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ECONOMIC CONSEIL o ey 1949

y ORIGINAL: ENGLISH
AND ECONOMIQUE
SOCIAL COUNCIL ET SOCIAL

CCMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGETS
Fifth cussion.
THE FREVENTION OF DISCRIMINATION AND THE PROTECTION OF MINORITIES

Note by the Secretal‘”"GOneral The Secretary-Geueral has received
the ;ollowinb memorandum from tle United Nations Edvcat’ mal,
Sclentific and Cultwral Organization on their partlcﬂnatlon in tle

implementation of Resolution 116/8 (VI).of tho Tconomic and
Soclal Council:

The spirit of the Economic and Sociol Council's resolution 116/B (VI)
has boen recognized by UNESCO since ‘ho beginning of its activities, and is
inherent in the UNESCO prograwyme, The very constitution of UNESCO eets
emong the aims of the Organization, "collaboration among the nations through
cducation,. science ond owlturp in order to further univershl respgét for
Justice, for the rule of law gnd for the human rights and fundemental
frocdons which ave affirmed Tor the peoples of ‘the world, without -distinction
of race, sox, language or reéligion..,." (Article I, paragraph 1)

In UNESCO's current progyamme in the field of education, a nurmbor of
rosoluticns are included, the intent of vwhich ig "to combat any splrit of
intole“ance or hoqtllity as between nations and groups.” These resolutions
aro, for exsmple;

1. Resolution 2,41. It is recommended to Member States that they

“TOVidﬁ Fundamental Education for all their poople, in conformity.

with Article I, para@raph 2 (b) of the Constitution of UNESCO:

'"the Orcanization Will give fresh impulse to popular aducation
and to the spread of owlture...,by instituting collaborgtion
among the nations to advance the ideal of equality of educational
opportunity without regard to race, sex or eny distinctions,
~economlc or socials"

2. Resolution 2,42. UlmSCO will holp Member States which desire aid

in campaigns for Fundamental Education, glving priori’cy to less

daveloped rogions and t0 underprivilaged groups within industrialized
countries.
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3. Resolution 2.522. The Director-General is instructed to

Dromot. an Internaticnel study of the successful mcethods employed

in different countries to overcome barriers to caducation for all
looking toword an intermational Chorter for Youwth., This Charter

Should speclfy that distinctions of colour, race, sex or roligion
should not operate against any group of young peopie.

The UNESCO progromme in the Social Sciences, particularly in connection

with the project on Tenslons Affecting Internatioral Uhderstand.ing , is also
directed toward the same goal, The resolutions of the 'Tonsions! project
include the following:

k.31, The Director-General is instructed to promote enquiries into:

4,311, the uistinctive character of the various national cultures ,
ideals, and legal systems;

4,312, the ideas vhich ths people of one nation hold concerning
thelr own and other nations;

4,313, modern metheds developed in educetion, political science,
philosophy and paychology for changing mental attitudes,
and into - the social and political circumsbances that favour
the employment of particular teochniques; -

b, 31k, the influences vhich make for intermational understanding

' or for aggressive nationalism;

k,315, vopulation problems affecting internctional understanding,
including the cultural assimilation of impigrants;

4.316. the influence of modern technology upon the attitudos and

mitual relationships of peoples.,
All those represent activities pertinent to resolubion 116/13 of the

Economic and Social Council and indicate UNESQO's continuing concern with the |
‘Problen,

A,

Resolution 116/B (B) (i) of the Tconomic and Social Council reguests
UNESCO to make available to the Sub«Commission on the Prevention of
Discrimination and the Protection of Minoritie:s ‘any relevant material or
analyseé thet might result from that Organizntion®s proposed study of
scclal tensions or from any other UNESCO wrogramme
TAESCO action in this respect includes:
1, In comnection with the 'Tensions! projects
(a) A survey of national conceptiong and storeotypes, made
accoraing',to_ tho methods of public opinion 'qnal\ysis.- ‘This
survey has-: beon cgmplﬁefed, and tho ‘data are now 'Being analyeed
and prepared -for gublication..
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(b) The preparation of a voiume cn Fopulation Probloms and
Ter.eions, in collaboration with the Ccrneogic Endowment Jov
Internationcl Peace, Thic volume will inclvde onc chaptor

on the rclation betweon the ethinic girusture of national
grours and the status of mirorities cn the one hand, and
internationzl rclaticns on tho other., Publication is not
cxpected beforc 1950,

{¢c) The preperation of a volume on fggeessivo Nationalism vnder
the cditorshlyp of Profescor Hadley Crutril, containing
contributions Ty secial scientists from five different countrics.
Soverel of the contribubtors ke referconc. to the problem of
minoritlcs, This volurs should soon bo ready for publicaticn,
(a) Thre preporction by French historians of o semple history of
Freneo which will show the interdepordonce of French culture and
civilization with the culturc and civilization of the rest ol tio
world, Completion of the text ig not oxzpocted before 1950,

(e) The proparction of o survoy of rescarch pertinent to
intornational tencions by Dr. 0tio Klineﬁcrg. This is cxnocted
to Te completed within the next two months.

n connectlon with projects of the Education Departucent:

(a) The improvement of textbooks,
Principles of criteria regordirg improvemont of textbooks and
teaching matorials heve beoeon dravm up, together with a Model
Plan to assist Member States to analyze their own toxtbooks.
A Hzndbook is clso being prepared Tor publication, It will
include Informetion on netional and international cfforts to
improve textboolks as aids to internationcl understanding, A
Sominor on the Improvement of Textbooks, particularly of History
Textbooks, will be organized by UMESCO in 1950, In &ll UNESCO's
work on the improvement of toxthocks and teaching mateorialg, due
consideration ig being givon to the prevention of discrimination
and a falr and just treatment of minority groups.

(b) The publication of handbooks of suggestions for teachors -
UNESCO 1s concorncd that overy teacher of every subject should
moke some contribution towards the development in hig own puplls
of en appreciation of the ties which unite pooples of tle world,
end should prepare them to accopt the obligations which an
intere-dependent world imposes, During 1949, UNISCO will issuc

~

suggostions on toaching about the United Nations and its Speciclized
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Apencles, which together form the greatest sontomporozry offort,
on the intcr=governmentcl level, to movo townrds & world soclety.

v will also publish sugmesticons on tgoching googrophy end world
history so as most offectively to ¢ovelop intornetional
understonding.

(¢} International Feucotional Sominaral/-

These Sumdnors, which are focvesed on sclentific aspects of
clucction for internctioral unfsroterding, have yielded and will
yield in the future o wealth of voluctle material inclvéing
practical recormendations, comprohensive studics and suwple
teaching motericls, Morcover, the Scminors congtituto in thowselves
peyckelogical oxporiments raloted
(testo, cevaluation of changes in

& conveniocnt toeting ground for
to the study of socicl tensions
attitvdes, cte.)
The Dirvector-Geonercl of UIE3CC will vlcce beforc the Sub-Cormd ssion on
the Prevention of Tiecriminotion and the Frotoction of Minoritics, befo
1 Junc, all completed documentory metericl ns requosted.

B. With roopect to Pesolution 116/5 (B) (ii) UWSCO will continue to

collaborate with the United Notions ond will welcome any spocific
sugzcectiong Tor furtier collaborotion,
In this conncction it may be nointed out tlot UNMESCO is orgarizing

o+ T ~.
hts in Po

on Exhibition on Humen Ris

.
T

M
]

r

zine
in Septerber 1949, The exhibition

ig to be descriptive and higtorical in chieracter, cmphacizing that the
Declarction of Humen Rights cpplics to 2ll humen be'nes without digcrimiration.

C. Resolution 1156/B (B) (1ii) invites TIESCO *o. concider the Geolrobility of

of Indticting and rocormending tie poncrel adoption of a procrurme of

diggeminoting scicntific facte designed to remove what 1s commoq&l nown

5

oo racial prejudice.

' To comply with this roquect, the Dircctor-Genercl subtmits the following
plan oo cctions
1. A numbor of statoments hove already been mode yepording race by
rcecognized sclentific orgenizotions in verious parts of “he worid.
Isoucd during the wor in conncction with Nozi racial theorles, they
5t11l heve real pertincnce snd inmortance today. Available statcments
include these by the Royol snthropological Socicty of Groot Britoin and
Ircland, tic Amcrican Anthropological fesociation, the Socicty for the
Psychological Study of Socizl Tasues (USA), the Brazilian Socioty of
fmthropologists, The collection ond publication, with ¢ suitcble
1/ Sominors cnt Tducotion for Internctional ynderstonding (%OhY)

The Lducation cnd Trolning of Teoclierg { Qh&)
Childhcod .ducaticn from 3 to 13 (1943)

T

Teaching about the UIl end its Specinlized Lgencics (19%8)
The Improvement of the textbooks, ¢s 2ldo to

Intornational Understending (1950) .
Tho Tcaching of Goography in 2tg rclation to
ternational Undcrstanding (1950) Jintromction,
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rivcdretion, of these statormerts would retreeent o signiilcont
ctep in cecquainting pcople overywhere with the scientitlic rogition

on this importont questicn. This could be done immediatelr,

2. Individval scicntists in various parts of the world hove gathercd
togotheor matorinls of tho groatost imporieonce which heve not as et
rocelved adegquate disseminotion. Jmong others might be remtloned the

rublicetions by the Swedish cconomist Gunnor Myrdnl, the Amcrican

antlropclegists Boas ond Bonedict, the Britigh rnthrorolosists Iuxloy
0 Boddon, the Cobon socioluzivt Turamlo Urtzz, Tt Beozilitn

anthropelogist Arxthur Ramos, the Polish cociologists Frofcssors
Mysickowslid cnd Cosowski. Fose woterials, cxcellent thoush they are,
ucuclly eppecl only to a limitod roedins public. It is proposcd to
rrepore from these and simudlur volumes, ppuleor surmories which lend
themse ' wwes to wide diffusion. Tho list of individuzal topics would

amor

2

- otlhiers, the following:

r’x

3

s B
n) Race from the stondpoint of bilolery and onthronolosy

-?-.An, .
L0 LRT0C

This would loy stress on the casential biologicel uvnity of
monkindg, on the artificiality of reciel subdivisions, ond on the

1

rythological choracter of "yocicl purity” In all existing
ropuletions,

(b) EBerce from the ctondroint of vsycholozy

This would eghow the wnimportince o race in the deterrmination
of inborn ps;chelogical chavacteristics, the changes in behavionr
which can be produced by chongos in enviromrent, tlic occurrence
of yporeong of guperior and inforior ability in oll roces.

{¢) The cultu-cl centributions of thc racen of morkind

Historicosl ond ctimoliogiccl dotn would be included to show
tl.at no onc race hag & monopoly on civilization and thet whot
ve are todoy is the reosult of contribuiilons from nony difforont
sourcon, Stroos would 2lso bo laid on the importance of
reteining the valuce of many dirforent culturcas rather thon
clriving for wnifornity.

(d) Tho lrretional anture of race vrejudice

Tids would include matericl on the couses and origins of
rroJudice, on 1to contradictory churveter, on Ilo leck of
obJective Justiflentpion. Tpochtl TErost would e andd on e
demonstrotion thot projudice 1o not inborm, but is acquired througl
our social cuvironment.
/(e) The cost
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(e) The cost of race projudice

Stress would bo laild on the way in which prejudice hes
disrupbed commmitios, led to ccononic waste, maladjustment,
conflicts and wars, prevented both intrancticnal and intornational
co~opcration,

(f) Succecseful cxperiments in race rolations

Historical and contemporary coxamples of the way in which
various racial groups can live, and have lived togothor
successfully within the some commmnity,

(g) Mothods of combating race prejudicos

A reoview of the techniques in social psychology, sociology,
educatlon, ctc,, which have been found uscful in this respect,
with suggestionsg as to how they might be more widely applied.
This list is not to be regerded as complctc, but it 1o belicved
to be reproocntative of whoat can be done,
3. UICSCO will call together, in July 1949, a group of cxperts
from diffcrent natlons ond from diffcrent scientific disciplines.
They will be agked to igsuc o statoment regording rocial problems
and racial vprejudice which will be given the widest possidle publiclty.
4, A1l those matericls will be given the widest possible diffuesion
to the rublic through the preporation of pomphlots, nowspapers and
mogazine orticles, tronscription for radio, and possibly clso films
in closc colloboration with suitable organs of the UN and spociclized
agenclos,
5. UI'SCO's plaons = this respect can, therefore, be outlined in the
followling threc steopos

(2) Collcction of relovant scientific moterials

() Discomination of relevant scientific facts

(¢) Application of these materlale to the ficld of cducation
Resolution 116/B (B) (iv) "invites UIISCO to considor the crceation of
a cormittoc of world lcodors In cducationsl theory and practice, which
should moke it 1ts business to study ond scloct the most common
Irincinles of o cdemocrotic and universcl cducation in order to combat

any epirit of intolerance or hostility os botween notlons ond groups”.
MESCO 1o fovourcble to the crection of such a committeoo, llowover,

duc to the very importonce of this projoct ond the difficulties invelved,
UNESCO proposcs to undortcke a prolimincry cxploration in 1949 with o view to
plonning the crontion of such o committeo for 1950.



