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In reply to the Secretary-General's note of 15 October 1977j "the Government of 
the United, Kingdom of Great B r i t a i n and Northern Ireland has the follov/ing comments 
on the coexistence i n the Commission on Human Eights of public and confidential 
procedures f o r examining allegations of violations of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms, with a view to determining how the proced.ural d i f f i c u l t i e s that might 
arise i n the simultaneous application of both procedures could be avoided. 

The United Kingdom Government has welcomed the growth of international interest 
and a c t i v i t y i n the promotion and protection of human ri g h t s . This evolution i s 

^ ^ f l e c t e d i n the texts of Economic and Social Council resolutions 728 F (XXVIIl), 
~ 2 3 5 (XLII) and 1503 (XLVIIl): The United Kingdom Government greatly values' the 
procedure authorized by resolution I 5 0 3 (XLVIIl) whereby the Commission i s en t i t l e d 
^To examine on a confidential basis communications from individuals, groups or 
non-governmental organizations which appear to reveal a consistent pattern of gross 
and r e l i a b l y attested v i o l a t i o n s of human righ t s and fundamental freedoms and,, i f 
i t finds i t necessary, to instigate an investigation into these abuses. This i n no 
v;ay infringes the rights of sovereign States, but demonstrates proper international 
concern about conditions i n certain countries which do not meet the standards set 
out i n the United Nations Charter, the universal Declaration on Human Rights, and 
the International Covenants on C i v i l , P o l i t i c a l , Economic, Cultural and Social Rights 
The United Kingdom Government would, lilce to see the I 5 0 3 procedirre grow i n 
effectiveness. 

The United liingd.om Government considers that the element of c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y i n 
the 1503 proced.ure i s important. I t makes possible a thorough investigation of 
communications, whilst protecting the i d e n t i t y of those who have sent them and the 
reputation of governments from ill-founded attack. This encourages governments who 

Di s t r . 
GENEilAL 

••^i/CNUA273Aâd.5 
25- ïfey 1978 

Originals ENGLISH 

GE.73-5512 



E/Cïï.4/1273/Add.5 
page 2 

are sceptical of the procedure's usefulïiess, or-who frankly oppose i t , to accept 
or co-operate with the Commission. Offending -States are more l i l c e l y to heed 
measured c r i t i c i s m from the Commission i f i t i s made priva t e l y than i f i t takes 
the form of polemical exchanges i n open session. The stigma (which may eventually 
bring about change) remains, but i s not broadcast to the viorld. G?here i s less 
need for defensive intransigence which could lead to harsher repression. 

But the confidential procedure should, not impede the protection .and. 
promotion of h-uman rights within the Commissions the intention Ч)аs that i t 
should expand rather than r p s t r i c t this work. Confidential measures should be 
complementary to public môtbods. The United Kingdom Government suggests that 
the Chairman's statement at the end of the confidential session should be 
s l i g h t l y more detailed than hitherto, and that consideration of communications 
should be speeded up; but i t recognizes that, these improvements alone wo-uld 
not meet the expectations" of parliaments' and;-of the interested public. 

The general climate of public opinion i s an important weapon i n the struggle 
to-aee-aoo-eptable stand:ard;S-apply throughout- tiie world.-. -If-, in-vi-ew-of-a-m^aber-
of the Commission, the confid.ential procedure f a i l s to deal e f f e c t i v e l y with an 
offending country, then that member State i s entitled to propose to i t s colleagues 
on the Commission that the country be discussed, i n public session. I f cond.itions 
i n a country being considered under the 1 5 0 3 proced.ure deteriorate s i g n i f i c a n t l y , 
a new sit u a t i o n arises and there i s then no reason (neither i n paragraph 5 nor 
i n б (b) of resolution I 5 0 3 ) why t h i s should not be subject to public debate. 
I f importa.nt new evidence comes to l i g h t about cond.itions which are alread,y 
being scrutinized, conf id..entially, then members of the Commission should consid.er 
formally in. closed, session, whether t h i s same, si t u a t i o n should, be raised, p u b l i c l y . 
I f a government f a i l s to co-operate by not ansxjering a communication ad.d,ressed. 
to i t , or by. failing,.to f a c i l i t a t e an investigation recommend.ed. after confidential 
consid.eration of i t s " r e c o r d , then i t would, seem permissible to d.eal with the 
matter i n public. Non-collaboration by a coimtry should not be alloxied to make 
the 1 5 0 3 proced.-ui-a. i n e f f e c t i v e . F i n a l l y , i t should always be possible,, when the 
situation i n a ;part.içular counïry i s serious enough to demand urgent 
consid.eration, ' as the use'of the conf id,ential proced.ure i s l i k e l y to be 
protracted, to c a l l f o r open discussion i n the Commission, even i f the 1 5 0 3 
proced.ure has not been previously used, i n that case. ' 

The United. Kingdom Government i s conscious that the propei"'observance of 
proced.iires i s necessary f o r the smooth operation of the Commission. ' But the 
aim of both public and confidential procedures f o r the a i r i n g of human ri g h t s 
violations i s to try to eliminate these v i o l a t i o n s . The United, Kingd.om 
Government i s sure that both proced,ures can be used more f l e x i b l y at the 
united. Nations Commission on H-uman Rights, 




