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President: Mr. Eliasson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (Sweden)

In the absence of the President, Ms. Bahemuka
(Kenya), took the Chair.

The meeting was called to order at 8.25 p.m.

Agenda item 123

Programme budget for the biennium 2004-2005

Report of the Fifth Committee (A/60/593/Add.1)

The Acting President: The Assembly has before
it a draft decision entitled “Provision of conference
services”, recommended by the Fifth Committee, to be
contained in a report that will be issued at a later date.
For the time being, the text of the draft decision is
contained in document A/C.5/60/L.10.

The text, as orally revised at the 32nd meeting of
the Fifth Committee, reads as follows.

“The General Assembly decides to provide
full conference services to the informal
consultations of the Fifth Committee beyond
6 p.m. and on weekends until the end of the main
part of its sixtieth session and to report on any
expenditure in the context of the second
performance report on the programme budget for
the biennium 2004-2005.”

The positions of delegations regarding the
recommendation of the Fifth Committee have been
made clear in the Committee and are reflected in the
relevant official records.

May I remind members once again that, under
paragraph 7 of decision 34/401, the General Assembly
agreed that:

“When the same draft resolution is
considered in a Main Committee and in plenary
meeting, a delegation should, as far as possible,
explain its vote only once, i.e., either in the
Committee or in plenary meeting, unless that
delegation’s vote in plenary meeting is different
from its vote in the Committee.”

May I also remind delegations that, also in
accordance with General Assembly decision 34/401,
explanations of vote are limited to 10 minutes and
should be made by delegations from their seats.

Before we begin to take action on the draft
decision, which for the time being is contained in
document A/C.5/60/L.10, as orally revised, I should
like to advise representatives that we are going to
proceed to take a decision in the same manner as was
done in the Fifth Committee, unless notified otherwise
in advance. That means that, where a recorded vote
was taken in the Committee, we will do the same.

We shall now take a decision on the draft
decision contained, for the time being, in document
A/C.5/60/L.10, as orally revised.

A recorded vote has been requested

A recorded vote was taken.
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In favour:
Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda,
Argentina, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Benin, Bolivia,
Botswana, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Burkina
Faso, Cambodia, Cameroon, Cape Verde, Central
African Republic, Chile, China, Colombia,
Comoros, Congo, Costa Rica, Côte d’Ivoire,
Cuba, Djibouti, Dominican Republic, Ecuador,
Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, France, Gabon,
Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana,
India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq,
Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lebanon,
Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Mali, Mauritania,
Mauritius, Mexico, Monaco, Morocco, Namibia,
Nepal, Niger, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Panama,
Peru, Philippines, Qatar, Russian Federation,
Singapore, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Sudan,
Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, Tunisia,
Uganda, United Arab Emirates, Uruguay,
Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of), Viet Nam,
Yemen, Zambia, Zimbabwe.

Against:
Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada,
Croatia, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Germany,
Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Japan,
Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg,
Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Portugal,
Republic of Korea, Romania, Serbia and
Montenegro, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden,

Switzerland, United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland, United States of America.

The draft decision was adopted by 81 votes to 33.

The Acting President: I call on the
representative of India to speak in explanation of vote.

Mr. Mazumdar (India): A vote has been taken on
a decision, and the decision has been carried. Let me
just say that there are no winners or losers in this
exercise. It is unfortunate that the Fifth Committee had
to resort to a vote, but then the enormousness of the
task before the Fifth Committee in terms of its
discussions relating to the budget and the reform
proposals that are before us had made it an extremely
important and urgent issue. Many of us felt that it was
essential to have conference services during weekends
and nights if we were to be faithful to the Organization
and to complete the tasks that had been given to us.

I would just like to record my delegation’s regret
that all efforts by all parties to reach a consensus
decision on that matter did not ultimately succeed. That
is, of course, no reason to give up our practices and
methods of trying to find consensus where we can, and
we should continue to try to reach consensus on the
many decisions that are before us at this session.

The Acting President: The General Assembly
has thus concluded this stage of its consideration of
agenda item 123.

The meeting rose at 8.30 p.m.


