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•Note by the Secretary-General 
1. In i t s r e s o l u t i o n 12 (XXXIl) of 5 March I976 concerning the st a t u s of the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenants on Human Rig h t s , the Commission on Human Rights took note of 
the f a c t that the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on Economic, S o c i a l and C u l t u r a l Rights had 
entered i n t o f o r c e on 3 January I976 and that the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on C i v i l and 
P o l i t i c a l Rights and the Optional P r o t o c o l thereto had already been r a t i f i e d by the 
req u i r e d number of States and would enter i n t o f o r c e on 23 March 1976. The Commission 
i n v i t e d a l l Member States to consider the question of the r a t i f i c a t i o n of the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenants on Human Rights i n the near f u t u r e , and requested the 
Secretary-General to inform the Commission at each s e s s i o n of any'new developments w i t h 
regard.to r a t i f i c a t i o n and implementation of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenants. The present 
note was prepared i n response to that request. 

2. Por the purpose o f gathering relevant data on the matter, the Secretary-General, 
i n a note verbale dated 15 June 1976, i n v i t e d a l l States Members of the United Nations 
or members of the s p e c i a l i z e d agencies or p a r t i e s to the Statute of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Court of J u s t i c e to send him before 30 November I976 any in f o r m a t i o n as to the steps 
they might have talcer o r envisaged vrith a v i - w to r a t i f y i n g or icceding to the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenants on Human Ri g h t s . As of 31 December 1976, the Í3ecretary-General 
had re c e i v e d r e p l i e s from the f o l l o v d n g Governments: -Austria, Belgium, Prance, Guatemala, 
I t a l y , L i b e r i a , L i e c h t e n s t e i n , Netherlands, New Zealand, Senegal, T r i n i d a d and Tobago, 
United States of America and Venezuela. The rel e v a n t passages of substantive r e p l i e s 
are reproduced i n annex I . 

3. Since the adoption of the Commission's r e s o l u t i o n , the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenants on 
Human Rights were r a t i f i e d by the United Idngdom of Great B r i t a i n and Northern I r e l a n d 
on 20 May 1976 and signed by Panama on 27 J u l y I976, by Spain on 28 September 1976 and 
by P o r t u g a l on 7 October I976. In a d d i t i o n , Canada, on 19 May I976, the United Republic 
of Tanzania, on 11 June 1976, Z a i r e , on 1 November I976 and Surinam o n 28 December 1976, 
acceded to the Covenants. As a r e s u l t , on 3I December 1976, 42 States had become p a r t i e s 
to the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on Economic, S o c i a l and C u l t u r a l Rights and 40 States p a r t i e s 
to the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l R i g h t s . The l i s t of States that 
had signed, r a t i f i e d or acceded to the Covenants, as w e l l as the dates of t h e i r s i g n a t u r e , 
r a t i f i c a t i o n o r accession, may be found i n annexes I I and I I I . 
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4. I n a d d i t i o n , the United Kingdom of Great B r i t a i n and Northern I r e l a n d made 
the d e c l a r a t i o n under a r t i c l e 41 of'thé i n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on C i v i l and' 
T o l i t i c a l Rights which recognizes the competence of the Human Rights Committee to 
r e c e i v e and consider communications 'to t h e ; e f f e c t that a State p a r t y claims that 
another State p a r t y i s not f u l f i l l i n g i t s ^ o b l i g a t i o n s under the s a i d -Covenant. , 
The Governments of Den-mark, F i n l a n d , the Federal Republic of Germany, Norway and , 
Sweden had p r e v i o u s l y made such d e c l a r a t i o n s . The Committee w i l l become competent 
to e x e r c i s e the f u n c t i o n s provided f o r under a r t i c l e 41 when at l e a s t 10 States 
p a r t i e s to the Co.enant have made such a a e c l a r a i i o n . 

5. Moreover, Canada on 19 May 1976, Z a i r e on 1 November 1976 and Surinam on 
28 December 1976 acceded to the Optional P r o t o c o l to the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on 
C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l R i g h t s , which was also signed by I t a l y on 30 A p r i l 1976, by 
Panama on 22 J u l y 1976, r.nd by Venezuela on 15 November 1976. As of 31 December 1976, 
15 States have become p a r t i e s to the Optional P r o t o c o l , which entered i n t o f o r c e on 
23 March 19760 The l i s t o f S t a t e s that had signed,- r a t i f i e d o r acceded to the 
O p t i o n a l P r o t o c o l , as w e l l as the dates of t h e i r signature.- r a t i f i c a t i o n o r 
a c c e s s i o n , may be found i n annex 14. 

6. A f t e r the entry i n t o f o r c e of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on Economic, S o c i a l 
and C u l t u r a l R i g h t s and i n accordance w i t h the p r o v i s i o n s of part ( a r t i c l e s l6-25) 
t h e r e o f , the Economic and S o c i a l Coun.cil, at i t s s i x t i e t h session, considered the 
procedures f o r the implementation of that Covenant. I n i t s r e s o l u t i o n 1938 (LX) 
of 11 May.1976 (see annex V), the Economic and S o c i a l C o u n c i l expressed i t s 
a p p r e c i a t i o n to the Gomjiission on Human R i g h t s , the s p e c i a l i z e d agencies concerned 
and other o r g a n i z a t i o n s of the United Nations system f o r t h e i r readiness to 
co-operate i n the implementation of the Covenant. I n accordance with a r t i c l e 17 
of the Covenant, the C o u n c i l e s t a b l i s h e d the f o l l o w i n g programme under which the 
States p a r t i e s to the Covenant would f u r n i s h i n b i e n n i a l stages the r e p o r t s 
r e f e r r e d to i n a r t i c l e I6 t h e r e o f ; f i r s t stage, r i g h t s covered by a r t i c l e s 6-9; 
second stage, r i g h t s covered by a r t i c l e s 10-12; t h i r d stage, r i g h t s covered by 
a r t i c l e s 13-15- The C o u n c i l requested the States p a r t i e s to the Covenant, i n 
r e p o r t i n g under t h i s programme, to give f u l l a t t e n t i o n to the p r i n c i p l e s contained 
i n pa.rts I and I I - a r t i c l e s 1 to 5 - of the Covenant. 

7. The Council i n v i t e d the States p a r t i e s to the Covenant to submit to the . 
Secretary-.General r e p o r t s on the r i g h t s included i n the f i r s t stage of the programme 
by 1 September 1977; 'ЗХ).а r e p o r t s on the subsequent stages at o i e n r i a l i n t e r v a l s 
tb.ereafter. The C r u n c i l c a l l e d upon the s p e c i a l i z e d agencies to submit to i t 
repo.rts on the progress made i n achieving the observance of the p r o v i s i o n s of the 
Covenant f a l l i n g w i t h i n the scope of t h e i r a c t i v i t i e s . The r e p o r t s on the r i g h t s 
i n c l u d e d i n the f i r s t stage of the programme should be t r a n s m i t t e d by 
1 December 1977; pnd the r e p o r t s on the subsequent stages at b i e n n i a l i n t e r v a l s 
t h e r e a f t e r . 

8. The Council decided t h a t ; (a) a s e s s i o n a l working group of the Economic and' ' 
S o c i a l C o u n c i l , w i t h appropriate r e p r e s e n t a t i o n - o f States p a r t i e s to the Covenant, 
and v i t h due regard to e q u i t a b l e geographical d i s t r i b u t i o n , should be e s t a b l i s h e d 
by the C o u n c i l whenever r e p o r t s were due f o r c o n s i d e r a t i o n by the C o u n c i l , f o r the 
purpo-so of a s s i s t i n g i t i n the c o n s i d e r a t i o n of such r e p o r t s ; (b) r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
of s p e c i a l i z e d agencies concerned might take p a r t i n the proceedings of the working 
group when n a t t e r s f a l l i n g v i t h i n t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e f i e l d s of competence -would be--
considered. 
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9. Upon entry i n t o f o r c e of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l 
R i g h t s and i n accordance w i t h the p r o v i s i o n s of a r t i c l e s 28 to 32 thereof, the 
.Secretary-General, i n a note dated 20 May 1976, d.rew the a t t e n t i o n of the States 
p a r t i e s t o that Covenant to the p r o v i s i o n s concerning the establishment of the 
Нгшап R i g h t s Committee, and i n v i t e d them to submit t h e i r nominations f o r membership 
of the Committee w i t h i n three months. The States p a r t i e s to the Covenant h e l d 
t h e i r f i r s t meeting at United Hâtions Headquarters on 20 September 1976 and, i n 
accordance w i t h the p r o v i s i o n s of a r t i c l e s 28 to 32 of the Covenant, e l e c t e d the 
f o l l o w i n g 18 members of the Human Rig h t s Committee: Mr. Mohamed Ben-Padhel ( T u n i s i a ) , 
Mr, Ole Mogens Espersen (Denmark), S i r Vincent Evans (United Kingdom of Great 
B r i t a i n and Northern I r e l a n d ) , Mr. Bernhard G r a e f r a t h (German Democratic R e p u b l i c ) , 
Mr. Manouchehr Ganji ( I r a n ) , Mr. V l a d i m i r Hanga (Romania), Mr. Haissam K e l a n i 
( S y r i a n Arab R e p u b l i c ) , Mr. Luben G. Koulishev ( B u l g a r i a ) , Mr. Rajsoomer L a l l a h 
( M a u r i t i u s ) , M r . Andreas V. Mavrommatis (Cyprus), Mr. Fernando Mora Rojas (Costa 
R i c a ) , Mr. Anatoly P e t r o v i c h Movchan (Union of Soviet S o c i a l i s t R e p u b l i c s ) , 
Mr. T o r k e l Opsahl (Norway), Mr. J u l i o Prado V a l l e j o (Ecuador), 
Mr. Pulgence Seminega (Rwanda), Mr. Walter Surma Tarnopolsky (Canada), 
Mr. C h r i s t i a n Tomuschat (Germany, F e d e r a l Republic of) and Mr. Diego Uribe Vargas 
(Colombia). 

10. The f o l l o w i n g members of the Committee were chosen by l o t as those whose tenn 
would expire on 31 December I978: Mr. Ole Mogens Espersen (Denmark), 
Mr. Mohamed Ben Padhel ( T u n i s i a ) , Mr. Bernhard G r a e f r a t h (German Democratic R e p u b l i c ) , 
Mr. Rajsoomer L a l l a h ( M a u r i t i u s ) , Mr. Fernando Mora Rojas (Costa R i c a ) , 
Mr. T o r k e l Opsahl (Norway), Mr. J u l i o Prado V a l l e j o (Ecuador), Mr. Pulgence Seminega 
(Rwanda) and Mr. C h r i s t i a n Tomuschat (Federal Republic of Germany). 

11. The Committee i s scheduled to h o l d i t s f i r s t s e s s i o n from 21 March to 
1 A p r i l 1977 at United Nations Headquarters, New York. 

12. I n i t s r e s o l u t i o n 31/86 of 13 December 1976 (see annex V l ) concerning the 
Status of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on Economic, S o c i a l and C u l t u r a l R i g h t s , the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l R i g h t s and the Optional P r o t o c o l to 
the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l R i g h t s the General Assembly 
welcomed the entry i n t o f o r c e of those instruments as a major step i n the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l e f f o r t s to promote u n i v e r s a l respect f o r and observance of human 
r i g h t s and fundamental freedoms and i n v i t e d once again a l l States to become p a r t i e s 
to them. The Assembly, r e c o g n i z i n g the important r o l e of the Human Ri g h t s 
Committee i n the implementation of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l 
R i g h t s , s t a t e d that appropriate arrangements should be made to enable the Human 
Rig h t s Committee to h o l d sessions at such i n t e r v a l s and of such d u r a t i o n as may be 
necessary f o r i t to c a r r y out i n an e f f i c i e n t manner the f u n c t i o n s entrusted to i t 
under that P r o t o c o l and the Optional P r o t o c o l t h e r e t o . The Assembly endorsed the 
appeal to States made by the Economic and S o c i a l C o u n c i l i n i t s r e s o l u t i o n 1988 (LX) 
of 11 May 1976 that they i n c l u d e i n t h e i r d e l e g a t i o n s to the sessions of the 
C o u n c i l at which r e p o r t s of States p a r t i e s to the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on 
Economic, S o c i a l and. C u l t u r a l R i g h t s are examined, experts competent i n the s u b j e c t -
matter of the r e l e v a n t r e p o r t s . 
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Annex I 

EXCERPTS FROM SUBSTANT?IVE REPLIES OF GOVERTOffiNTS 
RELATING TO RATIFICATION OR ACCESSION 

AUSTRIA 

O r i g i n a l ! English^^ 
[15 November 1976' 

"the Federal Government of A u s t r i a decided on 21 A p r i l 1976 to submit the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on Economic, S o c i a l and C u l t u r a l R i g h t s and the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l R i g h t s to the A u s t r i a n Parliament f o r parliamentary 
approval as r e q u i r e d under the A u s t r i a n C o n s t i t u t i o n . Both aforementioned 
Covenants are p r e s e n t l y being considered by the A u s t r i a n Parliament, w i t h the view 
of t h e i r r a t i f i c a t i o n . " 

BELGIÜÍÍ 

O r i g i n a l : French 
[24 November 1976 

"the procedure f o r approval of these i n t e r n a t i o n a l instruments by the B e l g i a n 
parliament i s now i n progress." 

FRANCE 

[O r i g i n a l : French" 
[24 November 1976' 

" s t u d i e s are c u r r e n t l y being made among the French a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s concerned 
w i t h a view to Prance's accession t o these Covenants." 

ITALY 

[ O r i g i n a l : French 
[28 October 1976̂  

"(1) The I t a l i a n Government approved on 7 September 1976 the b i l l f o r 
r a t i f i c a t i o n and implementation of the Covenants; 

(2) On 24 September, the b i l l was t r a n s m i t t e d t o the Senate of the Republic 
f o r c o n s i d e r a t i o n and approval." 

LIBERIA 

_ O r i g i n a l : E n g l i sh 
[October 1976 

"the question of the r a t i f i c a t i o n of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on Human 
Ri g h t s i s claiming the urgent a t t e n t i o n of the Government of L i b e r i a . " 
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LIECHIEÏÏSTEIÎT 

[ O r i g i n a l : French' 
[31 August 1976; 

"the Government of the P r i n c i p a l i t y has arranged to study the question of the 
p o s s i b i l i t y of the P r i n c i p a l i t y ' s accession to the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenants..." 

KETHERLAKDS 

[ O r i g i n a l : E n g l i s h 
[15 December 1976' 

"The b i l l concerning the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on Economic, S o c i a l and 
C u l t u r a l R i g h t s and the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l R i g h t s and the 
Optional P r o t o c o l t h e r e t o has been presented to the Second Chamber of Parliament by 
Royal Message on 24 May 1976, accompanied by a d e t a i l e d explanatory memorandum. 

I t i s expected that d i s c u s s i o n of the b i l l i n the Second Chamber of Parliament 
w i l l take place during the f i r s t h a l f of 1977- Thereafter the F i r s t Chamber of 
Parliament w i l l . h a v e to d i s c u s s the b i l l . Consequently i t may be expected that 
the procedure of approval w i l l only be accomplished by the end of 1977." 

Ш / ZEALAND 

_ Or i g i n a l : E n g l i sh 
[9 November 1976 

" s i n c e the e n t r y i n t o f o r c e of the Covenants e a r l i e r t h i s year the New Zealand 
Government has begun a c l o s e r examination of steps that w i l l be r e q u i r e d to 
implement the Covenants i n New Zealand law. However, the f a c t that the Covenants 
cover the whole range of human r i g h t s means that extensive c o p s u l t a t i o n s must take 
place and may take some time to complete. No d e c i s i o n s have yet been taken on the 
steps which the New Zealand Government would need to take on t h i s matter." 

SENEGAL 

O r i g i n a l : French^ 
[2 December 1976' 

"the procedure f o r r a t i f i c a t i o n by Sénégal of the two I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenants 
on Нггтап R i g h t s and of the Optional P r o t o c o l to the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on C i v i l 
and P o l i t i c a l R i g h t s i s now i n progress i n accordance w i t h the c o n s t i t u t i o n a l r u l e s 
i n f o r c e and the instruments of r a t i f i c a t i o n w i l l be t r a n s m i t t e d [to. the 
Secretary-C-eneral] upon completion of the'procedure." 
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

O r i g i n a l : E n g l i s h 
[12 J u l y 1976 

" c o n s i d e r a t i o n i s p r e s e n t l y being given to T r i n i d a d and Tobago e i t h e r 
r a t i f y i n g or acceding to the two Covenants r e f e r r e d to t h e r e i n . " 

VENEZUELA 
_ O r i g i n a l : Spani sh 

[ l September 1976' 

"extensive d i s c u s s i o n s are being h e l d on the question of r a t i f i c a t i o n of the 
Covenants p r i o r to seeking the approval of the Congress of the Re p u b l i c . " 
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Annex I I 

LIST OF STATES WHICH HAVE З Т Ж В , RATIFIED OR ACCEDED TO THE 
IHTERMTIOML COVEHAMT OH EGOITOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL 

RIGHTS 

States 
A l g e r i a 
A r g e n t i n a 
A u s t r a l i a 
A u s t r i a 
Barbados 
Belgium 
B u l g a r i a 
B y e l o r u s s i a n Soviet S o c i a l i s t 

R e public 
Canada 
C h i l e 
China 
Colombia 
Costa R i c a 
Cyprus 
Сze cho s i оvaiki a 
Denmark 
Ecuador 
Egypt 
E l Salvador 
F i n l a n d 
German Democratic Republic 
Germany, Federal Republic of 

Ь/ 

l a t e of 
signature 
10 December 1̂  

19 February I968 

1 8 December 1972 

10 December 1973 

1 0 December I968 

8 October 1968 

19 March 1968 

16 September I969 

21 December I966 

19 December I966 

9 January I967 

7 October 1968 

20 March 1968 

29 September I967 

4 August 1967 

21 September I967 

11 October 1967 

27 March 1973 

9 October 1968 

Date of 
r a t i f i c a t i o n 
or accession 

10 December I975 

5 January 1973 ^ 

21 September I97O 

12 November 1973 

19 May 1976 ^ 

10 February 1972 

29 October 1969 

29 November I968 

2 A p r i l 1969 

23 December I975 

6 January 1972 

6 March 1969 

19 August 1975 

8 November 1973 

17 December 1973 

a/ Accession 
Ъ/ Signed on be h a l f of the Republic of China on 5 October I967. See note 

concerning s i g n a t u r e s , r a t i f i c a t i o n s , accessions, e t c . on behalf of China i n 
M u l t i l a t e r a l T r e a t i e s i n respect of which the Secretary-General Performs 
Depositary Functions; L i s t of Signatures, R a t i f i c a t i o n s , Accessions, e t c , as 
at 31 December 1973 (United Nations -publication. Sales No. E. 76.V.7) , 
p r e f a c e , p. i i i , and p. 95 note 2. 



E/CN.4/1227 
Annex IT 
page 2 

Date of 
Daté~?of-- r a t i f i c a t i o n 

States signature or accession 
Guinea .28 February 1967 

Guyana 22 August 1968 

Honduras 19 December 1966 

Hungary 25 March 1969 17 January I 9 7 4 

I c e l a n d 30 December 1968 

I r a n 4 A p r i l 1968 24 June 1975 

I r a q 18 February I969 ' 25 January I971 

I r e l a n d 1 October 1973 

I s r a e l 19 December 1966 

I t a l y 18 January I967 

Jamaica 19 December 1966 3 October 1975 

Jordan 30 June 1972 28 May 1975 

1 May 1972 ^ 

3 November 1972 ^ 

Kenya 
28 May 1975 

1 May 1972 ^ 

3 November 1972 ^ Lebanon 

28 May 1975 

1 May 1972 ^ 

3 November 1972 ^ 

L i b e r i a 18 A p r i l 1967 

Libyan Arab Republic 15 May 1970 ^ 

Luxembourg 26 November I974 

Madagascar 14 A p r i l 1970 22 September I971 

16 J u l y 1974 ^ M a l i 
22 September I971 

16 J u l y 1974 ^ 

M a l t a 22 October I968 

12 December I 9 7 3 ^ M a u r i t i u s 12 December I 9 7 3 ^ 

Mongolia 5 June 1968 18 November 1974 

Netherlands 25 June 1969 

New Zealand 12 November I968 

Norway . 20 March 1968 13 September 1972 

Panama 27 J u l y 1976 

P h i l i p p i n e s 19 December 1966 7 June 1974 

Poland 2 March 1967 

P o r t u g a l 7 October 1976 

Romania 27 June 1968 9 December 1974 ' 

16 A p r i l 1975 ^ Rwanda 
9 December 1974 ' 

16 A p r i l 1975 ^ 

Senegal 6_July 1970 

Spain 28 September I976 

28 December 1 9 7 6 ^ Surinam 28 December 1 9 7 6 ^ 

Sweden 29 September I967 6 December 1971 



E/CN.4/1227 
Annex I I 
page 3 

States 
S y r i a n Arab Republic 
T u n i s i a 
U k r a i n i a n Soviet S o c i a l i s t 

R e public 
Union of Soviet S o c i a l i s t 

R epublics 
United Kingdom of Great B r i t a i n 

and Northern I r e l a n d 
United Republic of Tanzania 
Uruguay-
Venezuela 
Y u g o s l a v i a 
Z a i r e 

Date of 
signature 

30 A p r i l 1968 

20 March 1968 

18 March 1968 

16 September I968 

21 February I967 

24 June 1969 

8 August 1967 

Date of 
r a t i f i c a t i o n 
or accession 
21 A p r i l 1969 ^ 

18 March 1969 

12 November 1973 

16 October 1973 

20 May 1976 

11 June 1976 ^ 

1 A p r i l 1970 

2 June 1971 

1 November I976 
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Annex i l l 
LIST OF' STATES WHICH HAVE SIGHED, RATIFIED OR ACCEDED TO THE 

'ibTERHATIONAL COVEHAHT'Ol CIVIL AHD POLITICAL RIGHTS 

Date of 
Date of r a t i f i c a t i o n 

S t a tes signature or accession 
A l g e i - i a 10 December I968 

A r g e n t i n a 19 February I968 

A u s t r a l i a 18 December 1972 

A u s t r i a 10 December 1973 

Barbados 5 January 1973 ' 

Belgium 10 December I968 

B u l g a r i a 8 October 1968 21 September 197' 

B y e l o r u s s i a n Soviet S o c i a l i s t 
R epublic 19 March 1968 12 November 1973 

Canada 19 May 1976 ^ 

C h i l e 16 September I969 10 February 1972 

China ^ 
16 September I969 

Colombia 21 December 1966 29 October 1969 

Costa R i c a 19 December 1966 29 November I968 

Cyprus ' • 19 December I966 2 A p r i l 1969 

Cz echo S l o v a k i a 7 October 1968 23 December 1975 

Denmark 20 March 1968 6 January 1972 

Ecuador 4 A p r i l 1968 6 March 1969 

Egypt 4 August 1967 

E l Salvador 21 September I967 

F i n l a n d 11-October 1967 19 August 1975 

German Democratic Republic • 27 March 1973 8 November 1973 

Germany, Federal R e p u b l i c of . 9 October 1968 17 December 1973 

Guinea 28 February 1967 

a/ Accession 
b/ See annex I I , note b. 
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States 
Guyana 
Honduras 
Hungary 
I c e l a n d 
I r a n 
Iraq. 
I r e l a n d 
I s r a e l 
I t a l y 
Jamaica 
Jordan 
Kenya 
Lebanon 
L i b e r i a 
L i b y an Arab Republic 
Luxembourg 
Madagascar 
M a l i 
M a u r i t i u s 
Mongolia 
Netherlands 
Hew Zealand 
Norway 
Panama 
P h i l i p p i n e s 
Poland 
P o r t u g a l 
Romania 
Rwanda 
Senegal 
Spain 
Surinam 
Sweden 
S y r i a n Arab Republic 

Date of 
signature 
22 August 1968 

19 December I966 

25 March 1969 

30 December I968 

4 A p r i l 1968 

18 February I969 

1 October 1973 

19 December I966 

18 January I967 

19 December I966 

30 June 1972 

18 A p r i l 1967 

26 November 1974 

17 September I969 

5 June 1968 

25 June 1969 

12 November I968 

20 March 1968 

27 J u l y 1976 

19 December I966 

2 March 1967 

7 October 1976 

27 June 1968 

6 J u l y 1970 

28 September I976 

29 September I967 

Date of 
r a t i f i c a t i o n 
or accession 

17 January 1974 

24 June 1975 

25 January I971 

3 October 1975 

28 May 1975 

1 May 1972 a/ 

3 November 1972 

15 May 1970 a/ 

21 June 1971 

16 J u l y 1974 ^ 

12 December 1973 

18 November 1974 

a/ 

13 September 1972 

9 December 1974 

16 A p r i l 1975 ^ 

28 December 197 

6 December 197.1 

21 A p r i l 
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States 
T u n i s i a 
U k r a i n i a n Soviet S o c i a l i s t 

Republic 
Union of Soviet S o c i a l i s t 

R epublics 
United Kingdom of Great B r i t a i n 

and Northern I r e l a n d 
United Republic of Tanzania 
Uruguay 
Venezuela 
Yugoslavia 
Z a i r e 

Date of 
signature 

30 A p r i l 1968 

20 March 1968 

18 March 1968 

16 September I968 

21 February I967 

24 June 1969 

8 August 1967 

Date of 
r a t i f i c a t i o n 
or accession 
18 March 1969 

12 November 1973 

16 October 1973 

20 May 1976 

11 June 1976 ^ 

1 A p r i l 1970 

2 June 1971 

1 November I976 ^ 
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Annex IV 
LIST OF STATES VJHICH HAVE SIGIŒIJ, i-íATIFIED OR ACCEDED TO THE 

OPTIONAL PROTOCOL TO THE INTERNATIONAL C0\rENANT ON CIVIL 
AI© POLITICAL RIG-HTS 

Date of 

States 
Date of 
; ignature 

r a t i f i c a t i o n 
or accession 

A u s t r i a 10 December 1973 

Barbados 5 January 1973 ^ 

Canada 
China ^ 

19 May 1976 ^ 

Colombia 21 December I966 29 October 1969 

Costa R i c a 19 December I966 29 November 1968 

Cyprus 19 December I966 

Denmark 20 March 1968 6 January 1972 

Ecuador 4 A p r i l 1968 6 March 1969 

E l Salvador 21 September I967 

F i n l a n d 11 December I967 19 August 1975 

Guinea 19 March 1975 

Honduras 19 December 1966 

I t a l y 30 A p r i l 1976 

Jamaica 19 December I966 3 October 1975 

Madagascar 17 September I969 21 June 1971 

M a n r i t i u s 12 December 1973 ~^ 

Netherlands 25 June 1969 
Norway 20 March 1968 13 September 197? 

Panama 27 J u l y 1976 

P h i l i p p i n e s 19 December I966 
Senegal 6 J u l y 1970 

28 December 1976^'^ Surinam 28 December 1976^'^ 
Sweden 
Uruguay 

29 September I967 
21 February I967 

6 December I 9 7 I 
1 A x ^ r i l 1970 

Venezuela 15 November 1976 

Z a i r e 1 Novem.ber I976 

a/ Accession. 
See annex I I , note b. 
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Annex V 

ECONGMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL RESOLUTION I988 'LX) of 11 M Y I976 

1988 ( L X ) . Procedures f o r the implementation of the b t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on 
Economic, S o c i a l and C u l t u r a l Rights 

The Economic and S o c i a l C o u n c i l , 

Welcoming the. e n t r y i n t o f o r c e on 3 January 197c of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant-, 
on Economic, S o c i a l and C u l t u r a l R i g h t s , a/ 

E x p r e s s i n g I t s a p p r e c i a t i o n to those States whicli have become p a r t i e s , to thé 
Covenant,; 

Expressing the hope that at the e a r l i e s t p r a c t i c a b l e time other States w i l l 
become p a r t i e s to the Covenant, w i t h a view to making i t s a p p l i c a t i o n гш1versal, 

Noting the important r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s placed on -he Economic and S o c i a l C o u n c i l 
by the Covenant and expressing i t s readiness to perform these r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s , 

Noting i n p a r t i c u l a r that i n t e r n a t i o n a l a s s i s t a n c e and co-operation are among 
the methods envisaged i n the Covenant f o r the guaranteeing of the r i g h t s enumerated 
t h e r e i n . 

Having requested the Secretary-General to conduct on i t s behalf c o n s u l t a t i o n s 
w i t h the States p a r t i e s to the Covenant and the s p e c i a l i z e d agencies concerned, as 
envisaged i n a r t i c l e 17 of the Covenant, and having r e c e i v e d w i t h a p p r e c i a t i o n the 
r e p o r t of the Secretary-General thereon, ъ/ 

Expressing i t s a p p r e c i a t i o n to the Commission on Human R i g h t s , the s p e c i a l i z e d 
agencies concerned and other o r g a n i z a t i o n s of the United Nations system f o r t h e i r 
readiness to co-operate i n the implementation of the Covenant, 

1. E s t a b l i s h e s i n accordance w i t h a r t i c l e 17 of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant 
on Economic, S o c i a l and C u l t u r a l R i g h t s , the f o l l o w i n g programme under which the 
States p a r t i e s -co. the Covenant will f u r n i s h i n b i e n n i a l stages the r e p o r t s r e f e r r e d 
to i n a r t i c l e 16 t h e r e o f : 

F i r s t stage: r i g h t s covered by a r t i c l e s 6-9; 

Second stage: r i g h t s covered by a r t i c l e s 10-12; 

T h i r d stage: r i g h t s covered by a r t i c l e s 13-15, 

a/ General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 2200 A (XXl) of I6 December I966. 

Ь/ E/5764. 
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2. Requests the States p a r t i e s to the Covenant, i n r e p o r t i n g under the 
programme e s t a b l i s h e d under paragraph 1 above, to give f u l l a t t e n t i o n to the 
p r i n c i p l e s contained i n p a r t s I and I I - a r t i c l e s 1 to 5 - of the Covenant; 

3 . I n v i t e s the States p a r t i e s to the Covenant to submit to the 
Secretary-General, i n conformity w i t h part IV of the Covenant, and i n accordance 
w i t h the programme e s t a b l i s h e d under paragraph 1 above, r e p o r t s on the measures 
that they have adopted and the progress made i n ach i e v i n g the observance of the 
r i g h t s recognized i n the Covenant, and to i n d i c a t e , when necessary, f a c t o r s arid 
d i f f i c u l t i e s a f f e c t i n g the degree of f u l f i l m e n t of t h e i r o b l i g a t i o n s under the 
Covenant °, o j 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to transmit copies of the r e p o r t s of the 
States p a r t i e s to the Covenant to the Economic and S o c i a l C o u n c i l f o r considéíátion 
i n accordance w i t h the p r o v i s i o n s of the Covenant; 

5. Requests the Secretary-General to transmit to the s p e c i a l i z e d agencies, i n 
accordance w i t h a r t i c l e l 6 , paragraph 2 ( b ) , of the Covenant, copies of the r e p o r t s , 
or any r e l e v a n t p a r t s t h e r e o f , from States p a r t i e s t o the Covenant which are a l s o 
members of these s p e c i a l i z e d agencies, i n so f a r as these r e p o r t s , or p a r t s 
t h e r e o f , r e l a t e to any matters which f a l l w i t h i n the r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s of the s a i d 
agencies i n accordance w i t h t h e i r c o n s t i t u t i o n a l instruments; 

6. C a l l s upon the s p e c i a l i z e d agencies to submit to the Economic and S o c i a l 
C o u n c i l , i n accordance w i t h the programme e s t a b l i s h e d under paragraph 1 above, and 
b e a r i n g i n mind the p r o v i s i o n s of a r t i c l e 16, paragraph 2, of the Covenant,,. r e p o r t s 
on the progress made i n achieving the observance of the p r o v i s i o n s of the Covenant 
f a l l i n g w i t h i n the scope of t h e i r a c t i v i t i e s , as provided under a r t i c l e 18 of the 
Covenant, which r e p o r t s may i n c l u d e p a r t i c u l a r s of d e c i s i o n s and recommendations on 
such implementation adopted by t h e i r competent organs; d/ 

7. Decides that States p a r t i e s to the Covenant which submit r e p o r t s under.the 
Covenant need not submit r e p o r t s on s i m i l a r questions under the r e p o r t i n g procedure 
e s t a b l i s h e d under Economic and S o c i a l C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n IO74 С (XXXIX) of 
28 J u l y 1965; 

8. Requests the Secretary-General, i n co-operation w i t h the s p e c i a l i z e d 
agencies concerned, to draw general g u i d e l i n e s f o r the r e p o r t s to be submitted by 
Sta-tes p a r t i e s to the Covenant and s p e c i a l i z e d agencies; 

9. Decides t h a t ; 

(a) A s e s s i o n a l working group of the Economic and S o c i a l C o u n c i l w i t h 
appropriate r e p r e s e n t a t i o n of States p a r t i e s to the Covenant, and w i t h due regard 

с/ The r e p o r t s on the r i g h t s i n c l u d e d i n the f i r s t stage of the programme 
should be t r a n s m i t t e d by 1 September 1977, and the r e p o r t s on the subsequent stages 
at b i e n n i a l i n t e r n a l s t h e r e a f t e r . 

d/ The r e p o r t s on the r i g h t s i n c l u d e d i n the f i r s t stage of the programme 
should be t r a n s m i t t e d by 1 December 1977, and the r e p o r t s on the subsequent stages 
at b i e n n i a l i n t e r v a l s t h e r e a f t e r . 
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to e q u i t a b l e geographical d i s t r i b u t i o n , s h a l l be e s t a b l i s h e d by the Cou n c i l 
whenever r e p o r t s are due f o r co n s i d e r a t i o n by the C o u n c i l , f o r the purpose of 
a s s i s t i n g i t i n the c o n s i d e r a t i o n of such r e p o r t s ; 

(b) Representatives of s p e c i a l i z e d agencies concerned may take p a r t i n the 
proceedings of the working group when matters f a l l i n g w i t h i n t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e f i e l d s 
of competence are considered; 

10. Appeals to States to i n c l u d e , i f p o s s i b l e , i n t h e i r delegations to the 
rele v a n t sessions of the Economic and S o c i a l C o u n c i l , members competent i n the 
subject-matters under c o n s i d e r a t i o n ; 

11. Requests the Secretary-General to take a l l steps to ensure the e f f e c t i v e 
performance by the Economic and S o c i a l C o u n c i l of i t s r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s under the 
Covenant. 

1999th plenary meeting 
11 May 1976 



E/GN.4/1227 
Annex VI 
page 1 

Annex VI • 

GENERAL ASSEîffiLY RESOLUTION 3 l/86 of 13 DECEMBER I976 

Status of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on Economic, S o c i a l and 
C u l t u r a l R i g h t s , the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on C i v i l and 

p o l i t i c a l R i g h t s and the Optional P r o t o c o l to the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on C i v i l and Política] Rig h t s 

The General Assembly, 

Having noted the report of the Secretary-General on the status of the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on Economic, S o c i a l and C u l t u r a l R i g h t s , the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Covenant on C i v i l a n d / P o l i t i c a l R i g h t s and the Optional P r o t o c o l to the-
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant, on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l R i g h t s , a/ 

R e c a l l i n g i t s r e s o l u t i o n s 2200 A (XXI) of I 6 December I966 and 3270 (.XXIX) of 
10 December 1974, and i n p a r t i c u l a r i t s b e l i e f that the entry i n t o f o r c e of the 
International-Covenants on Human R i g h t s w i l l undoubtedly enh^^ of 
the United Nations to.promote and encourage respect f o r human r i g h t s and 
fundamental freedoms f o r a l l , and thus c o n t r i b u t e g r e a t l y to the co-roperation of ; 
States i n the attainment o f the purposes and p r i n c i p l e s of the Charter of the 
u n i t e d Nations, 

B e a r i n g i n mind the important r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s of the Economic and S o c i a l 
Council i n the im.plement.ation of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on Economic, S o c i a l 
and C u l t u r a l R i g h t s , • 

Recognizing the important r o l e of the Human R i g h t s Committee i n the 
implementation of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l R i g h t s , 

Convinced that the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenants on Human R i g h t s c o n s t i t u t e the 
f i r s t all-embracing and l e g a l l y b i n d i n g i n t e r n a t i o n a l t r e a t y i n the f i e l d of 
human r i g h t s . 

Expressing i t s a p p r e c i a t i o n to those States that have become p a r t i e s to the 
above instruments. 

1. Welcomes w i t h deep s a t i s f a c t i o n the ent r y i n t o f o r c e of the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on Economic, S o c i a l and C u l t u r a l R i g h t s , the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l Rights and the Opti o n a l P r o t o c o l to the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l R i g h t s as a major step i n the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l e f f o r t s to promote u n i v e r s a l respect f o r and observance of human 
r i g h t s and fundamental freedoms; 

a/ A/31/202. 
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2. Recognizes that such resources as may be necessary should be a l l o c a t e d 
to enable the Secretary-General to provide the appropriate s t a f f and f a c i l i t i e s 
f o r the e f f e c t i v e performance of the fu n c t i o n s of the Human Rig h t s Committee under 
the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l R i g h t s and the Optional P r o t o c o l 
t h e r e t o ; 

3. Recognizes that appropriate arrangements should be made'to enable the 
Human R i g h t s Committee to hold'sessions at such i n t e r v a l s and of such d u r a t i o n 
as may be necessary f o r i t t o c a r r y out i n an e f f i c i e n t manner the f u n c t i o n s 
e n t r u s t e d to i t under the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l R i g h t s 
and the Optional P r o t o c o l t h e r e t o ; 

4« Endorses the appeal to States made by the Economic and S o c i a l C o u n c i l 
i n i t s r e s o l u t i o n 1988 (LX) of 11 May 1976 that they i n c l u d e i n t h e i r delegations 
to the sessions of the Cou n c i l at which r e p o r t s of States p a r t i e s to the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on Economic, S o c i a l and C u l t u r a l R i g h t s are examined 
experts competent i n the subject-matter of the r e l e v a n t r e p o r t s ; 

5. Requests the Secretary-General to submit, to the General Assembly at 
i t s t h i r t y - s e c o n d s e s s i o n a report on the st a t u s of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant 
on Economic, S o c i a l and C u l t u r a l R i g h t s , the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on C i v i l 
and P o l i t i c a l R i g h t s and the Optional P r o t o c o l to the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on 
C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l R i g h t s ; 

6. I n v i t e s once again a l l States t o become p a r t i e s to the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Covenant on Economic, S o c i a l and C u l t u r a l R i g h t s and the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant 
on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l R i g h t s and the Optional P r o t o c o l t h e r e t o . 




