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The meeting was galled to order at 3.35 p.m.

DRAFT BIENNIAL PROGRAMME OF WORK FOR THE SECOND COMMITTEE FOR 1989-1990 (continued)
(A/C.2/43/L.71)

1, Mg, VIK (Norway) said that he had not intended to make a new proposal at the
previous meeting, but merely to urge that the question of sustainable and
environmentally sound development should be dealt with as proposed by the
Secretariat in document A/C.2/43/L.71. The concerns reflected in that sub-item had
been the focus of much debate in the Committee, and his delegation felt that it
merited separate treatment.

2. Mc, FARRUGIA (Malta) said it had been agreed in informal consultations and
elsewhere that the guestion of the protection of global clinate would be a separate
sub-item. He tliercfore hoped that there would be no changes in that respect.

3. Mr., ELGHOUAYEL (Tunisia), speaking on behalf of the Group of 77, drew
attention to document A/C.2/42/L.85/Rev.1, containing the draft biennial programme
of work for the Second Committee for 1988-1989. The documentation for 1989 under
item 2 (g), entitled "Environment", included two reports of *he SBecretary-General,
one on the implementation of the resolution on the report of the World Commission
on Environment and Development, and one on effcrts to pursue sustainable and
enviruonmentally sound development. Therefore, the agreement had been to treat the
item on sustainable and environmentally sound development under "Environment', not
as a separate sub-item.

4. ‘fhe CHAIRMAN sald that if he heard no objection, he yrould take it that the
Comrittee wished to adopt the draft biennial programme of work for 1989-1990
(A/7C.2/43/L.71), as orally amended, subject to any subsequent Jecisions taken by
the Committee at the resumption of the session in 1989,

5. Mr. LICHTINGER (Mexico) said that he would appreciate clarification as to what
precisely the Committee was being asked to adopt under item 2.

6. M, STOBY (Secretary of the Comnittee) said that a numier of suggestions had
been made by him relating to the removal of brackets, and b ' members of the
CommitiLee relating to changes in titles, which he believed we.e acceptable to the
Committee. In addition, the Committee had agreed to delete item 1 (n) and the
reference to the repo.t of the Sacretary-General on guidelines for international
decades and to the accession by the United Nations to the Convention on Early
Notification of a Nuclear Accident, and to rrfer the sub-item and the report to the
plenary Assembly. The Committee had still not clarified its position in relation
to item 2 (g). It was his understanding that, pursuant to the Chairman's proposal,
that item would be retained unless a specific propcsal was made to delute it.
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7. Mr, ELGHOUAYEL (Tunisia) said that the Group of 77 had no specific proposal to
make in relation to item 2 (g)s it merely wished to kaow if the agreement reached
during the adoption of the draft biennial programme of work for 1988-1989 was still
valid. If not, there should be a proposal to change it. The Sacretariat would do
well to clarify its position in relation to the matter. The agreement reached in
1987 constituted the legal basis for preparing the draft biennial programme of work
for 1989-1990.

8. Mr, STOPY (Secretary of the Committee) reminded the Committee that there had
also been an agreement to add a new item on external debt. With regard to

item 2 (g), the representative of Tunisia was technically correct. There had been
an understanding in the Committee that in one year the biennial programme of work
would list a number of entries under "Environment", waile in other years, when
thcre was no environmental focus, the gquestion of sustainable and environmeatally
sound development would be a separate sub-item.

9. Mr, VIK (Norway) said that in view of the significance of the issue of
sustainable and environmentally sound development, and in view of the important
documentation to be submitted, his delegation felt strongly that it should be a

¢t -arate sub-item, as should such related matters as the protection of global
climate, and desertification and drought. He found it difficult to understand the
objections to retaining that important issue as a separate sub-item with a specific
title and with specific reports to be submitted under it. If such a procedure was
really contested, then the draft should be closely examined in order to see what
specific legal baais existed for treating cther topics as separate sub-items.

10. Mr, BEN MOUSSA (Morocco) said that the Committee's time was being wasted on
the current discussion. If the documents on sustainable and environmentally sound
development were included in the documentation under item 2 (f), the problem would
be resolved. If that was not the general understanding of the Commif.tee, he would
make a formal proposal to that effect.

11. Mr, OULD EL GHAOUTH (Mauritania) said he believed that the curreat discussion
was the result of a misunderstanding. He reminded the representative of Norway
that a resolution had been introduced some years previously by Demmark on behalf of
the Nordic countries to make desertification and drought a separate suv-item under
"Development #.ud international economic co-operation", thus giving it a legal
basis. However, his delegation did not think that a legal basis existed in
velation to item 2 (g’'. If Norway wanted the subject-matter of the *.. documents
referred to under item 2 (g) to constitute a distinct sub-item, it could make a
proposal to that effect in 1089. Resolutions 42/186 and 42/187 31id not mandate
such a procedure. He did not understand what point the repruseantative of Norway
wished to make by referring to agenda item 148, relating to conservation of
climate., That was a distinct and independent topic, as was desertification and
drought.
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12, Mr. VIK (Norway) said that he had made no proposal to change the status of the
topic of desertification and Arought; he had simply mentioned it in making the
argument that there should similarly be a separate sub-item for sustainable and
environmentally sound development. It was not fair to argue that a separate
sub-item could exist only in cases where there had been an explicit decision to
that effect, as that had not happened in relation to item 2 (1) concerning the
eradication of poverty in developing countries. The agenda should reflect the
focus of attention of the Member States; the discussion at the current session
showed the treatment he recommended to be amply justified.

13. Mr., LABERGE (Canada) said that he was struck by the possible variants in the
legal basis for the appearance of the various sub-items in the draft programme of
work. In approaching the issue item by item, the Committee ran the risk of a long
and unproductive debate. The problem of a legal baais would be resolved if the
Committee agreed to adopt the draft,

14, Mr. JONCK (Denmark) said that while it was not his intention to correct the
representative of Mauritania, he was compelled to take issue with him on one
poinct the question of a mandate for the reports listed under item 2 (g). There
wes indeed a clear mandate for the submission of those reports; the problem
appeared to centre on whether they should be listod under a separate heading. 1If
the Committee became involved in such a discussion, it would be interminable.
There was no mandate requiring a separate sub-item on external debt, but tla
Committee¢ had established the practice of having one. It was necessary to be
consistent iu the type of arguments which were employed. He urged the members of
the Committee to endorss the Secretariat's proposals contained in document
A/C.2/43/L.71., The proposal made by the representative of Morocco could also be
useful.

15. Mr. LICHTINGER (Mexico) said that the question of a sub-item on
environmentally sound development had been the subject of a gentleman's agreement
reached during the negotiations on General Assembly resolution 42/187 and expressed
in the adoption of the biennial programme of work for the Second Committee for
1988-1989, as the representative of Tunisia had recalled. If item 2 (g) was
accepted, that agreement would be violated. The question which had taken up most
of the discussion at the current session had not been sustainable and
environmentally sound development, but rather the convening of a United Nations
conference on environment and development. Such a conference was now referred to
under the sub-item on the environment; but a matter which had never been clearly
discussed was also included as a separate sub-item. For the purpose of
consistency, the proposal made by the Group of 77 and others should be adopted:
item 2 (g) should be deleted and the two documents should be listed under

item 2 (£). Where agreement existed on a proposal in the draft programme of work,
it should be accepted; otherwise, brackets should be placed around the proposal in
dispute, which should be referred to the planary Assembly for a decision.

/oo




A/C,2/43/8R.50
English
Page 5

16. Mr. QULD EL GHAQUTH (Mauritania) endorsod the suggestion by the representative
of Mexico. In oxder for an item to bo included in the agenda of the General
Assombly, the Assembly must adopt a resolution to that effect. It had not been
requested to include in its agenda the matters covered in resolutions 42/186 and
42/187.

17. Mr. SHAABAN (Egypt) stressed the importance of following the rules with
respect to the inclusion of agenda items. He recalled that the developed countries
had been urging delegations to group items together, in the interest of
rationaiization., In 1985 the General Committee had ducided to include the topic of
the externcl indebtedness of the developing countries as a separate item, without
calling for its consideration du:ing a particular year.

18. Given the controversy concc.uing documenct A/C.2/43/L.71, the Committee should
defer the adoption of the Araft programme of work until the resumpticn of the
session.

19, Mr., ‘IE (Norway) said that his delegation was not asking for special treatment
of item 2 (g’. However, if it was decided to place square brackets around

sub-item (g), then, it was only appropriate to do the same with other questions
when no specific legislative mandate requested their consideration as separate
topics.

20. The CHAIRMAN said that if he heard no objection, he would take it that the
Committes wished to defer a decision on its draft biennial programme of work for
1989-1990 until the resumption of thLe session.

21. It was so decided.

22. After an exchange of courtesies, tha CHAIRMAN said that the Committee had
completed its work until the resumpticn of the session.

Ihe meeting xose at § p.m.




