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1.  Proposed changes to Chapter III. PROVISIONS CONCERNING QUALITY, Section E 
of the Standard, to read as follows: 
 
“E. Comparative tests   
 
It is recommended that trials be established by the DA to ascertain the condition of the seed 
potatoes certified according to Annex IV of thise sStandard. The guidelines for organizing such 
tests given in Annex VI of thise standard could be followed.”  
 
2.  Proposed changes to Annex VI, to read as follows 
 

Annex VI  
 

GUIDELINE FOR ORGANIZING THE INSPECTION TESTING OF CROPS GROWN 
FROM SAMPLE LOTS OF SEED POTATOES 

(certified according to the standard)  
 

I. PURPOSE OF THE INSPECTION TEST  
The examination of seed potatoes in crop tests enables the quality (vigour, purity, healthiness, 
productivity see Annex IV) of home-grown and imported seed lots put on the market to be 
checked at random.  
 
II.  ORGANIZATION  
 

1. Place of sampling  
Depending on the mode of transport (road, rail or waterway), the sample should 
preferably be taken when the lot arrives at its destination.  
 

2. Organs Responsibility for the sampling  
The sampling shall be done by under the authority of the DA.  
 

 
3. Sampling  

 
(a) The lot as defined in Annex VIII is the unit represented by at least one a sample. If the 
lot is a large one, the number of samples shall be increased to:  
- One sample per wagon or vehicle, in the case of transport by rail or road;  
 One sample for every 50 tonnes, in the case of transport by ship.  
 
(b) A sample consists of 110 tubers, taken at random from the lot different places in the 
container or from at least 10 sacks.  
 
(c) The sample shall be placed in a sealed sack; its label shall bear the number of the 
wagon or the name of the ship, in addition to the information mentioned in Annex V I.  
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4. Preservation Storage of samples  
 

Samples shall be preserved stored in a uniform manner in favourable conditions.  
 

5. Trial fields  
 

(a) The land must be suitable for potato growing.  
 

(b) (a) Planting should be done in plots of 100 plants. The plots should be grouped by 
variety in order to facilitate comparison.  

 
(b) Fertilization must be moderate, especially N to facilitate virus expression. 

 
(c) Manuring must be adapted to the needs of the crop, but moderate; the use of nitrogen 
during growth should be prohibited.   

 
(d) The usual cultural care must be conducive to keeping the field clean and the foliage 
intact.  

 
6. List of plots  
 

A nomenclature of all the samples planted in the same field with the number of the plot 
concerned shall be sent to the organs responsible for evaluating them.  

 
7. Evaluation of the crop inspection  Visual examination. 
 

In order to be accurate, the evaluation visual examination shall in principle general be 
carried out in two stages, with an interval of 10-15 days between them. Visual 
examination may be supported by laboratory testing. Primary virus infections should 
shall not be taken into consideration.”  
 
 
 

 
 


