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Both i n her f o r e i g n and domestic p o l i c y , the People's Republic of B u l g a r i a has 
always s t r i v e d to promote the development of a l l - r o i m d and f r i e n d l y r e l a t i o n s w i t h 
a l l n a t i o n s , r e g a r d l e s s of t h e i r r a c e , and to support the progressive l i b e r a t i o n 
movements of the peoples that s t i l l s u f f e r under the yoke of c o l o n i a l i s m , racism, 
r a c i a l segregation and apa r t h e i d . B u l g a r i a has taken an a c t i v e part i n the 
el a b o r a t i o n of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of 
the Crime of Apartheid. 

I' Legislat_iVe_ measure_s_ 

These ba s i c p r i n c i p l e s of the f o r e i g n p o l i c y of s o c i a l i s t B u l g a r i a have found 
l e g a l expression i n the e x i s t i n g l e g i s l a t i o n . A long time before the 
General Assembly of the United Nations had adopted the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Convention on 
the Suppression-and Punishment of the Crime of Apa r t h e i d , the b a s i c p r i n c i p l e s of 
that i n t e r n a t i o n a l act had already found l e g i s l a t i v e embodiment i n the C o n s t i t u t i o n , 
as w e l l as i n the C r i m i n a l Code. Consequently, the People's Republic of B u l g a r i a 
was among the f i r s t to r a t i f y the Convention i n May 1974. Immediately a f t e r the 
r a t i f i c a t i o n , s p e c i a l p r o v i s i o n s have been i n c l u d e d i n the Crim i n a l Code to reg u l a t e 
the l e g a l defense agaánst r a c i a l d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , segregation ê nd apa r t h e i d . With 
these l a t e s t amendments to the Crim i n a l Code, dated December 1975 (State Gazette 
N 0 . 9 5 of 1975)5 the Bulgaria,n penal l e g i s l a t i o n comes i n t o full accord w i t h the 
p r o v i s i o n s of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the 
Crime of Apartheid. 
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F o l l o w i n g are the major l e g a l p r o v i s i o n s r e l a t i n g to these i s s u e s г 

A. . -Co n s t i t u t i o n of the People's Repuulic of B u l g a r i a ( l97 l )? 

—-Article.-З-З--

(1) A l l c i t i z e n s of the People's Republic of B u l g a r i a are equal before the 
law. 

(2) Ко p r i v i l e g e s or l i m i t a t i o n s of r i g h t s based on n a t i o n a l i t y , o r i g i n , 
creed, sex, race, education, s o c i a l and m a t e r i a l s t a t u s are allowed. -. 

(3) The s t a t e secures the e q u a l i t y of the c i t i z e n s by c r e a t i n g c o n d i t i o n s 
and o p p o r t i m i t i e s f o r the e x e r c i s e of t h e i r r i g h t s and the, f u l f i l m e n t of t h e i r 
o b l i g a t i o n s . 

(4) The propagation of hate or h u m i l i a t i o n of man because of race, n a t i o n a l 
or r e l i g i o u s a f f i l i a t i o n i s forbidden and s h a l l be punishable. 

B. Penal Code (1968, as amended i n 1973) s 

1. One whole s e c t i o n (Section I , Chapter I I I ) deals x\rith offences and 
crimes against n a t i o n a l and r a c i a l e q u a l i t y ; 

A r t i c l e 162 

(1) Any person who advocates or i n c i t e s r a c i a l or n a t i o n a l hatred or enmity 
or r a c i a l d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , s h a l l be punished by imprisonment f o r a p e r i o d not 
exceeding 3 years and by p u b l i c censure. 

(2) Any person who uses v i o l e n c e against another person c r i n f l i c t s damages 
on h i s property because of h i s n a t i o n a l i t y , race, r e l i g i o n or p o l i t i c a l opinions,, 
s h a l l be punished by imprisonment f o r a p e r i i d not exceeding 3 years and by p u b l i c 
censure. 

(3) Any person who forms or leads an o r g a n i z a t i o n or a group whose purpose i s 
to commit ac t s under the preceding paragraphs, s h a l l be punished by imprisonment f o r 
up to б years and by p u b l i c censure. 

(4) Any person who i s a member of such o r g a n i z a t i o n or group s h a l l be punished 
by imprisonment f o r a p e r i o d not exceeding 3 yea.rs and by p u b l i c censure. 

A r t i c l e 163 

(1) Persons who p a r t i c i p a t e i n a mob whose purpose i s to att a c k groups of the 
pop u l a t i o n , i n d i v i d u a l c i t i z e n s or t h e i r property because of t h e i r n a t i o n a l i t y or 
race, s h a l l be punished as f o l l o w s ; 

i . The i n s t i g a t o r s and leaders - by imprisonment f o r a pe r i o d not exceeding 
5 years. 

i i . A l l others - by imprisonment f o r a p e r i o d not exceeding 1 year 
c o r r e c t i v e l abour. 
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(2) I f the mob or any of the p a r t i c i p a n t s are armed, the punishment s h a l l be: 

1. f o r i n s t i g a t o r s and leaders - imprisonment f o r a p e r i o d of 1 to 6' years, 

i i . f o r a l l others - imprisonment f o r a p e r i o d not exceeding 3 years, 

(3) I f an a t t a c k has been c a r r i e d out, causing s e r i o u s • b o d i l y harm or death, 
t h e , i n s t i g a t o r s and the leaders s h a l l - be punished by imprisonment f o r a p e r i o d of -, 
3 to 15 years, and a l l others by imprisonment f o r a p e r i o d not exceeding 5 years, 
i f not l i a b l e f o r an offence p r o v i d i n g a heaviei- punishment. 

2. Under the l a t e s t amendment to the Cr i m i n a l Code dated December 1975? 
s p e c i a l p r o v i s i o n s were i n c l u d e d i n s p e c i a l Section I I I , Chapter-XIV, r e l a t i n g to 
the punishment of the crime of apartheid, which are i n conformity with, the t e x t of,,, • 
the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Convention. Fo l l o w i n g i s the new wording of Section I I I ; 
D e s t r u c t i o n of popu l a t i o n groups (genocide, a p a r t h e i d ) . 

A r t i c l e 416 

(1) Any person who, f o r the purpose of d e s t r o y i n g , i n vfhole or i n p a r t , a 
n a t i o n a l , e t h n i c a l , r a c i a l or r e l i g i o u s group: 

i. causes death, s e r i o u s b o d i l y harm, or permanent mental derangement of a 
person belonging to such a group; 

i i . places the group i n such co n d i t i o n s of l i f e c a l c u l a t e d to b r i n g about i t s 
p h y s i c a l d e s t r u c t i o n i n whole or .in p a r t ; 

i i i . : , : imposes measures intended to prevent b i r t h w i t h i n such a group; 

i v . f o r c i b l y t r a n s f e r s Ghild.ren from one group to another, s h a l l be punished 
f o r genocide by imprisonment f o r a p e r i o d of 10 to 20 years or by death. 

(2) Any person who c a r r i e s out preparations f o r genocide, s h a l l be punished 
by imprisonment f o r a p e r i o d of 2 to 8 years. 

(3) Any person vho openly c r d i r e c t l y i n c i t e s to genocide, s h a l l be punished 
by imprisonment: f o r a p e r i o d -of 1 to 8 years. 

A r t i c l e s 417 and 4I8, as amended (December, 1975) 

A r t i c l e 417 

Any person who, f o r the purpose of e s t a b l i s h i n g and maintaining domination of 
one r a c i a l group of persons over any other r a c i a l group of persons and s y s t e m a t i c a l l y 
oppressing them 

i. causes death or ser i o u s b o d i l y harm, to one or more persons of t h i s group, 
or 

i i . imposes on a r a c i a l group l i v i n g c o n d i t i o n s c a l c u l a t e d to cause i t s 
p h y s i c a l d e s t r u c t i o n i n whole or i n p a r t , s h a l l be punished by imprisonment f o r a 
pe r i o d of 10 to 20 years or by death. 
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A r t i c l e 418 

Any person who, f o r the purposes enumerated i n A r t i c l e 417? 

i,' i m l a w f u l l y deprives of freedom a- r a c i a l group of persons or members of 
i t , or submits them to f o r c e d labour; 

i i . brings i n t o e f f e c t measures to prevent a r a c i a l group of people from 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the p o l i t i c a l , s o c i a l , economic and c u l t u r a l l i f e of the country, 
and to d e l i b e r a t e l y create c o n d i t i o n s preventing the f u l l development of such a 
group of persons, i n p a r t i c u l a ^ r by denying i t s members the bas i c r i g h t s and freedoms 
of c i t i z e n s ; 

i i i . . brings i n t o e f f e c t measures designed to d i v i d e the population along r a c i a l 
l i n e s by the c r e a t i o n of reserves and ghettoes, p r o h i b i t i o n of mixed marriages among 
members of various r a c i a l groups, and e x p r o p r i a t i o n of landed property belonging to 
them; 

i v . deprives o r g a n i z a t i o n s and persons of fundamental r i g h t s and freedoms, 
because they oppose a p a r t h e i d , s h a l l be punished by imprisonment f o r a p e r i o d of 
5 to 15 years. 

I I . A d m i n i s t r a t i v e measures 

The acts and p r o v i s i o n s l a i d down above, have not so f a r been v i o l a t e d , and the 
courts have not d e a l t w i t h such cases. There has been no n e c e s s i t y f o r adopting 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e measures. 

The People's Republic of Bulg«,ria f u l f i l s i t s o b l i g a t i o n s under the Convention 
not only by embodying r e s p e c t i v e p r o v i s i o n s i n i t s domestic l e g i s l a t i o n but a l s o by 
t h e i r p r a c t i c a l , implementation. Such f a c t s as the number of mixed marriages between 
B u l g a r i a n c i t i z e n s and persons of other races from A s i a n , A f r i c a n and L a t i n American 
co u n t r i e s ( f o r the p e r i o d 1972/19759 a t o t a l of 257 mixed marriages, among which 
w i t h c i t i z e n s of Kenya, K i g e r i a , Sudan, Japan, Indonesia, Mexico, Peru, S r i Lanka 
etc . ) may serve as a proof of the above-said. 

The People's Republic of B u l g a r i a a p p l i e s the United Mations d e c i s i o n s and 
recommendations f o r the i m p o s i t i o n of economic, d i p l o m a t i c and other measures ' -
against the r a c i s t regimes i n Southern A f r i c a , w i t h which B u l g a r i a maintains no 
r e l a t i o n s . The B u l g a r i a n a u t h o r i t i e s refused the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of r a c i a l l y 
segregated sports o r g a n i z a t i o n s of South A f r i c a p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the world 
gymnastics championship h e l d i n Varna i n 1974. 




