESA 
GILBERT ANTONIO EN 
PEDRO JESUS CABRERA 
EDGAR A. SARRASTAZU 
JOSE NARANJA 
OROSIA C. TORRES 
JORGE 
GRACIELA MORE 
HUMBERTO ARMENTERO 
GILBERTO GARCIA 
ROLANDO A. PEREZ 
GUILLERHO CABRERA 
GASFAR EESTAHD 
ELIG HAS 
ZGRAiDA MATEU 
JORGE COHZ 
LUIS ALTUZARRA FUENTE 
PASTORA SOTOLONGO 
JOSE MANUEL FLDREZ 
JUAN R. GONZALEZ 
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Annex IV 

TEXT OF THE PRESS RELEASE ANNOUNCING THE VISIT OF THE GROUP TO 
CUBA, DELIVERED TO THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF CUBA AT 
GENEVA ON 4 AUGUST 1988, FOR DISSEMINATION NO EARLIER THAN 

10 AUGUST 1988 

The Commission on Human Rights of the United Nations, at its forty-fourth 

session adopted decision 1988/106 which reads as follows: 

"At its 56th meeting, on 10 March 1908, having regard to the 

invitation of the Government of Cuba, the Commission on Human Rights 

decided, without a vote, (a) to accept the invitation that the Chairman 

and five members of the Commission, appointed following regional 

consultations, should visit Cuba in order to observe the human rights 

situation; (b) that the Chairman of the Commission, together with the five 

other members of the mission, should prepare a report to be submitted for 

consideration by the Commission, which would decide on the manner in which 

the report was to be examined." 

The group of the Commission, under the chairmanship of Ambassador Alioune 

Sene, Chairman of the Commission on Human Rights is composed by: 

EJulgaria Mr. T. Dichev 

Colombia Mr. R. Rivas Posada 

Ireland Mr. M.J. Li 11 is 

Nigeria Mrs J.S. Attah 

Philippines Mr. J.D. Ingles 

will travel to Cuba from 15 to 25 September 1988. 

Individuals or organizations wishing to present information or to meet 

with the group are invited to address themselves to the Secretariat of the 

group through UNDP, tel. 22-2513, 22-2514 and 22-2515, up to 10 September 1988. 



Annex V 

NOTE BY THE SECRETARIAT. MEETING OF THE GROUP WITH THE PERMANENT 
REPRESENTATIVE OF CUBA AT GENEVA ON 28 JULY 1988 

At its sixth meeting, held on 28 July 1988, at 4 p.m., the group received 

the Ambassador of Cuba, Mr. Lechuga, accompanied by the First Secretary of the 

Permanent Mission of Cuba, Mr. Humberto Rivero Rosario. 

The Chairman drew the Ambassador's attention to the consensus reached in 

the Commission on the adoption of decision 1988/106, emphasized the spirit of 

co-operation shown by the Government of Cuba, and informed the Ambassador that 

the group had adopted certain decisions in that spirit of consensus. The 

group had for instance, agreed on a draft programme for its forthcoming visit 

to Cuba, whereby it would arrive in Havana on Friday, 16 September 1988 at 

2.30 a.m. and would leave on the night of 25 September 1988. On the afternoon 

of 16 September, the group would like first of all to pay a courtesy call on 

the Minister for Foreign Affairs. Saturday, the 17th, could be devoted to 

internal meetings of the group or to a visit organized by the Government 

outside Havana, to enable the group to observe the enjoyment of human rights 

by the Cuban people in its everyday environment. The group also planned 

another excursion outside Havana. 

Starting on Monday, the group will call on Cuban personalities and 

authorities (in the mornings) and in the afternoons it will visit 

institutions, various organizations, schools, hospitals and clinics. 

With regard to the Cuban authorities, the group would like to meet the 

Ministers of Justice, the Interior, Defence, Education, Health, Housing and 

authorities responsible for legal institutions and prisons; the Government 

Attorney; the President and Members of the Supreme Court; the military 

courts; Members of the Council of State and Council of Ministers; persons 

responsible for popular participation, trade union matters, the media, 

religion, emigration, Party officials, newspaper editors and radio and TV 

producers. 

The group would also like to visit a Committee for the Defence of 

Revolution, the President of People's Power in a province, a church leader, 

Catholic or other, a market; the National Union of Cuban Jurists and 

universities; trade union associations and associations of small farmers; a 

national youth organization; persons responsible for ideology and vigilance; 

the Episcopal Conference of the Catholic Church; religious leaders of other 

confessions; philosophical and other organizations; artists, 
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non-governmental organizations concerned with human rights. The group also 

planned to hold meetings with private individuals. The representative of a 

regional group expressed misgivings concerning the persons who might be able 

to meet the group. The Chairman recalled that Deputy-Minister Roa had assured 

him that the group would enjoy complete freedom in working out its programme, 

and the full co-operation of the Government. The group expressed the-

unanimous desire to talk to the persons chosen by it, without adverse 

consequences for those persons. 

The group also decided to provide the Government with documents received 

by it or by some of its members, without any obligation on its part, on the 

understanding that only the Cuban authorities are able to shed light on and 

respond to the information compiled in these documents. The Chairman also 

received individual petitions which he transmitted to the Ambassador, who took 

a very sympathetic attitude. Some of these cases have even been resolved. 

Also, many of the documents and individual cases received have been resolved; 

the Group should therefore be informed of how matters stood. Only the Cuban 

authorities will be able to give the group the relevant information on these 

problems and to make appropriate comments, if possible, before it travels to 

Havana. 

The group will also transmit to the Government questions raised by some 

of its members on constitutional and legal aspects related to the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights, which is of affirmative value but has a certain 

moral force, as well as on specific international instruments signed and 

ratified by the Government. 

Ambassador Lechuqa considered the programme submitted by the Chairman to 

be comprehensive, in line with the offer made by the Government, pursuing a 

policy of complete openness on its part concerning the possibility of the 

group visiting any locality whatever in the island and visiting any person 

whosoever, whether or not he may belong to the Government. 

Deputy-Minister Roa reiterated these remarks to the Chairman. 

With regard to the guarantees that there would be no reprisals against 

those persons who see the group, the Ambassador said that he preferred not to 

have to answer, since he believes that it shows a lack of knowledge of Cuba 

and history of the Cuban revolution. He repeated that the group may see 

anyone, since it is inconceivable that the Government might take any kind of 

reprisal. In any event, the Government will note the group's concern. 



- 3 -

Ambassador Lechuga also repeated that the Government would allow the 

group to visit any prisons it may wish to see. Concerning the cases which the 

group intends to transmit to the Government, Ambassador Lechuga stated that he 

will transmit them to his Government immediately, in the way he did with the 

cases previously handed over by the Chairman in his capacity as Chairman of 

the Commission on Human Rights, since, in accordance with decision 1988/106, 

the group is not concerned with these cases. Finally, he announced that, on 

that day, he had sent 14 replies on various cases to the Centre for Human 

Rights. All the persons referred to in them, with the exception of one or 

two, were free, some in Cuba and others in the United States. 

The Chairman thanked Ambassador Lechuga for his statement, and for the 

guarantees given by him. He also thanked him for replying so promptly to the 

cases already submitted to the Government; this will be helpful in updating 

the information in the group's possession. The Chairman repeated that, in his 

capacity as Chairman of the Commission, he will transmit the relevant 

documents, in the manner desired by the group, on the basis of mutual 

understanding, and on the understanding that the replies may be available 

before the group travels to Cuba. 

Mr. Ravas Posada reaffirmed the spirit of co-operation and consensus 

which has characterized the group's deliberations. He also underscored the 

guarantees to enable the group to make contact with the widest possible 

variety of individuals and groups and to assure them that they may exercise a 

citizen's right in complete freedom. He also said that it was materially 

impossible for the group to cover all aspects of the visit; consequently 

recourse will have to be made to a selection of activities, depending on the 

wishes of the group and on the possibilities of assistance from the 

authorities in order to carry out this programme of activities. 

Mr. Lillis indicated his gratitude to Ambassador Lechuga for providing 

him with all the information which he had so far requested in his capacity as 

a member of the group. He also appreciated the Ambassador's willingness to 

inform him about a situation which was new to him. He also expressed the wish 

that the visit by the group might take place in an atmosphere of openness and 

dialogue with all the parties concerned, with the group striving for maximum 

transparency in carrying out its mission. The group should therefore make the 

documentation it had received available to the authorities, who would thus 

have an opportunity of assisting the group in its deliberations before it left 
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for Cuba. What was involved was not an obligation on the part of the Cuban 

authorities to reply but rather an invitation to comment on the matters 

indicated, in an exercise which seems useful for both parties. 

Mrs. Attah told Ambassador Lechuga that the group will visit Cuba in a 

spirit of complete objectivity, spending the greater part of its time in 

observing everyday life in Cuba, as well as meeting the people with whom the 

group wishes to talk. 

Mr. Dichev drew attention to the fact that the material from Cuba is 

insufficient and that the group therefore needs more information in this 

regard, either in the form of reports, books or statistics. He also indicated 

the group's wish to resolve this question in a context of co-operation. 

Mr. Ingles associated himself with the consensus within the group and 

welcomed the group's good relations with the Government, through 

Ambassador Lechuga. 

In conclusion, Ambassador Lechuga expressed his appreciation of the 

group's recognition of his Government's offer of co-operation and reaffirmed 

its spirit of co-operation. He also requested guidance from the group on the 

kind of additional information it wishes to receive. With regard to the 

documents, he indicated that their submission to the Government makes for 

smoother relations between the group and the Government. His Government had 

objected in the past to certain complaints since it did not consider that they 

fell within the group's mandate. It took the view that questions of 

competence lay with the Chairman of the Commission on Human Rights, on a 

humanitarian basis. It also wanted the group to visit the Isla de La Juventud. 



Annex VI 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE VISIT OF THE GROUP TO CUBA PUBLISHED IN THE 
PERIODICAL GRANMA ON 27 AUGUST 1988 

"The Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs, Raul Roa Kouri, has 

informed the AIN that, following upon the invitation issued to the 

Commission on Human Rights, by the Government of Cuba, a group of the said 

Commission consisting of the President and five members of the Commission, 

appointed after regional consultations, will visit our country in September 

next. 

The object of the said group, according to the invitation by the 

Government of Cuba, is to observe the human-rights situation in Cuba and 

prepare a report to be brought to the attention of the Commission, which will 

then decide on the manner in which the report is to be considered. 

The group of the Commission will be chaired by Mr. Alioune Sene, 

Ambassador of Senegal - the current President of the Commission on 

Human Rights - the other members of the group being: Mr. T. Ditchev, 

Ambassador of Bulgaria; Mr. R. Rivas Posada, Ambassador of Colombia, 

Mr. J. D. Ingles, Under-Secretary of State of the Philippines; 

Mr. M. J. Lillis, Ambassador of Ireland and Ms. J. S. Attah, Ambassador of 

Nigeria. The group intends to visit Cuba from 15 to 25 September 1988. The 

UNDP office in Havana, as representing the United Nations system in Cuba," "Will 

receive telephone messages, requesting interviews or supplying information on 

telephone numbers 22-2514 and 22-2515, until 10 September 1988. 

During its stay, the' delegation of the Commission on Human Rights will 

hold talks with government ministers, with representatives of the people's 

power and of political and mass organizations, with private individuals and 

with personalities in the country's political, social, religious and cultural 

life, and will visit various institutions in the capital and other parts of 

the country. " 
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CBo6oaa Bupaxeim* caoero men** a • mdiopKanioc 
Libertad de expresidn e infornaeiin 96 

% 



-4-

• i , I, * i*i*JI . "5T" -A; Page 

Tableau Tf-6-rma Cuadro Page CTpaHHua Pifelna 

1.12 ot—5-^>JI o — ^ V/* 

£&"§ 6 . 
Freedom of asoci«tion 
Liberty d'association 
CBo6ozza accounaimn 
Libertad de asociaci6n 98 

1 . 1 3 '•>-*> 

£• ft 
Others 
Autres 
Hpo*iee 
Otros 100 

Total allegations by categories 

Total des allocations par categories 

• flflppp IUMO naxmierora no KaTeropnm 

Total de denuncias recibidas por categoria 103 



-9-59 NAME HOMS JMOUUtt NOMBRE 
^ I ' U J V I jfe g * ALLEGATIONS* ALLEGATIONS" 3AJJMEHHS* ALEGACIONES* 

Agustin 
Carlos 
Iris 
Luis 
Geraldo 
Jose 
Evaristo Eusebio 

ABALO PEREZ 
ABRAHAH 
ABREO 
ABREU 
ABREU HARQUEZ 
ABREU HESA 
ACANDA GONZALEZ F . 

A_JUl - ^ . I ^ J I J^ (JO ^ O j ^ j j l ^yz-XA ^ j f LS.'Vl 

^ j j - ^ J I ,1 j_L_JI I J J L L . y j a*J) U) : .LL^-VI oVU- <r> : i>j_>JI i . 5U I ^ j ^ J i (T) : J L - J I ^ i J .J I <\> 

<\) : J — J l ^i <s-Jl (A) : <>.Vl ^J a - " <V> : ^ >^- l*S l ~ ^ «J~J» <l> : i ^ i - ^ J I j ! i ^ ^ - H ̂  o V U ^ V I (° > <-l l 

: •-•' _ - - T " L W > ^ ^ ^ - <^> : r^^i > sz-^-li ~<?s- IU) : ^JLJI ij>- no : i^<^-ii, i ^ u ^ V i , ^JL^LJVI uP^Ji 

. ._„ i u r ) 

(i) £.•#-&; (z) / J * ^ * f t i & W & * « ; (3) £:«£; (4) r t f f 4 ^ . 0 ^ E Wfe^J; 

(5) # * * ^ * 3 t « s (6) £ # j E 3 « # « ; & * « ; (T) #<&&; (8) X # f c 

* Ihe numbers in these columns correspond to the following subjects: 

1) Right to life; 2) Right to physical integrity; 3) Disappearances; 4) Right to leave the country or to 
return; 5) Ilegal or arbitrary arrests; 6) The right to due process; 7) Right to security; 8) Right to work; 
9) Economic, social and cultural rights; 10} Religious freedom; 11) Feedom of expresion and information; 
12) Freedom of asociatlon; 13) Others. 

* Les norabres figurant dans ces colonnes correspondent aux sujets suivants: 

1) Droit a la vie; 2) Droit a l'integrlte physique; 3) Dispari tions; 4) Droit de quitter le pays et d'y 
retourner; 5) Arrestations illegales ou arbitraires; 6) Droit a un proces equitable; 7) Droit a la securite; 
8) Droit au travail; 9) Droits economiques, sociaux et culturels; 10) Libertes de religion; 11) Liberte 
d'expression et d*information; 12) Liberte d'association; 13) Autres. 

* HKcyia B JTHX KOJIOHKOX o6o3Ma^awT cnezryiotqne TCKU: 

1) npaso Ha JCM3H»; 2) npaBO Ha 4,H3Ir*eCKy10 nenprntocaOBeiOTOCTt; 3) Hc^e3HOseHns; UpaBO noK*uxaxfc cTpaHy a 
Bo3BpaiqaTkca B Hee; 5) BesaKotuaje sura npOHaBO-niHwe apecrv; npaBo na crrr>aBe;un*BOe cyae6ttoe pa36npaTejiicTBo) 
7) ripaBO Ha 6e3onacHOCTi; Upaao Ha Tpyat 9) 3KOHOMW»ecKHe, corrwaJliKue K Ky^ifcxypMwe upaBa; 10) Cao6oaa 

pejmrsm; 11) Cso6ozia BupaKeatm caoero MHaraa Ft HH(|>opMarrera; 12) CBo6o/ia- accouHaxocH; 13) ITpoiee. 

* Los niimeros en estas columnas corresponden a las siguientes denuncias: 

1) Derecho a la vlda; 2) Derecho a la integridad fisica; 3) Desapariciones; A) Derecho a entrar y salir 
del pais; 5) Detenciones ilegales o arbitrarias; 6) Derecho al debido proceso; 7) Derecho a la seguridad; 
8) Derecho al trabajo y su diafrute; 9) Derechos econ6micos, sociales y culturales; 10) Libertad religlosa; 
11) Libertad de expresi6n e informaci6n; 12) Libertad de asociaci6n; 13) Otros. 
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| ,—VI -f-^ NAME 

| Mayra 
| Miguel Angel 
j Rolando Ruben 
| Pedro Lazaro 
j Asuncion 
j Fidel 
j Pedro Juan 
j Mario 
| Xatiana 
| Hayda Salomd 
| Martin 
j Rafael 
j Santa Isabel 
| Rafael 
j Ileana 
| Mercedes 
j Norberto 
| Eladio Agustin 
j Eloy Jesus 
j Pablo Roberto 
| Felix 
| Juan Cliraaco 
| Jorge 
j Roberto 
| Jorge 
j Leonel 
j Guillermina 
| Frank 
j Armando 
| Gustavo 
| Sebastian 
j Sebastian 
j Mercedes Sonia 
1 Maria Elena 
j Angel Rogue 
| Carlos E. 
j Olga 
| Manuel 
j Alejandro 
j Victor 
| Angela 
j Noel 
j Orlando 
| Reinaldo 
j Arnaldo 
j Gricel 
1 Erik. 
| Andres 
| XomAs 

NOMS tHWlHS , NOMBRE j 

ALVAREZ | 
ALVAREZ | 
ALVAREZ COMPTA | 
ALVAREZ GARCIA j 
ALVAREZ GONZALEZ j 
ALVAREZ LUIS j 
ALVAREZ HARTINEZ | 
ALVAREZ MIRANDA | 
ALVAREZ PEREZ j 
ALVAREZ ROLLON | 
ALVAREZ SALAZAR I 
ALZAMORA ALVAREZ j 
ALZUGARAY j 
AMADO | 
AMADOR RAMIREZ | 
AMENOZ RODRIGUEZ j 
AMOR MOREJON 1 
ANAYA FIGUEREDO j 
ANAYA MADRIGAL j 
ANELLE | 
ANGARICA DUENAS j 
ANGULO VALDES j 
ANSORENA MENENDEZ j 
ANTONIO E IZQUIERDA | 
ANZORENA HENENDEZ j 
ARAGONES GARCIA | 
ARANCIBIA CASTILLA j 
ARANGUEZ DURAN j 
ARAYA GARCIA . | 
ARCOS BERGNES- ' j 
ARCOS BERGNES j 
ARCOS CAZABON j 
ARENAL LINARES | 
ARGUELLES | 
ARIAS | 
ARIAS ACOSTA | 
ARIAS E. | 
ARIAS MONTANO | 
ARIAS MONTSERRAT j 
ARMENTEROS DIAZ | 
ARMENTEROS LAZO j 
ARONZARENA j 
ARRASCARTA DOMINGUEZ | 
ARREDONDO j 
ARROYO MORGADO | 
ARTEAGA COUSO j 
ARTEAGA GONZALEZ | 
ARZOLA OTAflO j 
ASPILLAGA LOMBARD | 

" O.1<UJVI 

! 
2 1 
2 1 

1 1 

2 

1 1 
1 

j 
j 
j 

2 1 
j 
| 

. | 
| 
1 
1 

1 | 

1 1 

2 

2 

1 
1 

1 1 

ft. & 

1 * 

1 4 
j 4 

1 * 
1 * 
1 4 

1 * 

1 * 
j 4 

1 * 
j 4 
1 4 

1 * 
1 4 
1 4 
j 4 
1 * 

1 4 

1 4 
1 4 
1 4 

i * j 4 
1 4 

1 * 
1 4 
1 4 
j 4 
1 4 

j 4 
1 4 

1 4 
j 4 
1 4 
1 4 

» ALLEGATIONS* ALLEGATIONSH 

1 1 ^ 

5 1 1 

1 1 7 

5 ! 1 

I I ? 

S 1 1 7 

5 1 1 

1 1 7 

| 6 | 7 

1 6 1 

5 I 1 
1 1 7 

5 I 1 

5 I 1 

1 9 

8 1 

I 9 
8 | 9 

8 1 
8 1 

8 I 

1 9 

8 | 9 
8 1 

1 9 
8 I 

8 1 

8 | 9 

3MBJIEHKfl* ftLECACIONES*. 1 

1 11 1 1 1 

10 1 | 1 | 

| 11 I 12 I | 

| 11 | 12 | | 

10 I 1 I . I 

1 11 1 1 1 

1 11 1 1 1 



t~*\ -f-SJ NAME 

Daniel 
Milagros 
Agustin Valerino 
Lidia 
Ida Clara 
Adelfo 
Roberto 
Juan da Dios 
Crispina Azalia 
Armando 
Iliana 
Elena 
Jose Luis 
Ileana Elena 
Margarita 
Eloisa 
Rene Arturo 
Marisella 
Aldo Arnaldo 
Rene Arturo 
Felicia 
Maria Justina 
Rafael Antonio 
Teresa 
Teresa Lucila 
Jesus 
Guillermo 
Carlos 
Osvaldo 
Daniel Adrian 
Maria Elena 
Abel&rdo 
Jose Raul 
Pedro Andres 
Luis 
Felicita 
Jesus Ramon 
Maria Luisa 
Humberto 
Pedro Jesus 
Felipe 
Ram6n 
Carlos Manuel 
Hector Ratil 
Andrea Adelina 
Fidel 
Dolores Cirila 
Pedro J. 
Nelson 

NOMS »WQUlHa , NOMBRE 

ASPILLAGA LOMBARD 
AULET ROSABAL 
AVALO PEREZ 
AVILA 
AYALA LAGUARDIA 
BAEZ VELASCO 
BAHAMONDE 
BAHAMONDE TRASANCOS 
BALLESTER CINTAS 
BALMACEDA 
BAMBAS CAMPOS 
BAROS CARERAS 
BARAGA SANTA CRUZ 
BARBA CAMPOS 
BARBARICHE GARCIA 
BARCELO MELENO 
BARREDO POZO 
BARRERAS RAMIREZ 
BARRERAS ROMERO 
BARRERO POSO 
BARRIOS CAMALLERI 
BARRIOS LLANES 
BARRIOS RODRIGUEZ 
BARROSO 
BARROSO LOPEZ 
BARROSO PEREZ 
BASQUES VARDIVIA 
BASTON CHILS 
BATISTA GONZALEZ 
BATLLE PALMERO | 
BAYO GONZALEZ 
BAZA MORALES 
BECERRA RODRIGUEZ 
BEHETY GONZALEZ 
BEIRO ALVAREZ 
BELEN 

BELLECHASSE JIMENEZ 
BELLO CAPPOUTO 
BELLO LAFFITA 
BENAVIDES 
BENITEZ 
BENITEZ B. 
BENITEZ SOSA 
BERBECIA ARIAS 
BERMUDEZ APARICIO 
BERMUDEZ SOUS 
BERMUDEZ VALDES 
BEROVIDES 
BERTO 

^ 1 - L . J V I &' ALLEGATIONS* ALLEGATIONS* MUUIEHHS1* ALEGACIONES* 

11 

11 
11 

13 

13 

13 

11 



-VI -f«5 NAME NOMS tXMSUIHH HOMBRS 
^ - I ' U J V I %t g * ALLEGATIONS* ALLEGATIONS* 3*J!art£HHfl* ALEGACIONES* 

Luis Anselmo 
Maria 
Pedro 
Juan 
Jose Manuel 
Pedro 
Agustin 
Migdalia 
Amador 
Leonel 
Jose Antonio 
Ana Haria 
Rigoberto 
Clara Margarita 
Regino Armando 
Nancy 
Eduardo 
Oswaldo 
Carlos M. 
Maribel 
Osraar 
Saul 
Pedro 
Alfredo M. 
Miguel Angel 
Manuel 
Elena 
Andres Avelino 
Victor Francisco 
Luis Mariano 
Maria Lulsa 
Pablo 
Leonardo 
Carmelo 
Ricardo 
Alberto 
Lazaro 
David 
Guillermina 
Orestes 
Nora 
Julio 
Ivan 
Rene H. 
Felipe de Jesus 
Joaquin 
Lazaro Alberto 
Rogelio 
Francisco Robira 

BESTARD MANZANO 
BETANCOURT 
BETANCOURT COLLAZO 
BETANCOURT MOREJON 
BETANCOURT SANCHEZ 
BETANCOURT VILCHEZ 
BIALT RODRIGUEZ 
BLANCO GONZALEZ 
BLANCO HERNANDEZ 
BLANCO PENA 
BLANCO VARELA 
BLAZQUEZ RUIZ 
BOCALLAO LASIONDO 
BOHE RUIZ 
BOLANOS CUNEL 
BOLUMEN CABALLERO 
BONEL 

BORES GOMEZ 
BORRAS ACOSTA 
BORREGO 
BORRERO OTERO 
BOSCH MARRERO 
BOSCH ROJO 
BOTET JIMENEZ 
BOVER ESCOBAR 
BREA 
BRETO 

BRITO DE LA PAZ 
BRITO FLORIT 
BRITO RODRIGUEZ 
BRITO TORRES 
BROWN ECHAVARRIA 
BRUZON AVILA 
BULIT 
BULNES SIERRA 
BUSTAMANTE 
BUSTILLO SANCHEZ 
CABALLERO 
CABALLERO CABRERA 
CABALLERO FRONTELA 
CABALLERO GANDARA 
CABALLERO VEGA 
CABAS NUNEZ 
CABANAS PERDOMO 
CABOS BENAVENTE 
CABRA LEAL 
CABRALES BARRERO 
CABRERA 
CABRERA 

10 

13 

13 

13 

13 



C—VI -f--S9 . NAME 

Dulce Maria 
JoseCa 
Carlos 
Hario 
Josefa 
Luis E. 
Sandalio 
Braulio Perfecto 
Nerelda 
Oreste 
Radames 
Braulio 
Lazaro Angel 
Angel 
Esther 
Mercedes 
Julian 
Ania 
Haria 
Jose Ram6n 
Carraelo 
Carlos 
Juana Rosa 
Fe 
Francisco 
Iaidro 
Rolando Felix 
Carlos Alberto 
Eva Andrea 
Antonio 
Pedro Julio 
Hortensia 
Jorge 
Clara 
Asela 
Ch. 
Lydia Sofia 
Iliana 
Fidel 
Abraham 
Jorge Haiimo 
Jesus Maria 
Rafael 
Antonio Agustin 
Antonio Eugenio 
Lerida Librado 
Rafael Rolando 
Estela 
Lazara M. 

NOMS tUDUIM , NOMBRE 

CABRERA 
CABRERA 
CABRERA 
CABRERA AGUILAR 
CABRERA GARCIA 
CABRERA GONZALEZ 
CABRERA GONZALEZ 
CABRERA GONZALEZ 
CABRERA LEON 
CABRERA LOUREIRO 
CABRERA OSORIO 
CABRERA PEREIRA 
CABRERA POENTES 
CABRERA QUINONES 
CABRISSES GUTIERREZ 
CADAZO ABREU 
CAIRO LEON 
CALDERIN HERRERA 
CAL0ERON 
CALDERON ARCIA 
CALLEJA MARTINEZ 
CALLEJAS MOURELLE 
CALVO 
CALZADILLA PEREZ 
CAHANO G. 
CAMEJO 
CAMEJO LUACES 
CAMEJO SERRANO 
CAMERO MARQUEZ 
CAMPOHERMOSO _ 
CAHPS VEGERANO 
CAN 
CANASSANA 
CANAZANA MORENO 
CANDABA DE GAMAC 
CANIA 
CANTAYA MEDINA 
CANTERO ROLDAN 
CANTON MARTINEZ 
CAPISTRANO CAIZCOYA 
CARABALLO VASQUEZ 
CARBALLEDA 
CARBONELL 
CARBONELL REYES 
CARCASSES JIMENEZ 
CARDOSO ARANGO 
CARHERON CRUZ 
CARMONA VILDOSTEGUI 
CARPIO RODRIGUEZ 

^ . I ' U o V I fe g j » ALLEGATIONS* ALLEGATIONS* 3*flBJI£HJW» ALEGACIONES* 

12 

10 

10 
10 

10 

11 12 

10 

13 

11 
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.VI •%•%% NAME NOMS ***aumx .. NOMBRE 

Or lando 
R a f a e l 
Conrado 
Mercedes 
A d e l i n a 
Lu i s 
Eduardo 
Elicer Serafin 
Jose Manuel 
Angel 
Jose M. 
Luis Hanuel 
Elsa 
Antonio 
Gonzalo 
Jos6 Antonio 
Carlos Alberto 
Jesu3-
Antonio 
Ramiro Ricardo 
Nelson 
Rosa Gregoria 
Ela Maria 
Orestes Manuel 
Ramon Antonio 
Juan Rend 
Jos6 
Jacqueline 
Jos6 A. 
Esteban 
Pedro 
Eduardo 
Jesus David 
Dulce Haria 
Miguel 
Toma3 
Rufina 
Lorenza E. 
Ma. de los Angeles 
Winceslao Rara6n 
Dinorah 
Maria Regla 
Haria Marta 
Heriberto 
Edita E. 
Toraaa 
Jorge Luis 
Maria Caridad 
I g n a c i o 

CHARNICHARO HERNANDEZ 
CHARRY LOPEZ 
CHAVECO TORRES 
CHAVEZ 
CHAVEZ 
CHAVEZ CARO 
CHAVIANO 
CHAVIANO 
CHEMITA CASTINEIRAS-C. 
CHICO BAY 
CHIONG PEREZ 
CHUEY 
COIPEL NOLASCO 
COLLADO GALERA 
COLLANTES GARCIA 
CONAT LUPERON 
CONDE QUESADA 
CONTRERAS MILAN 
CORDERO HANTILLA 
CORDOVE 
CORDOVEZ GONZALEZ 
CORNELL GALERA 
COROMINA CHACON 
CORTES RODRIGUEZ 
CORTES TRAVIESO 
COTILLA COLL 
COTILLA MARQUEZ 
COTO HERNANDEZ 
COURT LUPERUN 
COWAN SANTIAGO I 
CRESPO ANAREZ 
CRESPO GOHLE 
CRESPO GOMEZ 
CRESPO LINARES 
CRESPO NAVARRO 
CRUZ 
CRUZ 
CRUZ 
CRUZ 
CRUZ 
CRUZ FERNANDEZ 
CRUZ GONZALEZ 
CRUZ MARTINEZ 
CRUZ RAMIREZ 
CRUZ RODRIGUEZ 
CRUZ SANCHEZ 
CUBELA CARDENAS 
CUELLAR CASTRO 
CUESTA VALLE 



.VI - f - J ^ NAME NOMS »AKJUUIS . KOMBRE 

Yaraile 
Ofelia Silveria 
Laudellna 
Genoveva 
German 
Aleida 
Yolanda 
Eloina 
Rosario 
Nelson 
Pablo 
Digna Idalia 
Erailiano C. 
Jorge 
Jos6 Ram6n 
Luis A. 
Jos6 
Sergio 
Jos6 A. 
Jos6 
Xomasa 
Pablo 
Ana 7. 
Hilda E. 
Gonzala Isabel 
Omar 
Lilia 
Argelia 
Juan G. 
Ram6n 
Roberto Eugenio 
Harta Rosa 
Gisela 
Pablo 
Ofelia 
Karl a 
Luis 
Eduardo 
Feliciano Timoteo 
Domingo Jorge 
Daniel 
Juvenal 
Ricardo 
Beatriz 
Vicente Paul 
Reylan 
I g n a c i o Lamel 
A l b e r t o 
Norma 

CUEVAS FERNANDEZ 
CUNEL JIHENEZ 
DANIEL MESA 
DARTICAR DIAZ 
DAUD 
DAVILA NARANJO 
DE AGUILA PUERTO 
DE ARMAS RODRIGUEZ 
DE LA CAL HERNANDEZ 
DE LA CERDA QUINTANA 
DE LA CRUZ DURAN T. 
DE LA CRUZ PENA 
DE LA FE MIRABAL 
DE LA OSA ALVAREZ 
DE LA ROSA PEREZ 
DE LA ROSA SOSA 
DE LA TORRE ROMERO 
DE LA VEGA GOMEZ 
DE LAZARO VERDASCO 
DE QUESADA 
DE VERAZ GARCIA 
DEBS PRINCE 
DEL MONTE 
DEL MONTE 
DEL PINO SOTOLONGO 
DEL POZO MARRERO 
DEL RICO NIEVES 
DEL RIO MARTINEZ 
DEL SOL DIAZ 
DEL SOL PUERTO | 
DEL VAL SOLA 
DEL VALLE ANDRADE 
DELAVILLE BRINGUIEN 
DELGADO 
DELGADO 
DELGADO BENITEZ 
DELGADO CRUZ 
DELGADO DE LA PUENTE 
DELGADO ESNANDE 
DELGADO FERNANDEZ 
DELGADO GARCIA 
DELGADO HERNANDEZ 
DELGADO HERNANDEZ 
DELGADO ONAMAS 
DELGADO RODRIGUEZ 
DELGADO TEHPRANA 
DELGADO VALDES 
DELGADO VERA 
DEPESTRE WIHIKER 

' ̂ I.LoVl & &> ALLEGATIONS* ALLEGATIONS* 3XHEJIEHHH« ALEGACIONES* 

10 
10 

10 

11 

11 

11 

12 

12 

13 
13 

10 

11 
11 
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.VI -ft$ NAME NOMS •JkMJUIHH , NOMBRE 

Rita 
Felix 
Reina 
Rosa 
Eugenio Lazaro 
Pedro 
Jose Manuel 
Marta 
Carlos 
Miguel 
Ramin 
Rodolfo 
Consuelo 
Laura 
America 
Zoila Esperanza 
Enrique 
Jesus Mateo 
Josefina 
Caridad 
Laudelina 
Gustavo 
Carlos Alberto 
Clara Ofelia 
Olga 
Maria Elena 
Hanuel 
Nelson 
Lazaro Enrique 
Miguel Angel 
Juan Ignacio 
Isidro 
Hanuel de los A. 
Pedro 
Flores 
Juan Enrique 
Rosa 
Manuel 
Nelson 
Maria America 
Maritza 
Hlguel Pablo 
Nancy Juana 
Rosa Maria 
Alina Lucia 
Pedro 
Acencio Ismael 
Juan 
Carlos B&rbaro 

FLEITAS FERNANDEZ 
FLEITAS POSADA 
FLEITES MENDEZ 
FLIS VELASCO 
FLORES ABAD 
FONS SANTOYA 
FONSECA AROCHE 
FONT JIMENEZ 
FORTUN MORALES 
FOURCOY PEREZ 
FRANQUEZ SUAREZ 
FROMETA CABALLERO 
FU 

FUENTES 
FUENTES BARROSO 
FUENTES REINOSO 
GALANO 
GALBANY PUERTAS 
GALIGARCIA CERVER 
GALVEZ DOMINGUEZ 
GALVEZ GARCIA 
GARABITO GOMEZ 
GARAY GARCIA 
GARCIA 
GARCIA 
GARCIA 
GARCIA 
GARCIA 
GARCIA 
GARCIA 

GARCIA ALONSO 
GARCIA ARRIETA 
GARCIA BARROSO 
GARCIA CAMACHO 
GARCIA CASTAREDA 
GARCIA CRUZ 
GARCIA DAY 
GARCIA DE CASTRO 
GARCIA ESPINO 
GARCIA FERRER 
GARCIA GONZALEZ 
GARCIA GONZALEZ 
GARCIA HERNANDEZ 
GARCIA LEDOUX 
GARCIA LEMES 
GARCIA HONTALVAN 
GARCIA MORALES 
GARCIA MORALES 
GARCIA OCAMPO 
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Javier Lazaro 
Josefa Haria 
Reinaldo 
Lazaro Francisco 
Esperanza 
Juan Manuel 
Eduartio 
Hariano 
Alejandro Ubaldo 
Armando 
Osvaldo 
Bertha 
Carmen 
Amalia Felicia 
Marlene 
Michel 
Juan Fco. Martin 
Miguel 
Elba Felicia 
Manuel Jose 
Georgina 
Eddy 
America 
Esther Leonor 
Luis Eduardo 
Pedro 
Gerardo 
Jorge 
Violeta 
Juan Carlos 
David 
Sonia Cecilia 
Apolonia 
Jesus Rogue 
Sonia 
Gloria 
Pablo Araado 
Alberto 
Hargarita 
Jose R. 
Concepcidn 
Luis 
Josefa Irais 
Sonia 
Eduardo Andres 
Roberto 
Miguel Angel 
Reinaldo 
Maurilio 

NOMS »AMKHHa , NOMBRE 

GONZALEZ LLORENTE 
GONZALEZ LORMAN 
GONZALEZ LOYOLA 
GONZALEZ LUGO 
GONZALEZ MARTINEZ 
GONZALEZ MILLAN 
GONZALEZ MUNIZ 
GONZALEZ OQUENDO 
GONZALEZ PALENZUELA 
GONZALEZ PAZ 
GONZALEZ PAZ 
GONZALEZ PERALTA 
GONZALEZ PEREZ 
GONZALEZ PEREZ 
GONZALEZ PEREZ 
GONZALEZ POLI 
GONZALEZ QUEVEDO 
GONZALEZ REYES 
GONZALEZ RODRIGUEZ 
GONZALEZ ROSELL 
GONZALEZ SAEZ 
GONZALEZ TRIANA 
GONZALEZ VALDES 
GONZALEZ VALDES 
GONZALEZ VAZQUEZ 
GONZALEZ VELORIO 
GONZALEZ VENDECIA 
GONZALEZ ZALENZAL 
GRACIA GONZALEZ 
GRANADOS ALONSO ! 

GRANJA KOUTENEGRO 
GRILLO PEREZ 
GUEDEZ BARAGANO 
GUERRA 
GUERRA 

GUERRA CARDONA 
GUERRA CARTAGA 
GUERRA INTERIAN 
GUERRA JOFFRE 
GUERRA JOFRE 
GUERRA RODRIGUEZ 
GUERRA ROMERO 
GUERRA ROMERO 
GUERRA SCOTT 
GUERRERO GOMEZ 
GUERRERO MIER 
GUEVARA GONZALEZ 
GUEVARA LLANA 
GUIBERT 

-I'l^Vl g r • ALLEGATIONS* ALLEGATIONS* 3WianEHKfl* . ALEGAC;iONES* 

4 
4 
4 
4 
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4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
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13 

11 12 
13 

13 
13 

11 
11 

12 

13 
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.VI -f-JSJ NAME NOMS **VTUUIH , NOMBRE 

Eduerdo 
Enrique de l a P. 
Jos 4 
Giralda Arelis 
Arme.ndo 
Rarartn Mario 
Odalis Maria 
Pura Harla 
Ana Cendelaria 
Leonel 
Onida Angelina 
Juan Beuti.sta 
Consuelo 
Jose Patricio 
Niurk-a 
Lu i s a 
Mohfned Ali A. 
Jestis 
Ene'da 
Olga 
Roberto 
Enrique 
Eduardo 
Maria Elena 
Maria Dolores 
Obel 
Julio 
Jesus 
Iraida 
Fina 
Horacio Jesus 
Dolores 
Ne s t, o r a 
Reinaldo 
Angel 
Nereida 
Felix 
Miguel Oscar 
Gilberto Pedro 
Ariel 
Miriam Serafina 
Mario Oscar 
Orlando 
Iroenia Milagros 
Felix 
Higuel 
Miguel Charles 
Julian Andr6s 
Jorge Esteban 

PEREZ MIR 
PEREZ MIR 
PERKZ MOLINA 
PEREZ MOLINA 
PERFZ HONTES DE OCA 
PEREZ HOREJON 
PEREZ PEREZ 
PEREZ PEREZ 
PEREZ PINEDA 
PEREZ PINEIRO 
PERKZ POSO 
PEREZ PROENZA 
PERFZ OUTNTANA 
PEREZ RODRIGUEZ 
PEREZ ROJAS 
PEREZ ROJAS 
PEREZ SALAS 
PEREZ SAN BLAS 
PEREZ SANTIESTE8AN 
PEREZ SUARSZ 
PEREZ VERDUGO 
PERNES DOMINGUEZ 
PESTANA RODRIGUEZ 
PHILIPPO FIGUEREDO 
PIEL RAYA 
PILOTO MONTANO 
PIMIENTA PARRA 
PIHIENTA PEREZ 
PINEDA AROCHA , 
PINEDA OBREGON 
PINILLO MANTIATO 
PINO 
PINO I.OZANO 
PINO PEDRAZA 
PINTADO GARCIA 
PINTO R.TVERO 
PINA PROTO 
PIflERA FERNANDEZ 
PLASENCIA 
PLASENCIA VALDES 
POLI RODRIGUEZ 
POLINARIO GRANADILLO 
POLO 
POMARES FORTES 
POMPA-BFJEGA 
PONCE KINDELAN 
PORCEL HENRIQUES 
PORTAL FONT 
PORTO CALZADILLA 

w-l-U.iVl &' flLLF.GATTONSH nLUEGATIONS* ZkAWlEBm* flLEGACIONES* 

10 

10 

13 

13 

o 
I 

10 
13 

12 

13 

11 



f-.-i\ -f--59 NAME 

Rosa America 
Rosa America 
Hanuel 
Carlos 
Irma 
Ricardo Emilio 
Sixto Celestino 
Maria Hagdalena 
Sime6n 
Jorge 
Hector 
Jose R. 
Vicente Jorge 
Felix 
Huraberto 
Jose Luis 
Pablo Roberto 
Olga Virginia 
Blanca 
Harfa de la C. 
Caridad Amparo 
Efrain Ramon 
Luis Bernardo 
Hector 
Guillermo 
Fernando 
Maria Antonieta 
Felix 
Barbara 
Felino 
Maria A. 
Antolin 
Maria Viviana 
Aurelya Hip61ita 
Eladlo 
Felipe l3idro 
Frael 
Nora Caridad 
Martha Milagros 
Rhinelander S. 
Lazaro Luis 
Ilda M. 
Pedro Pablo 
Milagros 
Octavlo 
Xiomara 
Xiomara 
Delfina Mercedes 
Angela 

NOMS 4M-OUIHH , IIOMBRE 

PORTUNDO GUILLAUME 
POULOUT PELLIEIER 
POZO HONTERO 
PRADO RODRIGUEZ 
PRAENZA 
PRESAS GRAU 
PRIETO AGUILA 
PRIETO AGUILA 
PRIETO GARCIA 
PRIETO LEIVA 
PRIETO ROMERO 
PROENZA BARRAZA 
POENTE COUROUNEAU 
PUGA VASQUEZ 
PUIG ACOSTA 
PUJOL 
PUPO SANCHEZ 
QUENTANA VILA 
QUEVEDO 
QOEVEDO GARABITO 
QUINTANA 
QUINTANA CESPEDES 
QUINTANA PEREZ 
QUINTANAL LOYOLA 
QUINTERO PUPO 
QUINTERO TARASIDO 
RALAFF 
RAMIREZ 
RAHIREZ ARMENTEROS 
RAMIREZ BATISTA 
RAMIREZ CUELLAR 
RAMIREZ GONZALES 
RAHOS 
RAMOS ALVAREZ 
RAMOS BATISTA 
RAMOS CARRIRO 
RAMOS GONZALEZ 
RAMOS GRANDA 
RAMOS GUTIERREZ 
RAMOS HADRIGAL 
RAMOS NIEBLA 
RAHOS PACE 
RAMOS PINTO 
RANIA 
REAL IZQUIERDO 
REDONDO BARRERA 
REINALDO TREVILLA 
REINOSO DEL PINO 
REY 

^-UUjItl ALLEGATIONS* ALLEGATIONS* 3W!BJIEHJM« ALEGACIONES* 

12 
13 

10 11 

11 

11 
13 

10 

13 

13 

13 
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.VI -f-«J NAME 

Cecilia 
Juan Carlos 
Amelia 
Celina 
Nancy Caridad 
L&zaro 
Jose Gerardo 
Yolanda I. 
Barbaro Antonio 
Isel 
Manuel 
German Jesus 
Luis 
Leonardo Leonel 
Nestor 
Marta 
Fernando 
Lidia Apolonia 
Gonzalo Calatino 
Maria de Jesus 
Alejandro 
Julio 
Sergio Lorenzo 
Else E. 
Myriam 
Ediverto 
Telesforo 
Regia Caridad 
Marta 
Vicente 
Francisco R. 
Pedro 
Nana 
Stanislawa 
Nora 
Mario 
Mayda 
Ricardo 
Elisa 
Concepcidn 
Jesus 
Luis Alberto 
Georgina 
Antonio 
Mercedes 
Ronald 
Jose Manuel 
Isaac 
Josefa 

NOMS »W<HJUia , NOMBRE 

ROMERO ACANDA 
ROMERO GUZMAN 
ROMERO RODRIGUEZ 
ROQUE FIALLO 
ROQUE PEREZ 
ROSA ARBOLAY 
ROSABAL ROSALES 
ROSELL PEREZ 
ROSSELL RAMOS 
ROUSSEAU GONZALEZ 
RUA RODRIGUEZ 
RUBI PEREZ 
RUBIENNA CASTELLANOS 
RUBIO MONTALVO 
RUIDIAZ 
RUIZ 
RUIZ 
RUIZ FLORES 
RUIZ GARCIA 
RUIZ GONZALEZ 
RUIZ MIR 
RUIZ PITALUGA 
RUIZ PRIETO 
RUIZ REYES 
RUIZ RODRIGUEZ 
SAGUNDO GONZALEZ 
SALAS DELGADO 
SALAS S. 
SALAZAR 
SALAZAR LOPEZ- I 
SALAZAR SANCHEZ 
SALGADO 
SALGADO 
SALGADO 
SALGADO GONZALEZ 
SALGADO STRACH 
SALOHE ALVAREZ 
SALVIA VIDAL 
SAHETA 
SAHKERR DE LA LINA 
SANABRIA FUNDORA 
SANCHES MORENO 
SANCHEZ 
SANCHEZ 
SANCHEZ 
SANCHEZ 
SANCHEZ ALBERTE 
SANCHEZ ALFONSO 
SANCHEZ ALVAREZ 

^-I«UJVI flLLEGftTIONS* ALLE_GATIONS* 3/Jja/lEHJm* ALEGftCIONES* 

11 

I 

10 

13 

10 

10 
13 
13 



.VI -§-'SJ NAME NOMS t A M W U U , NOMBRE 

Armando 
Ana Victoria 
Irma 
Jesus Hois6s 
Dulce Haria 
Mirta R. 
Gladys 
Cirilo 
Reinaldo 
Orlando Rigoberto 
Felix 
Roberto 
Elizardo 
Jorge Victor 
Humberto 
Isabel 
Humberto 
Juan 
Nicolaza 
Jos6 Manuel 
Reina Luisa 
Nereyda 
Raul 
Jorge Luis 
Jesus 
Alcides 
Ernesto 
Juan Carlos 
Dami&n 
Ram6n 
Miguel Guillermo 
Ram6n 
Guillermo Luis 
Angel S. 
Hilagros 
Rafael 
Juan 
Rafael 
Luis Rlcardo 
Jacqueline 
Francisco 
Jose Urbano 
Elba 
Antonio 
Esther Maria 
Emiliano 
Gulllermina 
Angel Concepcidn 
Sergio Jesus 

SANCHEZ BERHUDEZ 
SANCHEZ CASTRO 
SANCHEZ CESPEDES 
SANCHEZ ESPINOZA 
SANCHEZ GARRIDO 
SANCHEZ GONZALES 
SANCHEZ HERNANDEZ 
SANCHEZ MANES 
SANCHEZ OLIVARES 
SANCHEZ RODRIGUEZ 
SANCHEZ RODRIGUEZ 
SANCHEZ SANCHEZ 
SANCHEZ SANTA CRUZ 
SANCHEZ SOSA 
SANCHEZ SOTO 
SANCHEZ TERRASANA 
SANCHEZ TORO 
SANCHEZ VIERA 
SANCTI ESTEBAN TORRES 
SANS CAMEJO 
SANTA CRUZ-PACHECO C. 
SANTANA ESPINOSA 
SANTANA LAMEIRA 
SANTANA LOPEZ 
SANTANA RIZO 
SANTANA VAZQUEZ 
SANTANA VELIS 
SANTANA ZABALA 
SANTANAS , 

SANTANAS _ ' 
SANTIAGO ESQUIVEL 
SANTOS BAZAIN 
SANTOYO MOREJON 
SARDUY 
SARMIENTO 
SARMIENTOS PEREZ 
SAVEDRA PLANIS 
SAVIRIA HERRERO 
SEDENO FELIPE 
SEGRERA CRUZ 
SEIGIDO OTERO 
SEISDEDOS PELAEZ 
SERRA MUNIZ 
SERRANO DIAZ 
SERRANO DIAZ 
SEVERO PEREZ 
SILVA CARMONA 
SILVA LAGUNAS 
SIXTO RAMIREZ 

— UUJIII &' ALLEGATIONS* ALLEGATIONS* Siaonzmst* ALEGACIONES* 

12 

I 

I 

11 12 

10 
10 

12 



^ . V l -f-JSJ NAME HOMS *AMHJIH3 . NOMBRE 

Dullio 
Jose 
Juana 
Marta 
Juan Jacinto 
Julio C. 
Margarita 
Olimpia 
Aida 
Pedro de Jesus 
Hayda 
Lourdes Basilia 
Rigoberto Te6filo 
I»ette 
Julio 
Raquel 
Elba 
Car rae l lna Tjun&ora 
Teresa 
Erki 
Eduardo Miguel 
Luis 
Ricardo 
Heriberto 
Jose Fco. 
Isabel 
Francisco F. 
Juan Carlos 
Dora Estrella 
Roberto 
Sofia Hilaria 
Araseli 
Maria de los A. 
Ana Margarita 
Rene 
Sandra 
Rene Erailio 
Alejo Enrique 
Elsa 
Zaide 
Jesmin 
Edelberto A. 
Aida 
Mirta 
Olga Edilia 
Jose Ignacio 
Gerardo 
Rolando 
Dolores 

SLOANTUERO 
SOLARES DEL FORN 
SOLER VALDEZ 
SOLIS BARREIRO 
SOMOANO ORTIZ 
SORDO QUINTANILLA 
SORIA 

SORIA GONZALEZ 
SORIANO 
SORIANO PERA 
SORIANO VAZQUEZ 
SOSA MORFFI 
SOSA PADRON 
SOSA SANCHEZ 
SOTO ANGUREL 
SOTO DELGADO 
SOTO VARELA 
Stm>-"LOBGO 
SUAREZ 
SUAREZ BRAVO 
SUAREZ CAMEJO 
SUAREZ CRUZ 
SUAREZ DELGADO 
SUAREZ GARCIA 
SUAREZ LLANES 
SUAREZ OJITO 
TAGEE F. 
TAMAYO ALVAREZ 
TAMAYO LINARES 
TANYI JORRIN. 
TARAFA O'FARRIL 
TEARMAS PEREZ 
TEJEDOR CACERES 
TELLES 

TELLEZ GONZALEZ 
TELLEZ GONZALEZ 
TELLEZ PEREZ 
TEMES SIMON 
TEMPRANA ALONZO 
TILLAN CHEDIAK 
TILLAN CHEDIAK 
TOLEDO 
TOLEDO 

TOLEDO GONZALEZ 
TORANO NOVAL 
TORNA AGUADO 
TORNA GONZALEZ 
TORO YESTE 
TORRADO CHAVEZ 

vT.|.l,_,V1 & a * ALLEGATIONS* flLLEGftTI0NS* 3*2anEBHH« BLEGBCIONES* 

4 
4 
4 
4 

4 
4 

4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 

13 
10 

11 
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-VI *m NAME HOMS •AMUU1J1 NOMBHE 
^ l ' U j V l ;{& & * ALLEGATIONS* ALLEGATIONS* 3XSBJIEHJa» ALEGACIONES» 

Esteban 
Nieves Irene 
Antonio L. 
Hario 
Estrella 
Ernesto 
Maylen 
Pedro 0. 
Esther de la C. 
David 
Carlos 
Demetrio 
Lino A. 
Carmen 
Jos6 Rodolfo 
Juana Marlcel 
Luis Hanuel 
Pedro Pablo 
Jose Ram6n 
Aristides Cornelio 
Alberto 
Jorge Luis 
Micaela 
Gustavo 
Miguel Angel 
Sofia 
Alberto 
Mariana 
Jorge Roberto 
Carlos H. 
Ruben 
Elisa 
Carmen 
Jorge 
Alberto R. 
Abel 
Luisa 
Lazara Valentina 
Andres 
Maria Paola 
Fernando 
Arturo 
Araable Venerada 
Felix 
Carlos Alfredo 
Carlos 
Ronald Richard 
Raul 
Roberto 

VARGAS ANAYA 
VARGAS RODRIGUEZ 
VARONA 
VARONA HERNANDEZ 
VASQUES GALLARDO 
VAZQUES CAJIGAS 
VAZQUEZ 
VAZQUEZ DIAZ 
VAZQUEZ GALLARDO 
VAZQUEZ MONTES DE OCA 
VAZQUEZ PEREZ 
VAZQUEZ RODRIGUEZ 
VAZQUEZ RODRIGUEZ 
VAZQUEZ ROUCO 
VEGA DEL PRADO 
VEGA DINZA 
VEGA GARCIA 
VEGA LOUREIRO 
VEGA PEREZ 
VELASCO 
VELASQUEZ TAHAYO 
VELAZQUEZ LOPEZ 
VENDECIA 
VENTA PEREZ 
VENTURA NAPOLES 
VERA FREIRE 
VERA REYES 
VERDECIA CAMPANA 
VERDECIA DOMINGUEZ | 
VERDECIA HARIINEZ 
VIART IGLESIAS 
VICHOT GIL 
VIDAL 
VIDAL GONZALEZ ALVAREZ 
VIERA HERNANDES 
VIERA LEYVA 
VIGOA DOMINGUEZ 
VILARELLO HERNANDEZ 
VILARINO AYALA 
VILLA GARCIA 
VILLALON MOREIRA 
VILLAR RODRIGUEZ 
VILLAR RODRIGUEZ 
VILLAR SIDRON 
VINET LINARES 
VIRA LUZARDO 
VINA MENDOZA 
VISAS LOPEZ 
VIZA EGUER 

10 
10 
10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

12 

13 



f_Vt %!% NAME NOMS 4AMHJU1H . NOMBRE • 

Hector 
Rolando 
Marcelina Ester 
Pedro Maria 
Carlos Manuel 
Alfredo Wilfredo 
Anselmo 
Jesus Jose 
Adalberto Felipe 
Raquel 
Georgina 
Juan C. 
Eduardo Claro 
Alejandro 
Noeraia Amelia 
Dignora 
Joaquin 
Luis M. 

VOLTA CAZADILLA 
WANTON 
WILLIAMS BANNER 
WON HERNANDEZ 
WON MARICHAL 
WRUES SOLANO 
YALA MEDEROS 
YANEZ PELLETIER 
YANEZ SALABARRIA 
YANEZ PORTILLO 
YERN PARAPAR 
YERNES ZEVOZ 
YERO NAY 
ZAMORA DEL PINO 
ZAMORA FELICE 
ZEQUEIRA LEON 
ZERQUERA LEIVA 
ZUNIGA REY 



1_l J j - ^ 1 1.1 Table 1.1 Tableau 1.1 Ia6j»wal.l Cuadro 1.1 

• : i - J I ^ J - J ! 

Right to life 
Droit a la vie 
IIpaBO Ha SH3Hs 

Derecho a la vida 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 

Jesiis Pedro 
Carlos E. 
Ren6 Acturo 
Harfa 
Juan 
Ernesto 
Ernestine 
Maria de los / 
Mireya c. 
Mariano 
Israel 
Dalia Antonia 
Luis 
Ram6n 

ACOSTA MORALES 
ARIAS ACOSTA 
BARRERO POSO 
BETANCOURT 
ESPINOSA VALDES 
HAZA TEJERA 
HERNANDEZ GARCIA 
LEIVA ALARCON 
LIMA 
LOPEZ PONCE 
LOPEZ TOLEDO 
LOREDO MARRERO 
RODRIGUEZ 
SANTOS BAZAIN 

13 



V_l Jjĵ -i! 1.2 Table 1.2 Tableau 1.2 Cuadro 1.2 

l̂ JÛ sJI 'iô LuJI (_r3 ,3-=--" 

Right to physical integrity 
Droit a l'intSgrite' physique 
IIpaBo Ha <J)H3trqecKyio HenpHxocHOBeHHOCTL 

Derecho a la integridad fisica 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 

Geraldo j 
Enrique | 
Angel L. | 
Silvio | 
Miguel Angel | 
Lucio Lino | 
Miguel Angel | 
Rolando Rub6n | 
Rafael | 
Frank | 
Alejandro | 
Arnaldo | 
Daniel | 
Carlos | 
Daniel Adrian | 
Maria Elena | 
Felipe | 
Nancy | 
Andr6s Avelino | 
Carlos ] 
Carlos Alberto | 
Ch. | 
Jorge Maximo | 
Jestis Maria | 
Mario | 
Mario | 
Conrado | 
Jos6 M. | 
Antonio | 
Ela Maria | 

ABREU MARQUEZ 
ACOSTA RUIZ 
AGUELLES GARRIDO 
AGUILA YANES 
ALDANA RUIZ 
ALONSO BRETANA 
ALVAREZ 

ALVAREZ COMPTA 
ALZAMORA ALVAREZ 
ARANGUEZ DURAN 
ARIAS MONTSERRAT 
ARROYO MORGADO 
ASPILLAGA LOMBARD 
BASTON CHILS 
BATLLE PALMERO 
BAYO GONZALEZ 
BENITEZ 

BOLUMEN CABALLERO 
BRITO DE LA PAZ 
CABRERA 
CAMEJO SERRANO 
CANIA 

CARABALLO VASQUEZ 
CARBALLEDA 
CASTELLANO PEREZ 
CHANEZ DE ARMAS 
CHAVECO TORRES 
CHIONG PEREZ 
COLLADO GALERA 
COROMINA CHACON 

10 

10 

11 

11 

11 

13 
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131 
132 
133 
134 
135 
136 
137 

David 
Jorge Luis 
Gustavo 
Felix 
Anselmo 
Alejandro 
Luis H. 

VAZQUEZ MONIES DE OCA | 
VELAZQUEZ LOPEZ j 
VENTA PEREZ j 
VILLAR SIDRON j 
YALA MEDEROS j 
ZAMORA DEL PINO | 
ZUNIGA REY | 

1 2 j 
1 2 | 
I 2 j 
I 2 j 
1 2 | 
1 2 j 
1 2 | 

i 4 
I 4 

5 6 
7 
7 

8 1 i 1 1 I I 

8 1 1 1 1 I I 

I 

i 



r_i JJA=JI * 1.3 Table 1.5 Tableau 1.3 ya6juma 1.3 Cuadro 1.5 

< L J i i V l c V U 

£ 
Disappearances 
D i s p a r i t i o n s 
HOieSHOBeHHH 

Desaparic iones 

1 
11 
12 
13 
1* 
IS 
16 
|7 

1 

Sandalio 
Heriberto 
Ram6n 
Esperanza 
Mercedes 
Luis 
Lourdes Basilia 

CABRERA GONZALEZ 
CRUZ RAMIREZ 
DEL SOL PUERTO 
HERRERA SALAZAR 
PEREZ CALZADA 
RODRIGUEZ 
SOSA MORFFI 

1 | 

1 3 
1 3 
1 3 
1 3 
1 3 
1 3 
1 3 

4 | | 
4 1 1 

4 1 1 

1 1 8 1 1 1 1 1 1 

I 

I 



t^Jj-^1 1.4 Table 1.4 Tableau 1.4 ra&inua 1.4 Cuadro 1.4 

Right to leave the country or to return 
Droit de quitter le pays et d'y retourner 
npaBO noKHflan CTpany K BosBpamaTiCH B Bee 
Derecho a entrar y salir del pais 

Agustin 
Carlos 
Iris 
Luis 
Jos6 
Evaristo Eusebio 
Segundo 
Jesiis Pedro 
Julia Ramona 
Ernesto 
Julidn Ricardo 
Gladys 
Pablo 
Ana Luisa 
Paula Alicia 
Bertha Lidia 
Aura 
Juan Carlos 
Pedro Ren6 
Roberto Caridad 
Galdys 
Raul 
Julio Bautista 
Gisela Maria 
Consuelo 
Cristdbal Rafael 
Georgina 
Ana 
Emma 

ABALO PEREZ 
ABRAHAM 
ABREU 
ABREU 
ABREU MESA 
ACANDA GONZALEZ F. 
ACOSTA GARCIA 
ACOSTA MORALES 
ACOSTA RODRIGUEZ 
ACOSTA RUIZ RUIZ 
AGUIAR : 

AGUIAR 
AGUILA ARBOLOY 
AGUILA LICEA 
AGUILAR 
AIZPURUA SARDUY 
ALARE 
ALBA PEREZ 
ALBERNOS ECHEVARRIA 
ALBEZA AVILA 
ALBUERNE GARCIA 
ALEMAN VALDES 
ALFARO PEREZ 
ALFONSO 
ALFONSO PEREZ 
ALFONSO PIREZ 
ALMEIJEIRAS 
ALONSO AGUILA 
ALONSO AVILA 

10 

10 
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125 
126 
127 
128 

Carmen 
Luisa 
Andres 
Fernando 

VIDAL 
VIGOA DOHINGUEZ 
VILARINO AYALA 
VILLALON MOREIRA 

i 
—j 

I 



1 - V j ^ t ^ 1.6 • , Table 1.6 Tableau 1.6 $a6nmid. 1.6 Cuadro 1.6 

The right to due process 
Droit a un proces equitable 
IIpaBO Ha cnpasezuiHBoe cyAe6Hoe pa36npaTe.rcscTBO 
Derecho al debido proceso 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 

Enrique 
Ulises 
Zenaida 
Frank. 
Maria Elena 
Daniel 
Agustin Valerino 
Roberto 
Armando 
Teresa 
Jose Raul 
Migdalia 
Amador 
Jose Antonio 
Rolando FSlix 
Antonio 
Abraham 
Jorge Maximo 
Jesus Maria 
Marina Mercedes 
Juan 
Liduvina 
Eloisa 
Adelina 
Ela Maria 
Higuel 
Jorge Luis 
Genoveva 
Gonzala Isabel 
Eduardo 

ACOSTA RUIZ | 
ALCOVER SOCARRAS j 
ALESEJO C0RDER0 j 
ARANGUEZ DURAN j 
ARGUELLES j 
ASPILLAGA LOMBARD j 
AVALO PEREZ j 
BAHAMONDE | 
BALMACEDA j 
BARROSO | 
BECERRA RODRIGUEZ j 
BLANCO GONZALEZ j 
BLANCO HERNANDEZ | 
BLANCO VARELA j 
CAMEJO LUACES j 
CAMPOHERMOSO j 
CAPISTRANO CAIZCOYA j 
CARABALLO VASQUEZ j 
CARBALLEDA | 
CARRERA FERNANDEZ j 
CASANAS RIVERO j 
CASTRO GADEZ | 
CEDENO CORRIAS j 
CHAVEZ | 
COROMINA CHACON j 
CRESPO NAVARRO j 
CUBELA CARDENAS j 
DARTICAR DIAZ | 
DEL PINO SOTOLONGO | 
DELGADO DE LA PUENTE | 

1 2 | 

1 2 | 

1 2 | 

1 2 | 
1 2 j 

1 2 | 

1 2 | 

1 2 | 

1 * 
1 * 

1 * 

1 4 

1 * 

1 4 

1 * 
1 4 
1 4 

1 4 

1 6 
1 6 
1 6 
1 6 
1 6 

5 | 6 
1 6 

5 | 6 
1 6 
i 6 
1 6 
1 6 
1 6 
1 6 
1 6 
1 6 
1 6 

5 | 6 
1 6 
i 6 
1 6 
1 6 
1 6 
1 6 
1 6 
1 6 
1 6 
1 6 
i 6 
1 6 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

8 1 1 
8 1 1 

8 1 1 

8 | 9 | 
1 9 j 

8 1 1 
1 9 j 

1 11 1 

1 11 1 

1 11 1 

1 13 

1 13 

| 11 | 12 | 



-77-

cn 

CO 

r*~ 

>o t o o 

I t • * 

CM 

CO 
Ed 
e» 

«rj CD 
M M O 
U K H 
OS O . J 
< O Ed 
O d ! Z 

OS 
O O O 
Q Q O 

<! < CD C3 CO 
J J < 
U U I H 

Q o a 

i - i 

a 
a) 

a * 
at 

<D rH 
r-i -U rH 
0) C a) 

• H <D L i 
C O i J 
«J i - t W 

r-

i O O v C > 0 

i n 

• * • * • < * 

CO 0 0 
[ I ] < • 
OS • « ! 1-1 

o c 2 o • J < w 
Lt, . J X Ed 

H 

CM 
1-1 

r H 
r- t 

sO s o s o SO sO sO 

i n i n 

•* ** 

co 
Ed 
a 
CD 
H J - J ! 
OS O < ! Q 

CO Q CO M < J 
U O < ! U CO 

os as x os o 
M cj <i co a. Q . N U U 

Ed < Q M 
CO 3 Q GO SB < ! 

< o- < w < H C O C O C O Q S l Z r H O S > J Z r H 
< «S -<rj < 
M M M E3 
O Q Q Q 

e m 
<D -rH 
6 0 3 
L i _ } 

-rH 
01 > O O 
> > -rH .rH 

r H <d 10 C 
fld i-H a j O 
» • " U U 
sO 0 1 —H C 

a > w x o =s <s 

H « <n 
CO CO CO 

-**• i n so r^ 
CO CO CO CO 

M K H ID K U 

a z co w w >J Q W E d E l i C K E H 

<B 
*rH 

u 
cd 

O I J= « 
• O a) -rH 
L i <D N L I K 

cd a t O O cd - n 
g 3 r H C 01 r H 
U - O 3 t - « o S B 

H U Q Q K I i , 

0 0 sTi O r H CM CO 
CO CO • * • * • « < 

s o sO 

r - l 

cn 

p^ 

( O <C > 0 

i n 

-st • * 

CM 

O CO 
X E d 
O J 
< CO < 
X S « 
« i OS O 

so 

• « * 

o o x to 
< < < O 
M 
O 
OS 

t = «0 
Ix, o 

a) 
••- i 
i-H 
© 

O <M 
i-H O 
CD 
3 cd 
CO L i 
C cd 
O i-H 

U U 

- * i n 
•st - * 

M U M 

o u o a ! OS OS 

< «s < O CT> O 

r H 
0 ) 

CD a) 

3 G 
C m 

•-H r H 
L l 
C O 

E d -rH 

o o 
u a a T3 a) 0) 
o> 3 o 

Ed 
• J 

o 
CO 

a: 
o 
o 

L i 
O 

c 
o 
OJ 

• J 

L I 

CO 
JG 
4-1 

» 

o-> 

V 0 

•<)• 

l O 

• « • 

o < 
>-> 3 

2 •a) 

N 
CO 
J 
< 3 
N 
Z 

o 
o 

«s 
i J 
CD 

r H 
O 

»»* CA, r-> < t d > 

so i ^ co 
•a- * t • * 

cn 
i t 

O 
i n 

M 
C J 
M 

< « 
N 
b l 
J 

< N 
2 
O 
O 

a) 
• iH 
r H 
3 

l-J 

a) 
»*H 
Lt 
a) 

X 

r H 
i n 

r^ 

vO 

i n 

• * 

CO 
u 
i « 
IJ^J 
OS 

N 
El] 
• J 

< N 
SS 

a 
o 

r H 
<D 
3 

CO 
r H 

CM 
r H 

<T> 

CO CO 

r~ r^ 

l O O t O t O l O i O i O l O t O O i O t O i O 

m i n 

• * • « • « ( • • * • » •<»• • * 

r H 

Czl N O 
< 3 W OS -aj 
M N O C 0 C 0 O H H 

C O O M t S W [ a « ! C 0 « i ; > - 3 
U t i l >J H S I t l N < i S U 

a a < M O O Z U U H J Z M « S E J , J O X H 
• < t i l Z « C ! O Q i t i , O > ( 0 ! i 2 

> > o c2 ' < o U b l t J N N N N N U K 

N N rj to u a w t a iij E I I L T ] < j i i i a Q Q a a Q < i ; 4 j 
> J > J ' < l « H Z Z 2 S 2 2 « c d 
< < cri < < ^ < < < ! < ; i d c d 
N N E X i Z Z Z Z Z Z B i l l ! 

0 0 3 D < [ I J W U U [ I ) U U U 

cn 

CO 

p ^ 

SO \ 0 SO 

•* 

CM 

O 
O 

CO bi 

ta x OS U 
Ed < 
a , O i 

CO CO CO 

u u u Z S s 

SO 

H 
Cd Ci] O * OS 
X X OS 
t-H M < ! 

O O O O S X S K S X X S S O o S 

r H 
L i C0 
O r H <d 
C 0 ) <D L i 
O 3 6 0 « 
Ci> r j i c O a J r H O a ) 

• J O - U c C C to 
O OS O —1 - r « C -rH -rH 

L i T J i - H U a ) T 3 i ) « t ) 3 H 
a > L i n a i u c c t a i a X ) C i - ] < D 

J = c d > 3 3 a > a l 3 > 3 < D < D 3 X I 
b O ^ J L i t a b O C O O C Q C J - i o c c i a t 

»T-* t n C D C D - r ^ L i r H C i l O l U t O C D C n 
X U O h l U H n b M M B K H 

CM 
i n 

c o - s f m i o r - c o c r i O r H C M c o - t f i n 
i n i n i n i n i n i n i n v o ^ o ^ o v o ^ v o 

qu
e 

« H 
L i a ) 
c C 

W <D 

O at 
• o c 

a ) L i t - i 
r H ttl 4-> 
•rH O L l 
O - r » CS 

co os cn 

M ) N CO 
SO s o s o 

3 

< 

r H 
r H 

s o sO s o s o 

i n 

CM 

CO 
Ed 
X 

u 
CO > J 
O M 
B > 
H K J 
CO Ett O 
Ed M Z CO 
H H Ed M 
2 Z Q i e 

o o o » X X X X X 

at 
-rH 

c 
o 

±> 

c 
•< 

cn 
SO 

a) o rH 
a) u —< <B 

- n a) x> C 
C g of o 
O a> r H <» 

CO H E d i J 

O r H CM CO 
r-. r^ f*- r--

r^ 

s o s o s o sO 

i n 

-st • * 

CM 

< l-t 
OS 

O OS 
CO < 

o > 
a co <s OS < X 
< « H U 
U Q Ed 

CO CO CO CO 
Ed Ed Ed Ed 
OS OS OS OS 
Ed Ed Ed Ed 
O H C U E l i & « 

at 
O rH 

-O CO 
CO" r H STJ -rH 

"O Cd * J U 
r H > L l a ) 
-rH SO - r t L l 
Z O X O 

• * w i f l s 
r-» r^ r-* r^ 



-78-

r H 
r H 

O 
r H 

O ! 

CO 

r̂  

c£> t£> 

i n 

• * 

•at N 
Q Ed 
Ed » 

\£> 

i n 

O 
H 
1-1 
CQ 

< cm 
< Z C O 

1-1 CO 

cu «5 
> r-J 

Ed < 
03 C3 
Ed S 
O. Cu 

a ) 
• r-l 
U 
a! 

rH 
0 ) 

• O 
e 
cd 

CJ K 
•T-t 

Cd rH 

c -OJ 
< U, 

oo cn 
r-* r~ 

o 
o 
E d 

t> 
Cd 
3 

o -

• C> 

cd 
r H 

a 
T ) 

a 
«rt 
I j 

<s 
X 

o 
oo 

*£> 

i n 

E d 
CJ 

< a, 

co 
O 
X 

2S 

• 

r H 
r H 

r -

\0 *£> *n 

D
E
Z
 

|
 
|
 
|
 
|
 

|
 

1 
1
 1
 1
 
1
 

P
I
N
O
 

|
 
|
 
|
 
|
 

4
 |
 

SS 
< J 
S Ed 
o3 a 
E d 
b N N 

Ed Ed 
5Z !=> H 
o w o 
O i H H 
E d 0 3 0 3 
> Q O 
M O O 
0 3 OS 0 3 

crj 
i n o 

X -<rj t j 

a! 

•o 
r H 
M 

r H 

oo 

r H <D «£ 
O J 4 a ) 
O C r H 

•rH Cd -rH 
'SS 2 X 

CM CO -«* 
0 0 OO OO 

r-* 

M3 

-a) 
r H 
0 3 
H 

t>0 
E d 

3 
CD 
M 
0 3 

a 
o 
0 3 

C 

<s 
r H 
L i 
<d 

X 

i n 
0 0 

vO 

< f 

< 0 3 
E d 

> 
N 
E d 

o 
o 
M 
0 3 

a 
o 
0 3 

o 
• H 

o 
•a 
c 
t>C 

M 

c 
*o 
b 
<rj 

Q3 

-J3 
0 0 

0 0 

v£> vO 

N 
E d 
S 

oo 

v£> 

i n 

o 
O - Ctt 

t-4 N 
E d < ! 
0 3 > 
Ed 
Q . - H 

E: 
E d < J 
S H 
0 - 2 
O < 
0 3 CO 

•a 
cd 

T 3 
•*-4 

u, 
cd 

O m 
a> 

s»-o 
o - H 

c o 
Cd r H 

•Z. <S 

r * OO 
0 0 OO 

E d 
H 
O 

O 

a 
rH 
CJ 
M 
E d 
CO 

O 
O 
to 

• rH 

o 
c 
a ) 
L i 

I x , 

cn 
CO 

* £ 

i n 

M 
M 
H 
0 3 

c> 

o 
Z 

< O 
X 
o 
CO 

o 
a J 
C 

•«-i 
CJ 
<0 

l-J 

G 

<a 
3 

*-> 

O 

cn 

CO 
r H 

cn 

o 

_ J 
E d 
0 3 
S 
CO 

a 
o 

o 
H 
O 
CO 

o 
• • H 

r H 
3 

l - j 

r H 

cn 

•£> 

CO 
E d 
0 3 
0 3 
O 

H 
CO 
E d 
0 3 
0 3 

o 
H 

« u 
i - t 

> rH 
I d 

CM 

cn 

>o 

• * 

a: 
o 
H 
2 
I d 
cu 

o 
0 3 
CCS 
3 

H 

O 
•r-l 
r H 
<D 
C 

u 
O 

n 
cn 

r̂  

vO 

Ed 
a 
« M 
0 3 
Q 
O 
0 3 

CO 
Ed 
a 
J 
•a) 
i3 

n 
O 

r H 
l j 
a ) 

o 

•* cn 

vO 

<! 
M 
E ) 
0 3 

< CT 

Ed 

H 
Z 
E d 
M 
J 

<3 
> 

O 

C 
CO 

r H 
U 

O 

c 
* t - l 
£ 
03 

s 
<1> 

CQ 

i n 

cn 

\o 

i n 

D
E
 
O
C
A
 
|
 
I
 

2
 
|
 
|
 

4
 |
 

CO 
E d 
H 
Z 
o 
X 

N 
Ed 
O 

p^ 

vO 

UE
Z 

1
 
1
 
1
 
1
 

1
 

o 
M 
0 3 
a 
r> 
Q3 

N 
C d 

a 

r~ 

vO 
UE

Z 
1
 
1
 
1
 
1
 

1
 

o 
M 
0 3 

a 
o 
Q3 

N 
E d 

» 

r-~ 

>o 

i n 

O 
Q 

ol 
cu 

CM 
rH 

O 
r H 

CO 

t O «D U ) 

I 
1
 
1
 
1
 

1
 

AL
VA

RE
Z 
I
 
1
 
I
 
1
 

1
 

EZ
 

1
 
1
 
1
 
1
 

1
 

1 
1
 
1
 
1
 

I
 

N O 
Ed CJ) 
• J M 
O 0 3 
N Q 

z o 
J < O C 3 
Ed 
Q 

o-o -o - - * ! 
N 

< t> 

•rt 
•T-4 

> CO 
Q 

l O 

o-> 

N 

<! fc» 

o 
• H 
Li 
4 J 
CO 
P. 
CI) 

Q 

r* 
cn 

N 

< 
CO 
Ed 

> > 

• 

«s 

o 
c 

* t H 

_ 3 

CO 

cn 

O 
<M 
r H 
O 

T ) 
O 

0 3 

•CD 
CO. 

o 
1-3 

cn 
cn 

rH O 
O Q3 
Ed J < 
O < J 
Z Q J 
Ed M rH 
t> t> > 

cd 
r H O 
CO CD U 

a no 3 
O Li J-l 

• H O t j 
X >-> <! 

O rH CM 
O O O 
rH rH rH 



Y_VjjJ*JI & 1.7 Table 1-7 Tableau J . . 7 Ta6/itnia 1.7 Cuadro 1.7 

££fc 
, ' V l ^ j ^ J l 

Right to security 
Droit a la sScurite 
npaao Ha 6e3orracHocri 
Derecho a la seguridad 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 

Pablo 
Miguel Angel 
Rolando Ruben 
Mayda Salom6 
Norberto 
Eloy Jesus 
Leonel 
Frank. 
Alejandro 
Roberto 
Ren6 Arturo 
Teresa Lucila 
Ram6n 
Fidel 
Luis Anselmo 
Jose' Manuel 
Carlos H. 
Manuel 
Guillermina 
Felipe de Jesus 
Luis E. 
Lazaro Angel 
Ania 
Maria 
Carlos Alberto 
Antonio 
Pedro Julio 
Jorge 
Jorge Maximo 
Lazara M. 

AGUILA ARBOLOY 
ALDANA RUIZ 
ALVAREZ COMPTA 
ALVAREZ ROLLON 
AMOR MOREJON 
ANAYA MADRIGAL 
ARAGONES GARCIA 
ARANGUEZ DURAN 
ARIAS MONTSERRAT 
BAHAMONDE 
BARREDO POZO 
BARROSO LOPEZ 
BENITEZ B. 
BERMUDEZ SOLIS i 
BESTARD MANZANO 
BETANCOURT SANCHEZ 
BORRAS ACOSTA 
BREA 
CABALLERO CABRERA 
CABOS BENAVENTE 
CABRERA GONZALEZ 
CABRERA PUENTES 
CALDERIN HERRERA 
CALDERON 
CAMEJO SERRANO 
CAMPOHERMOSO 
CAMPS VEGERANO 
CANASSANA 
CARABALLO VASQUEZ 
CARPIO RODRIGUEZ 

11 
11 

11 

10 

10 
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l-Uj-A^JI 1.9 Table 1.9 Tableau 1.9 Ta6.nmia 1.9 Cuadro 1.9 

Economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s 
Dro i t s 6conomiques, sociaux e t c u l t u r e l s 
SKOHOHHiaCKKe, coitnajiiBiie H tcyTiiTypHne rrpasa 
Derechos econ6micos, s o c i a l e s y c u l t u r a l e s 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 

Manuel 
Alberto 
Julio Bautista 
Gisela Maria 
Nieves 
Ernesto 
Jos6 Luis 
Pedro 
Mayra 
Pedro Juan 
Mario 
Ileana 
Eloy Jesus 
Jorge 
Alejandro 
Milagros 
Lidia 
Roberto 
Juan de Dios 
Armando 
Iliana 
Maria 
Osmar 
Julio 
Rogelio 
Dulce Maria 
Braulio 
Jesus Maria 
Lizara M. 
Emilio 

ACOSTA GARCIA | 
AJl/RIA MEDSRO j 
ALFARO PEREZ j 
ALFONSO | 
ALMAGUER j 
ALONSO MARTINEZ | 
ALVARADO DELGADO | 
ALVAREZ | 
ALVAREZ | 
ALVAREZ MARTINEZ | 
ALVAREZ HIRANDA | 
AMADOR RAMIREZ | 
ANAYA MADRIGAL 1 j 
ANSORENA MENENDEZ | 
ARIAS MONTSERRAT j 
AULET ROSABAL | 
AVILA | 
BAHAMONDE j 
BAHAMONDE TRASANCOS | 
BALMACEDA j 
BAMBAS CAMPOS | 
BETANCOURT | 
B0RRER0 OTERO | 
CABALLERO VEGA j 
CABRERA j 
CABRERA | 
CABRERA PEREIRA j 
CARBALLEDA | 
CARPIO RODRIGUEZ j 
CARRACEDO | 

1 2 | 
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l)_Vjj.A*JI 1.11 Table l.il Tableau 1.11 Ta6.nmia 1.11 Cuadro 1.11 

,*-. _.Vl 3 J- .CJI O *->. 

&&tMsfo#%fiM%& 
Freedom of expresion and information 
Liber ty d ' express ion e t d ' informat ion 
CBo6ofla Biipaseiom CBoero MHemsfl H HH<$>opMamm 
Liber tad de expresi6n e informaci6n 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 

Ulises 
Miguel Angel 
Armando Jorge 
Rolando Rub6n 
Armando 
Manuel 
Reinaldo 
Tomas 
Daniel 
Adelfo 
Roberto 
Luis 
Francisco 
Antonio Eugenio 
Juan 
Rafael 
Eduardo 
Dinorah 
Nelson 
Digna Idalia 
Luis A. 
Alberto 
Norma 
Virgildo 
Esther Ma. 
Antonio 
Rita 
Felix 
Juan Enrique 
Arturo 

ALCOVER SOCARRAS | 
ALDANA RUIZ | 
ALVAREZ j 
ALVAREZ COMPTA | 
ARAYA GARCIA j 
ARIAS MONTANO j 
ARREDONDO | 
ASPILLAGA LOMBARD j 
ASPILLAGA LOMBARD j 
BAEZ VELASCO j 
BAHAMONDE j 
BEIRO ALVAREZ j 
CAMAfiO G. , j 
CARCASSES JIMENEZ | 
CASANAS RIVERO j 
CHARRY LOPEZ j 
CRESPO GOHLE | 
CRUZ FERNANDEZ j 
DE LA CERDA QUINTANA j 
DE LA CRUZ PENA | 
DE LA ROSA SOSA j 
DELGADO VERA j 
DEPESTRE WIHIKER j 
DIAZ MARTINEZ | 
DINZA MONTES DE OCA j 
ESTRADA RODRIGUEZ j 
FLEITAS FERNANDEZ | 
FLEITAS POSADA j 
GARCIA CRUZ j 
GARCIA REBALLAR j 

1 2 | 

1 2 1 

1 2 | 

1 2 | 

1 * 

1 * 

1 * 
1 * 

1 4 

1 * 

1 4 

1 * 
j 4 

1 * 
1 * 
1 * 
1 4 

1 4 

5 

5 
5 

5 

5 

5 

6 

6 

6 

6 

6 
6 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 
7 
7 

7 

8 1 

8 1 
8 1 

8 1 

8 1 

8 1 

8 1 
8 1 

8 | 
8 1 
8 1 
8 1 

8 1 

1 

9 1 

1 10 

1 10 

1 10 

1 10 

9 1 

11 
11 
11 
11 
11 
11 
11 
11 
11 
11 
11 
11 
11 
11 
11 
11 
11 
11 
11 
11 
11 
11 
11 
11 
11 
11 
11 
11 
11 
11 

12 | 
12 | 

12 | 

12 I 

12 I 
12 | 

1 13 

12 I 
12 I 
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K-\ Jj-H-Jt fc 1.12 Table 1.12 Tableau 1.12 laCflKWa U 

Freedom of asociation 
Libert^ d'association 
CBo6oaa accoLpaamiH 
Libertad de asociaci6n 

I-l 

12 
|3 
1* 
|5 
|6 
|7 
|8 
|9 
j 10 
|H 
|12 
|13 
|14 
|15 
116 
117 
118 
|19 
| 20 
j 21 
j 22 
123 
124 
125 
j 26 
|27 
j 28 
[29 
130 • 

Armando 
Manuel 
Radames 
Francisco 
Alfredo 
Juan 
Lazaro E. 
Nelson 
Digna Idalia 
Rita 
Felix 
Katiussha 
Eddy 
Margarita 
Andres 
Julio Alejandro 
Juana Amparo 
Olga Lidia 
Yamilet 
Gerardo 
Benito Emilio 
Gerardo 
Secundino 
Rogelio Fabio 
Armando 
Carlos A. 
Rigoberto 
Margarita 
Rolando 
Jorge Rogelio 

ARAYA GARCIA | | 
ARIAS HONTANO { { 
CABRERA OSORIO | | 
CAMARO G. I I 
CARRERAS BLEN | | 
CASARAS RIVERO | j 
CASTRO | | 
DE LA CERDA QUINTANA I I 
DE LA CRUZ PENA j j 
FLEITAS FERNANDEZ | | 
FLEITAS POSADA | | 
GARCIA OSES | | 
GONZALEZ TRIANA | | 
GUERRA JOFFRE | | 
HERNANDEZ 1 | | 
HERNANDEZ DIAZ | | 
HERNANDEZ HERNANDEZ | | 
HERNANDEZ HERNANDEZ | | 
HERNANDEZ HERNANDEZ | | 
HERNANDEZ HERNANDEZ | j 
HERNANDEZ PADILLA | j 
HERNANDEZ TORRES j j 
HERNANDEZ Y CASTRO j | 
HURTADO RODRIGUEZ | | 
LARA MESA | | 
LAURENCIO DE LA CRUZ | | 
MARTINEZ j j 
MENDOZA NUNEZ j | 
MERINO PERDOMO j j 
HILIAN SANCHEZ j | 

I 1 * 1 5 
I I 1 5 
1 1 4 j 

1 1 * 1 

1 1 * 1 

1 1 * 1 

1 1 * 1 

1 1 * 1 
1 1 * 1 
1 1 * 1 

1 1 * 1 

1 1 * 1 
2 j j 4 | 5 

1 1 * 1 

1 1 * 1 5 

6 | 1 

| 7 1 8 

6 | 1 

1 1 8 

1 1 8 
1 1 8 

1 1 8 

6 | 7 1 8 

1 1 8 
1 ^ 1 
1 7 I 

| 7 1 8 
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78 
79 
80 
81 
82 
83 
84 
85 
86 

Guillermo Dopico 
Islay 
Llssett 
Francisco R. 
Ronald 
Jos6 Manuel 
Julio 
Regino 
Juana Maricel 

RODRIGUEZ | | 1 
RODRIGUEZ MONTERO | | | 
RODRIGUEZ SANCHEZ j | j 
SALAZAR SANCHEZ j | [ 
SANCHEZ | | | 
SANCHEZ ALBERTE j j j 
SOTO ANGUREL j j | 
TRUJILLO RODRIGUEZ j | | 
VEGA DINZA j j | 

1 1 1 M 
1*1 1 1 1 8 

9 1 1 

1 1 13 
j j 13 
1 1 13 
1 1 13 
1 1 13 
1 1 13 
1 1 13 
1 1 13 
j | 1 3 

I 
r-1 

o 
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£>*•> 

Table 2 

Total allegations by categories 

Tableau 2 

Total des allegations par categories 

Ta6jrpnia 2 

Q6meg TTKC.no 3aftmieHHH no KaTeroptrreq 

Cuadro 2 

Total de denuncias recibidas por categoria 

Right to life 
Droit a la vie 
IIpaBO Ha XH3Hi 
Derecho a la vida 14 

d_,JU ̂ Jl i,iLJl ̂ i J^Jl 

Right to physical integrity 
Droit a l'int£grit£ physique 
IIpaBO Ha $H3srqecKyw HenpraocHOBeHKOCTi 
Derecho a la integridad fisica 137 

<=L ii")M c V U 

3*c ^ 
Disappearances 
Disparitions 
HC?e3K0BeHHK 
D e s a p a r i c i o n e s 

http://TTKC.no
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•J
* 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

4_JI 'ij^ajl jl jJLJ! dj-)loi_o ^3 (Jp-Jl 

Right to leave the country or to return 
Droit de quitter le pays et d'y retourner 
IIpaBO noKHaaii cxpany H BOSBpamancH B Hee 
Derecho a entrar y salir del pais 

A -.s, tv p . ' \ 11 ftl <\ .£. ,(V,.J1 ,̂  i." ,N t q", c a 1 

Ilegal or arbitrary arrests 
Arrestations illegales ou arbitraires 
He3aKOHHtie KJIH iipoH3Bo.ni.HLie apecTH 
Detenciones ilegales o arbitrarias 

The right to due process 
Droit a un proces equitable 
IIpaBO Ha cirpaBe/uiHBoe cy«e6Hoe pa36npaxejii.CTBo 
Derecho al debido proceso 

Right to security 
Droit a la s6curit<§ 
npaBo Ha 6e3onacHOCT£ 
Derecho a la seguridad 

Right to work 
Droit au travail 
IIpaBO Ha TpyA 

Derecho al trabajo y su disfrute 

1 183 

128 

102 

199 

264 

http://iipoH3Bo.ni.HLie
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*i LKiJ I o i - »s. l_<ĉ >V 1 ^ L , J L^cj'V I 

Economic, social and cu l tu ra l r igh t s 
Droits economiques, sociaux e t cu l tu re l s 
3KOHOMinecKne, coirnajiiK&ie vs. KyjiiiypHwe npaBa 
Derechos econ6micos, socia les y cul turales 146 

u- —jJl -*y* 

Religious freedom 
Libertes de religion 
CBO6OAS pejinrrai 
Libertad religiosa 81 

oM. si\ 3 jr d_» j^s-

Freedom of expresion and information 
Liberte d'expregsion et d'information 
CBo6oaa BHpaxe'HtfH CBoero MHennn H • nH$opM^.*wtH 
Libertad de expresion e informaci6n 67 

c^L c^JI 

Freedom of asociation 
Liberte d'association 
CBo6ofla accorcHaunn 
Libertad de asociacion 45 

& it 
Others 
Autres 
I l po i ee 
Otros 86 



Annex VIII 

LETTER DATED 23 SEPTEMBER 1988 FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE GROUP 
ADDRESSED TO THE MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR, GENERAL JOSE ABRANTES, 

TRANSMITTING A LIST OF INDIVIDUAL PETITIONS 

Sir, 

I have the honour to refer to our meeting yesterday, a meetinq which we 

feel was both fruitful and constructive. I should particularly like to thank 

you for the wans wicvOTre you kindly extended to my colleagues and myself. As 

we had occasion to mention to you, the Group has received petitions whose 

content would seem to fall within your jurisdiction. 

The Group was particularly attentive to your expressed intention, to the' 

fullest extent possible, to find favourable solutions to the humanitarian 

problems which have been submitted to us. 

In this connection, as I had the honour of informing you in the course of 

our conversation, the Group would like to transmit these petitions to you 

right away but unfortunately, In view of their considerable number, it does 

not have sufficient time to communicate all the petitions to you before"'its 

departure for Cuba. However, t would like to take this opportunity to 

transmit to you a few cases which are summarized in the appended documents. 

Accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration. 



Annex IX 

LETTER DATED 14 NOVEMBER 1988 FROM THE MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR 
ADDRESSED TO THE CHAIRMAN OF THE GROUP IN REPLY TO THE 
COMMUNICATION OF 23 SEPTEMBER 1988, CONTAINING A LIST OF THE 
121 PERSONS HELD IN CUBAN PRISONS FOR OFFENCES AGAINST THE 

SECURITY OF THE STATE 

Sir, 

I have pleasure in refercinq to your note G/SO 214 (60) dated 

23 September 1988 in connection with the summary of 49 cases which the Group 

which visited our country, presided over by yourself, sent to us since it 

considered that they were susceptible of a solution on a humanitarian basis. 

I annex to this note the situation in each of these cases and, as you 

will see, in 41 of them there has been a favourable result in conformity with 

our travel requlations. Of them, there is a qrouc of 18 persons who, although 

they have all Cuban travel papers in order and there are no problems on our 

part, have not received the corresponding visa from the receivinq country. 

Among the cases of interest to the Group there are only eiqht persons who 

cannot emigrate for the moment. These are not permanently forbidden to travel 

abroad but the requlations in force establish that they must wait a reasonable 

time because they are included in the Military Service Act, are medical 

practitioners or for other well-founded reasons which we explained "to"you and 

to the other Ambassadors who accompanied you on 22 September last, on the 

occasion when we had the honour to receive your visit to our Ministry. 

As you will remember, at the forty-fourth session of the Commission on 

Human Riqhts, the Cuban deleq&tion submitted to you a list of 458 prisoners 

condemned for offences against the security of the State who were then still 

in prison. We should like to take this opportunity to attach to this note 

also the list of the 121 prisoners in this category, of this 458, who are still 
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in prison. This is evidence of the humanitarian process that, since 1963, has 

been developed by the Cuban Revolution and which has made it possible to 

release the vast majority of prisoners held for these offences, lonq before 

they had served the whole of their sentences. 

I repeat, Sir, the assurance of my hiqhest consideration and express my 

best wishes for your health and for further success in your future work. 

Fraternally yours, 

Jose Abrantes Fernandez 
General of Division 
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Annex I 

Cases of interest to the Group of the Commission on Human Riqhts which visited 
Cuba to whose emigration the Cuban authorities have no objection 

Luciana Rodriguez Godefoi. She was qiven Cuban emigration papers on 

13 June 1988. There is no record of her having obtained a visa. 

Estela Carmona Vildostegui. There is no record of her having begun 

proceedings to emigrate. 

Maria Antonieta Roloff Lopez. Since 1986, she has made no approach to the 

travel authorities. 

Roberto Touron Torres. There is nothinq to prevent him from emiqratinq. He 

was qiven Cuban travel papers on 29 October 1988. 

Yolanda I. Rosell Perez and Ela Yolanda Perez Medina. They were qiven Cuban 

emigration papers on 20 February 1986. There is no record of their havinq 

obtained visas. 

Miguel Pourcell Enr£que2. There is nothinq to prevent him from emigrating. 

He was given Cuban travel papers on 31 October 1988. 

Ramona Zenaida Eneyda Perez Mendez and Franco Rivera Perez. There is nothing 

to or event them from emigrating. The Cuban authorities have no record of them 

having obtained visas. 

Abel Diaz Blanco. There is no record of him having begun proceedings to 

emigrate. 

Maria Emma Perez Garcia. She was given Cuban documentation on 12 May 1986. 

There is no record of her havinq obtained a visa. 

Gliceria Morales Tarafa and Jorge Chao Morales. There is nothing to Prevent 

them from emigrating. 

Omar Aguiero Garcia. There is no record of him havinq begun proceedings to 

emigrate. 

Guillermo Quintero Pupo. There is no record of him having begun proceedings 

to emigrate. 

Jesus Esteban Garcia Ortiz. Since 1986, he has made no approach to the travel 

authorities. He has travel papers. There is no record of his havinq obtained 

a visa. 

Juana Soler Valdes. There is no objection to her travelling abroad and 

subsequently returning, but she does not appear to have begun proceedings to 

travel. 
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Maria D. Rodriguez Marquetti. There is no objection to her travellinq abroad 

and subsequently returninq, but she does not appear to have begun proceedings 

to travel since 1980. 

Irma Sanchez Cespedes. There is no objection to her travellinq abroad and 

subsequently returning, but she does not appear to have bequn proceedinqs to 

travel. 

Ramon M. Perez Morejon. He le f t for the United S ta tes on 7 November 19 88. 

Bas i l i a Oliva Garcia . There i s no object ion to her t r a v e l l i n q abroad and 

subsequently r e t u r n i n g , but she does not appear to have bequn any proceedinqs. 

Dinorah Cruz Fernandez. She was qiven Cuban t r ave l papers on 31 Auqust 1988. 

There i s no record of her having obtained a v i s a . 

Osmara Barrero Otero. There is no record of her having bequn proceedinqs to 

emigrate . 

Felix Ramirez Burunat. There is no record of his havinq bequn proceedinqs to 

emigrate. 

Maria Antonia Perez de Rojas and Marlene Rodriguez T. They were qiven Cuban 

emigration papers on 22 July 1988. 

Joaquin Leal Miranda and Joaquin Leal Sanchez. There is nothinq to prevent 

them emiqratinq, although Leal Sanchez has not begun proceedings to travel 

since the early 1980s. 

Rogelio Fabio Hurtado Rodriguez. He was given Cuban emiqration papers on 

16 June 1986. There is no record of his having obtained a visa. 

Roberto Jesus Pagan Diaz. He was given Cuban emiqration papers on 

21 January 1987. There is no record of his havinq obtained a visa. 

Leonardo Leonel Rubio Montalvo. He was given documentation on 

18 January 1986. There is no record of his having obtained a visa. 

Jesus Maria Carballeda. He was given emiqration papers on 17 June 1987. 

There is no record of his having obtained a visa. 

Vicente Pablo Ferrer Diaz. There is no record of him having begun proceedings 

to immigrate. 

Julia Ramona Acosta Rodriguez. There is no record of her having begun 

proceedings to emigrate. 

Ana Rosa Diaz Rodriguez. There is no record of her having begun proceedinqs 

to emigrate. 

Maria Magdalena Perez Carratala. She was given Cuban emigration papers on 

21 May 1986. There is no record of her having obtained a visa. 
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Rosa Hernandez Lantiqua. She was qiven Cuban emiqration papers on 

30 January 1986. There is no record of her havinq obtained a visa. 

Eduardo Gonzalez Mufiiz. He was qiven Cuban emiqration papers on 

30 June 1988. There is no record of his havinq obtained a visa. 

Lerida Librada Cardoso Aranqo. There is no objection to her travellinq abroad 

and subseqently returninq to the country. 

Pedro Andres Behety Gonzalez. There is nothinq to prevent him from 

emiqratinq. He was qiven Cuban travel papers on 29 October 1988. There is no 

record of his havinq obtained a visa. 

Aleida Mujieres Lopez. There is no record of her havinq bequn proceedinqs to 

emiqrate. 

Borja Castellanos Veqa, Luis Martinez Castellanos and Elba Martinez 

Castellanos. There is nothinq to prevent them emiqratinq. They have Cuban 

travel papers. There is no record of them havinq obtained visas. 

Isaias Perez Gonzalez, Susana Olivera Valdes and Marisol Perez Olivera. They 

were given Cuban emiqration papers on 10 June 1988. There is no record of 

them havinq obtained visas. 

Blanca Nieves Hernandez Morgado. She was qiven Cuban emigration papers on 

1 June 1988. There is no record of her havinq obtained a visa. 
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Cases of persons who have already emigrated 

Natividad Gonzalez Freyre. She emigrated on 19 October 1988 together with 

Cesar Eugenio Leante Gonzalez, Laura Leante Gonzalez, Luis Cedefio Felipe and 

Alejandro Cedefio Leante. 
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Other cases 

Ayza Niellas Morales. There is no record of any application concerninq the 

return of her son, and the travel authorities thus know nothinq about him. On 

the other hand, at Ayza's own request, she was qiven Cuban travel documents on 

20 June 1987. There is no record of her havinq obtained a visa. 
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Cases in which it has proved necessary to postpone the date of authorization 
to travel abroad because the persons concerned are doing their military 
service, are professional medical practitioners who cannot for the moment be 
released from their duties or their emigration has to be temporarily postponed 
for other reasons. 

Enrique Perez Mir. - Eduardo Perez Mir and Norma Minayo Abeledo 

Sebastian Arcos Casabona 

Juana Hilda Garcia Rodriguez; Ana del Monte Garcia and Eneida del-Monte 

Garcia. 

Pablo Debs Prince; Mayra Fernandez Chavez 

Margarita Garcia Rodriguez 

Daniel Azpillaga Lombart; Luisa Isabel Perez Padron and Norlan Perez Perez. 

Tomas Azpillaga Lombart 

Jesus Yanes Pelletier 
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Annex II 

NOTE: 

Prisoners convicted of offences aqainst the security of the State, 
from the list of 458 submitted by the Cuban delegation at Geneva 

on 10 March 1988. Total: 121 

The first number corresponds to the numerical order, while the 
second number corresponds to the positions on the list of 458. 

Numbers Names and surnames Province in 
which held 

Case and year 
of settlement 

1-128 Rolando Martinez Valdes 

2- 4 Roqelio Abreu Azcuy 

3- 5 Silvio Aquila Yanes 

4- 7 Lucio Lino Bretafia 

5- 8 Juan Rafael Alonso Leyva 

6-240 Rafael Alzamora Alvarez 

7-241 Angel Luis Arquelles Garrido 

8-242 Roqelio Ernesto Arreqoitia Rubio 

9-230 Mercedes Benita Balanza Exposito 

10- 18 Gerardo Banguela Gomez 

11- 21 Juan Arquimedes Blanco Broton 

12- 27 Roberto Calveiro Leon 

13- 30 Carlos Luis Cardo Hernandez 

14- 31 Daniel Cardo Hernandez 

15- 32 Jorge Luis Cardo Hernandez 

16-423 Mariano Castaneda Oliva. 

17- 35 Oscar Ramon de Cespedes Chavez 

18- 36 Fidel Cristobal Claro Aguiar 

19-248 Mario Chanes de Armas 

20-425 Conrado Chaveco Torres 

21-317 Pascual Ovidio Delqado Fernandez 

22-318 Romulo Juan Delqado Fernandez 

23- 48 Eduardo Delqado de la Puente 

24- 50 Manuel Diaz Cabrera 

25-252 Ernesto Diaz Rodriquez 

26- 54 Ezequiel Diaz Rodriquez 

Havana 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

of 
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of 

of 

of 

of 

of 

of 

of 

of 

of 

of 

of 

of 

of 

of 

of 

of 

of 

of 

of 

of 

of 

of 

of 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

46/83 

1/84 

16/81 

20/85 

89/79 and 
584/81 

337/65 

97/65 

117/77 

2 0/81 

3 6/84 

19/85 

16/81,.; 

26/81 and 
233/82 

26/81 

26/81 

52/83 

16/87(dossier) 

15/87 

256/61 and 
556/61 

47/83 

20/81 and 
1687/82 

20/81 

41/80 

38/80 

31/67 

67/82 
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Annex I I ( con t inued) 

Numbers Names and surnames Province in 
which held 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

of 

of 

of 

of 

of 

of 

of 

of 

of 

of 

of 

of 

of 

of 

of 

of 

of 

of 

of 
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of 

of 
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Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Case and year 
of settlement 

67/82 

6 7/82 

20/80 

10/82 

41/81 

3 7/8 2 

38/80 

67/82 

67/82 

67/82 

52/87(dossier) 

52/87(dossier) 

67/82 

471/63 

30/87(dossier) 

45/82 

30/87 (dossier) 

310/67 

47/83 

136/87(dossier) 

479/65 

99/79 

90/61 

5/82 and 
1349/81 

26/87(dossier) 

6/81 and 
27/82 

67/82 and 
4926/81 

460/64 

46/80 

27- 55 

2 8 - 56 

29- 59 

30-366 

3 1 - 62 

3 2 - 67 

3 3 - 68 

3 4 - 70 

3 5 - 76 

36- 71 

37-231 

38- 77 

3 9- 7 2 

40-262 

41-232 

42- 82 

43-233 

44-267 

45-428 

46-89 

47-268 

48- 91 

49-269 

50- 92 

51- 93 

52- 2 

53- 95 

54-379 

55- 97 

Ramon Diaz Rodriguez 

Jose Luis Diaz Romero 

Pedro Jorge Dorta Rodriquez 

Juan Alberto Fernandez Cabrera 

Jacinto Armando Fernandez Gonzalez 

Rodolfo Frometa Caballero 

Aleido Fuentes Roque 

Carlos Garcia Diaz 

Ernesto Garcia Diaz 

Felix Garcia Diaz 

Gladys Juana Oliva Garcia Hernandez 

Nestor Norberto Garcia Hernandez 

Benito Garcia Olivera 

Luciano Enrique Garcia Palomino 

Margarita Gomez Aldama 

Orestes Rafael Juan Baltista 
Gonzalez Fernandez 

Rosalina Gonzalez Laffitta 

Vicente Paul Gonzalez Migollo 

Mario Gonzalez Ramirez 

Barbaro Grass Vazquez 

Alberto Grau Sierra 

Eduardo Guerra Jimenez 

Alejandro Guerra Monteagudo 

Barbaro Guerrero Odelin 

Alfredo Jorge Guerrero Schweyer 

Enrique Hernandez Diaz 

David Hernandez Hernandez 

Rene Hernandez Pefia 

Samuel Hernandez Reyes 



- 11 -

Annex II (continued) 

Numbers Names and surnames Province in 
which held 

Case and year 
of settlement 

56- 3 Esteban Izquierdo Carmona 

57-101 Gerardo Alfredo Jimenez Ramos 

58-102 Juan David Jimenez Ramos 

59-115 Israel Lopez Toledo 

60-118 Felipe Mantecon Morell 

61-122 Jorqe de la Concepcion Marrero 
Martinez 

62-124 Anqel Donato Martinez Garcia 

63-125 Gustavo Martinez Jimenez 

64-458 Juan Martinez Perdomo 

65-130 Aqustin Mederos Espinosa 

66-132 Sandbr Mendoza Mendoza 

67-135 Orlando Miret Castillo 

68-139 Gilberto Mario Moreno Balanza 

69-140 Lazaro Omar Moreno Balanza 

70-235 Maria Elena Moreno Balanza 

71-386 Isidro Moscoso Garcia 

72-280 Jose Alfredo Mustelier Nuevo 

73-282 Eleno Oviedo Alvarez 

74-148 Juan Francisco Padron Torres 

75-149 Abel Palomino Rodriquez 

76-150 Orestes PerSa Charchabal 

77-155 Orestes Marcelo Perez Gil 

78-237 Silvia Leonor Perez Martin 

79-156 Jorqe Lazaro Perez Pardini 

80-162 Jose Carlos Powery Ebanks 

81-166 Luis Bernardo Quintana Perez 

82-167 Guillermo Gerardo Quintero Valdes 

83-171 Donato Ramos Martinez 

84-174 Jose Alberto Ricardo Serrano 

85-176 Roberto Evelio del Risco Perez 

86-293 Guillermo Rivas Portas 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 
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Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

29/79 

4 6/8 0 

46/80 

26/81 

58/83 

17/85 

67/82 

45/80 

21/87 

136/87(dossier) 

8 4/8 3 

67/82 

20/81 

20/81 

20/81 

3 0/78 

566/69 

321/63 

2/84 

5/84 

4 7/8 4 

1/87(dossier) 

136/87(dossier) 

30/80 

8 6/8 0 

215/87(dossier) 

66/83 

30/87(dossier) 

22/84 

8/86 

3 4/6 8 
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Annex II (continued) 

Numbers Names and surnames Province in 
which held 

Case and year 
of settlement 

87-178 Cecilio Rodriguez Campos 

88-434 Amado Jesus Rodriquez Fernandez 

89-298 Luis de la Caridad Rodriquez 
Rodriquez 

90-182 Raudel Antonio Rodriquez 
Rodriquez 

91-187 Fernando Enrique Ruiz Cabrera 

92-192 Aqustin Sanchez Martinez 

93-193 Noel Santana Gonzalez 

94-435 Conrado Speck Gonzalez 

9 5-436 Lino Speck Gonzalez 

96-402 Orestes Sordo Pardo 

9 7-204 Arturo Suarez Ramos 

98-205 Simeon Orlando Suarez Tornes 

99-207 Timoteo Feliciano Toledo Lugo 

100-209 Orlando Toledo Valladares 

101-437 Bislan Torres Llaurdan 

102-216 Mario Rafael Urdanivia Dieguez 

103-217 Ricardo Faustino Urdanivia 
Quintana 

104-312 Augusto Lazaro Valdes Sorhequi 

105-221 Jesus de la Caridad Varela 
Hernandez 

106-225 Jose Luis Verdecia Almanza 

107-226 Felix Villar Sidron 

108-406 Jose Tomas Zayas Montejo 

109-317 Luis Manuel de la Caridad 
Zufiiga Rey 

110-323 Orlando Patricio Dominguez 
de la Coba 

111-331 Hector Lino Cardoso 

112-343 Ramon Rodriguez Rangel 

113-365 Felix Fernandez Batista 

City of Havana 53/83 

City of Havana 45/84 

City of Havana 155/62 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

of 
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of 

of 

of 

of 

of 

of 
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Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

Havana 

41/80 

35/81 

5/82 

4 5/87 

25/83 

25/83 

5 3/83 

30/87(dossier) 

30/80 

2 6/81 

26/81 

25/83 

6 7/82 

67/82 

165/77 

2 6/81 

136/87(dossier) 

5 6/84 and 
934/85 

City of Havana 246/75 

City of Havana 228/74 

Villa Clara 

Villa Clara 

Villa Clara 

Camaqiiey 

5/83 

5/83 

5/83 and 
193/85 

10/82 
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Annex II (continued) 

Numbers Names and surnames Province in Case and year 
which held of settlement 

114-3 83 Manuel Mayers Martinez Camaquey 

115-385 Israel Morejon Leiva Camaquey 

116-396 Raul Luis Rodriguez Cruz Camaquey 

117-398 Rogelio Segundo Rosguete Gonzalez Camaquey 

118-399 Zenaida Ruiz Alvarez Camaquey 

119-409 Orlando Rodriquez Cusido Las Tunas 

120-416 Ovidio Torres Bermudez Holquin 

121-417 Rafael Beritan Enamorado Granma 

24/84 

2/87 

14/80 and 
1599/82 

8/85 

5/85 

3 8/8 3 

21/87(dossier) 

1/86 



Annex X 

LETTER DATED 11 OCTOBER 1988 FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE GROUP 
ADDRESSED TO THE DEPUTY MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 
MR. RAUL ROA KOURI, TRANSMITTING TO HIM THE LIST OF NAMES 
AND ADDRESSES OF THE PERSONS WHO ENTERED INTO CONTACT WITH 

THE GROUP IN CUBA 

Sir, 

Further to my letter of 25 September 1988, I have the honour of 

transmitting to you herewith a list of names and addresses of persons who 

contacted the Group durinq its visit to Cuba. 

I should like to take the liberty of reminding you that this list is 

transmitted to you on the basis of the assurances given by the authorities 

that no difficulties will be created for any of these persons as a result of 

having contacted the Group. 

Accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration. 



Annex XI 

LETTER DATED 18 OCTOBER 1988 FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE GROUP 
ADDRESSED TO THE PERSONS WHO ENTERED INTO CONTACT WITH THE 

GROUP DURING ITS VISIT TO CUBA 

"I am writing to you in my capacity as Chairman of the Group established 

by the United Nations Commission on Human Rights in response to the invitation 

by the Government of Cuba to visit the country to observe the human rights 

situation (decision 1988/106). 

I take this opportunity to acknowledge receipt of the communication you 

submitted during the Group's visit to Cuba from 16 to 25 September 1988. 

The Group will give this information its full attention and do everything 

in its power so that the problems to which you referred in your request may be 

considered and, possibly, solved by the competent authorities." 



Annex XII 

LETTER DATED 13 DECEMBER 1988 FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE GROUP 
ADDRESSED TO THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF CUBA AT GENEVA 
TRANSMITTING TO HIM TRANSCRIPTS OF TESTIMONY BY INDIVIDUALS AND 
COCUMENTOS OF NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS RECEIVED BY THE 

GROUP IN CUBA 

Sir, 

I have the honour, as Chairman of the Group established in accordance 

with Commission on Human Rights decision 198 8/106, to transmit to you herewith 

the testimony of persons who have been in contact with the Group directly or, 

at its request, through its secretariat on the occasion of its visit to Cuba, 

together with the documents sent to the Group by Cuban non-governmental 

organizations. 

I am also sending you the transcriptions of testimony by private 

individuals, with our apologies for the provisional presentation of these 

texts. 

The Group would be grateful to your Government if it would inform us of 

its reactions to this documentation. 

For your information, the Group will meet again on 16 January 1989 to 

consider its draft report. 

Accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration. 



Annex XIII 

LIST OF COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED BY 5 DECEMBER 1988 CONCERNING 
ALLEGED REPRISALS AGAINST PERSONS WHO ENTERED INTO CONTACT 

WITH THE GROUP IN CUBA 

1. Jose Carlos Montero Ocampo, 28 September 1988. He was interviewed 

by the Group on 20 September 1988. The next day, he went back to the 

Commodore Hotel to give some documents to the secretariat; he was arrested at 

that time and taken to Villa Marista. On 27 September, he was sent to 

Pinar del Rio Prison, which is called "Cinco y Medio". He states that he is 

being prevented from communicating with a lawyer and with his family. 

2. Ricardo Boffil Pages, 30 September 1988, reports that 

Rita Fleitas Fernandez, a member of the Cuban Human Rights Committee and the 

Artistic Freedom Association, was dismissed from her job. 

3. Rita Fleitas Fernandez, 1 October 1988, reports that she was 

dismissed from the IPS press agency on 29 September 1988, allegedly in 

retaliation for having testified before the Group. 

4. Guillermo Luis Santoya Morrejon, 5 October 1988, applied to UNDP to 

request an interview with the Group. His particulars were noted down and, 

when the Group left Cuba without calling on him to appear before it, he was 

told by State Security to come to Villa Marista. He did not do so and is now 

in hiding. He has been unsuccessfully requesting permission to leave the 

country for the past 28 years. 
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5> Ricardo Boffil Pages, Chairman of the Cuban Human Rights Committee, 

21 October 1988, is protesting against the repressive measures being used by 

the Cuban Government against persons who testified before the Group, including 

David Moya Jimenez, Carlos Echevarria, Romano Lopez Reinoso (son of 

Professor Edinigio Lopez, Vice-Chairman of the Cuban Human Rights Committee), 

Roberto Bahamonde, Jesus Leyva Guerra and Rafael Gomez. In a press release 

issued in Frankfurt, he refers to the harassment and arrest, on 21 October 1988, 

of several leaders of the Aspciacieon Prp-Arte Libre (Fr-ee Arts Association) who 

are also members of the Cuban Human Rights Committee. He states that these 

incidents are part of a campaign that the Government had waged this year 

against the members of the Committee he chairs and that, on 17 February 1988, 

there was a similar attack on the First Dissident Artists' Exhibition and a 

press conference organized by the Committee. This was followed by a libel 

campaign in the pre.s and physical attacks against human rights activists. In 

a letter dated 25 November 1988 and sent from Frankfurt, he requests the Group 

to intervene to ask the Government of Cuba for the immediate release of the 

following persons who were arrested on 21 October: Armando Araya and 

Juan Enrique Garcia (Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Artistic Freedom 

Association), Ramon Obregon Sanchez, Pablo Roberto Sanchez, Rita Fleitas, 

Roberto Pupo and Aida Valdes S&ntana, all of whom are members of the Cuban 

Human Rights Committee. 

6- The Cuban Human Rights Party, 24 October 1988 reports that six human 

rights activists in Cuba (Anaya, Fleitas, Valdes, Garcia, Hernandez and 

Horrnedo) were arrested and sentenced to prison. E:ysebio_r1ujal_JLe6n, Luis_._£_._ 

Aguilar and Jose M. Hernandez, professors at Georgetown University in 

Washington D.C., 1 November 1988, express concern about the situation of the 

six artist of the Free Arts Association who were arbitrarily arrested and 

summarily sentenced for having organized a ceremony at the Jose Marti monument 

on "Culture Day". Antonio J. Molina, President of the Puerto Rican UNESCO 

Association, 5 November 1988, requests the Group to intercede on behalf of the 

Free Arts Association, six of whose members were sentenced to prison following 

a ceremony at which they placed a bouquet of flowers on the Jose Marti 

monument. 
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7- Kenneth Roth, Deputy Director of Human Rights Watch, 

7 November 1988, welcomes the opportunity the Group gave him to discuss his 

impressions of the visit he made to Cuba as a member of the New York City Bar 

Association delegation. He also informs the Group of reports of reprisals 

against persons who met or tried to meet with the Group in Cuba. He expresses 

concern that, since the Group's visit, the Government may be taking an even 

harder line against human rights activists. He alleges that the following 

took place: 

(a) On 19 September, the police harassed persons waiting outside the 

hotel to meet with the Group and prevented some of them from entering the 

hotel. Others were arrested and taken to Villa Marista, fined and then 

released. The persons arrested and sentenced as a result of the incidents on 

19 September or for trying to testify before the Group include the following: 

Francisco Benitez Ferrero and Alejandro Benitez Ferrero, sentenced to six 

and three months' imprisonment, respectively, for insulting a police officer 

and resisting arrest; both are in Combinado del Este. 

Gustavo Venta, sentenced to six months' imprisonment for insulting a 

police officer and resisting arrest; he is in Quivican Prison and has appealed 

the sentence. 

Lazaro Linares Echeverria, sentenced to six months' imprisonment for 

insulting a police officer; he is in Quivican Prison. 

The following persons were also allegedly detained for various periods of 

time and then released for having tried to meet with the Group: 

Ernesto Ibanez Basnuevo, David Moya Alonso, Enrique Acosta Ruiz, 

Lazaro Larosa Ambolay, Raul Aleman Valdes, Sergio Raul de la Vega Gomez and 

Alberto Anaya. 

(b) On 18 October, Pablo Roberto Pupo Sanchez, Juan Enrique Garcia and 

Ramon Obregon Sardui, members of the Artistic Freedom Association, were 

arrested in their homes. They are now in Villa Marista. The charges against 

them are not known. 
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(c) On 20 October, "Cuban Culture Day", six other members of the 

Artistic Freedom Association were arrested on charges of "disturbing public 

order" and sentenced on 24 October 1988. These persons are: 

Armando Anaya Garcia (one year), Vladimir Garcia Alderete (nine months), 

Rita Fleitas Fernandez (nine months), Secundio Hernandez Castro (seven 

months), David Hormedo Garcia (seven months) and Aida Valdes Santana (seven 

months' house arrest). The first five are in Combinado del Este and the 

Occidente Womens' Reform Centre. 

(d) Elizardo Sanchez, Chairman of the Commission on Human Rights and 

National Reconstruction, was dismissed from the library where he worked in 

late October this year. 

8. Note from the Cuban American National Foundation, reporting on a 

press conference held in Washington by Reinaldo Bragado, a member of the Cuban 

Human Rights Committee, at which he referred, inter alia, to the reprisals 

being taken by the Cuban Government against human rights activists in Cuba. 

The note states that six members of the Artistic Freedom Association were 

arrested and that the Cuban press is showing unexpected interest in these 

arrests; this may indicate that the regime wants to let public opinion know 

that any lessening of the repression has ended. It also states that 

Gustavo Venta was sentenced to six months' imprisonment for trying to go on a 

hunger strike in front of the Commadore Hotel during the Group's visit to Cuba. 

Q. Angel P. Grimanes, 25 November 1988, states that his brother-in-law, 

Raul Gomez de Molina, who has finally been released after 21 years in prison, 

requested permission to leave the country together with his parents-in-law, 

wife and two daughters. After he was notified of the day when he would be 

allowed to leave, the Immigration and Aliens' Department took his passport 

away, thus preventing the entire family from travelling. The probable reason 

is that Gomez testified before the Group. 



Annex XIV 

LETTER DATED 9 JANUARY 1989 FROM MR. JOSE RAUL VIERA LINARES, 
ACTING MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF CUBA, ADDRESSED TO THE 

CHAIRMAN OF THE GROUP 

Sir, 

I have the honour to refer to your letter No. G/50 214 (60) dated 

13 December 1988, transmitting to the Cuban Government, firstly, the 

"testimony" of over 1,500 persons who are said to have contacted the visiting 

mission of which you are chairman during its stay in Cuba, either directly, or 

through the secretariat staff accompanying the mission, and secondly, certain 

documents also received by the mission in Cuba from "Cuban non-governmental 

organizations". 

In addition, transcriptions made by the secretariat of "testimony by 

individuals" heard by the mission in Cuba were enclosed with the letter 

"in provisional form". Lastly, you stated in your letter that the visiting 

mission would be qrateful if the Cuban Government would "make known its 

reaction" to the documents enclosed, and at the same time you informed the 

Government that the mission would meet aqain in Geneva on 16 January to 

consider its draft report. 

With regard to this letter and the material enclosed, I should like to 

express the deepest concern at the late date on which this documentation was 

delivered to Ambassador Carlos Lechuga in Geneva, namely, 16 December 1988, 

and the brief period of time given us to reply. 

As you will no doubt remember, you informed the Cuban authorities that 

Mr. John Pace, the mission secretary, would provide the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs with a list of cases the mission considered "humanitarian" and with 

the material in question before leaving Havana. 

Ambassador Jose Perez Novoa, International Organizations Director in this 

Ministry, accordingly asked Mr. Pace for this material; Mr. Raul Roa Kouri, 

the Deputy Minister pressed the point with you on the very day of your 

departure, actually at the airport, on 26 September 1988. 
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Although Mr. Pace promised to send the material as soon as he returned to 

Geneva, that did not happen, and we accordingly instructed Ambassador Lechuga 

to point out to you once aqain that the information would have to be sent to 

Cuba as soon as possible if our authorities were expected to make any comment 

on it. Ambassador Lechuga asked you for it on two occasions, on 11 October 

and 26 November 1988. 

On 9 December, after a meetinq between Ambassador Lechuga and the 

visiting mission, he was promised that he would be given the documentation by 

Tuesday, 13 December, at the latest. Nevertheless, as you know, it was not 

received by our Permanent Mission until 16 December, and not until some days 

later in Havana. 

The fact that these documents were in the secretariat's possession from 

September onwards but were not made available to us until 16 December seems to 

us inexplicable. 

Despite the fact that this delay makes it difficult for us to reply by 

16 January, since we have to examine the points raised in the documentation 

seriously case by case, the Cuban Government will make every effort to comply 

with the mission's request, althouqh it had hoped to have a more reasonable 

period of time for the purpose than it actually has. It is not our 

responsibility if the reply cannot cover all the cases and contain all the 

necessary details. 

In performinq this task Cuba will have fulfilled its undertaking to 

collaborate in the full execution of the mandate qiven to the mission by the 

Commission on Human Rights in decision 1988/106. It only remains for the 

mission to finalize its report and submit it to the Commission. 

I have to tell you, Mr. Chairman, that as far as my Government is 

concerned this examination will conclude the entire procedure relating to 

decision 1988/106. It is obvious that in view of the human riqhts situation 

in our country, which the mission had an opportunity to see for itself, the 

only thing to be done is to seek co-operation from all other members of the 

international community without exception and not from Cuba in particular. 

The way Cuba has behaved has no precedent in the Commission's history, 

whether as regards the facilities provided (includinq a prolongation of the 

visit from 5 to 10 days, previous announcement in the press of telephone 

numbers to call in order to request a hearing and our suggestion that the 

period durinq which such requests could be made should be extended, which the 

mission willingly accepted), or as reqards the nature of the invitation itself. 
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When the results of the mission's observations and Cuba's reply are 

considered, it will be possible to see that there are very few countries in 

the world - if any - with such a clear and clean human rights record as Cuba. 

Any attempt to single Cuba out as a special case will be most vigorously 

rejected by us. 

I am informing you of my Government's position because we have learned 

through Ambassador Lechuga that there are views regarding a possible 

suggestion along those lines by the mission and because it is important that 

you should be aware of our conviction that any attempt to continue the 

consideration of human rights in Cuba, where there are no anomalous situations 

to justify it, is unacceptable. 

Accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration. 



Annex XV 

LETTER DATED 1 FEBRUARY 1989 FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE GROUP 
ADDRESSED TO MR. JOSE RAUL VIERA LINARES, ACTING MINISTER • 

FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF CUBA 

Sir , 

I have the honour to refer to your l e t t e r of 9 January 1989 t ransmit ted 

to us on 16 January 1989 by His Excellency, The Permanent Representative of 

Cuba at Geneva, and addressed to me in my capaci ty as Chairman of the group 

es tab l i shed in accordance with Commission on Human Rights decision 198 8/106. 

This l e t t e r was brought to the group 's a t t e n t i o n a t i t s meetings held 

from 16 to 20 January 1989. The group has requested me to communicate to you 

the following c l a r i f i c a t i o n s : 

1. We are somewhat puzzled by the reference to the "views" supposedly 

expressed by the group regarding a possible extension of the considera t ion of 

the s i t u a t i o n of human r igh t s in Cuba. The group has always unanimously held 

the view that such a decis ion can be taken only by the Commission on 

Human Rights, s ince the group 's mandate i s c l ea r ly defined in 

decision 1988/106 and i s qui te e x p l i c i t . Your concern i s unwarranted e i t he r 

by the fac ts or by the terms of the decis ion es tab l i sh ing the group. 

2. The group regards i t s s e c r e t a r i a t as having acted a t a l l times on i t s 

behalf and in accordance with i t s i n s t r u c t i o n s , and if there i s any 

r e spons ib i l i t y t o be a t t r i b u t e d , i t i s the group that must be held accountable. 

In view of the foregoing, allow me to reassure you of the group's des i re 

to carry out i t s mandate with complete o b j e c t i v i t y . I remain convinced of the 

need to maintain i t s independence and impa r t i a l i t y a t a l l times in the 

i n t e r e s t of m u l t i l a t e r a l dialogue for the common cause of human r i g h t s . 

Accept, S i r , the assurances of my highest cons idera t ion . 
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QUESTIONS ON CONSTITUTIONAL AND LEGAL MATTERS CONTAINED IN THE 
NOTE SENT BY THE GROUP ON 29 AUGUST 1988 TO THE GOVERNMENT OF 

CUBA AND NOT ANSWERED BY THE GOVERNMENT 

1. Individual liberty (articles 72, 73, 74 and 75 of the Penal Code and 

articles 3, 9, 11 and 12 of the Universal Declaration of Human Right's) 

With reference to dangerous states and individual liberty, the note sent 

to the Government of Cuba had the following to say: 

"A 'dangerous state* is defined as "the special proclivity of a 

particular person to commit offences, as demonstrated by conduct clearly 

at variance with the standards of socialist morality' (art.72). What are 

'the standards of socialist morality' and who is responsible for 

establishing them? Why is a person who merely maintains links or 

relations with persons who constitute a potential threat to the society, 

other persons and social, economic and political order of the socialist 

State officially warned 'against engaging in socially dangerous or 

criminal activities' (art.75)? 

In connection with so-called 'anti-social conduct' (art.73): 

(a) What is meant by habitual infringement of the rules of 'social 

coexistence', who determines what these rules are and on the basis of 

what criteria are they established? (b) What is meant by 'social 

parasite', who determines when a person is a social parasite and on the 

basis of what terms of reference? (c) What is meant by 'socially 

reprehensible vices', who determines their existence and on the basis of 

what criteria? (d) Could not the pre-criminal security measures limiting 

the freedom of a person deemed to be in a 'dangerous state' be used to 

restrict the freedom of persons whose relations with the Government are, 

for political reasons, not of the best? (e) Would a person's freedom be 

limited without recourse to judicial process and exclusively on the basis 

of a certain proclivity to so-called anti-social conduct?" 

2. Administration of justice (article 123 (a) and (b) of the Constitution 

and article 10 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights) 

On the objectives of the courts, the note asked the following questions: 
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What i s meant by ' s o c i a l i s t l e g a l i t y ' and by 'safeguarding the 

economic, s o c i a l and p o l i t i c a l regime es tabl ished in t h i s Cons t i t u t i on ' ? 

What would happen i f the protec t ion of these p r inc ip l e s came in to 

conf l i c t with the c i t i z e n s ' r i gh t s provided for in the Const i tut ion and 

the laws?" 

3. Freedom of movement ( a r t i c l e s 215, 216 and 217 of the Penal Code and 

a r t i c l e 13 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights) 

On the question of i l l e g a l entry in to and departure from the country, the 

note sent to the Government of Cuba read as follows: 

"Although the Penal Code guarantees the r i gh t f reely to enter and 

leave Cuban t e r r i t o r y , i t a l so e s t ab l i shes tha t the exercise of t h i s 

r i gh t sha l l be regulated by law. What are the adminis t ra t ive and lega l 

requirements for leaving and re-enter ing the country?" 

4. 'Freedom of r e l i g i o n , expression and the press ( a r t i c l e s 103, 109, 115 

and 144 of the Penal Code and a r t i c l e s 2, 18 and 19 of the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights) 

On the offence of enemy propaganda, the Group asked the following 

ques t ions : 

What is meant by incitement 'against the social order, international 

solidarity or the socialist State'? Could this article be used to 

prevent the free exercise of political criticism and the control of the 

authorities by the people? Could it constitute a threat to persons who 

disagree with government policy, both in Cuba and abroad? Lastly, the 

fact of using the media to express opinions at variance with those of the 

Government constitutes, in accordance with article 103, paragraph (c), an 

aggravating circumstance as regards the offence defined as enemy 

propaganda. Would this article constitute a threat to persons who oppose 

the political regime in Cuba? Would this imply recognition by the 

criminal law of the prohibition of the use of the media to express 

opinions at variance with those of the Government?" 

With reference to the offence of causing alarm, the following questions 

were asked: 

How is it determined when an act, because of the nature, means or 

occasion of its execution, 'tends to cause public alarm with the aim of 

creating conditions affecting the security of the State"? What is meant 

by 'security of the State' and by 'causing alarm'?" 



- 3 -

On the dissemination of false information against international peace, 

the Group asked the following question: 

"On the basis of what criteria do the authorities determine the 

falsity of an item of information and the extent to which information 

which is indeed false may 'disrupt international peace' or 'endanger the 

prestige or credit of the Cuban State or its good relations with another 

State'?" 

On the offence of disrespect, the note contained the following questions: 

What form of political criticism might be defined as not offensive 

and not insulting to the political authorities? Could this article 

constitute an obstacle to compliance with the constitutional provision 

granting the people the right to control its representatives and possibly 

revoke their mandate?" 

5. Freedom of assembly, expression and association (articles 7 and 53 of the 

Constitution, articles 34, para. 5, 57, paras, 3, 6 and 10, 58, paras. 5, 6 

and 7, 98 and 99 of the Penal Code and article 20 of the Universal Declaration 

of Human Rights) 

With regard to the role of the mass organizations, the note read as 

follows: 

"Article 34, paragraph 5, article 57, paragraphs 3, 6 and 10, and 

article 58, paragraphs 5-7, confer certain functions on the mass 

organizations, such as supervising a number of penalties, and monitoring 

and guiding persons on whom penalties have been imposed and persons 

released on parole. Do these organizations have the necessary 

qualifications to perform these functions? What type of training 

guarantees the successful performance of these functions? Are there any 

appeal mechanisms against decisions taken by representatives of the mass 

organizations?" 

On the offence of rebellion, the note sent to the Government of Cuba 

asked the following questions: 

"What is meant by 'or other unlawful means' (art.99)? Does it mean, 

for example, that members of any unregistered association that might seek 

partial changes in the Constitution or the economic, social or political 

regime in Cuba may be charged with rebellion for having used an unlawful 

means to achieve one of the objectives set forth in article 9 8, 

paragraph 1?" 
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6. Freedom of education and conscience (article 38 (d) of the Constitution 

and article 26 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights) 

Article 38 (Constitution) The State orients, foments and promotes education, 

culture and science in all their manifestations. 

Its educational and cultural policy is based on the following principles: 

(d) Artistic creativity is free as long as its content is not contrary 

to the Revolution. Forms of expression of art are free? 

On artistic creativity, the note asked the following questions; 

"What is meant by the following in the context of this 

constitutional provision: 'the Revolution'? the Revolutionary 

Government? its principal institutions and leaders? its ideological and 

political bases? Who determines the substantive character of a work of 

art and who establishes when such a work is contrary to 'the Revolution'? 



Annex XVII 

"LOS DERECHOS HUMANOS EN LA LEGISLACION VIGENTE CUBANA", BY 
DR. PABLO LLABRE RAURELL, HEAD OF THE LEGAL SECTION OF THE 
CUBAN COMMITTEE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS, HAVANA, 2 AUGUST 1988 

I. THE PENAL CODE 

by Dr. Pablo Llabre Raurell 

Disregard by Cuban lawmakers for the rights recognized in the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights (United Nations, 10 December 1948) is sometimes so 

flagrant that violations of the Universal Declaration have become 

institutionalized and often form part of the laws in force in Cuba. The 

purpose of this report is not to condemn any particular agency or authority, 

but, rather, to make the Cuban authorities aware, through national and 

international public opinion, of the need to remedy such violations by means 

of draft amendments to be submitted to the National Assembly of People's Power 

so as not to jeopardize the individual rights of citizens. 

In a letter addressed to the Director-General of UNESCO, 

Dr. Julian Huxley, on 25 May 1947, Mahatma Gandhi said: "We are worthy of the 

right to life only if we do our duty as citizens of the world". 

Reference is made below to some of the main violations which are, in our 

view, contained in Act No. 62 of 29 December 1987 (Penal Code), the legal text 

which will be analysed in this report. 

PENAL CODE 

Article 12 states: "Preparatory acts are punishable only in the case of 

offences against the security of the State". This distinction by Cuban 

lawmakers is made for the obvious political purpose of stifling all 

opposition. This article is contrary to articles 10 and 11 of the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights. 

Article 16 provides for criminal responsibility at 16 years of age. 

This article contradicts article 3 of the Family Code, which sets the age 

of majority and the age for contracting marriage at 18 years, and Act No. 49 

(Labour Code), under which the legal working age is 17 years. A person who is 

not old enough to work or to marry is, thus, deemed to possess criminal 

capacity. A 16-year-old person is not mature enough to understand the full 

import of his actions and to conduct himself accordingly. 
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Article 29 provides for the death penalty. 

With regard to this article, we are of the opinion that, in the case of 

offences of an obviously political nature (offences against the security of 

the State, offences against the internal security of the State) and in view of 

the fact that the members of the judiciary are elected in such a way that 

there is no guarantee of a fair trial (see "The New Penal Code and 

Human Rights", by the same author), the death penalty should not apply (except 

in time of war, subject to a declaration) because it would be contrary to 

articles 3, 10 and 11 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

Article 44 provides for the "confiscation of property". 

This additional penalty consists in dispossessing an offender of all or 

part of his property and transferring it to the State. It applies, if the 

court should so decide, in the case of offences against the security of the 

State. 

Under this additional penalty, the State seizes the offender's property, 

including that bearing no relation whatever to the offence committed (in the 

case of an offence against the security of the State). 

This article of the Penal Code is a flagrant violation of article 17 of 

the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which states: "No one shall be 

arbitrarily deprived of his property". 

Article 47 relates to judicial decisions by the courts. 

Strangely, it states: "The courts shall determine the length of the 

sentence on the basis of the socialist legal conscience". Does this legal 

conscience guarantee a fair and reasonable sentence in the case of offences of 

a political nature? No comment is necessary. 

Articles 72 to 90 relate to "a dangerous state" and to "security 

measures". 

On the basis of this archaic institution, a person may be imprisoned or, 

in other words, deprived of his freedom without having committed an offence of 

any kind, on the pretext of preventing the commission of an offence. It is 

often used for political purposes. It is contrary to article 9 of the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which states: "No one shall be 

subjected to arbitrary arrest, detention or exile". 

Article 103 relates to the offence of "enemy propaganda". 

In criminal law, "enemy propaganda" means the act of inciting or stirring 

up the masses against the State and for the enemy, logically, in time of war, 
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subject to a declaration, since, if there was no declaration of war, there 

would be no enemy in the legal sense of the term and, thus, no offence. 

In peace time, this offence exists only in countries where the right to 

freedom of thought, opinion and expression is not respected. 

Article 103 is a violation of articles 18 and 19 of the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights. 

Article 150 relates to a new offence known as "unlawful enrichment". 

This provision reads: "Any authority, official or employee who, either 

directly or through a third party, incurs expenses or increases his capital or 

that of a third party in a disproportionately large amount in terms of his 

lawful income, without proving the lawfulness of the means used to incur such 

expenses ...". 

As may be seen, the accused is under an obligation to prove his innocence 

or, in other words, the lawfulness of the means used. This provision is 

contrary to the principle of accusatory procedure on which our system is based 

and according to which the burden of proof lies with the prosecution, not the 

defendant, who is, in principle, presumed innocent. 

This article is contrary to article 11 of the Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights, which states: "Everyone charged with a penal offence has the 

right to be presumed innocent until proved guilty ...". 

Article 208 refers to the offence of "unlawful association". 

The way in which this offence is described by the lawmakers jeopardizes 

the right of citizens to freedom of peaceful association. This provision is 

thus contrary to article 20 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 

which states: "Everyone has the right to freedom of peaceful assembly and 

association". 

Article 228 provides for the so-called offence of "unlawful economic 

activity". Under this provision, it is an offence to engage in any work or 

commercial activity that is not regulated by the State, which has subrogated 

the right to grant or award licences to certain citizens for the performance 

of such activities. 

This provision is contrary to article 23 of the Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights, which states that everyone has the right to free choice of 

employment. It is also contrary to article 25 of the Universal Declaration, 

which states that everyone has the right to an adequate standard of living for 

himself and for his family. 
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These are, in our view, the main violations of the Universal Declaration 

of Human Rights contained in Act No. 62 of 29 December 1987 (Penal Code). We 

hope that this report will help in some way to prevent such violations. 

Havana, 2 August 1988 

(signed) Dr. Pablo Llabre Raurell 
Chief of the Legal Section 
Cuban Human Rights Committee 
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THE CONSTITUTION OF'.CUBA AND THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS 

(By Mr. Pablo Llabre Raurell) 

Mr. Chairman, distinguished members of the Delegationof the 

Human Rights Commission of the United Nations to descibe the 

human rights violations in just a few minutes, violations suffered 

by our nation over thirty years period would be difficult indeed, 

none the less I will very briefly explain the main violations of 

human r ights contained in the very legal bodies that 'govern the 

life of our nation although it may seem incredable in a nation 

which is a signatory of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

approved and proclaimed by the United Nations on-the IOth of 

December of 1948 there are articles in the existing legal texts 

of our country that go against the very provisions of the 

declaration. The main violations contained in our constitution 

the present constitution of our country which demonstrates that 

there is disregard by Cuban authorities of the highest level of a 

large number of the individual rights of our citizens. In 

discussing the matter of the constitution, of our republic it is 

necessary to highlight the cult of the personality that derives 

from the name of Pidel Castro. Furthermore, the faithfulness to 

a foreign power the Soviet Union is pathetically stated in the 

constitution itself where the preamble contains the following --ords 

supported with the co-operation ©f the Soviet Union this is also 

in article 12 of the constitution itself. In chapter one which 

establishes the political social economic basis of the state and 

it says in article five of our constitution that the communist 
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party of Cuba is the highest guiding force of the society in the 

state and that it guides the shared efforts efforts of the people 

toward the contribution of socialism. As you can see this article 

constitutes a violation of the provisions of article 20, 21 of 

article 21 of the Univeral Declaration which establishes the right 

of any person to participate in the government of the country and 

to have equal access to public office in the country. Article 26 

of the constitution contains a- violation by ommission since it doesn't 

say before v/hat authority or through what methods or under v/hat 

law complaints can be lodged for abuses by functionary an official 

of the state against a citizen of the country this article violates 

article 6 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. In 

chapter two the one on citizenship the following is in article 32 

sub paragraph C this artical violates 15.2 of the Universal 

Declaration since it arbitrarily deprives of nationality those 

that in any way conspire against the socialist state abroad. This 

causes loss of nationality by a decree of the state without the 

need for a trial. In the section en the family the constitution 

in its article 37 establishes the obligation of parents to educate 

their children and to prepare them for life in a socialist society • 

this article violates 26.3 of the Universal Declaration of Human 

Eights which states that parents will have preferential right to 

choose the type of education that they want to give to their 

children, likewise, chapter 4 of the constitution on Education 

and Culture in its article 38 sub-paragraphs A and C once again 

violates article 26 sub- paragraph C of the Universal Declaration 
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of Human Rights since it establishes in article A of article 38 

that the state which is the sole party responsible for education 

basis its educational and cultural policy on the scientific view 

of the world established by Marxism Leninism and likewise in 

sub-paragraph C it establishes that the state promotes the communist 

training of new generations in other words parents are obliged by 

the text of the constitution thats the very highest law making 

level to give a communist education to their children in other 

words they don't have the right to choose any other type of 

education, Catholic education or any other type of education. 

Article 38 sub-paragraph Dof the constitution states that artistic 

creation is free creative activity is free as long as its content 

is not contrary to the revolution as you can see this sub-paragraph 

violates the contents of article 1.9 of the Universal Declaration 

of Human Rights since it only gives freedom of artistic creativity 

if it is constistant with the revolution but there can be no 

criticism of the revolution whatsoever because that is what is 

provided under that article. Article 5 of the constitution the 

one on equality in its article 41 and also 41 42 rather violate 

articles I of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights The first 

article because of discrimination on the basis of religeous or 

political opinion. The article 41 establishes that there is to be 

no discrimination on the basis of race sex colour or national 

origin but it does not make any mention of discrimination being 

prohibited on the basis of rnligeous or political beliefs those 

terms are not in the text of the constitution and the next article 

article 42 which establishes the rights of citizens to the conquests 

of the revolution says that those rightsare equal for all that there 

is to be no discrimination on the basis of race sex or colour or 

national origin but here again mention of decrimination on the 

basis of religeous belief or political opinion is omited and this 

is a violation of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

As you know, it is a violation of articles I and 2 of the Universal 

Declartion. . 
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In article 42 itself v/hich refers to the rights of citizens 

it says that everyone has a right according to compacity according 

to his skills to access to public administation to public office 

as far as we know there is no official in the public administation 

ther:- is no high level state official that openly expresses religeous 

belief nor are there any officials who are not members of the 

political party in our country so this is also contrary to what 

is in the constitution it also says that medical attention in all 

hospitals are given on an equal basis to all citizens but this isn't 

true because there are special hospitals such as Seemex and only 

the high government officials have access to that hospital 

not the people. In that Seemex hospital there are all the most 

modern facilities in the field of modern medicine but this is 

only available to government leaders. 

The text of the constitution says itself says that everone has the 

right to the use of public transportation without discrimination, 

now, in our country there is transportation that cannnot be paid 

for by National currency so that means that the population can't 

use those forms of transportation its only foreigners who can 

pay in foreign currency that can use those means of transport 

so this is discrimination. The same applies to the. beaches, it is 

said that the beaches are equally available to all, that they 

belong to all but distinquished members of the delegation we must 

tell you that there are beaches, there are resorts such as Caiulargo 

parts of the Barularo parts of the beaches in Havana, luxurary 

resorts that can only be enjoyed by those citizens that can pay 

in foreign currency. Cubans can't pay with foreign currency 

because that's prohibited under the penal'code, it's a crime under 

the penal code so there is a discrimination as far as our citizens 
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are concerned. This very hotel the Commodoro where I have the 

honour today to address this distino.uished delegation of the United 

Nations is one which can where rooms can "be paid for only with 

foreign currency its impossible to pay here in National currencies 

so I have the pleasure of being here in this hotel only because I 

was invited by this delegation , otherwise I wouldr̂ ft have been 

able to enter the door, had I entered I wouldn't have been able 

to use any of the facilities here in the hotel. 

In chapter 6 of the constitution, to go en with the text of the 

constitution the duties, rights and fundemental guarantees are 

established, in article 52 it says that citizens are given freedom 

of expression and freedom of the pressf but then it goes on to 

say that in accordance with the rules of the socialist society. 

Now if freedom of expression and freedom of the press are allowed 

but only in accordance with the goals of socialist society well 

this demonstrates that this is a violation of article 19 of the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights, because any critisimn ajiy 

use of the right of freedom of expression freedom cf the press 

thats not in accordance with the goals of socialist society is 

prohibited under the text of the constitution itself. Likewise 

article 34 of the constitution states that it is illeagal to oppose 

to have religeous belief pitied against the revolution to make just 

one example of punishment in the course of the use of revolution 

for the- expression of religeous belief people are punished for . 

clandestine publications and so on and so forth but all of this 

is a violation of article 18 of the Universal Declartion which 

says that any individual has the right to freedom of thought of 

concience and of religion. 
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Article 61 of the constitution of the Republic states that none 

of the freedoms recognised for the citizens can be excercised against 

the goals of the socialist state. This article, just reading of 

this article is enough to .see that the constitution is in violation 

of the tennants of the Universal Declariion of Human Rights. This 

article 61 limits the freedoms that are recognised in the constitution 

itself and therefor almost all of the thirty points contained in 

the Universal Declaration. 

•Lastly, as far as the constitution of the Republic is concerned 

it is appropriate to point rout that- in our country there is no 

Court that provides constitutional guarantees, a court where 

citizens can lodge complaints for abuses of their rights under the 

constitution. Then the rights and guarantees offered by the 

constitution to the citizens are, in fact, not fully guaranteed 

becaupe- there is no such tribunal that can provide these guarantees. 



Annex XVIII 

"INFORME SOBRE AGRESIONES BIOLOGICAS CONTRA LA REPUBLICA DE CUBA", 
HANDED TO THE GROUP BY THE MINISTER OF JUSTICE ON 22 SEPTEMBER 1988 

REPORT ON BIOLOGICAL AGGRESSION AGAINST THE REPUBLIC OF CUBA 

During the period from 1971 to 1981, a series of extraordinary situations 

occurred in the Republic of Cuba, causing diseases in humans, animals and 

crops. One of the particularities of these diseases was the epidemic 

character or their effect on economic crops over large surfaces. 

The total losses suffered by the country during the epidemics of dengue 

and haemorrhagic conjunctivitis, the epizootic diseases in pigs and the 

epiphytotic diseases occurring in sugar cane and tobacco were great. For 

instance, as a result of the disease caused by rust in sugar cane, losses 

amounted to approximately $400-600 million; the disease in tobacco caused by 

blue mould resulted in losses of over $51 million (data provided by the 

National Tobacco Authority) and as a result of the African swine fever, in 

1980 alone, the losses were over $9 million. The losses tor the country 

caused by the haemorrhagic dengue cannot be calculated from the economic 

viewpoint, since this epidemic led to 158 deaths, and such a loss cannot be 

assessed in economic terms. In addition, there was the high sickness rate 

recorded not only during the dengue epidemic but also during the haemorrhagic 

conjunctivitis epidemic. 

The economic considerations also include those efforts related to the 

organization of measures to combat these diseases, not only in terms of 

materials resources but human resources. 

The study of the development of these epidemics showed that they spread 

so fast and reached such dimensions because in their early stages, for a 

variety of reasons, effective measures could not be taken to eliminate them. 

The main difficulty in combating these epidemic, epizootic and epiphytotic 

outbreaks was that the situations that arose were inhabitual and in a number 

of cases, the specialists had little knowledge of them. The main features of 

these diseases will be summarized below. 

Epidemiological situation 

Under this heading we shall deal with the infectious diseases that 

occurred in Cuba during the decade from 1971 to 1981 and affected humans, 

animals and crops and which, because of the characteristics and development of 

these epidemics, might be attributed to or be connected with biological 

measures affecting our territory. 
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The epidemiological pattern of the case rate for habitual contagious 

diseases during the decade from 1971 to 1981 corresponded to expectations, in 

line with the progress and successes achieved in public health as a result of 

the efforts made in this field by our Party and Revolutionary Government. 

The general behaviour pattern of the incidence of contaqious cases 

changed markedly with the appearance of "exotic" inhabitual diseases in Cuba, 

the dengue epidemics of 1977 and 1981, and the epidemic of haemorrhagic 

conjunctivitis. They affected and spread rapidly throughout the country, 

causing hundreds of thousands of cases of sickness and 158 deaths due to the 

epidemic of haemorrhagic dengue, 

(a) Dengue epidemic 1977-1988 

In 1977 a dengue epidemic broke out. There were no records of the 

occurrence of this disease in Cuba after 1944, when a minor outbreak was 

reported in the Vedado district of Havana. 

In the course of the epidemic 477,440 cases were reported. The aftermath 

of the epidemic continued durinq 1978 with 1,497 cases. 

The evolution of the epidemic was characterized as explosive, spreadinq 

rapidly to all provinces throughout the country. 

The provinces most affected were Santiago de Cuba, Ciudad Habana and 

Villa Clara. 

The epidemiological situation concerning dengue prior to 1977 continued 

to be favourable for a long time, as is confirmed by the serological studies 

conducted by Doctor Pedro Mas Lago and other writers, which demonstrated the 

absence of antibodies to dengue 2 in persons under 45 years of age (6), in 

other words, for at least 45 years before the investigation, no major 

outbreaks of dengue had occurred in Cuba. 

The above facts allow us to reach the conclusion that the epidemics of 

dengue in Cuba might have been caused by the introduction of the virus. 

Moreover, the epidemic of dengue that occurred in 1977-1988 was not related to 

the epidemic in 1981. This conclusion is based, in the first place, on the 

difference in the type of virus which caused the epidemics, as well as on the 

interval of time of almost three years between the two epidemics, during which 

the virus was not in circulation (the fact that there were no cases) and could 

not be preserved in nature (the fact that there was no natural host). 
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(b) Haemorrhagic dengue epidemic in Cuba in 1981 

There being previous instances in Cuba of a dengue epidemic (serotype 

(1)), which affected the entire country, a new epidemic was introduced which 

has been established as breaking out at the end of May. The initial diagnosis 

made was unspecified nephrosonephritis for mild cases and meningococia for 

serious ones. Epidemiological research revealed the existence of a hew 

episode of dengue whose characteristics and the serious clinical pattern 

corresponded to a new serotype. Virological studies confirmed that the 

offender was dengue serotype 2, which had been deliberately introduced 

intentionally into the country. This was proved in studies conducted for this 

purpose and which showed that the probable date of introduction was February 

and March, in the municipality of Boyeras.. 

The epidemic was characterized by its rapid dissemination. Within a 

short time it affected the entire country, resulting in a total of 344,203 

cases and in a rate per thousand inhabitants, by age groups, of 24.1 for 

children under one year of age; 24.5 for children from one to four years 

old-, 25.8 for children from five to 14 years old and 28.6 for persons 15 

years of age and over. 

33.7 per cent of the cases required hospitalization, giving a total of 

116,143 admissions, of which 9,203 cases were recorded as serious and 1,109 

cases as extremely serious. 

The epidemic cost the country 158 lives, of which 101 were children under 

15 years of age and 57 persons of 15 years of age and over. 

A careful study and analysis of the aspects related to the emergence and 

evolution of the epidemic established that there was no logical explanation 

for many of these aspects from the viewpoint of the natural course of an 

epidemic process. In the first place, prior to the emergence of the disease 

in Cuba, there had been no outbreaks of epidemics caused by virus 2 in any 

country in the world. 

In the normal course of events, the disease caused by virus 4 could have 

been expected to occur in Cuba since at that time, it was spreading through a 

number of Caribbean islands. The possible importation of the disease from a 

natural focal point in the south east Asian countries was ruled out. We note 

that prior to 1977 there had been no dengue epidemic in Cuba for a very long 

time, since the last outbreak (20 cases) occurred in 1944, while in the period 

between 1944 and 1977 neighbouring countries recorded dengue epidemics 

(Puerto Rico, 1963 and 1968; Santo Domingo 1971 and 1972; Haiti 1968, 1969, 
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1971 and 1972; Colombia 1971 and 1972; Trinidad and much of the Caribbean 

region 1971). The above indicate that the importation of the virus on Cuban 

territory is not a normal occurence, despite the existence in Cuba of factors 

facilitating, if the virus were introduced, the spread of the epidemic (the 

sensibility of the population and the large numbers of the carrier). Nor is 

there a satisfactory logical explanation of the fact that in the last 

five years two major epidemics of dengue have occurred in Cuba whereas this 

disease did not occur for numerous decades, 

(c) Epidemic haemorrhagic conjunctivitis 

This disease was reported on our continent on 20 August 1981 in Suriname 

although it had already been present in that country for some months. On 

29 August, the Pan American Office reported for the first time, in addition to 

Suriname, similar outbreaks in Honduras and the northern coast of Colombia. 

Although there were no records of exchanges with those countries, the first 

cases of this disease were reported in our country on 3 September in hospitals 

in Ciudad de Habana. Four days later the epidemic was seen to be spreading 

rapidly, reaching nine provinces and the special municipality of the Isla de 

la Juventud (Provincia Habana, Ciudad Habana, Matanzas, Villa Clara, 

Cienfuegos, Sancti Spiritus, Camaguey, Granma, Santiago de Cuba), affecting 

the entire country on 15 September 1981 when cases began to be reported in the 

province of Guantanamo. 

Epizootiological situation 

Under this heading attention is confined to fundamental aspects of 

epizootiological problems with exotic causes. 

African swine fever 

It was detected in Cuba for the first time in May 1971 in a fattening 

unit in the province of La Habana. It spread rapidly from this source through 

Provincia Habana and Ciudad Habana. In all 33 outbreaks affecting 

32,524 animals were detected, 15 in Ciudad Habana and 18 in Provincia Habana. 

To control and eradicate the epizootic disease, it was necessary to 

evacuate the pigs from the two provinces affected, which had a pig population 

of over 460,000 and to establish severe anti-epizootic measures. 

These actions resulted in heavy losses in this sector of our economy. 

Subsequently, it was learnt that the introduction of this disease on the 

national territory was due to enemy activity. 
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Despite the measures taken in Cuba and closely following the course of 

this disease in a number of countries, the outbreaks of this disease in 1978 

in Brazil, Haiti and the Dominican Republic caused a state of health alert to 

be decreed at the national level. The disease reappeared in Cuba in 1980 in 

the most eastern province (Guantanamo). The initial outbreak occurred in the 

municipality of Baracoa and when it had been detected, a state of health 

emergency was decreed for the entire country. 

From this initial outbreak, the disease spread throughout the province 

with 27 outbreaks confirmed in 10 centres located in 9 of the 10 

municipalities of the province. Before the measures had time to become 

effective, the disease spread to the province of Santiago de Cuba, where four 

of the nine municipalities were affected with 15 confirmed outbreaks, reaching 

the Province of Hooguin where four outbreaks were detected in 4 out of the 14 

municipalities of the province. 

Total losses amounted to 250,000 pigs and the evacuation of the pig 

population of large areas. 

The rapidity and effectiveness of the measures taken including the 

evacuation of the total pig population from the centres of infection and the 

surrounding areas prevented the epizootic outbreak from spreading to the other 

provinces of the country. 

The epizootiological studies conducted ruled out the possibility of its 

introduction by the foodstuffs bought by Haitian emigrants arriving in our 

country. During these studies, migratory birds were captured in whose tissue 

and entrails the African swine fever virus was isolated. Two of the captured 

birds were ringed with seals bearing the inscription "Advise bird ban" of 

Washington, USA and a serial number. 

Apparent lumpy skin disease in cattle 

Not previously recorded in our country or reported in the Caribbean area, 

South America and North America. An epizootic outbreak was detected early in 

August 1981 in the province of Villa Clara, starting in the municipality of 

Placetas. The main feature of this benign cattle disease, occurring mainly in 

South Africa, was one that it spread rapidly, covering the entire national 

territory in a short time. 

Epiphytotic situation 

Under this heading attention will be confined to a number of the diseases 

that have affected our crops in recent years and whose exotic character make 

them of special interest in the present report. 
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Cane rust 

This is a disease which can have serious economic consequences when there 

are highly susceptible varieties such as the B-4362. Its agent is the fungus 

Puccina melanocephala, highly contagious in climates such as ours. 

This fungus appeared in a virulent form in the 1979-1980 sugar cane crop 

and adversely affected our sugar cane harvest. It should be noted that 

although this fungus affects other areas of the Caribbean and there is the 

possibility that its spores were conveyed by the air currents, it should be 

stressed that it was extremely virulent and that its appearance and 

propagation do not correspond to the logical course of the air currents. 

Besides this, there is the circumstance that the most productive variety of 

sugar cane in the country was susceptible to rust. 

Blue mould 

This disease is characterized by its pathogenic aggressivity, rapid 

dissemination and the considerable damage it does to crops. It is caused by 

the fungus Peronospora tabacina and its principal means of propaqation are the 

wind, the use of infected seed, farm implements, men and animals. Once the 

fungus is established, the residue of crops infected by it serve as a source 

of primary infection for seed beds and future harvests. 

This disease had not occurred in our country for 20 years. Consequently, 

when it appeared it destroyed virtually all our crops. Its behaviour and 

virulence leads us to suspect that it is a type of Peronospora different from 

the one we know. 

The diseases which had severe repercussions on our crops include Segata 

del arroz causing considerable losses at a time when the production of rice 

was beginning to meet our needs. 

Other diseases unknown in Cuba have been detected in recent years, such 

as Carbon de la cafia (affecting sugar cane), Ceratositis fimbriata, (a fungus 

which attacks coffee), the fungus causing the disease Banda Roja (Red band) 

which attacks pine groves, etc. 

An assessment of the diseases occurring in Cuba in the period 1971-1981 

leads to the conclusion that the epidemic, epizootic and epiphytotic diseases 

point to the possibility of a large range of aetiological agents that are able 

to be used as part of a biological attack, in the same way as the methods 

employed. 
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The foregoing signifies that, in certain cases, by studying the 

particularities of the propagation of non-serious diseases (mechanism of 

propagation of the aetiological agent and the dynamics of the infectious 

process) one can forecast with some degree of probability the development of 

an epidemic, epizootic or epiphytotic process for other agents of serious 

diseases during a natural process and to a greater extent by artificial 

(intentional) introduction. 

The infections that occurred in Cuba comprise: 

1. Diseases of man, animals and economic crops; 

2. Infectious diseases, transmitted directly or by vectors; 

3. Methods of use utilizing vectors and probably aerosols. 
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COPY OF "LA CONSTITUCION DE LA REPUBLICA DE CUBA," 
EDITORA POLITICA, HAVANA, 1981 



PREAMBLE 

WE, CUBAN CITIZENS, 

heirs and continuators of the creative work and the 
traditions of combativity, firmness, heroism and sacrifice 
fostered by our ancestors: 

by the Indians who preferred extermination to sub
mission; 

by the slaves who rebelled against their masters; 
by those who awoke the national consciousness and 

the ardent Cuban desire for an independent homeland 
and liberty; v. 

by the patriots who in 1868 launched the wars of 
independence against Spanish colonialism and those who 
In the last Irive of 1895 brought them to the victory of 
1898, victory usurped by the military intervention and 
occupation of Yankee imperialism; 

by the workers, peasants, students and intellectuals 
who struggled for over fifty years against imperialist 
domination, political corruption, the absence of people's 
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rights and liberties, unemployment and exploitation by 
capitalists and landowners; 

by those who promoted, joined and developed the 
first organizations of workers and peasants, spread so
cialist ideas and founded the first Marxist and Marxist-
Leninist movements; 

by the members of the vanguard of the generation 
of the centenary of the birth of Marti who imbued with 
his teachings, led us to the people's revolutionary victory 
of January; 

by those who defended the Revolution at the cost 
of their lives, thus contributing to its definitive con
solidation; 

GUIDED 

by the victorious doctrine of Marxism-Leninism; 

BASING OURSELVES 

on proletarian internationalism,.on the. fraternal friend- , 
ship, help and cooperation of the Soviet Union and otber. 1 
socialist countries, and on the solidarity of the workers j 
and the peoples'of Latin'America and of the world; ' 1 

AND HAVING DECIDED 

to carry forward the triumphant Revolution of the 
Moncada and of the Granma, of the Sierra and of Giron 
under the leadership of Fidel Castro, which sustained! 
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by the closest unity of all revolutionary forces and of 
the people won full national independence, established 
the revolutionary power, carried out democratic changes, 
started the construction of. socialism and, under the 
direction of the Communist Party, continues said cons
truction with the objective of building communist society; 

AWARE 

that all the regimes of the exploitation of man by man 
cause the humiliation of the exploited and the degrada
tion of the human nature of the exploiters; 

that only under socialism and communism, when man 
has been freed from all forms of exploitation —slavery, 
servitude and capitalism—can full dignity of the human 
being be attained; and 

that our Revolution uplifted the dignity of the country 
and of Cubans; • 

I 

WE DECLARE 

our will that the law of laws of the Republic be guided 
by the following strong desire of Jose Marti, at last 
achieved: 

I want the fundamental law of our republic to be 
the tribute of Cubans to the full dignity of man; 

AND ADOPT 

by means of our free vote in a referendum, the following: 

i" 



CONSTITUTION 

CHAPTER I 

POLITICAL, SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC 
PRINCIPLES OF THE STATE 

ARTICLE 1. The Republic of Cuba is a socialist state 
of workers and peasants and all other manual and intel
lectual workers. 

ARTICLE 2. The national symbols are those which 
have presided for over one hundred years in the Cuban 
struggles for independence, the rights of the people and| 
social progress: j 

the flag of the lone star; ! 
the anthemn of Bayamo; 
the coat of arms of the royal palm 

ARTICLE 3. The capital of the Republic is the city of 
Havana. 

ARTICLE 4. In the Republic of Cuba all the power 
belongs to the working people who exercise it either 
directly or through the assemblies of People's Power and 
other organs of the state which derive their authority 
from these assemblies. 

The power of the working people is sustained by the 
firm alliance of the working class with the peasants and 

^ the remaining strata of urban and rural workers, under 
- ^ the direction of the working class. 

f ARTICLE 5. The Communist Party of Cuba, the organ
ized Marxist-Leninist vanguard of the working class, is 
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the highest leading force of the society and of the state, 
which organizes and guides the common effort toward 
the goals of the construction of socialism and the pro
gress toward a communist society. 

ARTICLE 6. The Young Communist League, the or
ganization of the vanguard youth, under the direction of 
the Party, works to prepare its members as future mem
bers of the Party and contributes to the education of the 
new generations along the ideals of communism, by 
means of their participation in a program of studies and 
in patriotic, labor, military, scientific and cultural ac
tivities. 

ARTICLE 7. The Cuban socialist state recognizes, 
protects and stimulates the social and mass organizations, 
such as the Central Organization of Cuban Trade Unions, 
which is made up of the key class in our society; the 
Committees for the Defense of the Revolution, the Feder- ' 
ation of Cuban Women; the National Association of * 
Small Farmers, the Federation of University Students; 
the Federation of Secondary Education Students, the 
Union of Pioneers of Cuba; and other which, having risen 
from the historic process of struggles of our people, 
gather, in their midst the various sectors of the popula
tion, represent specific interests of the same and incor
porate them to the tasks of the edification, consolidation 
and defense of the socialist society. 

In its activities the state relies on the social and 
•Ifmass organizations, which, in addition, directly fulfill the 

state functions that are intended to be assumed by the 
same according to the Constitution and the law. 

ARTICLE 8. The socialist state: 

a) carries out the will of the working people and 
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—channels the efforts of the nation in the cons-1 

truction of socialism; 

—maintains and defends the integrity and the 
sovereignty of the country; 

—guarantees the liberty and the full dignity of 
man, the enjoyment of his rights, the exercise 
and fulfillment of his duties and the integral 
development of his personality; 

—consolidates the ideology and the rules of living 
together and of conduct proper of a society free 
from the exploitation of man by man: 

—protects the constructive work of the people 
and the property and riches of the socialist! 
nation; j 

—directs in a planned way the national economy; 
—assures the educational, scientific, technical and 

cultural progress of the country; 
b) as the power of the people and for the pleople, 

guarantees. 
—that every man. or woman, who is able to work, 

have the opportunity to have a job with which 
to contribute to the good of society and to the 
satisfaction of individual needs; j 

—that no disabled person be left without adequate j 
means of subsistence; ! 

—that no sick person be left without medical care; i 
—that no child be left without schooling, food 

and clothing; 
—that no young person be left without the op

portunity to study; 
—that no one be left without access to studies, 

culture and sports; 

c) works to achieve that no family be left without 
a comfortable place to live. 

ARTICLE 9. The Constitution and the laws of the 
socialist state are the juridical expression of the socialist 
production relations and of the interests and the will of 
the working people. 

All state organs, their leaders, officials and employees 
function within the limits of their respective competency 
and are under the obligation to strictly observe socialist 
legality and to look after the respect of the same within 
the whole context of society. 

ARTICLE 10. The Cuban socialist state exercises its 
sovereignty: 

a) over the entire national territory, which consists of 
the island of Cuba, the Isle of Youth and all other 
adjacent islands and keys, internal waters; over 
the territorial waters in the extension prescribed ( 

by law; and over the air space corresponding to <-" 
the above;" ' 

b) over the natural resources, flora and fauna on and 
under the ocean floor and those in waters adjacent 
to our territorial waters, as stipulated by law, in 
keeping with international practice. 

The Republic of Cuba rejects and considers illegal and 
null all treaties, pacts and concessions which were signed 

* Modified by the reform of the Constitution law 28 June 1978 Ap
pears in the original text: 
a) over the entire national territory, which consists of the island 

of Cuba, the Isle of Pines and all other adjacent islands and 
keys, internal waters; over the territorial waters in the ex
tension prescribed by law; and over the air space correspond
ing to the above; 
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in conditions of inequality, or which disregard or diminish 
its sovereignty over any part of the national territory. 

ARTICLE 11. The Republic of Cuba is part of the world 
socialist community, which constitutes a fundamental prê -
mise for its full independence and development. 

ARTICLE 12. The Republic of Cuba espouses the 
principles of proletarian internationalism and of the com
bative solidarity of the peoples, and 

a) condemns imperialism, the promoter and sup
porter of all fascist, colonialist, neocolonialist and 
racist manifestations, as the main force of ag
gression and of war, and the worst enemy of the 
peoples; 

b) condemns imperialist intervention, whether direct 
or indirect, in the internal and external affairs of 
any state; and, therefore, armed aggression and 
economic blockade, as well as any other form of 
economic coercion and of interference with or 
threat to the Integrity of the states and to the 
political, economic and cultural elements of the 
nations; 

c) considers wars of aggression and of conquest 
international crimes; recognizes the legitimacy of 
the wars of national liberation, as well as of armed 
resistance to aggression and conquest; and con
siders that its help to those under attack and to 
the peoples that struggle for their liberation cons
titutes its internationalist right and duty; 

d) recognizes the right of the peoples to repel 
imperialist and reactionary violence with revolu
tionary violence and to struggle by all means 
within their reach for the right to determine freely 
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their own destiny and the economic and sdciai 
system in which they choose to live in; 

e) works for an honorable and lasting peace, based 
on- respect for the independence and sovereignty 
of the peoples and on their right to self-deter
mination; 

f) establishes its international relations on the 
principles of equality of rights, sovereignty and 
independence of the states and on mutual interest; 

g) bases its relations with the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics and with other socialist coun
tries on socialist internationalism, and on the com
mon objectives of the construction of the new 
society, fraternal friendship, cooperation and mutual 
assistance; 

h) aspires to establish along with the countries of 
Latin America and of the Caribbean—freed from , 
foreign domination and internal oppression— one & 
large community of nations joined by the fraternal i 
ties of historical tradition and the common strug
gle against colonialism, neocolonialism and impe
rialism, in the same desire to foster national and 
social progress; 

i) develops fraternal relations and relations of col
laboration with the countries that uphold anti-
imperialist and progressive positions; 

j) maintains friendly relations with those countries 
which—although having a different political, social 
and economic system—respect its sovereignty, 
observe the rules of coexistence among states and 
the principles of mutual conveniences, and adopt 
an attitude of reciprocity with our country; 
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k) determines its affiliation with international agencies' 
and its participation in international conferences 
and meetings, bearing in mind the interests of 
peace and of socialism; of the liberation of the 
peoples; of the progress of science, technology 
and culture; of international exchange; and the 
respect for our country's own national rights. 

ARTICLE 13. The Republic of Cuba grants asylum to 
those who are persecuted because of the struggle for 
the democratic rights of the majorities; for national 
liberation; against imperialism, fascism, colonialism and 
neocolonialism; for the abolition of racial discrimination; 
for the rights of workers, peasants and students and 

1 the redress of their grievances; for their progressive 
political, scientific, artistic and literary activities; for 
socialism and peace. 

ARTICLE 14. In the Republic of Cuba rules the so
cialist system of economy based on the people's socialist 
ownership of the means of production and on the abolition 
of the exploitation of man by man. 

ARTICLE 15. The socialist state property, which is 
the property of the entire people, becomes irreversibly 
established over the lands that do not belong to small 
farmers or to cooperatives formed by the same; over the 
subsoil, mines, the natural resources and flora and fauna 
in the marine area over which it has jurisdiction, woods, 
waters, means of communication; over the sugar mills, 
factories, chief means of transportation; and over all those 
enterprises, banks, installations and properties that have 
been nationalized and expropriated from the imperialist, 
the landholders and the bourgeoisie; as well as over the 
people's farms, factories, enterprises and economic, so-
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cial, cultural and sports facilities built, fostered or pur
chased by the state and those which will be built, fostered 
or purchased by the state in the future. 

ARTICLE 16. The state organizes, directs and controls 
the economic life of the nation in accordance with the 
central plan of socieconomic development in whose elab
oration and execution the workers of all the branches of 
the economy and of the other spheres of social life have 
an active and conscious participation. 

The development of the economy serves the purpose 
of strengthening the socialist system; of increasingly 
satisfyin the material and cultural needs of the society 
and of the citizens; of promoting the flowering of the 
human personality and of its dignity; and serves the pro
gress and the security of the country; and the national 
capacity to fulfill the internationalist duties of our people. 

ARTICLE 17. The state organizes enterprises and other i 
economic entities for the administration of the socialist -^ 
property of the entire people. ' 

The structure, powers and functions of the state enter
prises and economic entities of production and of services 
and"the system of their relations are prescribed by law. 

ARTICLE 18. Foreign trade is the exclusive function 
of the state. The law determines the state institutions 
and officials authorized to establish foreign trade enter
prises and to standardize and regulate export and import 
transactions; and those invested with legal power to sign 
commercial agreements. 

ARTICLE 19. In the Republic of Cuba rules the socialist 
principle of «from each according to his ability, to each 
according to his work». 
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The law establishes the regulations which guarantee 
the effective fulfillment of this principle. 

ARTICLE 20. The state recognizes the right of small 
farmers to own their lands and other means and imple
ments of production, according to what the law stipulates. 

Small farmers have the right to group themselves, in 
I the way and following the requirements prescribed by law 
I both for the purpose of agricultural production and for 

obtaining state loans and services. 

The establishment of agricultural cooperatives in the 
instances and ways prescribed by law is authorized. 
Ownership of the cooperatives constitutes a form of 
collective ownership on the part of the peasants in those 
cooperatives. 
. The state supports the cooperative production of small 

farmers as well as individual production which contribute 
to the growth of the national economy. 

The state fosters, the participation of small farmers, 
freely and voluntarily, in state projects and. units of 
agricultural production. 

ARTICLE 21. Small farmers have the right to sell 
their land with the previous authorization of the state 
agencies, as prescribed by law. In all cases, the state 
has preferential right to the purchase of the land while 
paying a fair price. 

Land leases, share cropping, mortgages and all other 
forms which entail a lien on the land or partial cession 
to private individuals of the rights and title to the land 
which is the property of the small farmers are all 
prohibited. 

-p, ARTICLE 22. The state guarantees the right to personal 
^" ownership of earnings and savings derived from one's 
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own work, of the dwelling to which one has legal title 
and of the other possessions and objects which serve to 
satisfy one's material and cultural needs. 

Likewise, the state guarantees the right of citizens 
to ownership of their personal or family work tools, as 
long as these tools are not employed in exploiting the 
work of others. 

ARTICLE 23. The state recognizes the right of political, 
social and mass organizations to ownership of the goods 
intended for the fulfillment of their objectives. 

ARTICLE 24. The law regulates the right of citizens 
to inherit legal title to a place of residence and to other 
personal goods and chattels. 

The land owned by a small farmer may only be in
herited by the heirs who are personally involved in its 
cultivation, save for the exceptions prescribed by law. 

With regard to goods which are part of cooperatives, i 
the law prescribes the conditions under which said goods a 

may be inherited. 

ARTICLE 25. The expropriation of property for reasons 
of public benefit.or social interest and with.due compen
sation is authorized. 

The. law establishes the method for the expropriation 
and the bases on which the need for and usefulness of 
this action is to be determined as well as the form of 
compensation, taking into account the interest and the 
economic and social needs of the person whose property 
has been expropriated. 

ARTICLE 26. Anybody who suffers damages, or in
juries unjustly caused by a state official or employee 
while in the performance of his public functions has the 
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right to claim and obtain the corresponding indemnifica
tion as prescribed by law. 

ARTICLE 27. To ensure the well-being of citizens, the 
state and society are the protectors of nature. It falls 
within the jurisdiction of the legally qualified agencies 
and of each and every citizen, to watch over the clean
liness of the waters and of the air, and to protect the 
soil, flora and fauna. 

CHAPTER II 

CITIZENSHIP 

or 
ARTICLE 28. Cuban citizenship is acquired by birth 

through naturalization. 

ARTICLE 29. Cuban citizens by birth are: 
a) those born in our territory, with the exception of 

the children of foreign persons at the service of 
their government or international organizations; 

, b) those.born abroad,, one of. whose parents at. least 
is Cuban and on an official mission;... 

cj those born abroad, one of whose parents at least 
..is Cuban, who. have complied with, the formalities 

stipulated by law; 
d) those born outside our territory, one of whose 

parents at least is Cuban, and who have lost their 
citizenship, provided they apply for Cuban citizen
ship according to the procedures stated by law; 

e) foreigners who, by virtue of their exceptional merits 
won in the struggles for Cuba's liberation, were 
considered Cuban citizens by birth. 
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ARTICLE 30. Cuban citizens by naturalization are: 
a) those foreigners who acquire Cuban citizenship 

in accordance with the regulations established by 
•law; 

b) those who contributed to the armed struggle 
against the tyranny overthrown on January 1, 1959, 
provided they show proof of this in the legal es
tablished form and; 

c) those who having been arbitrarily deprived of their 
citizenship of origin, obtain Cuban citizenship by 
virtue of an express agreement of the Council of 
State. 

ARTICLE 31. Neither marriage nor its dissolution af
fect the citizenship status of either of the spouses or 
their children. 

ARTICLE 32. Cuban citizenship is lost by: 
a) those who become citizents of another country; 
b) those who without the Government's permission 

serve another nation in military functions or in 
posts entailing authority or jurisdiction; 

c) those who on foreign-territory conspire or act in 
any way against the people of Cuba and their 
socialist and revolutionary institutions; 

d) naturalized Cubans residing in the country where 
they were born, unless they express their desire to 
maintain Cuban citizenship to the corresponding 
consular authority every three years; 

e) naturalized citizens who accept double citizenship. 
The law may determine crimes and causes of unbe

coming behavior that may lead to the loss of citizenship 
by naturalization through a nonappealable judment by a 
court. 
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The formalization of the loss of citizenship by the i The state guarantees, through adequate legal means, 
reason stated in clauses b) and c) is made effective by a the determination and recognition of paternity, 
decree issued by the Council of State. 

ARTICLE 33. Cuban citizenship may be regained in 
those cases and ways specified by the law. 

CHAPTER 111 

THE FAMILY 

ARTICLE 34. The state protects the family, moth
erhood and matrimony. 

ARTICLE 35. Marriage is the voluntarily established 
union between a man and a woman, who are legally fit 
:to marry, in order to live together. It is based on full 
jequality of right and duties for the partners, who must 
isee to the support of the home and the integral education 
lot their children through a joint effort compatible with 
ithe social activities of both. 
' The law regulates the formalization, recognition and 
dissolution of marriage and the rights and obligation.' 
ideriving from such acts. 
i 

ARTICLE 36. All children have the same rights, re-
Igardless of being born in or out of wedlock. 

Any qualification concerning the nature of the rela
tionship is abolished. 

No statement shall be made either with regard to the 
difference in birth or the civil status of the parents in 

;the registration of the children's birth of in any other 
;documents that mention parenthood. 
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ARTICLE 37. The parents have the duty to provide 
nourishment for their children; to help them' to defend 
their legitimate interests and in the realization of their 
just aspirations; and to contribute actively to their edu
cation and integral development as useful well-prepared 
citizens for life in a socialist society. 

It is the children's duty, in turn, to respect and help 
their parents. 

CHAPTER IV 

EDUCATION AND CULTURE 

ARTICLE 38. The state orients foments and promotes 
education, culture and science in all their manifestations. 

Its educational and. cultural policy, is based on the 
following principles: 

a) the state bases its educational and cultural policy 
on the scientific world view, established and 
developed by Marxism-Leninism; 

b) education is a function of the state. Consequently, 
educational institutions belong to the state. The 
fulfillment of the educational function constitutes 
a task in which all society participates and is based 
on the conclusions and contributions made by 
science and on the closest relationship between 
study and life, work and production; 

c) the state must promote the communist education 
of the new generations and the training of children, 
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young people and adults for social life. In order 
to make this principle a reality, general education 
and specialized scientific, technical or artistic edu
cation are combined with work, development re
search, physical education, sports, participation in 
political and social activities and military training; 

d) education is provided free of charge. The state 
maintains a broad scholarship system for students 
and provides the workers with multiple opportu
nities to study, with a view to the universalization 
of education. The law establishes the integration 
and structure of the national system of education 
and the extent of compulsory education and de
fines the minimum level of general education that 
every citizen must acquire; 

e) artistic creativity is free as long as its content is 
not contrary to the Revolution. Forms of expres
sion of art are free; 

f) in order to raise the level of culture of the people, 
the state foments and develops artistic education, 
the vocation for creation and the cultivation and 
appreciation of art; 

g) creation and investigation in science are free. The 
state encourages and facilitates investigation and 
gives priority to that which is aimed at solving the 
problems related to the interests of the society 
and the well-being of the people; 

h) the state makes it possible for the workers to 
engage In scientific work and to contribute to the 
development of science; 

i) the state promotes, foments and develops all forms 
of physical education and sports as a means of 
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education and of contribution to the integral devel
opment of the citizens; 

j } the state sees to the conservation of the nation's 
cultural heritage and artistic and historic wealth. 
The state protects national monuments and places 
known for their natural beauty or their artistic or 
historic value; 

k) the state promotes the participation of the citizens, 
through the country's social and mass organiza
tions, in the development of its educational and 
cultural policy. 

ARTICLE 39. The education of children and young 
people in the spirit of communism is the duty of all 
society. 

The state and society give special protection to chil
dren and young people. 

It is the duty of the family, the schools, the state 
agencies and the social and mass organizations to pay 
special attention to the integral development of children 
and young people. 

CHAPTER V 

EQUALITY 

ARTICLE 40. All citizens have equal rights and are 
subject to equal duties. 

ARTICLE 41. Discrimination because of race, color, 
sex or national origin is forbidden and wil l be punished 
by law. 



the institutions of the state educate everyone from 
the earliest possible age, in the principle of equality 
among human beings. 

ARTICLE 42. The state consecrates the right achieved 
by the Revolution that all citizens, regardless of race, 
color or national origin: 

—have access, in keeping with their merits and 
abilities, to all positions and state and adminis
trative jobs and of production and services; 

—can reach any rank of the Revolutionary Armed 
Forces and of Security and internal order, in keep
ing with their merits and abilities; 

—be given equal pay for equal work; 
—have a right to education at all national educational 

institutions, ranging from elementary schools to 
the universities, which are the same for all; be 
given medical care in all medical institutions; 

—live in any sector, zone or area and stay in any 
hotel; 

—be served at all restaurants and other public 
service establishments; 

—use, without any separations, all means of trans
portation by sea, land and air; 

—enjoy the same resorts, beaches, parks, social 
centers and other centers of culture, sports, 
recreation and rest. 

ARTICLE 43. Women have the same rights as men in 
ithe economic, political and social fields as well as in the 
j family. 

In order to assure the exercise of these rights and 
especially the incorporation of women into socially or
ganized work, the state sees to it that they are given 
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jobs in keepihg with their physical makeUd; they a>e giverl 
paid maternity leave before and after giving birth; the 
state organizes such institutions as children's day-care 
centers, semiboarding schools and boarding schools; and 
it strives to create all the conditions which help to make 
real the principle of equality. 

CHAPTER VI 

FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS, DUTIES 
AND GUARANTEES 

ARTICLE 44. Work in a socialist society is a right and 
duty and a source of pride for every citizen. 

Work is remunerated according to its quality and 
quantity; when it is provided, the needs of the economy 
and of society, the decision of the worker and his skill 
and ability are taken into account; this is guaranteed by 
the socialist economic system, that facilitates social and 
economic development, without crises, an has thus elim
inated unemployment and the dead season. 

Nonpaid, voluntary work carried out for the benefit 
of all society in industrial, agricultural, technical, artistic 
and service artivities is recognized as playing an im
portant role in the formation of our people's communist 
awareness. 

Every worker has the duty to faithfully carry out tasks 
corresponding to him at his job. 

ARTICLE 45. All those who work have the right to 
rest, which is guaranteed by the eight-hour work day, a 
weekly rest period and annual paid vacations. 
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The state contributes to the development or vacation 
plans and facilities. 

ARTICLE 46. By means of the Social Security System 
the state assures adequate protection to every worker 
who is unable to work because of age, illness or disability. 

If the worker dies this protection will be extended to 
his family. 

ARTICLE 47. The state protects by means of social 
aid senior citizens lacking financial resources or anyone 
to take them in or care for them and anyone who is 
unable to work and has no relatives who can help him. 

ARTICLE 48. The state guarantees the right to protec
tion, safety and hygiene on the job by means of the adop
tion of adequate measures for the prevention of accidents 
at work and occupational diseases. 

He who suffers an accident on the job or is affected 
by an occupational disease has the right to medical care 
and to compensation or retirement in those cases in 
which temporary or permanent work disability ensues. 

ARTICLE 49. Everybody has the right to health protec
tion and care. The state guarantees this right: 

—by providing free medical and hospital care by 
means of the installations of the rural medical 
service network, polyclinics, hospitals, preventive 
and specialized treatment centers; 

—by providing free dental care; 
—by promoting the health publicity campaigns, 

health education, regular medical examinations, 
general vaccinations and other measures to pre
vent the outbreak of disease. All the population 

cooperates in these activities and plans through 
the social and mass organizations, 

ARTICLE 50. Everyone has the right to an education. 
This right is guaranteed by the free and widespread 
system of schools, semiboarding and boarding schools 
and scholarships of all kinds and all levels of education, 
and because of the fact that all educational material is 

; provided free of charge, which gives all children and 
j young people, regardless of their family's economic 
I position, the opportunity to study in keeping with their 

ability, social demands and the needs of socioeconomic 
development. 

Adults are also guaranteed this right and education for 
them is free of charge with the specific facilities regulated 
by law, by means of, the adult education program, tech
nical and vocational education, training courses in state 
agencies and enterprises and the advanced courses for 
workers. 

ARTICLE 51. Everyone has the right to physical educa
tion, sports and recreation. 

Enjoyment of this right is assured by including the 
teaching and practice of physical education and sports in 
the curricula of the national educational system; and by 
the broad nature of the instruction and means placed at 
the service of the people, which makes possible the 
practice of sports and recreation on a mass basis. 

ARTICLE 52. Citizens have freedom of speech and of 
the press in keeping with the objectives of socialist 
society. Material conditions for the exercise of that right 
are provided by the fact that the press, radio, television, 
movies, and other organs of the mass media are state 
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or social property and can never be private property. This 
assures their use at the exclusive service of the working 
people and in the interests of society. 

The law regulates the exercise of these freedoms. 

ARTICLE 53. The rights to assembly, demonstration 
and association are exercised by workers, both manual 
and intellectual, peasants, women, students and other 
sectors of the working people, and they have the neces
sary means for this. The social and mass organizations 
have all the facilities they need to carry out those ac
tivities in which the members have full freedom of speech 
and opinion based on the unlimited right of initiative and 
criticism. 

ARTICLE 54. The socialist state, which bases its activity 
and educates the people in the scientific materialist con
cept of the universe, recognizes and guarantees freedom 
of conscience and the right of everyone to profess any 
religious belief and to practice, within the framework of 
respect for the law, the belief of his preference. 

The law regulates the activities of religious insti
tutions. 

It is illegal and punishable by law to oppose one's faith 
or religious belief to Revolution, education or the ful
fillment of the duty to work, defend the homeland with 
arms, show reverence for its symbols and other duties 
established by the Constitution. 

ARTICLE 55. The home is inviolable. Nobody can 
enter the home of another against his wil l , except in 
those cases foreseen by law. 

ARTICLE 56. Mail is inviolable. It can only be seized, 
opened and examined in cases prescribed by law. Secrecy 
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is maintained on matters other than those which led to 
the examination. 

The same principle is to be applied in the case of 
cable, telegraph and telephone communication. 

ARTICLE 57. Freedom and inviolability of persons is 
assured to all those who live in the country. 

Nobody can be arrested, except in the manner, with 
the guarantees and in the cases indicated by law. 

The person who has been arrested or the prisoner is 
inviolable in his personal integrity. 

ARTICLE 58. Nobody can be tried or sentenced except 
by the competent tribunal by virtue of laws which existed 
prior to the crime and with the formalities and guarantees 
that the laws establish. 

Every acussed person has the right to a defense. 
No violence or pressure of any kind can be used 

against people to force them to testify. 
All statements obtained in violation of the above pre

cept are null and void and those responsible for the 
violation will be punished as outlined by law. 

ARTICLE 59. Confiscation of property is only applied 
as a punishment by the authorities in the cases and by 
the methods determined by law. 

ARTICLE 60. Penal laws are retroactive when they 
benefit the accused or person who has been sentenced. 
Other laws are not retroactive unless the contrary is 
decided for reasons of social interest or because it is 
useful for public purposes. 

ARTICLE 61. None of the freedoms which are recog
nized for citizens can be exercised contrary to what is 
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established in the Constitution and the law, or contrary id 
to the existence and objectives of the socialist state, or vv 
contrary to the decision of the Cuban people to build 
socialism and communism. Violations of this principle can 
be punished by law. 

ARTICLE 62. Every citizen has the right to file com
plaints with and send petitions to the authorities and to 
be given the pertinent response or attention within a 
reasonable length of time, in keeping with the law. 

ARTICLE 63. Every citizen has the duty of caring for; 
public and social property, accepting work discipline, res-| 
pecting the rights of others, observing standards of so 
cialist living and fulfilling civic and social duties. 

ARTICLE 64. Defense of the socialist homeland is the 
greatest honor and the supreme duty of every Cuban 

i citizen. 
The law regulates the military service which Cubans 

must do. 
Treason against one's country is the most serious of 

crimes; those who commit it are subject to the most 
severe penalties. 

ARTICLE 65. Strict fulfillment of the Constitution and 
the laws is an inexcusable duty of all. 

CHAPTER VII 

PRINCIPLES OF ORGANIZATION AND 
FUNCTIONING OF THE STATE ORGANS 

ARTICLE 66. State organs are set up, function and 
carry out their activity based on the principles of socialist 

nocracy, unity of power and democratic centralism, 
ich are manifested in the following forms:. 

a) all organs of People's Power, its executive or
gans and all the courts are formed by members 
who are elected and subject to recall at regular 
intervals; 

b) the masses control the activity of the state agen
cies, their deputies, delegates and officials; • 

c) those elected must render an account of their 
work to their electors and the latter have the right 
to revoke the former when they are not worthy 
of the trust placed in them; 

d) every state organ develops in a far-reaching man
ner within its jurisdiction, initiatives aimed at tak
ing advantage of the resources and possibilities 
which exist on a local level and to include the , 
social and mass organizations in their work; ^ 

e) decisions of superior state organs are compulsory i 
for Inferior ones; 

f) inferior state organs are : responsible to superior 
ones and must render accounts of their, work; 

g) in the activity of local administrative and execu
tive organs there is a system of double subordina
tion: subordination to the corresponding organ of 
People's Power and subordination to the superior 
level which handles the administrative matters 
which are also under the jurisdiction of the local 
organ; 

h) freedom of discussion, criticism and self-criticism 
and subordination of the minority to the majority 
prevail in all collegiate state organs. 
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CHAPTER VIII 

SUPREME ORGANS OF PEOPLE'S POWER 

ARTICLE 67. The National Assembly of the People's 
Power is the supreme organ of state power and repre
sents and expresses the sovereign will of all the working 
people. 

ARTICLE 68. The National Assembly of the People's 
Power is the only organ in the Republic invested with 
constituent and legislative authority. 

ARTICLE 69. The National Assembly of the People's 
Power is composed of deputies elected by the Municipal 
Assemblies of the People's Power according to the pro
cedure and in the proportion established by law. 

ARTICLE 70. The National Assembly of People's Power 
is elected for a period of five years. 

This period can only be extended by virtue of a res
olution of the Assembly itself in the event of war or in 
the case of other exceptional circumstances that may 
impede the normal holding of elections and while such 
circumstances exist. 

ARTICLE 71. Thirty days after all the deputies to the 
National Assembly of People's Power are elected, the As
sembly meets on its own right, under the presidency of 
the oldest deputy assisted by the two youngest deputies 
acting as secretaries. 

The session includes the verification of the validity of 
the election of the deputies, the swearing in of the depu
ties and the election by the deputies of the President the 
Vice-President and Secretary of the National Assembly 
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of People's Power, who proceed to assume their posts 
immediately. 

Next, the Assembly proceeds to elect the Council of 
State. 

ARTICLE 72. The National Assembly of People's 
Power elects, from among its deputies, the Council of 
State, which consists of one President, one First Vice-
President, five Vice-Presidents, one Secretary and 23 
other- members. 

The President of the Council of State is, at the same 
time, the Head of State and Head of Government. 

The Council of State is accountable for its action to 
the National Assembly of People's Power, to which it 
must render accounts of all its activities. 

ARTICLE 73. The National Assembly of People's 
Power is invested with the following powers: 

a) deciding on reforms to the Constitution according 
to that established in Article 141; 

b) approving, modifying and annulling laws after con
sulting with the People when it is considered 
necessary in view of the nature of the law in 
question. 

c) deciding oh the constitutionality of laws, decree-
laws, decrees and all other general provisions; 

d) revoking in total or in part the decree-laws issued 
by the Council of State; 

e) discussing and approving the national plans for 
economic and social development; 

f) discussing and approving the state budget; 
g) approving the principles of the system for plan

ning and the management of the national economy; 
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h) approving the monetary and credit system; 
i) approving the general outlines of foreign and do-
" mestic policy; 

j) declaring a state of war in the event of military 
aggression and approving peace treaties; 

k) establishing and modifying the politico-adminis
trative division of the country pursuant to that 
established in Article 100; 

I) electing the President, Vice-President and Secretary 
of the National Assembly; 

m) electing the President, the First Vice-President, the 
Vice-Presidents, the Secretary, and the other mem
bers of the Council of State; 

n) appointing, at the initiative of the President of the 
Council of State, the First Vice-President, the Vice-
President and the other members of the Council 
of Ministers; 

0} electing the President, Vice-President and other 
judges of the People's Supreme Court; 

p) electing the Attorney General and the deputy at
torney generals of the Republic; 

q) appointing permanent and temporary comissions; 
r) revoking the election or appointment of those per

sons elected or appointed by it; 
s) exercising the highest supervision over the organs 

of state and government; 
t) keeping informed on, evaluating and adopting 

pertinent decisions on the reports on the rendering 
of accounts submitted by the Council of State, the 
Council of Ministers, the People's Supreme Court, 
the Office of the Attorney General of the Republic 
and the Provincial Assemblies of People's Power; 

u) revoking those provisions or decree-laws of the 
Council of State and the decrees or resolutions 
of the Council of Ministers which are contrary to 
the Constitution or the law; 

v) annulling or modifying those resolutions or pro
visions of the local organs of People's Power which 
encroach on the Constitution, the laws, the decree-
laws, the decrees and other provisions issued by 
a superior organ, or those which are detrimental 
to the interests of other localities or the general 
interests of the nation; 

w) granting amnesty; 
x) calling for the holding of a referendum in those 

cases provided by the Constitution and others 
which the Assembly considers pertinent; 

y) establishing its rules and regulations; and 

z) all other powers invested by this Constitution. 
1 

ARTICLE 74. All laws and resolutions of the National ^ 
Assembly of People's Power, barring those in relation to , 
reforms in the Constitution, are adopted by a simple 
majority vote. 

ARTICLE 75. All laws approved by the National As
sembly of People's Power go into effect on the date 
determined by those laws in each case. 

Laws, decree-laws, decrees and resolution, regulations 
and other general provisions of the national organs of the 
state are published in the Official Gazette of the Republic. 

ARTICLE 76. The National Assembly of People's 
Power holds two regular sessions a year and a special 
session when requested by one third of the membership 
or when called by the Council of State. -jrr 
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ARTICLE 77. More than half of the total number of 
deputies must be present for a session of the National 
Assembly of People's Power to be held. 

ARTICLE 78. All sessions of the National Assembly of 
People's Power are public, excepting when the Assembly 
resolves to hold a closed-door session on the grounds 
of state interests. 

ARTICLE 79. The President of the National Assembly 
of People's Power is invested with the power to; 

a) preside over the sessions of the National Assem
bly and see to it that its regulations are put into 
effect; 

b) call the regular sessions of the National Assembly; 
c) propose the draft agenda for the sessions of the 

National Assembly; 
d) sign and order the publication in the Official Gazet

te of the Republic of the laws and resolutions 
adopted by the National Assembly; 

e) organize the international relations of the National 
Assembly; 

f) conduct and organize the work of the permanent 
and temporary commissions appointed by the. Na
tional Assembly; 

g) attend the meetings of the Council of Sta ;• and 
h) all other powers assigned to him by this Consti

tution or the Assembly. 

ARTICLE 80. The status of deputy does not entail 
personal privileges or economic benefits of any kind. 

The deputies to the National Assembly of People's 
Power combine their activities as such with their duties 
and their regular everyday tasks. 

To the dxteht that their work as deputies demands, 
they are given leave without pay and receive a daily 
allowance equivalent to their salary and whatever ad
ditional expenses they may incur in the exercise of their I 
duties. 

ARTICLE 81. No deputy to the National Assembly of; 
People's Power may be arrested or placed on trial with
out the authorization of the Assembly—or the Council of 
State if the Assembly is not in session— except in the 

leases of flagrant offenses. 

ARTICLE 82. It is the duty of the deputies to the 
National Assembly of People's Power to exercise their 
duties in benefit of the people's interests, stay in contact 
with their electors, listen to their grievances, suggestions 
and criticism, explain the policy of the state to them and 
periodically render account to them of the results of their 
activities. 

Likewise, it is the deputies' duty to render account of 
their activities to the Assembly any time the Assembly 
deems it necessary. 

ARTICLE 83. The deputies to the National Assembly 
of People's Power may be recalled by their electors at 
any time in the ways and means prescribed by law. 

ARTICLE 84. The deputies to the National Assembly 
of People's Power have the right to make inquiries to the 
Council of State, the Council of Ministers or the members | 
of either and to have these inquiries answered during the 
course of the same session or at the next session. 

ARTICLE 85. It is the duty of all state organs and 
enterprises to provide all necessary cooperation to the 
deputies in the discharge of their duties. 
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ARTICLE 86. The proposal of iaws is the responsi
bility of: 

a) the deputies to the National Assembly of People's 
PoWer; 

b) the Council of State; 
c) the Council of Ministers; 
d) the commissions of the National Assembly of 

People's Power; 
e) the Central Organization of Cuban Trade Unions 

and the national offices of the other social and 
mass organizations; 

f) the People's Supreme Court, in matters related to 
the administration of justice; 

g) the Office of the Attorney General of the Republic, 
in matters within its jurisdiction; 

h) the citizens. In this case it is an indispensable 
prerequisite that the proposal be made by at least 
10 000 citizens who are eligible to vote. 

ARTICLE 87. The Council of State is the organ of 
the National Assembly of People's Power that represents 

i it in the period between sessions, puts its resolutions 
I into effect and complies with all the other duties assigned 
| by the Constitution. 
| It is collegiate and for national and international pur-
j poses it is the highest representative of the Cuban state. 

| ARTICLE 88. The council of State is invested with the 
| power to: 

a) summon special sessions of the National Assem
bly of People's Power; 

b) set the date for the elections for the periodic reno
vation of the National Assembly of People's Power; 

c) issue decree-laws in the period between the ses- j 
sions of the National Assembly of People's Power; j 

d) give existing laws a general and obligatory inter- j 
pretation whenever necessary; j 

e) exercise legislative initiative; 
f) make all the necessary arrangements for the hold

ing of referendums called for by the National As
sembly of People's Power; 

g) decree general mobilization whenever the defense 
of the country makes it necessary and assume the 
.authority to declare war in the event of agression ) 
or to approve peace treaties—duties which the I 
Constitution assigns to the National Assembly of j 
People's Power—when the Assembly is in recess j 
and cannot be called to session with the neces- ] 
sary security and urgency. j 

h) replace, at the initiative of its President, the mem- I 
bers of the Council of Ministers in the period j 
between the sessions of the National Assembly of | 
People's Power; 

„ i j issue general instructions to the courts through 
the Council of Government of the People's Su
preme Court; 

j) issue instructions to the Office of the Attorney 
General of the Republic; 

k) appoint and remove, at the initiative of its Pres
ident, the diplomatic representatives of Cuba in 
others states; 

I) grant decorations and honorary titles; 
m) name commissions; 
n) grant pardons; 
o) ratify or denounce international traties; 
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p) grant or refuse recognition to diplomatic repre
sentatives of other states; 

q) suspend those provisions of the Council of Min
isters and the resolutions and provisions of the 
Local Assemblies of People's Power which run 
counter to the Constitution or the law or which 
run counter to the interests of other localities or 
to the general interests of the country, reporting 
on this action to the National Assembly of People's 
Power in the first session held following the sus
pension agreed upon; 

r) revoke those resolutions and provisions of the 
Executive Committees of the local organs of 
People's Power which infringe the Constitution, the 
laws, the decree-laws, the decrees and other 
provisions issued by a higher organ Or when they 
are detrimental to the interests of other localities 
or to the general interests of the nation; 

s) approve its rules and regulations; 
t) it is also invested with the other powers con

ferred by the Constitution and laws or granted by 
j the National Assembly of People's Power. 

I ARTICLE 89. All the decisions of the Council of 
' State are adopted by a simple majority vote of its 
) members. 

! ARTICLE 90. The mandate entrusted to the Council 
j of State by the National Assembly of People's Power 
(expires at the time of the establishment of a new As-
! sembly by virtue of the periodic renovations of the As-
i sembly. 

j ARTICLE 91. The President of the Council of State is 
• Head of Government and is invested with the power to: 
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a) represent the state and the government and con 
duct their general policy; j 

b) organize, conduct the activities of, call for the| 
holding of and preside over the session of thej 
Council of State and the Council of Ministers; 

c) control and supervise the development of the ac-' 
tivities of the ministries and other central agencies' 
of the administration; \ 

d) assume the leadership of any ministry or central1 

agency of the administration; 
e) propose to the National Assembly of People's 

Powers, once elected by the latter, the members 
of the Council of Ministers; 

f) accept the resignation of the members of the 
Council of Ministers or propose either to the Na-j 
tional Assembly of People's Power or the Council I 
of State the replacement of any of those members 
and, in both cases, to propose the corresponding 
substitutes; 

g) receive the credentials of the heads of foreign 
diplomatic missions. This responsibility may be j 

. delegated to any of the vice-presidents of the j 
Council of State. j 

h) assume the supreme command of the Revolution-' 
ary Armed Forces; 

i) sign the decree-laws and other resolutions of the 
Council of State and arrange for their publication 
in the Official Gazette of the Republic; and 

j) assume all other duties assigned it by the Cons
titution or the Assembly. 

ARTICLE 92. In cases of the absence, illness or death 
of the President of the Council of State, the First Vice-
President assumes the Presidents's duties. 
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ARTICLE 93. The Council of Ministers is the highest-! ^ 
ranking executive and administrative organ and cons-; 
titutes the Government of the Republic. i -. 

The number, denomination and functions of the min-j r, 
istries and central agencies making up the Council of] 
Ministers are determined by law. j 

ARTICLE 94. The Council of Ministers is composed! g) 
of the Head of State and Government, as its President,; 
the First Vice-President, the Vice-Presidents, the President . , 
of the Central Planning Board, the Ministers, the Secretary 
and the other members that the law determines. 

ARTICLE 95. The President, the First Vice-President ^ 
and the Vice-Presidents of the Council of Ministers cons
titute its Executive Committee. 

The members of the Executive Committee control and 
coordinate the work of the Ministries and central or- -\ 
ganizations by sectors. !i 

In emergency cases, the Executive Committee may 
rule on matters normally under the jurisdiction of the 
Council of Ministers. i ^ 

ARTICLE 96. The Council of Ministers is invested 
with the power to: 

a) organize and conduct the political, economic, cul
tural, scientific, social and defense activities out
lined by the National Assembly of People's Power; | I) 

b) propose the projects for the general plans for the 
socioeconomic development of the state and, after I 
these are approved by the National Assembly of m) 
People's Power, organize, conduct and supervise n) 
their implementation; 

c) conduct the foreign policy of the Republic and 0 i 
relations with other governments; 

approve international treaties and submit them td 
ratification by the Council of State; 
direct and control foreign trade; 
draw up the draft for the state budget and, once 
it is approved by the National Assembly of People's 
Power, to see to its implementation; 
adopt measures aimed at strengthening the mone
tary and credit system; 
draw up bills and submit them to the consideration 
of the National Assembly of People's Power of the 
Council of State, accordingly; 
see to national defense, the maintenance of order 
and security at home, the protection of citizens' 
rights and the protection of lives and property in 
the event of natural disasters; 

conduct the administration of the state, unifying, 
coordinating and supervising the activities of the 
ministries and other central agencies of the ad
ministration; 
implement the laws and resolutions of the Na
tional Assembly of People's Power and the decree-
laws and provisions issued by the Council of State 
and, if necessary, dictate the corresponding regu
lations; 
issue decrees and provisions on the basis of and 
pursuant to the existing laws and supervise their 
implementation; 
grant territorial asylum; 
determine the general organization of the Rev
olutionary Armed Forces; 
assume the direction and the methodological and 
technical supervision of the administrative func-

i 
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tiohs of the local organs of People's Power through 
the corresponding ministries and other central 
agencies; 

p) revoke or annul those provisions issued by min
isters, heads of central agencies and the adminis
trative bodies of the local organs of People's Power 
which are contrary to the instructions issued from 
a higher level and whose fulfillment is compulsory; 

q) propose to the National Assembly of People's 
Power the annulment of, or to the Council of State 
the suspension of those resolutions and provisions 
issued by the Assemblies of the local organs of 
People's Power which infringe existing laws and 
other provisions of are detrimental to the interests 
of other communities or the general interests of 
the nation; 

r) name the commissions it deems necessary to 
facilitate the fulfillment of the tasks assigned to it; 

s) appoint and remove officials in keeping with the 
powers it is invested with by the law; and 

t) assume any duty assigned to it by the National 
Assembly of People's Power or the Council of 
State. 

ARTICLE 97. The Council of Ministers is accountable 
to and periodically renders account of its activities to 
the National Assembly of People's Power. 

ARTICLE 98. The members of the Council of Ministers 
are invested with the power to: 

a) conduct the affairs and tasks of the ministry or 
agency under their care, issuing the necessary 
resolutions and provisions to that effect; 
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bj dictate, in the event it is not the specific duty of [ 
another state organ, the necessary regulations to 
make possible the implementation of those laws 
and decree-laws which concern them: 

c) attend the sessions of the Council of Ministers, 
with the authority to speak and vote, and submit 
to the consideration of the Council whatever bill, 
decree-law, decree, resolution or any other proposal 
they consider advisable; 

d) appoint, according to the law, the officials of their 
agency; 

e) it is also invested with any other power with 
which the Constitution and laws invest it. 

ARTICLE 99. The General Secretary of the Central 
Organization of Cuban Trade Unions has the right to 

, participate in the sessions of the Council of Ministers 
and of its Executive Committee. ' 

N5 

CHAPTER IX ' 

| LOCAL ORGANS OF PEOPLE'S POWER 

ARTICLE 100. For political-administrative purposes the 
country is divided into provinces and municipalities; their 
number, boundaries and names are determined by law. 

The law can also establish other divisions. 

ARTICLE 101. The Assemblies of Delegates of People's 
Power set up in the political and administrative divisions 
into which the country is divided by law, are the superior 
local organs of state power. 
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ARTICLE 102. The local Assemblies of Delegates of 
People's Power are invested with the highest authority 
for the exercise of their state functions in the area under 
their jurisdiction. To this effect, they govern in all that 
concerns them and, by means of the organs which they 
establish, direct economic, production and service units 
Which are directly subordinated to them and carry out 
the activities required in order to meet the needs for 
care, economic, cultural, educational and recreational 
services of the collective in the territory under the juris
diction of each. 

They also aid in the development of activities and the 
fulfillment of plans of those units in their territory which 
are not subordinated to them. 

ARTICLE 103. For the exercise of their functions the 
local Assemblies of People's Power are backed up by 
the initiative and the broad participation of the population 
and they act in close coordination with the social and 
mass organizations. 

ARTICLE 104. The local organs of People's Power, to 
the corresponding extent and in keeping with the law, 
participate in the preparation, implementation and control 
of the Uniform Socioeconomic Plan adopted by the state. 

ARTICLE 105. In the limits of their jurisdiction, the 
provincial and municipal Assemblies of People's Power: 

a) obey and help to enforce the general laws and 
regulations which come from the superior organs 
of the state; 

b) adopt agreements and enact measures; 
c) revoke, suspend or modify, whatever the case may 

be, the resolutions and measures of the organs 

subordinated to them which are contrary to trig 
Constitution or the laws, decree-laws, decrees, 
regulations or resolution enacted by the superior 
organs of state power, or those which affect the 
interests of other communities or the general in
terests of the country; 

d) elect their Executive Committee and determine its 
organization, functioning and tasks, in keeping with 
the law; 

e) revoke the mandate of the members of the res
pective Executive Committees; 

f) determine the organization, functioning and tasks 
of the administrative leadership in the different 
branches of socioeconomic activity; 

g) appoint, substitute or dismiss the heads of their 
administrative departments; 

h) set up and dissolve work commissions; 
i) elect and recall, in keeping with the provisions of 

the law, the judges of the People's Courts in the 
area under their respective jurisdictions; 

j) study and evaluate the rendering of account re
ports presented by their Executive Committees, 
judicial organs and assemblies which are their im
mediate subordinates and adopt the pertinent de
cisions regarding those reports; 

k) protect and defend the rights of citizens and 
socialist property; 

I) work to strengthen socialist legality, uphold in
ternal order and strengthen the country's defensive 
capacity; 

m) carry out the other functions assigned by the 
Constitution and the law. 
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ARTICLE 106. On the second Sunday following the 
election of all the delegates to the Municipal Assembly 
of People's Power, it meets by right under the presidency 
of the oldest delegate in order to confirm the validity of 
the election of the delegates and once this has been 
done it will elect the Executive Committee and the dele
gates to the provincial assemblies. The two youngest 
delegates act as secretaries. 

The other local assemblies are set up in the same 
way and on the occasion stipulated by the law. 

ARTICLE 107. The regular and extraordinary sessions 
of the local Assemblies of People's Power are public. 
Only when state secrets or the dignity of persons are 
involved will this not be the case. 

ARTICLE 108. In order for agreements of the Assem
blies of People's Power to be valid more than half the 
total number of members must be present. Agreements 
are adopted by simple majority. 

ARTICLE 109. The administrative departments are 
subordinated to their respective assemblies, its Exec
utive Committee and the superior organ of the corres
ponding administrative branch. 

ARTICLE 110. The permanent work commissions or
ganized by branches of production and services or by 
field of work aid the Assemblies and their Executive 
Committees in their respective activities and in control- j 
ling administrative leadership and local enterprises. 

Temporary commissions fulfill specific tasks assigned 
within the time limits indicated. 

ARTICLE 111. The Assemblies are renovated every 
! two and a half years which is the term of a delegate. 
I 
|_46_ . . 

J this term can Only be extended by decision of the 
; National Assembly of People's Power, in the cases men-
i tioned in Article 70. 

ARTICLE 112. The term of the delegates can only be 
! revoked by their electors who can do so at any time, by 
j means of the method outlined by the law. The law also 

establishes the cases and the method for replacing dele
gates when they are no longer able to perform their duties. 

ARTICLE 113. The delegates fulfill the mandate of 
their electors in the interests of all the community and 
they must: 

a) make the opinions, needs and problems expressed 
by their electors known to the Assembly; 

b) report to their electors on the policy of the As
sembly and the measures adopted for solving the 
problems posed by the population or outline the 
reason why they have not been solved; 

c) render account of their work on a regular basis to 
their electors and to the Assembly to which they 
belong. 

ARTICLE 114. The Executive Committee is the col
legiate organ elected by the provincial and municipal As
semblies of People's Power to fulfill the functions out
lined by the Constitution and assigned by law as well 
as the tasks it is given by the Assembly. 

; The Executive Committee is made up of the number 
! of members determined by law and they elect, with the 

ratification of the Assembly, a President, a Vice-President 
and a Secretary who also hold those posts in the 
Assembly. 

ARTICLE 115. The election of the members of the 
Executive Committees of the Municipal and Provincial 
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assernblies takes place from among the r^nks of as
sembly delegates. 

In all cases the election takes place by virtue of 
candidacies proposed in the manner outlined by law. 

The President of every Municipal Executive Commit
tee is also, by right, a delegate to the provincial As
sembly of People's Power. 

ARTICLE 116. The Executive Committee has the au
thority to: 

a) summon regular and special sessions of the As
sembly; 

b) publish and implement the agreements adopted by 
the Assembly; 

c) suspend the implementation of any measure en
acted by the immediate subordinate local Assem
blies of People's Power, when it is unconstitutional, 
illegal or otherwice contradictory to the measures 
enacted by the superior organs of state power 
or those which affect the interests of other com
munities or the general interests of the country; 

d) revoke, in the cases mentioned in clause c), the 
provisions, agreements and resolutions of the 
Executive Committees of the immediate subor
dinate local Assemblies of People's Power in those 
periods in which the Assembly to which they 
pertain is not in session; 

e) study, evaluate and adopt the pertinent decisions 
regarding the rendering of account reports pres
ented by the immediate subordinate Executive 
Committee; 

f) direct and control administrative leadership and 
local enterprises; 
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g) appoint and replace officials of administrative 
leadership and of local enterprises; 

h) adopt pertinent measures to aid in the develop
ment of the activities and the fulfillment of the 
plans of the units established in the territory of 
the respective assemblies which are not subor
dinated to it; 

i] suspend and temporarily replace the heads of 
administrative departments and local enterprises, 
giving an account to the assembly, which may 
ratify or modify the decision. 

ARTICLE 117. In the periods between assembly ses
sions, the Executive Committee assumes its functions 
which are outlined in clauses a), b), h), k) and I) of Ar
ticle 105. 

The agreements and general measures adopted by the 
Executive Committee in exercise of those powers must be 
ratified, modified or annulled by the Assembly in the first 
meeting it holds afterward. 

ARTICLE 118. The Executive Committee periodically 
renders an account of its work to the Assembly and to 
the immediate superior Executive Committee. 

ARTICLE 119. The mandate given to the executive 
Committees ceases when a new Assembly of Delegates 
to People's Power is set up. 

ARTICLE 120. Tre President of the Executive Com
mittee has the power to: 

a) summon and preside over the sessions of the 
Assembly; 

b) see to it that the regulations of the Assemblies 
are enforced; 
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c) summon and preside over the meetings of the 
Executive Committee; 

dj organize the activity of the Executive Committee. 
The President may delegate some of these functions 

to the Vice-President. 

CHAPTER x 

THE COURTS AND THE 
ATTORNEY GENERAL 

ARTICLE 121. The function of administering justice 
springs from the people and is carried out on its behalf 
by the People's Supreme Court and the other tribunals 
which the law establishes. 

The jurisdiction and competence of the courts on their j 
different levels will be adjusted to the political-adminis
trative division of the country and the needs of the judicial 
function. 
• The law regulates the organization of the courts; the 
authority and the form of exercising it; the standards 
that judges must meet; the manner in which the' must 
be elected; the period of time they are to serve ii *ieir 
respective positions and the method for recalling them. 

ARTICLE 122. The courts constitute a system of state 
organs which are set up with functional independence 
from all other systems and they are only subordinated to 
the National Assembly of People's Power and the Council 
of State. 

ARTICLE 123. The main objectives of the activities of 
the court are: 

a) io maintain and strengthen socialist legality; 
b) to safeguard the economic, social and political 

regime established in this Constitution; 
c) to protect socialist property and the personal prop

erty of citizens and others which this Constitution 
recognizes; 

d) to safeguard the rights and legitimate interests 
of state agencies and those of economic and social 
institutions and the masses; 

e) to protect the life, freedom, dignity, honor, property, 
family relations and other legitimate rights and 
interests of citizens; 

f) to prevent violations of the law and antisocial 
conduct, restrain and reeducate those who are 
guilty of such violations or conduct and reestablish 
the rule of legal standards when demands are made 
in protest against their violation; 

g) to increase awareness as to the need for strictly 
observing the law, making timely comments in 
their decisions aimed.at educating citizens in the 
conscious and voluntary fulfillment of their duty of 
loyalty to the homeland, the cause of socialism 
and the norms of socialist living.. 

ARTICLE 124; The People's Supreme Court is the 
foremost judicial authority and its decisions in this field 
are final. 

Through its Governing Council it can propose laws 
and issue regulations; make decisions and enact norms 
whose fulfillment is compulsory for all people's courts 
and, based on their experience, it issues instructions 
which are also compulsory in order to establish uniform 
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judicial practice in the interpretation and application of 
the law. 

ARTICLE 125. The judges, in their function of adminis
tering justice, are independent and only owe obedience 
to the law. 

ARTICLE 126. The sentences and other decisions of 
the courts, pronounced or enacted within the limits 
of their jurisdiction, must be obeyed and implemented by 
state agencies, economic and social institutions and 
citizens, by those directly affected and by those who do 
not have a direct interest in their implementation but 
have the duty to participate in it. 

ARTICLE 127. All courts function in a collegiate form. 
Professional and lay judges participate in the adminis

tration of justice with equal duties and rights. 
Priority should be given to the judicial functions as

signed to the lay judge in view of their social importance. 

ARTICLE 128. Courts render an account of their work 
to the Assembly that elected them at least once a year. 

ARTICLE 129. Recalling a judge can only be done by 
the organ which elected him. 

ARTICLE 130. It falls within the jurisdiction of the 
Office of the Attorney General of the Republic, as its 
main objective, to control socialist legality by seeing to 
it that the law and other legal regulations are obeyed by 
state agencies, economic and social institutions and 
citizens. 

The law determines the form, duration and occasion 
in which the Attorney General exercises those powers. 

ARTICLE 131. The Office of the Attorney General of 
the Republic constitutes an organic unit which is only 

subordinated to the National Assembly of People's PoWSr" 
and the Council of State. 

The Attorney General of the Republic is given ins
tructions directly from the Council of State. 

The Attorney General of the Republic will handle the 
direction and control of all the work done by his office all 
over the country. 

The Attorney General of the Republic is a member of 
the Governing Council of the People's Supreme Court. 

j The organs of the Office of the Attorney General are 
organized in a vertical manner all over the country. They 
are subordinate only to the Attorney General of the 
Republic and are independent of all local organs. 

ARTICLE 132. The Attorney General of the Republic 
and the assistant attorney generals are elected and sub
ject to recall by the National Assembly of People's Power. 
The law stipulates the length of time they are to serve. 

ARTICLE 133. The Attorney General of the Republic 
renders an account of his work to the National Assembly 

i of People's Power at least once a year. 

CHAPTER XI 

ELECTORAL SYSTEM 

ARTICLE 134. In all elections and in referendums, 
voting is free, equal and secret. Every voter has only 

j one vote. 
| ARTICLE 135. All Cubans over 16 years of age, men 
and women alike, have the right to vote except those 
who: 
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a) are mentally disabled and have been declared SO 
by court; 

b) those who have committed a crime and because 
of this have lost the right to vote. 

ARTICLE 136. All Cuban citizens, men and women 
alike, who have full political rights can be elected. 

If the election is for deputies to the National As
semblies of People's Power they must be more than 18 
years old. 

ARTICLE 137. Members of the Revolutionary Armed 
Forces and other military institutions of the nation have 
the right to elect and be elected, just like any other 
citizen. 

ARTICLE 138. The law determines the number of dele
gates that make up each of the assemblies in proportion 
to the number of people who live in each of the political-
administrative regions into which the country is divided; 
it also regulates the form and manner of the election. 

The delegates to the Municipal Assemblies are elected 
from previously determined electoral circumscriptions. 

ARTICLE 139. The Municipal Assemblies elect, by 
means of secret balloting, the delegates to the provincial 
Assemblies of People's Power. 

ARTICLE 140. In order for a delegate to be con
sidered elected he must get more than half the number 

I of votes cast in the circumscription. 

If this does not happen the law stipulates the man-
I ner in which new elections will be held in order to decide 
| who is elected from among those with the most votes. 
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CHAPTER XII 

CONSTITUTIONAL REFORMS 

ARTICLE 141. This Constitution can only be totally 
or partially modified by the National Assembly of People's 
Power by means of resolutions adopted by roll-call vote 
by a majority of no less than two thirds of the total 
number of members. 

If the modification Is total or has to do with the 
integration and authority of the National Assembly or 
People's Power of its Council of State or the rights and 
duties contained in the Constitution, the approval of the 
majority of citizens with the right to vote is required via 
a referendum organized for this purpose by the Assembly. 
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Annex XX 

ARTICLES OF THE PENAL CODE REFERRED TO IN THE QUESTIONS CONCERNING 
CONSTITUTIONAL AND .LEGAL MATTERS RELATING TO HUMAN RIGHTS ADDRESSED 
TO THE GOVERNMENT OF CUBA BY THE GROUP AND SENT ON 29 AUGUST 1988 

BOOK I - GENERAL PART 

TITLE VI: PENALTIES 

Chapter III: PRINCIPAL PENALTIES 

Fifth section: Limitation of freedom 

Article 34. 5. The penalty of limitation of freedom shall be served under 

the supervision and surveillance of the mass and social organizations of the 

offender's place of residence. The court shall inform the National 

Revolutionary Police of the penalty, in order that the latter may arrange with 

the above-mentioned organizations the appropriate ways in which it is to be 

executed and assume responsibility for informing the court of failure to 

perform the obligations imposed on the offender, in accordance with any 

observations it may receive on that matter from the above-mentioned 

organizations. 

Chapter VI: SUSPENDED SENTENCE 

Article 57. 3. The court may make a suspended sentence subject to an 

undertaking by a political, mass or social organization to which the offender 

belongs or by his labour collective or military unit that it will guide him 

and take appropriate steps to ensure that he does not commit a further offence. 

• • • 

6. The court shall notify the suspended sentence decided upon to the organs 

of the National Revolutionary Police, and to the mass and social organizations 

of the offender's work centre and place of residence, in order that they may 

monitor and guide the conduct of the beneficiary during the period of 

probation. 

• • • 

10. The political, mass or social organization, labour collective or military 

unit which has undertaken to guide the offender, and the organs of the 

National Revolutionary Police or the mass and social organizations which, in 

accordance with provisions of paragraph 6, have been given responsibility for 
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monitoring and guiding his conduct, may, by means of a substantiated 

application, request the court to reduce the period of probation, provided 

that more than half of that period has elapsed. 

TITLE VII: PAROLE 

Article 58. 5. The court may make the granting of parole subject to an 

undertaking by a political, mass or social organization or military unit to 

which the offender belongs or by his labour collective to guide his conduct 

and to take appropriate steps to ensure that he does not commit a further 

offence. 

6. The court shall notify the parole decision to the organs of the National 

Revolutionary Police and to the mass and social organizations of the 

offender's place of residence in order that they may monitor and guide his 

conduct during the period of probation. 

7. The court shall order execution of the unserved part of the sentence if, 

during the period of probation, the person released on parole is sentenced to 

imprisonment for a further offence or engages in anti-social conduct or if the 

political, mass or social organization, labour collective or military unit 

that gave the guarantee withdraws it. 

TITLE XIj DANGEROUS STATE AND SAFETY MEASURES 

Chapter I: DANGEROUS STATE 

Article 72. A dangerous state shall be deemed to be the special proclivity of 

a particular person to commit offences, as demonstrated by conduct clearly at 

variance with the standards of socialist morality. 

Article 73. 1. A dangerous state shall be deemed to exist when the person in 

question displays any of the following indices of dangerous conduct: 

(a) Habitual drunkenness and dipsomania; 

(b) Drug addiction; or 

(c) Anti-social conduct. 

2. A person who habitually infringes the rules of social coexistence by 

means of acts of violence or other provocative acts, violates the rights of 

others or, through his general behaviour, transgresses the rules of 

coexistence, disrupts law and order, or lives, as a social parasite, on the 

work of others, or exploits or practises socially reprehensible vices shall be 

deemed to be in a dangerous state by virtue of anti-social conduct. 



- 3 -

Article 75. 1. Any person who, without being comprised in any of the 

dangerous states referred to in article 73, because of his links or relations 

with persons who constitute a potential threat to the society, other persons 

and social, economic and political order of the socialist State, displays 

criminal tendencies shall be warned by the competent policy authority against 

engaging in socially dangerous or criminal activities. 

2. The warning shall, in every case, be given in an official document which 

shall expressly record the reasons for issuing the warning and the response 

thereto made by the person warned. The document shall be signed by the latter 

and by the authority issuing the warning. 

BOOK II - SPECIAL PART. OFFENCES 

TITLE I: OFFENCES AGAINST STATE SECURITY 

Chapter II: OFFENCES AGAINST INTERNAL STATE SECURITY 

First section: Rebellion 

Article 98. 1. Any person who engages in an armed uprising in order to 

achieve by force any of the following aims shall be punishable by imprisonment 

for 10 to 20 years or death: 

(a) Preventing completely or partially, and even temporarily, the 

highest organs of the State and the Government from performing their functions; 

(b) Changing the economic, political and social regime of the socialist 

State; or 

(c) Changing, completely or partially, the Constitution or the form of 

government established by it. 

2. Any person who commits any act aimed at fomenting an armed uprising 

shall, if such an uprising occurs, be liable to a similar penalty; if it does 

not occur, the penalty shall be imprisonment for 4 to 10 years. 

Article 99. Any person who commits any other act intended, directly or 

indirectly, to achieve through violence or other unlawful means any of the 

purposes specified in the preceding article shall be punishable by 

imprisonment for 7 to 15 years, provided that the act in question does not 

constitute a more serious crime. 

Fifth section: Enemy propaganda 

Article 103. 1. Any person who: 

(a) Engages in incitement against the social order, international 

solidarity or the socialist State, through oral or written propaganda or by 

any other means; or 
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(b) Prepares, distributes or has in his possession propaganda of the 

kind referred to in the preceding subparagraph, shall be punishable by 

imprisonment for one to eight years. 

2. Any person who disseminates false information or malicious predictions 

tending to cause alarm or discontent among the population or public disorder 

shall be punishable by imprisonment for one to four years. 

3. If, for the purposes of committing the acts provided for in the preceding 

paragraphs, mass media are used, the penalty shall be imprisonment for 7 to 

15 years. 

Seventh section: Terrorism 

Article 109. Any person who commits any other act which is not more severely 

punished under this Code and which, through the manner, means or occasion of 

its commission, tends to cause public alarm with the aim of creating 

conditions affecting the security of the State shall be punishable by 

imprisonment for one to eight years. 

Chapter III: OFFENCES AGAINST PEACE AND INTERNATIONAL LAW 

Fifth section: Dissemination of false information against 
international peace 

Article 115. Any person who disseminates false information with the aim of 

disrupting international peace or endangering the prestige or credit of the 

Cuban State or its good relations with another State shall be 

punishable by imprisonment for one to four years. 

TITLE II: OFFENCES AGAINST THE ADMINISTRATION AND THE COURTS 

Chapter II: VIOLENT, OFFENSIVE OR DISOBEDIENT CONDUCT TOWARDS 
OFFICIALS OR PUBLIC SERVANTS OR THEIR AGENTS 

Third section: Disrespect 

Article 144. 1. Any person who threatens, slanders, libels, insults, attacks 

or in any way abuses or offends, in speech or in writing, the dignity or 

honour of an official, public servant or his agents or assistants in the 

performance of his functions, or on the occasion or by reason thereof, shall 

be punishable by imprisonment for three months to one year or a fine of 100 to 

300 cuotas (units) or by both penalties. 
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2. If an act provided for in the preceding paragraph is committed against 

the President of the Council of State, the President of the National Assembly 

of the People's Power, members of the Council of State or the Council of 

Ministers, or Deputies to the National Assembly of the People's Power, the 

penalty shall be imprisonment for one to three years. 

TITLE IV: OFFENCES AGAINST PUBLIC ORDER 

Chapter IV: DEFAMATION OF INSTITUTIONS AND ORGANIZATIONS 
AND OF HEROES AND MARTYRS 

Article 204. Anyone who publicly defames, denigrates or expresses contempt 

for the institutions of the Republic, the country's political, mass or social 

organizations or the heroes and martyrs of the Fatherland shall be punishable 

by imprisonment for three months to one year or a fine of 100 to 300 units. 

Chapter XI: ILLEGAL ENTRY INTO AND DEPARTURE FROM 
THE NATIONAL TERRITORY 

First section: Illegal entry into the national territory 

Article 215. 1. Any person who enters the national territory without 

complying with the legal formalities or provisions relate j to immigration 

shall be punishable by imprisonment for one to three years or a fine of 300 to 

1,000 units. 

2. Any person who enters the national territory in the manner described in 

the preceding paragraph for the purpose of seeking asylum shall be deemed to 

be exempt from criminal liability. 

Second section: Illegal departure from the national territory 

Article 216. 1. Anyone who departs from the national territory or takes 

steps to do so without complying with the legal formalities shall be 

punishable by imprisonment for one to three years or a fine of 300 to 

1,000 units. 

2. If in order to perform the act referred to in the preceding paragraph the 

person concerned uses violence or intimidation against persons or force 

against things, the penalty shall be imprisonment for three to eight years. 

3. The offences referred to in the preceding paragraphs shall be punishable 

independently of any offences committed with a view to or in connection with 

their perpetration. 
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Chapter XII: ACTS INFRINGING THE RIGHT OF DIPLOMATIC INVIOLABILITY 

Article 218. 1. Anyone who by means of deceit, bribery, force against things 

or violence or intimidation against persons, surreptitiously or acting in any 

other illicit way, gains or tries to gain entry to premises enjoying the right 

of diplomatic inviolability shall be punishable by imprisonment for two to 

five years. 

2. The offence referred to in the preceding paragraph shall be punishable 

independently of any offences that may be committed with a view to or in 

connection with its perpetration. 



Annex XXI 

NAMES OF THE PERSONS AFFECTED BY THE ALLEGED VIOLATIONS OF THE RIGHT 
TO LIFE MENTIONED IN PARAGRAPH 68. 

The following political prisoners were reportedly shot in La Cabana in 

the period from 1980 to 1987: Armando Hernandez Gonzales and 

Ramon Toledo Lugo, for rebellion; Rodolfo Alonso Roche, 

Abilio Gonzales Llanos and Emilio Reboba Cardulis, for sabotage; 

Ramon Vera Chaviavo, Juan Dios Vegas, Nelson Ventura Estrada Cabrera, 

Diego Vera Chaviavo and Luis Llanes Aguila, for infiltration; and Cipriano, 

Eugenio and Ventura Garcia Marin for trying to obtain asylum. The persons 

gunned down while trying to obtain asylum at the Venezuelan Embassy are said 

to be: Jorge Martinez Concepcion (13 December 1979), Jorge Gil 

(15 January 1980) and Lucio Alvarez Rodriguez (10 April 1984). The Group 

received reports of killings: Ismael Ortega Ortega (1962), 

Mario Carballo Betacourt (1962) and Antonio Toledo Riso (8 November 1985); 

disappearances: Ruben Cruz Ungo (1964), Sandalio Cabrera Gonzales (1971) and 

Esteban Sosa Morffi; and shootings: Raul Concepcion Lima (27 June 1963) and 

German Perez Santana (1965). All these reports are in the Secretariat's files. 



Annex XXII 

LETTERS FROM PERSONS HELD IN THE COMBINADO DEL ESTE PRISON DATED 12 JUNE 1988 
(JOSE M. CHION PEREZ), 10 SEPTEMBER 1988 (ALFREDO MUSTALIER NUEVO) AND 

13 SEPTEMBER 1988 (JACINTO FERNANDEZ GONZALEZ AND OTHERS). 

Combinado del Este Prison 
Havana 

12 June 1988 

My dear and beloved daughter, 

It is my fondest hope that this letter finds you well, together with my 

precious granddaughter. 

My dear daughter, through all these long and bloody years shut up in this 

glorious Political Prison, I have tried, through all the means available to 

me, to communicate to you the truth about everything that has happened to me. 

Many times my notes have got lost; on other occasions years have gone by 

before I have been able to write you a few lines, owing to the unrelenting 

isolation to which I have been subjected. This time this has not happened, 

thanks to a group of brave brothers who, heedless of the risks they ran 

through their rash action, have formed a heroic bridge with their arms and 

hearts in order to say that we are "present". Once again, my opinions are 

reaffirmed: we who inaugurated this Long-term Political Prison almost three 

decades ago and our new successors, "the new saplings", are indissolubly 

united in our constant struggle against Castroite communism and all its 

henchmen. 

Now I shall explain to you the reasons why I have been prevented from 

writing to you for several days: they have injured my right shoulder, which I 

still cannot move easily, they have damanged my eyesight, and they have hurt 

my neck, right leg and head. 

Without being able to move my arm and blinded, it was impossible to write 

(I could not even wear my false teeth because of the injuries they had caused 

me) . 

I shall now describe in outline what happened recently. On 28 May, they 

carried out a search which lasted eight hours; in the course of the search, 

the officers discovered that we had found and removed 15 microphones hidden in 

the roofs of the cells, in open and shameful violation of article 12 of the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The discovery of these 15 microphones 
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constitutes further evidence for all the peoples of the world, a petty act of 

political espionage, and the most shameless and cowardly interference possible 

by a Government that has to sink to such despicable methods in order to find 

out everything we say. We have never had an opportunity of expressing our 

opinions and criticism; proof of this lies in what we have stated to the 

various delegations who have visited us. One of them, whose petty and 

submissive attitude places it in the forefront, was the International 

Association against Torture (IAAT) , which made its visit in company of several 

MINREX officials. On that occasion, surrounded by officials from the Ministry 

of the Interior, I publicly accused several of the officials present of being 

responsible for many beatings, and that I had been one of the persons beaten 

and injured on the Isla de Pinos on their orders. Everything I said was 

recorded by the IAAC; the recording was hidden or destroyed, and later all 

the statements were distorted by Dr. Pablo Parra and Dr. Amanda Castello. 

They deserve, in their own right, a special place in the museum of ignominy. 

At 5.15 p.m. on 3 0 May, we were attacked by special police and Ministry 

of Interior brigades, under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Povadora (former 

Head of Jails and Prisons in the Province of Oriente). He had a walkie-talkie, 

which he used all the time to talk to someone (we do not know who). The 

members of the special brigades were armed with rubber truncheons (so as not 

to leave marks) and spray cans containing nerve gas. The cells were seized by 

the eager rabble of the new Hitler of the Americas. 

When all parts of the prison had been occupied, we were each taken by 

four soldiers (two from the special brigade and two from the Ministry of the 

Interior) to the outside canteen. Once we had all been assembled there, 

Lieutenant-Colonel Povadora told us that we were going to be moved and that we 

could take with us only our watch, glasses, toothpaste and toothbrush; our 

other belongings would be handed to us later. We were immediately taken down 

to the ground, floor and then made to board various vehicles. As we left, we 

saw that they had seized all the buildings and that there were troops wearing 

helmets, carrying rubber truncheons and protective shields, and many armed 

with tear-gas grenade launchers. We were even more surpised when we found 

that the vehicles were heading for the hospital. Long hours of waiting passed 

during which we did not know what was going on inside the hospital. We clearly 

suspected something abnormal or unusual when we saw that our companions were 

being taken out one by one, placed under heavy guard and made to board a 

vehicle parked in front of the entrance staircase. We were very soon on the 
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alert, for something very strange was happening. The vehicle in which we were 

seated was the last in the row, and so we were able to see our brothers being 

taken away (in the vehicle they would drive off with only one of us and 

several soldiers). We also noticed that all the officers (majors, lieutenants, 

colonels and lieutenant-colonels) were carrying walkie-talkies and that they 

were communicating with an olive green painted van with dark windows which was 

driving round and round constantly inside the prison (we do not know who was 

in it), giving orders and directingoperations. 

When the turn came for the vehicle in which we were being held (there 

were eight of us> all the others were members of the special brigade), it was 

after midnight. The process of alighting was very slow. What we saw when we 

entered the guard room and the face of each soldier made a strong impression 

on us (it was impossible to count the number of soldiers in that place). We 

reckoned that there must have been 100-150 of them, as well as a number of 

doctors and nurses, who seemed to breathe evil and a repressed thirst for 

blood, like thirsty vampires eagerly awaiting the arrival of a fresh victim. 

When my turn came, they made me get out and enter the guard room; I was 

still surrounded by members of the special bridgade and was told I would be 

given a medical examination. I objected, but all in vain; I was taken by 

force to various parts of the hospital where various parts of my body were 

examined. Various kinds of apparatus were introduced into my mouth, nose and 

ears, and with a piece of gauze around my tongue, they stretched it out of my 

mouth in order to be able to check more easily. This is how they began the 

preliminary searches. The medical examination announced when I arrived was, 

in fact, turning into a medical search. For the first time the mercenaries of 

the so-called Cuban Health Service were showing their true colours and, in 

fractions of seconds, becoming the most outstanding pupils of Dr. Mengele. 

When I reached the X-ray room and had to face what was going on there, it 

was as if I had gone back in time, to find myself suddenly confronted with the 

horrible crucifixion of Our Lord Jesus Christ. That room had become a kind of 

hellish torture chamber where the victims were dragged on to the table with 

their arms crossed and legs opened, all with the help of the three X-ray 

technicians, who, with sardonic smiles, placed the victim in the desired 

position and began to undertake a far more technical inspection. By means of 

X-rays they searched our whole body for the "microphones". 
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What happened in Combinado del Este Hospital was degrading to the utmost 

extent. I still seem to hear the hysterical and depraved laughter of the 

doctors, nurses and soldiers at our efforts to resist members of the special 

brigade when they displayed our private parts as if in a live advertisement of 

a commercial product to the audience present. Finally the thin veil concealing 

the real functions of the Castroite communist doctors was being drawn back. 

The formerly respectable hospital area was revealing its innermost baseness in 

all its nudity as part of modern communist realityj the experience was 

terrible and humiliating, but at the same time very educative. 

Below I will tell you the names of some of the doctors, nurses and 

technicians who were directly involved in the atrocities committed in the 

hospital: 

Dr. Miguel Pubillones (general medicine) 

Dr. Martinez Noda (surgeon) 

Dr. Maria Isabel Rodriguez Quintana (surgeon) 

Dr. Juan Pena Coro (surgeon) 

Dr. Enoa (surgeon) 

Dr. Fernando Mier (orthopaedic surgeon) 

Dr. Mercedes Duarte (anaesthetist) 

Dr. Lina Paglieny (ear, nose and throat spec ia l i s t ) 

Dr. Alcides (Head of the Department of Odontology) 

Dr. Maria (radiologist) 

Leocadio (X-ray technician) 

Fernando (X-ray technician) 

Vega (X-ray technician) 

Beatriz Bard (physiotherapy technician) 

Dr. Moreno (surgeon) 

Nurses: Martha, Norma, Ana Carelia, Barbarita, and the two Maria Elenas 

(operating theatre) and many others whose names I do not know. 

Our situation, my dear daughter, is still uncertain. We went on hunger 

strike for five days, demanding that the authorities return two companions who 

had been sent to the so-called "triangle of death". After five days they 

brought them back. My situation was very delicate since, when I started that 

strike, I had already spent 11 days without food. In all, I was on hunger 

strike for 16 and a half days. 
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On the 7th/ they brought us slippers, a jug, a plate, a razor and our 

watches (which they had taken from us). All these objects belonged to us, but 

they asked us to sign for them when they handed them over. This we refused to 

do. On the 8th, they offered us two pairs of underpants and on the 9th a pair 

of pyjamas, all with the aim of concealing our nudity and the still recent 

bruises resulting from blows. As you may guess, we refused these too, and 

asked for our belongings and not alms to humour us and hoodwink the members of 

the Interntional Red Cross who were due to visit us shortly. 

Since the 1st we have known that our belongings are being plundered; 

this is a robbery authorized in retaliation for the discovery of the 

15 microphones. We are just wondering what the limits of this plunder will 

be. We do not know. What is going to happen us? What sinister new plans and 

physical torture and searches will we have to undergo? We do not know; only 

God and those who manage to survive will be able to answer. 

Monday, 13 June 1988, 9.30 a.m. 

The International Red Cross team has just arrived. It is composed of 

five members, all of whom are wearing identification badges. Nevertheless, 

they have showed us their passports. They are all very pleasant; their eyes 

reflect determination, compassion, kindness, and a very strong feeling of 

humanity and respect. After a short explanation about their organization's 

mission, they will begin the private interviews (with no soldiers present). 

At each interview four prisoners will be present (when the interview with the 

first four fellow-prisoners is over, the doctor will begin to examine the most 

urgent cases). I am in group 3. This will give me time to finish this 

letter. In the next letter I will tell you all about the interview. The 

names of the five members are: Roland Vesmeliles, delegate of the 

International Committee of the Red Cross; Martin Fuhrer, Head of the 

Recruitment Division; Dr. Michel Hubert, delegate/doctor; 

Christine Clemente; and Danielle Coquoz. 

My dear daughter, I have to end this letter, reluctantly, but I must 

since there may be an opportunity of sending it off at any time. To both of 

you, my darlings, I send all my love, affection and kisses. 

Daddy 
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Note to the Cuban Human Rights Committee 

First of all I should like to express my heartfelt thanks to all the 

members of the Committee for doing such honourable work in this extremely 

difficult stage of the struggle for human principles. The attitiude of the 

President of the Committee, his officers and other members in confronting all 

the risks and reporting to world public opinion everything that happened to 

the long-term political prisoners on 30 May 1988 merits the highest praise. 

This action constitutes a true example for all those who are still undecided. 

I am reminded of what Winston Churchill said when he was Prime Minister of 

Great Britain after a fierce and uneven air battle that averted what could 

have been a disaster for the future of his country. He said: "Never in the 

field of human conflict was so much owed by so many to so few." I send you my 

sincere congratulations and affection. 

With God, the Fatherland and Liberty 
Fraternally, 

Jose M. Chiong Perez 
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Combinado del Este 
10 September 1988 

Mr. Fidel Castro, 

1. I am writing to you to inform you that I have gone on hunger strike in 

support of my demand to the Cuban Government that it return to me or hand over 

to the United Nations Commission on Human Rights my letter denouncing human 

rights violations committed against me by the Cuban authorities and against my 

companions during my long-term political inprisonment, together with a list of 

companions who have been murdered in the course of our captivity. 

2. Money and personal belongings, together with addresses, photographs and 

letters from relatives and friends, were also taken from me by force in the 

course of the humiliating search for the microphones on 3 0 May by hospital 

personnel, the special brigade and soldiers at this prison. 

3. The correspondence of several months (particularly May, June, July and 

August) from my wife, relatives and friends. 

4. I want to be taken to Calixto Garcia Hospital where, since March, I have 

had an appointment with the allergist and gastro-enterologist; I have not 

been taken there. 

5. I wish to be taken to see my only sister, who is suffering from 

metastatic gastric neoplasia and whom the doctor at Cobadonga Hospital has 

given six months to live. 1 requested permission to visit her five months ago. 

6. I also demand that I should be allowed access to information via the 

radio, unofficial press, foreign periodicals, etc. - a right provided for in 

article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

7. I also demand civilian clothing which, as a political prisoner (and in 

accordance with the Geneva Convention), I am entitled to wear. I am 

recognized as such by the United Nations and other international 

organizations, so there is no reason for keeping me in hospital pyjamas like a 

pa t ient. 

8. I demand medical attention in a hospital that is not used as a centre for 

repression, torture and political investigation by the prison soldiers and 
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mil i tary doctors operating in i t . I am suffering from numerous ailments that 

I have contracted in prison, including a l l e r g i e s , and diges t ive , bladder, 

eyesight , hearing and dermatological problems. I base my demands on a r t i c l e 5 

of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which s t a t e s : "No one sha l l be 

subjected to to r tu re or to c rue l , inhuman or degrading treatment or 

punishment." 

Yours fa i th fu l ly , 

Alfredo Mustalier Nuevo 
Long-term p o l i t i c a l prisoner 

Building 3, 4th Floor, Cell 5 
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Combinado del Este Prison 
13 September 1988 

To public opinion, 

We wish to inform public opinion tha t the p o l i t i c a l prisoners 

Alfredo Mustelier Nuevo, of the h i s to r i c long-term p o l i t i c a l prison, 

Felix Vi l las Sidron and Lucio Lino Alonso Bretana, member of the Cuban Human 

Rights Committee, have been on hunger s t r ike since 9 September in the case of 

the first-mentioned and since 12 September in the case of the other two. They 

wi l l remain on hunger s t r ike for as long as the group from the United Nations 

Commission on Human Rights remains in Cuba, in support of the humanitarian 

action that th is group i s to undertake in our country. 

We also wish to inform you tha t on Sunday, 11 September, a l l the 

p o l i t i c a l prisoners held in Building 1 were transferred to the fourth floor 

of Building 2. A thorough search was carr ied out and a l l thei r personal 

belongings were confiscated, including medicine, underwear, b lankets , sheets , 

pi l low-cases, e l e c t r i c razors , and so on. Once again, as i t has always done, 

Castro 's Government i s venting i t s anger on the p o l i t i c a l pr isoners , thereby 

revealing i t s fear and contempt for t h i s small group of men. 

Signed by the Cuban Human Rights Committee in Prison. 

Jacinto Fernandez Gonzales Samuel Hernandez Reyes 

Sandor Mendoza Mendoza Lucio L. Alonso Bretafia 

Pedro J . Porta Rodriguez Enrique Ruiz Cabrera 

Marco Urganivia Dieguez Alfredo Jimenez Ramos 

Orestes M. Perez Gil Roberto del Risco Perez 
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EXTRACT FROM STANDARD MINIMUM RULES FOR THE TREATMENT 
OF PRISONERS OF UNITED NATIONS ORGANIZATION 

Accommodation 

9. (1) Where sleeping accommodation is in individual cells or rooms, 
each prisoner shall occupy by night a cell or room by himself. If for special 
reasons, such as temporary overcrowding, it becomes necessary for the central 
prison administration to make an exception to this rule, it is not desirable to 
have two prisoners in a cell or room. 

(2) Where dormitories are used, they shall be occupied by prisoners 
carefully selected as being suitable to associate with one another in those 
conditions. There shall be regular supervision by night, in keeping with the 
nature of the institution. 

10. All accommodation provided for the use of prisoners and in 
particular all sleeping accommodation shall meet all requirements of health, 
due regard being paid to climatic conditions and particularly to cubic content 
of air, minimum floor space, lighting, heating and ventilation. 

11. In all places where prisoners are required to live or work, 

(a) The windows shall be large enough to enable the prisoners to read or 
work by natural light, and shall be so constructed that they can allow the 
entrance of fresh air whether or not there is artificial ventilation; 

(b) Artificial light shall be provided sufficient for the prisoners to read or 
work without injury to eyesight. 

12. The sanitary installations shall be adequate to enable every prisoner 
to comply with the needs of nature when necessary and in a clean and decent 
manner. 

13. Adequate bathing and shower installations shall be provided so that 
every prisoner may be enabled and required to have a bath or shower, at a 
temperature suitable to the climate, as frequently as necessary for general 
hygiene according to season and geographical region, but at least once a week 
in a temperate climate. 

14. All parts of an institution regularly used by prisoners shall be 
properly maintained and kept scrupulously clean at all times. 

Medical services 

. ,2 2 ' (1 ) A 'L e v e r y inst'tution there shall be available the services of at 
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socialized institutions or to civil hospitals. Where hospital S S S t o a S 
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supphes shall be proper for the medical care and treatment of s i c k S « 
and there shall be a staff of suitable trained officers. Pnsoners, 
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"LA COACCION LEGAL Y LA LIBRTAD RELIGIOSA EN CUBA", BY HIRAM ABI COBAS, 
MEMBER OF THE CUBAN COMMITTEE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS, HAVANA, 1?88 

Although the holding of religious views may be regarded as an inherently 

personal matter, the forms which different beliefs take are unquestionably an 

integral part of culture and, as such, should be passed on to younger 

generations through education. 

The right to religion thus presupposes the right to educate and instil 

into one's children the religious beliefs inherited as part of their culture, 

which they as individuals will subsequently use as a basis in forming their 

own values. Article 18 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

establishes the right to pass on one's religion through education, a right 

which is stated more explicitly in article 26, paragraph 3, of the Declaration. 

This right is embodied in the legislation promulgated by the Cuban 

Government, beginning with its Constitution, article 38 of which proclaims 

that "its educational and cultural policy is based on the following 

principles: (a) the State bases its educational and cultural policy on the 

scientific view of the world established and developed by Marxism-Leninism? 

(b) education is a function of the State. Consequently, educational centres 

belong to the State ... (c) the State promotes the communist education of new 

generations ...". These three paragraphs of the Constitution wrongly 

establish as the sole scientific view of the world that proclaimed by Marxism-

Leninism - a principle asserted in the thesis on educational policy of the 

first Congress of the PCC, which states that "The content of the subjects 

taught in the school system shall be based on the governing principles and 

categories of dialectical and historical materialism", so that all other 

philosophical and religious views are labelled anti-scientific, which reflects 

negatively on children whose parents practise a religion and endeavour to 

instil it into them. Secondly, with a view to promoting the communist 

education of children and young people, the State prohibits any type of 

non-State education which attempts to instil a religious faith and is thus 

rejected by communist atheism. 

Article 39 of the Constitution states that "The education of children and 

young people in the spirit of communism is the duty of all society". Under 

this provision, not even the parents themselves, may oppose or attempt to 

replace the Marxist-Leninist concept in their children's education. 
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Again regarding the restriction of the education of minors in the 

religion of their parents, the Constitution states that "It is illegal and 

punishable by law to use religious faith or belief to oppose the Revolution, 

education or compliance with the duties to work, defend the homeland with 

arms, revere its symbols or other duties established by the Constitution". 

The article in question not only restricts the freedom of conscience of some 

sects and Churches, such as the Jehovah's Witnesses, or the Seventh Day 

Adventists, who do not work on Saturday, but also make it illegal to invoke 

the religous belief of the parents in opposition to "the education of children 

and young people in the spirit of communism", as stated in article 39, or the 

Marxist-Leninist view which article 38 establishes as the basis of educational 

policy. 

Under article 35 of another basic law concerning the relationship between 

parents and children, namely, the Family Code, parents have the duty to instil 

in their children "the spirit of internationalism and the rules of 

co-existence and social morality ...", thereby again imposing on them the 

obligation to impart to their children, contrary to their beliefs, the ethical 

principles of atheist materialism. 

While the provisions referred to above place restrictions on parents 

wishing to share their religious beliefs with their children, whatever those 

beliefs may be, some Churches %and sects with special characteristics face 

greater difficulties, as we shall see. ffot only is any type of education 

other than atheist materialism prohibited, but children whose parents are 

prepared to take the risk of instructing them in Christian beliefs will 

encounter a hostile environment at school, where they are taught 

manicheistically to distinguish between "revolutionaries having a materialist 

scientific view and non-revolutionaries influenced by anti-scientific and 

idealistic concepts". As a result, the children of parents with religious 

beliefs are engulfed in a social crisis which is practically irremediable for 

children and young people unless they resort to concealing their religious 

beliefs, with possible adverse effects on their personalities. 

The State education system restricts the access of religious believers to 

the teaching profession. Article 3 of the Regulations governing Conduct in 

the Teaching Profession provides that "Any person performing an educational 

activity is obligated to (a) maintain exemplary conduct consistent with the 

norms and principles of communist morality within and outside educational 

establishments", which precludes any religious practice, participation in acts 
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of worship, etc., even outside the classroom. Under article 8 (p) of the 

above-mentioned Regulations, the introduction into educational establishments 

of deviationist literature or other materials, which generally include 

religious symbols, Bibles, etc., is regarded as a violation of the standards 

of professional conduct, even if such materials are not used to proselytize 

students. The ideological basis for all this is to be found in the resolution 

on the policy regarding religion, the Church and religious believers, adopted 

at the first Congress of the PCC, which states "In view of the above (the 

communist education of new generations), it is considered essential to train a 

teaching body equal to this task and that teachers at all levels should so 

conduct themselves as not to distort or misrepresent, through their teaching, 

the declared objective of an education completely free of unscientific 

concepts or views, in both the demonstration and explanation of natural and 

social facts and phenomena". 

In addition, all primary-school and intermediate-school pupils in Cuba 

must belong to the Organization of Communist Pioneers, which is in 

contravention of article 20 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

Parents who belong to sects or Churches with marked pacifist leanings or 

with strict views on religious festivals, such as the above-mentioned 

Jehovah's Witnesses or Seventh Day-Adventists, may be prosecuted for the 

offence specified in article 316 of the Criminal Code, namely, "Any person who 

induces a minor to abandon his home, drop out of school, reject educational 

work inherent in the national system of education, or fail to perform his 

duties relating to respect for and love of the Fatherland, shall be liable to 

imprisonment for three months to one year or to a fine of 100 to 300 units, or 

both". It should be noted that school textbooks contain ideas deprecating 

religion, so that anyone contradicting them lays himself open to the above 

penalty. This threat is also made clear in article 206 of the Criminal Code 

whereby "Any person who, abusing the freedom of worship guaranteed by the 

Constitution, uses religious belief as a basis for opposing the objectives of 

education or the duty to work, to defend the Fatherland with arms or revere 

its symbols, or any other duties established in the Constitution shall be 

liable to a penalty of imprisonment for three months to one year or to a fine 

of 100 to 300 units". This article, which reinforces article 54 of the 

Constitution, quoted earlier, further restricts the religious education of 

children and the exercise of religious freedom. 
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In the case of adult religious believers, the restrictions on the rights 

embodied in articles 18 to 21 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights are 

clear. Chapter V of the Constitution of the Republic does not establish, for 

religious believers, equality of rights with the rest of society and thus does 

not prohibit discrimination on grounds of religious belief. 

Members of religions are prohibited from practising their religion in 

public places, holding religious processions, making radio or television 

broadcasts, having access to the press and virtually any form of 

dissemination. It is worth noting that, in the resolution on policy regarding 

religion, the Church and religious believers adopted at the first Congress of 

the PCC, it is stated that the State upholds the following principle 

"(f) Without offending the religious sentiments of religious believers, every 

citizen has the right to uphold and defend his atheist materialist beliefs". 

Nowhere is any provision made, however, for the right of religious believers 

to uphold and disseminate their beliefs. 

In the relevant forms, job applicants are required to state whether they 

are members of a Church, sect or club and whether they are religious 

believers, practising or otherwise. These forms are taken into account in 

recruitment and subsequent promotion, and the practice of ? religion, or 

merely holding religious beliefs, is a handicap. The ŝ..._ is true for the 

forms to be completed by university students seeking employment. 

Persons holding religious beliefs are also disqualified from taking up 

employment in certain institutions, such as the Ministry of the Interior, 

obtaining managerial posts in the mass media, becoming officers in the armed 

forces, and from holding any post (minister, vice-minister, managerial, etc.) 

calling for "political reliability". 

An individual with religious beliefs may not belong to the UJC or PCC. 

Under article 5 of the Constitution "The Communist Party of Cuba, the 

organized Marxist-Leninist vanguard of the working class, is the highest 

leading force of society and of the State ...", so that anyone who is not an 

activist is precluded from participating in the highest leading force in the 

Government of the country, which constitutes discrimination against religious 

believers and a violation of their rights as established in article 21 of the 

Universal Declaration. 

Furthermore, membership of UJC is essential for admission to certain 

university faculties, such as philosophy and history, to name but one, which 

precludes religious believers from enjoying the rights established in 
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article 26 of the Universal Declaration. Religious believers are also 

prohibited from joining the teaching staff of such faculties, which is a 

violation of the right recognized in article 23 of the Universal Declaration. 

Article 53 of the Constitution restricts the right to freedom of 

association, which is also governed by Law No. 54 of 1985 and resolution 

No. 53 of 1986. All associations .must be approved by the Ministry of Justice 

and conform to the requirements imposed by the State, one of which is an 

excessively large membership, despite the fact that the formation of 

associations has traditionally required only seven members. Associations of 

this type are linked with the Ministry of the Interior, with which they must 

co-ordinate their activities. The issuing of school uniforms or shoes to poor 

children is prohibited, as are public demonstrations, acts before plaques or 

monuments, layettes for babies born on national days and finally, almost all 

the social works which such associations used to undertake. Also prohibited 

are special collections for members in distress, intended for prisoners and 

their families, visits to political prisoners by priests or public officials 

are prohibited, as is any type of communication which might help to give them 

a feeling of fellowship. Membership of an association not authorized by the 

State is punishable under article 208 of the Criminal Code, which states 

"1. Any person who becomes a member of an association not registered with the 

appropriate State agency shall be liable to imprisonment for one to three 

months or to a fine of up to 100 units. 2. The promoters or officers of an 

unregistered association shall be liable to imprisonment for three months to 

one year or to a fine of 100 to 300 units." This is regardless of whether 

the association was established for charitable, social or other reasons, the 

penalties for criminal association being stipulated in article 207. 

Unauthorized demonstrations, including those organized by associations 

approved by the State, are prohibited under article 209 of the Code, which 

states "1. Any person participating in meetings or demonstrations held in 

violation of the provisions governing the exercise of those rights shall be 

liable to imprisonment for one to three months or to a fine of up 

to 100 units. 2. The organizers of unlawful meetings or demonstrations shall 

be liable to imprisonment for three months to one year or to a fine of 100 

to 300 units." As can be seen, no reference is made to meetings or 

demonstrations which disturb the peace, and even persons gathering in a 

cemetery to pay their respects at the grave of one of the founders or 

illustrious members of an association can be - and have been - penalized. 
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Ordained ministers of the various religions, and members of those 

religions known for their pacifism, are liable to the penalties laid down in 

article 206 of the Criminal Code if they refuse to participate in military 

mobilizations, as well as to those laid down in articles 171 and 172 whereby 

any person refusing to perform military service is liable to up to 2 years' 

imprisonment. Such persons may also be liable to the penalties laid.down in 

article 203 of the Code, which states "1. Any person who insults or, by other 

means, shows disrespect for the national flag, anthem or coat of arms shall be 

liable to a penalty of imprisonment for three months to one year or to a fine 

of 100 to 300 units". Article 202, paragraph 4, of the Criminal Code also 

establishes penalties for ministers of pacifist sects and their missionaries: 

"4. The same penalty as provided for in the foregoing paragraph (imprisonment 

for one to three months or a fine of up to 100 units) shall apply to any 

person inciting others not to perform the civic duties relating to the defence 

of the Fatherland, production or education". This article also establishes 

penalties for ministers of Churches such as the Seventh Day Adventists, which 

call for strict observance of their religious festivals. 

Members of religions which advocate faith healing are liable to the 

penalties laid down in article 149 of the Criminal Code, which states "Any 

person who, out of a desire for gain or with other malicious intent, or 

causing damage or injury to another person, performs acts peculiar to an 

occupation for which he is not duly qualified shall be liable to a penalty of 

imprisonment for three months to one year or to a fine of 100 to 300 units, or 

both". They are also liable to the penalties laid down in article 197 of the 

Code, which states "Any person who, on any pretext, incites others not to 

accept medical attention for themselves or their relatives or to reject 

measures relating to preventive medicine shall be liable to a penalty of 

imprisonment for 3 months to one year or to a fine of 100 to 300 units, or 

both". 

It should be noted that all the penalties laid down in the 

above-mentioned articles of the Criminal Code referring to one form or another 

of religious activity were increased in the latest amendment, adopted on 

30 December 1987. 
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Finally, the opportunities for religious believers to practise and 

communicate their religion will always be restricted and controlled as a 

result of the continuous materialist and atheistic campaign of the State, as 

made clear in article 61 of the Constitution: "None of the freedoms accorded 

to citizens may be exercised contrary to what is established in the ' 

Constitution and the law, or contrary to the existence and objectives of the 

Socialist State, or contrary to the decision of the Cuban people to build 

socialism and communism, violations of this principle are punishable by law". 



Annex XXV 

COPY OF THE JUDGEMENT OF 16 JUNE 1981 BY THE PEOPLE'S MUNICIPAL 
TRIBUNAL OF SAGUA LA GRANDE, IN THE CASE OF RUBEN HOYO RUIZ 

President of the Court: Luisa Y. Vazquez Guerra 
Justices: Raul Perez Herrera 
Pedro H. Izquierdo Maya 

Record of hearinq and 
judgement to convict, 
with directions 
regarding appeal 

In Saqua la Grande, on the seventeenth day of the month of June 1981, the 

People's Court of the Municipality of Saqua la Grande, V.C. met, in my 

presence as Secretary, to conduct trial No. 325 of 1981, concerning an offence 

of possession of unauthorized printed matter. 

There appeared as the accused: [facultad obsera compesire] 

RUBEN HOYO RUIZ, educational level: People's University, fourth level, 

(11th grade), son of Caledonio and Hortensia, 32 years of age, civil status: 

married, occupation: unemployed, a native of Saqua la Grande, province of 

Villa Clara and with an address at Paralejo, no number, corner of Brito, Saqua 

la Grande, V.C.; 

Lieut. Rene Gomez Sotolonqo, Head of Sector of the National Revolutionary 

Police (PAR) of this city, appeared as accuser. 

The injured party did not appear. 

The prosecutor, Amada P. Gonzalez Dulziades was in attendance. 

The defence counsel was not in attendance. 

At the beginning of the proceedings, the statement of the accuser or 

injured party was taken, after he had been informed by the President of his 

obligation to tell the truth and the criminal liability he would incur if he 

failed to do so. The statements of the accused person(s) was/were then taken, 

after they had been informed of the charges against him, who was bringing the 

charges and his/their right under the law either to make a statement or to 

refrain from doing so. 

Evidence was then submitted. After all witnesses had been informed of 

their obligation to tell the truth and the criminal liability they would incur 

if they failed to do so and had been questioned reqardinq their personal 

particulars, whether they knew the accused and the injured party and whether 

they had any relationship of kinship, friendship or enmity or of any other 

kind with either of those parties, they were then examined: 

After all the evidence had been submitted, the accused was given the 

floor in case he had anything to say in his defence? he did not make use of 

this right. 
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This beinq so, the Court withdrew for a brief period to aqree on its 

judgement, after which the proceedings resumed. 

After evaluating the evidence submitted, the Court considered that the 

following fact(s) had been proved: 

That, in the early hours of the morning on the nineteenth of May of the 

current year, the dwelling of the accused RUBEN HOYO RUIZ was searched by the 

PNR and the following items seized: one Bible, three issues of the 

Watchtower, one book on the New Testament and two religious books concerning 

the sect of the Jehovah's Witnesses, the last being designed for purposes of 

proselytism. 

The accused has no criminal record. 

The Court then handed down a judgement convicting RUBEN HOYO RUIZ, of the 

offence of possession of unauthorized printed matter, the description of and 

penalties for which are set forth in article 241 of the Penal Code, and 

sentencing him to NINE MONTHS OF DEPRIVATION OF LIBERTY, and as an accessory 

punishment, to a loss of civil rights for a period equal to the main 

punishment upon its conclusion, in accordance with the provisions of 

article 28-3-a of the Criminal Code. 

All the material evidence was confiscated and destroyed. No verdicts 

were given concerning civil liability, since there was none. The Court 

invoked article 374, paragraph 9, subparagraph (2), of the Criminal 

Procedure Act and ordered that the accused be detained in custody. Lastly, 

the President informed the parties of their right to appeal to the Criminal 

Division of the Provincial People's Court of Villa Clara within three days of 

the judgement, by submitting an application in writing to the Secretary. 

This concluded the proceedings and the present document was drawn up, 

signed by the members of the Court and certified by the undersiqned, the 

Secretary: 

I CERTIFY: that the above transcription is a faithful copy of the 

original. 

Sagua la Grande, 16 May 1985. "Year of the Third Party Congress." 

(Signed) Abelardo Reyes Perez, 

Secretary 
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OPEN LETTER OF 28 MAY- 1988 ADDRESSED TO THE MEMBERS OF THE GROUP 
BY 46 MEMBERS OF THE POLITICAL PRISONERS ORGANIZATION HELD IN 
THE COMBINADO DEL ESTE PRISON, HAVANA, DELIVERED TO THE GROUP BY 

THE CUBAN COMMITTEE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS 

"Habana del Este" Prison 
(Combinado del Este) 

Havana, Cuba -

OPEN LETTER 

His Excellency Mr. Alioune Sene 
Chairman, 
United Nations Commission 
on Human Rights 
(Forty-fourth session) 

Their Excellencies the Ambassadors 
of Bulgaria, 
Colombia, 
Ireland, 
Nigeria, 
and the Philippines to the 
Group established 
to investigate the 
human rights situation 
in Cuba 

Your Excellencies, 

There has been much comment throughout the world on police States and the 

practice of thought control. However, it is difficult, not to say impossible, 

for those who have not lived under a conmunist regime to understand its full 

horror. Absolute control over the citizens does not result from a single law 

or decree, but from a gradual process of terror by which submission is imposed 

as a basic requirement for survival. 

This introduction, or preamble, is necessary because the Group of which 

you are members will not be carrying out its work in a democratic country 

where citizens may freely express their thoughts without risking government 

reprisals, but in a country where expressing oneself freely entails a serious 

risk with real and harmful consequences. For these reasons, in order for your 
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investigation to grasp the full scope of the oppression, harassment and 

arbitrary treatment of which the Cuban people are victims, you should have 

some basic knowledge of the situation in Cuba. 

A brief summary of the history of the communist process in Cuba will help 

make you aware of the two sides to the situation in this country; the 

specious picture built up by government propaganda with a meticulously 

constructed facade; and the other, real state of affairs, full of hardship, 

concealed through fear talked about and criticized only in the intimacy of the 

home, and characterized by simulation. 

Let us first look at the fake situation presented officially, which is 

aimed primarily at the world outside and the many foreigners invited by the 

Government for promotional and propaganda reasons at the cost of the people's 

sweat and labour. This outward appearance is based on absolute control of all 

spheres of national activity, in particular the Government's complete 

domination of all the media, which makes it virtually impossible for the 

people to express the truth. To project this image, the Government chose the 

two areas most important for human beings: health and education. As you must 

know, in Cuba the Government is the absolute master of all the country's 

resources and means of production and therefore of all the wealth created? it 

was thus not difficult for the Government, at the expense of the other sectors 

of the economy, to build a facade of special medical centres, such as the 

CIMEQ, the Hermanos Almeijeiros Hospital, the Centre for Immunity Tests and a 

few other selected hospitals throughout the national territory. It should be 

pointed out that most of the hospitals in the capital had been built in the 

Republic before the revolution: the Hospital Nacional (formerly Regla 

Socarras); the Carlos J. Finlay (formerly Hospital Militar); the Prank Pais 

(formerly ONRI)> the Salvador Allende (formerly Covadonga); the Luis Diaz 

Soto (formerly Hospital Naval); the Pando Ferrer (formerly Anti-Blindness 

League) ; the Fajardo (formerly Reina Mercedes)> the Julio Trigo (formerly 

Sanatorio la Esperanza); the Hospital Clinico-Quirurgico del Cerro (formerly 

Mercedes del Puerto); the Miguel Enriquez (formerly La Benefica); the 

Pediatrico del Cerro (formerly Catolicas Cubanas); the Fructuoso Rodriguez 

(formerly Ortopedico); the Oncologico (formerly Kouri)j the Pedro Borras 

(formerly Infantil); and others such as the Calixto Garcia, Emergencias, the 

Marianao y Vedado Maternity Hospitals, Quinta Dependientes, Balear, etc. 
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The staff working in the medical centres selected to show to foreigners 

are chosen for their complete identification with the political system, from 

clerks to doctors. All have attended seminars on how to tell foreign visitors 

how good the system is. The care and supporting facilities in these centres 

are not to be found anywhere else. The additional benefits enjoyed by those 

working in such centres are an incentive to comply with the least suggestion 

and perform their functions zealously. It is in these selected hospitals, 

such as the CIMEQ (reserved for important figures in the Government and 

Communist Party and foreigners) that patients receive proper medical 

assistance and care. But are these the prevailing conditions in the country's 

other medical centres? We are not asking you to accept our opinion, but that 

of Fidel Castro himself and his journalists: we quote word for word the 

headlines of two articles in the Cuban press on the subject. One, from the 

newspaper Granma of 2 August 1986, reads as follows; "Fidel meets with health 

leaders to discuss the causes of the people's dissatisfaction with the poor 

quality of health services in Havana". The other is from the newspaper 

Juventud Rebelde of 26 November 1987, by the journalist Luis Hernandez 

Serrano, and reads as follows: "who is waiting for whom in the clinics? 

Crammed with people, dirty floors, no water, seriously ill patients waiting to 

be seen". If we add what the press leaves out, such as cne average 

three-month wait to see a specialist, the shortage of medicines, the 

ill-treatment of patients, the suspension of consultations and even the need 

to supplement patients' food by bringing in a piece of fruit or chicken, we 

will have a good idea of what medical care is really like in Cuba, something 

quite different from what it is claimed to be and what is presented to foreign 

visitors, among whom you yourselves will undoubtedly be in a very special 

category. 

For your further information we have copied below a section of the 

confidential report prepared by the Communist Party's public opinion team in 

the province of Holguin, which reads: "To inform the Party leaders how the 

people rate the services provided by the health sector in 19 municipalities in 

the province of Holguin, the Public Opinion Section of the Department of 

Revolutionary Orientation of the Provincial Committee of the Communist Party 

analysed 10,756 opinions received during the second half of 1987, with the 

following results: 
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1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

Municipalities 

Gibara 

Rafael Freyre 

Banes 

Antilia 

Baguanos 

Holguin 

Calixto Garcia 

Cacolum 

Urbano Noris 

Cue to 

Mayari 

Frank Pais 

Sagua de Tanamo 

Moa 

Family doctor 

AIDS 

Total 

Total 
opinions 

813 

318 

638 

1 296 

397 

1 764 

41 

313 

733 

762 

1 028 

162 

1 211 

227 

671 

382 

10 756 

_ _ _ _ _ _ 

Total 
negative 

761 

209 

614 

1 166 

370 

1 613 

22 

306 

690 

737 

780 

95 

1 165 

175 

436 

279 

9 418 

. 

Percentage 

93.6 

65.7 

96.2 

89.9 

93.1 

91.4 

53.6 

97.7 

94.1 

96.1 

75.8 

58.6 

96.2 

77 

64.9 

73 

87.6 

1 
Total positive 

52 

109 

24 

130 

27 

151 

19 

7 

43 

25 

248 

67 

46 

52 

235 

103 

1 338 

The report also contins 32 pages of complaints to back up these opinions, 

which we have not included for lack of space. 

The educational sphere, for its part, is something that deserves thorough 

international inspection to reveal the serious crime that is being committed 

against Cuban youth. Under the pretext of providing access for everyone to 

free education, a principle which is sure to win goodwill and approval from 

any observer who is not aware of the hidden objective, the Cuban regime has 

eliminated all types of private, religious, apolitical education, as found in 

most countries in the world, and established instead a single, compulsory, 

system based on a highly politicized materialist approach, in which God, the 

family and the home have been eliminated from the education to be given the 

student. The basic concepts of law and justice are not considered necessary 

for the pupils. Subjects such as morals and civics, logic, study of the 

Constitution, etc., in which they used to be taught ideas essential for a 
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proper appreciation of society and human co-existence, have been eliminated 

from the syllabuses to make room for subjects such as dialectic materialism, 

history of the Communist international workers' movement, historical 

materialism, basic military training and other similar matters, in which, 

besides the cult of violence, they are taught a vision of the world based on: 

the "obscurantist and retrograde" nature of a belief in God, the aberrant 

character of political doctrines different from Marxism-Leninism, the 

inevitable triumph of communism, the need for a militaristic society, and 

especially, hatred for anyone opposed to communism. This educational system 

denies students access to knowledge of the schools of thought of mankind in 

general and limits their studies to a Marxist approach that forces them to 

accept as laws what were no more than theories. Students are obliged to 

accept and repeat theoretical ideas which are contradicted by reality, 

increasing their confusion and uncertainty. They are told that the people own 

all the means of production - factories, theatres, buses, etc. - but they soon 

discover that all the people really own is their hardship and their poverty. 

They are told the people are free, but they see that they cannot say, let 

alone write, what they believe or deduce, that they cannot move about freely 

or travel outside their country. They are told that we are all equal, but 

they see their families crammed into wretched little rooms while the "leaders" 

live in comfortable mansions and travel about in modern cars. They are told 

that communism is the most advanced and fairest political and economic system, 

but they remember that they have been carrying ration cards for nearly a 

quarter of a century. 

Education is supposed to be free, but from the secondary level onwards, 

students are forced to do agricultural work without any pay. The basic and 

pre-university secondary schools in country areas are located in relation to 

the needs of agricultural production and not to the centres of population and 

their educational needs, i.e. priority is given to production and not to 

education. For many students this agricultural work is exhausting, and the 

widespread use of medical certificates to avoid such exploitation has led to 

crises, which have been reported in the press, e.g. in the newspaper Somos 

Jovenes. 

In higher education, the "teaching-production" plan introduced in 1970 

makes it mandatory to combine work with study as a form of "comprehensive 

education", but students in their first and second years have to work half a 

day - four hours per day - in factories as ordinary labour, sweeping floors, 
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loading goods, etc., with no educational purpose and no pay whatsoever; 

instead of classes they get lectures and in fact they have to teach themselves. 

The experience with scholarship plans another of the methods applied in 

the educational system, was truly disastrous, and there is no mention in any 

of the media today of a topic so widely discussed some years ago. 

Furthermore, at the expense of resources for Cuban students, the Government is 

permanently supporting some 22,000 foreign students, not to help needy 

countries but to prepare political cadres who will be useful later on to 

implement its traditional policy of world subversion. 

The Government alleges that its teaching methods have produced 20,000 

doctors - with no mention, naturally, of their quality - but does not say that 

they have also produced tens of thousands of criminal offenders, who have made 

Cuba a sick society, as is unequivocally revealed in an article by 

Reynold Rassi in the newspaper Granroa of 8 April 1988, which states that 

between 1980 and 1986 alone, the criminal courts heard over one and a half 

million cases. If we consider the fact that one case may involve up to 10 or 

more persons, we will have a clear idea of the actual results of the Cuban 

educational system: in less than 7 years, more than 15 per cent of the total 

population has been charged and prosecuted; if we leave out children and old 

people, the proportion is higher. If we add criminal cases for the period 

1960-1980, we understand why Castro's Cuba has the highest proportion of 

criminals to total population of all the countries in the world. Perhaps the 

best indication of the quality of the education dispensed by the Communist 

system in Cuba is the fact that 90 per cent of the criminal population are 

less than 27 years of age, i.e. young people born and brought up on the 

Revolution. Other revealing pieces of information are that 76 per cent of 

young people over 15 years of age are addicted to tobacco; that consumption 

of drugs among young people is reaching alarming proportions; that under-age 

pregnancies are of such magnitude as to be a national tragedy - out of 1,725 

births in an Oriente Hospital in 1986, 34 per cent were to mothers under 

14 years of age (the magazine, Bohemia, 22 June 1987); that venereal disease 

and syphilis are spreading among young people at a terrifying rate -

60,000 cases, according to the Ministry of Public Health. 

To conclude our discussion of this topic, we should like to indicate to 

the members of the Committee some of the lesser damage caused by the 

educational system applied in Cuba: (1) The decline in the teaching of 
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manners, which used to have such influence and receive so much attention in 

our country, involving respect for one's elders and reverence for the old, 

courtesy towards ladies, sympathy and support for invalids, blind people, the 

disabled, etc., the use of polite phrases such as "please", "thank you", 

"don't mention it", etc. (2) The degeneration of our Spanish language, 

especially among students and people who, though no longer students, have been 

educated by the same system, a language tainted by the introduction of idioms 

of the lowest sort, coarse language and swear words, and a poverty of diction 

that is frightening. (3) The deterioration of parent-child relationships 

because of the serious undermining of parental authority by the idea of "free 

development of children and adolescents" which has been drilled into children 

and young people. Sexual permissiveness has been the starting point here, 

through sex education in schools. Its chief exponent-, Dr. Alvarez Lajonchere, 

uses such "moral and instructive" phrases as: "virginity: the most 

anachronistic symbol of the underevaluation of women", the title of one of his 

main works. 

This has been a brief analysis of the actual situation in the two key 

areas, health and education, in which the Castro regime claims to have made 

its great achievements in 3 0 years of absolute iron rule in Cuba. We have 

taken you behind the facade that maintains the myth of the developments in 

health and education achieved by Fidel Castro and exposed the poor quality and 

organization of the social services and the results of the single educational 

system imposed over nearly 30 years of so-called "life ownership" of the 

nation, a period of time which, in a climate of freedom, democracy, social 

justice and public order such as we fought for, would have enabled more than 

seven democratic administrations to carry out their policies and allowed the 

Cuban people to enjoy the ensuing benefits. 

At the beginning of this paper, we told you that there were two versions 

of the situation in Cuba, one a fabrication, whose evolution and results we 

have briefly discussed, and the other quite different, the real and undeniable 

one, which covers the true history of all the hardships suffered by our people 

and the violations of their human rights and fundamental freedoms during the 

past three decades. This is the real history. 

After the revolutionary triumph of 1959, the Cuban people hoped for a 

real democracy with freedom and social justice, in keeping with the principles 

proclaimed by the person who took over the Government of the nation, 

Fidel Castro. However, that hope was not to last very long. For the 
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politically sophisticated, the Communist conspiracy within the Government and 

armed forces was immediately obvious. The revolution had been supported by a 

vast majority of people with democratic ideas, but the masses, lacking in 

political experience, did not have a clear idea of what was happening at the 

government level. They trusted the person whose populist rhetoric assured 

them that the revolution was "as green as the palm trees" - as opposed to red 

- and that he, Fidel Castro, was not a Communist. His "de facto" Government 

used this deception to ride out the first stages of discontent and 

insurrection led chiefly by the members of the rebel army themselves, who had 

already discovered the first signs of betrayal. The suspension of the 

political parties in January 19 61, as a response to the widespread demand for 

elections, was the first major violation of the rights of the Cuban people 

(not to speak of the travesties of justice in the courtrooms and the massive 

confiscations of property) and led to armed uprisings virtually throughout the 

hills and valleys of Cuba. Very early on, the Communist International, in 

secret dealings with Fidel Castro, began to intervene in the internal conflict 

in Cuba, sending in various types of weapons - machine guns, rifles, 

helicopters, tanks, etc. - which were used for repression against the people. 

The first real steps towards establishing a police State or "dictatorship 

of the proletariat", a favourite way of referring to that process in 

dialectical parlance, occurred with the military victory over Brigade 2 506, 

made up of some 1,200 Cubans, which landed at Playa Giron, on the Bay of Pigs, 

in April 1961. The Cuban Government admitted what it had so far constantly 

denied in public: its Communist ideology. It immediately began a process of 

mass repression, creating prisons in places of a revealing kind and size, such 

as sports stadiums, theatres and cinemas in all the country's towns and 

villages. In the capital, the following were some of the places used for that 

purpose: the Ciudad Deportiva - an immense indoor stadium in the Calzada de 

Rancho Boyeros - and the largest theatres such as the America and the 

Blanquita, now the Carlos Marx. The arbitrary mass arrests of citizens not 

sympathetic to or identified with the incipient Communist process extended to 

all the provinces and all spheres of the nation's life: government, army, 

work places, universities, secondary educational establishments and the 

peasantry (violation of article 9 of the Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights). The Government also took over, always without compensation, the few 

independent media that had not already been taken over in previous 

interventions or nationalizations (violation of article 17 of the Universal 
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Declaration of Human Rights). From then on, no one would have any information 

on what was to occur in the country, namely, a re-enactment of the Stalinist 

period in Soviet Russia. Our people had to bear it when the insurgents were 

shot immediately after capture, with no trial or defence, Act 988 (violation 

of articles 8, 10 and 11 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights); they 

experienced searches and raids on their homes without authorization or a 

judicial warrant (violation of article 12 of the Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights); they suffered from the activities of the Committees for 

Defence of the Revolution, established in September 1960 for the political 

classification, supervision and denunciation of citizens (violation of 

articles 2 and 12 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights); they 

observed the increasing power given to those committees in their use as 

paramilitary forces to harass and put mob pressure on non-communist citizens; 

they found that anybody could be arrested and held incommunicado, without 

evidence or charges; they knew, since it was publicly acknowledged, of the 

illegal practice of using undercover police agents to induce dissidents to 

engage in conspiracy, so as to secure the imprisonment or physical elimination 

of the opposition. There was no need to cause anyone to "disappear" because 

Cuba had the equivalent with a semblance of legality: the "Revolutionary 

Tribunals", made up of members of the army and the political police itself, 

where convictions were handed down from above before the farce of a trial was 

carried out. People were sentenced to death or imprisonment - usually long 

terms of up to 30 years - with no need for evidence or witnesses; the mere 

conviction - or decision - of the Department of State Security, endorsed by 

the courts, was sufficient (violation of articles 10 and 11 of the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights). After all, who could protest and to whom? Few 

lawyers were willing to risk defending cases - where this was allowed - since 

the handful who did so often found themselves in the dock, later on, watching 

helplessly while the law and justice were trampled underfoot. Those were 

terrible years, years red with blood. The prisons of the whole island did not 

have enough space for the enormous number of political prisoners; such was 

the opposition and such the resulting repression. Even the forts from the 

colonial era were fitted out as prisons; today they are hurriedly being 

cleared, before the Group arrives. To say there were 50,000 political 

prisoners would have been a conservative figure. Ordinary prisoners were 

moved to the newly established concentration camps or "farms", as they were 

euphemistically called. A psychological war was also begun against the people 
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with continual military parades and a threatening display of endless lines of 

tanks, cannons, rocket launchers, special troops and supersonic aircraft 

flying low, which highlighted the militaristic and aggressive nature of the 

regime. 

This violent process of terror lasted for at least the whole of the 1960s 

and the beginning of the 1970s. For years the Cuban Government repeatedly 

refused to permit visits to Cuba by international institutions and bodies, 

such as the United Nations, Organization of American States, Red Cross, etc., 

that were concerned at the charges of gross violations of human rights being 

committed in the country. 

Professionals and workers who had administrative or high-ranking posts 

but were not politically involved in the communist process lost their jobs and 

were left unemployed or sent into a different line of work. It was not 

unusual to see a worker become an administrator, a middle-level technical 

worker in an engineer's post or an office worker doing legal work. The 

essential thing was that staunch supporters of the regime should have the best 

and most important posts and that those out of sympathy with it should lose 

their positions and high incomes, if they had them (violation of article 23 of 

the Universal Declaration of Human Rights). Students who showed any signs of 

opposition or resistance to the Government's measures in the educational 

sphere, such as the imposition of Marxism-Leninism, or the obligation to join 

the student militia and attend the Government's political meetings, were 

expelled from schools and universities (violation of articles 2 and 26 of the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights). Peasants in the areas of armed 

uprisings who did not denounce the insurgents were dispossessed of their land 

and deported to far-off places with no kind of compensation (violation of 

article 17 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights). In areas of intense 

guerrilla activity, such as Escambray in the southern part of Las Villas 

Province, mass banishments took place in 1961, 1962 and 1963 and the houses of 

those who resisted were destroyed (violation of articles 12 and 13 of the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights). The thousands of banished peasant 

families were dispersed and relocated in remote areas, in 15 new settlements: 

some in Guane, in the far western portion of the Island, such as Sandino, 

Lopez Pefia and Briones Montoto; other communities in Moron and Ciego de 

Avila, in Avila Province; the Wilfredo Pages community, 16 km from Sagua 

La Grande in Villa Clara Province. In addition, the entire peasantry were 

silenced by being forced to sell their products exclusively to the Government 
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and at the prices set by the Government, which entered their meagre profits in 

the books and allowed them to keep them on condition that they reported births 

and deaths. 

All this savage repression was conducted with the advice of specialists 

from the communist camp, basically Soviets. It should be stressed that this 

entire process of repression, at the centre of which were the shootings, was 

not limited to those who opposed the Government or struggled actively against 

it. The process was a generalized one of terror because it also extended to 

young people and even to children. In 1963 the Compulsory Military Service 

Act was passed, under which young people virtually lost their freedom, being 

locked up in military camps for three years with very little contact with 

their families or friends. They were subjected to strict discipline and 

forced to receive Marxist indoctrination. There was great resistance by the 

young people, but the repression was greater still. The sentences on those 

who refused to do military service were never less than five years in prison, 

and those already in the army who showed signs of discontent or opposition 

were sent to the terrible UMAP (Military Production Assistance Unit), forced 

labour camps under armed surveillance in remote areas where all types of 

abuses were committed, including beatings and harassment (violation of 

article 5 of the Univversal Declaration of Human Rights). The generation of 

citizens who are about 40 years old today still remember the name of UMAP with 

horror. In the educational sphere, when the single system was established 

private and religious schools were abolished and prison sentences were 

envisaged for anyone - meaning parents - who taught pupils anything other than 

what was taught in the schools - article 374 of the Penal Code (violation of 

article 26, paragraph 3, of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights). It is 

sufficient to read a textbook of Cuban or modern history, to see the 

distortions and falsehoods it contains, or a physics textbook, where it is 

claimed that most of mankind's inventions were the work of Soviet scientists 

but that the Americans, English, Germans, etc. have taken the credit for them. 

In 1968 the "Revolutionary Offensive" was unleashed, during which all 

privately owned restaurants, bars, cafes and small businesses in the country 

were closed down with no financial compensation whatsoever (violation of 

article 17, paragraph 2, of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights). Laws 

were enacted such as the Surplus Manpower Act in 1969, whereby Government 

claimed the right to dismiss anyone it wanted to; this naturally rebounded 

upon apolitical persons and those out of sympathy with the regime. At first 
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such persons, who numbered in the thousands, did not lose their pay, but with 

the subsequent enactment of the "Vagrancy Act" in January 1971, those who had 

been dismissed were required to accept any job, generally at a lower social 

level, e.g. in construction, agriculture, manual labour, street-cleaning and 

grave digging, etc. This process culminated in the decree adjusting pay to 

the job held. 

As a consequence of the struggle to recover freedom and democracy and of 

the system of discrimination and terror imposed by the Government, with its 

record of thousands of lives snuffed out by the firing-squads and many more 

thousands imprisoned with or without justification, many of the others, the 

victims of terror, insecurity and persecution, seized upon the only 

possibility remaining to them: flight. All available means were used: they 

sought asylum in embassies, built themselves boats, including makeshift wooden 

rafts, seized aeroplanes and ships. More than a few tried swimming to foreign 

merchant ships docked outside the ports. But the system's savage repression 

and terror also reached those who were only trying to escape. Heavily-armed 

guards and surveillance devices were placed around all the Latin American 

embassies that agreed to give political asylum; these still exist today. 

Rafts and other boats caught leaving the country were machine-gunned and sunk 

by the air force and navy without any danger to themselves and without any 

consideration for the fact that women and children were travelling in them. 

The shipwrecked were left to the mercy of the sharks. Anyone who aided or 

collaborated in or had knowledge of preparations for leaving the country and 

did not report them was sentenced to up to six years in prison. As a means of 

tightening the repression even further, navy patrols with torpedo boats and 

shore patrols by armed guards with trained dogs were introduced. Sentences 

for the offence of simply attempting to leave the country, with no violence 

and at one's own expense, were in some cases as high as 18 years in prison 

(violation of article 13, paragraph 2 of the Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights). 

In short, the people's uprisings and attempts to free themselves from the 

iron grip of the dictatorship were severely put down, with bloodshed and 

imprisonment; there was no one to turn to in order to demand freedom and 

rights; the courts were composed of and dominated by the agents of repression 

themselves; the possibility of flight was ultimately too serious a risk; 

young people were pulled out of their homes and forced to take up arms against 

their will; arbitrariness and discrimination were the established form of 
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government .install; spheres ofonational li£e:;n jobs,< offices aihd ffcactbries> -; * •-• 

educationaliinstitutions, the countryside and'agricultures All the'me<iia" wete-

in the bands;; of I the Government and functioned- in5 terms;-afrits policy of -° '•,:—a 

dictatorship of the proletariat. And so we^ ask youy itteMbers- of the -' '•' 

Uni ted £lat ions; Grbup,: in: £uch '•• a si tuatioil^ What? Opt ibri & id this poor hat ioh 

have left? Only one: dissimulation. It lowered its head, sharing eerily with 

relatives or close friends its discontent, the harassment and discrimination 

it suffered and its yearning for its lost rights and freedomsV:'x It lowered- its 

head and its voice/ because it was not even allowed to speak- of its pain, arid 

began; to, yield to- all the Government's demands arid impositions:'''••'• political 

involvement and voluntary work in order to keep a decent'job; ' political''; 

involvement to be allowed to study? silence and approval for all laws arid 

decrees, even if they meant a reduction in income or food rations, entailing a 

greater dependence on whatever could be obtained on the black market - which 

also carried a risk of imprisonment. In short, "yes" tb anythirig the 

Government decided, even if it came as a "suggestion* to donate blood, or 

money to arm the militias. You had to yield and pretend in order to live. 

You had to attend all the Government's political meetings, where there was 

nearly always a roll-call in the assembly areas; you had to raise your hand 

in approval, shout "Fidel, Fidel"j and when you completed a professional 

degree, you had to take a loyalty oath to the Commander-in-Chief, the 

Communist Party and the ideas of Marxism-Leninism, as the doctor's oath runs 

in part.-. •..vv.:? ;••;-:.••••• •!•:• ;.• 

Mentipn should also be made of other laws and decrees which the 

Government has been introducing: the 1971 Registration of Address Act, under 

which everyone is obliged to report to the Committee for Defence of the 

Revolution and fill out a form giving any temporary or permanent change of 

address (violation of article 13 of the Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights); the 1973 Identity Card Act whereby every Cuban citizen over 16 years 

of age is required, under oath, to fill in a form providing detailed 

information about himself; all former addresses? places and dates of 

studies;, all former jobs, with places and salaries; any; arrests or judicial 

penalties, with dates and sentence; past or present membership in political, 

social and religious organizations and offices held in them; particulars of 

marriages and divorces; photographs and fingerprints; all this together with 

the compulsory carrying of the identity card at all times and in all places 

(violation of article 12 of the Universal Declarationrof Human Rights).; 
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On 24 February; 1976» the [country supposedly:establishedunew institutions•-'>• 

when a new Constitution entered into forces but it continued-under the same 

arbitrary and absolute regime* In Cuba* ;as in'all communist countries, then ; 

country'si supreme,authority is the General Secretary of the Communist Party. 

The new Constitution established the machinery for electing the Chairman of 

the Council of State and the Chairman of-the Council of Ministers; These 

procedures therefore exist in theory, although in practice the elections-are 

subj ect to all kinds of discriminatipn and devices impeding the r ights Of the 

opposition, but there; is no procedure for electing the supreme authority."*- the 

people can neither put forward candidates nor vote, these being the exclusive 

prerogative of the Communist party. At the proposal of the Political Bureau, 

the members of the Central Committee of the Communist Party vote on whether to 

approve the single candidate proposed (violation of article 21 of the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights). " 

With the Constitution in force, the Pre-Criminal and Post-Criminal Danger 

Act was passed in 1978; under it, any citizen may be imprisoned or sent to a 

re-education farm without any charges or offence, on a mere decision by the 

paramilitary forces of the CDRs that it is not advisable for a particular 

person to remain at liberty (violation of articles 3 and 9 of the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights). With an awareness of all these controls, 

restrictions and individual surveillance, you as members of the Group will be 

able to recognize what is quite correctly defined as a police State. Its 

citizens have been prevented from acting as they see fit and forced to follow 

in complete impotence anything the Government dictates or stipulates; thus 

what this all amounts to is thought control. 

Let it not be thought that the repressive measures, arbitrary behaviour 

and impunity of the political police and the courts have ended or 

disappeared. No. All that continues, more or less openly and with more or 

less severity according to circumstances, as shown by the following: the 

massacre in which the pleasure boat XX Aniversarib was machine-gunned and sunk 

at the mouth of the Canimar River in Matanzas, on 6 July 1980, in which nearly 

60 people perished; the detainees recently found hanged in Departments of 

State Security, such as those in the famous Zapata case; .the secret 

firing-squads; the intimidation of peasants who have kept small private plots 

to get them to join the so-called co-operatives and therefore leave their 

lands (violation of article 13^ paragraph 1, and article 20, paragraph 2, of 

the Universal Declaration of Human Rights); ;the trial and imprisonment -
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until his death in prison - of the defence lawyer in the famous 1984 case 

against the citizens who tried to found the trade union "Autonomous Labour 

Movement" (violation of article 11, paragraph 1, and article 23, paragraph 4, 

of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights); the institution of a new Penal 

Code in which every civil right recognized is governed by a final clause that 

virtually invalidates it when the regime so desires; the arrests and 

convictions of persons for merely listening to Radio Marti (violation of 

article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights); the continuing 

requirement of political involvement in order to obtain a decent job or job in 

keeping with the job-seeker's capacities (violation of articles 1, 2 and 23 of 

the Universal Declaration of Human Rights): the ban on independent trade 

unions (violation of article 23, paragraph 4, of the Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights); the ban on associations to defend human rights (violation of 

article 20, paragraph 1, of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights); the 

requirement of political involvement for students to have the right to 

secondary, and especially higher, technical education (violation of 

articles 1, 2 and 26, paragraph 1, of the Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights); the many discriminatory regulations in all spheres, such as the 

recent announcement by the Ministry of Internal Trade (published in Granma, 

1 April 1988) that in order to buy a household appliance - television, 

refrigerator, etc. - it was necessary not only to be a member of a communist 

organization, but to have "distinguished oneself in the country's defence", 

which in plain language means nothing more than distinguishing oneself in 

defending the Castro regime (violation of articles 1, 2 and 25, paragraph 1, 

of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights); the continuation of compulsory 

military service, now with the aggravating factor that conscripts are used as 

troops for military intervention in other countries; the increase in the 

"frozen zones" - residential areas in the cities, especially the capital, 

reserved for military staff and Party, Government and foreign officials -

restricting the housing available for the people, with a consequent increase 

in slum neighbourhoods, of which there are already 62 in Havana and 28 in 

Santiago de Cuba, the country's second largest city; the continual 

irregularities and non-observance of rights in legal cases and trials; the 

staff of 76,000 maintained by the Ministry of the Interior; the repressive 

and war-like atmosphere periodically revived by Fidel Castro through the 

creation of frequent crises, involving threats of war, military manoeuvres, 

military parades and popular mobilizations called "Marches of the Fighting 



- 16 -

People", all of the foregoing in a psychological war against the oppressed 

Cuban people with the imposition of his militarized society and a rationing 

system for all essentials - food, clothing, household goods, housing - which 

has been going on for 26 years now. 

And now, with the intention of deceiving the members of the 

United Nations Group, human rights committees have been established in 

factories and work places and in secondary schools and universities, using the 

existing iron control over the workers and students. These human rights 

committees are responsible for giving lectures and seminars on human rights, 

and as a guide and textbook they are provided with portions of speeches by 

Fidel Castro and press articles stressing social rights such as medical 

assistance, jobs and education as the only human rights, while the civil, 

political and legal rights conferred by the fundamental citizens, freedoms 

recognized in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights are deprecated and 

treated as distorted interpretations based on capitalist ideas. The function 

of these human rights committees, established on higher instructions, is 

apparently to "look after" the United Nations Group if it happens to pay them 

a visit. 

If one read through each of the 30 articles of the Universal Declaration 

of Human Rights, adopted and proclaimed by the United Nations General Assembly 

on 10 December 1948 - of which Cuba is a signatory - it would be difficult to 

find four articles which the Fidel Castro regime has not violated during its 

nearly 30 years of absolute power. There are violations of the rights of the 

Cuban people so obvious that they hardly require investigation. In an 

interview with the journalist Maria Shriver of the American network NBC on 

24 February 1988, the supreme authority himself, Fidel Castro, provides them 

in his replies - for example: "There is no opposition press here, and there 

will never be one". "We do not have and are not going to have a mixed 

economy, nor do we have or are we going to have a multi-party system." "Here 

in Cuba, opposition is conducted within the Party and within the mass 

organizations. Our periodicals can be critical, but they criticize within the 

Revolution, not against it." "We will not accept opposition against the 

Revolution." 

Members of the Group, that is in outline the past and current history of 

our people, which inevitably underlies all procedures for interpreting and 

responding to problems. These are situations and practices that have become 

established, and like a sword of Damocles over every head, live in the minds 
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and fears of every Cuban, so that before he says what he feels in his heart 

and flesh, he will remember that prison is a terrible thing, that he;might 

lose his job, his children might suffer hardship, his family be ostracized, 

stigmatized and even attacked, and that he is really defenceless against the 

power and absolute impunity of the regime. 

Members of the United Nations Group, it is important for you tP keep 

these actual facts of the Cuban people's situation in mind if your 

investigation is to get through the barrier of uncertainty, fear and veiled 

threats which the regime has put round every Cuban. In conclusion, we should 

like to inform you that our personal testimony on the violations of our human 

rights will be contained in a separate document. 

We Cuban political prisoners wish you success in your mission and have 

faith in your objectivity. 

Accept, Your Excellencies, the assurances of our highest consideration. 

(Signed) [46 signatures] 

Havana, 28 May 1988 



Annex XXVII 

;i, LETTER SIGNED BX 22 MEMBERS OF THE POLITICAL PRISONERS ORGANIZATION 
DELIVERED TO AMBASSADOR DICHEV (BULGARIA) AND AMBASSADOR LILLIS 

::; (IRELAND)'ON 29 SEPTEMBER 1988 IN THE COMBINADO DEL ESTE PRISON 

•.'TO-.: THE UNITED NATIONS COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS : 

VIOLATIONS IN CUBA OF HUMAN RIGHTS SET FORTH 
; i': :•-IN. THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION. OF HUMAN RIGHTS 

Habana del Este Prison (Combinado del Este), 16 September 1988 

Article 1. All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. 

They aire endowed with reason arid conscience and should act towards one another 

in a spirit of brotherhood. 

Ever since its earliest years, the Cuban Revolution has made hatred its 

main watchword, as an affirmation of the system that was to be imposed in the 

context of the class struggle characteristic: of a Marxist system. This hatred 

was quickly inculcated in the masses, who as they shouted "Shoot him" were 

venting the full force of their hostility not only against the soldiers of the 

deposed regime, but also against all those who were hostile to the 

revolutionary process. The people were accordingly bombarded with a series of 

insulting epithets such as worm, lumpenproletariat, a blot on society, 

anti-social, counter-revolutionary, delinquents and other morally offensive 

terms. 

Children and young people in schools and workers at their work places 

have been indoctrinated in this hatred spawned by the Revolution. It has 

driven people to such aggressive acts as stoning arid beating others (so-called 

acts of repudiation) for professing their political or religious beliefs or 

exercising their inalienable right of freedom of movement by choosing to go 

into exile rather than live in slavery. 

Article 2. Everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth in 

this Declaration, Without distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, 

language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, 

property, birth or other status. 

Shortly after the establishment of the revolutionary Government in Cuba, 

all political parties were banned. When the Marxist-Leninist nature of the 

Revolution was proclaimed in April 1961, a de facto totalitarian regime was 

established. ,-: . .•-••'.:-.•.-.., 

Contrary to the terms of this article of the Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights, Cuban citizens were stripped of all their rights. Only persons 

active in one of the mass organizations established by the Revolution were 

allowed to enjoy those rights, provided the rights did not run counter to the 

interests of the Revolution. 

1U 



- 2 -

When the Socialist Constitution entered into force on 24 February 1976, 

against the wishes of the Cuban people, the existence of a single party - the 

Communist Party - was proclaimed- The Socialist Constitution itself violates 

article 2 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and distorts the 

concept of equality by stating: "Absolute equality of rights and obligations 

for all citizens is hereby established, and discrimination on grounds of race, 

colour, sex or national origin is prohibited and shall be punishable under the 

law". On the surface, this article of the Socialist Constitution would appear 

to reflect the tenor of the Universal Declaration, but this is not the case. 

The article makes no mention of freedom of political opinion. In other words, 

de jure and de facto it declares that Cuba is "a single-party, authoritarian 

and totalitarian State", because by failing to recognize any legal opposition, 

it denies the majority of the population the right to participate in the 

country's political life. Fidel Castro himself, in a recent interview with 

the United States journalist, Maria Shriver, said that there would be no 

opposition parties or freedom of the press in Cuba. 

Just as with discrimination on political grounds, which is characteristic 

of Marxist-Leninist regimes, there is glaring religious discrimination and a 

long record of persecution, expulsion of priests and nuns, closure of 

churches, harassment of church members, and similar hoscile acts intended to 

curb and abolish religious freedom. 

A transitional period during which the Revolution was the only source of 

law was followed by the institutionalization stage. Before this process took 

place, a referendum was held on 15 February 1976 to decide on the draft 

Socialist Constitution. It was held during a strict state of siege, with more 

than 1 million Cubans (10 per cent of the population) in exile and the prisons 

crammed with political prisoners. Consequently, while one sector of the 

population was alienated or banned from political life, the so-called 

Socialist Constitution was adopted unilaterally. As is customary in any 

referendum held by totalitarian regimes, the Constitution was adopted by an 

overwhelming majority (97.7 per cent of the participants). 

This Socialist Constitution reaffirms its "class" and dictatorial nature 

by stipulating: "The exercise of human rights may not and shall not lead, on 

the grounds of their preservation, to the jeopardization of the integrity of 

society, its socialist system o£ Government, or its Marxist-Leninist 

precepts". The absolutist regime was thus legalized. 
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A r t i c l e 3. Everyone has the r i gh t to l i f e , l i b e r t y and s e c u r i t y of person. 

This a r t i c l e was one of the f i r s t t o be viola ted by the Revolution when 

the death pena l ty by f i r ing-squad was res tored r e t r o a c t i v e l y . 

The 1940 Cons t i tu t ion , which the armed revolution had promised t o 

r e i n s t a t e a f t e r the i n su r r ec t i on was over , was amended and in i t s p l a c e the 

Cons t i t u t i on of 1959 came i n t o e f f e c t . The 1940 Const i tu t ion had s p e c i f i c a l l y 

s t a t e d : "The death pena l ty i s p r o h i b i t e d " . 

This p r i n c i p l e of respect for l i f e and personal s ecu r i t y was abrogated 

and replaced by the death p e n a l t y by f i r ing-squad which was based on Cuban 

procedura l law of 1896, when Cuba had been under arms, and was incorpora ted in 

Regulat ion No. 1 of the Penal Code of 1958 promulgated in the S i e r r a Maestra. 

Not only members of the armed forces of the deposed regime were immediatley 

sho t , bu t a l so any persons who, foreseeing the Marxis t -Leninis t course 

of the revolut ionary process , had begun t o oppose the Revolut ion. 

Act No. 425 of 7 July 1959 was a l so incorporated in the Soc i a l Defence 

Code in order to enforce the death pena l ty aga ins t persons de ta ined for 

p o l i t i c a l reasons . Fir ing ranges throughout the island became l e g a l murder 

s i t e s , and count less v a l i a n t Cubans were shot every day. The b a r b a r i t y 

assumed alarming propor t ions when, under Act No. 988 of 29 November 1961, the 

a u t h o r i t i e s began to execute wi th in 24 hours and without previous t r i a l , 

persons detained for having p a r t i c i p a t e d in an uprising or any o ther so -ca l l ed 

"coun te r - revo lu t ionary" a c t i v i t y , thereby denying access to a proper t r i a l and 

the r e l evan t i n v e s t i g a t i o n s . 

The c i v i l cour ts were abol ished in the same year 1959, and the m i l i t a r y 

c o u r t s were made responsible for handling p o l i t i c a l cases . These c o u r t s were 

composed exclus ive ly of members of the armed forces , from judges and 

p rosecu to r s to (court-appointed) defence lawyers. In some cases," these cour t 

o f f i c i a l s were chosen in the most ad hoc fashion or lacked even the most basic 

l e g a l t r a i n i n g . Most of the sentences had been already decided by the 

Department of S ta te Secur i ty and the summary t r i a l s were a mockery of 

j u s t i c e . Revolutionary Courts No. 1 (La Cabafia), No. 2 (Las V i l l a s ) and No. 3 

(Sant iago de Cuba) were no to r ious . Pr i soners who were not sentenced to death 

u s u a l l y received long pr ison terms with forced labour. 

A r t i c l e 4. No one s h a l l be held in s lavery or se rv i tude ; s l avery and the 

s lave t rade s h a l l be proh ib i ted in a l l t h e i r forms. 

S o c i a l i s t Cuba, following the gu ide l ine s of d i a l e c t i c a l and h i s t o r i c a l 

ma te r i a l i sm, has imposed s lave labour as a means of subjugating the Cuban 

people . 
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Neo-s lavery ( s c i e n t i f i c s l a v e r y ) , which i s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of the 

d i c t a t o r s h i p of the p r o l e t a r i a t , i s subjec t ing the people to the e x p l o i t a t i o n 

of man by the S t a t e . The people , a f t e r working for a r id icu lous ly low wage, 

are ob l iged to turn out in force for voluntary work, or face losing t h e i r 

j o b s . S tudents have to pay for t h e i r s t u d i e s or par t of t h e i r s t u d i e s through 

unpaid l abour . Exhausting work in the s o c i a l i s t socie ty i s the only u n i t of 

exchange, and t h a t in p r a c t i c e means e x p l o i t a t i o n . 

P o l i t i c a l p r i sone r s have not been spared t h i s form of s l ave ry . Persons 

sentenced t o forced labour were sent t o I s l a de Pinos National P r i son , and in 

1964 the Camilo Cienfuegos forced labour p lan was s t a r t e d . I t l e f t in i t s 

t r a i l v i c t ims such as Ernesto Diaz Madruga, Diosdado Aquit Manrique, 

Danny Crespo, Roberto Lopez Chavez, Eddy Lopez, J u l i o Tang Texier and 

Franc i sco Novales, and hundreds more were maimed. The hor rors of t h i s Dantean 

odyssey have no p a r a l l e l in our c o u n t r y ' s h i s t o r y . In view of the p r i s o n e r s ' 

s t o u t r e s i s t a n c e and the revuls ion caused by these crimes, the Government was 

forced t o c lose down the National Pr ison on the I s l a de Pinos in 

February 1967, and se t up concen t ra t ion camps - i ron ica l ly ca l l ed farms -

throughout the is land of Cuba. These included: Sandino 1, Sandino 2, 

Sandino 3 and Taco-Taco in Pinar de l Rio; Melena 2 in Melena d e l Sur, 

Havana; Aguica in Colon, Matanzas; Manacas 4 in Manacas, Las V i l l a s ; Ar iza 

in Cienfuegos, Las V i l l a s ; Mi j i a l in Puerto Padre, Or ien te , and a hos t of 

o ther less-known camps, where p o l i t i c a l p r i soner s were re-assembled, and 

forced to work, and where again there was a succession of v ic t ims , inc luding 

Jose Or io l Acosta, Gonzalo Hechavarria Chacon, Jose Perera, Juan Sosa and 

Miguel Verdecia , in s h o r t , a long l i s t on which not a l l names are known. 

This new slave t rade in the midst of c i v i l i z a t i o n assumed a most unusual 

form when the p o l i t i c a l p r i sone r s were forced to agree to be p o l i t i c a l l y 

re-educated and to work in order t o win t h e i r freedom af te r they had served 

t h e i r s e n t e n c e s . If they refused they would be l i a b l e t o another sentence of 

one to four years for c o n s t i t u t i n g a "post -del inquent th rea t " and if a t the 

end of t h a t sentence , they s t i l l refused, they were re-sentenced aga in , and 

t h i s would cont inue for an i n d e f i n i t e per iod . At f i r s t these p r i s o n e r s were 

brought before a d i s c i p l i n a r y t r i b u n a l , which would t ry them and sentence them 

again; a f te rwards , they were merely n o t i f i e d of the i r re-sentencing by the 

o f f i c e r responsib le for law and o rde r . These ser ious v io l a t i ons of human 

r i g h t s took p l ace between 1970 and 1978 and between 1981 and 1984. In o ther 
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cases, as in Km. 5 1/2 Prison in the Province of Pinar del Rio, once a 

political case had ended, if the prisoner did not accept the humiliation of 

slave labour to win his freedom, he was immediately transferred to the 

ordinary prisoners' wing, and proceedings were instituted against him for 

having committed an ordinary offence (refusal to perform re-educational 

labour). As a result of this practice, Reinaldo Cordero Izquierdo died after 

a hunger and thirst strike when he refused to accept the ordinary prisoner 

status which the authorities tried to impose on him on completion of his 

political sentence. 

Article 5. No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or 

degrading treatment or punishment. 

Physical and mental torture has been the main weapon used by the State 

security agents (G-2) to extract confessions. Detainees are held in complete 

isolation and incommunicado without any legal protection for over 72 hours in 

the State Security Department and are not brought before the competent 

judicial authorities. The Cuban tormentors, advised by experts in political 

repression, mainly Russians and Czechs, inflict all kinds of torture, 

including confinement in refrigerated rooms, sensory deprivation, immersion in 

pit latrines, intimidation with dogs and other animals, and other 

sophisticated methods of torture such as mock executions by firing-squad. The 

places where these forms of torture are practised include: the notorious 

"Cabafiitas", the gloomy cells in the basements of Villa Marista, in Havana; 

the Condado cells in Trinidad, Las Villas; and Castillito and Versalles, in 

Santiago de Cuba. In the latter prison, mice and mosquitoes are also used to 

keep prisoners constantly awake and cause mental disorders. 

These are not the only methods used against the prisoners since, when 

they have been sentenced, they are subjected to cruel, inhuman and degrading 

treatment designed to intimidate them into renouncing their principles and 

agreeing to political re-education so that they can be reintegrated into 

socialist society. These cruel forms of treatment have included; 

(1) extensive beatings of naked prisoners, during inspections, with bayonets, 

sticks, iron pins or pipes, or machetes, especially in La Cabana, 

Isla de Pinos, San Severino, Santa Clara, Boniato, Km. 7 (Camaguey) and 

Nieves de Morejon (Las Villas) Prisons; (2) forced labour at Isla de Pinos 

and in concentration camps throughout Cuba; (3) overcrowding in prison blocks 

and cells; (4) the use of food as a means of exerting political pressure. 
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The following persons died of starvation in windowless cells at Boniato: 

Esteban Ramos Kessel, Ibraim Torres Martinez and Jose Ramon del Pozo 

Castillo. Olegario Chariot Spileta died after going on hunger strike. The 

following persons died after a hunger strike at Castillo del Principe Prison 

in Havana: Carmelo Cuadra, Pedro Luis Boitel Abrahantes and Luis Alvarez Rios. 

Enrique Garcia Cuevas and Jose Barrios Pedre died after a hunger strike at 

Las Villas Prison. At Isla de Pinos Prison, Jesus Diaz died of starvation. 

Food in punishments cells (the usual accommodation for long-term political 

prisoners) was restricted to very meagre amounts; (5) prisoners subjected to 

cruel treatment in special cells in remote places; cells known as "gavetas" 

(lockers) because of their rectangular and narrow (35 cm) shape. Several 

prisoners were crammed in and forced to remain standing for indefinite 

periods, defecating and urinating on the floor, and water and food were 

severely rationed. From the horrible "lockers" at San Ramon and Tres Macios 

in Manzanillo, Oriente, several prisoners were discharged with permanent 

injuries or psychological damage. This was the case with 

Francisco Barbuena Calzadilla, who committed suicide after meeting his son in 

prison; (6) electronic torture, as when deafening loudspeakers were turned on 

during hunger strikes at La Cabafla and at night at Boniatico and in the 

"rectangulo de la muerte" (Combinado del Este); (7) depersonalization of 

prisoners by keeping them stark naked in punishment cells in such places as 

"Ciudad desnuda" (Naked City) (Km. 5 1/2, Pinar del Rio), the "Leonera" 

(pig-sty) (Castillo del Principe, Havana), "Las Capillas (the chapels) 

(La CabaRa), and "El Hospitalito" (the clinic) and "La Escalera" (the ladder) 

(Boniato); (8) water withheld from prisoners on hunger strike, a form of 

torture intended to hasten their death and force them to give up; 

(9) prisoners made to appear stark naked before their relatives in an attempt 

to force them to accept the political rehabilitation programme; (10) medical 

attention withheld from prisoners in various prisons throughout the country 

for indefinite periods. Among those who died as a result of this practice 

were: Jose Aucar Nemer (Boniato), Jose Ramon Bacallao (Combinado), Rafael 

Cuellar del Rio (Isla de Pinos), Alberto Cruz Cazo (Combinado), Guido 

Faramifian Fernandez (Combinado) , Julio Hernandez Consuegra (Km. 7, CamagCiey) , 

Eddy Idebrando Molina (La Cabafia) , Candido Mesa Reloba (Combinado), 

Luis Nufiez Gil (Castillo del Principe), Jose Luis Ofia (Isla de Pinos), 

Jose Pardo (Combinado), Santiago Roche Valle (Km. 7, Camagiiey) , 
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Ernesto Tapares ( I s la de Pinos) and Jesus Rodriguez Mosquera (La Cabafia) . 

There are too many to l i s t them a l l here . When p r i sone r s demanded medical 

a t t e n t i o n for a s ick p r i soner a t Boniato Prison on 1 September 1975, there was 

a bloody massacre during which Gerardo Gonzalez Alvarez died of a gunshot 

wound and many o thers were s e r i o u s l y wounded; (11) p r i s one r s under death 

sentence forced to carry t h e i r own cof f ins and dig t h e i r own graves before 

being sho t . 

Many women have a l so been subjected to a l l kinds of c r u e l , inhuman and 

degrading t rea tment . Among the many cases we would mention t h a t of 

Juana Figueredo, who was pregnant and was shot by f i r i n g squad without t r i a l 

on 25 December 1961 in Arroyo Blanco, Or ien te , and Lidia Perez Lopez, who died 

a t Guanajay in 1961 a f t e r she had been beaten and kicked in the stomach when 

seve ra l months pregnant . I t i s well known that women p o l i t i c a l p r i sone r s have 

been s t r ipped naked, i l l - t r e a t e d and beaten in windowless c e l l s and punishment 

blocks in the following p r i s o n s : Guanajay, America L ib re , Nuevo Amanecer and, 

more r ecen t ly , the P r i s ion Occidental de Mujeres (Manto Negro) in Havana. 

Ordinary p r i soner s have not been spared c rue l , inhuman and degrading 

t reatment e i t h e r . Overcrowding and promiscuity have made C a s t r o ' s communist 

p r i sons v e r i t a b l e hotbeds of cr ime: bu l ly ing , rapes , use of drugs supplied 

and covered up by the warders themselves. Minors placed together with the 

worst kind of c r imina l f a l l v ic t im to every kind of c o r r u p t i o n . Young men 

imprisoned for r e l a t i v e l y minor crimes are obliged to f igh t throughout the i r 

lengthy sentences simply to p r o t e c t themselves. All t h i s i s in f l ag ran t 

breach of the Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of P r i soners adopted by 

the F i r s t United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and Treatment of 

Offenders, held a t Geneva in 1955. 

The Cuban p r i son system has from the very ou t se t been governed by the 

"technique of r ep ress ion" , which i s considered to be the only means of 

r e h a b i l i t a t i n g p r i s o n e r s . This repress ion , as we have sa id , has assumed a l l 

kinds of forms and i t s i ne f fec t iveness was recognized by the Cuban Minister of 

J u s t i c e himself, Mr. Juan Escalona Reguera, in Milan, I t a l y , in 1985 a t the 

Seventh United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and Treatment of 

Offenders, when he s t a t e d : "What I have seen and heard has made me r e a l i z e 

tha t we are far behind in our l ega l thinking in dea l ing with the problem of 

crime in Cuba, and tha t the penal system we have i n s t i t u t e d t o dea l with these 

problems based so le ly on repress ion has proved unable to cope with them". 
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In November 1979, the Socia l Defence Code and i t s r e l a t ed laws were 

repea led and the Penal Code came i n t o force. The l a t t e r was c h a r a c t e r i z e d by 

the d e f i n i t i o n of a l a rge number of crimes which had not p rev ious ly been 

cons idered as such; a t the same t ime, p e n a l t i e s were doubled or even 

t r e b l e d . Even F ide l Castro was forced to acknowledge tha t the inc rease in the 

number of ordinary p r i soners throughout the preceding period had been due to 

" e r r o r s of judgement". 

The Penal Code remained in fo rce in Cuba u n t i l December 1987, when the 

p re l imina ry d ra f t of a new Penal Code was submitted to the Nat ional Assembly, 

d e s p i t e the f ac t tha t i t had been highly commended by eminent foreign j u r i s t s 

a t t end ing the e ighth Conference of the American Associat ion of J u r i s t s held in 

Havana on 17 September 1987, who had thus mistakenly paid t r i b u t e to the 

j u d i c i a l system imposed by the t y r a n t Cas t ro . 

The Minis ter of the I n t e r i o r himself, Mr. Jose Abrantes r epor t ing to the 

Nat iona l Assembly on 20 June 1988, confirmed the t r u t h of our accusa t ions when 

he s a i d ; "We are r igh t and j u s t i f i e d in rec t i fy ing our unduly r ep re s s ive 

penal po l i cy because experience has shown tha t i t i s unable to combat crime. 

Imprisonment alone and longer p r i son terms have not reduced crime. Experience 

has demonstrated tha t harsh laws and repress ive systems do not in themselves 

solve problems." 

These s ta tements were made a f t e r an in tens ive i n t e r n a t i o n a l campaign in 

which Cuba was accused in the United Nations Commission on Human Rights in 

Geneva of systemat ic human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s . 

Being forced to pro jec t a d i f f e r e n t image, Cas t ro ' s communist regime was 

compelled to repeal the 1979 Penal Code and in December 1987 adopted a new 

Penal Code which came in to force in Apri l 1988. Most of the sentences 

provided for in the repealed Penal Code were the death pena l ty and long pr ison 

t e rms . Although a r t i c l e 30 provided for a maximum prison term of 20 y e a r s , 

t h i s p rov i s ion was not enforced. 

The Minis ter of the I n t e r i o r even had to acknowledge the a r b i t r a r y nature 

of the law when he sa id : "Sometimes we speak of p r i soners wi thout r e a l i z i ng 

t h a t many of them are young people, boys, sometimes teenagers , who are not 

always d e l i n q u e n t s . For offences t h a t are not dangerous we have locked them 

up in p r i s o n , which makes i t d i f f i c u l t to r e h a b i l i t a t e them af terwards . . . . 

Were not most of these young men born a f t e r the triumph of the Revolution? 
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And are they not for the most pa r t sons of workers whom, because of one 

s l i p - o f ten j u s t a boyish prank of the kind we a l l played when we were young, 

we have packed off t o gao l , with i r r epa rab l e consequences?" 

Today C a s t r o ' s communist a u t h o r i t i e s regard as "boyish pranks" what were 

p rev ious ly considered to be highly dangerous cr imes, for which thousands of 

young people were e i t he r shot or sentenced t o 20 or 3 0 y e a r s ' imprisonment, 

thus c o r r u p t i n g persons who were not c r imina l s by sending them u n f a i r l y to 

gao l under an excess ively repress ive p r i son regime. This p r i son p o l i c y has 

produced a s tagger ing increase in the p r i son populat ion, which has reached an 

annual r a t e of up to 19 per cen t . During the period 1980-1986 a lone , 

1.5 m i l l i o n c r imina l proceedings were i n i t i a t e d , from which i t may be 

concluded t h a t in every Cuban family an average of one or two members were 

sent t o p r i s o n for some crime during tha t pe r iod . This undoubtedly r e f l e c t s 

the s o c i a l c r i s i s in the country and i s the r e s u l t of the type of educat ion , 

the moral s tandards and, in p a r t i c u l a r , the kind of l i f e imposed on the Cuban 

people by the Castro regime. Proof of t h i s l i e s in the fac t tha t the g r e a t 

ma jo r i ty of the pr i son populat ion i s composed of young persons who were born 

a f t e r the Revolut ion and educated under i t . Another important poin t to note 

i s t h a t approximately 8 out of every 10 p r i soner s are black, which de s t roys 

the myth proclaimed by the Cuban Revolution t h a t i t has e s t ab l i shed r a c i a l 

e q u a l i t y . This d i sp ropor t iona te number of young blacks in pr i son proves t h a t 

they have not managed to achieve the same, average l eve l of development as 

w h i t e s . The very la rge number of young people , both black and whi te , in 

p r i son h i g h l i g h t s t he i r genera l d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n and disagreement with the 

p o l i t i c a l , economic and soc i a l system imposed by the regime, and shows t h a t , 

s i nce they are unable to channel t h e i r concerns and discontent in a peaceful 

and democrat ic manner, t h e i r inexperience l eads them to speak and a c t in a way 

which t u r n s them in to c r imina l s . However, the regime would prefer t h i s to 

happen r a t h e r than allow t h i s overwhelming number of young people t o express 

t h e i r concern , impetuousness and d isconten t by p o l i t i c a l means. For t h i s 

reason, the s i t u a t i o n has dragged on for so many - almost 30 - years and 

u n l e s s changes are forced on the regime, i t w i l l continue and u l t i m a t e l y 

des t roy the Cuban socie ty and people . 

After the promulgation of the new Penal Code on 30 Apri l 1988, a new 

process of dec r imina l i za t ion and re leas ing p r i soners was i n i t i a t e d in order t o 

reduce the p r i son populat ion in Cuba in a n t i c i p a t i o n of the scheduled v i s i t by 
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the United Nations Commission on Human Rights . Cer ta in c l a s s e s of crimes were 

abol ished and a process of adjust ing pena l t i e s began in order t o incorpora te 

the old sentences i n t o the new Code. Although both the previous Code and the 

new Code provide for a maximum prison sentence of 20 y e a r s , t h i s law has never 

been enforced - nor i s i t being enforced - in the case of p o l i t i c a l 

p r i s o n e r s . Even now, in t h i s pr ison a lone , there i s a cons ide rab le number of 

inmates (over 20) who have served more than 20 y e a r s , and so the process of 

d e c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n has not been ful ly applied but i s j u s t one more manoeuvre by 

the regime to t r i c k foreign observers , who do not know the inner h i s t o r y of 

the s i t u a t i o n . The dea th pena l ty has been re ta ined in the new Code. The 

p r i sons are s t i l l overcrowded, desp i te the fac t t h a t the regime has s e t i t s e l f 

the task of t r a n s f e r r i n g la rge numbers of ordinary p r i s o n e r s from t h e i r old 

p r i s o n s to other unknown pr i sons in order t o hide them from the Commission on 

Human Rights de lega t ion tha t i s to v i s i t Cuba. 

These e r r o r s , these shortcomings and t h i s r ep ress ive penal p o l i c y , which 

c o n s t i t u t e b l a t a n t v i o l a t i o n s of human r igh t s and which obfuscatory at tempts 

are now being made t o r e c t i f y , have simply served to co r rup t Cuban youth, 

because under the p resen t system in Cuba the pr i sons are dens of i n i q u i t y 

where the cha rac te r of young people i s depraved and cor rup ted . Although the 

Cuban a u t h o r i t i e s recognize tha t there have been " e r r o r s of judgement" and 

have admitted t h a t for 3 0 years the penal po l i cy has been "excess ive ly 

r e p r e s s i v e " , and al though they wish to give the impression t h a t they are 

t ry ing t o r e c t i f y t h a t po l icy , there i s no way of r e h a b i l i t a t i n g those who 

have been shot or those who have been mut i la ted and the mental ly i l l have not 

been able to regain t h e i r mental s t a b i l i t y . The r e h a b i l i t a t i o n p l an , which i s 

based on s lave labour (using the p re tex t tha t i t i s a form of re-educat ing 

p r i sone r s ) has merely served to entrench more firmly the e x p l o i t a t i o n of man 

by the S ta t e and has not helped to r e in t eg ra t e him i n t o s o c i e t y , because when 

young p r i sone r s are re leased , they leave with the stigma of being 

e x - c o n v i c t s . They are r e j ec ted , i so la ted and monitored by the mass 

o rgan i za t i ons and other p o l i t i c a l i n s t i t u t i o n s e s t a b l i s h e d by the communist 

S ta te and are deprived of the r igh t enjoyed by every c i t i z e n . 

A r t i c l e 6. Everyone has the r igh t to recogni t ion everywhere as a person 

before the law. 

Chapters 1-4, t i t l e I , book I I , of the 1936 Socia l Defence Code, which 

with c e r t a i n amendments remained in force u n t i l November 1979, s e t out those 

offences which were designated as p o l i t i c a l offences . Most of the cases 
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involving the members of the of Cuban Political Imprisonment Organization were 

based on those articles. Out of a desire to deny any opposition in Cuba, the 

Castroist communist regime does not recognize the status of political prisoner 

and describes us as "counter-revolutionary delinquents"; however, in view of 

the legal principle of the retroactive nature of criminal law, which applies 

whenever it is to the benefit of the detainee and which is cynically 

incorporated in article 60 of the Socialist Constitution, the term 

"counter-revolutionary" is incompatible from the legal standpoint with our 

status as political prisoners, as well as being incompatible with all 

international standards and agreements relating to prisoners of conscience, 

whose legal personality is recognized by all civilized countries. 

Article 7. All are equal before the law and are entitled without any 

discrimination to equal protection of the law. All are entitled to equal 

protection against any discrimination in violation of this Declaration and 

against any incitement to such discrimination. 

In socialist Cuba there are no equal rights before the law. The people 

are regarded as a human machine whose only right is the right to work. They 

possess no safeguards before the law and the governing caste of the single 

party which forms the new class characteristic of the dictatorship of the 

proletariat is the only class to be protected and safeguarded by the socialist 

legal system. Detainees are regarded as enemies of the system and 

consequently possess no safeguards before the law. 

Article 8. Everyone has the right to an effective remedy by the competent 

national tribunals for acts violating the fundamental rights granted him by 

the Constitution or by law. 

The Socialist Constitution guarantees only those rights which do not 

impinge upon the structure of the revolutionary State. As the courts are 

offices of the State, the huge numbers of opponents of the regime in Cuba are 

denied the opportunity to bring complaints before the courts or to apply for 

the remedy of amparo for acts which violate their fundamental human rights. 

The people are allowed only one right - "the right of obedience" - and are 

compelled blindly to comply with all the standards and provisions dictated by 

the Communist Party on pain of conviction for threatening behaviour, 

disobedience or breach of law and order. 

Article 9. No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest, detention or exile. 

Arbitrary arrest at the hands of the security police or the special 

surveillance agencies is commonplace. Members of these bodies enter homes 
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without warrant in order to de t a in anyone suspected of an of fence , thereby 

t r a n s g r e s s i n g the i n v i o l a b i l i t y of the home. Detainees are held for over 

24 hours without being brought before the competent l e g a l a u t h o r i t i e s and for 

more than 72 hours without a committal decis ion being taken. The 

1959 Cons t i t u t ion abrogated the remedy of habeas corpus provided for in the 

1940 C o n s t i t u t i o n , and although i t was res tored by the Criminal Procedure Act 

of 1977, i t i s not applied a t the p resen t t ime. The period of d e t e n t i o n 

wi thout charge in p o l i t i c a l cases has averaged approximately two months and 

has in many cases been as long as one , three or more y e a r s . 

In many cases , de ta inees have died in the c e l l s of the S t a t e S e c u r i t y 

Department as a r e s u l t of t o r t u r e , and in such cases the body has not been 

handed over t o r e l a t i v e s . A recent example of t h i s was the case of the 

16-year -o ld boy Owen Trempana Delgado. 

Peasant f ami l i e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y those l iv ing in areas where u p r i s i n g s 

a g a i n s t the regime took place were sent in to ex i l e and had t h e i r p rope r ty 

expropr ia ted on a huge sca le during the 1960s and 1970s, when r e se t t l emen t 

a reas were e s t ab l i shed and makeshift shacks providing subhuman l i v i n g 

c o n d i t i o n s were b u i l t . The bes t known of these areas a r e : Ciudadela de 

Sandino, Guane, Pinar de l Rio; the se t t l ements of Moron and Ciego de Avila in 

Ciego de Avila Province; those of Fomento, Sancti S p i r i t u s and 

Sagua l a Grande in the former Province of Las V i l l a s . 

A r t i c l e 10. Everyone i s e n t i t l e d in f u l l equa l i ty to a f a i r and p u b l i c 

hear ing by an independent and impar t i a l t r i b u n a l , in the de te rmina t ion of h i s 

r i g h t s and ob l i ga t i ons and of any cr imina l charge agains t him; 

Since the c l a s s i c a l separa t ion of powers e s t ab l i shed by Montesquieu in 

the e ighteenth century , the Jud i c i a ry has been autonomous in every democratic 

system. In keeping with t r a d i t i o n , the 1940 Cons t i tu t ion provided for the 

autonomy of the Jud i c i a ry , but in 1959 t h i s lega l t r a d i t i o n was c a s t a s ide by 

the Revolution when i t se t i t s e l f up as the "source of law". From the very 

beginning, Revolutionary Tr ibunals were es tab l i shed , headed by members of the 

armed forces and responsible for t r y i n g , in extremely summary t r i a l s , 

p o l i t i c a l de ta inees who had previous ly been t r i e d before the c o u r t s . These 

Revolut ionary Tribunals were under the au thor i ty of the Minis t ry of the 

I n t e r i o r , which was responsib le for deciding the sentences they were t o hand 

down. 



- 13 -

With the promulgation of the J u d i c i a l System Organizat ion Act of 

12 August 19 77, which marked the beginning of Cuba's p rocess of 

i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n , the People ' s Courts were s e t up, subordinated t o the 

Nat ional Assembly of People ' s power and to the Council of S t a t e , or in other 

words the Communist Pa r ty . The People ' s Courts are respons ib le for preserv ing 

and s t rengthening the so -ca l l ed " s o c i a l i s t l e g a l i t y " , which accounts for t h e i r 

Party c h a r a c t e r . Consequently, j u s t i c e has ceased to be independent and 

impa r t i a l in Cuba. The judges and members of the c o u r t s , and even lay judges , 

are for the most p a r t members of the Communist Par ty . Consequently, p r i s o n e r s 

are not brought before independent and impar t i a l t r i b u n a l s , but t r i b u n a l s 

which are subordinate to the repress ive apparatus of the S t a t e . 

Lawyers have a l so l o s t t he i r independence. Associated lawyers ' o f f i c e s 

have been s e t up and have made lawyers mere s a l a r i e d employees of the S t a t e , 

thus depriving them of t he i r independence and i m p a r t i a l i t y . 

A r t i c l e 1 1 . Everyone charged, with a penal offence has the r igh t to be 

presumed innocent u n t i l proved g u i l t y according to law in a publ ic t r i a l a t 

which he has had a l l the guarantees necessary for h i s defence. 

The Cuban a u t h o r i t i e s ha.ve never heeded the l e g a l p r i n c i p l e t h a t everyone 

charged with an offence s h a l l be presumed innocent u n t i l proved g u i l t y . The 

forces of r ep re s s ion are respons ib le for e s t a b l i s h i n g the d e t a i n e e ' s degree of 

g u i l t and occas iona l ly hold h.im in pr i son for many years before he i s 

sentenced by a cour t o r , without any proceedings being brought, which i s even 

worse. The forces of repress ion prepare in advance a repor t e s t a b l i s h i n g the 

g u i l t of the accused, which they send to the cour t , a f t e r having b loodi ly 

t o r t u r e d or pressured the accused in to s igning a so -ca l l ed "admission of 

g u i l t " . In other c a s e s , persons are charged with purely imaginary offences , 

simply because they are p o l i t i c a l adversa r i es ( i . e . not communists) whom the 

a u t h o r i t i e s wish t o remove from s o c i e t y . 

The defence of persons o n t r i a l i s not guaranteed. They are always 

defended by a cour t -appointed lawyer (general ly a member of the armed forces 

and a Communist Party a c t i v i s t ) who, as pointed out above, has to subord ina te 

h i s defence to the i n t e r e s t s of the Revolution. 

Large numbers of accused persons have been t r i e d a t "peop le ' s " t r i a l s in 

parks , a t which "revolut ionary j u s t i c e " i s meted out by the mob, while Act 

No. 988 has been applied to o thers who have been shot (without t r i a l ) a t t h e i r 

p lace of de t en t ion . 
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A r t i c l e 12. No one s h a l l be subjected to a r b i t r a r y in t e r f e rence with his 

p r ivacy , family, home or correspondence, nor t o a t t a c k s upon h i s honour and 

r e p u t a t i o n . Everyone has the r i g h t to the p ro tec t ion of the law aga ins t such 

i n t e r f e r e n c e or a t t a c k s . 

The pr ivacy of c i t i z e n s i s not guaranteed. The Committees for the 

Defence of the Revolution (CDRs) and other parami l i t a ry s u r v e i l l a n c e bodies 

are respons ib le for s t r i c t l y supervising the popula t ion. Mis t rus t has become 

the d r iv ing - fo rce of s o c i a l i s t soc ie ty and each c i t i z e n i s under s u r v e i l l a n c e , 

a t h i s home, a t work, in the s t r e e t , a t school, e t c . The CDRs are a l so 

respons ib le for ensuring c lose supervis ion of the s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s of each 

i nhab i t an t of a d i s t r i c t or block, and even within the bui ld ing where he 

l i v e s . Nor i s the pr ivacy of diplomats or t o u r i s t s who v i s i t Cuba respected , 

as the h o t e l s in which they s tay are bugged with hidden microphones and 

cameras and subjec t t o permanent and systematic s c r u t i n y . Even in p r i son , 

inmates are s t i l l sub jec t to t h i s obsessive su rve i l l ance . The most recent 

confirmation of t h i s was provided by the 15 microphones discovered by 

long-term p o l i t i c a l p r i sone r s in t h e i r c e l l s a t Combinado de l Este Pr ison. 

C losed -c i r cu i t t e l e v i s i o n networks have a lso been i n s t a l l e d in the "Boniatico" 

s p e c i a l block a t Boniato Pr i son , in the cubic les of the Combinado de l Es te 

pr i son h o s p i t a l and even in the rooms used for conjugal v i s i t s in the same 

p r i s o n . 

P r i s o n e r s ' correspondence i s not only sc ru t in ized but most of i t i s burnt 

without reaching i t s d e s t i n a t i o n . This abuse and v io l a t i on of r i g h t s a l so 

a f f e c t s t he i r family members, from whom correspondence i s withheld and whose 

home telephone conversa t ions are tapped. 

Every person who i s not a c t i v e l y involved in the Revolution i s subjected 

to systemat ic a t t a c k s aga ins t h i s honour and personal d i g n i t y ; the l e a s t he 

can expect i s to be descr ibed as a worm, renegade, e t c . Recently, the Cuban 

de lega te to the fo r ty - fou r th sess ion of the United Nations Commission on Human 

Righ t s , Raul Roa Kouri, descr ibed p o l i t i c a l p r i soners as a "bunch of 

c r i m i n a l s " . 

A r t i c l e 13. (1) Everyone has the r igh t to freedom of movement and res idence 

wi th in the borders of each S t a t e . 

(2) Everyone has the r i gh t to leave any country, including h i s own, and to 

re turn to h i s count ry . 
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Freedom of movement does not e x i s t in present-day Cuba. C i t i zens have t o 

ca r ry an i d e n t i t y card in order t o t r a v e l within the i r own country and to 

p re sen t i t whenever asked to do so by the p o l i c e ; f a i lu re to do so c a r r i e s 

the r i s k of a r r e s t and imprisonment. 

Cuban c i t i z e n s are not allowed freely to choose the i r p lace of r e s idence , 

as they require au tho r i za t ion from the competent S ta te agenc ies . In order to 

move to another p lace for as shor t a per iod as a month, a person i s requi red 

to submit a form to h is l o c a l CDR giving the reasons for , and du ra t ion of, h i s 

journey, together with h i s new address . C i t i zens are not allowed to take up 

res idence in any pa r t of the country on account of the ex is tence of r e s t r i c t e d 

zones, exclusive r e s i d e n t i a l a r eas for high-ranking members of the Communist 

Party and the Government, sen ior m i l i t a r y o f f i c e r s , and fore igners and 

d ip lomats . No c i t i z e n who f a i l s t o meet the requirements of the exc lus ive 

zone i s e n t i t l e d to l ive in r e s t r i c t e d areas such as Reparto Kouly, Al tu ras de 

Nuevo Vedado, Repartos Bi l tmore, Miramar y F lores , Al turas de Belen, e t c . In 

the c a p i t a l alone there are some 24 r e s t r i c t e d zones. 

C i t i z e n s are a lso p roh ib i t ed from f ree ly leaving and enter ing the 

coun t ry . Travel abroad for tourism i s completely under the con t ro l of the 

S t a t e , and only government-authorized o f f i c i a l s and those persons who meet the 

c r i t e r i a of p o l i t i c a l i n t e g r a t i o n determined by the Ministry of Foreign 

Affa i r s are allowed to t r a v e l . 

Many Cubans have chosen to l i ve abroad. After having suffered coun t l e s s 

dep r iva t i ons and having been subjected to an exhausting and oppress ive regime 

of forced labour as p r ac t i s ed a t El Cordon de la Habana, El Plan Johnson, 

e t c . , some of them have succeeded in emigrat ing. Others have simply been 

prevented from emigrating without any explanation and merely issued with the 

so - ca l l ed C-8 form. Others have taken to the sea in small boats or on 

makeshift r a f t s , out of fear of the depr iva t ions they would have to undergo a t 

the hands of the Government in order to secure the r igh t t o emigra te . Those 

who have been compelled to r e s o r t t o t h i s despera te and dangerous s o l u t i o n 

include young people aged between 15 and 27 who are prohibi ted by law from 

emigra t ing . Most of them f a i l t o reach t h e i r d e s t i n a t i o n and l a rge numbers 

have been machine-gunned to death by f r o n t i e r guards or the p a t r o l boats of 

the Revolutionary Navy. The massacres of Barlovento (1962) and Canimar (1980) 

are notor ious in th i s connect ion . Those who remain a l ive a f t e r f a i l i n g in 

t h e i r despera te at tempts are given sentences of up to 10 y e a r s ' imprisonment 
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for attempting to leave the country illegally and are held with ordinary 

prisoners in flagrant violation of international law and jus gentium. Huge 

numbers of young people are held under such conditions in all prisons, 

especially in La Cabana. Over 60 are in number 3 bloc in Combinado del Este 

Prison. 

At the present time, more than 1 million Cubans live in exile and are 

forbidden to return to or even visit their country. 

Article 14. Everyone has the right to seek and to enjoy in other countries 

asylum from persecution. 

Political asylum is a right which is recognized by the Latin American 

countries in particular, as it constitutes the corner-stone of freedom of 

movement. The only Latin American country which does not recognize this right 

is socialist Cuba. The Castro regime has placed embassies under close 

surveillance in order to prevent the victims of political persecution from 

seeking asylum. From the very outset, the State security agencies infiltrated 

and established contacts with officials in those embassies in order to use 

them as collaborators. Subsequently, these officials behaved as if they were 

Castro agents and handed over no small number of victims of political 

persecution who had taken refuge on embassy premises; many of them were later 

shot. An illustration of this is the case of the Mexican Ambassador in Havana 

during the 1960s, Mr. Gilberto Bosque, who personally handed over people 

seeking political asylum to the Cuban security agency. 

In the mid-1970s, there was an increase in the number of persons seeking 

asylum in various embassies who were refused a safe conduct by the regime. 

Following the violent incidents at the Ecuadorian, Venezuelan and Peruvian 

embassies, Castro engaged in a typical piece of political blackmail and 

ordered the withdrawal of police posted outside the Peruvian embassy 

(April 1980), thereby allowing not only the victims of active persecution to 

seek asylum but also the general public, who are subjected to a more passive 

form of political persecution. In less than 72 hours over 10,000 people 

crowded into the embassy, providing the clearest, unquestionable proof of the 

desire for freedom of the Cuban people, who were seeking to escape from the 

suffocating Castro system. The aim of the Castro regime was to intimidate the 

countries of Latin America with the idea that if they were compelled to accept 

such a huge flow of exiles, they would face economic and social problems. The 

situation was saved by the Government of the United States which allowed those 
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who had sought exile in the Peruvian embassy to enter the United States. 

However, when Mr. Castro saw that his plan (that no country should accept 

asylum-seekers) had failed, he began to release ordinary prisoners from 

prisons on a huge scale, as well as mental patients from hospitals and 

prisons, in blatant violation of international law and shipped them via the 

port of Mariel to the United States, together with the asylum-seekers from the 

Peruvian embassy in order to give the impression that those who had sought 

asylum were criminals and abnormal people. In short, Castro's plan had three 

objectives: (a) to undermine the tradition of the right of political asylum, 

which is the touchstone of the Latin American democracies, by intimidating the 

countries concerned; (b) to create the impression that those seeking 

political asylum were criminals, and not people anxious for freedom; and 

(c) to sully the honourable and forward-looking reputation of Cuban exiles in 

Latin American countries and, in particular, in the United States by sending 

ordinary prisoners under the guise of anti-social citizens. 

Mention may also be made of the bloody incident at the Apostolic 

Nunciature (Vatican Embassy) which occurred when State security agents 

disguised as priests entered the building in order forcibly to remove the 

asylum-seekers who had taken refuge there. More recently, in 1987 the 

repressive Cuban authorities resorted to force in order to harass and disperse 

hundreds of Cubans who had gone to the French embassy in Havana in order to 

obtain exit visas. 

Article 15. (1) Everyone has the right to a nationality. 

(2) No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his nationality nor denied the 

right to change his nationality. 

In blatant violation of this article, the Cuban revolutionary tribunals, 

pursuant to a final judgement, deprived of- their Cuban nationality the members 

of Brigade 2506 who had landed at the Bay of Pigs, Matanzos Province, in 

April 1961. 

Article 16. (3) The family is the natural and fundamental group unit of 

society and is entitled to protection by society and the State. 

The family, which is the basic social unit in the civilized world was the 

first to feel the onslaughts of the Cuban communist regime. In an attempt to 

introduce the so-called "socialist morality" into the very bosom of the 

family, the authorities immediately began to undermine the unity of the family 

as an institution by accepting the wishes of minor children against those of 
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their parents if those wishes proved convenient for the Revolution. Thus, 

children of under 15 who for some childish reason did not wish to emigrate 

were held in Cuba against the wishes of their parents. Young women or girls 

who, on some whim or other, wanted to do voluntary agricultural work and spend 

15 days or more in remote areas, successfully overrode parental opposition 

thanks to the support of the authorities. 

Mistrust between parents and children and between brothers and sisters 

has extended as far as denunciation. Contrary to the provisions of procedural 

law in the civilized countries, family members have accused, or testified 

against, members of their own family charged with "counter-revolutionary 

activities". 

Article 17. (1) Everyone has the right to own property alone as well as in 

association with others. 

(2) No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his property. 

One of the drastic measures taken by the Revolutionary Government was 

forcible "expropriation". First of all, what were described as 

"misappropriated goods" belonging to officials of the previous regime were 

expropriated. Following this, foreign-owned property was nationalized 

(without compensation). Subsequently land and other real estate was 

expropriated, and both individually-owned and jointly-owned private property 

was abolished. 

The Socialist Constitution only recognizes social property, which amounts 

to nothing less than State ownership of all the means of production. Citizens 

are only entitled to the usufruct of their personal property as the State is 

the absolute owner of lives and land. 

All property belonging to political detainees is confiscated. 

Any citizen who emigrates from Cuba is deprived of his entire belongings 

and is not even allowed to leave them to other family members. 

Article 18. Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and 

religion; this right includes freedom to change his religion or belief, and 

freedom, either alone or in community with others and in public or private, to 

manifest his religion or belief in teaching, practice, worship and observance. 

Many people have been persecuted and exiled on account of their religious 

beliefs and ideas. Anyone whose ideas do not coincide with those of the 

communist system is considered a potential enemy of the Revolution, and is 

barred from public life and classified as an "anti-social element". Religious 
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t o l e r a n c e in s o c i a l i s t Cuba i s r e l a t i v e . Many r e l i g i o u s assemblies have been 

p r o h i b i t e d from holding t h e i r ceremonies and p rocess ions . Large numbers of 

p r i e s t s and nuns have been expelled from Cuba for organizing p rocess ions or 

d i s semina t ing r e l i g ious i dea s , such as the 135 p r i e s t s and bishops expe l led 

from Cuba in September 1961. 

The S o c i a l i s t Cons t i tu t ion recognizes (on paper) the r i g h t t o freedom of 

conscience and r e l i g i o n , a l b e i t exc lus ive ly a t the ind iv idua l l e v e l , i . e . not 

beyond the boundaries of thought, as any ac t contrary to the p r e c e p t s of 

Marxism~Leninism (whose teaching has been made compulsory by the S ta te ) i s 

s eve re ly punished, as the Jehovah 's Witnesses have discovered. I t i s 

p r o h i b i t e d to preach the gospel ou t s ide places of worship. In d e n i a l of 

r e l i g i o u s freedom, for over 20 years (1961-1983) the regime refused t o i ssue 

e n t r y permi ts to members of r e l i g i o u s orders who wished to ca r ry out t h e i r 

miss ion in Cuba, thereby forcing many p laces of worship t o c l o s e . 

A r t i c l e 19. Everyone has the r i gh t to freedom of opinion and express ion ; 

t h i s r i g h t includes freedom t o hold opinions without i n t e r f e r ence and to seek, 

r ece ive and impart information and ideas through any media and regardless of 

f r o n t i e r s . 

Shor t ly a f t e r the Revolut ion, a l l the mass media (newspapers, 

p e r i o d i c a l s , rad io , the cinema and t e l ev i s ion ) were taken over by the S t a t e . 

The Government arrogated to i t s e l f the exclusive r igh t to inform and guide the 

popula t ion in accordance with i t s i n t e r e s t s and Marxis t -Lenin is t p r e c e p t s . 

Hundreds of j o u r n a l i s t s were persecuted and threatened, and obl iged t o leave 

the country in order to express t he i r views f r ee ly . 

On more than one occasion Mr. Castro has sa id : "In Cuba there i s no 

oppos i t ion press and there w i l l never b e . " No one i s allowed t o c r i t i c i z e the 

Revolut ion: consequently, freedom of., expression i s s t r i c t l y p roh ib i t ed in 

s o c i a l i s t Cuba. Anyone who expresses an opinion cont rary t o t h a t of the 

"Commander-in-Chief" runs the r i s k of being detained for " i d e o l o g i c a l 

devia t ion ism" or "enemy propaganda" and may be punished by up to 15 y e a r s ' 

imprisonment or interned in a p s y c h i a t r i c h o s p i t a l . The only sec tor of 

soc i e ty which has the r igh t to express i t s e l f in Cuba i s t ha t which suppor ts 

the Revolut ion. The S o c i a l i s t Cons t i tu t ion i t s e l f s t i p u l a t e s t h a t c r i t i c i s m 

i s allowed only within the Revolution, and not agains t the Revolut ion. 
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The population is also prohibited from receiving information from 

abroad. Censorship is so pervasive that neither books nor periodicals by 

Western writers circulate in Cuba. In addition, anyone caught listening to 

foreign radio stations or reading foreign newspapers or periodicals critical 

of the regime is liable to punishment. 

Article 20. 1. Everyone has the right to freedom of peaceful assembly and 

association. 

2. No one may be compelled to belong to an association. 

At the present time, the right of assembly and association is a pure 

illusion in Cuba. The restrictions imposed by the security agencies represent 

constant intervention in, and surveillance of, the internal affairs of 

institutions and the activities of their members. The Associations Act 

currently in force makes it compulsory to send copies of the minutes of all 

meetings, reports on any events organized and a financial balance-sheet to the 

Ministry of the Interior and the Ministry of Justice. All their movements are 

supervised by the State. 

Only the mass organizations, which are controlled by the Communist Party, 

are authorized to hold public meetings in Cuba. Anyone who does not belong to 

one of these organizations is isolated from Cuba's cultural, leisure, 

educational and labour activities. 

The only solution left to the population has been to feign acquiescence, 

in order to survive in a society which withholds all its fundamental rights. 

Article 21. 1. Everyone has the right to take part in the government of his 

country, directly or through freely chosen representatives. 

2. Everyone has the right to equal access to public service in his country. 

3. The will of the people shall be the basis of the authority of 

government; this will shall be expressed in periodic and genuine elections 

which shall be by universal and equal suffrage and shall be held by secret 

vote or by equivalent free voting procedures. 

The single-party system of socialist Cuba, peculiar to the dictatorship 

of the proletariat and to totalitarian regimes, allows only members of the 

Communist Party to take part in the government of the country. As in every 

Marxist-Leninist regime, the person who wields real power is the 

General Secretary of the Communist Party, an office which is almost always 

held for life. In our country, this office has always been occupied by 

Fidel Castro, who, in addition, is Head of the Council of State and the 

Council of Ministers, and Head of the Armed Forces, with the result that full 

authority for the country is vested in him alone. 
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Sovereignty lies not in the will of the people, but in Castro's 

unilateral decisions. His words in a speech, for example, are invariably 

converted into decisions of the Politburo and into national legislation. 

From its earliest years onwards, the Revolutionary State set itself the 

task of dismantling the whole platform of democratic institutions and 

establishing new structures in order to centralize power and set up the 

totalitarian State. The regime thus established crushed all hope of free 

elections. 

When the country's institutions took shape and the socialist State was 

proclaimed, the people were legally obliged to go and vote not for a candidate 

for the office of President or prime Minister, but simply for candidates from 

their districts as delegates to the National Assembly of People's Power, while 

the Communist Party, without the electoral participation of the people, 

chooses the supreme authority of Cuba and takes on its self-appointed role as 

guide for the whole people. 

Article 22. Everyone, as a member of society, has the right to social 

security and is entitled to realization, through national effort and 

international co-operation and in accordance with the organization and 

resources of each State, of the economic, social and cultural rights 

indispensable for his dignity and the free development of his personality. 

In Castro's Cuba, no citizen can develop his personality, since it is the 

State that is responsible for organizing and directing the entire social and 

cultural development of Cuba on Marxist lines. A citizen's right is thus 

limited to the determination and interests of the single party. 

Social security is minimal; there is no insurance, but only grants, for 

unemployed persons. 

In this country, no one can receive on his own account international 

co-operation as provided for under this article. 

Article 23. 1. Everyone has the right to work, to free choice of employment, 

to just and favourable conditions of work and to protection against 

unemployment. 

• • • • 

4. Everyone has the right to form and to join trade unions for the 

protection of his interests. 
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This dictatorship of the proletariat, flaunting the slogan that the 

worker holds power and owns the means of production, does no more than subject 

the worker to iron-fisted exploitation: "the exploitation of man by the 

State". One has to be an activist in the Party (the new privileged class) in 

order to occupy a post of responsibility, with the result that there are no 

equitable conditions for the great mass of workers. No one may freely choose 

his employment; people have to go where they are ordered by the Party's 

directive, in accordance with its planning policy. Since there is no private 

enterprise, and since there are as yet no semi-private undertakings, 

everything is dependent on the State, which is the sole employer; the workers 

are thus obliged to accept its conditions of employment. 

The large unemployed work force enjoys no social protection. In fact, 

this large mass of unemployed persons are regarded as enemies of the 

revolutionary process and are classified as a "blot on society" since those 

persons who are integrated within the communist process find work and the 

unemployed are always unintegrated. 

As a means of control and subjugation, the Government promulgated 

Act No. 1231 of 16 March 1971, known as the "Anti-Vagrancy Act", under which 

persons of working age were obliged to be identified and employed in a job. 

The jobs assigned to the unemployed were exhausting farming jobs and work 

which few people were willing to do and which, incidentally, paid wretched 

wages. A worker employed in agriculture or the building industry would earn 

less than $100 a month and a public service employee $84. With increasing 

economic disaster facing the regime, Act No. 1231 was gradually forgotten and 

today 10 per cent of the work-force are unemployed. But it should be pointed 

out that under that Act "work councils" were set up to denounce, try, and 

sentence persons who refused a particular job, and even persons working on 

their own account. Thousands of persons were punished by the "councils", many 

of them being interned indefinitely in forced labour camps, such as the UMAP 

in Camagu'ey, the camps on the Guanaha Cabibes Peninsula in Pinar del Rio, and 

the camps in Diego Perez, Cantiles and Largo Keys to the south of 

Cienaga de Zapata. Article 12 of the Act stipulated: "The offence of 

vagrancy and pre-delinquent conduct may be denounced by any person or mass 

organization to a public order unit (police station)". 
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Under the old Social Defence Code "pre-delinquent" tendencies were 

determined by a judge of first instance, following a medical examination. 

Under Act No. 1231 such tendencies were determined by the Ministry of the 

Interior, following a report by a CDR or any other paramilitary watchdog 

body. The New Penal Code establishes a "pre-delinquent security measure of 

one to four years, which may be extended if the defendant, in the opinion of 

the authorities, continues to display such tendencies. In this way, any 

person who maintains an attitude of hostility to the system is classified as 

anti-social and kept in prison indefinitely or, in other words, until such 

time as his way of thinking changes. Using this legal strategem, the regime, 

in an effort to deny the existence of political prisoners, tries persons who 

oppose the regime for reasons of conscience and keeps them in an ordinary 

prison as prisoners who constitute a threat to society. 

The workers do not have the right to form free trade unions in order to 

protect their interests. From their wages are deducted compulsory 

contributions for membership of the single workers' organization, which is 

directed by a member of the Politburo of the Communist Party. Thus, the only 

recognized (and permitted) unions are the State unions, which are 

Marxist-Leninist in their views, and instead of protecting the interests of 

the working class, they protect the interests of the governing party class and 

of the sole boss: the State. 

Article 24. Everyone has the right to rest and leisure, including reasonable 

limitation of working hours and periodic holidays with pay. 

Not only the workers but the population as a whole are obliged to do 

"voluntary work", almost always in agriculture or the building industry, 

against a background of slogans, competitions and historic or communist 

anniversaries, on the pretext of strengthening and building socialism, without 

receiving any form of remuneration. This is another form of exploitation of 

man by the State or neo-slavery. Moreover, to avoid losing their jobs, 

workers have to do overtime without any remuneration apart from their normal 

wage. The Revolution thus prevents workers from enjoying all previous 

achievements by the working class during its long years of struggle. 

Article 25. 1. Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for 

the health and well-being of himself and of his family, including food, 
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clothing, housing and medical care and necessary social services, and the 

right to security in the event of unemployment, sickness, disability, 

widowhood, old age or other lack of livelihood in circumstances beyond his 

control. 

• * • • 

The standard of living of the Cuban population falls far short of its 

needs. Rationing, which was made compulsory more than a quarter of a century 

ago has made the Cuban nation one of the worst fed in the Americas. As a 

result of the shortage of food and essential articles, the "black market" has 

become the principal source of supply used by the population. Because of the 

shortages, theft in retail shops has increased in recent years, as has the 

secret slaughtering of cattle, since the people have found it necessary to 

resort to crime or to obtain products of dubious origin in order to meet their 

fundamental needs: to eat and to clothe themselves. 

The Penal Code even prescribes terms of imprisonment for unlawful 

economic activities by persons engaging in the production, transport or sale 

of goods on their own account, and classifies as guilty of the crime of 

speculation and hoarding persons who acquire, transport or keep in their 

possession goods or products in quantities greater than those required for 

their subsistence. 

The communist Castro regime has created a new type of "black market" 

controlled by the State, with the parallel markets and special shops offering 

articles at prices which are prohibitive for the meagre wages of members of 

the working class. 

Because of the shortage of housing, makeshift "villas miserias" (shanty 

towns) are growing in number all over the country (62 in Havana and 40 in 

Santiago de Cuba). As a result of the lack of materials for the repair of old 

dwellings and the construction of new dwellings, our island country has taken 

on a primitive appearance. The only exceptions to this deplorable reality are 

the areas intended for tourism and for visits by foreign delegations, and the 

restricted zones inhabited by senior officials, military officers or 

foreigners. 

Article 26. 1. Everyone has the right to education. Education shall be 

free, at least in the elementary and fundamental stages. Elementary education 

shall be compulsory. Technical and professional education shall be made 

generally available and higher education shall be equally accessible to all on 

the basis of merit. 
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2. Education shall be directed to the full development of the human 

personality and to the strengthening of respect for human rights and 

fundamental freedoms... . 

3. Parents have a prior right to choose the kind of education that shall be 

given to their children. 

Education in socialist Cuba has one basic aim: political 

indoctrination. The fundamental task of education is to drum Marxist-Leninist 

views into citizens from childhood onwards, in accordance with the method of 

the Soviet educationalist, Anton Makarenko, and under the control of the 

reflexological school founded by Pavlov, another Soviet citizen. From 

childhood onwards, students are steeped in the doctrine of class hatred. 

The State, which in fact holds parental authority, is responsible for 

directing education from the earliest years. Parents have lost the prior 

right to choose the kind of education that shall be given to their children 

and may be punished if they teach their children anything different from what 

is taught in school. It is hammered into children that everything they have 

and enjoy is due to "Fidel" and the Revolution. 

Education is not free since students have to pay for their studies by 

means of "productive work", children pay for their education in the so-called 

"school gardens", young people pay for it in the "country schools", and 

technicians and university teachers are involved in various unpaid means of 

production. 

Children's groups have been formed with resources contributed by trade 

unions and organizations, and through voluntary work by workers; 

nevertheless, the Government requires parents to pay the fee set for each 

child. In addition, they have to pay for lunches which the children do not 

receive. 

Not all students have the right to the same education; in order to enter 

higher education, it is necessary to be an activist in a State political 

organization. Once he has finished his course, a graduate becomes an employee 

of the State, subject to the will of the State within and outside Cuba, and 

obliged gradually to pay back, through his labour, the amount invested by the 

State in his education. There are also schools and courses reserved for 

persons who are particularly outstanding in terms of political integration and 

for the children of senior Party officials, such as the Advanced Institute for 

Foreign Affairs, the Advanced Institute for International Trade, the nuclear 

physics course, etc. 
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Article 27. 1. Everyone has the right freely to participate in the cultural 

life of the community, to enjoy the arts and to share in scientific 

advancement and its benefits. 

2. Everyone has the right to the protection of the moral and material 

interests resulting from any scientific, literary or artistic production of 

which he is the author. 

Culture in socialist Cuba is Marxist in character. Consequently, all 

locally published works by Cubans and, with rare exceptions, by foreign 

authors have to be Marxist in character. 

Cuban scientists, writers or artists who do not conform to this criterion 

have to give up their vocation or go into exile (if they are allowed to do 

so). In the worst situation, they are sent to prison, but not without 

previously spending time in the cells of the psychiatric hospital (three wards 

for this purpose) or the cells of the State Security Department, where they 

are ordered to write a declaration of repentance. These prisoners of 

conscience never enter prison classed as such, since the regime always uses a 

variety of devices to charge them with some conspiratorial or anti-social 

offence. 

Scientific, literary or artistic works are rega^ " as the cultural 

heritage of the Revolution, and the State is the only body authorized to enjoy 

the benefit of these works; in practice, their authors are deprived of the 

benefits rightfully due to them as a result of producing or creating such 

works. 

Article 28. Everyone is entitled to a social and international order in which 

the rights and freedoms set forth in this Declaration can be fully realized. 

The totalitarian character of the regime in Cuba makes it impossible to 

establish a social order in which the rights and freedoms set forth in the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights can be fully realized. The Cuban 

people, who are prevented from freely expressing themselves and lack effective 

means for disseminating their views, are helpless in the face of oppression by 

the system. Despite the fact that Cuba is a signatory of the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights, its Government systematically violates all 

articles of the Declaration, a fact which was clearly demonstrated in the 

denunciations made in Geneva at the forty-third and forty-fourth sessions of 

the United Nations Commission on Human Rights. We reaffirm these 

denunciations in this document. 
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Article 29. 1. Everyone has duties to the community in which alone the free 

and full development of his personality is possible. 

2. In the exercise of his rights and freedoms, everyone shall be subject 

only to such limitations as are determined by law solely for the purpose of 

securing due recognition and respect for the rights and freedoms of others and 

of meeting the just requirements of morality, public order and the general 

welfare in a democratic society. 

3. These rights and freedoms may in no case be exercised contrary to the 

purposes and principles of the United Nations. 

Respect for the community is in direct proportion to enjoyment of one's 

rights. Article 40 of the 1940 Constitution recognizes the right of rebellion 

when the rights of individuals are flouted. In Castro's Cuba, citizens are 

prohitited from claiming these rights by peaceful means. Since the 

totalitarian regime is incompatible with democratic society, the only way of 

achieving enjoyment of personal freedoms is through the radical and 

far-reaching reform of the system of oppression. 

The Socialist Constitution recognizes only the "right to submission" in 

prohibiting any demonstration contrary to the socialist State. Although the 

Constitution in force devotes a chapter to human rights, the way in which it 

defines them and in which the regime implements them is incompatible with what 

is set forth and defined in the United Nations Charter concerning human 

rights. Consequently, it is for the United Nations Commission on Human Rights 

to call for strict observance of the Charter, and not Fidel Castro's distorted 

interpretations of, or particular views, on it. 

Article 30. Nothing in this Declaration may be interpreted as implying for 

any State, group or person any right to engage in any activity or to perform 

any act aimed at the destruction of any of the rights and freedoms set forth 

herein. 

On the basis of this Declaration, international communism has arrogated 

to itself the right to back and support Fidel Castro in international forums, 

thereby conferring on him the right to undertake activities designed to 

suppress the exercise and enjoyment of the freedoms embodied in the 

Declaration. 

The Socialist Constitution represents the tacit negation of the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights, and it is the duty of the United Nations to call 

on the totalitarian regime existing in Cuba strictly to comply with each and 

every article that has been repeatedly violated. 
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From the prison for long-term political prisoners we denounce the crimes, 

repression and violations of all rights suffered by our people for three 

decades - crimes, repression and violations that are comparable, apart from 

territorial and population differences, only with those committed by Hitler 

and Stalin. 

Like our people, we await the just verdict of the Commission, conscious 

of the fact that its members will not allow themselves to be taken in by the 

arguments, stratagems and promises of the regime. 

We should like to take the opportunity to draw briefly to your attention 

the hurried changes which the regime is making in Cuban prisons in order to 

destroy or conceal evidence of the repeated denunciations of overcrowding, 

ill-treatment, harassment and torture there: 

1. In May and June alone, more than 35,000 prisoners were released (data 

from speech by the Minister of the Interior to the National Assembly 

on 30 June 1988) , but even so the prisons were still full; consequently, 

since then there have been daily transfers of prisoners to the so-called 

"farms", with the result that you will find that the prison population does 

not exceed normal prison capacity. 

2. The authorities have also transferred all prisoners who have been beaten 

up or tortured to prisons and concentration camps in remote areas, such as 

Taco-Taco Prison, San Cristobal, Pinar del Rio; "Se me perdio la Have" (I've 

lost my key) Prison, Camaguey; Guanajay Prison, Havana; Quivican Prison, 

Havana; Guines concentration camps, Giiines, Havana, among others, to which 

members of the United Nations Commission will not have access, especially 

since they are unaware of the existence of these prisons or because they are 

situated in remote areas. They will thus not hear the testimony of inmates 

who have been tortured. 

3. The authorities have destroyed, altered or painted the windowless cells, 

permanent punishment areas, unventilated and unlit areas, bars and wire mesh 

which made Cuban prisons hellish. Photographs taken surreptitiously inside 

Combinado del Este Prison in Havana and transmitted to the international press 

demonstrate the truth of our explanations and the regime's attempts at 

concealment. 

4. The usual pattern of life of prisoners was changed immediately after the 

announcement of the visit to Cuba by the United Nations Commission on Human 

Rights. Instead of visits by relatives every three to six months, with only 
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one relative seen through a double mesh, the system has been changed to visits 

every 21 days by a number of relatives, who can talk to the prisoner without a 

mesh barrier. Visits by spouses have been changed from three hours once a 

year to one visit every three months. Instead of being allowed out into the 

yard to sunbathe whenever the military chief warder felt like it (generally 

every three or four weeks), prisoners are now allowed out for two hours twice 

a week. 

5. Warders no longer carry truncheons and bayonets as they always used to 

and they have been forbidden to beat prisoners (until the end of the visit by 

the United Nations Commission, of course). 

6. The poor prison diet has been improved in terms of quantity, quality and 

variety; prisoners formerly received a carbohydrate-based diet, without 

seasoning, and never any fruit or vegetables. 

7. The main punishment block in this prison, known as the "death area", the 

"Pizzeria" or "Detachment 47", has.been altered and refurbished, and beds have 

been installed. This was an area where hundreds of prisoners were kept 

permanently (especially persons under death sentence) and where they were 

given only one meal a day. Many other prisoners were sent to this area as a 

punishment. 

8. The authorities have established a system of forcing ordinary prisoners 

to chant communist slogans on several occasions during the day. Prisoners who 

refuse to do so are being transferred to other prisons further away from their 

relatives' homes. 

9. The authorities have placed in readiness in the prisons store supplies of 

bed linen, uniforms, boots and towels to be issued to prisoners before the 

visit by the United Nations Commission on Human Rights. 

10. The prefabricated materials factory and the engineering and handicraft 

workshops situated next to Combinado del Este Prison have been closed down, in 

order to ensure that the prison water supply is not interrupted during the 

visit by the United Nations Commission on Human Rights. 

This is what we wanted to tell you. Our martyrs demand justice. 

God, country and freedom 

Cuban Pol i t i ca l Imprisonment Organization 
(long-term p o l i t i c a l prisoners) 



Annex XXVIII 

"LOS ABOGADOS Y EL ORDENAMIENTO JURIDICO", CHAPTER I OF THE REPORT 
"DERECHOS HUMANOS EN CUBA" PREPARED BY THE COLEGIO DE ABOGADOS DE 

LA CIUDAD DE NUEVA YORK, 1988 

I. Lawyers and the Legal System 

A. Relevant Standards 

Article 14 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political' 
Rights provides that: 

In the determination of any criminal charge against him, 
everyone shall be entitled to the following minimum guar
antees, in full equality: . . . (d)To be tried in his presence, 
and to defend himself in person or through legal assis
tance of his own choosing; to be informed, if he does not 
have legal assistance, of this right; and to have legal assis
tance assigned to him, in any case where the interests of 
justice so require, and without payment by him in any 



- 2 -

such case if he does not have sufficient means to pay for it; 
(e) to examine, or have examined, the witnesses against 
him and to obtain the attendance and examination of 
witnesses on his behalf under the same conditions as 
witnesses against him. . . . 

These rights, and many other procedural and substantive guar
antees, become meaningful only if lawyers are free to defend 
their clients vigorously. Thus the Association, which the delega
tion represented, has adopted a resolution providing that: 

The Association of the Bar of the City of New York 
affirms its support for the Rule of Law in the international 
community and its recognition of the need for an inde
pendent judiciary and for the independence of lawyers; 
[and] that the Association notes with concern the reported 
interference with the human rights and professional re
sponsibilities of lawyers in an increasing number of for
eign countries . . . . 

The delegation approached the issue of independence of law
yers in two ways. We inquired into the position of lawyers gener
ally, particularly the connection between political beliefs and one's 
status as a lawyer. We also attempted to gather information 
about the vigor with which defendants were represented. Be
fore turning to either of these inquiries, however, it is useful to 
describe briefly the basic framework of the Cuban court system. 

B. The Cuban Courts 

Raul Amaro, President of the Cuban Supreme Court, and 
two professors at the University of Havana Law School—Dr. 
Jose A. Grillo Longora and Dr. Mercellino Diaz Pinillo—de
scribed the Cuban court system. The courts are divided into 
three levels: municipal courts, provincial courts and the Su
preme Court. The jurisdiction of the municipal courts is limited 
to family matters, small civil claims and crimes punishable by 
up to nine months imprisonment. Provincial courts hear more 



- 3 -

serious criminal cases and civil cases involving larger sums of 
money, as well as appeals from the municipal courts. Four of 
the provinces have special sections of the provincial court for 
the trial of state security cases. We were told that these special 
panels were going to be abolished because there was no longer 
a significant number of state security cases. Any remaining such 
cases would then be tried in the regular provincial courts. The 
Supreme Court is the country's highest court and is itself 
divided into special panels to hear labor, military, criminal and 
state security matters. 

In each court cases are heard by panels composed of profes
sional and lay judges. Municipal court cases are heard by two 
lay judges and one professional judge and provincial courts 
have panels of two lay and three professional judges. The 
Supreme Court has a total of 27 professional judges and 154 
lay judges, divided into five-judge panels. Each panel is com
posed of two lay and three professional judges. 

Lay judges work full time for a total of two months of each 
year and are otherwise engaged in their regular employment. 
They receive 30 to 45 days of training when they become 
judges, and participate in periodic seminars given by profes
sional judges. Lay and professional judges are elected by the 
Assemblies of People's Power, which are the legislative arms of 
the government at the municipal, provincial and national lev
els. Professional judges are elected to terms of five years, 
and lay judges to two and a half year terms. 

About 43 percent of Cuba's professional and lay judges are 
members of the Cuban Communist Party, with a higher per
centage of party members represented on the Supreme Court. 
President Amaro told the delegation that all four of the profes
sional judges on the Supreme Court's military panel, all four 
professional judges on the state security panel, three of the 
four professional judges on the labor panel and five of the 
seven professional judges on the criminal panel are members of 
the Party. 
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T h e Cuban Constitution makes it clear that the judicial 
branch is not equal to, or independent of, the other branches of 
government. Article 122 of the Constitution provides that the 
courts are "subordinate to the National Assembly of People's 
Power and the Council of State." This, plus the short term of 
office is unlikely to encourage judicial independence by Cuban 
judges. 

C. The Status of Cuban Lawyers 

T h e legal profession has been viewed with disfavor in Cuba 
dur ing much of the time since Castro came to power. Dr. 
Menelao Mora Travieso, Secretary General of the National 
Union of Cuban Jurists, a professional organization for all law 
school graduates, told the delegation that in the years following 
the revolution the legal profession was held in low esteem. 
Students were encouraged to pursue technical rather than legal 
careers. He said that from 1960-70 the country had only one 
law school and during some years in the 1960s there were as 
few as five law students in the entire country. Dr. Mora and 
other government representatives with whom we met indicated 
that this negative view of the legal profession was fed, in part, 
by a history of graft and incompetence among Cuban lawyers. 

In 1973, the Cuban government promulgated a law elimi
nating the private bar and requiring all attorneys who did not 
work as state prosecutors or for state enterprises to join collec
tive law offices called bufetes colectivos, which are controlled by a 
national organization. The bufetes colectivos were reorganized in 
1984 under a law requiring all members to reapply for admis
sion and to show that they "possess moral qualities in accord 
with the principles of our society." 

According to the leaders of the National Organization of 
Bufetes Colectivos (NOBC), approximately 110 of the 800 
former members of the bufetes colectivos were denied readmis-
sion to the reorganized bufetes, precluding them from practic
ing law other than with a state enterprise. We were told that 



- 5 -

those denied readmission were afforded a face-to-face meeting 
at which they were informed of the reasons for the denial and 
given the right to appeal to the Minister of Justice. 

T h e leadership of the NOBC said that the reasons for ex
cluding lawyers from the bufetes included failure to prepare 
cases, alcoholism, "living off the work of others," and other 
failings in the quality of a lawyer's work or his or her moral 
character. No lawyers were denied readmission because of their 
political beliefs, we were assured. 

Several private lawyers who were denied readmission and 
with whom we met, however, painted quite a different picture. 
They said that while incompetents and drunks were certainly 
among those denied readmission, so too were lawyers who had 
been active in defending political cases, as well as several older 
lawyers who had been practicing since before 1959, and whose 
loyalty to the revolution was therefore somewhat suspect. At 
least one of these private lawyers, Dr. Antonio de Varona, also 
told the delegation that he was not afforded ? r j.e procedural 
guarantees that were supposed to accompany denial of an 
application for readmission to the bufete. Dr. de Varona said 
that he never was told why his application was denied, and was 
never afforded a face-to-face meeting at which he could ask 
about the denial. A request for information about Dr. de 
Varona's case elicited no response from either the NOBC or 
the Minister of Justice. 

Another case of concern to us is that of Pablo Llabre Raurell. 
A 37-year-old graduate of the Law Faculty at the University of 
Havana, Llabre is widely regarded as having been a vigorous 
and skilled defender of those accused of political and common 
crimes during most of his 13 years of practice. He was expelled 
from his bufete colectivo in February 1987 and disbarred four 
months later in what appears to have been, at least in part, 
retaliation for his vigorous defense of a sensitive case. Mr. 
Llabre is a member of the Cuban Committee for Human 
Rights. 
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According to Justice Minister J u a n Escalona and the lead
ership of the National Organization of Bufetes Colectivos 
who made the decision to discipline Llabre, the reason for 
his expulsion and disbarment was his admitted falsification 
of certain financial records. Under an experimental system 
of payment in force in Llabre's office, attorneys were to be 
paid based on the number of cases they completed in a 
given month, up to a specified maximum. Having complet
ed the maximum number of cases in December 1986, 
Llabre reported that he had finished a particular case in 
January 1987, thereby easing his burden for the latter 
month . 

While this misdeed was serious and worthy of discipline, 
there are indications that those deciding Llabre's fate were not 
impartial. According to Llabre, the expulsion and disbarment 
came in the midst of a defense he was presenting that was 
particularly embarrassing to the NOBC leadership. Llabre was 
defending 2 of 14 real estate brokers charged with fraud in 
connection with the purchase of 10 buildings by the NOBC. In 
the course of cross-examining a prosecution witness, Llabre 
reported, he elicited testimony that while 7 of the buildings 
were going to be used for new bufetes colectivos, 3 were intended 
for the personal use of the NOBC leadership—an allegation 
that, if true, would constitute an obvious misuse of the NOBC's 
funds. Llabre's expulsion and disbarment prevented him from 
pursuing this defense. 

Under the circumstances, there is reason to believe that the 
decision to discipline Llabre in such a serious manner was not 
taken by impartial arbiters. The same body that initially im
posed such severe punishment, the NOBC leadership, had a 
strong incentive to curtail Llabre's spirited defense. By contrast, 
prosecutorial authorities, who had no such personal stake, 
declined to pursue criminal charges against Llabre. They dis
missed a charge of fraud that initially had been filed against 
him for his falsification of records. 
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D. The Role of Lawyers in the Legal System 

For those who act as defense lawyers in Cuba, zealous repre
sentation of a client is not considered to be the primary interest 
that he or she must serve. The report of the Provisional Board 
of Directors of the National Organization of Bufetes Colectivos 
to the General Assembly of the same organization makes clear 
the other interests that a lawyer must bear in mind: 

T h e concept that must not prevail among us is that the 
best attorney is he who attains the acquittal of his client or 
places the client's interests above the law and morality. 
Rather, the best attorney is he who through his actions, 
talent and ability contributes to the victory of the law and 
the humanist principles of our justice. This is the founda
tion of the professional prestige of our attorneys and the 
only concept recognized and admired by our nation of 
workers. To depart from this is to identify oneself with 
those of yesteryear who represented and defended the 
interests of the exploiting class. 

During the early years following the revolution, the client's 
interests appear to have been considered almost entirely sub
servient to those of the state, with defense of political prisoners 
a perfunctory matter, if any defense was presented at all.26 T h e 
delegation was told of trials during the first few years following 
Castro's revolution in which hundreds of defendants were tried 
together in a few hours, with adequate time only to announce 
the guilt of those accused. Prosecutors also apparently made 
littie or no effort to implement procedural protections for the 
accused. Juan Escalona, Cuba's Minister of Justice, reported 
that there were times when the prosecutors acted solely as an 
arm of the military and did not play an active role in enforcing 
socialist legality. 

In more recent years as well, it appears that'attorneys are 
unwilling to pursue a substantial defense of those accused of 
political crimes. Enrique Hernandez Mendez, a former mem-
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ber of Cuba's diplomatic corps and a former professor at the 
University of Havana, was tried for attempting to leave Cuba 
illegally in 1980. Mr. Hernandez told us that he had received a 
pass guaranteeing safe conduct out of Cuba from the Peruvian 
Embassy, as well as all the other necessary documentation. 
When he arrived at the airport, however, his documents were 
confiscated and he was not permitted to leave. A few days later, 
Mr. Hernandez used an air cushion in an attempt to reach a boat 
a short distance offshore, but he was arrested and prosecuted. 

Mr. Hernandez's attorney defended him on grounds of im
possibility, arguing that he could not have left Cuba simply by 
riding an air cushion. The attorney refused, however, to make 
the argument that his client did nothing illegal, having already 
received permission to leave. His lawyer was afraid to defend 
him too vigorously, Mr. Hernandez said. 

Prisoners with whom several members of the delegation met 
described even more perfunctory defenses. Two prisoners who 
were also tried for attempting to leave the country told us that 
they were not permitted to be represented by the attorney of 
their choice. T h e government-appointed lawyer never met with 
them prior to trial and his only statement on their behalf was a 
plea for mercy on the ground that one of the defendants was 
young. 

We did not observe any political trials, but several members 
of the delegation attended three ordinary criminal trials on 
February 10 in Havana Provincial Court. The conduct of these 
cases raised doubts about the vigor with which allegations of 
state abuse of a client's rights are pursued even in non-political 
cases. During one of the trials a defendant charged with bur
glary alleged that he had been beaten in order to coerce a 
confession. None of the lawyers present and none of the judges 
asked the defendant any questions about the allegation. Nor 
did anyone question the police officer about the defendant's al
legation. The police officer told us later, outside the court, that 
he was never asked about the allegation at any other time. In 
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addition, he said that in his 12 years on the police force neither 
he nor anyone he knew had been investigated for alleged 
mistreatment of a prisoner. 

Even when no question of the government's abuse of hu
man rights was raised, aggressive advocacy on behalf of a 
criminal defendant appeared to be atypical. During the three 
trials we witnessed, involving a total of six different defense 
attorneys, only one approached the task with any vigor. Ironi
cally, even that exception to a set of otherwise lackadaisical 
performances illustrated what appeared to be uniformly low 
expectations with respect to the bar's defense function. Rep
resenting a Communist Party member accused of criminal 
negligence in connection with a serious motorcycle accident, 
the attorney conducted a forceful, though respectful, ten-
minute cross-examination of the prosecution's witness, dis
crediting his testimony in significant respects. At the end of 
this exercise the presiding judge chided: "You've asked so 
many questions of the witness, it's as if he's the accused." The 
comment made it clear that effective advocacy on behalf of a 
criminal defendant fell outside ordinary standards of con
duct, at least in the mind of the presiding judge in the court 
we visited. 

In sum, the evidence gathered by the delegation left us with 
serious doubts about the independence of the bar in Cuba. 
Control of lawyers appears to have been ensured during the 
past 15 years through the process of requiring all attorneys who 
are not employed by the state to belong to, and then apply for 
readmission to, the bufetes colectivos. Defense lawyers do not 
vigorously defend those charged with political crimes. If the 
trials we observed are representative, even defendants in non-
political cases rarely receive a zealous defense. The absence of 
attorneys independent of the state and willing forcefully to 
challenge a prosecutor, particularly in political cases, removes 
what is in many countries an important source of protection for 
human rights. 
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I n D i e z d e O c t u b r e M u n i c i p a l i t y , P r o v i n c e o f H a v a n a , on 

23 S e p t e m b e r 1983 . . . 

CONSIDERING, i n t h e Labour S e c t i o n o f t h e D i e z d e O c t u b r e P e o p l e ' s 

M u n i c i p a l C o u r t , t h e a c t i o n b r o u g h t o n 29 J u l y 1983 by A r t u r o A n t o n i o G a r c i a 

R e b o l a r , C a l l e A No. 505 e / 21 and 2 3 , a p t . G, V e d a d o , P l a z a , i n h i s c a p a c i t y 

a s a w o r k e r i n t h e " R a u l C e p e r e B o n i l l a " I P U , s i t u a t e d a t J o s e A. S a c o 

No . 364 e / V i s t a A l e g r e and San M a r i a n o , v i b o r a , i n t h e D i e z d e O c t u b r e 

M u n i c i p a l D i s t r i c t , and a s a member o f MINED, t h e E d u c a t i o n , S c i e n c e a n d 

R e c r e a t i o n T r a d e U n i o n , a g a i n s t G a s t o n G o r r i t a Guzman, i n h i s c a p a c i t y a s 

D i r e c t o r , f o r t h e p u r p o s e o f a p p e a l i n g u n d e r a r t i c l e 5 o f D e c r e e - L a w 32 o f 

16 F e b r u a r y 1 9 8 0 , a g a i n s t t h e d i s c i p l i n a r y m e a s u r e o f d i s m i s s a l f r o m h i s p o s t 

by t h e A d m i n i s t r a t i o n by v i r t u e o f i t s p o w e r s u n d e r a r t i c l e s I e t s e q . o f t h e 

a b o v e - m e n t i o n e d D e c r e e - L a w , when he c o n t r a v e n e d c h a p t e r V, a r t i c l e 8 , 

s u b p a r a g r a p h P , o f t h e Ramal r e g u l a t i o n s on l a b o u r d i s c i p l i n e i n t h e 

e d u c a t i o n a l s e c t o r ( f a i l u r e t o o b s e r v e t h e r e g u l a t i o n s ) ; 

WHEREAS t h e p l a i n t i f f c o n t e s t s t h i s m e a s u r e and o b j e c t s t h e r e t o o n t h e 

g r o u n d s t h a t h e d o e s n o t a g r e e t h a t h e h e l p e d t o c i r c u l a t e m a t e r i a l t h a t 

c o n f l i c t s w i t h o u r s o c i a l i d e o l o g y , s i n c e h e m e r e l y l o o k e d f o r s o m e o n e t o t y p e 

u p t h e t r a n s l a t i o n o f a book f r o m F r e n c h t o S p a n i s h , a t t h e r e q u e s t o f M a r i o 

G a s t o n H e r n a n d e s ; 

WHEREAS, a f t e r e x a m i n a t i o n o f t h e a p p l i c a t i o n t h e r e q u i s i t e f o r m a l i t i e s 

w e r e c o m p l i e d w i t h and t h e p l a c e , d a t e a n d t i m e w e r e s e t f o r a p u b l i c h e a r i n g , 

i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t h e t e r m s o f a r t i c l e s 7 07 e t s e q . o f Act No. 7 o f 

19 A u g u s t 1 9 7 7 , c o n c e r n i n g C i v i l , A d m i n i s t r a t i v e and L a b o u r P r o c e d u r e , w h i c h 

h e a r i n g was h e l d i n t h e p r e s e n c e o f t h e p a r t i e s , who made t h e a l l e g a t i o n s t h e y 

deemed a p p r o p r i a t e and a d d u c e d e v i d e n c e w h i c h was d e c l a r e d r e l e v a n t a n d 

e n t a i l e d , a t t h e a p p r o p r i a t e s t a g e i n t h e p r o c e e d i n g s , a n e x a m i n a t i o n o f 

L a b o u r F i l e No. 4 1 0 3 1 5 0 1 6 4 0 , b e l o n g i n g t o t h e p l a i n t i f f ? 
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WHEREAS the requirements of the law have been observed in this case; 

WHEREAS the plaintiff, who works as a teacher of mathematics, at a salary 

of 248 pesos, claimed that when asked by Mario Gaston Hernandez to find 

someone to type up the translation of a book from French to Spanish, he 

provided the means to do so, but at no time did he circulate any document; 

the acts occurred on 7 June 19 83 and, when First Lieutenant Paez of the State 

Security Department informed the educational centre, at that time the Director 

told him to continue working, which he did up until 13 July, taking the 

measure to be inappropriate, and he also deems it unfortunate that the 

Municipality did not take account of his employment and political record over 

a period of 21 years; the Administration claims that he provided the work of 

typing up the translation of the book "Nostradamus" by Mario Gaston Hernandez, 

which book was circulated at the educational centre and is classed by UNEAC 

specialists as deviationist, anti-Communist and anti-Soviet; the worker told 

the State Security Department that he accepted responsibility, a meeting was 

held with representatives of the centre and security officials to discuss the 

entire process, including the fact that, inter alia, on 28 April, the book was 

seized from Mario Gaston, together with seven booklets containing the 

translation; the accused Garcia Rebollar helped to print the translation by 

taking it to someone, who typed it up and bound it, returning it to him, by 

which means he helped to circulate the material; 

CONSIDERING the evidence obtained at the hearing and in the documents 

submitted, it is proved that the plaintiff contravened chapter V, article 8, 

subparagraph P, of the Penal Regulations for Labour Discipline in the 

Educational Sector, dated 29 June 1981, which stipulates that it is a breach 

of labour discipline "to bring into a study centre literature or other 

material which is pornographic or deviationist", from which it can be inferred, 

that when the book and the translation were taken from the plaintiff at the 

educational centre at which he is employed and they became known to third 

parties, he had contravened the terms of article 2, subparagraph 11, of 

Decree-Law No. 11 of 14 December 1977, and it is therefore appropriate to 

apply the measure stipulated in article 8, subparagraph 6, of that Decree-Law, 

and consequently, this Court pronounces the following 

SENTENCE: 

WE HEREBY ORDER dismissal of the suit brought on 29 July 1983 by Arturo 

Antonio Garcia Rebollar, in his capacity as a worker at the "Raul Cepero 
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Bonilla" IPU, against Gaston Borrita Guzman, in his capacity as Director, and 

we hereby rule that the aforementioned worker shall, in accordance with the 

foregoing, be dismissed from his post and workplace. 

For notification to the parties, advising them that an appeal may be made 

against the foregoing sentence within 10 days following notification thereof, 

in this People's Municipal Court, in accordance with the terms of articles 719 

et seq. of Act No. 7 of 19 August 1977, concerning Civil, Administrative and 

Labour Procedure. For this purpose, any certified copies may be issued. 

(Signatures and stamp of the Diez de Octubre People's Municipal Court) 
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Provincial People's Court of the City of Havana MMBl 

STATE SECURITY SECTION 

JUDGEMENT NUMBER: FIFTY-EIGHT (58) 

President of the Court: Guillermo P. Hernandez Infante 

Justices: 

Placido Batista Veranes, 
Nancy Morales Gonzalez, 
Eduardo Gomez Hermida, 
Ernesto Rojas Otamendi. 

In the City of Havana, on 22 Auqust 1983, following public oral proceedinqs 

before the State Security Section of the Provincial People's Court of the City 

of Havana, in Case No. 75 of 1983, brought in respect of an offence of ENEMY 

PROPAGANDA, the accused beinq: MARIO GASTON HERNANDEZ MARTINEZ, a native of 

Calabazar de Saqua, Villa Clara Province, son of Pablo and Isabel, aqed 59, 

married, with university education, employed by the Minist of Education as a 

storekeeper at the Raul Cepero Bonilla Pre-University : ,uuol, with an address 

at 1413, 17th Avenue, between 34th Street and 36th Street in 

Plava Municipality, Province of the City of Havana, on bail from these charges 

and defended by Dr. Migdalia Lara Macias, a court-appointed lawyer; 

ARTURO ANTONIO GARCIA REBOLLAR, a native of the City of Havana, son of Arturo 

and Aida, aged 42, divorced, educational level: fourth year of civil 

engineering, employed as a teacher of mathematics by the Raul Cepero Bonilla 

Pre-University School, with an address at Flat G, 505 A Street, between 21st 

and 23rd Streets, Vedado, Plaza de La Revolucion Municipality, Province of 

the City of Havana, on bail from these charges and defended by 

Dr. Miqdalia Lara Macias; and FRANCISCO ANTONIO MARTINEZ HRASTE, a native of 

the City of Havana, son of Francisco and Angelica, aqed 33, a bachelor, with 

university education, employed as an editor in the Radio Metropolitana 

broadcasting station by the Provincial Directorate for Radio of the People's 

Power of the City of Havana, with an address at 62, No. 1503, between 15th 

and 17th Streets, Plaza de La Revolucion Municipality, Province of the City of 

Havana, on bail from these charqes and defended by Dr. Mario Cabrales Cuesta, 

a court-appointed lawyer. 
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Prosecutor: Dr. Ricardo Padierne Reyna de Cossio. 

President of the Court: Judqe Guillermo Predro Hernandez Infante. 

WHEREAS, firstly, there is evidence that the accused MARIO GASTON 

HERNANDEZ MARTINEZ, aqed 59, full details of whom are provided above, did, on 

an unspecified date prior and close to 26 April 1983, produce two 

counter-revolutionary manuscript leaflets, translated from the book written by 

the French authors Max and Jean Fontbrune on the prophecies of 

Michel de Nostredame, known as Nostradamus, the contents of which are clearly 

counter-revolutionary and contain, inter alia, the followinq: "When Socialism 

comes to power the people's blood will be shed and freedom of speech will 

disappear", "neither church not sexes will be spared", "the great sister of 

the English, the United States, will inherit Soviet power", thereby aqitatinq 

against international solidarity. Having prepared his manuscripts, the 

accused, Hernandez Martinez, qave the book to his fellow accused 

ARTURO ANTONIO GARCIA REBOLLAR, of leqal aqe, whose level of education and 

other details are provided above, who, with the same counter-revolutionary 

intent passed the book on to FRANCISCO ANTONIO MARTINEZ HRASTE, also accused, 

aqed 33, details of whom are provided above, who typed the manuscripts, 

thereby collaborating in the activity of Hernandez Martinez. 

WHEREAS, secondly, the prosecutor has maintained his provisional conclusions, 

which have been placed on record, as definitive. 

WHEREAS, thirdly, the counsels for the defence have also maintained their 

provisional conclusions, which have been placed on record, as definitive. 

IN VIEW OF, ONE; the fact that the actions which have been proved constitute 

the offence of ENEMY PROPAGANDA established and punished by article 108-1, 

paragraphs a and b of the Criminal Code, incorporated herein, inasmuch as the 

perpetrators thereof have agitated aqainst international solidarity by means 

of written propaqanda which they themselves produced and which one of them had 

in his possession. 

IN VIEW OF, TWO; the fact that the accused are liable as the perpetrators of 

the aforesaid offence, since they committed it themselves. 

IN VIEW OF, THREE; the fact that there are no mitigatinq circumstances for 

the commission of the offence. 

IN VIEW OF, FOUR; the fact that the criminal liability entails the civil 

obligation to compensate for the damage and harm resultinq from the act. 

IN VIEW OF, FIVE; the fact that the Court has been guided by its socialist 

legal conscience in selecting the degree of the punishment applicable within 
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the limits set by the law, and, has, in particular, borne in mind the social 

damage caused by the accused, the individual responsibility of each of them 

and his deqree of involvement, their individual conduct before and after the 

offence, the circumstances surroundinq the acts and the likelihood of the 

accused makinq amends, in accordance with the provisions of article 47 of the 

Criminal Code. 

THE COURT HEREBY DECIDES: We sentence the accused, MARIO GASTON 

HERNANDEZ MARTINEZ, to THREE YEARS' DEPRIVATION OF LIBERTY and 

ARTURO GARCIA REBOLLAR and FRANCISCO ANTONIO MARTINEZ HRASTE to ONE YEAR'S 

DEPRIVATION OF LIBERTY each, which is replaced by RESTRICTED LIBERTY for the 

same period for each of the accused, for the perpetration of an offence of 

ENEMY PROPAGANDA. 

No judqement is made in respect of civil liability. 

We hereby pronounce judqement, order it to be executed and sign. 

A true copy of the original for this case 

CERTIFIED 

(signed) (illegible) 
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INTRODUCTION 

"To maintain and preserve the health of the people and to raise 
their life expectancy to a maximum" is an all-level task in the 
program of the Cuban Communist Party. 

To attain this goal, innumerable resources are invested 
throughout the country and a special interest is shown at all 
Party and Cuban Government directorate levels. 

To keep the Party directorate informed of the evaluation made 
by the people, of the services provided by the Health Sector in 
the 14 municipalities of the province, the People's Opinion 
Section of the DOR [Revolutionary Orientation Department]* 
Provincial Committee analyzed the opinions polled during the 
second semester of 1987. 

•[Brackets signify translator's notes.] 
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GENERAL EVALUATION 

From a total of 10,756 opinions, 87.6% are unfavorable. In 
comparison with the same period of the previous year, there was 
an increase of 3% (chart 1)• 

As noted in chart 3, the percentage of unfavorable opinions 
decreased only in the municipalities of Baguanos, Mayari and 
Frank Pais; the increase is significant in Gibara (8.9%), Banes 
(a.3.%\, Sagua de Tanamo (L5.3%\ v and. Kaa (L3.6.%J,. 

In Rafael Freyre, Antilia, Holguin, Cacocum, Urbano Noris and 
Cueto, the increase was minor. 

We believe that in the case of Calixto Garcia it is not timely 
to establish comparisons, because during 1987 the information 
on the municipality was sketchy and very irregular. 

As in the previous analyses conducted, positive opinions 
reflect the people's recognition of the efforts being made by 
the Revolution and the achievements attained in this important 
sector. 

Notwithstanding the above, unfavorable opinions evidence that 
despite Party and Government efforts and the special attention 
on the part of Comrade Fidel [Castro] to provide optimum 
quality in services rendered at health centers, the population 
is not totally satisfied with the attention they receive. 

As can be noted from the report, criticisms that continue to be 
reiterated the most are those regarding the lack of attention, 
negligence and abuse of patients, which we have pointed out in 
previous reports. Therefore, we consider that more should be 
demanded towards complying with the principles of Medical 
Ethics, and that direct work with each one of the sector staff 
should be intensified. 
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PROVINCIAL MATTERS 

As in previous analyses, in 539 opinions the need to increase 
fumigations against mosquitoes, and other insects and rodents 
in all the provinces and municipalities continues to be 
reflected. 

Ninety-seven opinions polled in the Sagua de Tanamo 
municipality raised the need to gather the pigs that roam the 
urban zones. 

FAMILY DOCTOR 

This plan is the creation of the Commander in Chief [Fidel 
Castro], and as can be determined from the positive opinions, 
the plan has been very well received by our people, who also 
have acknowledged the benefits it provides and its importance 
in preventive medicine and health control. 

Unfavorable opinions, which account for 64.9%, point out the 
deficiencies in several consultation centers, and also give 
suggestions to improve, according to the people's criteria, the 
invaluable services offered at these centers. 

The most repeated concerns are the following: 

At consultation centers, the issuance of health certificates 
takes too long (8-Banes). 

- Many doctors do not comply with regulations; do not make 
rounds (attention is not the best) (63 opinions) 

* Banes. 
* Consultation center #36; the three at El Coco junction 

(Holguin). 

The La Guira consultation center is closed in the afternoon 
(3-Banes). 
They wonder why so many consultation centers have been built 
in urban areas, where all medical resources are at hand, and 
none have been built in the rural areas (135 opinions). 
Rafael Freyre, Cueto, Banes, Mayari, Cacocum, Urbano Noris, 
Baguanos. 

Scandals in consultation center #17 (20 opinions). 
- There exist consultation centers which have been completed 

and are not in operation yet (65 opinions). La 
Agraria-Cacocum, Aguas Claras-Holguin, Veguitas-Banes. 

- They wonder what the motives are for not expanding to all 
neighborhoods and municipalities (10-Holguin). 
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The family doctor needs to take more steps to become a 
specialist (6-Holguin). 
He does not solve any of the workers' problems; they still 
have to go to the polyclinic (13-Holguin). 
Some doctors do not live at home and when they are needed at 
night they are not available (5-Holguin). 
The doctor always has a different ailment (4 opinions) 

* Consultation center #9-Holguin. 
These are open only to 6pm (18 opinions) 

* Aguas Claras and the Lenin District (Holguin). 
Consultation centers that have no doctors (9 opinions) 

* #50 - Banes. 

SUGGESTIONS 

Family doctor consultation centers should be made available 
in rural areas (32) 

* Cueto. 
* Holguin. 
* Mayari. 
* Banes. 

Stricter rules must be enforced on family doctors who refuse 
to work (6-Holguin). ' 

- The family doctor is much needed in the municipality 
(10-Cacocum). 
The doctor should possess injections [syringes] to lower the 
blood pressure to avoid going to the hospital (8- Banes). 

AIDS [SIDA] 

With reference to this illness, called the "Plague of the 20th 
Century," favorable opinions indicate a high degree of 
confidence and satisfaction on the part of the population 
regarding the measures taken by the Cuban Ministry of Public 
Health to prevent massive contamination; TV programs broadcast 
to that end are evaluated as good. 

Notwithstanding the information given, 78 opinions affirm that 
throughout the province there are "X" cases of AIDS. 

The following suggestions are also made: 

- That the analyses that are being done in Havana also be done 
in the rest of the provinces (15 opinions). 

They should take into consideration prisoners who can be 
carriers because there are homosexuals (7 opinions). 
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The AIDS video should be broadcast to the whole population 
(10 opinions). 

A medical investigation should be conducted to detect all 
AIDS cases (3 opinions). 

AIDS tests should be made on all women who change sexual 
partners frequently and on those who go out with foreigners 
(22 opinions). 

It should be demanded that all blood donations and tests be 
thoroughly analyzed in order to avoid contamination with 
AIDS (7 opinions). 

Preventive measures must be taken (25 opinions). 

Measures must be taken on homosexuals (53 opinions). 

The whole population, especially the youth, should be 
provided with information (53 opinions). 
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GIBARA MUNICIPALITY 

Of all opinions 93.6% are unfavorable, an increase of 8.9% over 
the same period in 1986. 

One hundred and twenty-seven hospital-related opinions say: 

- Attention is poor and there is patient abuse (68 opinions) 

* In one week, there were two deaths in the operating room; 
they call it "Room 8" [referring to the Cuban game of 
charades, where the number 8 signifies "death."] 

* At the lab, the women engage in chatting. 
* Several patients have died on surgeon Pujol. 
* Doctors make patients wait because they keep watching for 

the arrival of a truck, wondering what goods will be 
distributed. 

* Sometimes it is 9am and there are no doctors in the 
Emergency Room. 

* Most Emergency Room doctors are new and inexperienced. 

Needs 

There are few doctors (41). 
At the hospital, to meet programmed activities, a taxi must 
be hired daily (3). 
There are broken windows (4). 
There is no boiled water for the children in the respiratory 
unit (6). 
Hepatitis patients have to undergo tests at Chaparra or 
Puerto Padre (2). 

Suggestions 

Add another lab technician to do the tests on children. 

Polyclinic 

Poor attention is given to patients (49) 

* Often, the Ophthalmology consultation is cancelled. 
* There is no control of patients' files registry. 
* Tests are lost. 
* Workers encounter difficulties in getting their health 

card. 
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- Shortage of doctors; there is one for three sectors (161 
opinions). 
Abuse by doctors (17) 

* otolaryngologist. 
* the doctor in sector #2. 

Suggestions 

The urologist should improve his temper (4). 
- Conditions must be improved for the patients awaiting their 

tests (7). 

Velasco Polyclinic 

- At times it is 9am and no doctors are in yet (10). 
There are few doctors (9). 

- Evidence of favoritism in the Obstetrics Room (8). 

Suggestions 

- That a hospital be built in accordance with the existing 
population in that area (2 0). 

Dental Clinic 

Attention is inefficient; only a few patients are seen 
daily; the comrades go out very frequently (6). 

Piloto Pharmacy 

- On Sundays they have problems in returning small change (4). 

Medical Post: 

Floro Perez 

- Doctors are seldom there (119). 
It is closed on weekends (14). 

- It is suggested that better attention be given to the people 
(12). 

Los Alfonsos 

It was declared a model and there is not one doctor (28). 
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Caletones 

Good attention (12). 

Home for the Elderly 

It is suggested that the PCC [Cuban Communist Party] 
investigate several senior citizens who have breakfast and 
dinner at the Home and are doing business [on the side] with 
their food quota [ration-card] (12). 

Other general comments 

- Ambulances are being used for pleasure rides and also for 
personal business (11). 

- The doctor prescribes medications which are not available in 
the pharmacy (2). 
If doctors continue to issue health certificates, the 
School-in-the-Country will have to be cancelled because all 
the children are sick (18). 
Public Health has lowered its guard in the attention 
provided the population (7). 

Suggestions 

Something must be done with the new doctor who now holds 
Zayda's position; she abuses the patients (31). 

RAFAEL FREYRE MUNICIPALITY 

Out of 318 opinions, 65.7% are unfavorable, a 4.8% increase 
over the same period last year. 

Regarding hospital services, 75.8% are unfavorable; the 
complaints most heard are regarding: 

The quality of services and attention has gone down (108 
opinions) 

* Doctor Juana Maria (orthopedist) leaves her work post on 
occasion and does not say where she is going. 

* There is lack of confidence in lab analyses results. 
* A woman died during childbirth because she was not 

attended to promptly and adequately (6). 
* Favoritism is practiced when giving out appointments. 
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- There are no specialists in Pedriatics (40). 
- Several consultation room doors are falling down (8). 

Fifty opinions acknowledge that attention has improved. 

Punto Fijo Polyclinic 

It is suggested that measures be taken regarding elements 
[people] who do not let the doctor work (16). 

Fray Benito Polyclinic 

Good services are being rendered to the population (10). 

Pharmacy 

- In the evenings, there are no salespersons (6). 

- At the Santa Lucia one, service is very slow (15). 

Medical Post: 

Melones 
- The doctor does not come to consultation any more and nobody 
knows why (10). 

BANES MUNICIPALITY 

Unfavorable opinions are 96.2%, an increase of 8.3% over the 
same period in 1986. 

Of the hospital-related opinions, 83.8% are unfavorable and 
they point out that: 

- Patients are not given good attention (101) 

* The doctor orders electrocardiograms and they [the EKGs] 
never turn up. 

* Appointments with specialists are delayed up to 4 months. 
* At times no rounds are made in the men's ward. 
* There are two orthopedists and they give out very few 

appointments. 
* While the skin specialist is on vacation he is not 

replaced by any other doctor. 

Needs 

- There are never any working materials for X-rays (6). 
- Installation of the elevator remains unfinished (5). 
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Pregnant women are afraid to go to the hospital to give 
birth (7). 
At times the doctors are unable to diagnose the illness of 
the patient (18). 

suggestions 

- The State should analyze the possibility of building a 
dining room (7). 

- Baby-sitters should be allowed to remain because they are 
needed in the ward (8) . 

Nicaragua Hospital 

- Medical attention is bad (59). 
There is evidence of "sociolismo" [favoritism] (4). 
Surgical procedures are not performed due to lack of X-ray 
materials (3) . 
There is no anesthetist for an urgent Caesarean (8). 
The operating room is almost always contaminated (12). 

Suggestions 

A good repair is in order (3). 

Polyclinic 

Patients in the Comunitario were transferred to the Integral 
and the patients are very inconvenienced (12). 
Pediatrics appointments are given out in the morning and 
consultations are at 2pm and this affects the patients who 
live in the country- (16) . 
Consultations for pregnant women are twice a week and they 
never start on time (2 0). 
Doctors do not treat patients properly (5). 
Tests cannot be conducted due to lack of water (3). 

Deleite Polyclinic 

- Attention and behavior [towards patients] are not good (21) 

* Patients are admitted and they are not seen again. 
* When doctors are lying down they do not want to get up to 

see a patient. 
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Suggestion 

Behavior towards patients must be improved and better 
attention should be provided (7). 

Canadon Polyclinic 

- Service is bad 
* When the stomatologist [dentist] comes, his assistant is 

absent, and vice versa; when both are in, there is no 
water. 

* There is only one doctor for the entire population. 
* Lack of a lab technician. 

Dental Clinic 

Prostheses are of poor quality (30). 
Appointments go from one month to the next when there are 
so many stomatologists (15). 

Pharmacy 

- The pilot is declared a model, but at times they maltreat 
customers; the attention is not good (5). 

- At the semi-pilot (near the shoe-repair shop), the comrades 
barely work; they talk their lives away and take their time 
to attend to customers (3). 

Los Pinos 

In this community there is no medical assistance of any 
kind, there is not even one nurse to heal a wound (9). 

Las Mulas 

Neither the doctor nor the ambulance are there when needed 
(25). 

Ambulances 

Those of Guardalavaca and Canadon are used for personal 
affairs (8). 

- When there is a patient to be taken urgently to Holguin, the 
ambulances do not appear. 

Suggestion 

The Deleite ambulance must not be taken away (15). 
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General Opinions 

There is little concern on the part of the doctors, they 
wait to the last minute; when they transfer a patient to a 
better hospital it is because he cannot be saved (17). 
Some gynecologists are negligent, and when women cannot 
deliver, doctors do not practice the required Caesarean 
section, endangering the lives of mother and child (6). 
Doctor Yoelia has little experience (4). 
Many children get medical certificates and do not attend the 
school-at-the-country (13). 
Sick relatives of municipal doctors and nurses get more food 
quotas than the rest of the population (6). 

Suggestions 

- Mental patients should be picked up (2 0). 
Public Health should clarify rumors of a tuberculosis 
outbreak (28). 
At least once a week, doctors in Banes, specialists in 
Orthopedics, Pediatrics, Ophthalmology, should visit the 
areas that are far away from the municipality (6). 

ANTILLA MUNICIPALITY 

Unfavorable opinions are 89.9%, up 4.3% from the same period in 
1986. Of the 714 hospital-related opinions, 81.2% are 
unfavorable. 

In 3 69 opinions, it was reiterated that there are few doctors; 
that a pediatrician, surgeon and gynecologist are needed; and 
that the appointments granted for the different specialists do 
not meet the needs of the people. 

Also, 46 point out that on any given day, doctors are absent 
and consultations begin late. 

A lack of concern on the part of the doctors is expressed in 98 
opinions. 

Fifty-three opinions state that to get a test done, one has to 
stand in line from the previous day, and that often tests 
cannot be done because there is no water. 

Twenty opinions express that the comrade in charge of the 
electrocardiograms is frequently absent and patients are not 
advised. Also, that the X-ray technician maltreats patients 
and seldom is at his work post. 

Twenty-two opinions express that Doctor Nora maltreats her 
patients. 
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Suggestions 

Services and behavior towards patients must be improved 
(53). 
There should be more concern over the emergency shift (9). 

- The emergency doctor must remain in the Emergency Room (14). 
More specialists should be brought in (3). 

Polyclinic 

There are expressions of bad treatment and poor service 
as follows (90): 

* There is no one who can provide information. 
* There is no consultation schedule. 
* On Saturdays, at the Gynecology consultation they only 

take 10 [appointment] cards. 
* There are few doctors. 
* For three weeks, there has been no pediatrician. 

Suggestions 

The scheduling of doctors' consultations must be improved 
(30). 
Acupuncture technicians should be brought ir (31). 

Pharmacy 

A stricter control of alcohol sales is suggested (56). 

General Opinions 

There are few doctors in the municipality (14). 
The physiotherapist does not have the adequate facilities 
for the exercises (12). 

Suggestions 

- An investigation should be conducted on the skin rashes and 
the diarrheas that the population is suffering (83). 

- All children should be vaccinated against "Meningo" 
[meningitis] (40). 
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BAGUANOS MUNICIPALITY 

Of all opinions, 93.1% were unfavorable, a decrease of 4.4% 
from the same period last year. 

Of hospital-related opinions, 91.3% are unfavorable and the 
main concerns pointed out are regarding: 

Deficient service and maltreatment of patients 
* Comrade Reyna Viera treats people badly. 
* Doctors arrive late for consultations. 
* Doctors lack knowledge and responsibility; they err in 

diagnoses. 
* There are consultation offices closed for lack of 

doctors. 
* Appointments to see specialists are delayed very much. 
* There are few resources at the hospital, and doctors take 

too long to transfer cases as required. 
* Doctors from out of town leave early. 

Others 

There is broken equipment and they do not bother to fix 
them (13 opinions). 

- The hospital is considered poorly managed (11 opinions). 

Tacajo Hospital 

- At times the water given to patients is not drinkable (4 
opinions). 
There are few doctors (1[?] opinions). 
Not all the resources to be used to perform medical checkups 
can be guaranteed (8 opinions). 
Consultations are delayed very much (6 opinions). 

Polyclinic 

- There are few doctors and the employees do not give patients 
their best treatment (37 opinions). 

- At times there are no lab technicians (6 opinions). 
The comrade for social work is not very efficient (3 
opinions ). 

- There is an automatic plant that is deteriorating, instead 
of being used (24 times). 
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Pharmacy 

Employees abandon their work to shop at the produce 
mini-market (8 opinions). 

General Opinions 

The optical store is almost always closed (11 opinions). 
- Municipality doctors transfer cases to evade 

responsibilities and not face the situation (6 opinions). 
The municipality does not have the facilities to shelter 
doctors from out of town (17 opinions). 

HOLGDIN MUNICIPALITY 

Of all comments, 91.4% are unfavorable; in comparison to the 
same period of last year they increased by 0.3%. 

Hospital-related unfavorable opinions are 89.9%. 

Regarding the Vladimir Ilich Lenin Hospital specifically, it is 
expressed that: 

Attention is lacking and the public is treated badly (335 
opinions) 

* Emergency Room doctors get lost; specialists are seldom 
available; the number of doctors does not meet the needs; 
service is slow; at times either there are no stretchers 
or the stretcher bearers have disappeared. 

* In the Psychiatrics ward, at times there is only one 
nurse and there are no syringes available. 

* Some doctors and nurses argue in front of patients. 
* One nurse changes the medications prescribed by the 

doctor. 
* The elderly are treated badly. 
* Good attention is given only to friends and to those who 

have important positions. 
* Pregnant women are left to die in the delivery room. 
* Most of the operations become infected. 
* There is non-compliance with the administration of 

medications prescribed for in-patients. 
* Ultrasounds lack quality. 
* CPV's do not treat patients well. 
* Delays in getting admitted for surgery. 

- Poor food quality, they give very little, and at times there 
is not enough (101 opinions). 
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- Hospital garments of in-patients are in the worst hygienic 
conditions; they are not dried properly (85 opinions) 
* When there are visits they give out new garments and 

later they are taken away. 

Doctors lack knowledge (38 opinions) 
* The Orthopedics specialty is no good, patients do not 

come out well. 
* Doctors cannot find out what the illnesses are. 
* The people have lost confidence in the hospital due to 

the errors in diagnoses. 

The fifth floor does not have the same maintenance as the 
other wards (3 opinions). 
Pediatrics lacks the instruments to cure children (4 
opinions). 

- Three X-ray machines are broken (2 opinions). 
- General assistants were laid off and now everything is dirty 

and no disinfectants are used (23 opinions). 
- Ambulance service is deficient (4 opinions). 

Information is not brought down on time (14 opinions). 

Suggestions 

- Why isn't a shelter built for the families of in-patients? 
(41 opinions). 

Pedriatics Hospital 

Service and treatment of patients are both deficient (59 
opinions) 
* There are few doctors in the Emergency Room; at times 

there are students only, who make mistakes often; 
injections are given by students with only three months 
of classes. 

* They admit children with diarrhea who are not given any 
medicine. 

* Evening attention is bad. 
* When the comrade who distributes the medicines is on 

vacation, no one replaces him. 

- When one side of the Pedriatics ward gets fixed, the other 
side breaks (5 opinions). 

- The treatment given to the housed nurses is bad; poor 
attention is paid to them (8 opinions). 
The food being given to mothers accompanying sick children 
was cut down in order to give it to the employees (7 
opinions). 

- The children are suffering from the heat, because there are 
no fans (23 opinions). 
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Polyclinics: 

Diaz Legra 

The lack of doctors is resulting in maltreatment of 
patients (164 opinions). 
Patients are attended without the doctors having their 
medical histories on hand (9 opinions). 

Suggestions 

Caridad, the head nurse, must be replaced; she is a dictator 
and mistreats the people (1[?] opinions). 

Maximo Gomez 

- There seldom is a general practitioner available (10 
opinions). 
Doctors do not serve their required annual assignments in 
the country (3 opinions). 

- There are difficulties with vaccines for children (15 
opinions). 
Doctors are frequently absent from consultations (7 
opinions). 

- At times there are no doctors at night (2 opinions). 

Alex Urquiola 

It is in poor condition (19 opinions). 
- Many friends of doctors and nurses enter consultation 

offices without appointments or patients' approval (6 
opinions). 

Rene Avila 

- Attention in Gynecology is bad (6 opinions). 
- The Doctor in Sector 3 is rude (3 opinions). 

Alcides Pino 

The nurses who will attend the Congress were chosen without 
taking into account their attitudes, conditions and 
[political] trajectory (20 opinions). 

- At the polyclinic, Lucy is not the one in command and she is 
the head nurse (36 opinions). 

La Plaquita 

- One arrives at 8:00am with a child and leaves at 11 or 12 (4 
opinions). 
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San Andres Polyclinic 

- Service is the worst, the people are very unhappy (11 
opinions). 

Suggestion 

- Build a hospital in accordance with the existing population 
(8 opinions). 

Julio Grave de Peralta 

There are few doctors (5 opinions). 

Pharmacies 

There is a lack of many medications (45 opinions). 
Delay in service (17 opinions). 
Need for another pilot pharmacy in the center of town (24 
opinions). 
Need for a pharmacy at Piedra Blanca (8 opinions). 
Pacifiers are being sold to some people under the layette 
card [ration card for mothers] but salespersons give them to 
other people in large quantities, to do business [on the 
side" (4 opinions). 
At the one across the park they change medications (2 
opinions). 

Suggestion 

All salespersons in the pharmacy across the park must be 
changed (3 opinions). 

Dental Clinics: 

Manuel Angulo 

In the prosthesis department they give you an appointment 
and then see you three hours later; the quality of the work 
is not among the best (16 opinions). 

Mario Pozo 

The quality of the personnel doing the prostheses is poor (9 
opinions). 

- They summon everyone for 3pm and do not start calling until 
4pm, even if there are only a few persons (10 opinions). 

Artemio Mastrapa 

- Very few appointments are given out daily (8 opinions). 
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I.T.H. Maternity Home 

The doctor leav.es at 9:00pm and only one nurse stays (5 
opinions). 

- There is no variety of sweets for the patients (10 
opinions). 

Blood Bank 

The snack given to the "cederistas" [members of the 
neighborhood watch committee] who donate blood is very poor 
(7 opinions). 

La Gira Infirmary 

There is a lack of medications, and often the nurse is 
absent (40 opinions). 

Physiotherapy (Miro) 

Mistreatment from some technicians who keep patients waiting 
for a long time while they keep on talking (13 opinions). 

Home for the Elderly (Mayari Road) 

Some of the elderly have a bad and sickly appearance; they 
are dirty (15 opinions). 

General Opinions 

- Appointments for the stomatologist are given every 3 0 days 
(11 opinions). 
Doctors prescribe medications which are not available at the 
pharmacies (4 opinions). 
Doctors have little knowledge (13 opinions). 
There are too many family doctors and at polyclinics there 
are no doctors to service the people (16 opinions). 
In the province there is no reagent available to perform the 
hepatitis test (11 opinions). 
Public Health does not have union leaders to truly represent 
the interests of the workers (42 opinions). 

Suggestions 

- Havana should be imitated; there, all hospitals have been 
repaired and, here, we have the new hospital out of service 
(14 opinions). 
A new polyclinic is needed between Pueblo Nuevo and Alex 
Urquiola; all others are too distant and there is no bus 
service (8 opinions). 

http://leav.es


- 21 -

CALIXTO GARCIA MUNICIPALITY 

Of all the opinions received (41), 53.6% are unfavorable. 

We should clarify that during 1987 the flow of information from 
this municipality was very poor and irregular; thus, we do not 
find it objective to evaluate this year against the same period 
in 1986. 

The opinions received express that: 

- At the Buenaventura hospital, there is little attention paid 
to pregnant women by the nurses (1 opinion). 

- At the Mir polyclinic, doctors start consultations late (4 
opinions). 

- At the Buenaventura polyclinic, they do not give the first 
appointments to the farmers (2 opinions). 

- Melecio Guerrero, the chauffeur, spends all day at home with 
the ambulance parked there (2 opinions). 

Suggestion 

In the surrounding neighborhoods there should be a car on 
call during the night; if someone gets sick, there is no way 
to get him put (2 opinions). 

Calixto Garcia 

Positive 

- From now on, Sabanazo will improve greatly with the 
inauguration of a pharmacy and an infirmary (5 opinions). 
At San Agustin, the doctor has good manners and works the 
hours that are necessary (6 opinions). 

CACOCUM MUNICIPALITY 

Unfavorable opinions represent 97.7%, 1.1% over the same period 
of 1986. The main polyclinic-related deficiencies mentioned 
are: 

Cacocum 

- The service and treatment given to the people is not good 
(99 opinions) 
* Bureaucracy has increased and the attention to patients 

has decreased. 
* Consultations are at 8:15am and they almost always start 

at 8:30 or 8:45. 
* Consultation offices get crowded with people who are 

alien to the place. 
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* The Director lacks proper social behavior. 
* When seeing the patients, the doctors do not read their 

medical histories. 
* The doctors keep on talking among themselves even if 

there are patients waiting. 
* Doctors prescribe the wrong medications. 
* Electrocardiogram results are not ready for 12 days. 
* Nurses do not provide good service. 
* No appointments are given for the dermatologist, the 

ophthalmologist, etc. 
* There is nothing with which to cure a wound. 

The polyclinic is too distant from the town (19 opinions). 

Antonio Maceo Polyclinic 

It is abandoned; when it rains it gets flooded (5 opinions). 
- There are only two doctors (57 opinions). 

Doctors do not provide their best attention (8 opinions). 
- One has to wait a long time for a Stomatology appointment (5 

opinions). 

Pharmacy 

- There is a shortage of medications and when they arrive 
there are very few (10 opinions). 

Red Cross [Ambulances] 

The one at the factory is always broken and when fixed it is 
used for something else (8 opinions). 

- The polyclinic has three ambulances but only one driver (6 
opinions). 

General Opinions 

At night, the Public Health Directorate cars are used to 
drink rum in and go partying (9 opinions). 
Public Health is in worse shape than in 1960, the majority 
have no ambulances, doctors are scarce, they do not fumigate 
(6 opinions). 

- The increase in infant mortality is due to the inexperience 
of the doctors in the municipality (12 opinions). 
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Suggestions 

- The people are asking that a doctor visit here at least 
twice a week, until the family doctor arrives (3 opinions). 

- The work of Public Health management must be improved in the 
municipality; a lot of favoritism is evident (3 opinions). 
Why are mass mobilizations towards the polyclinic not 
carried out? (13 opinions). 

URBANO NORIS MUNICIPALITY 

Of all opinions, 94.1% are unfavorable; an increase of 4.1% 
over the same period of last year. 

Hospital-related opinions indicate: 

Difficulties in services provided the population (33 
opinions) 
* New doctors do not consult patients properly and refer 

them to the polyclinic. 
* The ambulance lingers on until it has two or three cases 

to be transferred to Holguin. 
* For emergency services, at times one has to wait half a 

day. 
* Marcia Garcia (X-rays) is not qualified for this job. 

When will we have a decent hospital? (46 opinions). 
The expansion work has deteriorated (8 opinions). 

Suggestions 

The hospital must be improved so that the workers may have 
better working conditions (5 opinions). 

- Allowance should be given for two visits per week at night 
for [the benefit of] working families (18 opinions). 
The specialists who come from Holguin should do so once a 
week instead of once every two weeks (7 opinions). 

Polyclinic 

- Service and attention are not good (36 opinions) 
* Consultations are scheduled for 8:00am and do not start 

until one hour later. 
* The doctor in children's sector 3 arrives at 9:00am and 

she treats people badly. 
* Doctor Flora treats patients in a bad way. 
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* In Gynecology, at times there are as many as four or five 
nurses. 

* The population has increased and the sectors remain the 
same as they were in 1977. 

Suggestions 

- They should work nights (8 opinions). 

La Camilo Medical Post 

It goes for days without a doctor (32 opinions). 
- At night, in emergencies, there are no ambulances; the one 

assigned to it remains at the municipality because of the 
poor condition of the road (32 opinions). 
It only provides medical services from 9 to 3 pm (64 
opinions). 
Little attention is given to the medical post (20 opinions). 
The dental service is not being provided (32 opinions). 
It has been abandoned for a few months (20 opinions). 

Ambulances 

- They are always broken down due to lack of care (21 
opinions). 

Pharmacy 

The La Camilo one is closed during working hours for no 
reason at all and does not service the people (14 opinions). 

- At the pilot one, there are long lines all the time (3 
opinions) 
* There are difficulties in the preparation of medicines, 

especially on Saturdays and Sundays (34 opinions). 
- There is never any distilled water; therefore, no injections 

are being administered (10 opinions). 

Stomatology Clinic 

- The stomatologists argue in front of the patients (6 
opinions). 

- The farm workers do not have the opportunity to be consulted 
due to the system of the clinic (19 opinions). 

- The quality of service has declined (12 opinions). 

General Opinions 

- Medical attention during August was bad, the comrade we had 
left for San Andres (29 opinions). 

- Why was Marcos transferred to the hygiene center if he is a 
pediatrician and needed in the municipality? (20 opinions). 
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CUETO MUNICIPALITY 

Unfavorable opinions represent 96.7%, 4.2% above the same 
period in 1986. 

Regarding the hospital they indicate that: 

Attention and treatment are not good (48 opinions) 
* Cytologic [Pap smear] tests get lost. 
* Only 10 oculist appointments are given within a six-month 

period. 
* There are few doctors. 
* Doctors do not transfer the sick, even when seriously 

ill. 
* The emergency doctor at times cannot handle serious 

cases. 
- The cleaning is not good (9 opinions). 

Marcane Hospital 

Attention and treatment are not good (54 opinions) 
* Doctors do not want to work. 
* There is little [sense of] responsibility. 
* Stomatologists do not want to work. 
* Patients die and there are no doctors. 

The cleaning is not the best; there is a bad smell in the 
men's ward (one opinion). 

Suggestion 

There are no resources, it is a learning center; different 
specialists should come (11 opinions). 

Polyclinic 

- There are difficulties in the service and treatment given to 
the people (118 opinions) 
* Patients arrive at 5:00am and at 8:00am they are told 

there are no appointments. 
* There are five doctors and four go on vacation. 
* Patients are told to arrive at 8:00am and they do not 

start consulting until 9:30am. 
* Doctors are unable to diagnose some illnesses. 
* They give good attention only to their friends. 
* Doctor Alfonso drinks a lot of alcohol. 



- 26 -

- "TH D.I.U. is never available; people say that in Jagiieyes 
they sell it for 10 pesos (7 opinions). 
The water tank spills over almost daily (2 opinions). 

Suggestions 

- The elderly should be seen first (9 opinions). 
Doctors should improve their attention (5 opinions). 

- Measures should be taken; doctors who are drunks are 
admitted in the polyclinic (16 opinions). 

Marcane Polyclinic 

The general practitioner is often absent (35 opinions). 
Doctors only prescribe Papavar and Gravinol (5 opinions). 

Maternity Hospital 

There are problems with the doctor making the rounds; some 
days she goes at dinner time (7 opinions). 
On the week of a non-working Saturday, rounds are made on 
Friday and then not again until Monday (10 opinions). 
There is nothing with which to supplement the diet; it must 
be brought from home (9 opinions). 

Pharmacy 

It provides poor service, there are delays in waiting on the 
customers, employees spend their time talking, there is poor 
management (103 opinions). 
Another pharmacy is needed (2 opinions). 

Suggestion 

There should be a better assignment of salespersons to.wait 
on customers (15 opinions). 

Ambulances 

- The chief does with them what he pleases (9 opinions). 
- Ambulances are rotting away because there is no garage (100 

opinions). 

Biran 

- Why is it that, occasionally, the doctor and the ambulance 
are away from the polyclinic? (12 opinions). 
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Alto Cedro 

- The doctor refused to see a patient and he died (24 
opinions). 

General Opinions 

Doctor Mariano gives bad service; after consulting female 
patients he seduces them (35 opinions). 
There are doctors who do not want to get up when a seriously 
ill patient arrives (8 opinions). 
Public Health is working badly (4 opinions). 
Doctors of the municipality have little knowledge (10 
opinions). 
The sublime [sic] nurse treats the patients badly and tells 
them obscene words (15 opinions). 
Dr. Miguelito maltreats patients (29 opinions). 

MAYARI MUNICIPALITY 

Unfavorable opinions account for 75.8%; a 6.5% decrease from 
the same period of last year. 

Those related to the hospital refer to: 

- Lack of attention, little concern and maltreatment (257) 

* In July, no Orthopedics appointments were given. 
* Evidence of favoritism. 
* To have a gastro [gastrochemogram] done, one must go to 

Cueto. 
* There is no ophthalmologist though the position exists. 
* Deaths have occurred during childbirth for lack of 

attention (113 opinions). 
* Poor attention from the Emergency Team. 
* Gynecologists wait to the very last minute to decide on 

giving a patient a Caesarean section. 
* There is a two-month wait for surgery. 
* Mistreatment on the part of shift heads. 
* One sole gynecologist has to mind the consultation and 

the emergency rooms. 
* Doctors have little experience. 
* On occasions there is no doctor for emergencies. 
* Doctors are so busy talking that they barely pay 

attention to the patients. 
* Emergency Room doctors begin work late. 
* No receptionist is capable of providing information to 

the people. 
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- Ambulances generally fail to take patients to the Lenin 
[hospital] and are used for personal business (3 opinions). 
Relatives caring for patients overnight do not have one 
place to get a snack (5 opinions). 

- When a patient has to be taken home, the emergency car has 
disappeared (6 opinions). 

- The chiefs get to work after the workers (5 opinions). 
The hospital expansion is very ugly, there are broken 
faucets, lack of cleanliness, disorganization (17 opinions). 
In the Emergency Room there is only one restroom for both 
men and women (6 opinions). 

- There are beds in the hallways of the old hospital while 
there is one floor that is empty (4 opinions). 

Suggestions 

- Measures must be taken with the problem that exists in the 
hospital (9 opinions). 
Why not build a Burn Ward? (10 opinions). 
There are deficiencies in the hospital that must be 
eliminated (4 opinions). 
Patient-sitters should be given food at hospitals (4 
opinions). 

Guatemala Hospital 

In order to go for a consultation, one must get up at 3 or 4 
in the morning (8 opinions). 
The children's pajamas are in very bad shape (3 opinions). 
No food is given to patient-sitters even if they come from 
far-away (3 opinions). 

Positives 

Good service is given in Stomatology (14 opinions). 
- It works better than the hospital at Mayari (10 opinions). 

Nicaro Hospital 

The Emergency Team gives poor medical attention (17 
opinions). 
In one ward, there are several beds stored away because 
there is no gynecologist (5 opinions). 

- On occasions the sick do not have water during the night 
because it is turned off (8 opinions). 

- The X-ray technician (Lescay) treats people badly (6 
opinions). 
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Attention is not good for patients with no accompanying 
friends or relatives (5 opinions). 
Doctors are inexperienced (11 opinions). 
Relatives have had to buy medications for patients because 
there were none in the hospital (4 opinions). 
At times there is no milk for the patients (3 opinions). 

Guaro Polyclinic 

A doctor or nurse is needed (8 opinions). 

Community Polyclinic 

There are deficiencies in service and mistreatment (185 
opinions) 

* More patients go in without an appointment than there are 
patients in the waiting room. 

* There is only one doctor for six sectors. 
* House-call service is bad. 
* Materials for X-rays are never available. 
* Only a few Stomatology appointments are given out. 
* Dr. Lemo does not give much attention to patients in the 

polyclinic but he treats them well in his own consulting 
office. 

* At times there is no equipment to take the blood 
pressure. 

* The Orthopedics consultations do not meet the needs. 

There is disorganization stemming from management itself (3 
opinions). 

Levisa Polyclinic 

There is a lack of specialized doctors (25 opinions). 
At times it is 9:00am and no one knows if a specific doctor 
is coming at all (10 opinions). 
The Gynecology consultation does not fulfill the needs (4 
opinions). 
The Stomatology room does not give good night service (12 
opinions). 
In general, there are not many complaints of favoritism (11 
opinions). 

- The treatment given by doctors and nurses is bad (14 
opinions). 
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Pharmacy 

- At the ones in Nicaro and Levisa, customers have to stand in 
line for a long time (19 opinions). 

Positives 

It has improved since the sales system was changed (28 
opinions). 

Dental Clinic 

Very few appointments are given out daily (21 opinions). 
Evidence of favoritism in order to to enter (5 opinions). 
Appointments are given out in one month for the next (4 
opinions). 

Ambulance 

Four ambulances have turned over because chauffeurs are 
hired without screening who they are (3 opinions). 
In the Cosme Batey zone, patients cannot be transferred 
because there is no ambulance (3 opinions). 
The one in the Guaro maternity home is never there (7 
opinions). 

General Opinions 

There are doctors who take part in cock fights (3 opinions). 
Nicaro and Mayari doctors err in the diagnoses made on many 
patients (9 opinions). 
In Mayari, doctors are not rendering good service to the 
population (4 opinions). 
There are good technicians who have fulfilled 
internationalist missions but cars are given only to 
doctors, even if they are bad (4 opinions). 

Suggestions 

Doctors should not recommend that patients try to get 
medications from abroad (USA) (2 opinions). 

- A polyclinic should be built with at least 10 beds for 
in-patients (4 opinions). 

"FRANK PAIS" MUNICIPALITY 

Of all opinions, 58.6% are unfavorable, 25.8% less than the 
same period last year. 
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Regarding the hospital, it is stated that: 
- The service provided is not good (20 opinions) 

* During consultations, doctors are always accompanied by 
unknown persons. 

* Dr. Jorge Felix does not stay in his place when on 
emergency duty. 

There are no pre-employment forms available (4 opinions). 
Workers wear street clothes because uniforms are not 
available (3 opinions). 

Suggestions 

In cases of patients with headaches, the doctors must send 
them in immediately (15 opinions). 

Positive 

It is recognized that there are changes in the attention and 
the treatment given the patients (56 opinions). 

Cananova Hospital 

There is no one in charge of the reception desk (9 
opinions). 

Positive 

The attention by doctors and employees is good (11 
employees). 

Dental Clinic 

Does not have the conditions to service the population (8 
opinions). 

Optical 

When the comrade who works there has any problem, there is 
no one else to deliver the work done and it can take up to 
three-and-a-half months (12 opinions). 

SA6UA DE TANAMO MUNICIPALITY 

Of all opinions, 96.2% are unfavorable; 15.3% more than in the 
same period last year. 

Hospital-related opinions point out that: 

Neither the attention to, nor the treatment of, patients is 
good (422 opinions) 
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* In most deliveries by Doctor Rosa, the babies die. 
* Caesarean sections are performed too late. 
* Dr. Serrano has bad manners and is homosexual. 
* There are two orthopedists and they only work two days a 

week; appointments must be requested one day ahead. 
* While emergency doctors are waiting for their relief they 

do not want to see any more patients. 
* Some doctors prescribe and say the same things to 

everyone. 
* There is evidence of favoritism. 
* Dr. Abelardo mistreats the public, his work is bad, and 

he drinks alcoholic beverages. 
* Doctors authorize transfers when patients are dead. 
* At times the operating room cannot be used. 
* Dr. Tamayo releases in-patients while still not well. 

- There are practically no specialties in the hospital (50 
opinions). 
It does not have all the resources necessary (7 opinions). 
Hospital cars are broken and there is no interest in fixing 
them (26 opinions). 

- The director and the administrator mistreat the workers (45 
opinions). 

Suggestions 

Pay more attention to patients admitted for observation (45 
opinions). 
Allow relatives to bring food to the patients (4 opinions). 
Food should be provided to patient-sitters from distant 
areas (6 opinions). 
The lack of specialists has resulted in risks to the 
patients; the Party should intervene in this (10 opinions). 

Community Polyclinic 

Employees go for breakfast and stay out for two hours (2 
opinions). 

- There are two general practitioners and yet they have 
consultations only twice a week (6 opinions). 
Doctors leave the interns by themselves at consultations (20 
opinions). 

- The peasants must lose two days when they go to see the 
doctor (8 opinions). 
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Appointments are given out at 2:00pm and the following day 
the doctor does not work (10 opinions). 
Appointments are given out at 2:00pm and the people have 
been there since 4:00am (45 opinions). 
The jeep is used for all the activities of the municipality 
and not for what it has been assigned (4 opinions). 

Dental Clinic 

The workers do not meet the date set for pick-up and there 
are no dentists (23 opinions). 

Ambulances 

There are ambulance drivers who sell coffee and other 
contraband articles in the black market (21 opinions). 

Pharmacy 

- The milk of magnesia is sold by the pound; they buy it and 
resell it at a higher price (3 opinions). 
Nursing bottles are sold by the box at 20 or 25 cents each, 
and are immediately resold in the park for 2.00 [pesos] (30 
opinions). 
The pharmacy is full of people, and while there are four or 
five workers, only one is serving the customers (40 
opinions). 
The pharmacy administrator has the State car for his 
personal use (9 opinions). 

Suggestions 

A pharmacy should be built in the Square (7 opinions). 
[Teething] rings and pacifiers for babies should be sold 
under the maternity [ration] plan (9 opinions). 

General Opinions 

The nurses are told that there are no gowns and later they 
are sold to friends or at the fair (15 opinions). 

- Health personnel did not participate much in the carnivals 
because the hygiene was bad (9 opinions). 
Cuba may be a medical power because of the number of 
doctors, but in quality it is below past years (9 opinions). 

- The Public Health Director was awarded a trip to the 
socialist bloc, but he did not earn it, his sector is in 
very bad shape (12 opinions). 
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Suggestions 

- The Party must "shake the tree" [weed out the incompetents] 
at Public Health (8 opinions). 

MOA MUNICIPALITY 

Of all the opinions, 77% are unfavorable, 13.6% above the same 
period the previous year. 

The hospital-related ones indicate: 

When the food is not burnt, it is too salty (3 opinions). 
- At times the Emergency Team is found only after 40 minutes 

(19 opinions). 
There are some doctors who do not treat patients adequately, 
prescribing medications without even knowing what the 
illnesses are (5[?j opinions). 
Iran Leyva, the director, carries large numbers of chickens 
in a small car that does not even have a license plate, and 
takes them to the Square (2 opinions). 
Pereira, the pediatrician, mistreats the mothers and 
patients, and is a hard drinker of alcohol (6 opinions). 

- There are few appointments for the orthopedist (12 
opinions). 
There is much bad talk about Tony, the gynecologist; he is 
always drunk and mistreats his patients (20 opinions). 
In Gynecology, they wait too long to perform a Caesarean 
section (16 opinions). 

Las Coloradas Polyclinic 

Many analyses get lost due to lack of organization and 
control (15 opinions). 
At night, no on-duty doctor can be found during the 
established schedule (10 opinions). 

Nurses School 

It is suggested to give it more attention because it is 
totally demolished (12 opinions). 

General Opinions - Suggestion 

If there are so many doctors in Cuba, why don't they send us 
a urologist that is so badly needed? (34 opinions). 
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Annex XXXI 

"STATUS Y ROL DEL MEDICO EN CUBA", "BY DR. OMAR DEL PROZO MARRERO, 
MEMBER OF THE MEDICAL COMMISSION OF THE CUBAN COMMITTEE FOR HUMAN 

RIGHTS, HAVANA, AUGUST 1988 • 

Introduction 

As everyone knows, medical practitioners have a position (status) to 

maintain and a function (role) to perform in the work they do. 

In the case of the medical profession in Cuba, however, the significant 

feature is that, with few exceptions, there is an enormous difference between 

doctors' status and role. 

There are many reasons for this situation, since doctors, like all other 

persons in Cuba, are subject to all the restrictions and shortages that 

prevent them from having a status or position in keeping with their 

profession, including: problems with housing, clothing, food and transport 

(it is a well-known fact that, because of economic restrictions, cars are 

virtually impossible to obtain in Cuba because they are very expensive here 

and, by comparison, Cuban salaries are very low). 

As far as housing is concerned, a doctor might have to live in a small, 

run-down dwelling (where no repairs are likely to be done) or he might have to 

live with other persons or relatives, such as brothers and sisters, aunts and 

uncles, parents-in-law, etc. This is all the result of the serious problem of 

the housing shortage in Cuba. 

With regard to clothing, everyone knows that, in Cuba, fashionable, 

good-quality clothing cannot be bought because it is to be found only in the 

"Diploshops". Doctors thus have a choice between paying high prices for the 

clothing they want or not dressing fashionably. 

Doctors even have trouble buying their white coats, since the shops that 

carry them provide only a limited number per year. 

The food situation in Cuba is well known to all, since a great deal of 

information has already been made available on shortages and poor-quality 

food, which naturally affect doctors as well because even the food served in 

health centre cafeterias is of poor quality. 

The transport situation in Cuba is totally inadequate, particularly since 

most doctors live far away from the places where they work. 
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This situation forces doctors to spend hours waiting for buses and, when 

they finally manage to get on one, there are always large numbers of workers 

who are also trying desperately to get on because they are worried about being 

late for work. Like everyone else in Cuba, doctors are packed into a very 

small space inside the vehicle, standing up in a crowd of people, most of whom 

are upset and irritated by the heat and the lack of comfort, since the bus 

probably has faulty shock absorbers and hard seats. When the doctor gets to 

work, having been irritated by the situation, with his clothing dirty and his 

shoes scuffed, his work, which is precisely to care for people with health 

problems, naturally suffers. 

One might think that this would be enough to impair the doctor's mental 

and physical condition and hamper him in his work, but it is not really the 

most important problem: there are many other problems that are the result of 

the way the work place is organized and of Marxist ideological and political 

precepts. For example, work assignments are decided by the management of the 

health centre where the doctor works and, naturally, they take account not of 

the doctor's interests and needs, but of the management's plans and goals. In 

addition, the Communist Party has a "cell" in the health centre and it issues 

political guidelines that apply to the doctor, whether or not he is a Party 

activist. These work guidelines take only the political interests of the 

system into account and therefore place the doctor under stress. 

The health centre's trade union is another State body that plans 

political meetings - always in favour of the system - and requires workers to 

achieve "goals" in terms of working hours and output that correspond not to 

the workers' and doctors' possibilities, but to plans formulated by the State. 

Doctors also get caught up in the tentacles of the Territorial Troop 

Militias through mobilizations, guard duties and threats of enemy invasions at 

every turn (all for the purpose of keeping Cubans busy and obsessed with such 

activities so that they will forget their real domestic problems). 

The distribution and planning of consultations take account only of the 

political goal of projecting the image that the system guarantees the 

population the best possible care. They take account not of quality, but only 

of quantity, and do not consider the doctor's possibilities or limitations, 

since he has no say in such planning, but is simply one of the workers who 

have to comply with it, like nurses, technicians, etc. Planning is completely 

dominated by the management of the centre and the above-mentioned State 

organizations. 
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Thus, local consultations are not planned in terms of the very large 

number of patients (to give the impression that socialism provides medical 

attention without limitations of any kind). The natural consequence is that 

the doctor can spend only a very short time on each case, rather than the 

amount of time it requires. This is most obvious in psychiatric 

consultations, where, given their inherent features, the increase in the 

number of patients has had the result that little time can be spent on each 

case and the psychiatrist can do no more than to prescribe drugs; treatment 

is thus incomplete and the important question of the patient's mental problems 

is neglected. 

At first sight, it might seem that, because so many patients require 

treatment, quality could be sacrificed somewhat so that they could all be 

cared for, even though the required standard of medical treatment might not be 

met. However, a careful analysis shows that these consultation schedules are 

so full because medicine has become a way for Cubans to escape their 

psychological, physical and social problems and because the bureaucratic 

anarch that reigns in the Ministry of Public Health means that a patient has 

to show up for several consultations at different times and on different 

days. If medical care was such that doctors were not subject to so many 

restrictions and shortages and could treat cases freely without so many 

requirements in the way of references and documents and without fear of their 

superiors, most problems could be solved in a more organized way and patients 

would not have to wait so long or go to several different health care centres 

for the same illness, which is often a minor one that could be easily cured. 

It is obvious, as everyone in Cuba knows, that all measures, plans, 

meetings, assemblies, mobilizations, "voluntary work" and work schedules 

(including Saturdays and Sundays) are of an official nature and are ordered by 

the Government and implemented by its agencies at various levels in different 

sectors, provinces and municipalities. Some are openly compulsory, while 

others appear to be optional, but if they are not complied with, they are used 

as an indication that they worker - the doctor, in this case - is deviating 

from Marxist-Leninist doctrine. Depending on how far he strays off course and 

for how long, the system may deprive him of his rights and even subject him to 
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punishment, including "self-criticism" sessions, the loss of the right to 

work, assignment to remote posts or posts with bad conditions, expulsion from 

organizations, administrative penalties, branding as an "ideological 

deviationist" or "counter-revolutionary" and deprivation of liberty, all in 

accordance with the many grounds for offences provided for in the Cuban Penal 

and Labour Codes. 

We have tried in this paper to describe a few of the many shortcomings of 

the Cuban health system and their characteristics, although we realize that it 

is not possible to deal with them all, since they are numerous and have many 

causes and effects. 

Dr. Omar del Pozo Marrero 
Activitist member of the Cuban Human Rights Committee 



Annex XXXII 

"DERECHOS HUMANOS Y EDUCACION EN CUBA", BY SEBASTIAN ARCOS CAZABON 
OF THE CUBAN COMMITTEE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS, HAVANA, AUGUST 1988 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights, United Nations, 1948 

Article 26: 

1. Everyone has the right to education. Education shall be free, at least 

in the elementary and fundamental stages. Elementary education shall be 

compulsory. Technical and professional education shall be made generally 

available and higher education shall be equally accessible to all on the basis 

of merit. 

2. Education shall be directed to the full development of the human 

personality and to the strengthening of respect for human rights and 

fundamental freedoms. It shall promote understanding, tolerance and 

friendship among all nations, racial or religious groups, and shall further 

the activities of the United Nations for the maintenance of peace. 

3. Parents have a prior right to choose the kind of education that shall be 

given to their children. 

If you ask any defender of the "Cuban Revolution" to identify those 

rights which are respected in Cuba, he is sure to begin by saying: "Education 

is free and open to all in Cuba." Just how true is this assertion? 

Certainly, no Cuban living on the island has to spend anything on his own 

education or on that of his children; accordingly, university entrance 

depends solely on the student's qualifications, and as a result, anyone, 

regardless of his economic or social position, is able to obtain a degree. 

Superficially, that is so; however, is something free merely because we are 

not charged hard cash for it? Is it really true that any Cuban may attend 

university? 

First of all, let us examine the notion of "free". From the time a young 

person reaches seventh grade and until he completes twelfth grade he is 

required to spend 30 days each year working on the land. Until recently the 

period was 45 days for pre-university students. If the student is the 

recipient of a grant at a Rural Basic Secondary School (ESBEC), then he faces 

a double working day, during the morning in the fields, and during the evening 
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in class, or vice-versa. In neither case is he paid in cash as might be 

expected, and any student who does not carry out his work in the fields is 

simply barred from going to university. 

If they wish to get into the Carlos J. Finlay Medical Science Unit, which 

nowadays represents the sole means of studying medicine in Cuba, applicants 

must apply for entry while they are in the eleventh grade, and not in the 

twelfth grade, as is the case for all other students. This allows time for 

their political and moral background to be "checked" by means of personal 

interviews and "secret" visits to the Committee for the Defence of the 

Revolution in their block. (The person under investigation is never informed 

of the time of such visits or whether they have been carried out.) 

As if this were not enough, at the beginning of his first year the 

would-be doctor is required to take an "oath of unconditional support for the 

Revolution" and for its principles. The word "unconditional" puts things in a 

nutshell: you qualify as a doctor, but you have to do whatever the 

"Revolution" decides. 

While other disciplines do not go so far as to require an oath, everybody 

is aware of the commitment he takes on, and if anyone refuses to do his 

"social service", a period of some three years' work carried out by the 

graduate wherever he is sent (almost invariably to a distant province), his 

degree is withdrawn, and he is thus prevented from exercising his profession. 

It may seem only fair to reimburse the State in this way for its 

investment in the professional's training, but it is not; not when the 

student is offered an education "free" as a "generous concession by the 

Revolution", and above all when he has no choice between a free and a 

fee-paying education. He is only offered the "free" education - accept it and 

take the consequences. 

Furthermore, it is common knowledge that, in order to be able to leave 

the country, thousands of Cubans have had to pay in hard cash for the training 

they have completed (naturally, those who pay are their relations abroad, and 

in United States dollars), because the State refuses to allow those who have 

received "free" professional training to leave the country. 

Let us now examine whether university entry is open to all Cubans. The 

present writer was dishonourably expelled from the University of Havana for 

having attempted to illegally leave the country with all of his family. His 

sister, a second-year student at the Higher Institute for the Teaching of 

Foreign Languages (ISPLE) suffered the same fate. 
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Following the events of 1980, a campaign was unleashed under the slogan 

"The University for Revolutionaries". Anybody could be expelled if he did not 

maintain "an attitude in keeping with the principles of the Revolution". 

Failure to attend the activities of the Federation of University Students 

(FEU), which are almost exclusively political, failure to stand guard at the 

Faculty, lack of a "combative attitude towards inefficiency", expressing 

opinions which are "not in keeping with those expected of a young 

revolutionary", practising any form of religion, and even a preference for 

Western music, fashion or other products, are examples of such unacceptable 

attitudes. Any of these pretexts may still be used, although not with the 

vehemence which was customary at that time. 

Currently, in order to enter university, students are required to pass an 

entry examination to show they possess the basic knowledge required. In order 

to take this examination students need a letter from the Committee for the 

Defence of the Revolution vouching for their "political and moral background". 

I am familiar with the case of one person who was unable to take the 

examinations because the letter from by his Committee for the Defence of the 

Revolution stated that he "had friendly relations with elements who wished to 

leave the country". 

So far we have considered matters covered by paragraph 1 of article 26 of 

the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Let us now look at paragraph 2. 

From early childhood Cubans are taught to hate everything connected with 

the United States. Universal history is falsified and reduced to a question 

of "good guys and bad guys", in which, naturally, the "good guys" are always 

the communist countries and the "bad guys" are always the capitalist 

countries. They are taught that religion is "the opium of the people" and 

that those who believe in God are simply ignorant. 

Politicization is pushed to an extreme; schoolchildren are taught 

Marxism from the eleventh grade. Political courses are part of all studies, 

and students are assessed in them as in any other subject: dialectical and 

historical materialism, political economy, scientific communism and the 

history of the workers' movement. 

Military training is also given to students in all years, and at the end 

of their studies there is the so-called "intensive military course", which 

lasts between 15 and 4 5 days. 
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In contrast, no mention is made of human rights, unless it is to assert 

that they are violated by the capitalist countries and observed by the 

communist countries; the Universal Declaration of Human Rights is neither 

taught nor mentioned at any level of education in Cuba. 

With regard to the third and last paragraph of article 26, it has to be 

stated that in Cuba the only type of education offered is that provided by the 

State. Once again, Cubans have no choice. 

END 

Havana, summer 1988. 

(Signed) 
Sebastian Arcos Cazabon 


