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I. INTRIIDOCTION: General p o l i c i e s and s i g n i f i c a n t develop
ments d u r i n g the p e r i o d from 1 J u l y 1970 
to 50 June 1975 v/ith regard to freedom of 
i n f o r m a t i o n 

The continuous r e a l i z a t i o n a.nd development of 

freedom of i n f o r m a t i o n and access to i n f o r m a t i o n i n 

the Hungarian People's Repuhlic g i v e e x p r e s s i o n to 

the c o n v i c t i o n of the Hungarian Government t h a t peace

f u l c o - e x i s t e n c e , rapprochement and f r i e n d s h i p hetv/een 

the peoples presuppose and a t the same time nalce p o s s i b l e 

f r u i t f u l c o - o p e r a t i o n among St a t e s i n the f i e l d s 

of s c i e n c e , c u l t u r e and i n f o r m a t i o n . 

In the awareness t h a t Hungarian s o c i e t y embraces 

a l l genuine v a l u e s o f hiiman c u l t u r e , the Hungarian 

Government i s i n f a v o u r of dev e l o p i n g human con t a c t s 

and i n t e r n a t i o n a l tourism, e n a b l i n g people to t r a v e l 

and go to see the v/orld. 

The Hungarian People's Republic demonstrates i n 

p r a c t i c e t h a t i t supports c o - o p e r a t i o n i n the f i e l d s 

o f c u l t u r e , i n f o r m a t i o n , p e r s o n a l c o n t a c t s , and any 

reasonable steps to promote b e t t e r mutual Icnowledge 

of peoples and c o u n t r i e s . In t h i s s p i r i t i t took an 

a c t i v e p a r t a l s o i n the v;ork of the Conference on 

S e c u r i t y and Co-operation i n Europe; the Hxmgarian 

Government has signed and i s implementing the P i n a l A c t o f 

the Conference. A.t presen t the Hungarian p u b l i c making 



use o f a broad spectrum mass media has access to comprehensive 

.information hoth ahout i t s ov/n country and the v/ide world, 

1, 'Jhe Hungarian p r e s s 

Today's Hungarian p r e s s c o n s i d e r s i t as i t s main 

o h j e c t i v e to f u r t h e r the s o c i a l i s t advancement of the Hungarian 

people, to make t h e i r l i f e r i c h e r and more c u l t u r e d , and to 

promote f r i e n d s h i p among the peoples and the maintenance of 

peace. 

The d a i l i e s review the most important i n t e m a . t i o n a l 

events and. c a r r y commentaries and reviev/s on f o r e i g n a f f a i r s . 

The papers \irrite much and r e g u l a r l y about the s t r u g g l e 

f o r the ex t e n s i v e p r a c t i c a l implementation of the p r i n c i p l e 

of p e a c e f u l c o - e x i s t e n c e , f o r détente, f o r the thwarting 

of attempts a g a i n s t peace. They are v e r y much concerned 

V7ith events of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l l a b o u r movement and the 

problems of the developing c o u n t r i e s . 

The nev/spapers d e a l r e g u l a r l y w i t h economic 

q u e s t i o n s , problems of i n d u s t r i a l and a g r i c u l t u r a l p r o d u c t i o n . 

D a i l y and weekly papers i n Hungary a r e , as they have ab/iajs 

+ The P i n a l A c t of the Conference on S e c u r i t y and 
Go-operation i n Europe v/as p u b l i s h e d i n 100,000 copies 
i n Hungarian by the Kossuth P u b l i s h i n g House i n Budapest 
on 50 September 1975. 

file:///irrite


been i n the p a s t , the most v/idely used media f o r the hest 

poets and v / r i t e r s to p u b l i s h t h e i r poems and o t h e r 

v ; r i t i n g s . They r e g u l a r l y p u b l i s h revievrs o f p l a y s 

motion p i c t u r e s and books, a r t i c l e s on s o c i a l and 

c u l t u r a l problems, and s c i e n t i f i c d i s c u s s i o n s . 

They cover s p o r t i n g events, p u b l i s h w r i t i n g s f o r women 

and c h i l d r e n , as w e l l as cou r t r e p o r t s . 

Advertisements are a l s o p u b l i s h e d i n the d a i l i e s and 

xi e e k l i e s . An i n c r e a s i n g ' пглпЪег of advertisements come 

from f o r e i g n f i r m s . A ve r y p o p u l a r f e a t u r e i s pro v i d e d 

by the c l a s s i f i e d ads p u b l i s h e d every day, a c o n s i d e r 

able p a r t of v/hich o f f e r enployment to v/orkers o f v a r i o u s 

trades and occupations, others d e a l v/ith the buying and 

s e l l i n g o f r e a l e s t a t e and v a r i o u s goods, v/ith apartment 

exchanges, h o l i d a y f a c i l i t i e s and the expansion of 

p e r s o n a l c o n t a c t s , 

a./ ITev/spapers and p e r i o d i c a l s 

A t p r e s e n t about 907 p r i n t e d p e r i o d i c a l p u b l i c a 

t i o n s appear r e g u l a r l y i n Himgary. / " P e r i o d i c a l " 

means any p r i n t e d matter p u b l i s h e d a t l e a s t f o u r times 

a y e a r . / Among them there are f i v e p o l i t i c a l , 

e c o n o m i c o - p o l i t i c a l d a i l i e s of n a t i o n a l c i r c i i l a t i o n , 

2 o t h e r d a i l y papers, 21 coimty d a i l i e s , 1 s p o r t s nev/s

paper, a l t o g e t h e r 29 d a i l y papers.• 
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The combined d a i l y c i r c u l a t i o n p e r i s s u e o f the 

21 county d a i l y newspapers i s 883,000 on the average. 

The average c i r c u l a t i o n per i s s u e of a l l the d a i l i e s 

i n Hungary'- i s 2 , 5 5 0,000. / See Appendix / 1 / . / 

b./ newspaper d i s t r i b u t i o n by the Hung^arian Post 

O f f i c e 

The d i s t r i b u t i o n of nevrspapers i n Hungai^r i s a 

f u n c t i o n of the Post O f f i c e , which d e l i v e r s the 

papers to the l^oiues of s u b s c r i b e r s and employs news 

vendors to s e l l payers a t nev/s stands and Jciooks. 

AV'Ot^t SO per cent of the c i r c u l a t i o n of the worniü'.g 

p o l i t i c s . l d a i l i e s i s taken up by s u b s c r i b e r s . The 

d i s t r i b u t i o n s e r v i c e s u p p l i e s the readers v/ith v a r i o u s 

nev/spapers and p e r i o d i c a l s i n more than 1,140,000 

m i l l i o n copies a year. The papers reach every one of 

the 3,200 communities cf Hungary'-. On the n a t i o n a l 

average annuallj?- around 500 copies reach егеху f-amilj. 

The p r i c e s and su.DScripion r a t e s of newspapers 

and p e r i o d i c a l s are low. + ïîie papers v/itfo a l a r g e 

cirou3.ation are p r o f i t a b l e , eind t h i s t o g e t h e r w i t h s t a t e 

s u b s i d i e s enable the p u b l i s h i n g o r g a n i z a t i o n s to cover 

f-io d e f i c i t of nev/spapers and p e r i o d i c a l s v h i c h , having 

i n t e r e s t f o r only a narrov/ c i r c l e of r eaders, have a s m a l l e r 

c i r c u l a t i o n . 

+ D a i l y papers s e l l a t 0.80 Pt to 1.20 F t a co-pj. 
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The S t a t e spends l a r g e stuns on the p u b l i s h i n g o f t e c h n i c a l , 

p e d a g o g i c a l , m e d i c a l and ot h e r s p e c i a l i s e d j o u r n a l s , 

as v / e l l as of the papers of r e l i g i o i i s denominations 

and those p u b l i s h e d i n the languages of the n a t i o n a l i t i e s 

l i v i n g i n Hungary''. 

с / The Hungarian I-Tev/s Agency /li'TI/ + 

KTI c o n s i s t s o f s e v e r a l e d i t o r i a l o f f i c e s and 

departments. The home e d i t o r ' s o f f i j s e has f o u r 

departments : c u l t u r a l and i n t e r n a l p o l i c y , economics, 

a g r i c u l t u r e , and s p o r t . There i s a s m a l l e r e d i t o r i a l 

o f f i c e a t each county s e a t . The f o r e i g n editor''s 

o f f i c e v/rites up the news r e c e i v e d from f o r e i g n press 

agencies and those sent i n by i t s ovrn correspondents 

from abroad. 

On the b a s i s o f b i l a t e r a l agreements I4TI regu-

l a r l j ' ' r e c e i v e s by r a d i o and cable the press m a t e r i a l 

o f 20 nev/s agencies, among them A?P, ЛР, Reuter, TASS 

and UPI. In a d d i t i o n i t has arrangements v/ith 15 nev/s 

agencies f o r o c c a s i o n a l news exchanges. IÎTI loas peraa-

nent correspondents i n many p a r t s o f the v/orld. S p e c i a l 

correspondents are sent our to r e p o r t on a l l major 

p o l i t i c a l o r s p o r t i n g events abroad. 

+ Having been founded i n ISSO, i t i s one of the 
o l d e s t p r e s s agencies of the v/orld. 
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The f o r e i g n p r e s s s e r v i c e o f MTI makes use of 

the b u l l e t i n s of about 40 f o r e i g n news agencies and 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s , as v/ e l l as about 150 papers o f the 

v/orld p r e s s , on the b a s i s o f v/hich i t i s s u e s a nev/s 

b u l l e t i n t̂ z/o or three times a v/eek. 

The press s e r v i c e s u p p l i e s f o r e i g n p a r t n e r s v/ith 

i n f o r m a t i o n on p o l i t i c a l , economic, and c u l t u r a l 

events i n Exmgaxj, and v/ith a r t i c l e s o f an infoiTna-

t i v e c h a r a c t e r . I t t r a n s m i t s nev/s m a t e r i a l through 

radio-teletji-pe 8,nd cable three times a аазг i n Trench, 

once i n E n g l i s h , and once i n G-erman. There are tv/o 

tr a n s m i s s i o n s a day i n Russian, and one i n Spanish f o r 

South America. The e d i t o r i a l o f f i c e p u b l i s h e s 

b u l l e t i n s i n E n g l i s h , French, German and Russian once 

a v/eek. 

Interphoto MTI maintains r e g u l a r connections 

v/ith more than 50 photographic s e r v i c e s and nev/spapers 

i n a l l c o m e r s o f the world. I t sends many thousands 

p i c t u r e s abroad every month and r e c e i v e s as many 

i n r e t u r n by tele-photography and radio-photography. 

P i c t u r e s of major p o l i t i c a l and s p o r t i n g events are 

t r a n s m i t t e d abi'oad by the same means. 

St a t e a.nd s o c i a l organs of t h e j ) r e s s 

The i n f o r m a t i o n O f f i c e of the C o u n c i l of M i n i s t e r s 

i s a State organ of n a t i o n a l a u t h o r i t y v/ith m i n i s t e r i a l 

j u r i s d i c t i o n over the domain of the p r e s s . 
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I t s primary t a s l : i s to make sure t h a t r e g u l a r and ex

t e n s i v e informa.tion i s provided to the people o f the 

country Ъу means of the p r e s s , the Tl-ongarian News 

Agenc;- /МТ1/, hy r a d i o and t e l e v i s i o n . In the exer

c i s e of i t s functions the I n f o n n a t i o n O f f i c e makes 

a v a i l a b l e to the press the o f i c i a l comm.^miqués about 

a c t s o f ra.rliament, law-decrees and d e c i s i o n s i s s u e d 

by the P r e s i d e n t i a l C o i m c i l of the People's R e p u b l i c , 

decrees and d e c i s i o n s o f the Clovemment. I t organizes 

and c o - o r d i n a t e s the r e g u l a r suppler o f i n f o r m a t i o n 

to the press by v a r i o u s State a. u t h o r i t i e s ; and i t 

ensures t h a t press correspondents aro able to be 

present and work a t important events of n a t i o n a l 

i n t e r e s t . 

With r e s p e c t to p e r i o d i c a l p u b l i c a t i o n s the 

Information O f f i c e h.iis a d m i n i s t r a t i v e f u n c t i o n s i n 

quest i o n s concerning the p u b l i c a t i o n and d i s t r i b u t i o n 

of nev/spapers and the supply of nev/sprint to nev/spapers 

and p e r i o d i c a l s . I t e x e r c i s e s s u p e r v i s i o n over the 

implementation of State r e g u l a t i o n s concerning the 

press and the f i e l d of i n f o r m a t i o n i n genera.1. 

In each m i n i s t r y and each organ of n a t i o n a l 

authority'' there i s a press department or a p u b l i c 

r e l a t i o n s o f f i c e r . ïhe Press department of the Ilinis^tr;^'-

of F o r e i g n A f f a i r s a c c r e d i t s f o r e i g n correspondents, 
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keeps them informed of the f o r e i g n p o l i c y and domestic 

a f f a i r s o f the Hungarian People's Repuhlic , and sends 

Hungarian correspondents abroad. 

The N a t i o n a l A s s o c i a t i o n o f Hungarian J o u r n a l i s t s 

perform tasks imder i t s ovm s t a t u t e r e g a r d i n g press 

p o l i c y , o r g a n i z a t i o n , p r o f e s s i o n a l matters, advanced 

t r a i n i n g , p r o t e c t i o n of i n t e r e s t s , and f o r c i n g 

r e l a t i o n s . 

The A s s o c i a t i o n p u b l i s h e s a monthly j o u r n a l 

e n t i t l e d Magyar Sa;)to / Hungarian Press / . 

A t the headquarters of the A s s o c i a t i o n f o r e i g n 

correspondents a c c r e d i t e d i n Budapest, f o r e i g n j o u r 

n a l i s t s , r a d i o and t e l e v i s i o n r e p o r t e r s v i s i t i n g 

Hungary'' can r e g u l a r l y meet one another, t h e i r Hungarian 

c o l l e a g u e s , and Hungarian p u b l i c f i g u r e s . 

The A-ssociation of Hungarian J r u m a l i s t s i s an 

a c t i v e member of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l O r g a n i z a t i o n of 

J o u r n a l i s t s as v^rell as of a fev/ o t h e r i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

b o d i e s . I t e n t e r t a i n s r e l a t i o n s v/ith about 60 f o r e i g n 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s of newspapermen, and has a l r e a d y concluded 

agreements v;ith about t^.'/enty of them. In September 1972 

the I n t e r n a t i o n a l O r g a n i z a t i o n of J o u r n a l i s t s h e l d an 

extended meeting of i t s p r e s i d i m i n Hungary. 

The s o c i a l a p p r e c i a t i o n of the press and j o u r -
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n a l i s t s i s manifested Ъу the nation-wide c e l e b r a t i o n 

of Hungarian Press Day on 7 December every year. 

A p r i z e named a f t e r Perene Pózsa, the f i r s t e d i t o r 

of Szabad Hep / The Free People / i s av/arded, on the 

o c c a s i o n of the anniversary'- o f Hungar^'-'s l i b e r a t i o n , 

to j o u r n a l i s t s v/hose a c t i v i t i e s have most e f f e c t i v e l y 

contrubuted to the s o l u t i o n of the tasks ahead of the 

mass-media. 

2 , The Plimgarian xiad_iq 

On 31 December 1973 the Hungarian Radio had 

2,535,000 s u b s c r i b e r s . The slov;er i n c r e a s e obseinred 

i n r e c e n t з^агв i s i n d i c a t i v e of forthcoming s a t u r a t i o n . 

/ The t o t a l number of s e v e r a l r a d i o s e t s ovmed by 

households i s not o f f i c i a l l y r e g i s t r e r e d . / Radio 

s u b s c r i b e r s pay 10 F t a D.onth i r r e s p e c t i v e o f the 

пгттЪег of se t s they keep i n t h e i r homes. 

The main f a c t o r i n t h i s r a p i d development has 

benn the f a v o u r a b l e e f f e c t o f the p o l i t i c a l and economic 

t r a n s f o r m a t i o n f o l l o w i n g l i b e r a t i o n as a r e s u l t o f v/hich 

the d e s i r e f o r l e a r n i n g and the demand f o r c u l t u r a l and 

p o l i t i c a l information of the masses i n c r e a s e d to an 

e-xtraordinary extent. / See Appendix /2/. / 

At present the Hungarian Radio t r i e s to pr o v i d e 

programaTies corresponding to demands by o p e r a t i n g b:JO 



p a r a l l e l medium-wave major b r o a d c a s t i n g programmes 

/ Kossuth Radio and Petôfi Radio / and an u l t r a - s h o r t -

v/ave / Ж / t h i r d programme. Regular experimental 

s t e r e o b r o a d c a s t i n g s t a r t e d i n 13 Ilarch 1969. 

Pour l a r g e domestic departments / Department 

of P o l i t i c a l I nformation, Music Department, L i t e r a r y 

and Dramatic Department, and the C h i l d r e n ' s and Youth's 

Opps.x-tmont / endeavour t o co-ox<iinate the llEteners» 

o f t e n c o n t r a d i c t e r y concepts and wishes, the s u b j e c t i v e 

ргозгёлниэ demands o f t h e p u b l i c . / See Appendix / ? / . / 

The Hungarian Radio i s a s o c i a l l y committed 

i n s t i t u t i o n v/hich s u p p l i e s i n f o r m a t i o n , spreads c u l t u r e , 

improves p u b l i c t a s t e , and p r o v i d e s entertainment, 

and v/hich f u n c t i o n s on the p r i n c i p l e s o f s o c i a l i s t 

programme and a r t p o l i c y . In l i n e v/ith the v a r i e t y 

of the l i s t e n e r s ' dema.nds the Hungarian Radio dissern-

i n e t o s the i n t e l l e c t u a l food o f inforœation, culture 

and entertainment throu^h d i v e r s e шеапз. 

The Hungarian Radio has e x t e n s i v e i n t e m a t i o n ? . ! 

r e l a t i o n s , ^УПЪ&ЛУХП^^ music&l ргозгажпес v/ith more 

than 100 r a d i o c e n t r e s i n the v;orlà. Hungaricùi m u s i c a l 

compositions are broadcast by 200 to 220 s t a t i o n s a l l 

over the v/orld a n n u a l l y . The Hungarian Radio r e g u l a r l y 
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r e l a y s programvnes from concert h a l l s aoroaa, such as 
the Salsourg f e s t i v a l , the Bergen O'estival, the Vienna 
F e s t i v e Weeks, the Prague Spring, the Zagroo Musical 
B i e n n i a l , the Brussels Modern i-lus i с P c s t i v a l , the 
Edinburgh F e s t i v a l , the United ifations concert organ
i z e d on 24 Octobere/oiy year, e t c . 

1., ;t̂ hê ^ Kuy^ ar i an F o,l e v i s i on 
On 51 December 1975 the Hungarian l e l e v i s i o n i ..ad 

2 , l : ; j , 0 0 ' j s u b s c r i b e r s . Bhe s v i b s c r i p t i o n fee i s bO Ft 
a month, irrespectiv^e of the number of BY sets ovmed 
by the s u b s c r i b e r . 

In August 1971 an experimental s t a t i o n /Channel 2/ 
s t a r t e d broadcasting partly'' i n black-and-v/hite, p a r t l y i n 
colour. 

Studio 17, an independent programme-making u n i t , 
supplied vn'.th the most uT)-to-date equipment and f i t 
to m.ake programmes both i n black-and-v.'hite and i n colovir, 
i.'as inaugvirated on 7 IHovember 197?. / See Append!:: /4/./ 

.iUitonomous programme-editing i m i t s i n the Ĥ xagarL:....i 
x e l e v i s i o n are the departments of p o l i t i c a l a f f a i r s , 
general c u l t u r e , l i t e r a r y and dramatic perfor:aances, yoi:f;. 
and educational progranmies, f i l m s and co-productions, 
entertainm.ent and musical broadcasts, e t c . 
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The Hungarian T e l e v i s i o n o r g a n i z e s round-taole 

conferences w i t h the p a r t i c i p a t i o n of f o r e i g n p o l i t i 

c i a n s and nev;spapermen i n order to malee the Ilimgarian 

viewers f a m i l i a r w i t h d i f f e r e n t p o s i t i o n s r e g a r d i n g 

such important q u e s t i o n s of f o r e i g n p o l i t i c s as de

tente or disarmament. Such a f u n c t i o n v/as, f o r e:cam-

p l e , the round-taole d i s c u s s i o n i n the sijmmer of 1н7б 

v/ith the p a r t i c i p a t i o n of j o u r n a l i s t s froM the S o v i e t 

union, the United S t a t e s , the f e d e r a l Repuhlic of 

Germany, the Geman Democratic Republic and Himgar^^. 

The r e a l i z a t i o n of the programme of about 30 to 

8? hours a v/eek /broadcast on tv/o channels/ r e q u i r e s 

c o n s i d e r a b l e t e c h n i c a l , i n t e l l e c t u a l and n a t e r i a l ex

p e n d i t u r e . The demands of the masses of 'JV viev/ers 

are ever grov/ing, thus the programmes are created un

der a h e a - Y j pressure of the p o s s i b i l ^ t i e s a:id tr.e ex

p e c t a t i o n s or v/ishes. A good exam.ple f o r t h i s i.s tlie 

TV Porum, i n the course of v/hich viev/eics can as-: by 

phone any q u e s t i o n o f f o r e i g n p o l i t i c a l I n t e r o s t . "he 

q u e s t i o n s are ansv/ered b;'- prominent J o u r n a l i s t s , experts 

i n f o r e i g n a f f a i r s . 

The Hungarian T e l e v i s i o n r e g u l a r l y t r a n s m i t s 

perfoiraances of t h e a t r e s i n Budapest and i n the 

p r o v i n c e s . In a d i a l o g u e bet^i-veen advocates of cori-

f r o n t i n g and contradictor;,'' vie'./s i n arc-:-. 1. Г; the 
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Hungarian A s s o c i a t i o n of Dramatic A r t i s t s found t h a t 

the programmes of the Hungarian T e l e v i s i o n boosted 

the fréquentation of t h e a t r e s Ъу drawing a t t e n t i o n to 

the p l a y s shorn on stage. 

T e l e v i s i o n a u d i o - v i s u a l laiguage l e s s o n s stimu

l a t e young TV viev/ers to l e a r n Russian, German, E n g l i s h 

and French. 

The Hungarian Radio and The Himgarian T e l e v i s i o n 

ma.intain s t e a d i l y expanding r e l a t i o n s w i t h f o r e i g n 

b r o a d c a s t i n g c e n t r e s : they are members of ÛIRT, the 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n of radi© and t e l e v i s i o n 

networks of the s o c i a l i s t c o u n t r i e s . Hangarian TV p l a y s 

a.nd f i l m s are sho\m a t every major t e l e v i s i o n f e s t i v a l , 

from Monte C a r l o to as f a r as A l e x a n d r i a . Hungarian t e l e 

v i s i o n r e p o r t e r s 8.nd shooting teams make frequent t r i p s 

to v a r i o u s nearby and d i s t a n t coTintries. Agreements v/ith 

f o r e i g n ' t e l e v i s i o n s promote the exchange o f Tí p l a y s , 

f i l m s , youth and c i l d r e n ' s programmes, docur.aentary f i l m s 

s p o r t c a s t s e t c . The p a s t f i f t e e n - o d d years have 

witnessed an i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n of i n t e r n a t i o n a l p r o f e s 

s i o n a l and p e r s o n a l c o n t a c t s i n r e s p e c t of TV f i l i f a s , 

v/ith new o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r the exchange of experiences. 

As of 31 J u l y 1974, by v i r t u e of a C o u n c i l of 

M i n i s t e r s * d e c i s i o n , the a c t i v i t i e s of the Hungarian 

Radio and T e l e v i s i o n are c o - o r d i n a t e d by a State Committee 

of Radio and T e l e v i s i o n . 
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4. F i l m p r o d u c t i o n 

In t h i s r e s p e c t a d e t a i l e d d e s c r i p t i o n of Hun

g a r i a n f i l m a r t can he omitted, so i t v / i l l s u f f i c e to 

r e f e r to the e s s e n t i a l p o i n t s o f co n t a c t b e t w e e n the 

cinema, the d i s t r i b u t i o n o f f i l m s , the f i l m p r e s s and 

the p u b l i c i n view of access to i n f o r m a t i o n . 

A f t e r the l i b e r a t i o n the p r e s e n t a t i o n o f f o r e i g n 

filra;=! has become an e s t a b l i s h e d p r i n c i p l e o f programme 

po l i c ^ r . ÏWO-thirds o f the f o r e i g n f i l m s shovm i n the 

movies come from s o c i a l i s t c o u n t r i e s , o n e - t h i r d i s 

made up of p r o d u c t i o n s from c a p i t a l i s t c o u n t r i e s . The 

i n f l u i x of f i l m s o f commercial and i n f e r i o r q u a l i t y had 

g r a d u a l l y ceased, and the supply o f motion p i c t u r e s 

has become balanced. With the viev/ o f the b e t t e r s o l u 

t i o n of e d u c a t i o n a l t a s k s , the M i n i s t r y o f C u l t u r e 

has e s t a b l i s h e d a second e x h i b i t i o n netv/ork f o r a r t 

cinema and movie-fan c l u b s o f a k i n d v/hich g i v e a 

comprehensive reviev/ o f the i n t e r n a t i o n a l h i s t o r y of 

the cinema and a c r o s s - s e c t i o n o f c u r r e n t i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

f i l m p r o d u c t i o n . 

Some f i l m c r i t i c s o f the i n t e r n a t i o n a l p r e s s and 

s e v e r a l s o r e i g n f i l m d i s t r i b u t o r s take an i n c r e a s i n g 

i n t e r e s t i n the new Himgarian f i l m s . The i n t e r e s t o f the 

f o r e i g n p u b l i c i n Hungarian motion p i c t u r e s has grovm. 
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The new productions of the Hungarian f i l m industry 

can be regarded as an open , frauik testimonial of the 

s o c i a l i s t world, as a message about a p a r t i c u l a r path 

of f i l m a r t . 

Research on f i l m theory developed further during 

the past f i v e years. The number of per i o d i c a l s and 

books devoted to the cinema grew /e.g., more f i l m books 

v/ere published i n 1967 alone thaл i n the preceding 23 

years altogether/. 

In Hungary f i l m shov/s are held and stimulating 

prizes are av/arded both f o r feature f i l m and short 

films /Feature Film Shov/ at Pecs, Documentary Film 

F e s t i v a l at Miskolc, Youth Film Days at Koszeg, 

Synchronization Show at Debrecen/. Such reviews are 

sources of continual information to f i l m a r t i s t s , to 

the domestic and the foreign public a l i k e . 

As a development of the best t r a d i t i o n s of jour

nalism, f i l m publicism has become a regular practice 

i n the Hungarian cinema and has grovm very popular i n 

the country. 

New films and documentaries, a form of ar t related 

to journalism, are also very popular. Two-thirds of the 

350-iiefcre-long weekly newsreels consist of the cover

age of actual events, and one-third present quasi-

snapshot reports on the major events at home and i n 
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the world. Newsreels on world events and s p o r t s news-

r e e l s are a l s o sho\m a t r e g u l a r i n t e r v a l s . The Hun

g a r i a n Newsreel Company maintains r e g u l a r exchanges 

w i t h 28 c o u n t r i e s o f the world. The appearance of TV 

news has caused a l s o the nev/sreels to change and a s 

sume a magazine c h a r a c t e r v;hich evokes a more perma

nent i n t e r e s t . 

Research on f i l m theory and f i l m historj'' i s pro

moted hy the Hungarian S c i e n t i f i c I n s t i t u t e o f Cinema 

and F i l m A r c h i v e s , which i s a member of the I n t e m a -

t i o n a l F e d e r a t i o n o f F i l m A r c h i v e s . The f i l m museum 

under i t s management prese n t s more v a l u a b l e produc

t i o n s of U n i v e r s a l f i l m h i s t o r y and show, by art^^kino 

r i g h t , new and p i o n e e r i n g p r o d u c t i o n s o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

f i l m a r t . The I n s t i t u t e i s r e g u l a r l y engaged i n p u b l i s h 

i n g a c t i v i t i e s : i t e d i t s the p e r i o d i c a l s r i l i j i k ^ ^ 

/ F i l m Cггlture / and Wemz^ej^iëzi^ F̂ ^ 

/ I n t e r n a t i o n a l f i l m B u l l e t i n /, and the b i w e e k l j 

Jilmvilág / F i l m World /. 

3. Book p u b l i s h i n g and d i s t r i b u t i o n 

In the domestic flow o f i n f o r m a t i o n an outstand

i n g r o l e i s pla y e d by the p u b l i s h i n g and d i s t r i b u t i o n o f 

books which have wide-spread i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n t a c t s . 
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In 1974 s i x t e e n State pp.Mishing houses were 

o p e r a t i n g , twelve from among theai under the d i r e c t 

superxrision. o f the РиЪИз'Аегз* Board and f o u r ил(йст 

th a t of other s c i e n t i f i c от mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 

/ See Appendix /5/ / 

Once a p-uhlishing house has decided to b r i n g out 

a work, i t concludes a c o n t r a c t w i t h the eaithor o r the 

t r a n s l a t o r i n accordance v;ith the e x i s t i n g c o p y r i g h t 

laws, and r e g u l a t i o n s concerning author's f e e s . 

While 5,556 books appeared i n 53 , 4 4 9 , 9 0 0 copies 

i n 1971, the 6,894 v/orks p u b l i s h e d i n 1973 г/еге p r i n t e d 

i n 63,931,000 c o p i e s , 

b./ P r i n t i n g 

In 1972 p r i n t i n g houses and paper m i l l s f u n c t i o n 

i n g i n Hungary numbered 93. Since 1972 the d i s t r i b u 

t i o n o f books i s handled by three e n t e r p r i s e s . She 

S t a t e Book P i s t r i b u t i o n E n t e r p r i s e has competence i n 

Budapest, and the " Müvelt Hep " / Gultxired People / 

Book D i s t r i b u t o r s i n the p r o v i n c e s . 

In 1974 i n Hungary there v/ere 378 bookshops, o f 

v/hich 122 i n Budapest and 256 i n the p r o v i n c e s . 



с / Trade i n books 

While the volume of trade i n books by the 

d i s t r i b u t i n g enterprises i n 1957 amounted to a l 

together 310 m i l l i o n f o r i n t s /21.6 m i l l i o n copies/, 

i n 1972 the corresponding figure was 1,218 m i l l i o n 

f o r i n t s /62.8 m i l l i o n copies/ . In that year the sim 

spent on books v/as 94 Ft per person, 

d./ International r e l a t i o n s of 

Hungarian publishers 

Hungarian publishers endeavour to infoim the 

reader of a l l values, past and present, i n the arts 

and sciences abroad. This i s evidenced by the number 

of translations: 

Prom 1945 to 1973 Hungarian publishers issued 

more than 40,000 foreign works i n nearly 250 m i l l i o n 

copies, / See Appendix /6/, / 

The extensive work of t r a n s l a t i o n carried on i n 

Hungary makes i t necessaiy f o r Hungarian publishers 

to be well informed about works produced abroad and 

to set up a good documentation system. In t h i s 

respect publishers receive valuable aid from the 

Copyright Offic e , which deals with copyright matters 

of Htmgarian and foreign authors and also provides 

information i n thi s f i e l d , Hungary i s a member of 

the Berne Union and a party to the copyright conven

t i o n concluded under the auspices of UNESCO. 
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The m a j o r i t y of the Himgarian hooks i s s u e d i n 

f o r e i g n languages appear as j o i n t e d i t i o n s of Hungarian 

p u b l i s h e r s and f o r e i g n f i r m s . In t h i s r e s p e c t good 

r e l a t i o n s have r e c e n t l y been e s t a b l i s h e d w i t h 

niMQerous p u b l i s h e r s of the S o v i e t Union, the German 

Democratic R e p u b l i c , the F e d e r a l R e p u b l i c of Germany, 

G-reat B r i t a i n , France and S w i t z e r l a n d . 

J o i n t l y p u b l i s h e d l a r g e d i c t i o n a r i e s have appeared, 

e d i t e d b j the Hungarian and P o l i s h , Hungarian and 

Czechoslovakian, Hungarian 8.nd Rormianien Academies of 

S c i e n c e s . 

Hungarian p u b l i s h e r s put out books i n f o r e i g n 

languages a l s o independently o f f o r e i g n f i r m s , a t 

t h e i r ovm r i s k . Some books are t r a n s l a t e d and brought 

out by f o r e i g n p u b l i s h i n g houses. Qiia.rterly book r e 

viev/s i n f o r e i g n languages p r o v i d e d e t a i l e d informa

tion, on Hungarian books to the f o r e i g n p u b l i c . 

An advanced form of i n t e m a . t i o n a l c o - o p e r a t i o n • 

i s the p u b l i s h i n g of books i n Hungarian j o i n t l y v/ith 

p u b l i s h i n g houses of neighbouring c o u n t r i e s / Czecho

s l o v a k i a , Rumania, the S o v i e t Union, a,nd Y u g o s l a v i a / . 

Under t h i s j o i n t programme Hungarian p u b l i s h i n g houses 

take over works i n Himgarian from these c o u n t r i e s and 

supply the f o r e i g n p u b l i s h i n g companies v/ith books 

p r i n t e d i n Hungary. P u b l i c a t i o n s are o f t e n e d i t e d i n 

c o l l a b o r a t i o n . 

Hungarian p u b l i s h e r s and b o o k s e l l e r s r e g u l a r l y 
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tajze p a r t i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l f a i r s and e x h i b i t i o n s 

abroad. • 

6 . L i b r a r i e s 

An e x t e n s i v e and e f f e c t i v e guarantee of access 

to i n f o r m a t i o n i n Htmgarjr i s the f m i c t i o n i n g of l i 

b r a r i e s . 

In 197'i p u b l i c l i b r a r i e s i n Hungary numbered 

0 , 6 5 7 w i t h about 29 m i l l i o n books. They had 2,297 , 0 0 0 

readers and borrowed out 56.5 m i l l i o n books. / See 

Appendix /7/. / 

There has been an abrupt i n c r e a s e i n the nmber, 

funds, p e r s o n n e l , and fréquentation of s c i e n t i f i c and 

t e c l i n i c a l l i b r a r i e s . There are today 1935 such 

l i b r a r i e s ,v/ith a stock of about 28.5 m i l l i o n books. 

During the p e r i o d under reviev/ the l i b r a r i e s i n 

troduced the i n t e r n a t i o n a l decimal system, compiled 

the n a t i o n a l c e n t r a l c a t a l o g u e s , e s t a b l i s h e d uniform 

rviles and standards f o r evrery tj^pe of l i b r a r y v:ork; 

documentation v/as adapted to l i b r a r y v/ork, the na

t i o n a l c u r r e n t b i b l i o g r a p h y v/a,s r e g u l a r l y p u b l i s h e d , 

3.nd a s u b j e c t index to p e r i o d i c a l s v/as i s s u e d . L i 

b r a r i e s make i n c r e a s i n g l y e x t e n s i v e use of m i c r o f i l m s 

and xerox as v/ell as of other up-to-date means v/ith 

the a i d of v/ell equipped l a b o r a t o r i e s . 

7. A r c h i v e s 

The p r e s e n t a r c h i v e s system promote the c e n t r a l 

h a n d l i n g and s t o r i n g of i n f o r m a t i o n m a t e r i a l s . 
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The c e n t r a l i z a t i o n o f a r c h i v e s i n 1950 has 

brought r e s u l t s . A fev; years have made up f o r the 

d e f i c i e n c i e s o f decades. The c o l l e c t i o n , r e g i s t r a 

t i o n and s c i e n t i f i c c l a s s i f i c a t i o n of documents out

s i d e the a r c h i v e s have beeji o r g a n i z e d . The N a t i o n a l 

A r c h i v e s , by p u b l i s h i n g a s e r i e s o f r e f e r e n c e books 

u s e f u l even by lîuropean standards, have f a c i l i t a t e d 

the s c i e n t i f i c e l a b o r a t i o n of the documents i n t h e i r 

f i l e s . 

In the p e r i o d under review the a c t i v i t y which 

had s t a r t e d on the b a s i s o f Lav/-Decree No, 27 of 

1969 g i v i n g an o v e r a l l r e g u l a t i o n o f Hungarian 

a r c h i v e s i n conformity w i t h the economic and p o l i t i c a l 

t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s of the past t w o decades continued. 

A c c o r d i n g to t h i s decree documents s i g n i f i c a n t from 

d i f f e r e n t aspects and of h i s t o r i c a l v a l u e must be con

s i d e r e d a r c h i v e s m a t e r i a l and p r o t e c t e d . 

The law-decree d e c l a r e s photographs and r e c o r d i n g s 

of s i g n i f i c a n t h i s t o r i c a l v a l u e made by whatever 

process a l s o to be a r c h i v e s m a t e r i a l . 

The a r c h i v e s of the C a t h o l i c Church are a l s o 

r a t e d as s p e c i a l i z e d a r c h i v e s / P r i m a t i a l A r c h i v e s 

a t Esztergom, B e n e d i c t i n e A r c h i v e s a t Pannonhalraa, e t c . / . 

The Hungarian S o c i a l i s t V/orkers' P a r t y has i t s 

ovm network of s p e c i a l i z e d a r c h i v e s . 
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8. D i s s e m i n a t i o n o f g e n e r a l knowledge 

Accès to i n f o r m a t i o n i n Hungary i s promoted by 

a l a r g e netv/ork o f d i f f u s i o n o f knov/ledge. / G e n e r a l -

knov/ledge academies, i m i v e r s i t y e x t e n s i o n courses, 

summer u n i v e r s i t i e s , language s c h o o l s , study c i r c l e s , 

l e c t u r e s e r i e s , experimental e x h i b i t i o n s t u d i o s , coun

t r y t o u r s , thematic and p r o f e s s i o n a l c l u b s , e t c . / ïhe 

A s s o c i a t i o n f o r the P o p u l a r i z a t i o n o f Science counting 

18,000 members pursues the aim of d i s s e m i n a t i n g a v a 

r i e t y o f p r o f e s s i o n a l and p r a c t i c a l knowledge of s c i 

e n t i f i c v a l u e . / See Appendix /9/. / 

Twelve summer u n i v e r s i t i e s g i v e courses which 

are attended by a l a r g e number of f o r e i g n e r s . The 

Danube Bend summer course on a r t s g i v e s l e c t u r e s on 

Himgarian music, the Sopron course d i s c u s s e s q u e s t i o n s 

o f f o r e s t r y and the timber i n d u s t r y , the Borsod County 

summer course a t M i s k o l c d e a l s w i t h the i n d u s t r i e s of 

Northern Hungary, the Lake B a l a t o n summer course a t 

Yeszprem g i v e s l e c t u r e s on the n a t u r a l h i s t o r y of the 

Lake and on the l i t e r a r y and a r t i s t i c monujnents of 

i t s r e g i o n . A.t Szeged the p e d a g o g i c a l s c i e n c e s are 

i n the l i m e l i g h t , a t Debrecen c u l t u r a l q u e s t i o n s are 

s t u d i e d , v/hile the F r i e n d s h i p o f Peoples summer course 

a t Pecs l e c t u r e s on the h i s t o r y and ethnography of the 

town and the county, and the Georgikon summer course 



a t K e s z t h e l y d e a l s w i t h s u b j e c t s r e l a t e d to a g r i c u l 

t u r e . Recently e s t a b l i s h e d stmmer u n i v e r s i t i e s are 

those of Eger / p r o t e c t i o n o f h i s t o r i c raontiments/, Bu

dapest / p r o f e s s i o n a l questions o f f o r e i g n tourism/, 

Gyula /the p r a c t i s i n g o f Esperanto/, and Szombathely 

/ S a v a r i a ouminer U n i v e r s i t y , past and present of the 

r e g i o n / . 

A broad network of language schools are spon

sored b j the A s s o c i a t i o n f o r the P o p u l a r i z a t i o n o f 

Science. Language coui-ses are organized a l s o by 

houses of c u l t u r e and other c u l t u r a l i n s t i t u t i o n s , 

and more and more f r e q u e n t l y by e n t e r p r i s e s caid es

tablishments i n v/hich the command of f o r e i g n langu.ages 

i s necessa,r;/. The v a r i o u s language courses p r o v i d e 

an o p p o r t u n i t y to l e a r n 18 to 20 languages, i n c l u d 

i n g languages of v/orld-v/ide use and even O r i e n t a l 

languages / T u r k i s h , A r a b i c , Jixpanese, Chinese, e t c . / . 

Attendance a t language schools i s grov/ing a t a r a p i d 

r a t e . The use of a u d i o - v i s u a l t e a c h i n g a i d s i s a l s o 

spreading. 

G-eneral knowledge of Jiimgarj^ _ апД ^Ьд worldj^ In 

t h i s f i e l d there i s gre a t a c t i v i t y due to i n i t i a t i v e s 

o f the P a t r i o t i c People's Pront, numerous o r g a n i z a 

t i o n s and i n s t i t u t i o n s . At many establisliments there 

are T r a v e l l e r s ' Clubs i n v/hich. t o u r i s t s exchange 

t h e i r t r a v e l e xperiences. 
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B d u c a t i o n a l l i t e r a t u r e : In 1973 Hungarian pub

l i s h i n g houses brought owt 990 e d u c a t i o n a l hooks i n 
15 m i l l i o n c o p i e s . liâmes of the best ]:novm s c i o n t i s t s 
and other s p e c i a l i s t s Ггош Hungary and the v/hols vrorld 
aro laore and more often oncountersd aaong the authors. 
''G-ouQolat-' /thought/ l u o l i s h i n g House i s s p e c i a l i z e d 

f o r the p u b l i c a t i o n of e d u c a t i o n a l v/orks, but other 

p u b l i s h e r s a l s o put out books of t h i s category. 

9. The r o l e o f s t a t i s t i c s i n the flow of infо g n a t i o n 

An e f f e c t i v e gtiara^ntee of a,ccess to infoxniation 
i s the a c t i v i t y i n the f i e l d of s t a t i r a t i c s v/hich i s 
perfomed oy the C e n t r a l ôtatistical í.-ffice. As a 
r e s u l t of tlio open, p r i n c i p l e d p o l i c y o f the liurigarian 
People's Republic s t a t i s t i c a l data noiicemins the ev
eryday l i f - ; :.nd a c t i v i t y ox the country'' are f r e e and ac
c e s s i b l e f o r a l l . 

One of the primary c o n d i t i o n s of the d a i l y f i m c -

t i o n i n g of democratic s o c i a l i s t p u b l i c l i f e i s f o r 

c i t i z e n s to be able to p a r t i c i p a t e i n p r o d u c t i o n , i n the 

d i s t r i b u t i o n of the m a t e r i a l ajid s p i r i t u a l goods produced, 

being c o n t i n u o u s l y informed of the i n t e r n a l and e x t e r n a l 

p o s i t i o n of the countrj'- and to be i n a p o s i t i o n to 

f o l l o v / v/ith a t t e n t i o n what i s , by i n t e r n a t i o n a l comparison, 

the content, the q u a l i t y and standard of the v/ay of l i v i n g 

and v/orking they experience as an everyday r e a l i t y i n t h e i r 

ovm coimtr''-. 



By making those data p u b l i c the Central S t a t i s 
t i c a l i j f f i c e enables the сотшоп c i t i z e n to make use 
of the p o s s i b i l i t i e s of a c q u i r i n g and extending the 
a v a i l a b l e inforrnation. In the period under reviei.f 
the S t a t i s t i c a l lnj.blishing House, vrorking on the ba
s i s of the data c o l l e c t e d and processed by the Gen-
t r c i l S t a t i s t i c a l O f f i c e , provided very extensive i n 
formation to the general p u b l i c , / See appendix /Э/./ 

The S t a t i s t i c a l P u b l i s h i n g House every 3/ear 
issues a catalogue l i s t i n g the public.ations and period 
i c a l s a v a i l a b l e to Hungarian c i t i z e n s and f o r e i g n e r s 
a l i k e , 

. L L S Influence of the United Hâtions on c o n s t i t u 
t i o n a l and l e g i s l a t i v e measures adopted f o r 
the r e c o g n i t i o n , enjoyment, and p r o t e c t i o n 0 
freedom of inf o r m a t i o n 

Regarding the per i o d under reviev/, on 17 January'' 
1974, ih e Hujigarian People's Repu.blic deposited v/ith 
the Secretary-G-enera.! of the United Hâtions the i n -
str-ument of r a t i f i c a t i o n of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Cov
enant on C i v i l ajid P o l i t i c a l Rights and the Interna
t i o n a l Covenant on :;conomic, S o c i a l and C u l t u r a l 
R i g h t s , adopted under the auspices of the United Hâ
t i o n s , and then, f o l l o v / i n g t h e i r entr^/' i n t o f o r c e , 
promulgated them through lav/-decrees, thus making i t 
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p a r t of the body of i t s e f f e c t i v e lav;s. /As i t i s w e l l 
Icnoi'm, A r t i c l e 19 of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on 
C i v i l and V o l i t i c a l Rights pi^ovides f o r freedom of ex
pr e s s i o n i n p r i n t . / 

JÂLr. L e g i s l a t i v e and other measures 

a./ The development of the mass media 
She enforcement of freedom of informat i o n aiid 

fi^eedom of the press i s made p o s s i b l e i n p r a c t i c e by 
the f a c t that paper m i l l s , p r i n t i n g presses and pub
l i s h i n g houses are not ovmed by p r i v a t e persons or 
i n t e r e s t groups but are p u b l i c property; futherraore 
that a c t i o n against avithors, producers and d i s t r i b u t o r s 
of p r i n t e d m.atter can be i n s t i t u t e d only i n the case 
of v i o l a t i o n s of the lav/ and only by a u t h o r i t i e s l e g a l l y 
q u a l i f i e d to take auction; and a p r i n t e d matter, even i f 
the circumstances p r e c i s e l y defined by lav/ e x i s t , can 
be c o n f i s c a t e d only on the ba s i s of a court d e c i s i o n . 

Freedom of the press i n Hungary i s guaranteed by 
lav/, and the appropriate State a u t h o r i t i e s ' a c t i v i t y 
regulated by s t a t u t e ensures that freedom of the 
press b e n e f i t t i n g the v/hole people p r e v a i l s i n 
p r a c t i c e . / See i n more d e t a i l i n paragraph b./ 
nelov/./ 



''̂• / "j"iegislation and l e g a l pro^ceediiigs 

A r t i c l e 54 /1/ of A c t I of 1972 or» the amendment 

of the C o n s t i t u t i o n of the Hungarian People's ^fiepublic 

reads : 

"The Hungarian People's Re p i i h l i c r e s p e c t s 

H\iman r i g h t s . " 

A r t i c l e 64 of the same act even c o n t a i n s a more 

e x p l i c i t p r o v i s i o n : 

"The Hungarian People's Republic guarantees 

freedom o f e x p r e s s i o n , freedom of the press 

and freedom of assembly i n accordance v;ith 

the i n t e r e s t s o f s o c i a l i s m , of the people." 

Por the p r o t e c t i o n of human r i g h t s the H-ungarian 

People's R e p u b l i c has evolved tv/o main systems of guar

antees v/hich compliment each other: 

/A/Guarantees d e r i v e d froin the socio-economic 

base are a l s o guarantees o f freedom of 

inf o r r a a t i o n , because the planned development 

of the i n f o r m a t i o n media i s r e l y i n g on t h i s 

fund. A r t i c l e 27 o f Act I I of 1970 on the 

f o u r t h f i v e - y e a r p l a n o f the country'- sts-tes: 

"...the mass communication media s h a l l be 

developed s i g n i f i c a n t l y " . 

/Cf, the r e l e v a n t p a r t s i n Chapter I above; 

t h i s development v/as c a r r i e d out d u r i n g the 

p e r i o d under reviev/,/ 
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/Б/ L e g a l and i n s t i t u t i o n a l guarantees ensure 

freedom of i n f o i r o a t i o n w i t h i n the fraiïiev/ork 

of the p r o t e c t i o n o f c i v i l r i g h t s , l^elevant 

measures adopted d u r i n g the p e r i o d under r e 

viev;: 

- Lav/-j3ecree No. 28 of 1971 amending and com

plementing the C r i m i n a l Code, i n speaking o f 

crimes a g a i n s t human freedom and d i g n i t y , 

p r o v i d e s f o r the pionishment o f the abuses o f 

i n f o r m a t i o n as q u a l i f i e d v / i t h i n the above 

scope / c f . i n more d e t a i l i n Chapter l Y , p a r 

agraph a./ belov//; 

- A c t I of 1973 on c r i m i n a l procedure e n f o r c e s , 

i n the course o f c r i m i n a l proceedings, the 

guarantees of r e s p e c t f o r c i v i l r i g h t s , i n 

c l u d i n g freedom of the press; 

- Chapter XXXI of Lav/-Decree Ko 26 of 1972 on 

the m o d i f i c a t i o n o f c i v i l procedure, v/hich i s 

d e a l t v/it:i i n d e t a i l belov/, p r o v i d e s f o r c o r 

r e c t i o n s to be p u b l i s h e d i n the p r e s s . 

The procedure of c o r r e c t i o n i n the p r e s s , as a 

l e g a l guarantee together v/ith the above p r o v i s i o n s , i s 

an e f f e c t i v e c o n t r i b u t i o n to ensuring t h a t the press 

and the g e n e r a l p u b l i c r e c e i v e tirue i n f o r m a t i o n . A c c o r d 

i n g l y , as i s s t a t e d i n A r t i c l e 342 /1/ o f the l a s t 

mentioned lav/-decree: 



"An organ / o r g a n i z a t i o n / r e g a r d i n g v/hich, 
o r a person r e g a r d i n g whom, a d a i l y paper, 
a p e r i o d i c a l , the r a d i o , the t e l e v i s i o n o r 
the nev/sreel / h e r e i n a f t e r c o l l e c t i v e l y : the 
p r e s s / p u b l i s h e d or spread an imtrue s t a t e 
ment, o r presented true f a c t s i n a f a l s e 
l i g h t , may, i n t h i r t y days from the date of 
p u b l i c a t i o n o r b r o a d c a s t i n g o f the s t a t e 
ment, demand i n w r i t i n g the p u b l i c a t i o n o f 
a c o r r e c t i o n from the d a i l y paper, the pe
r i o d i c a l , the Hungarian Radio and T e l e v i 
s i o n , the nev/sreel e d i t o r , o r the Hungarian 
Hews Agency, I f the untrue statement v i o 
l a t e s the p u b l i c i n t e r e s t , the p u b l i c a t i o n 
of the c o r r e c t i o n may be demanded a l s o by 
the competent m i n i s t e r / l e a d e r o f an organ 
o f n a t i o n a l a u t h o r i t y / , " 

I f the e d i t o r s f a i l to p u b l i s h the c o r r e c t i o n as 

demanded, the p l a i n t i f f may apply to the c o u r t v/hich 

s h a l l c l a r i f y the f a c t s i n summary proceedings; i f 

the c o u r t decides t h a t the p l a i n t i f f i s r i g h t , i t 

s h a l l o b l i g a t e the managing e d i t o r t o p u b l i s h the 

c o r r e c t i o n as formulated by the c o u r t . 

The r u l e s o f law p r o v i d e f o r the punishment cf 

the e d i t o r i n case 

"he f a i l s to f u l f i l h i s o b l i g a t i o n to pub
l i s h a c o r r e c t i o n , o r i f he f a i l s to do so 
i n the manner s p e c i f i e d by the c o u r t o r 
bef o r e the s e t d e a d l i n e , " 

On the ot h e r hand, the same lav/-decree p r o v i d e s 
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f o r the ptmishment of the p l a i n t i f f v;ho, i n h i s r e -

qxiest f o r c o r r e c t i o n addressed to the e d i t o r , or i n 

h i s complaint presented to c o u r t , made a f a l s e s t a t e 

ment r e g a r d i n g an e s s e n t i a l circumstance of the case, 

provided t h a t h i s statement v;as p u b l i s h e d i n the c o r 

r e c t i o n . 

A t the same time there can be no q u e s t i o n of the 

c o r r e c t i o n of v a l u e judgements, i . e . the c i t i z e n sub

j e c t e d to c r i t i c i s m , whoever he o r she m a y be, i s not 

p e r mitted to aslc f o r m o d i f i c a t i o n of the unfavourable 

c r i t i c i s m . 

The terras of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y i n r e s p e c t of the 

p r e s s lav;s are s e t t l e d by l e g a l r e g u l a t i o n s i n such a 

v;ay t h a t r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r any o f f e n c e committed 

through the p r e s s can f a l l o nly on the person v/ho i s 

r e a l l y r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the commission o f the o f f e n c e . 

ThxLS f i r s t of a l l the author of an a r t i c l e and, as 

co-author, the managing e d i t o r who gave i n s t r u c t i o n s 

f o r the v / r i t i n g o r p u b l i c a t i o n of the a r t i c l e . 

с / J o u i n a l i s t s , the jpublic^ and 
control^_ of the media 

In Hirngary no a u t h o r i t y i.s e n t i t l e d to exeircise, 

either, d i r s c t l y or iMdix'^citly, c c j i s o r s M p o f the рзгезЕ 

TViO j o u r n a l i s t and the éditer decide themselves, i n 

conformity v/ith t h e i r c o n v i c t i o n , v/hat and i n v/hat way 

to v / r i t e . / See A.ppendix /10/. / 
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S o c i a l i s t p o l i t i c a l t h i n k i n g r e q u i r e s the 

newspapers to c r i t i c i z e n e g a t i v e phenomena i n any 

f i e l d o f l i f e , to make anâ d i s c u s s p r o p o s a l s thought 

to he f i t to e l i m i n a t e the d e f i c i e n c i e s v/ith a viev/ 

to d i r e c t i n g the a t t e n t i o n e f p u b l i c o p i n i o n to the 

e a r l i e s t p o s s i b l e s o l u t i o n of s o c i a l , economic, c v i l -

t u r a l and otîier prohleiins. I ^ i s e^rnressly presupposes 

t h a t nev/spapers, hy piiMisIbiiMg a r t i c l e s f r o n J o u r n a l 

i s t s and l e t t e r s to the e d i t o r , m©,lte pjuhlic ths mis

takes and shortcomings v/hich cause damage to the com

munity and impede the c r e a t i o n o f a b e t t e r l i f e f o r 

the people. 

C o n s i d e r a t i o n o f the c r i t i c i s m s and p r o p o s a l s 

p u b l i s h e d i n nevi/spapers i s p r e s c r i b e d by a p r o v i s i o n 

o f lav/. Л government d e c i s i o n l a y s down t h a t the ap

p r o p r i a t e S t a t e a u t h o r i t y s h a l l , w i t l i i n t h i r t j i - days, 

send a s u b s t a n t i v e answer to any p r o p o s a l and c r i t i 

cism v/hich i s made p u b l i c i n the p r e s s and to v/hich 

the e d i t o r r e q u e s t s an answer. In t h e i r ansv/er the 

a u t h o r i t i e s s h a l l i n f o r m the e d i t o r o f the measures 

taken on the b a s i s o f t h e i r c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f the pro

p o s a l o r c r i t i c i s m . The government d e c i s i o n p r o v i d e s 

f o r the necessary s a n c t i o n s a g a i n s t c i v i l s e r v a n t s v/ho 

f a i l i n t h e i r o b l i g a t i o n to r e p l y . 

A c c o r d i n g to A r t i c l e 210 o f the C r i m i n a l Code: 



"'Whoever demand s, aslcs o r accepts as con
s i d e r a t i o n an advantage f o r h i m s e l f or f o r 
another f o r not p u b l i s h i n g or p u b l i s h i n g 
something i n the p r e s s , s h a l l be punished 
v/ith l o s s of l i b e r t y f o r up to three y e a r s . " 

The C r i m i n a l Code p r o v i d e s f o r h e a v i e r ptmish

ment than u s u a l i n case the o f f e n c e has been commit

ted through the p r e s s / i n c i t e m e n t , ruraour-mongering, 

s l a n d e r and l i b e l , i n s u l t / . The pimisimient of l i b e l 

committed through the press may be l o s s of l i b e r t y f o r 

up to one y e a r i n s t e a d of s i x months as p r o v i d e d , and i n 

ca,se of i n s u l t the c o u r t s h a l l impose a f i n e , but the 

Code p r o v i d e s f o r the p e n a l t y o f l o s s of l i b e r t y f o r up 

to s i x months i f the i n s u l t v/as committed through the 

p r e s s . / See a l s o i n Chapter IV, paragraph a./ below./ 

uav/s and r e g u l a t i o n s not o n l y guarantee freedom 

o f i n f o r m a t i o n but a l s o ensure t h a t no one can abuse 

t h i s r i g h t to the detriment of o t h e r c i t i z e n s . 

An ever s t r e n g t h e n i n g f e a t u r e of the Hungarian 

press d u r i n g the p e r i o d under reviev/ v/as the i n c r e a s 

i n g l y c l o s e and d i r e c t connection, i n a v a r i e t y o f 

f o r t j i s , betv/een newspaper and rea d e r . Many e d i t o r s 

p e r i o d i c a l l y enclose a q u e s t i o n n a i r e v/ith the nev/spa

per a s k i n g f o r the reader's o p i n i o n on the v/ork o f the 

paper. J o u r n a l i s t s and readers o f t e n meet a t conferences 



to discviss the newspaper's performance and the 

rea d e r s ' s wishes . Some newspapers r e c e i v e s e v e r a l 

thousand l e t t e r s a month. The l e t t e r w r i t e r s inform 

the e d i t o r o f t h e i r everyday v;ork, events i n t h e i r 

l i v e s , aslc f o r he l p i n the i n v e s t i g a t i o n o f p r i v a t e 

complaints, denounces some ahuses, mistakes o r omis

s i o n s h u r t i n g the re a d e r s ' sence of j u s t i c e . The 

e d i t o r ' s r e p l i e s to the readers are e i t h e r p u b l i s h e d 

i n the newspaper or sent hy separate m a i l . The com

munication o r complaint conveyed hy l e t t e r i s exam

ined and o f t e n d i s c u s s e d i n a r t i c l e s , o r the l e t t e r 

i t s e l f i s p u b l i s h e d , / See i n more d e t a i l i n pa r a 

graph е./ below i n r e s p e c t o f the Code of E t h i c s , / 

^•/ P r o f e s s i o n a l t r a i n i n g 

In the p e r i o d under reviev/ the t r a i n i n g of j o u r 

n a l i s t s made f u r t h e r p r o g r e s s . As of 1958 the St a t e 

e n t r u s t e d the t r a i n i n g o f i n f o r m a t i o n personnel to 

the n a t i o n a l A s s o c i a t i o n of Hungarian J o u r n a l i s t s and 

g i v e s i t every necessary a s s i s t a n c e i n t h i s f i e l d , A.t 

present the nev/spaperraan's c a r e e r can be entered upon 

only by a person v/ho has gradtiated from a miiversitj'' 

f a c u l t y . I f such a person takes a l i k i n g f o r j o u r n a l i s m , 

he maj appl^r to an e d i t o r i a l o f f i c e f o r a post v/hich i s 

r e l a t e d to h i s u n i v e r s i t y q t i a l i f i c a , t i o n . But the e d i -
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t o r i a l o f f i c e may employ him o r her only on a tempo

r a r y h a s i s . The person i n q i i e s t i o n has to appl^r f o r 

admission to the School of J o u m a l i s n i . There he o r 

she s h a l l attend a j^ear-long course on t?ie e s s e n t i a l s 

of .jo^ialisr.i, v;hile vror-clng -{д./о v/eclcs wit;i t'le news

paper and a t t e n d i n g s c h o o l i n the t h i r d week. A f t e r a 

j e & T the candidate has to pass a q u a l i f y i n g exajrnination. 

O n l y a f t e r having passed the examination and obtained 

a diploma can the a p p l i c a n t be confirmed i n h i s or her 

post and become a f i i l l member cf the A s s o c i a t i o n o f 

J o u r n a l i s t s . 

The A s s o c i a t i o n o f J o u r n a l i s t s d e a l s a l s o 

w i t h the exte n s i o n t r a i n i n g o f nev/spapennen. M i t h 

the view of more e f f e c t i v e s p e c i a l t r a i n i n g and 

o r i e n t a t i o n , members of the A s s o c i a t i o n are assigned 

to 15 departments, б clu.bs a.nd 3 s e c t i o n s , each v;ith 

i t s ovm e l e c t e d management. The v a r i o u s departii'ents 

are s p e c i a l i z e d , among o t h e r s , f o r f o r e i g n a f f a i r s , 

home a f f a i r s , industry'-, a g r i c u l t u r e , c u l t u r a l a f f a i r s , 

s p o r t s , and i n c l u d e press photographers, trade-union 

correspondents, e t c . 

In 1964 the I n t e r n a t i o n a l O r g a n i s a t i o n of J o u r -

neJ-ists setiç, under the management of the A s s o c i a 

t i o n of Hungarian J o u r n a l i s t s , a T r a i n i n g Centre 

v;hich p r o v i d e s p r o f e s s i o n a l e x t e n s i o n t r a i n i n g to 
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f o r e i g n i o u m a l i s t a p p r e n t i c e s to Ъе s p e c i a l i z e d f o r 

the p r e s s , f o r p h o t o r e p o r t s , and f o r the r a d i o . The 

15 to 20 s c h o l a r s h i p s o f f e r e d a n n u a l l y are granted 

f i r s t of a l l to j o u r n a l i s t s of the developing coim-

t r i e s . In the course o f t e n years /up to 1974 i n c l u 

s i v e / 96 j o u r n a l i s t s from seven A s i a n c o u n t r i e s , 64 

from fou.rteen A-frica.n c o u j i t r i e s , 12 from s i x L a t i n 

America.n c o i m t r i e s , and 44 from seven Arab c o u n t r i e s 

graduated a t the T r a i n i n g Centre. 

The r u l e s of conduct f o r j o u r n a l i s t s are l a i d 

dovm i n a Code of .Ethics, v/hich d e f i n e s the r u l e s 

governing the conduct of j o u r n a l i s t s i n the e x e r c i s e 

of t h e i r p r o f e s s i o n , i n s o c i e t y , i n p u b l i c and i n 

p r i v a t e l i f e . 

The fundamental p r i n c i p l e o f the Code: 

J o u r n a l i s t s s h a l l , i n the s p i r i t of freedom of the 

pre s s as d e f i n e d i n the C o n s t i t u t i o n o f the Hungarian 

People's R e p u b l i c , i n f o r m p u b l i c o p i n i o n to the best 

o f t h e i r Icnowledge, wi t h s o c i a l i s t commitment and i n 

conformity w i t h the f a c t s . T h e i r a c t i v i t i e s s h a l l 

serve the r e a l i z a t i o n o f the a s p i r a t i o n s of the v/hole 

people, the triumph of the n o b l e s t i d e a s of u n i v e r s a l 

p r o g r e s s . 

The Code of J i t h i c s makes p r o v i s i o n f o r cases of 



the v i o l a t i o n o f the r u l e s o f conduct. The r e l a t e d 

proceedings are conducted hy the E t h i c s Committee o f 

the A s s o c i a t i o n o f Hungarian J o u r n a l i s t s . Appeal 

from such d e c i s i o n s can he lodged w i t h the "Board o f 

the A s s o c i a t i o n . 

The suggestions and p o s i t i o n s formulated hy the 

E t h i c s Committee and the Press I i a w Committee of the 

Associa,tion v;ith r e s p e c t to the procedure o f c o r r e c 

t i o n s i n the press are sent a n n u a l l y to the Informa

t i o n O f f i c e of the C o u n c i l o f M i n i s t e r s and to the 

P r e s i d e n t o f the Supreme Court. 

These communications make i t p o s s i h l e f o r the 

obs e r v a t i o n s made ahove to he taken i n t o c o n s i d e r a 

t i o n i n drav/ing up new r e g u l a t i o n s concerning the 

press or the m o d i f i c a t i o n procedures. 

IV. : L i m i t a t i o n s upon the e x e r c i s e o f 
freedom o f i n f o r m a t i o n 

The p r o t e c t i o n o f human r i g h t s , freedom o f the 

pr e s s among them, i s promoted a l s o hy the i n c l u s i o n 

i n the C r i m i n a l Code of those c r i m i n a l o f f e n c e s v/hich 

c o n s t i t u t e a s p e c i a l danger f o r the enforcement o f 

htmian r i g h t s . 

a./ Por the p r o t e c t i o n o f the r i g h t s and 
freedom of others 

Lav/-Ï)ecree Ho. 23 of 1972 amending and comple-



inenting the C r i m i n a l Code, i n speaking o f o f f e n c e s 

a g a i n s t hnma-n freedom and d i g n i t y , p r o v i s e s p n n i s h -

ment of the f o l l o w i n g o f f e n c e s : 

- duress / A r t . 261/, 

- v i o l a t i o n of p e r s o n a l freedom /Art. 262/, 

~ v i o l a t i o n of domestic p r i v a c y / A r t . 263/, 

- v i o l a t i o n of p r i v a t e s e c r e t / A r t . 264/, 

- oreach of secrecy of the post and 

commimications / A r t . 265/, 

- l i b e l and s l a n d e r / A r t . 266/, 

- i n s u l t / A r t . 267/. 

A r t i c l e s o f the a f o r e s a i d lav/-decree d i r e c t l y o r 

i n d i r e c t l y p r o t e c t the c i t i z e n s and t h e i r i n s t i t u t i o n s 

a g a i n s t abuses of i n f o r m a t i o n a c q u i r e d i n an un l a w f u l 

manner. 

A r t i c l e 4 of A c t I of 1973 on c r i m i n a l procediire 

p r o v i d e s t h a t 

" i n a c r i m i n a l procedure p e r s o n a l freedom and 
o t h e r c i v i l r i g h t s s h a l l be res p e c t e d and 
can be l i m i t e d only i n the cases and i n the 
manner d e f i n e d by the l a w — . In the course 
of proceedings the a u t h o r i t i e s s h a l l ensure 
the l e g a l i t y o f the l i m i t a t i o n s upon c i v i l 
r i g h t s . " 

b./ V/ith regard to the p r o t e c t i o n o f n a t i o n a l 

s e c u r i t y o_r̂  j ) f j o u b l i c ord^er ̂  o r o f j p u b l i c h e a l th o r 



X^uolic m o r a l i t y , i n c l u d i n g suspension of freedom of 

i n f o r m a t i o n i n s i t u a t i o n s of emergencjr i t should he noted 

t h a t i n the И-ungarian People's R e p u b l i c the I n t e r n a 

t i o n a l Covenant on C i v i l and i ' o l i t i c a l :aghts has en

t e r e d i n t o f o r c e ajid has t h e r e f o r e become an o r g a n i c 

pe.rt of n a t i o n a l l e g i s l a t i o n . . Such l i m i t a t i o n s are 

perraitted under A r t i c l e 4 of the Covenant, and no 

other limi-tefcions are knovni i n Hungarian lav/. 

^• I -\djocacy of and propaganda f o r n a t i o n a l , 

r e . c i a l or r e l i g i o u s hatred or r a c i a l and r e l i g i o u s 

d i s c r i m i n a t i on are i n a d m i s s i b l e i n Hungarj''. 

A r t i c l e 13s of Lav/-Decree Ho. 23 of 1971 amend

i n g and complementing the C r i m i n a l Code, i n t r o d u c e d 

d u r i n g the p e r i o d under reviev/, p r o v i d e s : 

"'.Whoever causes grave b o d i l y or s p i r i t u a l 
i n j u r y to a member of any n a t i o n a l , e t l m i c , 
r a c i a l or r e l i g i o u s group f o r h i s b e l o n g i n g 
to t h a t group s h a l l be punished v/ith l o s s of 
l i b e r t j i - r a n ging from tv/o years to e i g h t 
y e a r s . " 

A r t i c l e 127 of the C r i m i n a l Code p r o v i d e s f o r 

the d u r a t i o n of l o s s of l i b e r t y to be imposed on a 

person f o r i n c i t e m e n t , through the press or by o t h e r 

means of r e p r o d u c t i o n , a g a i n s t a people, n a t i o n a l i t y , 

r e l i g i o n or r a ce. Today's Hungarian press c a t e g o r i 

c a l l y stands up a g a i n s t any e f f o r t to d i s t i n g u i s h peo-
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p i e a c c o r d i n g to r a c e , r e l i g i o n , the c o l o u r of t h e i r 

s k i n , or t h e i r o r i g i n . 

^ • 1 Propaganda f o r v/ar i s p r o h i b i t e d by law i n 

Hungary. A r t i c l e 155 of the 1971 amendment of the 

C r i m i n a l Code p r o v i d e s : 

"1. V/hoever i n s t i g a t e s to war or o t h e r -
v/ise c a r r i e s on v/ar proganda s h a l l be 
punished v/ith l o s s of l i b e r t y ranging from 
tv/o years to e i g h t j'-ears. 

"2. Punishment s h a l l be l o s s of l i b e r t y 
r a n g i n g from ten y e a r s to f i f t e e n years i f 
the crime has been committed i n the p r e s s 
o r by r e p r o d u c t i o n o r otherwise before a 
c o n s i d e r a b l e p u b l i c . 

"5. V/hoever c a r r i e s out a prepáraterj'- a c t 
f o r i n s t i g a t i o n to v/ar s h a l l be punished 
v/ith l o s s of l i b e r t y not exceeding three 
y e a r s . " 

e. / Press coverage o f c o u r t proceedings 

The p r e s s and other i n f o r m a t i o n media r e g u l a r l y 

r e p o r t on the conduct of c o u r t proceedings. / C f . 

Chapter I above. / 

f . / No o b s e i v a t i o n . 

V.̂  : Freedom of and access to inform_ation v/ith-
out d i s c r i m i n a t i o n 

Freedom of i n f o r m a t i o n and access to i n f o r m a t i o n 

are enjoyed by a l l Hungarian c i t i z e n s v/ithout d i s -
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t i n c t i o n as to r a c e , sex, language, r e l i g i o n , p o l i t i 

c a l or other o p i n i o n , h i r t h or o t h e r s t a t u s . 

See a l s o Chapter IV, paragraph с / v/ith the f o l 

lov/ing a d d i t i o n : 

!• ^^Ghurch nev/spapers and t h e i r c o n t r i h u t q r s 

The e d i t o r s - i n - c h i e f and the c o n t r i b u t o r s of the 

church papers r e g u l a r l y r e c e i v e i n f o r m a t i o n , t o g e t h e r 

v/ith other nev/spapermen, from the H a t i o n a l A s s o c i a t i o n 

of Hungarian J o u r n a l i s t s and the departmental s e c r e t a r i a t s , 

about t o p i c a l q u e s t i o n s / f o r e i g n and home a f f a i r s , 

economic and c u l t u r a l events, e t c . / . These b r i e f i n g s 

alv/ays g i v e o c c a s i o n f o r l i v e l y and mutually i n s t r u c 

t i v e exchanges of viev/s betv/een the i n f o m a t i o n o f f i 

c e r and the j o u n a l i s t s of the church p r e s s v/ho regu

l a r l y / a ttend such s e s s i o n s arranged by the A s s o c i a 

t i o n . 

She church papers are: U¿_S[iiber / The Hew Гап/, 

ÍÁttAAÁE» l i i J i L e t /The Yievi ïàfe/, UiUtárius^-let / U n i 

t a r i a n L i f e / , Békehirnok /Peace H e r a l d / , Sgybazi Kr6-

n i k a /Church C h r o n i c l e / , Evangélikus ''let / E v e n g e l i -

c a l L i f e / , K a t o l i k u s Szó The C a t h o l i c viord/, Magyar 

l i u r i r /Himgarian C o u r i e r / , Református Egyház / C a l v L n -

i s t Church/, Reformatusok La p j a /The C a l v i n i s t Paper/, 

TeojbD^ia /Theology/, Te о 16 g i a i S z eral e /TheologicaSl 

S.eviev//, 4un¿;ari9Ji_jO^^ Ixes s / p u b l i s h e d i n E n g l i s h / . 
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2, Hational^ nov/spape^rs 
The e d i t o r s and c o n t r i b u t o r s of Hiese nev;spapers 

a l s o graduate from the School of J o u m a l i 3 ; i , r e g u l a r 
ly/ p a r t i c i p a t e i n the l i f e of the A s s o c i a t i o n , \mder 
the auspices of v/hich t h e j r e c e i v e i n f o r i i a t i o n and ex
tens i o n t r a i n i n g together v/ith other j o u n a l i s t s . 

• The n a t i o n a l i t y nev/spapers are: ]1е]^е ..3?J-jjxrig 
/German/, .Foaia H o a s t r a /Rumanian/, .̂ элЛсоs _Aа̂ одаз 
/Greek/, Ludové IToyiny /Slova-к/, jfegodn_JToYine 
/South Slav/. 

: - D i f f i c u l t i e s experienced i n ensuring the 
enjo3^raent of freedoia of and access to 
in f o r m a t i o n 

The Government of the Himgarian People ' s .Hepv.b-
l i c i s of the opi n i o n that the f u l l e r enjo^naent of 
freedom of i n f o r m a t i o n , both on the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
scene and v/i t h i n any p a r t i c u . l a r country'-, could be a t 
tained i f , i n t h i s important m.atter of concern to a l l 
States members of the United Nations, the i n t e r e s t e d 
Governments acted i n the s p i r i t of the r e l e v a n t p r i n 
c i p l e s l a i d do\m i n the P i n a l Act of the Conference 
on S e c u r i t y and Co-operation i n Europe, v/hereoy they 
v/ould a.lso promote the enforcement of the p r o v i s i o n 
of A r t i c l e 19 of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on C i v i l 
and P o l i t i c a l R i g h t s . 
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The Himgarian People's Ilepuhlic gaiarantees f r e e 

dom of i n f o r m a t i o n to a l a r g e extent on the h a s i s o f 

i t s ovm n a t i o n a l l e g i s l a t i o n as d e s c r i b e d i n the p r e s 

ent r e p o r t . 

As follov/s from the p r i n c i p l e s quoted above, i t 

v/ould be p o s s i b l e to e l i m i n a t e s t i l l existi:ag d i f f i 

c u l t i e s v/hich can l e a d to d i s p r o p o r t i o n s or to l a c k of 

r e c i p r o c i t y i n the p r a c t i c e of c o - o p e r a t i o n betv/een 

p a r t i c u l a r S t a t e s / f o i - example: a c c o r d i n g to the p r a c 

t i c e of the issuance of v i s a s a f o r e i g n j o u r n a l i s t can 

o b t a i n h i s entry v i s a to Hungar:^ v/ithout áelay; but 

t h i s 1^ not alv/ays the case v/ith Hungarian j o u r n a l i s t s 

v/ho v/ish to go to festern covmtries; taken on a compa

r a t i v e b a s i s , f o r e i g n v/orks are p u b l i s h e d i n Mvmgary 

i n a larga? number than Himgarian books are i s s u e d by 

p u b l i s h e r s i n Western Europe; the good r e p u t a t i o n of 

the Hunge.rian People's Republic i s harmed by the f a c t 

t h a t some r a d i o s t a t i o n s i n the West broadcast informa

t i o n about l i f e i n Hmigary which i s not corresponding 

to f a c t s or i s d i s t o r t e d . / 

The Hungarian Government loo k s for^/ard v/ith hope 

to the j o i n t e f f o r t s of S t a t e s Members of the U n i t e d 

Hâtions to c r e a t e the i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n d i t i o n s of 

freedom of i n f o r m a t i o n aid v / i l l on i t s p a r t be ready 

a l s o i n the f u t u r e to promote and support such e f f o r t s . 

Budapest, 11 November 19T6. 
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APPENDIX 

111 

Among the da i l y papers Népszabadság /People's Freedom: 

745.ООО c i r c u l a t i o n / i s the central organ of the Hungarian 

S o c i a l i s t Workers'Party. With i t s influence, great c i r c u l a t i o n 

and high standard, i t i s the leading organ of the Hungarian 

Press, Népszava /The People's Voice: 281,ooo c i r c u l a t i o n / 

i s the paper of the National Council of Trade Unions. It i s 

very much concerned with the protection of workers' in t e r e s t s . 

The paper's news column i s a l i v e l y feature. Magyar Nemzet 

/Hungarian Nation: 117,ooo c i r c u l a t i o n / i s the organ of 

the P a t r i o t i c People's Front. Its a r t i c l e s , i t s foreign 

news reports and the comments from readers s a t i s f y p r i 

marily the demands of the i n t e l l i g e n t s i a . Magyar Hirlap 

/Hungarian Newspaper: 49,ooo c i r c u l a t i o n / which, with 

i t s copious information material and objective tone, has 

become a favourite both with c i v i l servants and with 

other s t r a t a of th© population. E s t ! Hirlap /Evening News: 

275 ,000 c i r c u l a t i o n / , which appears early i n the a f t e r 

noon, has developed into a s o c i a l i s t type of sensation-

newspaper. The b i l i n g u a l Dally News - Neueste Nachrichten 

/ 3 , 0 0 0 c i r c u l a t i o n / provides fresh information to English-

and German-speaking t o u r i s t s v i s i t i n g Hungary. 
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Világgazdaság /World Economy: 4,ooo c i r c u l a t i o n / , the 

paper of the National Business and Market Research 

Institute and of the Hungarian Chamber of Commerce, co

vers the economic s i t u a t i o n abroad. Népsport /People's 

Sports: 188 ,000 c i r c u l a t i o n / i s the paper of the National 

O f f i c e of Physical Education and Sports, a favourite with 

sports fans. 

The other d a i l i e s are published at county seats. 

The nineteen county d a i l y papers and the two town d a i 

l i e s /Szeged and Miskolc/, which deal e s p e c i a l l y with 

topics of l o c a l i n t e r e s t , are sold as a rule i n the 

t e r r i t o r y of the respective county. 

A comparison of data indicates a great develop

ment: i n 19 49 the aggregate d a i l y c i r c u l a t i o n per issue 

of a l l d a i l y newspapers was 936.ooo. In the f i r s t h a l f 

of 1956 t h i s figure was 1,246.ooo, and i n 1973 the 

c i r c u l a t i o n per issue of the central d a i l i e s alone was 

approximately 1,667.ooo copies. 

The weekly papers having a larger c i r c u l a t i o n 

are the following: Nok Lapja /Women's Paper/, the 

magazine of the National Council of Hungarian Women, 

appears in about б5 3,ooo copies; Ország-Világ /Coun

try and World/, the i l l u s t r a t e d paper of the ilungar-

ian-Soviet Friendship Society, in 166,ooo copies; 
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Ludas Matyi /Mattie the Gooseboy/, a s a t i r i c a l p o l i t 

i c a l paper with cartoons, i n 655,ooo copies; Képes Ujság 

/Picture News/, the i l l u s t r a t e d paper of the P a t r i o t i c 

People's Front for the r u r a l population, i n 412,ooo 

copies-, Fllm-Szlnház-Mu2sika /Film, Theatre, Music/, an 

i l l u s t r a t e d paper, i n 139,ooo copies; Élet és Tudomány 

/Life and Science/, the i l l u s t r a t e d paper of the Asso

c i a t i o n for the Popularization of Science, in 151,ooo 

copies; Magyarország /Hungary/, a p o l i t i c a l and s o c i a l 

weekly, in 134.ooo copies; Magyar Ifjuság /Hungarian 

Youth/, the p o l i t i c a l weekly of the Young Communist 

League, in 245,ooo copies; Hétfoi Hlrek /Monday News/ 

a p o l i t i c a l weekly published in three editions /Sunday 

afternoon, Sunday evening, and Monday morning/, in 

218.ООО copies; Fules /Long Ear/, an i l l u s t r a t e d paper 

with s t r i p cartoons and puzzles, in 363,ooo copies; 

Radió és Televiziô Ujság /Radio and TV Guide/ with 

i l l u s t r a t i o n s and the week's programme, i n 931,ooo copies; 

Figyelo, an economic weekly, i n 31,ooo copies. 

There are hundreds of technical journals and pe

r i o d i c a l s to s a t i s f y the special interests of the 

population. 

Nine l i t e r a r y reviews are published in Hungary 

/five i n Budapest, four i n the provinces/. The month-
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Kortárs /Contemporary/ i s the organ of the Union of 

Hungarian Writers; Uj Irás /New Writing/ i s the monthly 

of young writers and poets; Nagyvilág /Wide World/, a 

monthly review, introduces the new pieces of world l i 

terature to the Hungarian public; Élet és Irodalom 

/Life and Literature/ i s a high-standard l i t e r a r y and 

p o l i t i c a l weekly. The combined c i r c u l a t i o n of the f i v e 

l i t e r a r y p e r i o d i c a l s published i n Budapest amounts to 

69,ООО. The t o t a l c i r c u l a t i o n of the four p r o v i n c i a l 

l i t e r a r y papers /Jelenkor, Tjgzatáj, A l f o l d and Napjaink/ 

i s 1 1 ,000 copies. The only digest-type l i t e r a r y review 

i n Hungary i s the monthly Látóhatár /Horizon/. 

The papers of trade unions appear once or twice 

a month for the workers of the various trades and oc

cupations. The 26 trade-union newspapers are published 

in a t o t a l of 465 ,000 copies. In addition, large enter

prises publish printed papers of t h e i r own. These papers 

deal m.ainly with questions of production i n the respec

t i v e enterprises, but they publish poems and short s t o r i e s , 

too, c h i e f l y from the pen of t h e i r own workpeople. The 

t o t a l c i r c u l a t i o n of the 223 Budapest and p r o v i n c i a l 

factory newspapers i s 806,З00 copies. 

In Hungary there are 14 church newspapers, of 
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which two are f o r the clergy, the rest speak d i r e c t l y 

to the believers. They have a t o t a l c i r c u l a t i o n of 147.ooo. 

Among the n a t i o n a l i t y newspapers those published 

in German, Serbian and Slovak appear every week, that 

published i n Rumanian appears once in every two weeks. 

Magyar Hirek /Hungarian News/ i s the i l l u s t r a t e d weekly 

of the World Federation of Hungarians. 

Several Hungarian papers published i n foreign 

languages are sold mainly abroad. The English-language 

monthly Hungarian Review i s an i l l u s t r a t e d weekly pub

lishe d also i n a few other foreign languages. The New 

Hungarian Quarterly and the Budapester Rundschau deal 

with c u l t u r a l , s o c i a l and p o l i t i c a l developments i n 

Hungary. The qu a r t e r l i e s Hungarian Foreign Trade and 

Hungarian Heavy Industries and the monthly Hungarian 

Exporter are spec i a l i z e d for questions of foreign trade. 

Some of these papers are published i n a couple of other 

languages, too. The combined c i r c u l a t i o n of the foreign-

language p e r i o d i c a l s i s nearly 286,ooo copies. 

A great number of s c i e n t i f i c journals, also i n 

various languages, are published by the Academy Publishing 

House and the u n i v e r s i t i e s . 



Ninety-four technical journals appear i n Hungary 

with a combined c i r c u l a t i o n of 544,ooo. 

The papers dealing with agriculture and livestock 

breeding number 36 with a combined c i r c u l a t i o n of 25o,ooo 

There are 27 d i f f e r e n t medical journals. Besides 

Orvosl Hetllap /Medical Weekly/, founded loo years ago, 

p r a c t i c a l l y every branch of medicine has a paper of i t s 

own. Their aggregate c i r c u l a t i o n i s 456,ooo. 

Special technical .papers are published for photog

raphers, l i b r a r i a n s , musicians and a r t i s t s , automobile 

drivers, pigeon breeders, needlework enthusiasts, etc. 

Their combined c i r c u l a t i o n i s 2oo,ooo, 

Printed p e r i o d i c a l s owned by a number of socie

t i e s , associations and business organizations appear i n 

Hungary. Journals are thus published by the Hungarian 

Red Cross, the associations of hunters, anglers, a r t i 

sans, p h i l a t e l i s t s , etc, 

/2/ 

The number of radio subscribers rose from 178,ooo 

in 1945 to 539 ,000 i n 1949 and to 2,5 m i l l i o n i n 1968. 

On 1 May 1945 the Hungarian Radio started broad

casting through six street megaphones; the i n i t i a l "broad 

casting station" of o,5 kW has since been replaced by tv7o 

15o kW and two 135 kW transmitters. 
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A l l t h i s makes i t possible for the Hungarian Radio to 

adress the world every day, not only in Hungarian, but 

also i n German, English, Russian, I t a l i a n , Spanish, Turkish, 

Arabic, Greek and other languages. It has a spe c i a l broad

cast programme for Hungarians l i v i n g i n Western Europe and 

on the American continent. 

/3/ 

The Hungarian Radio's newscasting i s edited by the 

Department of P o l i t i c a l Information, V7hich provides an 

elaborate and manyslded programme to acquaint the public 

with events i n Hungary and the wide world. This endeavour 

i s given expression also i n the frequent newscasts from 

early dawn to late in the night. 

The programmes of the Music Department take up 

60 per cent of the t o t a l broadcasting time, including 

music ranging from Alban Berg to the Hungarian folk song, 

on a wide range of music-making and singing. 

/4/ 

The Symphonic Orchestra of the Hungarian Radio 

and Television gives performances /in addition to i t s / 

regular programmes from the studio/ i n concert h a l l s 

at home and abroad, with the p a r t i c i p a t i o n of outstanding 

Hungarian and foreign conductors and s o l o i s t s . The Choir, 

the Children's Choir and the Dance-Music Orchestra of the 

Hungarian Radio and Television scored great success oh 
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t h e i r tours abroad. The broadcasting p r i n c i p l e i s concentra

ted on two points a l l over the world: d i f f u s i o n of the i n 

formation received and of the e x i s t i n g /inherited/ c u l t u r a l 

and entertainment material /this i s the busiest sector/ 

and the independent a r t i s t i c functions /this i s the narrowest 

band of the wide spectrum of radio programmes/. 

The programme of the L i t e r a r y and Dramatic Department 

enrich l i t e r a r y education in the f i r s t place, i t shapes 

taste, world conception and has only as i t s secondary 

function to c u l t i v a t e the independent genre of radio plays. 

The Children's and Youth's Department gives special 

programmes for the young l i s t e n e r s . 

/5/ 

The introduction of t e l e v i s i o n in Hungary was deci

ded towards the end of 19 52, and experimental broadcasts 

began through a domestically produced loo W transmitter 

on 19 December 1953. The creation of an up-to-date techni

c a l basis met with great d i f f i c u l t i e s : the construction 

of TV studios and regular transmission through the 1 kW 

station began as late as the summer of 1956. 

The 3o/lo kW high-power transmitter, which began 

working early in February 1957 and, on Széchenyi H i l l , 
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in 1958, was at the time one of the most imposing TV 

stations in Europe /94 m. high /. That same year the 

f i r s t small TV studio was put into operation, f o l 

lowed by a large studio i n November. This studio of 

an area of 44o square metres, which i s s t i l l the largest 

in Hungary today, waa inaugurated i n 1963 and was equipped 

with the most up-to-date technical f a c i l i t i e s . Experimen

t a l transmission i n colour started i n March 1969. 

The domestic manufacture of TV receivers was star 

ted i n 1955 at the Orion Works, where production soon 

went also for export. This factory has since got a match: 

the Videoton Works of Székesfehérvár. 

The Hungarian Telev i s i o n had already 1,loo,ooo sub

scribers by 1 May 1967 and 1,282,667 i n August 1968. 

/6/ 

a I The Hungarian publishing houses are s p e c i a l i z e d 

as follows: 

Akadémlai Kiadó /Academy Publishing House/ publishes, 

on behalf of b e Hungarian Academy of Sciences, s c i e n t i f i c 

books and p e r i o d i c a l s i n Hungarian and foreign languages, 

as well as encyclopedias and d i c t i o n a r i e s ; 
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Corvina Press puts out p o l i t i c a l writings, f i c t i o n , 

juvenile l i t e r a t u r e , books on ar t , t o u r i s t guides and edu

cational works i n foreign languages; 

Furбра K6nyvkiadó /Europa Publishing House/ publishes 

foreign b e l l e s - l e t t r e s / f i c t i o n / in Hungarian; i t s department 

c a l l e d Helikon issues b i b l i o i h i l e editions of Hungarian and 

foreign authors'books; 

Gondolât Konyvkiadô /Thought Publishing House/ 

brings out books popularizing the s o c i a l and natural sciences; 

Kossuth Konyvkiadô /Kossuth Publishing House/, the 

publisher of the Hungarian S o c i a l i s t Workers' Party, issues 

fundamental works on Marxism-Leninism, books on the history 

and t o p i c a l problems of the labour movement, p o l i t i c a l and 

s o c i o l o g i c a l works, as well as f i c t i o n ; 

Kozgazdasági és Jogi Konyvkiadô /Publishing House 

for Economics and Law/ puts out economic, f i n a n c i a l , 

commercial, s t a t i s t i c a l works, and works on i n d u s t r i a l 

and agrarian economics, economic planning, factory organi

zation, business management, as vrell as technical and 

s c i e n t i f i c publications dealing with law and state ad

ministration; under the imprint Minerva i t publishes 

educational works, painting and picture books, folders, 

household and cookery books; 
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Magveto^ К о п у v k i a à ô /seedsman P u b l i s h i n g House/ i s the x-'-̂ b-

l i s h e r of contemporary Hungarian l i t e r a t u r e , but i t pub

lish e s a l s o modern f o r e i g n f i c t i o n as w e l l as vrorks on 

a r t and l i t e r a r y theory and c r i t i c i s m ; 

Medicina Konyvkiadô /Medicina P u b l i s h e r s / brings 

out medical works, textbooks on hygiene, and educational 

books; i t i s a l s o the p u b l i s h e r , w i t h the i m p r i n t Sport, 

of books on sports and, w i t h the imprint Panorama, of 

t r a v e l guides and publications on tourism; 

Mezogazdasági Konyvkiadô /Publishing House for 

A g r i c u l t u r a l L i t e r a t u r e / i s the publisher of v7orks and 

textbooks on agriculture; with the imprint Natura, i t 

brings out educational books on b i o l o g y ; 

Mora Ferenc Ifjusági Kiadô /Mora Perene Youth 

Publishers/ issues f i c t i o n , educational and p o l i t i c a l 

books for youth and children; under the i m p r i n t Kozmosz 

i t publishes l i t e r a t u r e for youngsters over sixteen years 

of age; 

Müszaki Konyvkiadô /Technical Publishing House/ 

brings out technical works and textbooks; 

Szépirodalmi Konyvkiadô /Belles-Lettres Publishing 

House/, the publisher of c l a s s i c a l and modern Hungarian 

b e l l e s - l e t t r e s / f i c t i o n / issues volumes of essays and 

foreign f i c t i o n under the heading "Cheap Library" l i t e r a r y 

c l a s s i c s can be bought i n Hungary for the price of one 

kg. of bread/; 



Tankonyvkiadó Vállalat /Textbook Publishing Enter

p r i s e / brings out textbooks and a u x i l i a r y material for 

primary, secondary and higher education; 

Táncsics Szakszervezetl Konyv- és Folyóiratkiadó 

Vállalat /Táncsics Trade Union Enterprise for the p u b l i 

cation of books and p e r i o d i c a l s / publishes primarily works 

dealing with trade-union problems, but i t issues also 

popular technical l i t e r a t u r e and educational books; 

Zenemükiadó Vállalat /Editio Música/ publishes 

music, educational books on musicology, on the art of music 

and dancing; 

Zr i n y i Katonai Kiadô /Z r i n y i M i l i t a r y Publishers/ 

takes care of the publication of m i l i t a r y technical books, 

educational works on national defence, and memoirs. 

In Hungary churches are also engaged i n publishing; 

the publishers are F c c l e s l a Publishing House, the St.Stephen 

Society, the Ecumenical Council of Hungarian Churches, and 

the press departments of the various r e l i g i o u s denominations. 

Books are published also by the S t a t i s t i c a l Publishing 

House /pocket books, yearbooks, etc./ and the Publishing 

House of the Fine Arts Fund /publications dealing with the 

fine a r t s ./ 
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S c i e n t i f i c i n s t i t u t i o n s , u n i v e r s i t i e s , l i b r a r i e s , 

museums, and council departments also engage i n publishing 

a c t i v i t i e s . The related programmes are sponsored by pub

l i s h i n g houses, which are responsible also for the con

tents of these publications. 

Corvina Press and the Academy Publishing House 

bring out many Hungarian publications in English, French, 

German, Russian, and other languages. Corvina has started 

a b e l l e s - l e t t r e s series, "Hungarian Library" in English 

and "Auteurs Hongrois" i n French, has published the guide

books of Budapest museums, archaedogical studies, has 

launched a series on Hungarian applied and folk art, and 

has brought out many t r a v e l books and guides on Hungary, etc. 

The Academy Publishing House has attained i n t e r 

national success mainly with i t s books on medicine, 

mathematics, physics, chemistry, biology, technology, 

archeology, musicology, art history, l i t e r a r y theory, 

etc. It regularly issues thirty-three foreign-language 

Acta and Studla which, edited by the Hungarian Academy 

of Sciences, divulge the Hungarian results attained i n 

the p a r t i c u l a r branches of science. 
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Ь/ The t o t a l пшпЬег of the t i t l e s and copies of books 

published i n Hungary since 1945 i s as follows. 

Year Number of t i t l e s Copies 
/in thousands/ 

1945 644 3,162.5 
1948 1,684 lo,676.7 
1951 2,237 3,8.187.5 
1954 2,75o 19,832.6 
1957 2,4o7 23,437.9 
196o 2,972 34,692.7 
1965 3,953 44,824.3 
1968 4,588 47,97o.9 
1971 5,536 53,449.9 
1973 6,894 63,931.о 

Breakdown of translations by n a t i o n a l i t y of author 

/1945-1973/ 

Author's Number of 
n a t i o n a l i t y t i t l e s 

In % Number of In % 
copies 

/in thousands/ 

African 65 o. 2 295.5 o . l 
Albanian lo o.o 36.6 o.o 
American /USA/ 2.32o 5.8 19.698.5 8.о 
Arab /modern/ 142 0.4 56.4 o.o 
Arab /medieval/ 54 o . l l,3o4.6 0.5 
Australian 77 o. 2 890.7 0.4 
Austrian l,oop 2.5 2,923.8 1.2 
Belgian 172 0.4 227.7 o . l 
Bulgarian 349 0.9 l,o49.5 0.4 
Canadian 141 0.3 234.3 o . l 
Chinese 168 0.4 1,463.1 0.6 



/ctd. / 

Korean 45 o . l 248.о 0.1 
Cuban 44 o . l 184.2 о,1 
Czechoslovak 1.876 4.6 7.442.1 3,1 
Danish 147 o. 4 1,2о1.6 о.5 
Dutch 259 o. 6 5о4.6 о.2 
English 2,289 5.7 24.235.3 9.8 
Finnish 119 o. 3 867.2 о, 4 
French 2,86o 7.1 35,516.1 14,3 
German 5,347 13.3 26.о4о.5 l o , 5 
Greek /modern/ 79 o. 2 622 .о о, 3 
Greek /ancient/ 136 o. 3 1.345.2 о. 5 
Indian 468 1.2 423.8 о.2 
Iranian 3o o . l 241.4 о. 1 
I s r a e l i 99 o. 2 466.о о.2 
I t a l i a n 1,291 3.2 5,439,2 2,2 
Japanese 3o5 o.a 253.3 о,1 
Latin 15o 0.4 940.4 о.4 
Polish 1,182 2.9 5,321,9 2.1 
Norwegian 95 0.2 686.о о. 3 
Portuguese 24 o. о 271.6 о. 1 
Rumanian l,2o5 3.0 2,871.о 1.1 
Russian and Soviet 12,o79 3o. о 75.799.4 Зо. 6 
South and Central 
American 127 о. 3 1,о55,5 о,4 
Spanish 148 о.4 858.8 о, 3 
Swedish 239 о. 6 929,4 о. 4 
Swiss 192 о. 5 1,о21,о о.4 
Turkish 34 o . l 74.1 о,о 
Vietnamese 6o o . l 219,2 о,1 
Yugoslav 381 о.9 1,468.2 о, 6 
Mu l t i l i n g u a l and 
miscellaneous 4,499 11.2 22,878,9 9.2 

T o t a l : 4о,Зо7. loo,о 247,боб.6 loo.о 
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Ь/ The export and import of books are handled by "Kultura" 

Trading Company f o r Books and Newspapers, functioning under 

the supervision of the Ministry of Culture. In 1972. i t 

exported 3.2 m i l l i o n books i n Hungarian and other languages 

and entertained relations with about 8o countries. In 1973 

i t s exports to s o c i a l i s t countries amounted to 66 m i l l i o n 

exchange rate f o r i n t s , i t s imports from there made up 37 

m i l l i o n ; i n r e l a t i o n with c a p i t a l i s t countries the turn

over of exports was 25 m i l l i o n , that of imports 11 m i l l i o n 

exchange rate f o r i n t s . 

fit should be noted here that i n spite of the we l l -
known e f f o r t s made by Hungarian publishing enterprises, 
the publishers i n English, French, Spanish and I t a l i a n 
language t e r r i t o r i e s bring out only a f r a c t i o n of what i s 
published i n Hungary i n tr a n s l a t i o n from those languages./ 

/8/ 

The most important Hungarian l i b r a r i e s taking part 

i n the inte r n a t i o n a l exchange network are the following: 

The National Sizêchényl Library, the largest l i b r a r y 

i n Hungary, which has a central catalogue and a service of 

international exchange of books and publications, publishes 

the national bibliography, etc., and maintains exchange 

rel a t i o n s with s c i e n t i f i c i n s t i t u t e s of nearly a l l countriee 

of the world. 
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University l i b r a r i e s ; 

Eôtvos Lóránd University i n Budapest? Kossuth 

Lajos University at Debrecen; Budapest Technical Uni

v e r s i t y ; József A t t i l a University at Szeged; Pecs Uni

ve r s i t y ; Technical University of Heavy Industries at 

Miskolc; Semmelweis University of Medical Sciences i n 

Budapest; University of Chemical Industries at Veszprém; 

Teachers' Training College at Eger; Karl Marx University 

of Economics in Budapest; TJniversity of A g r i c u l t u r a l 

Sciences at Godo115; University o f Veterinary Sciences 

in Budapest; University of Horticulture in Budapest; Uni

v e r s i t y of Sylviculture and Timber Industry at Sopron. 

Public s c i e n t i f i c s p e c i a l i z e d l i b r a r i e s i n Budapest: 

Parliamentary Library and Museum / i t c o l l e c t s 

mainly works on legal and p o l i t i c a l sciences, and has a f i l e 

of a l l UN publications/; National Library of Pedagogics; 

Central S t a t i s t i c a l O f f i c e Library and Docimientation Ser

vice; Information Service of the Ministry of Agriculture 

and Food; National Technical Library and Dociimentation 

Centre; National Medical Library and Documentation Centre; 

National Library of Medical History, etc. 

Outstanding among the public l i b r a r i e s i s the 
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Szabó Ervin Municipal Library, a high-standard public 

l i b r a r y with specialized c o l l e c t i o n s of s c i e n t i f i c 

works on sociology, urbanism, modern his t o r y , etc. 

Its network has 61 d i s t r i c t l i b r a r i e s and 53 branch 

l i b r a r i e s . 

The major church l i b r a r i e s are the Library of 

the Benedictine Abbey at Pannonhalma; the Archdiocesan 

Library at Esztergom; the Archdiocesan Library at Kalo-

csa; the Episcopal L i b r a r i e s at Gyor, Szombathely, Székes-

fehéjrvár and Veszprém; the Library of the Roman Catholic 

Central Theological, Academy in Budapest; the Library of 

the C a l y i n i s t College at Debrecen; the Great Library of 

the C i s - T i s z a C a l v i n i s t Diocese at Sárospatak; the Ráday 

Library i n Budapest; the Evangelical Church Library i n 

Budapest; the Library of the Greek Orthodox Diocesan 

Authority at Szentendre. 

/9/ 

In 1973 the Association f o r the Popularization 

of Science organized 114,754 lectures f o r an aggregate 

attendance of 4,813.ooo persons. The number of lectures 

given under the auspices of the general-knowledge aca

demies was 34,999 attended by 1,199,545 persons. 



- 61 -

/1о/ 

s t a t i s t i c a l publications in 1975: 

/а/ Anniversary publications 

S t a t i s t i c s on the situ a t i o n of women. 

Thirty years of socio-economic development in Hungary. 

The v7ork of the Councils 195o-1974. 

The population and society of Szolnok /published 

on the 9ooth anniversary of the foundation of the c i t y / . 

Hungary Today /published i n Hungarian, English, 

Russian and German/ 

The national economies of the member countries of 

the Council for Mutual Economic Assistance /published for 

the 25th anniversary of the establishment of СМЕЛ/. 

/ЪI Compilations 

Euilding materials industry documentation 195o-1973. 

General a g r i c u l t u r a l inventory: Management of State 

farms and a g r i c u l t u r a l co-operatives i n 1972. 

By decision 34ol/7o of the Council of Ministers 

the Hungarian People's Republic joined the FAO world census 

by carrying out a general survey. 

/с/ Yearbooks 

S t a t i s t i c a l Yearbook 1974 /in Hungarian/ 

S t a t i s t i c a l Yearbook 1973 /English-Russian b i l i n g u a l 

e d i t i o n / 
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Foreign Trade S t a t i s t i c a l Yearbook 1974. 

Home Trade Yearbook 1974. 

Transport and Telecommunication Yearbook 1974. 

Computer Technology Yearbook 1974. 

Budapest S t a t i s t i c a l Yearbook 1975. 

Regional S t a t i s t i c a l Yearbook 1975. 

Demographic Yearbook 1973. 

County Yearbook Series 

Hungarian S t a t i s t i c a l Pocket Book /series/ 1975, 

published i n Hungarian, Russian, German, English and French 

languages. 

Id I Pocket books 

S t a t i s t i c s on the si t u a t i o n of women 

Indus t r i a l Pocket Book 1975 

A g r i c u l t u r a l S t a t i s t i c a l Pocket Book 1975 

Budapest S t a t i s t i c a l Pocket Book 1975 

/е/ P e r i o d i c a l communications 

C o l l e c t i o n of data on education 

Employment and wage r a t i o s i n 1973 

H i s t o r i c a l trends of s o c i a l mobility 

S c i e n t i f i c research i n 1973 

S t a t i s t i c s of Foreign Tourism for 1974 

/This pu b l i c a t i o n may be of in t e r e s t also to s p e c i a l i s t i n 
questions of the flow of information because, as i t i s known, 
one of the means of access to information Is foreign tourism. 
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This book gives account of Hungary's domestic and foreign 
i-.ourisra and. contains the data c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of the routes, 
destinations, etc. of f o r e i g n e r s v i s i t i n g Hungary and 
Hungarian c i t i z e n s going abroad i n d i v i d u a l l y and under 
the programmes of t o u r i s t agencies. The reader can fin d 
in i t d e t a i l e d regional and international data as well as 
the l a t e s t .results of market research on foreign tourism/ 

Household s t a t i s t t c s 1974. 

The population's incomes and consumption, 196o-1973. 

P r i n c i p a l data on the child-care allowance, 1967-1974. 

Standards and d i s t r i b u t i o n of family incomes i n 1972. 

Changes in consumer's prices among the p r i n c i p a l 

s t r a t a of the population. 

(ff Economics, demography 

International comparison of labour productivity. 

Class structure and s t r a t i f i c a t i o n of society. 

Introduction to the theory of stable population. 

In addition 1-0 the above t i t l e s the S t a t i s t i c a l 

Publishing House issued reference books /e.g. Supplement 

to the 1973 Topographical Dictionary of the Hungarian 

People's Republic/, publications on computer science 

/Computer as a means of processing information/ and the 

following p e r i o d i c a l s : 

/g/ S t a t i s z t i k a l Havi Kozlemények /Monthly S t a t i s t i 

c a l Communications/; S t a t i s z t i k a l Szemle / S t a t i s t i c a l 

Review/; Területi S t a t i s z t i k a /Regional S t a t i s t i c s / ; 
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Demografía /Demography/; Informâclôa Elektronlka /Information 

Ele c t r o n i c s / ; Számltástechnlka /Computer Technology/ 

The t i t l e s and data enumerated above are only samples 

of the wide variety of s t a t i s t i c a l publications, of which 

i t i s impossible to give a complete l i s t . 

/11/ 

The s o c i a l movements and mass organizations through 

t h e i r everyday actions take an active part i n the flow of 

information. Freedom of information, guaranteed by l e g i s l a t i v e v 

measures, i s v i t a l f or the trade unions, women's and youth 

movements and organizations. Here are a few examples: 

Persons attending functions of the various l o c a l and 

regional clubs of the P a t r i o t i c People's Front can put any 

questions, i n public and without l i m i t a t i o n , to statesmen 

and other public figures v i s i t i n g those sessions, about home 

and foreign p o l i t i c s or the economic, c u l t u r a l , etc. a f f a i r s 

of the country. 

S i m i l a r l y p a r t i c i p a n t s i n juvenile /young workers', 

students', pioneers', etc./ parliaments i n t e r p e l l a t e i n 

public about various questions of public i n t e r e s t which 

are then answered by the departmental ministers present. 

The Hungarian press, radio and t e l e v i s i o n give 

detailed on-the-spot accounts of the l e g i s l a t i v e sessions 

of the National Assembly. 
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A popular weekly feature of the Hungarian Radio i s 

ca l l e d "168 hours"; i t provides ppportunity for radio l i s t e 

ners to put questions by phone which are then answered by 

competent leading authorities. 

LIST OF SOURCES 

Conference on Security and Co-operation i n Europe, F i n a l Act. 
Kossuth Publishing House 1975. 

International Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l Rights. 

New York, 1967. 

Communication k P o l i c i e s i n Hungary, by Tamas Szecsko and 
Gábor Fodor. The Unesco Press, Paris 1974. 
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ШдГ ZEALAED 

I. Concise introductory description of general p o l i c i e s and sigixLficant 
developments during the_:peri_od from 1 July 1970 to ЗО June 1975 v/ith regard 
to the freedom to seek, receive and impart information and ideas through аду 
media and regardless of f r o n t i e r s 

llie most si g n i f i c a n t change i n general pol i c y on the media during the period 
mder revieii was the Broadcasting Act 1973, v/hich abolished the lev; Zealand 
Broadcasting Corporation and restructured the broadcasting network i n New Zealand. 
Under t h i s Act, the tvro t e l e v i s i o n channels and radio were reconstituted as three 
independent public corporations under the overall control of a nev/ central body, the 
Broadcasting Council, llie guiding p r i n c i p l e s i n the restructured netv/ork were 
those of decentralization, independence and the introduction of competitive 
enterprise v;ithin publicly-ovmed broadcasting services. 

The main functions of the Broadcasting Covmcil are to develop the e f f i c i e n t 
operation of broadcasting services by the corporations, to transmit programmes, 
gather пег/s and malee i t available to the t e l e v i s i o n corporations, to ensure that as 
f a r as possible there i s no overlapping of l i k e prograimnes, and to receive and 
distr i b u t e the proceeds of licence fees among the corpox'ations, 'The Council also 
prescribes the standards of advertising and programmes that may be broadcast, and 
promulgates rules i n respect of the control of l o c a l l y prod-uced items. 

The Act provided that no new licences be granted i n respect of private 
broadcasting stations. E x i s t i n g stations set up imder the Broadcasting Authority 
Act 1968 were to continue operating subject to a condition that they did not form 
a network of broadcasting stations linked f o r the purpose of simultaneous 
broadcasting. The Council had povier to amend or revoke the condition of the 
warrant. There i s a right of appeal to the Supreme Court i f after inquiry a 
vre.rrant has been revoked or suspended. 

It should be noted that, follov/ing a change of government at the end of the 
repoz-ting period, t h i s l e g i s l a t i o n i s nox-r under review. 

The Nev/s Media Oi-mership Act I965 v/as repealed i n 1975. 'fbe purpose of t h i s 
Act v/as to compel the.retention by persons or companies domiciled i n New Zealand 
of at least 80 per cent of the ovmership of any New Zealand nev/spaper or private 
broadcasting station, and to prohibit the establishment of private broadcasting 
stations or nev/spapers i n Nev/ Zealand by a company incorporated outside 
New Zealand. 

I I I . Legislative and other measures adopted dviring the period under reviev/ 

The Nev/ Zealand Press Council v o l u n t a r i l y constituted i n 1972 v/ith 
representatives of the Newspaper Publishers' Association, the Journalists' Union, 
and the public, г/as established to preserve the freedom of the press, to deal v/ith 
and adjudicate on complaints concerning the conduct of the press, or the conduct 
of persons tov/ards the press, and to reviexi developments l i k e l y to r e s t r i c t the 
supply of information of public interest, A r e t i r e d President of the Court of 
Appeal i s chairman. 
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As an e t h i c a l body, the Press Coimcil does not seek to supplement or 
supersede l e g a l remediesi nor as a voluntary organization has i t any power to do 
so. I t exercises j u r i s d i c t i o n only i n respect of newspapers, and a complaint 
once heard i s dealt with Ъу a published account of the facts and the Council's 
decision. 'Jhere i s no recoiirse to l i t i g a t i o n following a r e f e r r a l of a complaint 
to the Coimcil. 

IV, Limitations -'.pon the e;;ercise of freodom of inforrdatior. 

'Ihe Race Relations Act 1971, designed to affirm and promote r a c i a l equality i n 
New Zealand (and to give effect to the United Nations Convention f o r the Elimination 
of Racial Discrimination) provides i n s.25 that an offence i s committed by every 
person, vrho publishes, distributes or broadcasts threatening abusive or insulting, 
material with the intention of exciting h o s t i l i t y , or bringing into contempt or 
r i d i c u l e any group of persons i n New Zealand on the groimd of со1ош-, race, etlmic 
or national o r i g i n . 

The Indecent Publications iimendment Act 1972 was introduced to counter 
deficiencies i n the p r a c t i c a l operation of the Indecent Publications Act I963 . 
Section 3 provides f o r interim r e s t r i c t i o n i n certain circumstances of books that 
have been referred to the Indecent Publications Tribunal. A r e s t r i c t i o n order, 
which remains i n force for one month, precludes the sale of any book or recording 
submitted to the Tribunal where the Tribunal has yet to элпогтсе i t s decision. . . 

Шеге, und.er s .5 the Tribunal has found three issues of a p e r i o d i c a l indecent 
within a 12 month period, i t may issue an order effective for up to tvro years 
applying to everj'- issue ]published xíhile the order i s i n force whereby those issues 
of the p e r i o d i c a l are deemed to be prima facie indecent documents or r e s t r i c t e d 
publications. Such an order ma.y be revoked or varied by the Tribtmal on the 
application of any person. 

'The Criminal Justice Amendment Act 1975 contained a controversial provision 
prohibiting the publication of names of persons accused of offences u n t i l g u i l t 
i s established and a conviction entered. The person accused, of an offence may 
apply f o r an order permitting publication, as may the prosecutor or any member of 
the pu.blic who reasonably believes he may be personalis'' prejudiced by non-publication 
of the accused's name. The Court may also permit publication i n the interests of 
the general p i i b l i c , having regard to certain fixed c r i t e r i a . The National 
Goveinment, elected i n November 1975, announced i t s intention to repeal t h i s 
provision i n 1976, and l e g i s l a t i o n has been introdu.ced f o r the pttrpose. 

I'fliile not s t r i c t l y f i t t i n g into any of the categories l i s t e d , ss. 19 and 20 
of the Ombudsmen Act 1975 relate to the a v a i l a b i l i t y of information where a decision 
or recommendation of any government department, l o c a l authority or public body i s 
investigated by an Ombudsman following a complaint, or of his ovm motion. 

Any o f f i c e r employee or member of an̂ '- department or organization may be 
required to give information, to produce documents and be examined, on oath i n 
r e l a t i o n to the matter under investigation. Every such person s h a l l have the same 
privileges as a witness i n court proceedings. Information that might prejudice 
the national interest, the investigation or detection of offences, or the disclostire 
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of Cabinet proceedings s h a l l not be disclosed. 'ilie rule as to witliliolding 
i n fomation on the ground that i t wou.ld be injurious to the public interest does 
not apply, to investigations by an Ombudsman unless the disclosure relates to 
Cabinet matters of a secret or confide.ntÍ3,l nature. 

There have been a nmber of cases dealing with priv i l e g e d information. 

Ile Golightly [1974] 2 ÎIZL.̂  297 concerned a s o l i c i t o r irho had been directed Sy 
his c l i e n t to make a statement to the police. Charges were l a t e r l a i d against 
the c l i e n t and the s o l i c i t o r received a witness simmions to attend court a.s a 
Crown witness i n proceedings against his c l i e n t . The application to set aside 
the vjitness summons on the. grounds of pr i v i l e g e was dismissed by the court as the 
communications made to the s o l i c i t o r by the c l i e n t xrexe i n furtherance of a crime 
or fraxid. Legal professional p r i v i l e g e did not attach to such a communication. 

In Боппег V. Karamea Shj-pping Co. Ltd. [l973] 2 ITZLR 374 i t was held that 
s . l 3 ( l ) of the Labour Department Act 1954 forbidding the communication of 
information obtained by the Department under the Act to any person except for the 
purposes of the Act, does not esctend to the giving of evidence by an o f f i c i a l of 
the Department i n a personal i n j u r i e s case. 

In the Court of Appeal decisions i n Konia v. I'lorley, and C'ullen v. 
Attorney-General [1976] 1 HZLR 455 discovery of certain dociments had been refused 
by the Attorney-General on the grounds of le g a l professional p r i v i l e g e and Cromi 
p r i v i l e g e . The appeals arose out of c i v i l claims made by each appellant against 
police o f f i c e r s based on alleged abuses of police powers. In allowing the appeal 
by Konia the Court rules that i t was not bound by a m i n i s t e r i a l objection to 
discovery and may overrule such objection^ In regard to a claim of pr i v i l e g e the 
Court noted that i t must hold the balance between the public interest as expressed 
by a m n i s t e r and the public interest i n ensuring the proper administration of 
j u s t i c e . 

McDougall V, Henderson [1976] 1 HZLE 59 concerned medical p r i v i l e g e . 'The 
applicant, a ps y c h i a t r i s t , was served with a subpoena to give evidence i n a case 
involving h i s patient. The Court ordered the doctor to obey the subpoena and 
answer questions u n t i l the occasion arose when he v/as asked to divulge any 
communication made to him i n his professional capacity by the patient. 

There have been two relevant decisicns on indecent publications. 

In Police V. Rose Publishing Co. Ltd. [l974] 1 NZLR 745, a mail order 
catalogvie was posted to a person at his request. llie contents of the catalogue 
included alleged indecent photographs reproduced from puhlications v/hich had 
previously been c l a s s i f i e d indecent f o r persons under 18 years. The CoxArt held 
that the photographs v/ere not indecent because the catalogue v/as only sent to 
adults who requested i t . ihe Court further held that i n a prosecvition vaader the 
Post Office Act 1959 f o r posting an a r t i c l e containing indecent photographs, the 
question of indecency must be assessed by reference to matters set out i n s . l l of 
the Indecent Publications Act I963 svich as the age of the addressee and v/hether 
that person i s l i k e l y to be corrupted by the catalogue. 
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In Police V. Ifeг̂гs Media Ovmership Ltd. [l975] 1 6lO the Court of Appeal 
i n a majority decision upheld the conviction of a weekly newspaper on charges 
under the Indecent Publications Act I963 of in s e r t i n g an indecent picture and 
publishing an indecent document, namely the same issue. ïhe Court considered that 
the d e f i n i t i o n of the word "indecent" i n the Act was not r e s t r i c t e d solely to the 
imtters contained i n the d e f i n i t i o n , and established a f l e x i b l e test. 
ITotx-iithstanding the obligation to consider matters specified i n s . l l such as 
whether any pers:n i s l i k e l y to be corrupted by the document, and a finding of lack 
cf proof of l i k e l i h o o d of corruption, the Court may s t i l l f i n d the docurnent indecent 
i n l i g h t of other considerations. The guiding p r i n c i p l e i n determining indecency 
i s that there must be discernible i n j u r y to the public good. 




