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The. v i c t o r y of the Great October S o c i a l i s t E e v o l u t i o n , the implementation of a 
L e n i n i s t n a t i o n a l p o l i c y and the b u i l d i n g of a developed s o c i a l i s m e l i m i n a t e d once 
and f o r a l l the p o s s i b i l i t y of any ma n i f e s t a t i o n i n the B y e l o r u s s i a n SSR of the 
ideology and p r a c t i c e of. apartheid or d i s c r i m i n a t i o n along r a c i a l or n a t i o n a l l i n e s , 
which are a l i e n to the S o v i e t people. 

Complete e q u a l i t y of races, nations and n a t i o n a l groups has been e s t a b l i s h e d i n 
the S o v i e t s o c i a l i s t s o c i e t y , and they ha.ve developed i n harmony throughout the 
60 yeans of the So v i e t Ste.te's existence. 

The p r i n c i p l e of r a c i a l and n a t i o n a l e q u a l i t y i n the Soviet s o c i a l i s t State has 
been r e a f f i r m e d i n the C o n s t i t u t i o n of the USSR adopted on 7 October 1977 and f i n d s 
expression i n the C o n s t i t u t i o n s of the Union Republics. 

Thus a r t i c l e 98 of the C o n s t i t u t i o n of the B y e l o r u s s i a n SSFi reads as f o l l o w s ; 

" E q u a l i t y of r i g h t s of c i t i z e n s of the B y e l o r u s s i a n SSR, i r r e s p e c t i v e .. 
of t h e i r n a t i o n a l i t y or гз-Се, i n a l l spheres of economic, State, c u l t u r a l , 
s o c i a l and p o l i t i c a l l i f e i s an immutable law. 

"Any d i r e c t or i n d i r e c t r e s t r i c t i o n of the r i g h t s of, or conversely the, 
establishment of any d i r e c t or i n d i r e c t p r i v i l e g e s f o r , c i t i z e n s according 
to t h e i r race or n a t i o n a l i t y , and l i k e w i s e any advocacy of r a c i a l or 
n a t i o n a l exclusiveness or hatred and contempt, s h a l l be punishable by law." 

GE.78-3201 



-È/CN»4A277/Aad.l4 

The complete e q u a l i t y of c i t i z e n s of the Eep u b l i c i r r e s p e c t i v e of t h e i r 
n a t i o n a l i t y an^ race w i l l undoubtedly be r e a f f i r m e d i n the new C o n s t i t u t i o n of 
the B y e l o r u s s i a n SSE novr be i n g d r a f t e d . 

I n the Byelorussian-.SSE any -Violation of n a t i o n a l and r a c i a l e q u a l i t y i s 
regarded as a crime and punishable by law; t h i s i s a guarantee of the suppression 
of any ac t s on those l i n e s . A r t i c l e 71 of the C r i m i n a l Code of the 
By e l o i n i s s i a n SSE reads as f o l l o w s ; 

"Any propaganda or a g i t a t i o n f o r the purpose of arousing r a c i a l 
or n a t i o n a l h o s t i l i t y or d i s s e n s i o n , and l i k e w i s e any d i r e c t or i n d i r e c t 
r e s t r i c t i o n of the r i g h t s o f , or the establishment of any d i r e c t or 
i n d i r e c t p r i v i l e g e s f o r , c i t i z e n s according t o t h e i r race or n a t i o n a l i t y , 
s h a l l be punishable by imprisonment f o r a term of not l e s s than s i x 
months and not.more than three years or by e x i l e f o r " a term of not l e s s 
than two and not more than f i v e years." 

The c o n s t i t u t i o n a l p r i n c i p l e of complete n a t i o n a l and r a c i a l e q u a l i t y i s 
expressed and r e a f f i r m e d i n numerous l e g i s l a t i v e acts r e l a t i n g to various aspects 
of l i f e i n the E e p u b l i c . 

Thus a r t i c l e 4 of the P u b l i c Education A ct passed on 25 December 1974 
proclaims as one of the b a s i c p r i n c i p l e s of p u b l i c education i n the 
B y e l o r u s s i a n SSE "the e q u a l i t y of a l l c i t i z e n s i n access to education i r r e s p e c t i v e 
of race and n a t i o n a l i t y , sex, a t t i t u d e to r e l i g i o n , p r o p e r t y or s o c i a l s t a t u s " . 

A r t i c l e 16 of the Code of Labour Law of the B y e l o r u s s i a n SSE, which 
provides guarantees of admission to employment, reads as follows? 

"Any u n j u s t i f i e d r e f u s a l to admit a person to employment i s u n l a w f u l . 
Under the C o n s t i t u t i o n of the USSR and the C o n s t i t u t i o n of the 
B y e l o r u s s i a n SSE, any d i r e c t or i n d i r e c t r e s t r i c t i o n of r i g h t s and the 
establishment of any d i r e c t or i n d i r e c t p r i v i l e g e s according t o sex, 
race, n a t i o n a l i t y or a t t i t u d e to r e l i g i o n i n connexion w i t h admission 
to employment are not allowed." 

A r t i c l e 5 of the Act concerning the J u d i c i a l System of the B y e l o r u s s i a n SSE, 
which e s t a b l i s h e s the e q u a l i t y of c i t i z e n s before the law and the c o u r t s , 
provides as f o l l o w s ; 

" J u s t i c e i n the B y e l o r u s s i a n SSE s h a l l be administered on the 
p r i n c i p l e s of e q u a l i t y of c i t i z e n s before the law and the cour t , 
i r r e s p e c t i v e of t h e i r s o c i a l , p r o p e r t y and o f f i c i a l s t a t u s , n a t i o n a l i t y , 
race and r e l i g i o n . " 

A r t i c l e 4 of the Marriage and Family Code of the B y e l o r u s s i a n SSE e s t a b l i s h e s 
the equal r i g h t s of c i t i z e n s i n f a m i l y r e l a t i o n s , i r r e s p e c t i v e of t h e i r 
n a t i o n a l i t y , race or a t t i t u d e to r e l i g i o n , and does not permit the i n s t i t u t i o n 
of any d i r e c t or i n d i r e c t r e s t r i c t i o n s or p r i v i l e g e s , upon entry i n t o marriage, 
according to n a t i o n a l i t y , race or a t t i t u d e to r e l i g i o n . 
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The B y e l o r u s s i a n SSR, having proclaimed n a t i o n a l and r a c i a l e q u a l i t y as one 
of the most important p r i n c i p l e s on which l i f e w i t h i n the State i s based, 
c o n s i s t e n t l y opposes, i n the i n t e r n a t i o n a l згепа, apartheid, r a c i a l segregation 
and d i s c r i m i n a t i o n x/herever and i n whatever form they have appeared. I t a c t i v e l y 
supported the adoption by the u n i t e d Nations General Assembly of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Convention on the Suppressj.on and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid and was 
among the f i r s t to sign and r a t i f y the Convention, As a party to that important 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l Convention, the B y e l o r i i s s i a n SSE r e s o l i x t e l y condemns the c o n t i n u i n g 
inh-uman, c r i m i n a l p o l i c y of apartheid, r a c i a l segregation and d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , 
r a c i a l oppression and f l a g r a n t v i o l a t i o n of hmian r i g h t s pursued by the 
r a c i s t - c o l o n i a l i s t régimes i n southern A f r i c a . 

On the i n i t i a t i v e of the B y e l o r u s s i a n SSE, the United Nations General Assembly 
adopted at i t s t h i r t y - s e c o n d session r e s o l u t i o n 32/122 on the p r o t e c t i o n of 
persons detained or imprisoned as a r e s u l t of t h e i r s t r u g g l e against apartheid, 
racism and r a c i a l d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , c o l o n i a l i s m , aggression and f o r e i g n occupation 
and f o r s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , independence as w e l l as s o c i a l progress f o r t h e i r 
people. 

The press, r a d i o and t e l e v i s i o n and vol u n t a r y o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n the 
B y e l o r u s s i a n SSE are c a r r y i n g on a systematic campaign to provide the population 
of the Eepublic w i t h i n f o r m a t i o n exposing the p r a c t i c e and inhuman p o l i c y of 
c o l o n i a l i s m , racism and apartheid. S o l i d a r i t j r weeks, p u b l i c meetings and other 
events are organized i n the Eepublic i n support of the peoples who are waging 
a r i g h t f u l s t r uggle against the v e s t i g e s of c o l o n i a l i s m , racism and apartheid. 

Guided by the L e n i n i s t p r i n c i p l e of supporting the peoples' struggle f o r 
n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n and s o c i a l progress, a. p r i n c i p l e which i s embodied i n i t s 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l system, the B y e l o r u s s i a n SSE w i l l continue to give every p o s s i b l e 
a s s i s t a n c e to the peoples f i g h t i n g f o r t h e i r freedom and independence against 
c o l o n i a l i s m , i m p e r i a l i s m and t h e i r manifestations - apartheid and r a c i a l 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . 




