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The P o l i s h People's r,.epr.blic firom i t s very i n c e p t i o n both i n i t s inteiïiaJ as 
••.rell as f o r e i g n p o l i c y stauids f i r m l y agelnst eiiy form of racism aaid r a c i a l 
d i c c r i m i n a t i o n . This p o s i t i o n stems pjnong other thing s from h i s t o r i c a l experience of 
Poland the jpopule/cion of i d i i c h had otiffoi-ed immense losbey as a r e s u l t of faocism and 
naziom, which are the fonüs of re . c i a l p o l i c y very c l o s e to that of the crime of 
apartheid. 

Moreover, the acceptp^ice i n Poland of -jocialiom as a b a s i s of p o l i t i c a l , economic 
and s o c i a l system o::clu.deo tho p o & o i b i l i t j r f o r apartheid to bo promoted as i d e o l o g i c a l 
concept or p r a x t i c o d i n any form i n tho State p o l i c y . 

These b a s i c a.Drjumptiono can bo i l l x i o t r a - t e d by examples of some p r o v i s i o n c of 
P o l i s h laws, i . e . ; 

- The C o n s t i t u t i o n of the Poliüh People'с Pxepublic, enacted by the L e g i s l a t i v e 
Seym (Parliament) on 22 J u l y 1959j declo-res i n a^x-ticlo 59: 

"1 . C i t i z e n s of the P o l i o h People's l i e p u b l i c , i r r e s p e c t i v e of n a t i o n a l i t y , 
, race or r e l i g i o n , enjoy equaJ r i g h t s i n a l l spheres of p t i b l i c , p o l i t i c a l , 

economic, s o c i a l ?jid c u l t u r a l l i f e . Infringement of t h i s p r i n c i p l e by any 
d i r e c t or i n d i r e c t g r a n t i n g of p r i v i l e g e s or r e s t r i c t i o n of r i g h t s , on account 
of n a t i o n a l i t y , raxe o r r e l i g i o n , i s pimishablo by l a v , 

2. The spreading of hatred or contempt, tho provocation of c t i i f o or 
h u m i l i a t i o n of naai on accotmt of n a t i o n a l r a c i a l o r r e l i g i o u s d i f f e r e n c e s are 
forbidden." 
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- • ты D e c r e e of the Trosidont .of «lô íláti-̂ icl People's C o u n c i l 'of 
15 J\m.e 1 9 4 6 , on p a r t i c u l a r l y dangeroiis-offences d u ring the rerconstruction o f tl i e 
P o l i s h State p r o v i d i n g penal l a i r f o r a l l forms o f r a c i a l arid \ ̂ ĝ̂ Hîional'̂ isci'ikî l̂ iji'-
de c l a r e s ; 

" A r t . 5 0 . l.Taoever р г г Ы 1 с 1 у i n c i t e s s t r i f e on grounds of n a t i o n a l , r a c i a l 
o r r e l i g i o u s d i f f e r e n c e s or commends such s t r i f e i s l i a h l g . to a term of 
imprisonment of .up to 5 years. 

A r t . 51» p a r a . l , l/hoever p t i h l i c l y i n s u l t s , derides or traduces a group 
of popxiiation or an i n d i v i d i ^ a l person on account of t h e i r n a t i o n a l , 
r e l i g i o u s or r a c i a l a f f i l i a t i o n , i s l i a , h l e to a term of imprisonment of up 
to 5 years or d e t e n t i o n . 

A r t . 51» para.2 , Tlie same pen a l t y s h a l l be i n c u r r e d by. tfhoever commits 
a p h y s i c a l assault' and/or i n f l i c t s injujry' on a 'pers'oh oh accoimt of the 
person's n a t i o n a l , rel'igiou.s' b'r r a c i a l a f f i l i a t i o n . 

A r t , 5 2 . l/hoever commits a crime d i r e c t e d against a group of p o p u l a t i o n 
or an in d i v i d - u a l person on account of t h e i r n a t i o n a l , r e l i g i o u s o r r a c i a l 
a f f i l i a t i o n , i f such a crime r e s u l t e d i n a f a t a l outcome or severe i n j u r y , 
o r . v i o l a t i o n of p u b l i c order, or impairment of p u b l i c s e c u r i t y i s l i a b l e 
to a term of imprisomisnt of up to 5 y e a r s , l i f e sentence or death p e n a l t y . 

A r t , 55^ V/hoever p a r t i c i p a t e s i n an agreement aimed at committing a crime 
r e f e r r e d to i n Ar,t, 5 i , p a r a , 2 , or A r t . 3 2 , or taJtes part, i n a r i o t v/hich 
j o i n t l y commits such a- crime, i s l i a b l e to a term of imprisonment. 

A r t , 3 4 . l/hoever against h i s d u t i e s does not counteract commitment of 
crimes r e f e r r e d to i n A r t , 3О-ЗЗ i s l i a b l e to a term of imprisonment up. 
to 5 years or d e t e n t i o n , " 

.The C r i m i n a l Code of the P o l i s h People's Repviblic, passed by the Seym on. 
19 A p r i l 1 9 6 9 , vrhich entered i n t o f o r c e on 1 January 1 9 7 0 , among other t h i n g s 
r e p e a l s the aforementioned Decree of the President of the N a t i o n a l People's Covmcil 
of 13 June 1946» and i n a chapter e n t i t l e d "Offences against R I I D I Í с Order" 
s t i p u l a t e s as f o l l o v r s ; 

" A r t , 270, para,- .2. The same pen a l t y (six-months .to eight years of 
imprisonment) s h a l l be i n c u r r e d by v^hoever p u b l i c l y commends fascism o r 
any v e r s i o n of i t .,, 

A r t . 272. l/hoever pu.blicly i n c i t e s s t r i f e on grounds of n a t i o n a l , e t h n i c , 
r a c i a l o r r e l i g i o u s d i f f e r e n c e s o r p u b l i c l y commends such s t r i f e , i s l i a b l e 
to a term of imprisonment of 6 months to 5 years ,.. 

A r t , 274» para, 1 . l/hoever p u b l i c l y i n s u l t s , derides or traduces a group 
of popula,tion o r an i n d i v i d u a l person on account of t h e i r n a t i o n a l , ethi-iic 
o r r a c i a l a f f i l i a t i o n , i s l i a b l e to a term of imprisonment of up to 5 y e a r s . 
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A r t . 274? para. 2. Waoever coHunito a p h y s i c a l s.ssatzlt on a person f o r the 
reason set otit i n para. 1 i s l i a b l e to a term of imprisonment of s i x months 
to f i v e years," 

I t i s evident from the ajDOve that the laws e x i s t i n g i n Poland f u l l y meet the 
requirements s p e c i f i e d i n A r t . 1 and 2 ox the Convention. 

Consequently, i t does not seem necessary to adopt at t h i s stage nev; 
l e g i s l a t i v e measures regs-rding a p a r t h e i d . 

In respect of a r t i c l e 6 of the Convention i t may be sta,ted that s t r u g g l e 
against apartheid i n the i n t e r n a t i o n a l frainevrorlc has been c o n s i s t e n t l y promoted 
5ind supported by Poland. I t stemmed from the ba.sic goals and o b j e c t i v e s of the 
P o l i s h f o r e i g n p o l i c y . Since the period immediately f o l l o w i n g the Second IJorld 
\¡3T the e f f o r t s d i r e c t e d against apartheid i n the P o l i s h f o r e i g n p o l i c y have 
c o n s t i t t i t e d one of the b a s i c f a c t o r s both i n our s t r u g g l e against c o l o n i a l i s m 
and n e o - c o l o n i a l i s m , as w e l l a.s i n our svipport f o r such ba.sic hujnan r i g h t s as the 
r i g h t to l i v e i n pea.ce and i n freedom, the r i g h t f o r development of human and 
m a t e r i a l na.tional resources w i t h f u l l respect f o r sovereignty and f o r the r i g h t 
to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , 

Poland has accepted and c o n s i s t e n t l y implemented a l l the d e c i s i o n s of the 
S e c u r i t y Co t i n c i l and other organs of the United Hâtions aimed at prevention of 
a p a r t h e i d . 

Poland has a l s o a-ctively c o n t r i b u t e d to the slaJ3oration of those d e c i s i o n s . 




