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The Seminar is being held at the invitation of the Government of Switzerland. It is being
prepared by the Swiss Agency for the Environment, Forests and Landscape and the
UNECE secretariat of the Water Convention, in consultation with the World
Conservation Union (IUCN) and the secretariats of the 1971 Ramsar Convention on
Wetlands and of the UNECE Timber Committee.

Information on the Seminar, including official documents, discussion papers and
national reports, can be found at
http://www.unece.org/env/water/meetings/payment_ecosystems/seminar.htm.

1. Opening
2.  Election of officers

Following the Convention’ s rules of procedure, Ms. Sibylle Vermont, Switzerland, will chair
the meeting. Participants will be invited to elect three vice-chairpersons; who will each chair
one of the three sessions.

3.  Setting the scene

The Chairperson, Ms. Sibylle Vermont, will provide a keynote lecture on: “Ecosystem
services - global commitments and regional action”

The secretariat will inform the participants about the outcome of the Seminar on the role
of ecosystems as water suppliers (Geneva, 13-14 December 2004) and the expectation
regarding the outcome and the follow up to the present Seminar.

4. Session | - Valuing ecosystem services
To introduce this Seminar session, the following keynote lectures will be delivered:

. “Valuing ecosystems services - advantages and disadvantages of different existing
methodologies from IUCN practical experience,” Ms. Daniéle Perrot-Maitre, World
Conservation Union (IUCN).

. “Developing payments for ecosystem servicesin Latin America: the potential for
combining carbon sequestration with watershed management,” Mr. Jan Fehse,
EcoSecurities Ltd.

. “Central Asian mountain ecosystem assessment,” Ms. Elena Kreuzberg-Mukhina,
Regional Environmental Centre for Central Asia.

The Chairperson and a Vice Chairperson will lead the debate on the topic, following the
items for discussion contained in document MP.WAT/SEM.5/2005/1. Seminar participants
who have submitted contributions will be invited to share their experience.
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5.  Session |l - Legal and contractual aspects
To introduce this Seminar session, the following keynote lectures will be delivered:

. “Financial and Contractual Frameworks for the New Y ork City Watershed Protection
Program,” Mr. Michadl A. Principe, Deputy Commissioner and Director, Bureau of
Water Supply of the City of New Y ork, Department of Environmental Protection.

. “Issues and examples of environmental services and financing for the protection and
sustainable use of water-related ecosystems in the Netherlands,” Ms. Andrea Almasi,
Ministry of Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality.

. "Financial mechanism for natural resources management - learning from FAO
experience,” Mr. Gerardo E. van Halsema, Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations.

The Chairperson and a Vice-Chairperson will lead the debate on the topic, following the
items for discussion contained in document MP.WAT/SEM.5/2005/1. Seminar participants
who have submitted contributions will be invited to share their experience.

6. Sessionlll - Challengesfor implementation

To introduce this Seminar session, the following keynote lectures will be delivered:

. “Fostering and promoting payments for environmental services in the Danube River
basin,” Mr. Andreas Beckmann, WWF International.

. “Challenges and opportunities for payments and markets for ecosystem services based
on multilateral environmental agreements and pro-poor approach,” UNEP, speaker to
be confirmed.

. “Lessons learned from country reports and Seminar’ s contributions’, Ms. Francesca

Bernardini and Mr. Rainer Enderlein, UNECE.

The Chairperson and a Vice Chairperson will lead the debate on the topic, following the
items for discussion contained in document MP.WAT/SEM.5/2005/1. Seminar participants
who have submitted discussion papers will be invited to share their experience.

7. Conclusions and recommendations of the Seminar

Based on the outcome of the previous agenda items, the Chairman will draft conclusions
and recommendations on possible global, UNECE-wide, subregional and nationa
measures to promote policies, strategies and concrete actions for financing the
protection and sustainable use of ecosystems in support of sustainable water
management.

The Seminar will provide guidance on follow-up, in particular proposals for the 2006-
2009 workplan under the Water Convention, to be submitted to the Working Group on
Integrated Water Resources Management at its next meeting.

The Seminar will also agree on the modalities for the preparation of its report by the
secretariat as well as the printing of the proceedings.
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8. Closing

The Chairperson will close the meeting on 11 October 2005 around 6 p.m.
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