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Addendum 

SYRIAN ШВ REPUBLIC 

[9 January 1978] 

1. The Sy r i a n Arab R e p u b l i c f i r m l y b e l i e v e s i n the u n i v e r s a l v a l i d i t y and 
a p p l i c a b i l i t y of the p r i n c i p l e t h a t " a l l human beings are born f r e e and equal 
i n d i g n i t y and r i g h t s " . I t has, t h e r e f o r e , always regarded r a c i a l 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , i n ge n e r a l , and Apa r t h e i d , i n p a r t i c u l a r , as o u t r i g h t negations 
of the very concept of human r i g h t s . I t i s w i t h t h i s understanding that the 
Sy r i a n Arab Republic became a c o n t r a c t i n g p a r t y to two b a s i c i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
conventions namely; The Convention on the E l i m i n a t i o n of A l l Forms of R a c i a l 
D i s c r i m i n a t i o n ала-the Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the 
Crime of A p a r t h e i d , i t being obvious that the two conventions are complementary, 
f o r the f i r s t would remain a dead l e t t e r w i t h respect to Apartheid were i t not 
supported by the coercive p r o v i s i o n s of the second. 

2. The S y r i a n Arab R e p u b l i c , which \<ras among the f i r s t c o u n t r i e s t o become 
p a r t y to these two Conventions, i s r e s o l v e d to respect them and ensure t h e i r 
respect u n t i l such time when r a c i a l d i s c r i m i n a r o n and Apartheid are e n t i r e l y 
e r a d i c a t e d from the face of the unive r s e . 

3. The Government of the Sjnrian Arab Republic wishes to draw a t t e n t i o n to 
the f o u r r e p o r t s i t submitted to the Committee on the E l i m i n a t i o n of R a c i a l 
D i s c r i m i n a t i o n under a r t i c l e 9 of the Convention on the E l i m i n a t i o n of A l l 
Forms of R a c i a l D i s c r i m i n a t i o n as these r e p o r t s contain i n f o r m a t i o n on the 
a p p l i c a t i o n of the Convention i n the S y r i a s Arab Re p u b l i c , and on S y r i a ' s 
e f f o r t s w i t h regard to the e r a d i c a t i o n o f Apart h e i d . (The f o u r t h r e p o r t i s 
contained i n document C E R D / C / R . 9 0 add. 23.) 
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Moreover, i f the Group of Three xvishes to he fua-'ther acquainted w i t h 
developments r e l a t i n g to p o l i t i c a l and c i v i l , r i g h t s i n the S y r i a n Arab R e p u b l i c , 
we draw i t s a t t e n t i o n to the i n i t i a l r e p o r t submitted to.the Human Ri g h t s 
Committee (document CCPR / c/l/add.l/rev.l of 1 J u l y 1977). 

4. I t i s to be taken i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n that ever since i t s independence, the 
Sy r i a n Arab Republic has taken an unswerving p o s i t i o n \ris-à-vis Apartheid. 

I n t e n i E i l l y , i t has continuously imparted i n f o r m a t i o n on the dangers that 
the p o l i c i e s of Apa r t h e i d and racism vrould pose to the freedom, e q i i a l i t y and 
d i g n i t y of man, as w e l l as to vrorld peace and s e c u r i t y . Our school t e x t 
books and our mass media have s y s t e m a t i c a l l y exTjlained the e v i l s of Apa r t h e i d 
vrith a l l that they e n t a i l i n terms of human s i i f f e r i n g , and b l a t a n t economic 
e x p l o i t a t i o n . U nited Nations, m a t e r i a l and p u b l i c a t i o n s have been e x t e n s i v e l y 
used to impart i n f o r m a t i o n on'the n e f a r i o u s conséquences of the p o l i c i e s of 
Apa r t h e i d i n southern A f r i c a . 

Having s u f f e r e d from, the e v i l s of c o l o n i a l i s m and Z i o n i s t s e t t l e r -
c o l o n i a l i s m i n P a l e s t i n e as w e l l as. i n occupied Arab t e r r i t o r i e s , the people 
of the S y r i a n Arab E e p u b l i c have been able 'to drav; p a r a l l e l s and f i n d 
s i m i l a r i t i e s betvreen the r a c i s t p o l i c i e s of I s r a e l and. South A f r i c a . 

I n a d d i t i o n , the S y r i a n l e g a l system i s e n t i r e l y geared tov/ards the 
e l i m i n a t i o n of a l l forms of d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . Our c o n s t i t u t i o n a l guarantees 
and l e g i s l a t i o n p r o h i b i t and punish a c t i v i t i e s v/hich i n c i t e r a c i a l and 
r e l i g i o u s p r e j u d i c e s , or l e a d to c o n f l i c t s and h o s t i l i t y among the v a r i o u s 
components of our s o c i e t y . 

5. The Sy r i a n Arab Republic maintains no r e l a t i o n s vrtiatsoever v i i t h the r a c i s t 
regimes of southern A f r i c a . As of 1963, the Government of the Sy r i a n Arab 
Republic has suspended a l l economic and commercial r e l a t i o n s v/ith the 
South A f r i c a n regime. By a decree No. 1247 dated 15 October 1965, the 
Government p r o h i b i t e d a l l imports and exports to and from South A f r i c a . Since 
i t s independence, the S y r i a n Ara,b Republic has r e f r a i n e d from e s t a b l i s h i n g 
d i p l o m a t i c and consular r e l a t i o n s v-dth the Pretoria., regime. 

Likev/ise, the S y r i a n Arab Republic has c o n s t a n t l y supported n a t i o n a l 
l i b e r a t i o n movements i n t h e i r struggle against Apartheid and racism, whether 
i n South A f r i c a , Rhodesia or Namibia. 

I n i t s c a p a c i t y as a member of the S p e c i a l Committee on Apartheid the 
Sy r i a n Arab Republic has contri b u t e d at a c e r t a i n stage to the fo r m u l a t i o n of 
t h i s convention. Yet, vre have alv/ays been of the o p i n i o n that Apartheid 
cannot be t o t a l l y e l i m i n a t e d vrithout bloodshed unless tvro c o n d i t i o n s v«rere to 
be miet: That the t r a d i n g partners of South A f r i c a p a x t i c u l a r l y the major ones, 
should f a c i l i t a t e the task of the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l i n imposing t o t a l and 
mandatory sanctions a.gainst South A f r i c a ; and, second, that those v/ho are 
d i r e c t l y or i n d i r e c t l y i-esponsible f o r the perpetuation-of Apartheid must be 
ma;de n a t i o n a l l y and i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y accountable since Apartheid i s a crime 
against humanity. 

So f a r the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l has f a i l e d i n imposing e f f e c t i v e measures 
against South A f r i c a , v/hile the countries d i r e c t l y r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the 
perpetuation of Ap a r t h e i d have r e f r a i n e d from acceding to the Convention on the 
Suppression and Punisliment ox Apartheid, thus n u l l i f y i n g the r e s u l t s of any 
meaningful a c t i o n against the p e r p e t r a t o r s of t h i s crime. 
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6. The S y r i a n Arab Republic i s determined t o f u l l y implement the va r i o u s 
p r o v i s i o n s of the Convention, p a r t i c u l a r l y those p r o v i s i o n s r e l a t i n g to the 
punishment of persons and o r g a n i z a t i o n s that have committed acts d e f i n e d by 
a r t i c l e I I of the Convention. I f t h i s Convention has not yet been put to the 
t e s t , i t i s because the S y r i a n Arab Republic maintains no r e l a t i o n s of any 
k i n d w i t h South A f r i c a , nor does i t host any South A f r i c a n i n t e r e s t . 

7. I t i s to be noted that a r t i c l e s I and I I of the Convention r e f e r not only 
to A p a r theid as a crime against humanity but a l s o mentions " s i m i l a r p o l i c i e s 
and p r a c t i c e s of r a c i a l segregation and d i s c r i m i n a t i o n " . T h i s , i n our 
understanding p e i m i t s the a p p l i c a t i o n of the Convention, and i n p a r t i c u l a r 
i t s t h i r d a r t i c l e to cases r e l a t i n g to co u n t r i e s t h a t p r a c t i s e r a c i a l 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n as a matter of s t a t e p o l i c y . I t i s to be r e c a l l e d that 
General Assembly R e s o l u t i o n No. 3379 (XXX) dated 10 November 1975 determined 
t h a t "Zionism i s a form of racism and r a c i a l d i s c r i m i n a t i o n " . Consequently, 
the s t a t e s p a r t i e s to the Convention, are c a l l e d upon to t r e a t Zionism on an 
equal f o o t i n g w i t h A p a r t h e i d . The S y r i a n Arab Republic s h a l l not f a i l to 
apply a r t i c l e I I I i n a l l i t s p a r t s to those who c a r r y out p o l i c i e s of racism 
and r a c i a l d i s c r i m i n a t i o n t o f u l f i l the c o l o n i a l p o l i c i e s of Zionism. 

8. The Government of the S y r i a n Arab R e p u b l i c w i l l recommend to the 
co n t r a c t i n g p a r t i e s to study i n depth ways and means f o r the e f f e c t i v e 
implementation of the Convention, and t h i s i n l i g h t of the r e p o r t s submitted 
i n accordance \ f i t h A r t i c l e V I I of the Convention. 




