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Letter dated 8 March 1977 froia the Permanent Representative 
of Egypt to the United Nations O f f i c e at Geneva addreaseá 

to the Chairman .of the Comaiiss.lon..on Human Ri^i^ta 

I have the honour to transmit to you herewith the text of an o f f i c i a l 
cofflBiuniqué, issued Ъу the Egyptian Ministry of Foreign Affairs on 26 February 1977» 
concerning the situation i n the occupied Arab territories аш a result of Israel's 
persistence i n carrying out changes i n those t e r r i t o r i e s and in imposing measuxee 
designed to alter their geographic character and their demographic composition. 

I should he grateful i f you would have this text circulated as a document of 
the Commission on Human R l ^ t s under agenda item 4 , Question of the violation of 
human rights in the territories occupied as a result of h o s t i l i t i e s i n the 
Middle East. 

Accept, Sir, etfc'. 

(Signed) Omran EL-SHAPEI 
Ambassador 

Perasne'it Representative 

C^. 77-5593 
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PERMâHENT fflSSION 
OP THE 

ARAB HEPUBLIC OF EGYPT 

PRESS RELEASE 

ТЕКТ OP THE OFFICIAL COMMUNIQUE, ISSUED BY THE EGYPTIAN MINISTRY 
OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS ON 26 FEBRUARY 197?, CONCERNING THE SITUATION 
IN THE OCCUPIED ARAB TERRITORIES AS A RESULT OF ISRAEL'S 
PERSISTENCE IN CARRYING OUT CHANGES IN THOSE TERRITORIES AND IN 
IMPOSING MEASURES DESIGNED TO ALTER THEIR GEOGRAPHIC CHARACTER 
AND THEIR DEMOGRAPHIC COMPOSITION 
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The Deputy Prime M i n i s t e r and M i n i s t e r f o r F o r e i g n A f f a i r s i s f o l l o w i n g with 
deep concern the reports coming from the occupied t e r r i t o r i e s concerning the 
pers is tence of the I s r a e l i occupation a u t h o r i t i e s i n pursuing t h e i r p r a c t i s e s i n 
v i o l a t i o n of the r u l e s of i n t e r n a t i o n a l law, the p r i n c i p l e s of the Charter of the 
U n i t e d Nations and the p r o v i s i o n s of r e s o l u t i o n s of the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l and the 
General Assembly of the U n i t e d Nations and of other bodies of the world O r g a n i z a t i o n . 

The Deputy P i .me M i n i s t e r and M i n i s t e r f o r F o r e i g n A f f a i r s considers that the 
p o l i c y of e s t a b l i s h i n g sett lements , as wel l as the o f f i c i a l plans of the I s r a e l i 
Government and of the world Z i o n i s t o r g a n i z a t i o n to e s t a b l i s h , by the end of 1977» 
29 new.,settlements which would be a d d i t i o n a l to the 15 settlements a l ready planned 
i n the E g y p t i a n - P a l e s t i n i a n f r o n t i e r areas, the deporta t ion of more than 1,500 
n a t i v e jfemiliea of the occupied t e r r i t o r i e s and the t r a n s f e r to those t e r r i t o r i e s 
of 2,000 Jewish f a m i l i e s from abroad f o r settlement i n the occupied Arab 
t e r r i t o r i e s - that a l l these p r a c t i c e s cons t i tu te a p o l i c y of very grave i n t e n t 
which w i l l threaten peace e f f o r t s i n the r e g i o n and have dangerous consequences f o r 
the prospects of a c h i e v i n g peace i t s e l f . 

I t should be noted that more than 70 I s r a e l i settlements have been e s t a b l i s h e d 
i n the three occupied t e r r i t o r i e s . More than 45 of these settlements have been 
e s t a b l i s h e d i n P a l e s t i n i a n t e r r i t o r y (the West Bank and Gaza) more than 20 on the 
S y r i a n heights and approximately 15 i n S i n a i . A l l t h i s i s i n a d d i t i o n to the 
m i l i t a r y bases which I s r a e l i s c o n t i n u i n g to b u i l d i n the occupied t e r r i t o r i e s . 

The establishment of settlements was not the only a c t i o n taken. At the same 
time, other measures were taken a f f e c t i n g the status of Jerusalem and the other 
fundamental r i g h t s of the Arab people of the occupied t e r r i t o r i e s , i n c l u d i n g , f o r 
example, the deporta t ion and removal of the i n h a b i t a n t s , the e x p l o i t a t i o n of n a t u r a l 
wealth, the p i l l a g e of a r c h a e l o g i c a l assets , the e x p l o i t a t i o n of Arab workers, and 
var ious other measures taken by the occupation a u t h o r i t i e s which have been confirmed 
by the i n t e r n a t i o n a l commissions of i n q u i r y and condemned by the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
community. 

The oonidurLiqué unanimously adopted by the S e c u r i t y Counci l on 11 November 1976 
and the r e s o l u t i o n s adopted d u r i n g the present sess ion of the Commission on 
Human Rights are the most recent expression of t h i s p o s i t i o n of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
community. 

I n s p i t e of the unanimous p o s i t i o n of the General Assembly of the U n i t e d Nat ions , 
the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l and the Commission on Human Rights r e c o g n i z i n g the a p p l i c a b i l i t y 
of the Four th Geneva Convention i n the occupied Arab t e r r i t o r i e s , and despite the 
firmness of t h i s p o s i t i o n which i s based on the f a c t that the occupation cons t i tu tes 
a temporary s i t u a t i o n and that no measures may be taken that a l t e r the s i t u a t i o n or 
hamper the achievement of a settlement which would put an end to the occupation and 
res tore r i g h t s , I s r a e l i s pursuing i t s p o l i c y and plans based on the establishment 
of settlements and aimed at a c h i e v i n g I s r a e l i expansion and domination. 
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I n view of t h i s s i t u a t i o n and i t s consequences, of which the Deputy-
Prime M i n i s t e r and M i n i s t e r f o r Foreign. A f f a i r s has repeatedly warned the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l community, most r e c e n t l y i n h i s communiqué i s s u e d on l 6 Fehruáry'1977 
and c i r c u l a t e d as-a document of the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l , the only course remainirigy 
should I s r a e l p e r s i s t i n c a r r y i n g out i t s plans, wou-ld be recourse to the 
S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l a,s the p r i n c i p a l U nited Nations organ r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the 
maintenance of peace and i n t e r n a t i o n a l sècui?ity, w i t h the request that i t consider 
the matter with a view to f i n d i n g a d e f i n i t i v e s o l u t i o n . 

;Th« Deputy Prime M i n i s t e r and M i n i s t e r f o r F o r e i g n Íffáirs-hás emphasized that 
i t i s I s r a e l .which w i l l bear the f u l l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y for?; i t s actibns^ and f o r t h e i r 
long-term consequences, a c t i o n s which are e s s e n t i a l l y dési^iéá-:to\hamper e f f o r t s to 
achieve-a'peaceful settlement. 

The p e r s i s t e n c e of t h i s I s r a e l i p o l i c y i s proof of the expansionist aims of 
I s r a e l , . i t s . c h a l l e n g e to world p u b l i c p p i n i o n and i t s r e f u s a l to conform to the 
r u l e s of i n t e r n a t i o n a l law and to assume i t s o b l i g a t i o n s under the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Conventions. 

Should I s r a e l not put an end to i t s a c t i v i t i e s i n the f i e l d of establishment 
of settlements and not r e f r a i n from i n s i s t i n g on a l t e r i n g the demographic 
composition of the A r a b - t e r r i t o r i e s which i t i s . o c c u p y i n g by f o r c e , the whole 
questioî^lwould^.again: hay.e to be brought before the S e c u r i t y C o t l n c i l , so that t h e ' 
l a t t e r might take the necessary enforcement a c t i o n i n order f o r t h w i t h to prevent 
I s r a e l from, c o n t i n u i n g these p r a c t i c e s , which haye been denoxmced by world p u b l i c 
o p i n i o n . 




