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The m e e t i n g was c a l l e d t o o r d e r a t 3.10 p.m. 

QUESTION OF THE VIOLATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE OCCUPIED ARAB TERRITORIES, 

INCLUDING PALESTINE (agenda i t e m 4) ( c o n t i n u e d ) (E/CN.4/1989/2 -

E/CN.4/Sub.2/1988/38, E/CN.4/1989/4-6; E/CN.4/1989/NQ0/26 and 27; A/43/694, 

А/43/806) 

THE RIGHT OF PEOPLES TO SELF-DETERMINATION AND ITS APPLICATION TO PEOPLES 

UNDER COLONIAL OR ALIEN DOMINATION OR TOREIGN OCCUPATION (agenda i t e m 9) 

( c o n t i n u e d ) (E/CN,4/1989/13, 14, 49, 52 and 53; A/43/735) 

1. Mr. A L - T I K R I T I ( I r a q ) s a i d t h a t s i n c e 1967, I s r a e l had been o c c u p y i n g , 

t h r e e t e r r i t o r i e s b e l o n g i n g t o A r a b S t a t e s . I t had a l s o a t t a c k e d I r a q i n 

1981, Lebanon i n 1982 and T u n i s i a i n 1985, and was s t i l l o c c u p y i n g p a r t o f 

s o u t h e r n Lebanon. When I s r a e l had bcMnbed the I r a q i n u c l e a r r e a c t o r - w h i c h 

had been i n t e n d e d f o r p e a c e f u l p u r p o s e s - the I s r a e l i M i n i s t e r o f D e f e n c e , 

Mr. A r i e l S h a r o n , had d e c l a r e d t h a t I s r a e l ' s l e b e n s r a u m e x t e n d e d from 

s o u t h e r n A f r i c a t o P a k i s t a n . T hat s t a t e m e n t r e f l e c t e d I s r a e l ' s d e f i a n c e o f 

t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l community and i t s e x p a n s i o n i s t and a g g r e s s i v e i n t e n t i o n s . 

I s r a e l had annexed J e r u s a l e m and the G o l a n H e i g h t s and had p e r s i s t e d i n 

e s t a b l i s h i n g s e t t l e m e n t s i n t h e o c c u p i e d Arab t e r r i t o r i e s , t h u s c h a n g i n g t h e i r 

demographic c h a r a c t e r . I n s p i t e o f condemnation by the U n i t e d N a t i o n s and t h e 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l community, I s r a e l committed a c t s o f a g g r e s s i o n a g a i n s t h o l y 

p l a c e s . 

2. The p e o p l e and Government o f I r a q f u l l y s u p p o r t e d the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e 

i n i t s j u s t s t r u g g l e t o e x e r c i s e i t s r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n i n i t s 

homeland, P a l e s t i n e , and c a l l e d upon t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l community t o assume i t s 

h i s t o r i c r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o f o r c e I s r a e l t o w i t h d r a w from a l l the o c c u p i e d Arab 

t e r r i t o r i e s , i n c l u d i n g J e r u s a l e m , and t o a b i d e by a l l the U n i t e d N a t i o n s 

r e s o l u t i o n s on the s u b j e c t , f a i l i n g w hich the p r o v i s i o n s o f C h a p t e r V I I o f t h e 

C h a r t e r o f the U n i t e d N a t i o n s s h o u l d be a p p l i e d . H i s Government s u p p o r t e d and 

would c o n t i n u e t o s u p p o r t the i n t i f a d a h , the h e r o i c u p r i s i n g t h a t had 

d e m o n s t r a t e d the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e ' s a t t a c h m e n t t o i t s l a n d and c o n s t i t u t e d 

the l e g i t i m a t e e x e r c i s e by a p e o p l e o f the r i g h t t o r e s i s t a n c e and s t r u g g l e 

f o r s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n . 

3. The s i t u a t i o n i n s o u t h e r n A f r i c a , an a r e a w i t h w h i c h I r a q had f r a t e r n a l 

t i e s , was a l s o a m a t t e r o f c o n c e r n . The o r d e a l o f t h e p e o p l e s o f South A f r i c a 

and Namibia was s i m i l a r t o t h a t o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e , s i n c e the two 

c o l o n i a l i s t , r a c i s t and e x p a n s i o n i s t r e g i m e s i n P a l e s t i n e and South A f r i c a 

were h i s t o r i c a l l y a l l i e d i n t h e i r d e f i a n c e o f the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community. 

The p o l i c y o f a p a r t h e i d had become i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d , and the P r e t o r i a regime 

was j e o p a r d i z i n g the s e c u r i t y o f the f r o n t - l i n e S t a t e s , w h i c h were s t i l l b e i n g 

s u b j e c t e d t o r e p e a t e d a c t s o f a g g r e s s i o n by South A f r i c a . 

4. H i s Government b e l i e v e d t h a t the problem o f Namibia would be s o l v e d 

t h r o u g h the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n 435 ( 1 9 7 8 ) , w h i c h 

c a l l e d f o r the independence o f Namibia under the l e a d e r s h i p o f the South West 

A f r i c a P e o p l e ' s O r g a n i z a t i o n , The i n t e r n a t i o n a l community s h o u l d e x e r t 

p r e s s u r e on the South A f r i c a n régime t o abandon i t s abominable p o l i c y o f 

a p a r t h e i d . I r a q s u p p o r t e d the s t r u g g l e o f t h e p e o p l e s o f N a m i b i a and 

S outh A f r i c a under the l e a d e r s h i p o f the A f r i c a n N a t i o n a l C o n g r e s s and A z a n i a . 
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5. Mr « RICHTER (German D e m o c r a t i c R e p u b l i c ) s a i d t h a t , a l t h o u g h many p e o p l e s 

had g a i n e d t h e i r independence s i n c e t h e a d o p t i o n o f t h e D e c l a r a t i o n on the 

G r a n t i n g o f Independence t o C o l o n i a l C o u n t r i e s and P e o p l e s , phenomena such as 

c o l o n i a l s u b j u g a t i o n and a n n e x a t i o n i s t d e s i g n s had n o t e n t i r e l y d i s a p p e a r e d . 

Many p e o p l e were s t i l l d e p r i v e d o f the r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and o t h e r 

f u n d a m e n t a l human r i g h t s . The e l i m i n a t i o n o f o p p r e s s i o n i n S o u t h A f r i c a , 

Namibian i n d e p e n d e n c e , and t h e r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n 

p e o p l e and o f t h o s e l i v i n g i n some 20 c o l o n i a l t e r r i t o r i e s i n t h e P a c i f i c , 

I n d i a n and A t l a n t i c Oceans, were i s s u e s t h a t remained on the agenda. 

6. W h i l e the p r o s p e c t o f Namibian independence was a c a u s e f o r o p t i m i s m . 

South A f r i c a ' s r a c i s t p o l i c y and I s r a e l ' s o c c u p a t i o n o f Arab t e r r i t o r i e s 

c o n t i n u e d t o p r o v i d e a p o t e n t i a l s o u r c e o f dangerous c o n f l i c t . 

7. W i t h r e g a r d t o the q u e s t i o n o f Kampuchea, h i s d e l e g a t i o n had o u t l i n e d i t s 

p o s i t i o n b e f o r e t h e f o r t y - t h i r d s e s s i o n o f the G e n e r a l A s s e m b l y , i n d i c a t i n g 

t h a t i t was more than e v e r i m p e r a t i v e f o r a l l the p a r t i e s c o n c e r n e d t o d i s p l a y 

a r e a d i n e s s f o r d i a l o g u e and t o adopt a c o n s t r u c t i v e and r e a l i s t i c a t t i t u d e . 

S i n c e then a number o f i m p o r t a n t developments had t a k e n p l a c e , such as the 

c o n s u l t a t i o n s between t h e V i e t n a m e s e F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r and t h o s e o f the 

P h i l i p p i n e s , T h a i l a n d and C h i n a , r e s p e c t i v e l y . A l l o f t h o s e meetings had been 

h i g h l y s i g n i f i c a n t w i t h r e g a r d t o t h e s e e k i n g o f s o l u t i o n s i n t h e b e s t 

i n t e r e s t s o f t h e Kampuchean p e o p l e and t h e i r n e i g h b o u r s , and as f a r as the 

n o r m a l i z a t i o n o f the s i t u a t i o n i n S o u t h - E a s t A s i a i n g e n e r a l was c o n c e r n e d . 

8. Enjoyment o f the r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n i m p l i e d freedom o f c h o i c e 

w i t h r e g a r d t o p o l i t i c a l , economic and s o c i a l d e v e l o p m e n t , f o l l o w i n g t h e 

g a i n i n g o f i n d e p e n d e n c e . A t t e m p t s by f o r e i g n powers t o o b s t r u c t t h a t c h o i c e 

and t o d i c t a t e p o l i c y , a t t i t u d e or l i f e - s t y l e , were l i k e l y t o c r e a t e o n l y 

t e n s i o n and c o n f l i c t , p o s i n g a t h r e a t t o peaCe and i n t e r n a t i o n a l s e c u r i t y . 

9 . P a r t i c u l a r l y s i g n i f i c a n t i n t h a t c o n n e c t i o n was t h e use o f m e r c e n a r i e s t o 

v i o l a t e human r i g h t s and t o impede the e x e r c i s e o f the r i g h t t o 

s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . The Commission s h o u l d denounce t h a t p r a c t i c e as o t h e r 

b o d i e s had done, t a k i n g a c c o u n t o f the r e p o r t o f the S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r on t h e 

q u e s t i o n o f m e r c e n a r i e s and o f G e n e r a l Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 43/107. The 

movement towards i n t e r n a t i o n a l d é t e n t e f a v o u r e d the a c h i e v e m e n t o f p o l i t i c a l 

s o l u t i o n s t o armed c o n f l i c t s and s h o u l d , t h e r e f o r e , p u t a permanent end t o t h e 

use o f m e r c e n a r i e s . The d r a f t c o n v e n t i o n s h o u l d be c o n c l u d e d as soon as 

p o s s i b l e , and the use o f m e r c e n a r i e s be c o n s i d e r e d an i n t e r n a t i o n a l c r i m e i n 

the c o n t e x t o f the d r a f t code o f o f f e n c e s a g a i n s t the peace and s e c u r i t y o f 

mankind. M e r c e n a r y a c t i v i t i e s and t h e s u p p o r t o f m e r c e n a r i e s were p u n i s h a b l e 

o f f e n c e s i n the German D e m o c r a t i c R e p u b l i c , f o r e x a m p l e , and c i t i z e n s o f t h e 

R e p u b l i c were p r o h i b i t e d from e n l i s t i n g as m e r c e n a r i e s . 

10. I n i n t e r n a t i o n a l l a w , t h e r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , the p r i n c i p l e o f 

n o n - i n t e r f e r e n c e and the g u a r a n t e e i n g o f human r i g h t s were f u n d a m e n t a l l y 

i n t e r r e l a t e d . S t a t e s f o r c e d by e x t e r n a l i n t e r f e r e n c e t o d e c l a r e m a r t i a l law 

o r s t a t e s o f emergency would p r o b a b l y be unable t o implement t h e c o l l e c t i v e o r 

i n d i v i d u a l enjoyment o f human r i g h t s . Any forms o f o p p r e s s i o n were l i k e l y t o 

r e s u l t i n armed c o n f l i c t , and the e c o n a n i c i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e o f S t a t e s , 

i n v o l v i n g the i n c u r r i n g o f huge d e b t s and enslavement t o the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

m o ney-lending i n s t i t u t i o n s , would i n e v i t a b l y a f f e c t the enjoyment o f e c o n o m i c , 

s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s . The Commission on Human R i g h t s s h o u l d , t h e r e f o r e , 

pay g r e a t e r a t t e n t i o n t o t h o s e i s s u e s and t o t h e i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s i n v o l v e d 
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under t h e h e a d i n g o f the r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . Comprehensive s o l u t i o n s 

and a p p r o a c h e s were r e q u i r e d , i f an u n b a l a n c e d f o c u s i n g on i n d i v i d u a l i s s u e s 

was t o be a v o i d e d . 

1 1 . The German D e m o c r a t i c R e p u b l i c was open t o d i a l o g u e and c o - o p e r a t i o n i n 

the s e a r c h f o r j u s t and r e a s o n a b l e s o l u t i o n s i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h the p r e s e r v i n g 

o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace and s e c u r i t y t h r o u g h d i s a r m a m e n t , development and 

d i a l o g u e . I t would v i g o r o u s l y s u p p o r t , p o l i t i c a l l y , m a t e r i a l l y and m o r a l l y , 

s t r u g g l e s f o r n a t i o n a l and s o c i a l l i b e r a t i o n , c o n t i n u e t o r e j e c t any v i o l a t i o n 

o f the r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , and r e s i s t c o l o n i a l o p p r e s s i o n and r a c i a l 

d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , w i t h a view t o t h e u n i v e r s a l enjoyment o f human r i g h t s . 

12. As f o r the o b s e r v a t i o n s made by a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e on the p r e v i o u s d a y , 

such remarks were a t v a r i a n c e w i t h t h e r e a l i t i e s o f con t e m p o r a r y E u r o p e , one 

o f w h i c h was the e x i s t e n c e o f two in d e p e n d e n t and s o v e r e i g n German S t a t e s . 

The German D e m o c r a t i c R e p u b l i c ' s 40 y e a r s o f e x i s t e n c e d e m o n s t r a t e d 

i n d i s p u t a b l y t h a t i t s p e o p l e had i n d e e d f r e e l y e x e r c i s e d t h e i r r i g h t t o 

s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and chosen t o b u i l d a s o c i a l i s t s o c i e t y , a s o c i a l i s t 

S t a t e . He drew a t t e n t i o n t o the communiqué i s s u e d on the o c c a s i o n o f t h e 

v i s i t by the Chairman o f t h e C o u n c i l o f S t a t e t o t h e F e d e r a l R e p u b l i c o f 

Germany i n September 1987, w h i c h s t a t e d t h a t the two s i d e s had a g r e e d t o a c t 

on t h e p r i n c i p l e t h a t each s t a t e r e s p e c t e d t h e independence and autonomy o f 

the o t h e r w i t h r e g a r d t o i t s i n t e r n a l and e x t e r n a l a f f a i r s , and t h a t d e s i r e 

f o r u n d e r s t a n d i n g and r e a l i s m s h o u l d be the g u i d e l i n e f o r c o n s t r u c t i v e 

c o - o p e r a t i o n between the two. 

13. Mr. PETRONE ( U n i t e d S t a t e s o f America) s a i d t h a t t he most b l a t a n t d e n i a l s 

o f the r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n i n v o l v e d a r e a s o c c u p i e d by f o r e i g n t r o o p s . 

I n N a m i b i a , t h e South A f r i c a n o c c u p a t i o n was coming t o an e n d , and Cuban 

t r o o p s were f i n a l l y b e i n g w i t h d r a w n from A n g o l a . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , freedom was 

d i s t a n t f o r t h e p e o p l e o f n e i g h b o u r i n g South A f r i c a ; a p a r t h e i d r e m a i n e d i n 

f o r c e , r e f o r m was b e i n g s t a l l e d , and b a s i c human r i g h t s were c o n s i s t e n t l y 

r e p r e s s e d , v i o l a t e d and d e n i e d . The i n t e r n a t i o n a l community must c o n t i n u e t o 

demand e q u a l r i g h t s f o r a l l South A f r i c a n s , r e g a r d l e s s o f r a c e , and must speak 

o u t i n f a v o u r o f a d e m o c r a t i c e l e c t o r a l s y s t e m , u n i v e r s a l f r a n c h i s e , 

c o n s t i t u t i o n a l g u a r a n t e e s o f b a s i c i n d i v i d u a l r i g h t s f o r a l l and the r u l e o f 

l a w . South A f r i c a n s c o u l d and s h o u l d make t h o s e changes p r o m p t l y and 

p e a c e f u l l y . 

14. E l s e w h e r e i n the w o r l d , o c c u p y i n g a r m i e s were i n r e t r e a t . I f a l l went 

w e l l , the comple t e w i t h d r a w a l o f S o v i e t f o r c e s from A f g h a n i s t a n would o c c u r 

w i t h i n a few d a y s . O n l y a f t e r t h e end o f f o r e i g n o c c u p a t i o n and the 

e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f a t r u l y r e p r e s e n t a t i v e Government would the Afghan p e o p l e 

have a c h i e v e d t h e i r r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . However, t h e c o n t i n u i n g 

p r e s e n c e o f m i l l i o n s o f l a n d mines t h r o u g h o u t A f g h a n i s t a n c o n s t i t u t e d a g r a v e 

t h r e a t t o t h e l i v e l i h o o d and human r i g h t s o f t h e Afghan p e o p l e , and h i s 

Government urged the S o v i e t U n i o n and the K a b u l a u t h o r i t i e s t o c o - o p e r a t e w i t h 

t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s i n removing them. 

15. I n Kampuchea, the Vietnamese i n v a s i o n and l o n g - s t a n d i n g m i l i t a r y 

o c c u p a t i o n had l e d t o a mass exodus o f r e f u g e e s and d i s p l a c e d p e r s o n s . That 

was a v i o l a t i o n o f human r i g h t s cmd t h r e a t e n e d t he s u r v i v a l o f the Kampuchean 

p e o p l e and i t s c u l t u r e . The U n i t e d S t a t e s j o i n e d t he w o r l d community i n 

condemning the p e r s i s t e n t o c c u r r e n c e o f g r o s s and f l a g r a n t v i o l a t i o n s by the 

Phncm Penh a u t h o r i t i e s and the o c c u p y i n g V i e t n a m e s e f o r c e s . N e v e r t h e l e s s , h i s 
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d e l e g a t i o n ' s condemnation o f c u r r e n t h u m a n - r i g h t s abuses i n Kampuchea i n no 

way l e s s e n e d i t s a b h o r r e n c e o f t h e b a r b a r i c e x c e s s e s o f t h e former P o l P o t 

r é g i m e . I t u n e q u i v o c a l l y condemned the g e n o c i d a l p o l i c i e s and o t h e r 

h u m a n - r i g h t s abuses o f P o l P o t and h i s Khmer Rouge f o l l o w e r s . 

16. I n the B a l t i c , the r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n o f the p e o p l e s o f E s t o n i a , 

L a t v i a and L i t h u a n i a had been i g n o r e d f o r a l m o s t h a l f a c e n t u r y . H i s 

Government had n o t e d many p o s i t i v e changes i n the S o v i e t U n i o n , and hoped t h a t 

t h a t t r e n d would e v e n t u a l l y l e a d t o t r u e s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n f o r t h e p e o p l e s o f 

the B a l t i c S t a t e s . E l s e w h e r e , wherever the r i g h t o f s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n had 

been v i o l a t e d , t h e r e was a l s o s u f f e r i n g and d e a t h . Peace among n a t i o n s - and 

w i t h i n n a t i o n s - r e q u i r e d t h a t a l l p e o p l e s s h o u l d be a l l o w e d t o choose t h e i r 

own form o f government, f r e e from c o e r c i o n or o u t s i d e i n t e r f e r e n c e . 

17. Mr. KMINAGA (Japan) s a i d t h a t the r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n was s t i l l 

b e i n g v i o l a t e d i n many p a r t s o f the w o r l d and p a r t i c u l a r l y i n s o u t h e r n A f r i c a , 

A f g h a n i s t a n and Kampuchea. The Namibian i s s u e c o n t i n u e d t o be one o f the most 

u r g e n t p r o b l e m s f r o m t h e p o i n t o f v i e w o f human r i g h t s and t h e r i g h t t o 

s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . J a p a n t h e r e f o r e welcomed the f a c t t h a t the agreement 

r e a c h e d among th e S t a t e s c o n c e r n e d on t h e i s s u e o f A n g o l a and N a m i b i a had 

paved the way f o r the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l 

r e s o l u t i o n 435 ( 1 9 7 8 ) , t h e t e r m i n a t i o n o f South A f r i c a ' s i l l e g a l o c c u p a t i o n o f 

N a m i bia and, u l t i m a t e l y , N amibia's i n d e p e n d e n c e . H i s Government was p r e p a r e d 

t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s T r a n s i t i o n A s s i s t a n c e Group (UNTAG) based 

on the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n and was ready t o make a f i n a n c i a l 

c o n t r i b u t i o n t h e r e t o , s u b j e c t t o t h e a p p r o v a l o f t h e D i e t . 

18. A p a r t h e i d was w i t h o u t doubt the most s e r i o u s i s s u e c o n f r o n t i n g the Second 

Decade t o Combat Racism and R a c i a l D i s c r i m i n a t i o n . Long-range e d u c a t i o n a l 

programmes and p u b l i c i n f o r m a t i o n campaigns aimed a t a c h i e v i n g i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

r e s p e c t f o r f u n d a m e n t a l freedoms and human r i g h t s s h o u l d be much more 

emphasized i n the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f the Programme o f A c t i o n f o r the Second 

Decade. H i s Government f i r m l y b e l i e v e d t h a t such measures m i g h t be g r e a t l y 

c o n d u c i v e t o the common g o a l o f e r a d i c a t i n g a p a r t h e i d . I t had l o n g 

c o n t r i b u t e d t o h u m a n i t a r i a n and e d u c a t i o n a l a s s i s t a n c e t o t h e v i c t i m s o f 

a p a r t h e i d i n South A f r i c a b o t h t h r o u g h b i l a t e r a l programmes and t h r o u g h the 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s o f t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s system and had a l s o been e x t e n d i n g 

a s s i s t a n c e f o r human-resources development i n s o u t h e r n A f r i c a . 

1 9 . The s i g n i n g o f t h e Geneva A c c o r d s i n A p r i l 1988 was an h i s t o r i c a l e v e n t 

i n v i e w o f the a c h i e v e m e n t o f the l o n g - a w a i t e d w i t h d r a w a l o f f o r e i g n t r o o p s 

from A f g h a n i s t a n . N e v e r t h e l e s s , b e l l i g e r e n t a c t s were s t i l l c o n t i n u i n g , and 

a l l e g a t i o n s o f t o r t u r e and i l l - t r e a t m e n t o f p r i s o n e r s were s t i l l b e i n g 

r e c e i v e d . The econcxnic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l s i t u a t i o n o f A f g h a n i s t a n had 

d e t e r i o r a t e d d u r i n g the y e a r s o f c o n f l i c t and had become c r i t i c a l . 

20. V i o l a t i o n s o f human r i g h t s had r e s u l t e d i n a mass exodus o f a l m o s t 

one q u a r t e r o f the t o t a l p o p u l a t i o n o f t h a t c o u n t r y , and i t was i m p e r a t i v e 

t h a t s t e p s s h o u l d be t a k e n a s soon as p o s s i b l e t o e n a b l e t h o s e r e f u g e e s t o 

r e t u r n t o t h e i r homeland i n s a f e t y . I n September 1988, J a p a n had p l e d g e d an 

i n i t i a l c o n t r i b u t i o n f o r a s s i s t a n c e t o A f g h a n r e f u g e e s , e q u i v a l e n t t o 

$60 m i l l i o n , t h r o u g h the O f f i c e o f the U n i t e d N a t i o n s H i g h Commisslcmer f o r 

R e f u g e e s , t h e W o r l d Food Progranme and o t h e r a g e n c i e s . 
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2 1 . G r o s s and f l a g r a n t v i o l a t i o n s o f the human r i g h t s o f the Kampuchean 

p e o p l e had been t a k i n g p l a c e f o r n e a r l y a de c a d e . Many Kampucheans, i n c l u d i n g 

i n n o c e n t vKxnen and c h i l d r e n , h ad l o s t t h e i r l i v e s , and thousands o f o t h e r s had 

been f o r c e d t o f l e e t h e i r homes aaná seek asylum i n T h a i l a n d . At the c o r e o f 

the Kampuchean pro b l e m l a y t h e f a c t t h a t t h e Kampuchean p e o p l e had been d e n i e d 

t h e i r r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . T hat problem was n o t o n l y a d e s t a b i l i z i n g 

e l e m e n t i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s b u t a l s o a m a t t e r o f g r a v e h u m a n i t a r i a n 

c o n c e r n . 

22. H i s Government s u p p o r t e d t h e peace e f f o r t s o f S t a t e s and the p a r t i e s 

c o n c e r n e d i n s e e k i n g a ccMtiprehensive p o l i t i c a l s e t t l e m e n t f o r t h e r e s t o r a t i o n 

o f peace and democracy i n Kampuchea. I n t h a t c o n n e c t i o n , h i s d e l e g a t i o n 

r e i t e r a t e d i t s f u l l s u p p o r t f o r Commission on Human R i g h t s r e s o l u t i o n 1988/6, 

w h i c h r e q u e s t e d t he S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l t o m o n i t o r developments i n Kampuchea and 

t o i n t e n s i f y e f f o r t s t o b r i n g about the r e s t o r a t i o n o f the fu n d a m e n t a l human 

r i g h t s o f the Kampuchean p e o p l e . 

23. M r . VASSILENKO ( U k r a i n i a n S o v i e t S o c i a l i s t R e p u b l i c ) s a i d t h a t t h e 

r e f u s a l o f c e r t a i n S t a t e s t o r e s p e c t t he r i g h t o f p e o p l e s t o 

s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n i n e v i t a b l y gave r i s e t o dangerous hotbeds o f t e n s i o n i n t h e 

w o r l d and r e s u l t e d i n g r o s s v i o l a t i o n s o f human r i g h t s and f u n d a m e n t a l 

f r e e d o m s . 

24. F or d e c a d e s , one o f t h o s e hotbeds had been s o u t h e r n A f r i c a , and h i s 

d e l e g a t i o n welcomed w i t h s a t i s f a c t i o n the c o n c l u s i o n o f an agreement between 

A n g o l a and Cuba, on t h e one hand, and the R e p u b l i c o f South A f r i c a , on t h e 

o t h e r , t h r o u g h the m e d i a t i o n o f the U n i t e d s t a t e s , r e g a r d i n g a p o l i t i c a l 

s o l u t i o n i n s o u t h e r n A f r i c a , w h i c h would e n s u r e t h e s e c u r i t y o f a l l t he s t a t e s 

o f the r e g i o n and the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f the Namibian p e o p l e ' s r i g h t t o 

s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . N e v e r t h e l e s s , t h e p e o p l e s o f s o u t h e r n A f r i c a would be 

a b l e t o e x e r c i s e t h e i r r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n o n l y when the s h a m e f u l 

system o f a p a r t h e i d was e l i m i n a t e d , t he i n d i g e n o u s p o p u l a t i o n o f South A f r i c a 

r e g a i n e d i t s r i g h t s and a l l s o u t h e r n A f r i c a n s were g u a r a n t e e d d e m o c r a t i c 

r i g h t s i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t h e U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n o f Human R i g h t s and the 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o venants on Human R i g h t s . 

25. H i s d e l e g a t i o n was p a r t i c u l a r l y c o n c e r n e d a t I s r a e l ' s g r o s s v i o l a t i o n s of 

human r i g h t s and f u n d a m e n t a l freedoms i n the o c c u p i e d A r a b t e r r i t o r i e s , w h i c h 

was u n d o u b t e d l y a d i r e c t consequence o f the f l a g r a n t v i o l a t i o n o f t h e r i g h t of 

p e o p l e s t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . As c«e o f the members o f the Committee on the 

E x e r c i s e o f t h e I n a l i e n a b l e R i g h t s o f the P a l e s t i n i a n P e o p l e , t h e 

U k r a i n i a n SSR made a u s e f u l c o n t r i b u t i o n t o the U n i t e d N a t i o n s ' e f f o r t s t o 

a c h i e v e a p o l i t i c a l s o l u t i o n t o the M i d d l e - E a s t c o n f l i c t and t o r e s t o r e t h e 

r i g h t s o f the Arab p e o p l e o f P a l e s t i n e . The P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e s h o u l d n o t be 

impeded from e x e r c i s i n g t h e i r r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , i n c l u d i n g t he r i g h t 

t o choose f r e e l y t h e i r own form o f government and ens u r e r e s p e c t f o r human 

r i g h t s and freedoms i n t h e l o n g - s u f f e r i n g l a n d o f P a l e s t i n e . 

26. The r i g h t o f p e o p l e s t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n p r e s u p p o s e d t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 

o f S t a t e s t o r e s p e c t t h a t r i g h t . One e x a n p l e o f t h e v i o l a t i o n o f t h a t 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y was the i n t e r f e r e n c e by e x t e r n a l Powers i n the i n t e r n a l a f f a i r s 

o f the N i c a r a g u a n p e o p l e . Such a c t i o n s had been c e n s u r e d by t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

C o u r t o f J u s t i c e . H i s d e l e g a t i o n hoped t h a t t he p e o p l e s o f C e n t r a l A m e r i c a 

would be a b l e t o a r r i v e a t a n e g o t i a t e d p o l i t i c a l s e t t l e m e n t o f the p r oblems 

b e s e t t i n g t h e i r r e g i o n . 
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27. W h i l e r e c o g n i z i n g the paramount i m p o r t a n c e o f s e t t l i n g r e g i o n a l c o n f l i c t s 

i n o r d e r t o e n s u r e a n o n - v i o l e n t w o r l d and t o implement t h e r i g h t t o 

s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community s h o u l d remember t h e 

f t o n - S e I f - G o v e r n i n g T e r r i t o r i e s , whose p e o p l e s were s t i l l d e p r i v e d o f t h e 

freedom o f c h o i c e . H i s d e l e g a t i o n b e l i e v e d t h a t t h e r i g h t o f t h o s e p e o p l e s t o 

s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and independence s h o u l d be e n s u r e d i n f u l l a c c o r d a n c e w i t h 

the C h a r t e r o f t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s and the D e c l a r a t i o n on d e c o l o n i z a t i o n . 

28. The use o f m e r c e n a r i e s had been deemed so dangerous t h a t the 

G e n e r a l Assembly had d e c l a r e d i t a c r i m e a g a i n s t the peace and s e c u r i t y o f 

m a n kind. As a member o f t h e Ad Hoc Committee on t h e D r a f t i n g o f an 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o n v e n t i o n a g a i n s t the R e c r u i t m e n t , Use, F i n a n c i n g and T r a i n i n g 

o f M e r c e n a r i e s , t h e U k r a i n i a n SSR made a c o n s t r u c t i v e c o n t r i b u t i o n t o the 

p r o c e s s o f c r e a t i n g an i n t e r n a t i o n a l i n s t r u m e n t w h i c h would bar the use o f 

m e r c e n a r i e s . The e v e n t s o f t h e n o t - s o - d i s t a n t p a s t showed t h a t , wherever 

m e r c e n a r i e s were used as an i n s t r u m e n t o f a g g r e s s i o n and i n t e r f e r e n c e , the 

r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n was f l a g r a n t l y v i o l a t e d . H i s d e l e g a t i o n w i s h e d t o 

thank the S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r on the q u e s t i o n o f the use o f m e r c e n a r i e s , 

Mr. E n r i q u e B e r n a l e s B a l l e s t e r o o f P e r u , f o r t h e p r e p a r a t i o n o f two r e p o r t s on 

t h a t s u b j e c t (A/43/735 and E/CN.4/1989/14). Such work s h o u l d be c o n t i n u e d . 

2 9 . The p r o b l e m o f n a t i o n a l s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n a f f e c t e d a l l S t a t e s i n one way 

o r a n o t h e r . The p r o b l e m had an i n t e r n a l and e x t e r n a l d i m e n s i o n and a f f e c t e d 

b o t h the r i g h t s o f p e o p l e s and the r i g h t s o f each i n d i v i d u a l . R e s p e c t f o r t h e 

r i g h t o f p e o p l e s t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n meant r e s p e c t f o r freedom o f c h o i c e and 

r e c o g n i t i o n o f the r e a l i t y o f d i v e r s e forms o f s o c i a l d e v e l o p m e n t . At t h e 

same t i m e , the e x e r c i s e o f t h a t r i g h t p r e s u p p o s e d c o n s t a n t p r o g r e s s i n 

p e r f e c t i n g t h e i n t e r n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n o f s o c i e t y i n a way w h i c h would improve 

the e f f e c t i v e o b s e r v a n c e o f human r i g h t s . H i s t o r y had shown t h a t g e n u i n e 

p r o g r e s s i n p r e s e r v i n g c i v i l i z a t i o n and c r e a t i n g c o n d i t i o n s f o r normal l i f e 

was i m p o s s i b l e when the r i g h t s and freedoms o f the I n d i v i d u a l and o f p e o p l e s 

were i n f r i n g e d . 

30. Mr. RIAD (Observer f o r E g y p t ) e m p h a s i z e d the i m p o r t a n c e o f 1988 w i t h 

r e g a r d t o t h e P a l e s t i n i a n q u e s t i o n . He p r a i s e d t h e P a l e s t i n e L i b e r a t i o n 

O r g a n i z a t i o n (PLO) f o r i t s s u c c e s s f u l p o l i t i c a l and d i p l o m a t i c moves, 

i n c l u d i n g the d e c l a r a t i o n o f an i n d e p e n d e n t P a l e s t i n i a n S t a t e , w h i c h had 

g a i n e d w i d e s p r e a d r e c o g n i t i o n . F u r t h e r m o r e , a number o f S t a t e s had agreed t o 

h o l d d i s c u s s i o n s w i t h t h e PLO, and t h a t o r g a n i z a t i o n had a c c e p t e d the n o t i o n 

o f c o - e x i s t e n c e between t h e two S t a t e s and r e j e c t e d t e r r o r i s m i n a l l i t s 

f o r m s , i n c l u d i n g S t a t e t e r r o r i s m . A f i r m b a s i s had thus been c r e a t e d f o r a 

j u s t and c o m p r e h e n s i v e s e t t l e m e n t o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n q u e s t i o n . 

3 1 . I s r a e l , on the o t h e r h and, had p e r s i s t e n t l y p u r s u e d i t s inhumane 

p o l i c i e s , i g n o r i n g b o t h t h e p r i n c i p l e s o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l law and the p r o v i s i o n s 

o f the v a r i o u s U n i t e d N a t i o n s r e s o l u t i o n s . I t s a c t s o f v i o l e n t r e p r e s s i o n had 

e s c a l a t e d t o t h e e x t e n t t h a t t h e I s r a e l i M i n i s t e r o f Defence had r e c e n t l y 

i n s t r u c t e d s o l d i e r s t o open f i r e on P a l e s t i n i a n s a t any t i m e , u s i n g l i v e 

ammunition or p l a s t i c b u l l e t s , and w i t h o u t a w a i t i n g o r d e r s . He had 

s u b s e q u e n t l y a u t h o r i z e d them t o s h o o t , w i t h i n t e n t t o k i l l , a t c h i l d r e n , and 

h o s p i t a l s had been o r d e r e d n o t t o t r e a t P a l e s t i n i a n s wounded by such b u l l e t 

f i r e . 
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32. F u r t h e r a c t s o f r e p r e s s i o n p r a c t i s e d on a d a i l y b a s i s i n c l u d e d the 

c o l l e c t i v e punishment o f t owns, v i l l a g e s and camps, the d e m o l i t i o n o f houses 

and the е}фи1з10п o f P a l e s t i n i a n s from t h e i r homeland. Such a c t i o n s were w e l l 

documented by v a r i o u s i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e p o r t s , i n p a r t i c u l a r , t h a t o f the 

S p e c i a l C(X[imittee t o I n v e s t i g a t e I s r a e l i P r a c t i c e s A f f e c t i n g t h e Human R i g h t s 

o f the P o p u l a t i o n o f the O c c u p i e d T e r r i t o r i e s ( A / 4 3 / 6 9 4 ) . A r e c e n t s t a t e m e n t 

by t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l Committee o f t h e Red C r o s s (ICRC) had a t t e s t e d t o t h e 

d e p o r t a t i o n o f P a l e s t i n i a n s and t o the c o n t i n u e d v i o l a t i o n o f a r t i c l e 49 o f 

the F o u r t h Geneva C o n v e n t i o n . 

33. No m a t t e r how h a r d i t t r i e d , I s r a e l would be u n a b l e t o p u t down an 

u p r i s i n g w h i c h had a l r e a d y c l a i m e d 560 l i v e s , i n c l u d i n g t h o s e o f 100 c h i l d r e n , 

and r e s u l t e d i n t h e wounding o f 40,000. I t s a c t i o n s were condemned by 

p e a c e - l o v e r s i n I s r a e l i t s e l f , p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e Peace Now movement. There had 

been p r o t e s t s a g a i n s t the Government's d e c i s i o n t o i n t r o d u c e more r e p r e s s i v e 

measures and a p o l l had shown t h a t a m a j o r i t y o f I s r a e l i s f a v o u r e d 

n e g o t i a t i o n s w i t h the PLO. 

34. PLO had r e c e n t l y r e j e c t e d p r o p o s a l s by t h e I s r a e l i Defence M i n i s t e r t o 

end the u p r i s i n g i n r e t u r n f o r g e n e r a l e l e c t i o n s i n the o c c u p i e d A r a b 

t e r r i t o r i e s t o e s t a b l i s h P a l e s t i n i a n s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t . S u b s e q u e n t l y , a t i t s 

f o r t y - t h i r d s e s s i o n , the G e n e r a l Assembly had a d o p t e d a r e s o l u t i o n , r e f e r r i n g 

t o the d e s i r e t o p l a c e t h e o c c u p i e d Arab t e r r i t o r i e s , i n c l u d i n g J e r u s a l e m , 

under the a u s p i c e s o f the U n i t e d N a t i o n s as p a r t o f the peace p r o c e s s and t o 

the endeavours t h a t had been made t o t h a t end s i n c e 1967. G e n e r a l e l e c t i o n s 

s h o u l d t a k e p l a c e , t h e r e f o r e , under the s u p e r v i s i o n o f the U n i t e d N a t i o n s and 

n o t t h a t o f t h e o c c u p y i n g a u t h o r i t i e s . 

35. H i s Government condemned I s r a e l ' s a c t s o f r e p r e s s i o n i n t h e o c c u p i e d A r a b 

t e r r i t o r i e s and c a l l e d f o r a h a l t t o i t s c o n t r a v e n t i o n o f the r u l e s o f 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l l a w , e s p e c i a l l y t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o v e n a n t s on Human R i g h t s . I t 

c a l l e d on I s r a e l t o respceid t o P a l e s t i n i a n i n i t i a t i v e s and t o r e c o g n i z e the 

l e g i t i m a t e r i g h t o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and t o the 

e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f a P a l e s t i n i a n S t a t e . As a Member S t a t e , I s r a e l s h o u l d honour 

i t s commitment t o t h e o b l i g a t i o n s l a i d down i n t h e C h a r t e r o f t h e 

u n i t e d N a t i o n s , p a r t i c u l a r l y a t a time o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l d é t e n t e , when peace 

p r e v a i l e d i n many p a r t s o f the w o r l d . 

36. The i n t e r n a t i o n a l community s h o u l d b r i n g p r e s s u r e t o bear on I s r a e l t o 

renounce i t s p o l i c y o f o r g a n i z e d S t a t e t e r r o r i s m and e s p e c i a l l y i n the case o f 

S t a t e s f r i e n d l y t o I s r a e l , w h i c h had come t o adopt a more f a v o u r a b l e a t t i t u d e 

t o the P a l e s t i n i a n q u e s t i o n , s h o u l d urge I s r a e l t o implement S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l 

r e s o l u t i o n 242 ( 1 9 6 7 ) , r e c o g n i z i n g t h e r i g h t o f the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e t o 

s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and t o the e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f an i n d e p e n d e n t S t a t e . 

F u r t h e r m o r e , I s r a e l s h o u l d a g r e e t o t h e c o n v e n i n g o f an i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace 

c o n f e r e n c e , the o n l y p r a c t i c a l means o f a c h i e v i n g a j u s t and c o m p r e h e n s i v e 

s o l u t i o n . 

3 7 . The Commission on Human R i g h t s and a l l o t h e r U n i t e d N a t i o n s b o d i e s s h o u l d 

l i v e up t o t h e i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s i n the f a c e o f I s r a e l ' s c o n t i n u e d v i o l a t i o n 

n o t o n l y o f the r u l e s o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l l a w , b u t o f t h e p r o v i s i o n s o f a l l 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l i n s t r u m e n t s , b e a r i n g i n mind t h a t the c o m m i t t i n g o f such a c t s by 

a Member S t a t e b r o u g h t t h e O r g a n i z a t i o n as a whole i n t o d i s r e p u t e . 
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38. Mr. HERNDL (Observer f o r A u s t r i a ) s a i d t h a t many d e l e g a t i o n s , i n c l u d i n g 

h i s own, had r e p e a t e d l y e x p r e s s e d t h e i r c o n c e r n a bout I s r a e l i p r a c t i c e s i n t h e 

o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r i e s and the consequences t h e r e o f , u r g i n g I s r a e l t o p u t an end 

t o them. S i n c e the b e g i n n i n g o f the u p r i s i n g , however, t h e s i t u a t i o n had 

d e t e r i o r a t e d d r a m a t i c a l l y . The r e s t r i c t i o n s imposed s i n c e 1985 as p a r t o f t h e 

" i r o n - f i s t " p o l i c y , t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e i n c r e a s i n g d e t e r m i n a t i o n o f young 

P a l e s t i n i a n s t o oppose the a r b i t r a r y r u l e s o f the o c c u p y i n g a u t h o r i t i e s , had 

r e s u l t e d i n t h e u p r i s i n g t h e e f f e c t s o f w h i c h had been t e r r i b l e . S e v e r a l 

hundred c i v i l i a n s had been k i l l e d and thousands i n j u r e d . Measures such as 

c o l l e c t i v e punishment and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e d e t e n t i o n w i t h o u t charge o r t r i a l had 

been i n t r o d u c e d , and economic s a n c t i o n s i m p o s e d . E x p u l s i o n s had t a k e n p l a c e 

and f u n d a m e n t a l freedoms been c u r t a i l e d . 

39. A r e p o r t p r e p a r e d by the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l p u r s u a n t t o S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l 

r e s o l u t i o n 605 (1987) c o n t a i n e d o b s e r v a t i o n s s i m i l a r t o t h o s e s e t o u t i n t h e 

the S p e c i a l Committee's r e p o r t , w h i c h r e f e r r e d t o c o n c r e t e v i o l a t i o n s o f the 

F o u r t h Geneva C o n v e n t i o n , s u c h a s t h e e x t e n s i o n o f I s r a e l ' s l e g i s l a t i o n , 

j u r i s d i c t i o n and c i v i l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n t o the G o l a n H e i g h t s , the a n n e x a t i o n o f 

E a s t J e r u s a l e m and the e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f c o l o n i e s o f s e t t l e r s i n t h e o c c u p i e d 

t e r r i t o r i e s . The S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l ' s r e p o r t a l s o u n d e r l i n e d t he need f o r 

I s r a e l t o a c c e p t t h e de j u r e a p p l i c a b i l i t y o f t h e F o u r t h Geneva C o n v e n t i o n and 

t o c o r r e c t i t s p r a c t i c e s t o ccanply f u l l y w i t h the p r o v i s i o n s t h e r e o f . 

40. H i s Government had r e p e a t e d l y made i t s p o s i t i o n c l e a r , e x p r e s s i n g g r e a t 

c o n c e r n w i t h r e g a r d t o the g r o w i n g v i o l e n c e i n the o c c u p i e d A r a b t e r r i t o r i e s . 

I t had a p p e a l e d t o a l l s i d e s , b u t e s p e c i a l l y I s r a e l , t o b r i n g an end t o t h e 

c o n f r o n t a t i o n , c a l l i n g upon I s r a e l t o l i b e r a l i z e i t s o c c u p a t i o n régime and t o 

r e f r a i n from i l l e g a l a c t s such a s d e p o r t a t i o n , t h e d e m o l i t i o n o f houses and 

a r r e s t w i t h o u t w a r r a n t . The d e p o r t a t i o n s c o n s t i t u t e d an i n f r i n g e m e n t o f 

a r t i c l e 49 o f the F o u r t h Geneva C o n v e n t i o n , w h i l e t h e b r e a k i n g o f 

d e m o n s t r a t o r s ' bones and the d e s t r u c t i o n o f p r o p e r t y were c o n t r a r y t o the 

p r o v i s i o n s o f a r t i c l e s 32 and 5 3 , r e s p e c t i v e l y . I s r a e l a l o n e d e n i e d t he 

a p p l i c a b i l i t y o f t h a t C o n v e n t i o n t o the o c c u p i e d A r a b t e r r i t o r i e s . 

4 1 . I s r a e l would be un a b l e t o q u e l l t h e u p r i s i n g , w h i c h r e p r e s e n t e d a 

p o w e r f u l d e m o n s t r a t i o n o f P a l e s t i n i a n p o l i t i c a l w i l l . I t c o u l d o n l y provoke 

more v i o l e n c e . S i n c e t h e u n d e r l y i n g p r o b l e m was a p o l i t i c a l o n e , i t c o u l d be 

s o l v e d o n l y t h r o u g h a p o l i t i c a l s e t t l e m e n t , r e s p o n d i n g b o t h t o t h e r e f u s a l o f 

the P a l e s t i n i a n p o p u l a t i o n t o a c c e p t a f u t u r e under I s r a e l i o c c u p a t i o n and t o 

I s r a e l ' s d e t e r m i n a t i o n t o g u a r a n t e e i t s s e c u r i t y . H i s Government b e l i e v e d 

t h a t such a s e t t l e m e n t c o u l d b e s t be n e g o t i a t e d a t an i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n f e r e n c e 

h e l d under the a u s p i c e s o f t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s , w i t h t he p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f a l l 

t h o s e c o n c e r n e d . I t was o p t i m i s t i c t h a t such a s o l u t i o n would e v e n t u a l l y be 

r e a c h e d , w i t h due r e g a r d f o r t h e P a l e s t i n i a n s ' r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and 

of I s r a e l ' s l e g i t i m a t e s e c u r i t y i n t e r e s t s . 

42. H i s Government had c o n s i s t e n t l y acknowledged t h e P a l e s t i n i a n s ' r i g h t t o 

s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , i n c l u d i n g t h e r i g h t t o an i n d e p e n d e n t S t a t e , and had 

r e c o g n i z e d t h e PLO as the s o l e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e . 

A c c o r d i n g l y , i t welcomed t h e d e c i s i o n o f t h e P a l e s t i n e N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l t o 

p r o c l a i m the c r e a t i o n o f a P a l e s t i n i a n S t a t e . The momentum g e n e r a t e d by the 

C o u n c i l ' s m e e t i n g a t A l g i e r s must n o t be l o s t , and t h e p a r t i e s c o n c e r n e d , 

i n c l u d i n g t h e PLO, s h o u l d d e m o n s t r a t e t h e i r r e a d i n e s s t o t a l k t o each o t h e r i n 
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a c c o r d a n c e w i t h S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n 338 ( 1 9 7 3 ) . That r e s o l u t i o n and 

r e s o l u t i o n 242 (1967) must be o b s e r v e d , t o g e t h e r w i t h the r u l e s o f 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l l a w , i f v i o l e n c e and r e p r e s s i o n were t o end i n t h e o c c u p i e d Arab 

t e r r i t o r i e s . 

43. Mr. ELAMIN (Observer f o r Sudan) s a i d t h a t t h e G e n e r a l A s s e m b l y , a t i t s 

f o r t y - t h i r d s e s s i o n , had a d o p t e d r e s o l u t i o n s by w h i c h i t condemned I s r a e l ' s 

c o n t i n u e d o c c u p a t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e and o t h e r A r a b t e r r i t o r i e s , c a l l e d on I s r a e l 

t o w i t h d r a w from them and r e a f f i r m e d the a p p l i c a b i l i t y o f the F o u r t h Geneva 

C o n v e n t i o n t o the p o p u l a t i o n o f t h o s e t e r r i t o r i e s . I s r a e l , however, i n 

i g n o r i n g d e c i s i o n s a d o p t e d by the A s s e m b l y , the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l and the 

Commission a s w e l l as a p p e a l s by t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l Committee o f t h e Red C r o s s 

( I C R C ) , was c l e a r l y b e n t on s t e p p i n g up i t s v i o l a t i o n o f human r i g h t s and 

i n s t i t u t i n g a s y s t e m a t i c p o l i c y o f o c c u p a t i o n , t h u s c o n t r a v e n i n g t h e 

p r o v i s i o n s o f the í M i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n o f Human R i g h t s , the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

Covenants on Human R i g h t s and a l l t h e s t a n d a r d s o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l l a w . 

44. That g r i m s i t u a t i o n was d e p i c t e d i n the S p e c i a l Committee's r e p o r t 

(A/43/694), p a r t i c u l a r l y i n p a r a g r a p h s 333-580 and 600-606 w h i c h r e c o r d e d o r a l 

e v i d e n c e , and s i n c e the S p e c i a l C o m m i t t e e , though a n e u t r a l b o dy, had been 

p r e v e n t e d from making o n - t h e - s p o t o b s e r v a t i o n s , t h e a c t u a l s i t u a t i o n c o u l d 

w e l l have been even w o r s e . As i t was, i t c l e a r l y v i o l a t e d a r t i c l e 1 o f the 

C h a r t e r , and the deeds r e p o r t e d c o n s t i t u t e d war c r i m e s and c r i m e s a g a i n s t 

h u m a n i t y . I n v i e w o f I s r a e l ' s a r r o g a n t p e r s i s t e n c e i n d e f y i n g i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

s t a n d a r d s and the w o r l d community's a p p e a l s , i t had become i m p e r a t i v e t o 

d e v i s e a more p r a c t i c a l r e s p o n s e t o the s i t u a t i o n i n o r d e r t o r e s t o r e and 

u p h o l d t h e f u n d a m e n t a l human r i g h t s o f p e o p l e who, u n a i d e d and i n d e s p e r a t i o n , 

were d r i v e n t o c o n f r o n t i n g a war machine armed o n l y w i t h s t o n e s . 

4 5 . W i t h r e g a r d t o s t a t e m e n t s made by c e r t a i n p r e v i o u s s p e a k e r s on b e h a l f o f 

non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s , i t was r e a l i z e d t h a t t h e y had been r e q u e s t e d 

t o a v o i d a r o u s i n g c e r t a i n h o r r i b l e memories. A f t e r N i i r n b e r g , e v e ryone had 

t h o u g h t t h a t the w o r l d had s e e n the l a s t o f N a z i - t y p e a t r o c i t i e s and t h a t t h e 

post-war w o r l d would be g o v e r n e d by t h e p r i n c i p l e s a d o p t e d by t h e 

U n i t e d N a t i o n s . I t was a s t o u n d i n g , t h e r e f o r e , t h a t t h o s e who s h o u l d have t h e 

k e e n e s t memories o f N a z i methods s h o u l d t h e m s e l v e s be a p p l y i n g them i n t h e 

o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r i e s * , the m a t t e r was d e e p l y r e g r e t t a b l e but c o u l d n o t be 

condoned or o v e r l o o k e d . The NGOs r e f e r r e d t o would be d o i n g t h e w o r l d a 

g r e a t e r s e r v i c e i f t h e y h e l p e d t o m o b i l i z e i n t e r n a t i o n a l p u b l i c o p i n i o n w i t h a 

v i e w t o a l l e v i a t i n g t h e s u f f e r i n g s i n t h e o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r i e s . 

46. Mr. AL DAHIRI (Observer f o r the U n i t e d Arab E m i r a t e s ) s a i d t h a t i t e m 9 o f 

the COTimission's agenda was o f s p e c i a l i m p o r t a n c e i n t h a t i t s t r e s s e d the l i n k 

between independence and the e x e r c i s e o f a l l o t h e r human r i g h t s , i n c l u d i n g t h e 

r i g h t s t o a hcmeland and t o s o v e r e i g n t y o v e r n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e s as w e l l as t h e 

c i v i l , p o l i t i c a l , eccmomic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s , e n s h r i n e d i n the 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o v e n a n t s . 

47. I s r a e l ' s p o l i c y i n t h e o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r i e s , w i t h a l l t h e r e c o r d e d 

a t t e n d a n t m i s d e e d s , c o n t i n u e d t o v i o l a t e the most b a s i c human r i g h t s as w e l l 

a s a l l i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y r e c o g n i z e d norms o f b e h a v i o u r . The i n t i f a d a h o f t h e 

P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e p r e s e n t e d a r e s o u n d i n g p r o t e s t a g a i n s t t h a t d e n i a l o f 

f u n d a m e n t a l r i g h t s . The S p e c i a l C o n m i t t e e ' s r e p o r t (А/43/694) drew a t t e n t i o n 

t o the c o r e o f I s r a e l ' s p o l i c y i n t h e West Bank, Gaza and G o l a n H e i g h t s . The 

S p e c i a l Ccaunittee had c o n c l u d e d t h a t t h e o c c u p a t i o n was i n i t s e l f a v i o l a t i o n 
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o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n s ' human r i g h t s as w e l l as o f the F o u r t h Geneva C o n v e n t i o n . 

However, t h e deeds committed by t h e I s r a e l i o c c u p y i n g f o r c e s a l s o c o n s t i t u t e d 

war c r i m e s and c r i m e s a g a i n s t h u m a n i t y . 

4 8 . H i s Government r e i t e r a t e d i t s s u p p o r t f o r t h e i n t i f a d a h ; i t welcomed the 

r e c e n t d e c l a r a t i o n , by t h e P a l e s t i n e N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l , o f an i n d e p e n d e n t 

P a l e s t i n i a n S t a t e , and a g a i n e n d o r s e d the c a l l f o r an i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace 

c o n f e r e n c e on the M i d d l e E a s t , w i t h the p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f a l l the p a r t i e s 

c o n c e r n e d , i n c l u d i n g t h e PLO. 

49. The s i t u a t i o n i n s o u t h e r n L e b a n o n , where t h e I s r a e l i o c c u p y i n g f o r c e s 

c o n t i n u e d t o d e p r i v e p e o p l e o f t h e i r human r i g h t s , r emained o f grave c o n c e r n 

t o t he w o r l d community and a s o u r c e o f c o n t i n u a l c r i s i s . H i s Government 

c a l l e d f o r i n t e r n a t i o n a l a c t i o n t o remove the t h r e a t posed by f r a g m e n t a t i o n o f 

t h a t c o u n t r y . 

50. I n South A f r i c a and N a m i b i a , t h e r i g h t o f p e o p l e s t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n 

was b e i n g s t i f l e d by i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d a g g r e s s i o n . H i s c o u n t r y welcomed t h e 

r e c e n t t r i p a r t i t e agreement between S o u t h A f r i c a , A n g o l a and Cuba as a 

p o s i t i v e s t e p towards Namibian i n d e p e n d e n c e , and r e i t e r a t e d i t s s u p p o r t f o r 

t h e Namibian and South A f r i c a n p e o p l e s and t h e i r n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n 

movements. I t u t t e r l y r e j e c t e d the p o l i c y o f a p a r t h e i d ; i t condemned t h e 

c o l l a b o r a t i o n o f the r a c i s t r é gimes o f T e l A v i v and P r e t o r i a , a s a t h r e a t t o 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace and s e c u r i t y , and c a l l e d on a l l c o u n t r i e s t o s e v e r t h e i r 

d e a l i n g s w i t h them. 

5 1 . The Commission's c u r r e n t s e s s i o n was b e i n g h e l d a t a ti m e when t h e 

c l i m a t e i n many p a r t s o f the w o r l d was more a u s p i c i o u s , i n v i e w o f t h e 

p r o g r e s s made i n methods o f s e t t l i n g d i s p u t e s . The U n i t e d N a t i o n s and i t s 

S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l had p l a y e d an e f f e c t i v e r o l e i n s e t t l i n g a number o f complex 

r e g i o n a l p r o b l e m s , s u c h as t h e c o n f l i c t between I r a n and I r a q , w h i c h had been 

r e s o l v e d on the b a s i s o f a S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n . Welcome p r o g r e s s had 

a l s o been made i n A f g h a n i s t a n , C y p r u s , W e s t e r n S a h a r a and Kampuchea. The 

improved c l i m a t e s h o u l d be t a k e n a d v a n t a g e o f t o enhance i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

c o - o p e r a t i o n w i t h a vi e w t o u s h e r i n g i n a new e r a o f r e s p e c t f o r human r i g h t s . 

52. Mr. MOUKHTAR ( O b s e r v e r , O r g a n i z a t i o n o f A f r i c a n U n i t y ) s a i d he welcomed 

th e p r e s e n c e i n t h e Commission o f r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f t h e freedom f i g h t e r s o f 

SWATO, ANC and PAC as w e l l as those o f P a l e s t i n e . The i n t i f a d a h w hich had 

g i v e n a new impetus t o t h e freedom s t r u g g l e o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e , was i n 

the p r o c e s s o f p u t t i n g an end t o the I s r a e l i o c c u p a t i o n o f the Ara b 

t e r r i t o r i e s . Y a s s e r A r a f a t , t h e PLO l e a d e r , had s t a t e d i n t h e 

P a l a i s des N a t i o n s t h a t he was p r e p a r e d t o e n t e r i n t o a peace p r o c e s s w i t h i n 

the framework o f a com p r e h e n s i v e s e t t l e m e n t o f t h e M i d d l e E a s t q u e s t i o n . 

C o n s e q u e n t l y , i t was f o r the I s r a e l i a u t h o r i t i e s t o s e i z e t h a t unique 

o p p o r t u n i t y f o r a d e f i n i t i v e s e t t l e m e n t o f a human t r a g e d y w h i c h had l a s t e d 

a l l t o o l o n g . 

5 3 . The OAU had i n c l u d e d i n i t s C h a r t e r t h e e l i m i n a t i o n o f r a c i s m and 

c o l o n i a l i s m i n a l l i t s forms as a p r i o r i t y o b j e c t i v e and has thus welcomed, 

t h r o u g h i t s S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l , t h e q u a d r i p a r t i t e agreement as a happy 

c o n c l u s i o n o f the l e n g t h y and h e r o i c s t r u g g l e o f l i b e r a t i o n waged by the 

Namibian p e o p l e under t h e l e a d e r s h i p o f SWATO and o f the r e s i s t a n c e by t h e 

v a l i a n t A n g olan p e o p l e t o r a c i s t S outh A f r i c a . 
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54. Everyone was aware o f the inhumane n a t u r e o f t h e South A f r i c a n r é g i m e , 

which a d m i n i s t e r e d the Namibian t e r r i t o r y by d e f y i n g a l l e l e m e n t a r y s t a n d a r d s 

o f l a w : c u r f e w s , s t a t e o f emergency, a r b i t r a r y a r r e s t s , t o r t u r e , murder and 

t e r r o r i s m were some o f the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f the o c c u p y i n g Power's 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e p o l i c y i n N a m i b i a . The P r e t o r i a régime had i n t h e t e r r i t o r y 

w h i c h i t was i l l e g a l l y o c c u p y i n g a m i l i t a r y and p a r a m i l i t a r y a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 

s t r u c t u r e w h i c h c o n t i n u e d t o promote d i s c o r d and c i v i l war a m i d s t the Namibian 

p o p u l a t i o n . 

5 5 . As t h e OAU S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l had s t a t e d , i t was most r e g r e t t a b l e t h a t t h e 

S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l was c u r r e n t l y p l a c i n g emphasis on the f i n a n c i a l a s p e c t o f the 

Namibian independence p r o c e s s , t o t h e d e t r i m e n t o f t h e p o l i t i c a l o b j e c t i v e s 

a s s i g n e d t o the e l e c t o r a l o p e r a t i o n s . 

5 6 . The U n i t e d N a t i o n s had a d i r e c t r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o implement t h e p r o c e s s 

o f the independence o f Namibia on the b a s i s o f S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l 

r e s o l u t i o n 435 ( 1 9 7 8 ) , w h i c h e s t a b l i s h e d the p o l i t i c o - a d m i n i s t r a t i v e m a c h i n e r y 

f o r Namibia's a c c e s s i o n t o i n d e p e n d e n c e , and he w i s h e d t o emphasize the need 

f o r t h e O r g a n i z a t i o n t o e x e r c i s e more c a u t i o n i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h t h e 

i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f t h a t r e s o l u t i o n . The'OAU had e x p r e s s e d i t s s e r i o u s c o n c e r n 

a b o u t the r e c e n t recommendations made by t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l 

w i t h a v i e w t o r e d u c i n g the number o f m i l i t a r y p e r s o n n e l o f the U n i t e d N a t i o n s 

T r a n s i t i o n A s s i s t a n c e Group (UNTAG) e n t r u s t e d w i t h t h e s u p e r v i s i o n o f t h e 

Namibian independence p r o c e s s . I n 1978, i n f a c t a t the time o f the a d o p t i o n 

o f t h e r e s o l u t i o n , p o l i t i c a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n s o f the r e g u l a r i t y , freedom and 

c r e d i b i l i t y o f the proposed e l e c t i o n s i n Namibia had produced the f i g u r e o f 

7,500 p e r s o n s t o s u p e r v i s e t h o s e o p e r a t i o n s , t h e c o s t t h e r e o f b e i n g t h e 

l o g i c a l consequence o f the p o l i t i c a l d e c i s i o n . 

5 7 . The OAU t h u s u r g e d the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l o f t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s t o p u r s u e 

h i s e f f o r t s w i t h a v i e w t o e n s u r i n g t h a t the o b j e c t i v e s o f t h e r e s o l u t i o n were 

r e s p e c t e d . O t h e r w i s e , i t was h i g h l y l i k e l y t h a t N a m i b i a would accede t o 

independence i n c o i d i t i o n s w h i c h were n e i t h e r f r e e , r e g u l a r nor d e m o c r a t i c . 

5 8 . The S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l o f h i s O r g a n i z a t i o n had a l s o warned the permanent 

members o f the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l o f the need t o e n s u r e t h a t the d e c o l c M i i z a t i o n 

o f N a m i b i a , w h i c h had been under t h e l e g a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f the 

U n i t e d N a t i o n s f o r the l a s t 22 y e a r s , d i d n o t p l u n g e the young n a t i o n i n t o a 

new p e r i o d o f d i f f i c u l t i e s , t h e f i n a n c i a l i m p l i c a t i o n s o f w h i c h - f o r t h e 

u n i t e d N a t i o n s and f o r the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community a t l a r g e - would be t o t a l l y 

incommensurate w i t h t h e f i n a n c i a l e f f o r t c u r r e n t l y r e q u i r e d f o r t h e 

i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n 435 ( 1 9 7 8 ) . 

5 9 . The South A f r i c a n l e a d e r s were d e e p l y c o n c e r n e d a t t h e a c c e s s i o n o f 

Namibia t o independence under the l e a d e r s h i p o f i t s s o l e l e g i t i m a t e 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e , SWATO, because t h e y knew t h a t t h a t e v e n t would h e l p t o 

i n t e n s i f y the s t r u g g l e f o r l i b e r a t i o n o f the ANC, PAC and o t h e r d e m o c r a t i c 

f o r c e s w i t h i n t h e t e r r i t o r y o f South A f r i c a . 

60. The OAU d i d n o t b e l i e v e t h a t the d i p l o m a t i c a c t i o n s o f P r e t o r i a t o break 

o u t o f i t s i s o l a t i o n and t o g i v e a p a r t h e i d a human image had had any e f f e c t on 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l p u b l i c o p i n i o n . A p a r t h e i d c o u l d n o t be r e f o r m e d . I t was an 

e v i l t h a t must be e r a d i c a t e d . 
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6 1 . Mr. EL-HAJJE (Observer f o r L e b a n o n ) , s p e a k i n g i n e x e r c i s e o f the r i g h t o f 

r e p l y , s a i d t h a t r e c e n t e v e n t s i n t h e M i d d l e E a s t b e l i e d t h e c o n t e n t i o n by t h e 

Observer f o r I s r a e l , a t t h e Commission's p r e v i o u s m e e t i n g , t h a t I s r a e l 

r e s p e c t e d the F o u r t h Geneva C o n v e n t i o n o f 1949; i n d e e d , t h e a c t i o n s o f 

I s r a e l i f o r c e s i n South Lebanon, n o t t o m e n t i o n t h o s e e l s e w h e r e , f l a g r a n t l y 

v i o l a t e d a r t i c l e 49 o f t h a t i n s t r u m e n t , t o w h i c h I s r a e l was a s i g n a t o r y . I n 

the space o f o n e y e a r , the I s r a e l i a u t h o r i t i e s had e x p e l l e d some 

50 P a l e s t i n i a n s from t h e i r homeland t o Lebanon, and I s r a e l ' s o c c u p a t i o n f o r c e s 

i n s o u t h e r n Lebanon c o n t i n u e d t o e x p e l Lebanese c i t i z e n s o r i m p r i s o n them i n 

d e t e n t i o n camps. O n l y t h e p r e v i o u s day f o u r t e a c h e r s and a headmaster had 

been e x p e l l e d , thus d e p r i v i n g c h i l d r e n o f t h e r i g h t t o e d u c a t i o n e n s h r i n e d i n 

the UNESCO c o n v e n t i o n s . 

62. The I s r a e l i a u t h o r i t i e s were a l s o d e p r i v i n g t h o s e i m p r i s o n e d i n t h e 

d e t e n t i o n camps o f t h e i r r i g h t s under the T h i r d and F o u r t h Geneva 

C o n v e n t i o n s ; a c c o r d i n g t o t h e r e p o r t by t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l Committee o f the 

Red C r o s s , i t s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s had been p r e v e n t e d from v i s i t i n g the d e t a i n e e s . 

63. Mr. GLAIEL (Observer f o r t h e S y r i a n A r a b R e p u b l i c ) , s p e a k i n g i n e x e r c i s e 

o f the r i g h t o f r e p l y , s a i d t h a t t h e Commission had h e a r d unanimous 

condemnation o f the Z i o n i s t s ' c o n t r a v e n t i o n o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l law i n t h e 

o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r i e s , and a l l s p e a k e r s had c o n f i r m e d the a p p l i c a b i l i t y o f the 

Geneva C o n v e n t i o n s t o t h e s i t u a t i o n t h e r e . However, i n h i s r e p l y , t h e 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f the Z i o n i s t e n t i t y had r e f e r r e d , i n t e r a l i a , t o the words o f 

the t e r r o r i s t S h a m i r , who had q u e s t i o n e d the u s e f u l n e s s o f an i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

c o n f e r e n c e on peace i n the M i d d l e E a s t , and i n d e e d the v a l u e o f t h e Commission 

i t s e l f . D o u b t l e s s such a c o n f e r e n c e would n o t s e r v e t h e Z i o n i s t s ' 

e x p a n s i o n i s t p o l i c i e s ; and t h e i r i n t r a n s i g e n c e came as no s u r p r i s e t o t h e i r 

n e i g h b o u r s , who remembered t h e k i l l i n g s a t S a b r a and C h a t i l a and many o t h e r 

deeds committed p u r s u a n t t o a p o l i c y o f g e n o c i d e . 

64. T h a t r e p r e s e n t a t i v e was h a r d l y e n t i t l e d t o speak about t e r r o r i s m when 

Mossad, h i s own e n t i t y ' s a g e n c y , was i m p l i c a t e d i n a c t s o f t e r r o r i s m , 

i n c l u d i n g the r e c e n t a i r d i s a s t e r a t L o c k e r b i e . D e s p i t e the Z i c x i i s t s ' 

campaign o f m i s i n f o r m a t i o n , a number o f e v e n t s , i n c l u d i n g a r e c e n t s t a t e m e n t 

by t h e J e w i s h Defence League c l a i m i n g r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , t h e p r e s e n c e o f Z i o n i s t s 

a t the c r a s h s i t e t r y i n g t o c o l l e c t d e b r i s , a s t a t e m e n t by i n t e l l i g e n c e 

s o u r c e s i n t h e F e d e r a l R e p u b l i c o f Germany t h a t t h e y p o s s e s s e d a l i s t o f names 

o f p e r s o n s known t o have a s s o c i a t i o n s w i t h Mossad, and the c r i s i s w i t h i n 

Mossad i t s e l f a f t e r t h e d i s a s t e r f o l l o w i n g a r e p o r t i n The Times t h e p r e v i o u s 

week, showed t h a t the Z i o n i s t s were i m p l i c a t e d i n t h a t t e r r o r i s t a c t . The 

S y r i a n M i n i s t e r o f I n f o r m a t i o n had c h a l l e n g e d anyone t o produce e v i d e n c e of 

S y r i a n i n v o l v e m e n t . I n a d d i t i o n , the I t a l i a n a u t h o r i t i e s had reopened t h e i r 

f i l e s r e l a t i n g t o an a i r c r a s h i n 1973 i n which Mossad i n v o l v e m e n t was 

s u s p e c t e d ; p e o p l e i n g l a s s houses s h o u l d n o t throw s t o n e s . 

6 5 . Mr. RAMLAWI (Observer f o r P a l e s t i n e ) , s p e a k i n g i n e x e r c i s e o f the r i g h t 

o f r e p l y , s a i d t h a t a t the p r e v i o u s m e e t i n g , the O b s e r v e r f o r I s r a e l had 

a c c u s e d the P a l e s t i n e L i b e r a t i o n O r g a n i z a t i o n o f t e r r o r i s m and had c i t e d a 

number o f i n c i d e n t s , but had f a i l e d t o produce the s l i g h t e s t e v i d e n c e o f any 

PLO i n v o l v e m e n t w h a t s o e v e r . Ever s i n c e i t s i n c e p t i o n , t h e PLO had denounced 

t e r r o r i s m . 
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6 6 . The O b s erver f o r I s r a e l had a l s o spoken o f e v e n t s i n t h e o c c u p i e d 

t e r r i t o r i e s , b u t had n o t once mentioned the c r i m e s the o c c u p y i n g f o r c e s were 

c o m m i t t i n g d a i l y a g a i n s t the P a l e s t i n i a n p o p u l a t i o n . The w o r l d community had 

l e a r n e d enough from r e p o r t s from many s o u r c e s and from s c e n e s a c t u a l l y 

s c r e e n e d on t e l e v i s i o n , t o know t h a t t h e c r i m e s b e i n g committed were no t 

d i r e c t e d s i m p l y a t one s e c t i o n o f the p o p u l a c e . The p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f c h i l d r e n 

i n the u p r i s i n g was n o t , a s t h e O b s e r v e r f o r I s r a e l had c o n t e n d e d , because 

they were f o r c e d i n t o d e m o n s t r a t i o n s b u t because the e n t i r e p o p u l a t i o n was 

w h o l e h e a r t e d l y opposed t o f o r e i g n o c c u p a t i o n and would r e s i s t i t unto d e a t h . 

67. The I s r a e l i s were t h r o w i n g t e a r - g a s bombs i n t o mosques and homes, t h e r e b y 

c a u s i n g women t o have m i s c a r r i a g e s . They were a f r a i d t h a t t h e women would 

g i v e b i r t h t o c h i l d r e n who would grow up and throw s t o n e s a t them. W i t h 

r e g a r d t o the d e n i a l by t h e O b s e r v e r f o r I s r a e l t h a t t h e o c c u p a t i o n f o r c e s 

were t h r o w i n g gas bombs i n t o e n c l o s e d p l a c e s , he would l i k e t o know h i s 

r e a c t i o n t o the r e p o r t by Amnesty I n t e r n a t i o n a l w h i c h c o n f i r m e d the 

a l l e g a t i o n s . I n c i d e n t a l l y , the U n i t e d N a t i o n s had a d o p t e d r e s o l u t i o n s 

condemning the use o f t e a r - g a s bonbs i n e n c l o s e d p l a c e s . He would a l s o l i k e 

t o know what the I s r a e l i r e p r e s e n t a t i v e c o u l d say i n r e p l y t o the c o n f i r m a t i o n 

o f t h o s e i n c i d e n t s i n t h e S p e c i a l Cranmittee's r e p o r t (A/43/694). 

68. As f o r the c l a i m , by the O b s e r v e r f o r I s r a e l t h a t h i s Government was 

c o m p l y i n g w i t h t h e Geneva C o n v e n t i o n s , a t t e n t i o n s h o u l d be drawn t o t h e 

s t a t e m e n t made by the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Committee o f the Red C r o s s , i n 

J a n u a r y 1989, condemning I s r a e l ' s c o n t i n u e d v i o l a t i o n o f t h e Geneva 

C o n v e n t i o n s , and e s p e c i a l l y o f the F o u r t h Geneva C o n v e n t i o n . 

69. The PLO had embarked on a c l e a r peace i n i t i a t i v e . I s r a e l ' s r e a c t i o n t o 

t h a t i n i t i a t i v e had been t o e s c a l a t e the k i l l i n g s and o t h e r c r i m i n a l a c t s 

c ommitted a g a i n s t the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e and t o i n c r e a s e i t s o p p o s i t i o n t o the 

i d e a o f an i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace c o n f e r e n c e . He wondered i f the O b s e r v e r f o r 

I s r a e l c o u l d t e l l him why I s r a e l was a f r a i d o f t h e c o n v e n i n g o f an 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace c o n f e r e n c e on the M i d d l e E a s t . 

70. I n r e f e r r i n g t o t h e e v e n t s t a k i n g p l a c e i n t h e o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r i e s , t h e 

u n i t e d S t a t e s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e had s a i d t h a t b o t h p a r t i e s were engaging i n 

v i o l e n c e . T h a t was n o t t r u e . The k i l l e r c o u l d n o t be e q u a t e d w i t h t h e 

v i c t i m . An unarmed c h i l d was n o t the e q u i v a l e n t o f an armed s o l d i e r who f i r e d 

a t the c h i l d because he was t h r o w i n g s t o n e s . The U n i t e d S t a t e s d e l e g a t i o n 

a d v o c a t e d a b a l a n c e d and j u s t r e s o l u t i o n , b u t the s t a t e m e n t made by i t s 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e a t the c u r r e n t m e e t i n g had n o t been b a l a n c e d . I n s p e a k i n g o f 

the r i g h t o f p e o p l e s t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , t h a t r e p r e s e n t a t i v e had r e f e r r e d , 

i n t e r a l i a , t o Kampuchea and South A f r i c a , b u t had made no m ention a t a l l o f 

the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e who were d y i n g i n the cause o f s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . 

7 1 . M r . OMAR (Observer f o r t h e L i b y a n A r a b J a m a h i r i y a ) , s p e a k i n g i n e x e r c i s e 

o f the r i g h t o f r e p l y , s a i d t h a t t h e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f t h e r a c i s t Z i c m i s t 

e n t i t y reminded him o f M u s a y l i m a , a p e r s o n renowned f o r t e l l i n g l i e s . The 

Z i o n i s t r e p r e s e n t a t i v e had c l a i m e d t h a t t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e had t o be 

c o m p e l l e d t o r e s i s t i n v a s i o n and o c c u p a t i o n , t h a t s h o p k e e p e r s had been f o r c e d 

t o c l o s e t h e i r s h o p s , f a c t o r y managers o r d e r e d t o c l o s e t h e i r f a c t o r i e s and 

s t u d e n t s encouraged t o abandon t h e i r s t u d i e s . The r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f t h e 

Z i o n i s t e n t i t y had p r o v i d e d a g r e a t d e a l o f m i s l e a d i n g i n f o r m a t i o n c o n c e r n i n g 

t h e measures t a k e n by t h e e n t i t y . No one would b e l i e v e t h e o b v i o u s l i e s o f 

the r a c i s t e n t i t y . 
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72. The r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f the Z i o n i s t e n t i t y a l s o c l a i m e d t h a t L i b y a and 

S y r i a were i n v o l v e d i n d e s t r u c t i o n o f an a i r c r a f t o v e r S c o t l a n d . However, 

t h e r e were s u s p i c i o n s c o n c e r n i n g Mossad's i n v o l v e m e n t i n t h a t i n c i d e n t , s i n c e 

t h e d e s t r u c t i o n o f t h e a i r c r a f t had been i n t h e Z i o n i s t i n t e r e s t . 

73. There was h a r d l y any need f o r h i s d e l e g a t i o n t o r e f u t e the l i e s o f t h e 

Z i c x i i s t e n t i t y : l i e s , d e c e p t i o n and t e r r o r i s m were mentioned i n the 

F i r s t P r o t o c o l o f the E l d e r s o f Z i o n , which combined s t a t e m e n t s such as "our 

r i g h t s l i e i n f o r c e , w h i c h must be our g u i d i n g p r i n c i p l e . ... A l l means o f 

v i o l e n c e and d e c e p t i o n ... M i l i t a r i s t v i o l e n c e a l o n e i s a p r i n c i p a l f a c t o r i n 

the f o r c e o f the S t a t e and we must adhere t o a p o l i c y o f v i o l e n c e and 

d e c e p t i o n n o t o n l y because i t i s i n our i n t e r e s t b u t a l s o because i t i s o u r 

d u t y w i t h a view t o v i c t o r y " . 

74. M r . KASRAWI (Observer f o r J o r d a n ) , s p e a k i n g i n e x e r c i s e o f the r i g h t o f 

r e p l y , s a i d t h a t the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f I s r a e l had once a g a i n s t c l a i m e d , i n h i s 

s t a t e m e n t a t the p r e v i o u s m e e t i n g , t h a t the Emergency Defense R e g u l a t i o n s 

o f 1945 had s t i l l been i n f o r c e i n the West Bank when I s r a e l had o c c u p i e d the 

a r e a by f o r c e i n i t s war o f a g g r e s s i o n o f 1967. The J o r d a n i a n d e l e g a t i o n had 

p r e v i o u s l y d e m o n s t r a t e d t h a t t h o s e r e g u l a t i o n s were n o t p a r t o f J o r d a n i a n law 

and had never been, h a v i n g been r e p e a l e d by t h e a p p r o p r i a t e J o r d a n i a n 

l e g i s l a t i o n . 

7 5 . He drew a t t e n t i o n t o t h e s t a t e m e n t i n a s t u d y u n d e r t a k e n by t h e 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l Commission o f J u r i s t s e n t i t l e d The West Bank and the R u l e o f Law 

t h a t , a f t e r t h e merger o f t h e West Bank w i t h t h e E a s t Bank i n 1950, t h e 

d e f e n c e r e g u l a t i o n s were c o n s i d e r e d r e p e a l e d and were n e v e r used i n t h e 

West Bank. The s t u d y went on t o say t h a t b o t h i n t h e o r y and i n p r a c t i c e , 

t h e r e f o r e , the r e g u l a t i o n s were r e g a r d e d as r e p e a l e d i n J o r d a n . 

7 6 . I s r a e l had r e a c t i v a t e d t h o s e r e g u l a t i o n s i n o r d e r t o d e m o l i s h P a l e s t i n i a n 

h o u s e s , p l a c e p e r s o n s under a d m i n i s t r a t i v e d e t e n t i o n and e x p e l them from t h e i r 

homeland. When the Mandatory A u t h o r i t y had i n t r o d u c e d the r e g u l a t i o n s , t h e y 

had been met w i t h p r o t e s t s by t h e P a l e s t i n e J e w s , who had d e s c r i b e d them as 

c r u e l , r e p r e s s i v e and inhumane. However, I s r a e l f ound i t c u r r e n t l y q u i t e 

a c c e p t a b l e t o a p p l y a g a i n s t t h e P a l e s t i n i a n s the same r e g u l a t i o n s t h a t had 

been deemed u n f i t f o r a p p l i c a t i o n by o t h e r s a g a i n s t i t s own p e o p l e . That 

r e v e a l e d a d o u b l e s t a n d a r d o f j u s t i c e . The I s r a e l i o c c u p a t i o n a u t h o r i t i e s 

v i e w e d the P a l e s t i n i a n s as a p e o p l e who c o u l d be v i l i f i e d and dehumanized a t 

w i l l . 

The meeting r o s e a t 5.25 p.m. 
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