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I . ORGANIZATION OP THE 1 9 7 7 SESSION 

I n t r o d u c t i o n 

1 . The mandate of the Ad Hoc Committee, i n accordance w i t h Economic and S o c i a l 
C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n 1 0 7 4 С (XXXIX) of 28 J u l y I965, i s to study and evaluate the 
p e r i o d i c r e p o r t s and other i n f o r m a t i o n r e c e i v e d under the terms of the r e s o l u t i o n and 
t o submit t o the Commission on Human Rig h t s comments, conclusions and recoramendations 
of 9,n o b j e c t i v e c h a r a c t e r . 

2 . Under Co u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n 1 0 7 4 С (XXXIX), States Members of the United Nations or 
members of the s p e c i a l i z e d agencies were i n v i t e d to submit r e p o r t s on developments i n 
human r i g h t s i n the t e r r i t o r i e s subject to t h e i r j u r i s d i c t i o n w i t h i n a co n t i n u i n g 
three-year c y c l e scheduled as f o l l o w s ; (a) i n the f i r s t year, on c i v i l ' a n d p o l i t i c a l 
r i g h t s , the f i r s t such r e p o r t s to cover ,the p e r i o d ending- 3 0 June 1 9 б 5 г (b) i n the 
second year, on economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s , the f i r s t such r e p o r t s to cover 
the p e r i o d ending 3 0 June I 9 6 6 1 (c) i n the t h i r d year, on freedom of i n f o r m a t i o n , the 
f i r s t such r e p o r t s to cover the p e r i o d ending 3 0 June I 9 6 7 . I n r e s o l u t i o n 1 5 9 6 (L) 
of 2 1 May 1 9 7 1 ? the Coxmcil, r e c o g n i z i n g that the number of r e p o r t i n g o b l i g a t i o n s 
imposed upon Member States might make more d i f f i c u l t the p r e p a r a t i o n of comprehensive 
p e r i o d i c r e p o r t s on human r i g h t s each year, decided that Member States would henceforth 
be asked to submit p e r i o d i c r e p o r t s once every two years i n a co n t i n u i n g c y c l e , 
i n s t e a d of every year as was the case under Council r e s o l u t i o n 1 0 7 4 С (XXXIX). 

3 . I n accordance w i t h C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n s 1 0 7 4 С (XXXIX) and 1 5 9 6 (L), the Ad Hoc 
Committee, at i t s 1 9 7 7 s e s s i o n , took up r e p o r t s on freedom of i n f o r m a t i o n f o r the 
p e r i o d from 1 J u l y I 9 7 0 to 3 0 June 1 9 7 5 r e c e i v e d from Governments and s p e c i a l i z e d 
agencies, and c o n t r i b u t i o n s on t h i s subject-matter from non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
i n c o n s u l t a t i v e stc^tus. 

GE . 7 7 - 2 4 I 8 
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Attendance 

4 . The Conimittee h e l d i t s 1977 s e s s i o n at the O f f i c e of the United Nations at 
Geneva^ from 31 Jsinuary to 4 February 1977 • Membership a,t the ses s i o n wa,s as 
f o l l o w s s 

India, Mrs. Raja.n Nehru 
Mrs. Nina S i b a l 

I t a l y Mr. Ludovico Ortona 

Peru 

Senegal Mr. Youssouph Barro 

Union of Soviet S o c i a l i s t 
Republics Mr. Miche.il E. Vezel 

United Kingdom of Great B r i t a , i n 

and Northern I r e l a n d Mr. Ba-vid Broad.. 

United States of America Miss G l o r i a Gaston 

Yug o s l a v i a Mrs. Gordana D i k l i c - T r a j k o v i c 

;5 . The I n t e r n a t i o n a l Labour O r g a n i s a t i o n was represented at the session. 

E l e c t i o n of o f f i c e r s . 
6. At i t . i 80th meeting, o r 31 January 1 9 7 7 , Mrs. Nina Sibái ( i n d i a ) was 
unanimously e l e c t e d as Chairman/Rapporteur of the Committee.. 

Agenda 

7 . At i t s 80th meeting the Committee unanimously a.dopted the ' f o l l o w i n g agenda; 

1. E l e c t i o n of o f f i c e r s 

2 . Adoption of the agenda 

3 . Study and e v a l u a t i o n of the p e r i o d i c r e p o r t s a,nd other information, 
r e l a t i n g to freedom of informa.tion r e c e i v e d under the terms of 
Economic a.nd S o c i a l Council r e s o l u t i o n 1074 С (XXXIX) 

4 . P o s s i b i l i t y of r e f i n i n g and improving the present system of p e r i o d i c 
r e p o r t s and suggestions f o r improving the Yearbook on Human Rights 

5 . D r a f t p r o v i s i o n a l agenda f o r the next s e s s i o n of the Ad Hoc Committee 
P e r i o d i c Reports 

6 . Report of the Ad Hoc Committee to the Commission on Human R i g h t s . 

http://Miche.il
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Meetings of the Conimittee 

8, The Committee h e l d seven formal meetings, from 31 January to 4 February 1977-

Documentation before the Committee 

9 . The Committee ha,d before i t ; 

(a) Reports on freedom of i n f o r m a t i o n f o r the p e r i o d 1 J u l y 1970 to 
30 June 1975? r e c e i v e d from the f o l l o w i n g States Members of the United Nations or 
members of s p e c i a l i s e d agencies; A u s t r i a , Barbados, Belgium, B u l g a r i a , Burundi, 
B y e l o r u s s i a n Soviet S o c i a l i s t Republic, Ecuador, F i n l a n d , France, 
German Democratic Republic, Germany (Pedercal Republic o f ) , Greece, Guatemala, 
Hondur9.s, Hungary, I r a n , I r a q , I r e l a n d , I s r a e l , I t a l y , Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, 
Kuwait, L-uxembourg, Ma,dagasGar, M a l i , Ma,uritius, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, 
Oman, P a k i s t a n , Poland, Republic of Korea, San Ma^rino, Soma.lia„, S r i Lanka, Sweden, 
Swit z e r l a n d , Thailand, T r i n i d a d and Tobtigo, Tunisia.,, U k r a i n i a n Soviet S o c i a l i s t 
R epublic, Union of Soviet S o c i a l i s t Republics, United States of iimerica 
(E/CN.4/1214 and Add.1-18); 

(b) Reports on freedom of i n f o r m a t i o n f o r the p e r i o d 1 J u l y 1970 to-
30 June 1 9 7 5 , r e c e i v e d from the f o l l o w i n g s p e c i a l i z e d agencies; I n t e r n a t i o n a l Bank 
f o r R e c o n s t r u c t i o n and Development ( I B R D ) , Interna^tional Labour Org,î,.nisation ( i L O ) , 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Telecommunications Union ( i T U ) , United Nations E d u c a t i o n a l , S c i e n t i f i c 
and C u l t u r a l O r g a n i z a t i o n (UNESCO), and U n i v e r s a l Post.?l Union (UPU) 
(E/CN,4/1215 and Add.1 - 3 ) ; 

(c) An a n a l y t i c a l summary of the r e p o r t s and other m a t e r i a l on freedom of 
i n f o r m a t i o n f o r the p e r i o d from 1 J u l y 1970 to 30 June 1975 prepared by the 
Secretary-General i n accordance w i t h Commission on Human Rights 
r e s o l u t i o n 16 Б ( X X I I l ) (E/CN . 4 / 1 2 2 4 ) ; 

(d) A subject and country index of the r e p o r t s on freedom of i n f o r m a t i o n 
prepared by the Secreta^ry-General i n accordance with Economic and S o c i a l C o u n c i l 
r e s o l u t i o n 1074 С ( X X X I X ) ( E/CN . 4 / 1 2 2 5 ) ; 

(e) An up-to-dn,te memorandum on the status of m u l t i l a t e r a l internaitiona.l 
agreements i n the f i e l d of Ьгшап r i g h t s concluded under the auspices of the 
United Nations, prepared by the Secreta-ry-General i n accordance w i t h Economic and 
S o c i a l Council r e s o l u t i o n 1074 С (XXXIX) (E/CN . 4 / 9 0 7/Rev . l 3 ) ; 

( f ) A note by the Secretary-General concerning the Yearbook on Human Rights 
(E/CN .4/AC .20/L .31) and copies of the Yearbook on Human Rights f o r 1 9 7 3 - 1 9 7 4 , 1/ 
prap,ared i n accordance w i t h Economic and S o c i a l Council r e s o l u t i o n 1793 ( L I V ) ; 

1/ United Nations p u b l i c a t i o n , Sales No. Е . 7 6 . Х 1 У . 1 . 
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(g) C o n t r i b u t i o n s from the f o l l o w i n g non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n 
consult.ative s tatus (category I I ) r e c e i v e d under the terms of Economic .and S o c i a l 
Council r e s o l u t i o n 1074 С (XXXIX): B a p t i s t V/orld A l l i a n c e , I n t e r n a t i o n a l Commission 
of J u r i s t s , I n t e r n a t i o n a l Federation of U n i v o r s i t y Women, World Young V/omen's 
C h r i s t i a n A s s o c i a t i o n (E/CN . 4 /AC.20/NGO/R . 1 1 -R . 1 3 ) . Comments on the.. , . 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s of non-governmental orge,niza,tion3 were r e c e i v e d from the Governments 
of Canada, Derrnia-rk, Egypt, France, Indonesia, Jordan, New Zea,lc„nd and the 
S o c i a l i s t Republic of V i e t Naaa (E/CN .4/AC.20/NGO/R . 13/Add.l -3) . 

I I . STUDY АЬШ EVALUATION OF THE PERIODIC REPORTS AND OTHER MATERIAL 
RELATING TO FREEDOM OF IKFORM/iTION RECEIVED UNDER THE TERMS OF 

ECONOMIC Mm. SOCIAL COUMCIL RESOLUTION 1074 С (XXXIX) 

10. The Ad Hoc Committee examined, at i t s 81st a,nd 82nd meetings, h e l d on • 
1 February 1977? the p e r i o d i c r e p o r t s and other i n f o r m a t i o n r e c e i v e d under the 
terms of Economic and S o c i a l Council r e s o l u t i o n 1074 С (ХХПХ). 

11. Several members expressed t h e i r a p p r e c i a t i o n f o r the system of p e r i o d i c 
r e p o r t s as a means of monitoring progress i n the f i e l d of Ьшдап r i g h t s , and to 
those Governments, s p e c i a l i z e d agencies a.nd non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s which 
had submitted r e p o r t s . Some members, however, r e g r e t t e d that a g r e a t e r number 
of p e r i o d i c r e p o r t s had not been r e c e i v e d . I t was considered important that 
Governments should report not only on the steps taken, but a l s o on the d i f f i c u l t i e s 
encountered, since the Ad Hoc Committee could malee u s e f u l recommendations only i f 
i t knew what the problems were at the n a t i o n a l l e v e l . 

1 2 . I t was noted w i t h s a t i s f a c t i o n that i n various c o u n t r i e s , t e c h n o l o g i c a l 
progress had brought about a n o t i c e a b l e increase i n the volume of news 
disseminated. This development met the growing demand f o r accurate i n f o r m a t i o n , 
which had r e s u l t e d from progress made in. the f i e l d of p u b l i c education. 

1 3 . Some r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s f e l t t h a t , i n many r e p o r t s , emphasis ha.d been placed on 
purely q u a n t i t a t i v e da.ta, and that observations should be d i r e c t e d a l s o towards 
the question of improving the q u a l i t y of i n f o r m a t i o n being disseminated. 

1 4 . As was apparent from most r e p o r t s , an importaait problem i n t h i s f i e l d wa.s t o 
s t r i k e a proper balance between, freedom of i n f o r m a t i o n and the necessa.ry 
l i m i t a t i o n s which should be placed on the e x e r c i s e of t h i s freedom i n order to 
safeguard the r i g h t s of others and of society.3,s a whole. The problem of 
p r o t e c t i n g s o c i e t y against the i n f l u e n c e of pornographic p u b l i c a t i o n s was a l s o 
mentioned. Some re p r e s e n t a t i v e s expressed the hope t h a t , although certain, 
emergency s i t u a t i o n s warranted a l i r a i t a , t i o n of freedom of informa.tion, t h i s would 
be of aa temporary a d u r a t i o n as p o s s i b l e . 

1 5 . C e r t a i n delegations stressed the importa,nce of r e g i o n a l a,greements on freedom 
of i n f o r m a t i o n , p a r t i c u l a r l y the F i n a l Act of the Conference on S e c u r i t y and 
Co-operation i n Europe. 2/ Some delegations expressed t h e i r disagreement w i t h 

2 / The F i n a l Act of the Conference was signed at H e l s i n k i on 1 August 1 9 7 5 ' 
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the i n t e r p r e t a t i o n given i n a few r e p o r t s of p e r t i n e n t p,?.rts of the P i n a l Act; 
they a l s o suggested that a l l s i g n a t o r i e s of the P i n a l Act should endeavoixr to 
r e f r a i n from making u n i l a t e r a l i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s of i t s p r o v i s i o n s which might c a r r y 
the danger of. b e i n g s e l e c t i v e or tendentious. However, another d e l e g a t i o n d i d not 
agree w i t h t h i s o p i n i o n and s t r e s s e d that these r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s expressed the 
views of t h e i r Governments, which i n t e r p r e t i n t h e i r own way some p r o v i s i o n s of the 
P i n a l Act i n an attempt t o e x t r a c t some other u n i l a t e r a l b e n e f i t s to the detriment 
of many other States, i n c l u d i n g the s o c i a l i s t c o u n t r i e s . 

16. Regret was expressed over the absence i n the r e p o r t s of a number of c o u n t r i e s , 
s p e c i a l i z e d agencies and non-governmental o r g - n i z a t i o n s of m a t e r i a l on freedom of 
i n f o r m a t i o n i n c o l o n i a l and dependent t e r r i t o r i e s . The o p i n i o n was voiced t h a t , 
i n any review of world developments i n the f i e l d o f freedom of i n f o r m a t i o n , one 
should s t r e s s the deplorable s i t u a t i o n regarding that freedom i n southern A f r i c a 
where ap a r t h e i d and r a c i a l d i s c r i m i n a t i o n s t i l l p r e v a i l e d . More s l t a n t i o n should 
be p a i d , i n the view of some members, to the condemnation by the United Na,tions of 
war propaganda and of r a c i s t propaganda, and to relevant p r o v i s i o n s of the 
United Nations D e c l a r a t i o n on the Promotion among Youth of the I d e a l s of Peace, 
Mutual Respect and Understanding between Peoples. One d e l e g a t i o n expressed the 
view that f a s c i s t i d e o l o g i c a l propaganda should a l s o be condemned. The view was , 
a l s o expressed that i n a. number of c o u n t r i e s , such as C h i l e ?<,nd others, f a r -
reaching l i m i t a t i o n s on freedom of i n f o r m a t i o n had been intr o d u c e d , so that the 
freedom of i n f o r m a t i o n those c o u n t r i e s ha„d p r e v i o u s l y enjoyed no longer e x i s t e d . 

17 . The view was s t r e s s e d by some members that e s p e c i a l l y i n developing.countries 
p u b l i c i n f o r m a t i o n through the mass media could p l a y a meaningful r o l e i n promoting 
economic and s o c i a l development. However, these c o u n t r i e s НэД been hampered so f a r 
because they had, of n e c e s s i t y , to be dependent, f o r t h e i r informavtion, on a, few 
l a r g e m u l t i n a t i o n a l press agencies, which d i d not understand t h e i r d i f f i c u l t i e s , 
and o f t e n misrepresented t h e i r e f f o r t s . With t h i s i n mind, many delegations 
supported the d e c i s i o n taken a.t the N a i r o b i Conference of UNESCO i n November 1 9 7 6 , 
to endorse the Non-aligned Press Agencies P o o l . This P c o l would provide 
developing c o u n t r i e s . w i t h a l t e r n a t i v e sources of i n f o r m a t i o n . 

18. I t was f u r t h e r stressed tha.t i n the s o c i a l i s t c o u n t r i e s , since the mass 
media were not,in. the hands of p r i v a t e corporations or entrepreneurs but under 
p u b l i c ownership, freedom of informant i o n was guaranteed f o r the m a j o r i t y - the 
working people ~ a,s they owned the media. 

1 9 . The a n a l y t i c a l suimiia,ry prepared by the Secreta^riat was g e n e r a l l y considered 
a very u s e f u l document, 

2 0 . I t wa.s considered desira^ble tha.t co-ordina,ticn be strengthened between the 
United Nations and UNESCO i n the f i e l d of freedom of i n f o r m a t i o n . 

2 1 . Various observations were тзЛе on the report submitted by the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Commission of J u r i s t s . Several r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s expressed s e r i o u s r e s e r v a t i o n s 
about the comments on various c o u n t r i e s contained i n t h i s r e p o r t , saying that 
they misrepresented the f a c t s and were, i n many re s p e c t s , incomplete and i n a c c u r a t e . 
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Soiïie members d i d , however, consider that the report was "useful. The wish was 
expressed that non-govermaental organizations, should melee, the maximum e f f o r t 
p o s s i b l e to submit informations that was recent, up to date and accurate, although 
i t was r e a l i z e d that i t would a l s o be necessary to observe the deadlines s t i p u l a t e d 
by the Secretary-General. 

I I I . POSSIBILITIES OP Е Е Р Ш 1 Ш АШ) IMPROVING THE PRESENT SYSTEM 
OP PERIODIC REPORTS AND SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPROVING 

THE YEARBOOK ON НШ'1/iN RIGHTS 

22. I t was g e n e r a l l y agreed that Governments should be i n v i t e d to adhere more 
c l o s e l y to the o u t l i n o of headings prepared by the S e c r e t a r i a t , i n order to 
f a c i l i t a n t e c o n s i d e r a t i o n of the r e p o r t s on a comparative b a s i s . 

25. I t was f e l t thr.t the o u t l i n e of headings on freedom of i n f o r m a t i o n should be 
supplemented i n order to r e f l e c t the importance which se v e r a l Member States atta^ched 
to c e r t a i n questions. S p e c i f i c a l l y , the Committee a^greed that item I I I of the 
o u t l i n e dea,ling w i t h " L e g i s l a t i v e and other mea^sures adopted during the p e r i o d " 
should i n c l u d e an c i d d i t i o n a l s e c t i o n F e n t i t l e d "Somrces of i n f o r m a t i o n f o r news 
media", and that item V should f u r t h e r cover "... a c t i o n taJsen w i t h a view to 
ensuring that i n f o r m a t i o n p l a y s a meaningfu.1 r o l e i n the process of economic and 
s o c i a l developments". 

24. There wais a. consensus that Governments should i n general attempt to submit 
more concise r e p o r t s , i n order to enhance the impact of such i n f o r m a t i o n on the 
p u b l i c . Without recommending a s p e c i f i c number of pages, the Committee f e l t that 
Governments should be i n v i t e d to send r e p o r t s of a "rea..sona.ble l e n g t h " . 

25. I t was g e n e r a l l y f e l t that Governments should make a grea t e r e f f o r t to 
clea,rly e x p l a i n and summarize s i g n i f i c a n t developments i n a la^nguage " r e a d i l y 
luiderstood by the general p u b l i c , r a t h e r than submit lengthy t e x t s of liiws or 
Court d e c i s i o n s . \\4iile some members expressed doubts regarding the . a d v i s a b i l i t y 
of i n c l u d i n g any such t e x t s i n the r e p o r t s , other r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s maintained that 
the j u d i c i o u s use of excerpts from these l e g a l docu'nents may on occasion f a c i l i t a t e 
the readers' understanda.ng of rel e v a n t developments. Шаге, i n the view of 
Governments, lengthy excerpts were necessary, these could be put i n a,ppendices to 
the r e p o r t . 

26. Several members expressed doubts about the usef u l n e s s of the subject and 
the country .index, and considered that i t should be discontinued because of the 
time and expense i n v o l v e d i n i t s p r e p a r a t i o n . Ш11е some r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
considered that the memorandum by the Secretary-General on the status of 
m u l t i l a t e r a l t r e a t i e s i n the f i e l d of human r i g h t s could a l s o be dispensed w i t h as 
d u p l i c a t i n g other Secretar-iat p u b l i c a t i o n s , some other members f e l t that t h i s 
docuir¡ent was very u s e f u l . The Committee agreed to review t h i s question at i t s 
next s e s s i o n . 

27. Several members str e s s e d t h a t , i n t h e i r o p i n i o n , steps should be taken to 
a l l q v i a t e the r e p o r t i n g burden of Member States i n the f i e l d of human r i g h t s , a 
burden which was bec.oming i n c r e a s i n g l y heavy, i n p a r t i c u l a r duo to the coming i n t o 
force of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenants on Human R i g h t s . The f a c t that l e s s than one 
t h i r d of the Member States of the United Nations had submitted r e p o r t s to the 
present s e s s i o n was an i n d i c a t i o n of the large number of r e p o r t s r e q u i r e d at present 
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from Governments. This s i t u a t i o n might be detrimental t o the q u a l i t y and 
completeness of the r e p o r t s . I t was therefore agreed that a recommendation should 
be madë""'tô""the'Economic and Socia.1 C o u n c i l to adopt a three-year, i n s t e a d .of the 
present b i e n n i a l , r e p o r t i n g cycles The f i r s t ' s e r i e s of r e p o r t s , o n c i v i l and 
p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s including- freedom of i n f o r m a t i o n , to be submitted i n 1979? and 
the second s e r i e s of r e p o r t s , on economic, s o c i a l e,nd Gultura . 1 r i g h t s t o be 
presented i n 1 9 8 2 . Furthermore, i t was s a i d that the new c y c l e would synchronize 
w i t h the r e p o r t i n g demands under the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on Economic, S o c i a l 
and C u l t u r a l Rights as formulated i n Council r e s o l u t i o n 1 9 8 8 ( L X ) of T1 'May 1 9 7 6 . 

2 8 . The ComiJiittee f e l t that States P a r t i e s to the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on 
C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l R i ghts need not submit r e p o r t s on those r i g h t s under Co u n c i l 
r e s o l u t i o n 1074 С ( X X X I X ) . This p r o v i s i o n was p a r a l l e l to the recommendation i n 
Council r e s o l u t i o n I 9 8 8 ( L X ) which avoided a, d u p l i c a t i o n of r e p o r t i n g i n the f i e l d 
of economic, s o c i a l a„nd c u l t u r a l r i g h t s . 

2 9 . Regarding the Yearbook on Human R i g h t s , s e v e r a l members commended the 
Secreta^riat f o r the very competent manner i n which the 1 9 7 3 - 1 9 7 4 Yearbook had 
been compiled, under i t s condensed and more readable format. One viev; was, 
however, that w i t h the new heavy demands on the Secretaria,t, e s p e c i a l l y since the 
coming i n t o f o r c e of the Covenants, i t was to be considered whether the Yearbook 
served a u s e f u l purpose proportionate to the e f f o r t and expense i n v o l v e d i n i t s 
p r e p a r a t i o n . The Ad Hoc Committee agreed to consider at i t s next s e s s i o n the 
question as t o whether the p u b l i c a t i o n of the Yeajbook should be continued. 

IV. DR/iPT PROVISIONAL AGENDA FOR THE NEXT SESSION OF THE 
AD HOC COMMITTEE ON PERIODIC REPORTS 

3 0 . At i t s 8 6 t h meeting, on 4 Februa.ry 1977? the Ad Hoc Committee on P e r i o d i c 
Reports considered the item r e l a t i n g to the dra.ft p r o v i s i o n a l agenda f o r i t s next 
se s s i o n in. 1979? which had been, i n c l u d e d i n the agenda of i t s present s e s s i o n 
pursuant to paragraph 3 of Economic and S o c i a l Council r e s o l u t i o n . 1894 ( L V I I ) , 
The Committee took note of the items suggested f o r i n c l u s i o n i n the p r o v i s i o n a l 
agenda of i t s 1979 s e s s i o n a,nd of the l i s t of dociments which vrould be expected 
to be submitted at that time. 

V. CONSIDERATION OF DblFT RESOLUTIONS 

3 1 . At the 8 3 r d meeting, on 2 Februa.ry 1977? the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the 
United Kingdom of Great B r i t a i n and Northern I r e l a n d introduced a d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n 
e n t i t l e d " P o s s i b i l i t i e s of r e f i n i n g and improving the present system of p e r i o d i c 
r e p o r t s and suggestions f o r improving the Yea^rbook on Нгяпап. Rights 
(E/GN.4/AC-.20/L ' .32) . 

3 2 . F o l l o w i n g an exchange of v i e w s at the 8 3 r d and 8 4 t h meetings, the d r a f t 
r e s o l u t i o n , a.s o r a l l y r e v i s e d , w a s adopted without a vote at the 8 4 t h meeting on 
2 February 1977• (For the t e x t , see below, paragraph 3 $ , d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n I.) 

33» At the 8 5 t h meeting, on 3 Februa„ry 1977? the Chairman/Rapporteur presented a 
working paper co n t a i n i n g a dra,ft r e s o l u t i o n prepared on the b a s i s of vajrious 
proposals and suggestions submitted by members of the Conmitteo. 
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3 4 . F o l l o w i n g an exchange of views, the d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n , as ora,lly r e v i s e d , was 
adopted without a vote at the 85th meeting, on 3 February 1977. (For the t e x t . 

3 5 . The Ad Hoc Committee on P e r i o d i c Reports on Ншпап Rights recommends to the 
Commission on Hunian Rights the adoption of the f o l l o w i n g d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n s : 

The Commission on Яшаап Ri g h t s , 

Recommends tha,t the Economic and Sociau C o u n c i l adopt the f o l l o w i n g d r a f t 
r e s o l u t i o n ; 

"The Economic гда Socia-l C o u n c i l , 

" R e c a l l i n g i t s r e s o l u t i o n 1074 С ( X X X I X ) of 28 J u l y I965 concerning 
p e r i o d i c r e p o r t s on human r i g h t s and r e p o r t s on freedom of i n f o r m a t i o n , ^ 

"Bearing i n mind i t s r e s o l u t i o n 1596 (L) of 21 May 1911, 

" R e c a l l i n g a l s o i t s r e s o l u t i o n I988 ( L X ) of 11 May 1976, 
" R e c a l l i n g a l s o i t s r e s o l u t i o n 1793 ( L I V ) of 18 May 1975, 

" B e l i e v i n g the.t i t i s only through the t i m e l y submission of concise 
r e p o r t s by Member States and speci3.1ized -agencies a,nd of other o b j e c t i v e 
i n f o r m a t i o n which may be submitted i n accordance with Economic and S o c i a l 
C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n 888 Б (XXXIV) of 24 J u l y I962 by non-governmental 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n c o n s u l t a t i v e status that the i n t e r n a . t i o n a l community can 
appreciate both the progress achieved a,nd the problems s t i l l to be overcome 
i n the f i e l d of the f u r t h e r promotion a,nd development of human r i g h t s , 

" B e l i e v i n g a l s o tha.t the value of these r e p o r t s r e s t s on t h e i r being 
submitted by as many Sta„tes as p o s s i b l e , 

"1. Decides that Member States s h a l l be asked i n f u t u r e to submit 
p e r i o d i c r e p o r t s once every three years i n a. continuing c y c l e ; the f i r s t 
r e p o r t , on c i v i l and po l i t i c a ^ - l r i g h t s ?.nd freedom of in f o r m a t i o n , t o be 
submitted i n 1979> ana the second, on economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s , 
to be submitted i n 1982; 

"2. Further decides that States pa.rties to the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant 
on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a . l Rights which submit r e p o r t s under a r t i c l e 40, 
para„gra,ph 1, -of tha.t Covenant need not submit r e p o r t s on s i m i l a r questions 
under the r e p o r t i n g procedure e s t a b l i s h e d under Economic and S o c i a l C o u n c i l 
r e s o l u t i o n 1074 С (XXXIX) of 28 J u l y 1965; 

VI. DRAFT RESOLUTIONS RECOMMEI'JDED FOR ADOPTION 
BY THE COMFHSSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS 

I 
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Requests the Ad Hoc Committee on P e r i o d i c Reports at i t s next 
session to consider the d e s i r a b i l i t y of the continued p u b l i c a t i o n of the 
Yearbook on Human Ri g h t s ; 

"4« Reaffirms the n e c e s s i t y f o r a l l Member States to submit r e p o r t s 
i n the f u t u r e ; 

" 5 . I n v i t e s Member States, i r i submitting t h e i r p e r i o d i c r e p o r t s , to 
f o l l o w c l o s e l y the o u t l i n e of headings f o r r e p o r t s sent to them by the 
Secretary-General and to pay great a t t e n t i o n to the g u i d e l i n e s contained i n 
paragraph 1 of Commission on Human Rights r e s o l u t i o n 16 В ( X X I I l ) , which 
was adopted on 22 March 1 9 6 7 ; 

" 6 . Considers i n p a r t i c u l a r that the assessment of progress and problems 
i n the promotion and p r o t e c t i o n of human r i g h t s by the Commission on 
Human Rig h t s and i t s Ad Hoc Committee on P e r i o d i c Reports on Human Rights 
can be of p r a c t i c a l value to the extent that Governments a l s o in c l u d e i n 
t h e i r r e p o r t s d e t a i l e d i n f o r m a t i o n on l e g i s l a t i v e and other measures taken 
w i t h the aim of overcoming s p e c i f i c d i f f i c u l t i e s encountered." 

I I 

The Commission on Human Ri g h t s , 

Having considered, w i t h the a s s i s t a n c e of i t s Ad Hoc Committee on P e r i o d i c 
Reports on Human Ri g h t s , the r e p o r t s on freedom of i n f o r m a t i o n f o r the p e r i o d 
1 J u l y 1970 to 3 June 1975 r e c e i v e d from States Members of the United Nations or 
members of s p e c i a l i z e d agencies and from s p e c i a l i z e d agencies, as w e l l as 
in f o r m a t i o n r e c e i v e d from non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n c o n s u l t a t i v e s t a t u s , 
i n accordance w i t h Economic and S o c i a l СогшсИ r e s o l u t i o n 1074 С (XXXIX) of 
28 J u l y 1965 (E/CN,4/1214 and Add.l, A d d . l / C o r r . l and Add.2-19; E/CN.4/1215 and 
Add.1-2, Add.2/corr.l and Add . 3 ) , 

Noting w i t h a p p r e c i a t i o n the a n a l y t i c a l summary (E/CN . 4 / 1 2 2 4 ) prepared by 
the Secretary-General, 

S t r e s s i n g the importance of a r t i c l e 19 of the U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n of 
Human R i g h t s , a r t i c l e I 9 of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l 
R ights and the d e c i s i o n s of United Nations bodies r e l a t i n g to freedom of 
inf o r m a t i o n , 

1. Considers that r e p o r t s r e c e i v e d from Member States of the United Nations 
or members of s p e c i a l i z e d agencies, from s p e c i a l i z e d agencies and from 
non-governmental or g a n i z a t i o n s f o r the per i o d 1 J u l y I97O to 30 June 1975 r e v e a l 
the f o l l o w i n g ; 

(a) S i g n i f i c a n t developments i n the f i e l d of freedom of i n f o r m a t i o n through 
the enactment of new l e g i s l a t i o n , the establishment of new State organs and 
adherence to internationa . 1 agreements of co-operation f o r the exchange of 
inf o r m a t i o n ; 

(b) The growing r o l e of mass media as an instrument f o r the promotion of the 
economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l p o l i c i e s of States; 
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(c) The s i g n i n g or r a t i f i c a t i o n by many States, of i n t e r n a t i o n a l agreements 
or conventions f o r co-operation i n the use of new t e c h n i c a l means i n the f i e l d 
of i n f o r m a t i o n , and no t i c e a b l e progress at the t e c h n i c a l l e v e l , w i t h a r e s u l t i n g 
increase i n the volume of i n f o r m a t i o n gathered and disseminated by the mass media; 

(d) The p o s i t i v e i n f l u e n c e of United Nations d e c i s i o n s on l e g i s l a t i o n 
enacted during the p e r i o d ; 

(e) A d d i t i o n s i n the n a t i o n a l l e g i s l a t i o n enacted by se v e r a l States to 
b e t t e r p r o t e c t the i n d i v i d u a J and h i s priva.cy against misuse of the freedom of 
inf o r m a t i o n ; 

( f ) That l i m i t a t i o n s i n the ex e r c i s e of freedom of information, are provided 
f o r , by the r e s p e c t i v e c o n s t i t u t i o n s and rel e v a n t l e g i s l a t i o n of r e p o r t i n g S t a t e s , 
to l i m i t t h i s freedom i n the i n t e r e s t of p u b l i c order or i n s i t u a t i o n s of 
n a t i o n a l emergency; 

(g) That.the r a i s i n g of the l e v e l of p u b l i c education i s an. e f f e c t i v e method 
to promote the r i g h t to freedom of i n f o r m a t i o n ; 

2 . Regrets that э. number of Sta,tes have s t i l l not submitted r e p o r t s on 
freedom of i n f o r m a t i o n ; 

3 . Deplores the absence of r e p o r t s on freedom of i n f o r m a t i o n i n some 
t e r r i t o r i e s s t i l l under c o l o n i a l r u l e ; 

4» •- Velcomes the d e c i s i o n ta.ken by the nineteenth General Conference of the 
United Nations E d u c a t i o n a l , S c i e n t i f i c and C u l t i i r a l O r g a n i z a t i o n, h e l d at N a i r o b i , 
from 26 October to 30 November 1 9 7 6 , to endorse the Non-aligned Press Agencies 
Pool, as a means of p r o v i d i n g developing c o u n t r i e s w i t h a l t e r n a t i v e sources of 
inf o r m a t i o n ; 

5 ' Recognizes that i n f o r m a t i o n through the mass media i s a powerful means 
of i n v o l v i n g various sectors of s o c i e t y i n the process of economic and s o c i a l 
development ; 

6 , Requests States Members of the United Nations or members of specia^lized 
agencies, s p e c i a l i z e d agencies and non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s , i n preparing 
t h e i r r e p o r t s : 

(a) To adhere as c l o s e l y as p o s s i b l e to the " o u t l i n e of headings" sent out 
by che Secretary-General i n accordance w i t h Commission r e s o l u t i o n - l 6 В ( X X I I l ) ; 

(b) To submit r e p o r t s of a reasonable l e n g t h , i n c l u d i n g only where necessary 
excerpts from l e g a l documents and, wherever p o s s i b l e , p u t t i n g them i n appendices 
to t h e i r r e p o r t s ; 
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(c) To pa,y increaseô. a t t e n t i o n to the f u l l r e ^ i l i z a t i o n of the r i g h t to 
freedom of i n f o r m a t i o n which i m p l i e s not only the wsy i n f o r m a t i o n i s imparted to 
the p o p u l a t i o n but a l s o the way i n which a l l those persons r e s i d i n g t e m p o r a r i l y 
or permanently i n the t e r r i t o r y can have access to i n f o r m a t i o n ; 

(d) To provide data on the q u a l i t y , a,s w e l l as the q u a n t i t y , of the 
i n f o r m a t i o n being disseminated; 

7 . Recommends 

(a) That the issuance of the subject a.nd country index, prepared under 
Economic and S o c i a l Council r e s o l u t i o n 1074 С (XXIX), be d i s c o n t i n u e d ; 

(b) That the Ad Hoc Committee on P e r i o d i c Reports should, at i t s next s e s s i o n , 
review the appropria,tene3s of the present requirement, under Economic and 
S o c i a l C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n 1074 С (XXXIX), to i s s u e the docment e n t i t l e d "Status 
of m u l t i l a t e r a l t r e a t i e s i n the f i e l d of human r i g h t s concluded under 
United Nations auspices"; 

(c) That Governments, s p e c i a l i z e d agencies and non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s , 
should observe the t i m e - l i m i t s suggested by the Secreta.ry-General; and that 
non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n p a r t i c u l a r should ensure that t h e i r r e p o r t s 
c o n t a i n i n f o r m a t i o n a,s recent and as up to date as p o s s i b l e ; 

(d) That s p e c i a l i z e d agencies and a l s o the non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n 
c o n s u l t a t i v e s t a t u s , whose c o n t r i b u t i o n s are very u s e f u l , should as f a r ais p o s s i b l e , 
i n the i n t e r e s t of economy, report only on areas d i r e c t l y r e l a t e d to t h e i r f i e l d 
of concern. 

V I I . iïDOPTION OP THE REPORT 

3 6 . At i t s 8 6 t h meeting, on 4 February 1 9 7 7 , the Ad Hoc Committee on P e r i o d i c 
Reports on Human Rights considered the d r a f t report on the work of i t s 1977 s e s s i o n 
and adopted i t , as o r a l l y amended, without a vote. 




