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The meeting was called to order at 3.50 p.m.

%GninggU

Dt . Pt
’-‘:3: 't} viy

EXPRESSION OF CONDOLENCES

The PRESIDENT: 1 shaifl B9 /A€ I butset of the meeting to express

condolences in connection with the untimely passing of Mr. Bernt Carlssonf the
Unitea Nations-Commiésianer for Namibia,»whﬁ, while returning to New York to ‘attend
the historicwiigningrof the agreements aimed ;t bminging about the'independencejof~
Nam1b1a, lost his life last month in the tragic destruct1on of Pan Amer ican |

fllght 103, which resul ted 1n the loss of hundreds of innocent lives, an act which

was strongly condemned by the members of the Security Council in the statement by
the President on 30 December 1988. I am sure I speak for all the members of the
Council in expressing our deepest sympathy over this great loss.

OPENING STATEMENT BY THE PRES IDENT

The PRESIDENT: Malaysia began its term of office on the Secttity Council .
on 1 January 1589. At the same time it assumed the presidency of thié important |
orgén of the/UnitEGVNations. Thus both An honour and é responsibility»hate‘beénb
plécéd qn our shoulaers, a reSponsibility whith we accept withvthe bromiée to carry

it out with dedication to the ideals of the éhartez.

EXPRESSION OF WELCOME TO THE NEN MEMBERS OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL AND OF THANKS - TO
THE OUTQ@ ING MEMBERS OF THE SECURITY CQOUNCIL

The PRESIDENT: 1In presiding over this first meeting of the Council in

.1989, I am happy to wélcome the other new members of the Codncil‘— Canada,
Colombia, Ethnopla and F1n1and |

I am sure that I express the feelings of all members when I pay trlbute to the
:eptesentatives of the fiveyoutgoing members of the Cpuncil - Argentina, the
Federal Republic of Germany, Italy, Jépan and Zambia‘; for the valuéblev‘

~contributions they made to the work of the Council during their “term of member ship.
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EXPRESSION OF THANKS TO THE RETIRING PRESIDENT

The PRESIDENT: On behalf of the members of the Council, I should like to
express the Council's deep appreciation to'my predecéssor-ih the office of
President, Mr. Hideo Kagami, Permanent Represenxativé of Japan to the United

Nations,; for having so admirably guided the work of the Council during the month of

December 1988.
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

The agenda was adopted,

LETTER DATED 4 JANUARY 1989 FROM THE CHARGE D'AFFAIRES A,I. OF THE PERMANENT
MISSION OF THE LIBYAN ARAB JAMAHIRIYA TO THE UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED TO THE
PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY QOUNCIL (S/20364)

LETTER DATED 4 JANUARY 1989 FROM THE CHARGE D'AFFAIRES A.I. OF THE PERMANENT

MISSION OF BAHRAIN TO THE UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY
COUNCIL (S/20367)

The PRESIDENT: I should like to inform the Council that I have received

letters from the reptesenfatives of'Bahrain, Burkina Faso, the Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya,'the Syr ian Arab Repub1ic and Tunisia in which they request to be
invited to éarticipate in the discussion of the item on the Council's agenda._ In
accordance with the usual practice, I propose, with the consent of thé Council, to
;invite‘those tepresentatives to participate in the discdséion. without the right to
vote, in conformity with the relevant pro&isions of the Charter and rule 37 of the.
'Council's proyisional rules of'p;ocedure.
There being no objection, it is so decided.

At the invitation of the President, Mr. Al-Shaker {(Bahrain) and Mr. Muntasser

v(Libyan'Arab'Jamahiriya)'took’placeS'at'the‘Council'table;’Mr;'Dah'(Burkina‘Faso),

Mr. Al-Masri (Syrian Arab Republic) and Mr: Karoui (Tunisia) took the places

‘reserved fo; them at the side of the Council Chamber.
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Tne‘PRESIDENTz I,should likeeuO‘inforn the Council that I have receivedt‘
‘a letter dated 5 January 1989 from the Permanent Representative of Alger ia to the
United Nations, which reads as follows: |
"I have the honour to request that the Secur ity Council- extend an
'invitation under rule 39 of its provisional rules of procedure to
Mr. Samir Mansouri,,Actino Permanent Observer of the Ieague of Arab Statesito 2
the United Nations, during the Council's discussion of thefiten presently on
its agenda.” |
That letter will be circulated as a document of the Secur1ty Counc11 under the
symbol s/zo371. | |
If I hear no objection, I shall take'it that the.Council agreee to‘extend an
invitation to Mr. Mansouri underorule 39 of its‘provisional ruies of’proCeduref: |
There being no objection, it is so decided.
The ‘YSecurity Council ‘will now begin its consideration of the item on the
- agenda. | | |
The Security 00unc11 is neetlng today in response to the requests contained in‘
two letters dated 4 January 1989 from the Charge dlaffaires ad interim of the
Permanent Mission of the Libyan Arab'Jamahiriya to the United Nations addressed to
the President of the Security Council‘(é/20364) and from the Chargé d'affaires
ad interim of the Permanent Mission of.-Bahrai.n to the United Nations addreseed to -
. the President of the Security Council (S/20367).
I ehouid‘also like to draw the attention of members of the Councildto the
following other documents4 S/20366 letter dated ¢ January 1989 from the Actlng
Permanent Representat1ve of the United States of America to the United Nations

addressed to the President of.the.Secur1ty COUnc1l; and S/20368, letter dated
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(The President)

4 January 1989 from the Chargé d'affaires ad interim of the Pér'manent Mission of
Ghana to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-Genei:al.
The first speaker is the representative of the Libyéh Arab Jaméhiriya, whom I

~invite to make his statement.
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‘ Mr. MUNTASSER (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) (interpretation from Arabic)-

Allow me at the outset to express to you; Sir, our congratulations upon your
assumption of the pres1dency of the CounC1l for this nbnth, representing as you do
a friendly country with which my country has close and fraternal ties. I am
confident that, thanks to your capabilities, skills\and statesmanship, the-workAofd
the Council will be crowned w1th the desired success. I. should also like to thank
your predecessor, the Permanent Representative of Japan, for the constructive
manner in which he conducted the Council's work last month.

On behalf of my delegation I should also like to oongratulate the States that
became members of the Security Council at the beginning of this year. I an |
confident that their presence on the Council will contribute to the success of its .
deliberations on the questions betore it at this'critical junctnre. My delegation
would also like to expr ess its‘thanks and appreciation to the States whose terms of
membership have just ended. -

The United States of America has pursuedAa policy of blatant aggressﬁon~
against the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya ever since its~1969 revolution. At that time
the Jamahiriya began to pursue an independent policy based upon its‘own free will
with'regard to international;‘regional and national issuesi It liquidated the
Amer ican miiitary‘bases on its soil andgbegan to exerciserits full sovereign rights‘
over its own natural‘resources, supporting'the‘canses of liberty,rjustice,'the |
right of peoples to'self-determination and nationai liberation movements and
calling for decolonization. That course aroused the wrath of the United States of
America. which Wanted.the Jamahiriya to oontinne torbe one of its pnppets and an
instrument of its hegemony and control.

The policy of aggression practised by the United States of Amer ica against therr
people of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya has reached a peak under the present

Administration of that country, thereby making the Jamahiriya the object of



RM/4 . s/PV.2835

(Mr . Muntasser, Libyan
_ Arab Jamahiriya)

disinformation campaigns and a long‘ser‘ies of threats, ptovocations ‘an.‘d'acts of
direct and indirect aggression. Sucn acts have taken the fo"rm of overt actions in
the information, cultural, economic and political fields. 1In the ‘political field
‘ , we'recall the statement made ‘on 7 January 1986 by the head of the Administration
himSelf when he said that he "would make leya a totally 1solated country®™. I
leave it to the members of the Counc11 to appreciate the oconnotations of that
‘ statement.
‘ :AS for the eco,n,omic field, tho,seiactions took the form of such coercive
 measures as an econ‘omic ‘blockade, the freezing of funds and assets, the withholding
‘of spare pasts and the transfer 'of_ technology in order .toli‘mpede tne development
iprocrammes of the Libyan people. In the cultux:al field, racistrand di‘scriminatory
actionswere taken against Libyan stadents who bwete pursaing their studies in the
Uni ted States. Coercive »ineasu;es were taken to prevent them from s‘tudyir_lg certain
- ‘dlsc1plines, although every code and law stlpulates that access to knowledge is the
| inherent right of every human being. All of those steps are aimed at isolating and
‘destabilizing the Jamahir iya by cteating ,an atmosphere of confusion and suspicion
around it. |
| When the American Administration _fai'led to ‘realize‘ its aggressivefobjectiv‘es ‘
through political pi'essure, the media and evducavtional and economic warfare, it then
-turned to the military option, paving the way with a series of violations of Libyan
airspace and territor ial waters. It systethatica_lly conducted provocative naval and
air manoeuvres in ‘Libyan territorial waters off the Libyan coast and in its
airspace in an attempt to draw the Jamahiriya into' a rrdirect military confrontation.
"By way of example, I would cite merely the following incidents: On
19 August 1981, United States mihtary a1rcraft intercepted a number of -Libyan

‘military aircraft in Libyan airspace, fired missiles at them and downed two of them
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in Libyan territorial waters. On 13 danuary‘1§83 American military fighter planes
1ntercepted an airliner operated by the Libyan airlines during a scheduled flight
from Benghazi to Athens. On 24 March 1986 American aircraft bombed a number of
targets in the city of Sirte, while at the same time vessels of the United- States
Sixth Fleet fired missiles at'Libyan boats on routine patrols in Libyan territorial
waters, actions which led‘to severe iosses of life and property. On the same day,
American aircraft-bombed the same civilian targets that had been hit earller, while
the debris was stiil being cieared and the bodies of innocent civ111an victims
removed from the ruins,.doubling'the‘losses. On 15 April 1986 the United States of
America 1aunched brutal and barbaric raids against residential areas and civiiian
airports in the cities of Tripoli and Benghazi. A number of strategic F-lii
| bombers, takine off from bases in Britain, along with L-6 and L-7 bombers from
three aircraft carriers deployed off the Libyan coast, engaged in a JOint air raid,
dropping tons of bombs on res1dential areas and on rehabilitation centres and
dormltorles for the handicapped, claiming the lives of large numbers of elderly
handicapped persons as mey slept. Even foreign embassms were not: spared the
terrorism and brutality of the American bombing - the embassies of France and
Switzer land prov1ded perhaps the best eVidence. | |

The international community condemned those actsiof aggression at the Harare
Summit of Heads of State'or‘Government of the Movement of'Non-Aligned Countries in
September 1986, They were also condemned at the Summit conferences of Heads of
~ . State or Government of the Organization of African Unity (OAU) ‘and the Organization
of the Islamic Conference (OIC) at Kuwait, as well as by the 1nternationa1

T

community as a whole .in General Assembiy resolution 41/38; |
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The United States Administration confronted this international'unanimity in

condemning its,unwarranted aggression by opting to continue its folly and
arrogance,‘riding roughshod over all international instruments, rulesa laws and
regulations. Thus, it launched a new disinformation campaign,.reoalling the
,5>ourrent campaion oeing'waged against the Janahiriya to destabilize it, undermine
‘its secnrity and violate‘its territorial integrity.' As the whole world knows,ithis
campaign was exposed., 1In this regard,'only by way‘of.examole, I cite the |
Avtesignationrof the otficial spokesman for the State Depar tment, Mr. Bernard Kalb,
ﬁho, the moment his conscience awakened, protested before all the international
mass media, stating that he conld not remain in his position and imolement a sham»
rnedia campaign. | | 4

The United States Administration still persists in its folly and in its
‘ disinformation campaigns to discredit the people of the Jamahiriya. We see that
‘this Administration is once more resorting to threats, terrorism and brutal
military force to create flimsy pretexts and baseless allegations that the Libyan
pharmaceutical plant is capable of produCing chemical weapons.‘ The Jamahiriya has
‘categorically denied those allegatlons and reaffirned that 1t has no 1ntention
whatsoever to produce any kind of chemical weapons and that it is a party to the
Geneva Protocol of 1925 ‘and the Convention on the Prohibition of the Development,r
‘Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxic Weapons and on
Their Destruction. It teaffirms also its commitnent to all international
‘instruments, decisions and relevant conventions and gives its full, unoonditional
support to»all General Assembly resolutions regarding chemical»weapons.

Our expectations were.realized‘whenfthe American,Administration commi tted an

-act of aggression against the Jamahiriya - for which it paved the way with its
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continuing disinformation campaign and'by precipitating events. Last Friday it
dispatched a 13-vessel task force from Norfolk, Virginia, led by the aircraft_

carrier Theodore Roosevelt, to support the Sixth Fleet, which was deploYed off the

Libya!n oast. Having announded -those provocati\}e manoeuvres off the Libyan cooast,
the United Stat;es‘committed an adt of premeditated, deliberate aggression as a |
Prelude to large~-scale aggression, by‘shooting down two unarmed Libyan
reconnaissance ai?craft on r'outvinve. patrol near the Libyan coast. They were
'inte>rcepted,by' Amer ican milriﬁary airc{raft’ which shot them down withoﬁi: any
justificaf:ion. As I say, yesterday's premeditated, deliberate act qf aggress ion
was a. prelude to’a large-scalé attack upon the economic and miiitary installations
in my country.

The Council is called upon to oondemn this Ame_rican military aggression
against the Jamahiriya in the most forceful t'erms.r The Council sﬁould aséume its
responsibilities under the special péwers invested in it by the Charter of this
Organiza‘tion as thek international body entrusted with the maintenance of |
~international peace and security. It. is also incumbent upon‘ the Council ‘to take
all measﬁres to put an end to the‘aggkress ion Aand to use whatever means are
necéssary,to prevent its repetition. Nbredver, the Council should call upofx the
United States, the Aggressor State, and a ’perrmanent member of the Council bearing
special respons.ibiiities for internatiohal peace and sécur ity under the powef:s |
invested in it by the'Charter:, to withdraw its naval fleets ahd put aﬁ énd to its
provocative manoeuvr‘esr directed 'égainst the Libyan people, a small r;eace-,-loving
people; on its national soil.

If'vthé Council fails to shohider its responsibilities, who can .‘predicy:t .how far B

this Administration will go in its arrogance, high-handedness and treachery
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suppor ted by the foily of brute force? It may‘even go as far as’laun;hing a
large-scale attack upon all military facilities of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya)
including the economic infrastructure, in an irrational attempt to subjugate the

Jamahiriya to full Americah control.

The'PRESIDENTa I thank the representative of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya ]
for his kind words addressed to me.

Mr. OKUN (United States of America): Mr. President, allow me at the
outset to express to you the satisfactioh and conératulations of the United States
delegation on Qour assumption of the presidency of the Security Council. I wish tb '
assure you of my delegatioﬁ's full co-operation in the important tasks before the
Council’dﬁring this ﬁonth. ’I am confident thatkyour diélomatic.skills'and
1éadership qualities will assure the success of our common endeavours. I should
also like to express myrdelegation's warm appreciation'fof the outstanding manner
" in wﬁiéh your predecessor, Ambassador'Kagami, per formed his challenging duties last
moﬁth. We are all in his debt.

| My delegation also warmly welcomes the delegations fromVCanada, Colombia,
Ethiopia, Finland and Malaysia, which’have just joiried the Security Council. We
express our thanks t§ those delegations which have left the Security Council and
which contributed so much to the successes of the Counéil dur ing the past two years;'

It is not Libya that is the aggrieved party in this Chambei, bﬁt rather the

Uni ted :States, whose’routine operations over international waters, well beyond the
12-mile limit of the territorial seas élaimed_by the Government of Libya, were
aggressively and hostilely challenged by the Libyan Air Force. The United Stﬁtes
Navy aircraft were involved in normal training operations. I wish to state here-

dnequivocally that their activities had no other purpose.
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The act1on by the Uhlted States Navy F-i4 a1rcraft, in response to prowocation‘
and threat by two armed L1byan MiG-23 a1rcraft, was fully cons1stent with ’
1nternat10na11y accepted pr1nc1ples of self-defence. The Uh1ted States has 'S0

-informed the Unlted Nations Secretary-General and the President of the Security
Council under Article 51 of the Charter. Our’letter_has beenvmade a formal part of
these’prcCeedings. | |

The facts in‘the case are cClear. The incident took placeion‘4 January. The -
a1rcraft carr1er Kennedx was on an easterly transxt through the Medxterranean Sea

,170 miles north‘of.the border between Libya and Egypt. The Un1ted States Navy

a1rcraft vwere operatrng on ‘a trainlng mission in 1nternat10nal airspace over

internatronal waters, some 70 miles off the coast cf Libya, north of~1bbruk.
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' Operations of this natpre have been conductéd in the same ‘area many times in
the past - in fact, 12' times over the past year. » These operations past and present
pose no thteai: £ Libi/a or other countries.

Dur ing these operations armed Liioyan fighter aircraft were detected by the
Uni iea States forces as the ‘Libyan aircraft left ‘their home base at the Al Bumbah
airfield in eastern Libya. The Libyan aircraft were tracked forr 10 minutes as they
-~ closed rapidly on the two American F-14 planes. ‘Our pilots’ did hotkreact
p.lf‘ecipitately‘-.‘ rather they exercised restraint under very tense ci-.r‘cumstanges.
They di’d not fire immediately. 'Instead they repeatedly attempted to avoid the
" Libyanv aircraft which'rwiere closing 6n them. | |

In order to determine the intent of the Libyan fighters and to demons tra te
lack of hosfile intent on their part, the United States pilots on fi\ie sepératé
.occasions altered their direction. They also changed their speed ané their
altitude. Still the Libyan aircraft continued to close and to track our ‘aircraft
in_a hbsti’le manner markedly different _from previous sorties by ALibyan aircraft to
monitor our training operat;ions. | |

In the face of this repeated hosEile behaviour by the Libjan planes, the
United States section leader was faced wi‘th a growing and immin;ent threat of being
shot down by the interceptvin‘g Libyan aircraft. We have photographic evidence that
clearly shows the Libyan aircraft were carrying a‘it-to-air missiles.

At a distance of approximately 14 miles, or with only a few seconds to make -a
decision, as the Libyan planes closed aé a very high rate of speed, -the
United States section leader determine’d that his airc:aft‘were in jeqpatdy. The’
Uni ted S’tates‘aitcraft then fired on the Libyan planes, shooting down two Libyan
aircraft in a clear and unambiguous act of‘self-defenge.

My Government has ‘subsequently made clear in its publié statements that, as

far as the United States is concerned, this was a>dbistinct incident unrelated to
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other isSues.' It had nothmg whatever to do w:.th our concerns about Libya's
chemical-warfare plant, which in any case 11es 600 miles away from the location
where the shoot-down occurred ‘1t is also. erroneous. to associate thlS incident
with extraneous issues such as the routineirotation of the United States Sixth
Fleet into and out of the Mediterranean Sea. As United States
befense Secretar'y Carlucci noted in his 4 January briefin'g to the press, the
aircraft "carrier ‘on which the two United States F-14s were based has been in the
Mediterr_anean for approximately the lastuhalf year.

1In sum, it isvery clear from _the foregoing that our actions were rfully‘ 8
consistent with accepted norms of ;self-defence.' My Gver nment considers this

matter now closed.

‘The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of the United States ifor his
kind words addressed to me. '
iThe next speaker is the ~repreSentative ‘of Bahrain, who v)ishes to»m'ake ra
statement in his capacity as Cha1rman of the Group of Arab States for the month of

January. I call upon him.

Mr. AL-S HARER (Bahrain) (mterpretation from Arabic)._ It is a privilege N

to address the’ Security Council on behalf of the States members of the League of
Arab States, over which my- delegation has the honour of presidmg for this month.

‘On this occasion I should l1ke to congratulate you, Sir, on your assumption of
the presidency of the Security Council for this month. I wish you every success in
your endeavours.b We are fully confident that, thanks to your ability and skill,
you will conduct the business of thlS Council successfully.

I should 11ke also to congratulate‘your predecessor, the'P"ervmanent
Representative of Japan, on the etforts he made during his presidenrc‘y of ‘the

_ Council last month.
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I would also take this opportunity to ‘express my support for the new members |
of the Security Counc11 and to congratulate the outgomg menbers. |

‘The Security CounCil is meeting to consider the United States act of
aggression against the Libyan reoonnaisance planes over international waters on the
morning' of Wednesday,.4 January 1989.‘

On behalf ’ofr-‘thke Arab Group I would like to express indignation at that
unwart;_anted act of aggress ion, which will only lead to an escalation of tension in
“the region', thus threatening peace fan'd(security in the Meditarranean region and
indeed throughout the worlci. o |

It is a source of surprise and amazement that this act of aggression against
Libya should have been‘carried out by a major Power, a permanent member of the
o ,Secur—ity Counecil which thus bears special responsibility 'vunder the United. Nations»
Charter. | |

This act of aggression took place at a t1me when peace had started to prevail
in large parts of the world, at a time when - the hotbeds of tension and regional
oconflict had started to take the cour se of permanent peace ful solutions in
accordance with the purposes and principles of the.United Nations. »

- The world was stunned by the. use of force by the United States. The Arab
States believe such acts of aggression will continue unless deterrent measures are.
“taken to prevent th‘e repetition of military operations.of this kind. = The Arab |
States call for‘the ending of such operations.

Every day the United States publicly announces its plan to attack the
pharmaceutical plant in Libya, allegmg that it is a chemical-weapons plant despi te
the firm and repeated denials of such allegations by the sisterly. Libyan Arab
‘Jamaha‘riya and its declared readiness to place. its facilities under international

super vision and inspection.’
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‘The Council of Arab States, at its extraordinary session on 26 December 1988,
considered the threats -against the. pharmaceutlcal plant in Libya, and in the light
of that consideratmn it has dec1ded inter "alia strongly to condemn those threats
~and to reaffirm the complete solldarlty of the Arab States with the Libyan Arab
Jamahariya. It has warned against repetJ. tion of ‘military acts of aggression -
against it, and has also »called on the international community to shoulder its full
reséonslbility vis-a-vis such'}l threats on the basis of its commitment to
international oonven‘tions-.

Today my Government :issued the followmg ‘statement:

"'It is with great concern . that Bahrain has followed the incxdent of the
downing by United States forces of_ two Libyan jets over international waters
in the Mediterraneah. It believes that ‘that incident constitutes a grave
threat to peace and secu‘rity int.the region ae well as a setback to
internat‘ional efforts aimed at the peaceful settlem'ent»ofbdispjtes. The

fGovernment of Bahrain calls for the exercise of utmost restraint and

refrainment from the use or threat of force against the sisterly Libyan Arab

Jamahafiya. While expressmg its regret at the unwarranted act of aggression,

Bahrain reaffirms its solidarity with the brotherly Libyan Arab people in its

defence of its sovereignty by all legitimate means. It also calls upon the

-international .comml.inity to contain the situation and to prevent the

development or expansion of such incidents."
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'i‘hei‘\rrab States call on the 'SecurityACouncil ‘to adopt the appropriate measures“
,to-'prevent Aa'repeti.tion‘ ‘of acts of aggression against the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya.
We alsofhope that the'couﬁcil will condeﬁm such irresponsible acts of aggress'ionf
We are Vvoonfi'dent thaﬁ the Council will not fail to shoulder its responsibility
under‘thev Charter for the nlaiintenance of internatiohal peace and seeurity ‘in the

'Mediterranean region,

The PRESIDENT: I thank the r‘epresentative of BahraVinr for his kind words
addressed to me. | |

' The next speaker is the representative of Burkina Faso. I invite him to take
a place at the Couneil table and to make his statement.

B Mr ., DAH (Burkma Faso) (mtetpretatmn from French): Mr. President, the
delegation of Burkina Faso is deeply pleased to see your country not only occupymg'
a‘~seet on the Security Council but also serving as-President of the Council for the
month of January. I ‘should like to assure you that my delegation will e‘xt'end you
its\vfull suppet-t. Your ability rasr 'a‘ diplomat is a pledge of ‘the suceees of the
work of the Council. o |

My delegatlon would also 11ke to congratulate the representatxve of Japan for
h—is pefrformance'es President during last month. His coun try is one with which my
own country ehterta ins excellent relations.

R should like also to take ;his opportunity to extend to you, Mr. Presidenf,
and all the members of the Council, as well as to the,United Nations
Secrre,tary‘-Gener:al, my best,'kwyishes fo: a happy and successful new year.

This new year, which has jusi: beguﬁ, is, unfori:unately, in sad contrast with
the feelings of hope which characterized ihe eﬁd of 1988.‘ foday there is reason t:o
-fearr the worst, éiven the tensric{n which has arisen in the Mediterranean with the

build-up of the United States Sixth Fleet..

-
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The campaign ‘of the United States media aga1nst Libya, whzch 1s based on the
claim that L1bya has a chemical weapons fa_ctory, echoes the warli’ke bluster of
certain American politicians and makes it ap_pear» that; ‘the Libyan Arab Jamah iriya is
in serious danger of being attacked. The threats of armed United States aggression '
against a small country, -an active member of the Non-~-Aligned Movement, must be
taken seriously for reasons obvious to all of us, for we all still remember the act
of aggression carried out in April 1986 by the United iSt::u:es aéainst the cities of
Tripoli and Benghazi in Libya, causing loss of l'it'e.i Those innocent civilian
victims paid with their lives for the actions of the greatest nation in the world
that seeks to lecture others on morality. At the time, Burkina'Faso,like manir ‘
other countries, expressed its disap‘provalr of those events. The éurren't
escalat:1on, which is deliberately under taken by the United States Admm:.strat:.on,
whose fleet is carrying out manoceuvres in the Medlterranean, has led to the
destruction of two Libyan reconnaissance aircraft.

" The presence of the United States Sixth Fleet in waters so far removed"ftom
United States territory in itself involves some measure of provocation of the
coastal States. At 'anybtate, the grounds put forward for the United States
prqvocation collapsed when the Libyan Government showed its good f_aith by calling
for an international fact-findingrcommivssion to visit the pharmacentical plant
which has been the subject o‘f‘accusationsv. That decision shows, if there was any
need for it, ﬁae good intentions of the Libyan authorities. As a result, the
all‘egations of the United States have become rather flimsy.

Can there be any need fof the use of force when ‘disc‘ussions can’ take place? -

The Government of Burkina Faso is deeply concerned by whet is- fast becoming ;
practice on the part of one of the super-Powers; involving a show of for’ce by that

Power against a small country on bogus grounds. Burkina Faso condemns _such' acts
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of violence which very much qualify as a manifestation of State terrorism.
Accorﬁiingly; we call on the Government of the United States bo renounce the use of
bru£e force as a means of pressure against an independent State. Today ’it is
Libya; tomorrow, it may be another cc‘auntry - which one? Real insecurity now
threatens the smaller nations.

With respect to the control of chemical and biological weapons, Burkina Faso
believe'sb that this should not be the exclusive preserve of any Power or
super-Power. Rather, we feel it is a question within ﬂ1'e purview of the whole
internaﬁioﬁal community, in which our country reiterates its faith., We very much
welcome the forthcoming Parié Conference, which will be attendedkbry the latge and
small countries and which we hope will achieve its objective of defining ways and
- means of preventing the manufacture and use of chemical and biological weépons. My
Govérnment suppor ts the'Conference, at which it will be represented at a high level.

Finally, Burkina Faso reaffirms its solidarity with the Libyan people in the
face of the danger presented by the United States. My Government also veryvmuéh.
hopes that wisdom may prévail on this occasion, and in the future, over the will of

the more powerful which in times past was characteristic of barbarous societies.

The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of Burkina Faso for his kind
wordé addressed to me. | |
The next speaker is Mr. Samir Mansouri, Acting Permanent Obsevaér of the
League of Arab States to the United Nations, to whom the Council has extended an
invitation under rule 39 of its provbisional rules of procedure. I invite him to

take a place at the Council table and to make his statement.
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Mr;.‘MANSOURI ('interpretation from Arabic): Mr. Presu‘lent, I should like

to extend to you and’ to the other members of the Counc11 our thanks ‘for givmg us
this oppor tunity to put forward the vxews of the League of Arab States regardmg
the complamt of the Libyan Arab Jamahlrlya agamst the Umted States of America.
I should also like to express to you the warmest congratulatlons of the League of
Arab States on your assumptlon of the pres:.dency of the Counc1l for thls month. We
are convmced that, thanks to your vast diplomatic experience, you w111
successfully carry out the work of »the Security Council in a manner that w111
oontr ibute to internation'al ‘peace ahd secority;'

| : i,should also like to expresé our 'appreciation rto the Ainb_asSador of‘ Japan for

the exemplary manner in which he conducted ‘the Council's proceedings last December .
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‘We should also like to extend a welcome to ﬁhe new members taking seats in the
Council this month and to express our thanks to the outgoing members.

. The Security Council has heard the Ambassador of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya,
who presented a detailgd account qf’the act of‘aggression carried out:by Amer ican
,,military'aircraft against two Libyan reconnaissance aircraft:ion a'regular
recpﬁnaissance mission over inﬁernational waters invthe Medi terranean. It goes
ﬁithout saying tha£ there was no justification for‘interceptiné and destroying
these Libyan aircraft, which were flfing over international wa;ers.‘

‘The Libyan Arab Jamahiriya is entitled to sgnd reconnaissance airqraft over
intérnational waters near its»cqast, especially given the increaéed pfesence of.
American naval forces near Libyan shores on the prefext of carrying out military
manoceuvres and in .view of tﬁe recent threatening statements by the United States
concerniﬁg pbssible-attacks on targets in Libyan territory for unacceptable
reasons. Furthermore, the Libyan Government has stressed‘thabt the American
asser tions aré unfounded.

The Libyan Arab Jamahiriya was a victim of aggression petﬁetrated by the
Uni ted Statesvon its territory in April 1986, after the United States had accused
Libya of carrying out terrorist acts. It emerged subsequently that Libya was in
fact innocent. Furthermdre, fhe American authoritiés subseqhently acknowledged
that they~had at the time engaged in a disinformation campaign aimed at preparing
American public opinion’for the aggressive operation against Libya in April 1986.

The :Amer ican Administfation today has unleashed a new disinformation campaign
’similar to that of 1986. There is no doubt that the United Statés intends to
perpetrate aggression against Libya. |

The1Coun¢il of the league of Arab States met on 26 December 1988 and

considered the American threats against Libya. In this connection it adopted a
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resolution, from which I should like to quote a Few paragraphs:s

v "1. Vlgorously condemns the American threats, made at tfxe highest le\rél.

so as to create a pretext and justify aggression ‘against the Libyan Arab

Jamahir iyas | |

: "2. Stresses once again the solidarity of - the Ieague of Arab States with
the leyan Arab Jamahlriya in the face of any ‘American aggress ion and
underscores the right of the leyanv Arab Jamahiriya to take-any‘meas'ure to
defend its .sovereignty; | |

"3. Cautions the United States ‘not' to repeat its military'aggressibn
against the ,Jamahir_;’.ya and considers it résponsible for any negath;e effecr on

Arab-Amer ican ‘relations and on the peace and security of .the reéibni

"4 Calls on the international comrlunity ﬂrlly to discharée its
respohsibilif:y in the race 6f'Amer ican tﬁréats; which are 'endangér ing
international peace and.ser:urity.'

The Amer ican Mministration continues to defy international law and the
Charter of the United Natlons and to ignore its responsibiliti.es as a permanent
-member of the Security Council. The Uruted States has perpetrated agqressmn
aga’i’ns.r i:wo Libyan aircraft, which conflrms that the American Administration is A
continuing its provocation of the Libyan: Arab Jaméhir iya. In this regard, I should
liké to read out the statement made yesterday by the Secretary bf the League of
Arab States, Mr. Chedli Klibis |

"The Amer icah forces"' shooting down of two -Libyan aircraft over

mternational waters is a very ser ious act of aggress ion, the consequence of a

m,1sconcept10n by the Government of the United Stgtes.‘ This latest act of

American aqgressién, %im is ‘a violation of rhe Unfted ‘vNaticns Charter and oé

- the or:ligations of the permanent members of the Security Counci‘l,. will

undermine efforts being made to bring about peace in the Middle East.
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"The Arab countrie‘s,'which have reaffirmed thelir solidafitﬁy with tbe
Socialist People's Libya“n Arab Jamahiriya in the defence.of its sovereignty in‘
}‘ the face of American threats, call on the Umted States of America to put an-
end to its acts of aggr ession and any other actions that might constitute
px:ovocationo,f_f the Libyan coast. They caution the United States not to run
" ‘the risk of exacerbating relations with a_ménber of the league of Arab
- States.” |
V'I'he Ieague.of_ Asab States calls on the SecuritYVCouncild bo take the necessary
action, to dischatge its r‘esponsibility with regard to the maintenance of
international peace and security in the Medlterranean, to ensure that an end is put
to aggression against Libya and to work towards making the Mediterranean, in this
per iod of international dtente and the strengthening of inte_rnational
oo--opetation, a reqion okrf p‘eace and security, by ensuring that_ the threat or use of
force in this internat:iona_l area will be prohibi@:ed. To thab end, vigorous action
must be taken to ensure 't‘;hevw'ithdravv:al of the»American fleet from ‘the
Medlterranean, which can then become a zone of peace. |

The PRESIDENT: I thank Mr. Mansouri for his kind words addressed to me.

The next speaker is the representative of Tunisia. I invite him to take a
place at the Council table and to make his statement.
Mr . KAROUI (Tunisia)',(interpreﬁation from Arabic): On behalf of the

. delegation of Tunisia I should like at the outset to express to you, Sir, our

—~—

warmest 'cong;\a\tulations upon your assumption of the presidency of the Security
Council for this month, the fj.rst inonth of your member ship in the Council. We arek'
confident vthat, thanks to your personal wisdom and abiiity an‘d the outstanding -
reputation enjoyed by your br:otherly country, Malaysm - which is bound to my own

with -the strongest bonds of fr 1endship, fraterm.ty and re11gion - you will conduct
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the business of the Council in an able and wise manner and provide it with-the

atmosphere necessary for carrying out its task, the maintenance of international

peace and security.
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It gives me pleasure to express‘our thanks and appreciation to your
pr’edeeeseor; His Excellency Hideo Ragami, Petmanent Representative of Japan, for
his sdcceeeful conduct of the business of the Council last month. I also |

. congratulate the new i_nenbers of the Council, wishing them all success in their ‘new ’
tasks.,

The Security Counc11 meets today to consider the complamt submi tted by the
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya as a result of the downing by the Umted States Air Force of.
7two Libyan jets over internatlonal waters on Wednesday, 4 January 1989. The
representative of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya has related to the Council the varmus'
 stages of this grave incident which the Tunisian Government followed with deep
concerﬁ and enkiety. Indeed, we e‘xpressed outright rindignation.f It is a matter to
which the Tunisian people attach great impor tance in the 1ight of the fraternlty
and good-neighbourliness that bind them to the Libyan people.

it is indeed regrettable_ that the.region has become the scene of new grave ‘
threats. Indeed, we fear that this operation may assume unforeseeable diﬁxens ieh's
xas a reéult of the constant danger it poses. 1t ie a source of bewilderment tha’t.

" the downing of the Libyan jets by the United States Air Force shO'u;d'coincide wriAth '
‘:thef recene cempaign of threaf:s against the Libyan Arab Jamah"ir iva. gueh threets
iser ieuslyv compromise internatbional peace and security in the idedi ter‘tanean‘re‘gi‘on'
and rue counter to the United Nations Charter, in pafeieular Article 2, |
paragraph 4, under which ail Member States shall refrain in their international
relatiehs from the threat or use of force or from acting in any other'manner ‘
’incensistent’wifh the purpoees of the United Nations. |

Tunisia has called for the exercise of restraint and the av01dance of any act
that could render the s:.tuatlon more complicated. It is most dlsturbmg that this

~ _operation should have taken place at the beginning of the new year, which the
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internaﬁional commnnity aé;a whole had hoped would be oﬁe of consolidating the
détente that had started to characterize political international rélations dqring
the past year. This inéident clouds . the newly-created positive atmosphere in the
peaceful efforts’boﬁards solving the qhestion of the Middie‘East; We fear that
thisroperatioﬁ will prejudice the future of those efforts.

The Libfan Arab Jamahiriya's requeét that the Council consider the downing of
its jeté by the United Stateé Air Force is proof in itself of the gravity of that
operation and its threat to tﬁe security, safety and stability of the States'of the
Medi terranean. My delegatiqn reflects Tunisian public opinion and political
sentimen; whén we express grave concern at the dangerous escalation~ofvten5ion
taking place in the fegion and in voicing its solidarity with the fraternal Libyan
people to which we are bound by good-neighbourly relations.

We lobk to the Security Cour‘mcilk to take all steps consistent with the great
responsibilityvit;bears for‘the maintenance of international peace and security.

The PRESIDENT: I thank the teprésentative”cf Tunisia for his kind words

addressed to me.
The next speaker is the representative of the Syrian Arab Republic, whom I
invite to take a place at the Council table and to make his statement.

Mr. AL-MASRI (Syrian Arab Republic) (interpretation from Arabic): At the

outset, I shoﬁld like to express our pleasure and happiness at seeing friendly
Malaysia, with which my country shares ﬁhe closest bonds of history, culture,
understanding; friendship and;conffdence, acceed to menber ship of the Security |
Council. We are confident that Malaysia's participation will certainly contr ibute
to strengthéning its roie in the maintenance of international peace ;nd security,

and I wish you, Sir, every success on your assumption of the presidency of the

Council for this month.
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I extend my thanks and appreciation to the Permanent Representétivé éﬁ Japan,
Mﬁ. Hideo Kagami, for his successful presidency of the Council last month aﬁd Qish
o placeron record my appreciation fof the wisdom displayed by his country
throughout its ﬁembefship of the Coﬁncil over the past two yeérs.- I also take this
‘oppoftunity to congratulate the other new members of the Council, Qho wils.
certainly contr ibute to the sﬁccess of its wcrk and the discharge of its important
responéibilities.,‘

It is truly tegre;table and painful that the new year - on which all
peéce-loving peoples éin their hopesiforva better tomorrow of justice,~péace and
security for all - should begin with an act of American aggressﬁon(against the
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya. This act.has jeopardized the international détente so
‘ngcessatyjfor an international climate of sinéere co-operation.among Stages, dévoid
of all_acts of aggression and the use or threat of forcé,

The incident‘of the downing of the two Libyan éircraft by units of the
American fleet in the Mediterranean off the Libyan coast has given:fise to
world-wide anxiety over the prospect of heightened tensions in the Mediterraneah
region. Given the especially sensitive nature of the region and its unique
strategic¢ position, this latest act of aggfeséion can only have an adver se éffect

on international peace and security.
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It is no secret that the downing of the two Libyan aircraft the other day was

not simply a casual incident; réther, it was ailink-in a series of aggreséive ‘
- measures and actions which the United States Administration has been taking against
the Libyan Arab Jamahir iya since 1981, when tﬁé United States Navy downed twoA j
Libyan aircraft near the LibYan coast. We must alsé»tecall qn this occésion,thé
act of aggreséian of April 1986; when Amer ican aircréft'bonbéd,the citiés of
Tripo}i and Benghazi, resultiﬁg in the destruction of residential quarteré:and_the
killing and wounding of a largernumber of civiliaﬁs, includfnq‘women~and éhildtén.
VJSuch acts can only increase tension ih'the Mediterréneanrregion and undermine
péace and security there} especially since they have been.perpefrated by a»major
Power, a permanent member of the Security Council with special respohsibilitiés‘for
the maintenance of international peace and #ecurity.
This act of aggression against the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya was pfeceaed'by an
intense media campaign to mobilize world public opinion to justify iﬁ;' wWhat
' increéses the international community 's coﬁcern is the prospgct of military»action
"against the terrifory and sovereignty of the Jamahiriya, undér flimsy preteXté #ith‘
no basis 'in reality. - | | | |
The letter from the Acting ?ermAnentAReéresentétive of'the'Unitéd Stateé
addressed to you, Sir, containea an unconvincing’justificatiop for the act of ‘
aggression. It spoke of
"self*defeﬁsé «e. in response to hostile actions constiﬁuting an armed attack
by the miiitary‘fofces of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya against Uﬁited States
forces‘lawfully operéting abo&e internatioﬁal waters‘of'the Mediﬁerranean'

'Sea.“ (S/20366)
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Such an attempted ﬁustificafion‘can convince no one - politically, militarily
or even iogically - for several reasons.,'First, the act of aggression was
commi t ted after a largeescale nediaﬂcampaign had'paVed,the nay for it. Secondly,
it is inconceivable that a smallAState-such as Libya~wohld iaunch an’armed'military‘
, attack with two small aircraft against naval vessels having - the hbst sophibticated.
and most potent means of warfare, the most modetn offensive and defensive
equipment, 1nc1ud1ng the -most sophlstxcated fighters, . maklng such naval vessels
huge mobile arSenals bearing a range of ‘modern weapons.A Thirdly, what have been
" described as lawful acts carried odt‘by the American naval forces in the waters of
the region are also unjustified, because such acts; which'a;eiin fact military
~manoeuvres off the Libyan coast, are designed to prepare for»a new act of
aggression against the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya.

The Eighth Conference of Heads of Statefor Government of Non—Aligned Countries
drew attention to: the gravity of such mllxta:y manoeuvres in areas adjacent to the
terrltorial waters and airspace of littoral States of the Medlterranean. The Heads
of State or Governament

"¢ondemned the mil1tary exercises ‘and other demonstrat1ons of m111tary power

near the territorial water and airspace of llttoral ‘States which lead to theb

outbreak of very serious incidents and endanger the soverexgnty and

1ndependence of non—allgned countr1es of the reg1on .

They declared that
‘"such a situation”is fraught with the dancer;of uncontrolled developments
- which may have far~reaching consequences fcr peace and stability in the

Méditerranean, Europe and the world at large. They emphasized that no motive
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or pretext can justify the threet or use of force, interference-inhthe

internal affairs of Mediterranean countries and the'creation ofisituations'

that can have such oonsequences;' (S/18392, part I, para. 210)

The Syrian Atab Republic strohgly denounoesrand oondemne:thisvact'ofh-,
aggreseion. At the’same‘time, it'stanGS»fitmlv,by‘the Libyan Arah Jamahi:iya and
' therfratetnat Libyan‘people and calls upon the Councii, as the highest‘
international authority for the maintenance of international peace and security, to
'shoulder its responsibilities in sithations threatening interhationelipeace and
security.b‘It cells upon it to take the necessary measures to end such ects of,
aggreseion, prevent their continuation and reassure all d:ncerned,:thus opening the
way for the polxcxes of detente to cover all the peoples and States of the world.

The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of the Syrian Arab Republic

for his k1nd words addressed to me.

- I should like to 1nform the Council that I have received a letter from the
| representatwe of Cuba in which she tequests to be mvited to partic1pate m the
discussion of the item onrthe Counc11 s agehda..'In conformity with the usual
p;actice, I propose, wjth.the conseht of the éouhcil, to invite that representative
to:participate in the discqssionf without the right to_vote,Ain'accordance with the ;
relevant provisions of the Charter\and rule 37 of the Council's provisional rules
of procedure. - -

There being no objection, it is SO decided.

At the 1nvitation of the Presxdent, Mrs. - De Florez Prida {Cuba) took a place

at the side of the Council Chanber.

The PRESIDENT: I invite the reptesentative of Cuba to take a place at

the Council table and to make her statement.
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Mrs; DE FLOREZ'PRIDA (Cuba) (interpretation from Spanish): I{wish fifsﬁ,*
sif; to say_how‘pleased we are to seé you, the representative of a friendly,
non-aligned country, presidihg over the Council. We also wish to thank the
representative of Japan fpr his praisewor thy per formance as President in December.

We are gfatéful for this opéortuhity to address the Céﬁncii, which is'meeting
;n response to’a request by Libya after the shooting down qfltwo of iﬁsraitcraft by
the United States. The éravity of the event, which creates a very dangerous
situécion in the central‘Mediterranean, makes it essentiallfor us to speak on the

'matter.

There is talk today of a process of international détente, a lessening of _‘

' tension in various parts of the world and the emergence of favourable prospects in =

others, and new steps are being taken towards co-operation between nations and away
from confrontation. It is therefore truly incredible that such barbarous action
could be taken against a small third-world country by such a mighty Power ‘as the

United States.
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This, however, is not the first timeb that the Government and people of Libya
have been victimized by the United States of America. 1In caée any of us had
forgotten, today's newspapers have given an historical a,ccovunt of those acts of
aggression, particularly those thét have occurred sincé the Reagan Administration's
accession to power in 1981. Ever sinc;e then, and with varying intensity. ‘thegé has
been a constant chain of threats, acts of aggression and attacks againstv that
country, some of considerable dixﬁens ion, such as the United States air raids.
again;t Tripoli and Benghazi in April 1986, ‘whidn caused 15 deaths.

Recently there has been a resurgence of threats and press'cémpaigns based on
the construction of what is alleged to be a large chemical-weapons 't'éctory near '
Tripoli. That "menace", according to statements by one United States Govervnment
spokesman, led to the decision t carry out a military a_ttack against it. ‘Bax:ely
two days later, two Libyan planes were shot down in the Medi terranean.

What does th‘e United States hope to gain from this situation? iThe Libyan .
"c;‘overnment has categorically deniéd that it is building a chemical-weapons factorvy
and has explained that it is a factoryb intended solely for the produétion of
pharmaceutical products. Yet even if the report were correct, ‘what right has the
United States to appoint itself as international policeman, to monitor what
sovereign States may or may not d4? On what moral basis does‘ the country
possessing the greatest military arsenal in the world - including chemical
weapons - arrogaie to i.tself’ the r_ight to qugstion, threaten and commit aggression
against a small countrjr'."

On 3 3anuary the Movement of bbn—Al i‘gned Countr ies rejected the deliberately
misleading manoeuvres and threats against Libya and warned that they could be a
prelude to direct aggression against that country. YesterdaY's evehts confirm the

accuracy of that judgement. Today, accordingly, the members of the Movement of
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Non-Aligned Countries have onceragain condemned that aggress ion as a premeditated
act of State terrorism and as a viol-ation of —international law and of the -United
Nations Charter. While expressmg its full support for Libya and its solidarity
vwith it, the Co-ordinating Bureau of the Mcovement of Non-Aligned Countr ies has

7 urged the United States to w1thdraw its naval forces from the central Med; terranean.
Last night, referring to these events, Pre51dent Fidel Castro qualified as \_‘

shameful brazen and repugnant the aggresswe actions taken by the Uni ted States

against Libya. Wondering whether they were United Stktes im'perialism's concept of '

" —
-~

peace and coexisterice, he asked what right the United States n o’bomb Libya and
what guarantees the peoples of the th:.rd world could have in ::ttoxsu events. -v

© Today Libya has been on the. receivmg end of ‘aggression, but "tomorrow it coukl -
be any other country. We should like to reiterate emphatrcally our resolute
support for the Government and people of Libya and our strenuous condemnation of

this latest abommable act of aggressmn committed by United States imper ialism.

- The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of Cuba for her kind words

address’sed; ‘to me.
There are no further speakers for - this meetmg. The next meeting of the
Security Council to continue consxderation of~ the item on its agenda will take

place ‘tomorrow, Friday, 6 January 1989, at 10 30 a.m.

The meeting rose at 5.15 p.m.




