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THlTI DATE OF :EJLECTION TO FILL A VACANCY IN
M IllJll1ErlNA!lll:QNAL aOl:JR~1 OF ~TtJSWICE

The President of the In'berne.tir.:mal, a()Ul.~t of Justi.ce, 'by El, communication

dated 28 JunE! 1956, informed 'bheSecre·b~y-Gene:ra.lof the death on that

date of Judge Hst! Mo. It wtJ.l ba'teca.ll:3d tho,·lj Judge Hau Mo was elected

on 22 October 1948 foJ:' a term '1;0 e::-r.1ILre on 5 F!ilLruary 1958. Tlll.lS a vacancy

in the Co'Urt has occurred and must be fiJ.:!.ed in accordance ~'Ti'th the terms

of the Statute of the Internat'ional Court of J'ustice'l

Article 14· of the statute provides:

"VacancieS shall be filleo 'by the same method as that laid
down for 'che firpt eJ.eet~on, sl.-1b,jec·;' to the following provis:l.on:
the Secreta:t'Y-Gene,t'8.1 13hD:l.;L, w:i:Lhix;t one mouth of .the occur'rence
of the v€',cancy, proceed. tu is&J1..~e 'cbe inv:l.'~a:G:i.ons pl"ov:i.ded for in
Article 5, f:l,nd the date of the election shall. be fixed by the
Security CounciL 11

Paragraph 1 of Article 5 of 'the statute pl"ovides:

"At least three months 'before t,he date of the election, the
Secretary~Generalof the United NB:tj.ons shall address a written
reques'b to the members of the Perm(.1.l1er..l:G Court of A:cbitration
belougj.ng to the states Which are pal'tj.es to the present Statute,
and to 'bhe members of' 'the national groups a:ppointed uncle1' Article !~,

.paragraph 2, i.l1vi'bing them to undertal';:e, within a given time, by
national groups, the nomination of pel~sons in a posit:i.ooto accept
the duties of a rneniber of the Court. 11

Communications inviting nominations for the vacancy caused by the d.eath

of JUdge HsuMo were sent out on 13 JUly 1956. Since, under Article 14. of

the" Statute, the Security Council has to fix the date of the election, it is

Buggested that the Council might consider this question at an early meeting.

In accorclance vrj:th the practice followed by the SecUr!ty Council in 195J. and

1954., the CounoU may wtsh to decide that the election to fill the vacancy

shall ·take place during the eleventh sessifrr'C)!,"<»t;1ie\'ffG'enerar'~'Asse~bir"""'''t'I''''",~~:~::::"""""~
~ f,'''', ,',' '!'. ': :, >. i \\':L~ "It k~·.~" fu. .•• ; .".'. i ..!' t·.··,,, I , •." i..l..." ,,,,",,", ,
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