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I. INTRODUCTION

1. The Second Committee held a substantive debate on item 82 (see A/43/915), at

its 21st to 26th, 36th to 40th and 42nd meetings, on 24 to 28 October and 8 to

10 and 15 November 1988. Action to be taken on sub-item (c) was considered at the
26th, 30th, 42nd and 48th meetings, on 28 October, 2 and 15 November and

0 December 1988. An account of the Committee's general discussion of the item is

contained in the relevant summary records (A/C.2/43/SR.21-26, 36-40 and 42).

II. CONSIDERATION OF DRAFT PROPOSALS
A. Draft resplution A/C.2/43/1L.16 and Rev.1

2, At the 26th meeting, on 28 October, the representative of China, on behalf of
Bangladesh, Canada, China, Cyprus, Egypt, Germany, Federal Republic of, Mali,
Mexico, Pakistan, Sierra Leone, Uruguay and Yugoslavia, introduced a draft
resolution (A/C.2/43/L.16) entitled "Strengthening technical co-operation among
developing countries in food and agriculture"”, which read as follows:

* The report of the Committee on this item will be issued in nine parts
(see also A/43/915 and Add.1-2 and 4-8).
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"The General Assembly,

"Recalling its resolution 33/134 of 19 December 1978, in which it
endorsed the Buenos Aires Plan of Action for Promoting and Implementing
Technical Co-operation among Developing Countries, 1/

"Recalling also its other resolutions on technical co-operation among
developing countries,

"Recalling further resolution 9/85 on economic and technical co-operation
among develonring countries adopted by the Conference of the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations at its twenty-third session, 2/

"Noting with appreciation the call made by the World Food Council at its
thirteenth and fourteenth sessions for the further strengthening of technical
co-operation among developing countries in food and agriculture, particularly
in food production, institution-building, training and enhancement of
management capability, the development of agro-industries, and trade, 3/

"Noting with satisfaction the momentum already gained in technical
co-operation among developing countries in food and agriculture, especially in
tripartite co-operative arrangements among intermnational institutions and
organizations, .developed and developing countries, as well as in other
existing arrangements,

"Reaffirming that developing countries have the primary responsibility
for promoting technical co Jsperation among themselves in food and agriculture,
that developed countries and the United Nations system should assist and
support such -activities, and that in addition the United Nations system should
pPlay a prominent role as promoter and catalyst of technical co-operation among
developing countries in food and agriculture, in accordance with the Buenos
Aires Plan of Action,

"1l. Endorses the relevant conclusions ané recommendations contained in
the reports of the World Food Council on its thirteenth and fourteenth
sessions;

1s Report of the United Nations Conference on Technical Co-operation_among
Developing Countries, Buenos Aires, 30 August-12 September 1978 (United Nations
publication, Sales No. E.78.II.A.11 and corrigendum), chap. I.

2/ See Report of the Conference of FAO, Twenty-third Session, Rome,
9-28 November 1985 (C 85/REP).

, 3/ See QOfficial Recor of th neral Assembl Forty- ond Session,
Supplement No. 19 (A/42/19) and ibid., Forty-third Session, Supplement No. 19

(A/743/19).

/ll.



A/43/915/Ad4d.3

English
Page 3
“2. Reaffirms the role and importance of technical co-operation among

developing countries in their socio-economic development in gemneral and in
their agricultural development in particular, and in the reinforcement and
final achievement of their individual and collective self-reliance;

"3. Welcomes the progress made so far in technical co-operation among
developing countries in food and agriculture, and emphasizes that such
co-operation should be carried out in accordance with the national development
plans, objectives and priorities of the developing countries concerned;

“4. Affirms that tripartite co-operative arrangements can constitute an
effective way of promoting technical co-operation among developing countries
in food and agriculture, and welcomes the progress made so far in this regard:;

"5. Calls upon the developing countries, in-the context of their primary
responsibility for promoting technical co-operation among themselves, to place
greater emphasis on their technical co-operation in food and agriculture and
to strengthen and improve the mechanisms for such co-operation at the
national, subregional and regional levels, especially their national focal
points, so as to facilitate policy co-ordination and exchange of experience;

"6. Urges the developed countries, if requested by participants ia
programmes concerning technical co-operation among developing countries, to
provide financial and technical assistance to such programmes in food and .
agriculture. including through participation in tripartite co-operative
arrangements;

"7. Urges the agencies of the United Nations system, including the Food
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, the United Nations
Development Programme and the International Fund for Agricultural Development,
and other international development and financing institutions to provide
increased financial and technical assistance to technical co-operation among
developing countries in food and agriculture, and in particular to encourage
and join tripartite co-operative arrangements; :

"8. Recommends that agencies and institutions of the United Nations
system and other international development and financing institutions, in
accordance with their respective mandates, give priority in their programmes

of work to technical co-operation among developing countries in food and
agriculture;

"9. Requests the World Food Council to continue its work in identifying
effective ways and means of technical co-operation among developing countries
in food and agriculture and to make recommendations thereon to the General
Assembly and the Economic and Social Council:

"10. Requests the Secretary-General to include in his report to the
General Assembly on techmical co-operation among developing countries,
pursuant to resolution 42/180 of 11 December 1987, information on the
implementation of the present resolution, including recommendations on the

loas
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enhancement of technical co-operation among developing countries in food and
agriculture."” '

E 3. At its 42nd meeting, on 15 November, following informal consultations, the
Committee had before it a revised draft resolution (A/C.2/43/L.16/Rev.1) sponsored
| by Canada, China, Germany, Federal Republic of, and Tunisia (on behalf of the
States Members of the United Nations that are members of the Group of 77).

4. At the same meeting, the Vice-Chairman of the Committee, Mr. José U. Fernandez

(Philippines), reported on the results of the informal consultations held on the

revised draft resolution and, on behalf of the sponsors, further orally revised it

R by replacing in operative paragraph 8 "mandates" with "spheres of competence”,
after "their respective”. '

5. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted draft resolution
} A/C.2/43/L.16/Rev.1, as orally revised (see para. 11, draft resolution I).

6. After the adoption of the draft resolution, the representative of China made a
statement (see A/C.2/43/SR.42), '

B. Draft resolutions A/C.2/43/L.26 and L.82

B 7. At the 30th meeting, on 2 November, the representative of Tunisia, on behalf
of the States Members of the United Nations that are members of the Group of 77,

! introduced a draft resclution (A/C.2/43/L.26) entitled "Food and agricultural
problems”, which read as follows:

“Recalling the Declaration and the Programme of Action on the
Establishment of a New International Economic Order, contained in its
resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI) of 1 May 1974, the Charter of Economic
Rights and Duties of States, contained in its resolution 3281 (XXIX) of
12 December 1974, resolution 3362 (S-VII) of 16 September 1975 on development
and international economic co-operation, and the International Development
Strategy for the Third United Nations Development Decade, contained in the
annex to its resolution 35/56 of 5 December 1980,

R

"Recalling its resolutions on food and agricultural problems, in
particular, resolution 41/191,

"Reaffirming the Universal Declaration on the Eradication of Hunger and
Malnutrition adopted by the World Food Conference, 4/

4/ BMMMWW (United
§ Nations publication, Sales No. E.75.II.A.3), chap. I.

/.'.
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“Stressing the imperative need to keep food and agricultural issves at
the centre of global attention,

"Reaffirming also that food and agricultural problems in deveioping
countries should be considered in a comprehensive manner in their different
dimensions and in their immediate, short-term and long-term perspectives,

"Emphasizing that the continuing gravity of the economic situation in
Africa, including the persistance of negative trends in the food and
agricultural sectors, requires urgent and decisive action by the international
community to accelerate and ensure the full implementation of the United
Nations Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and Development
1986-1990, 5/ as stressed during the mid-term review on the implementation of
the Programme of Action,

"Noting with concern that the tensions concerning trade in agricultural
markets remain very serious, notably 6wing‘to the persistence and, in some
cases, intensification of all forms of agricultural support, including ezport
subsidies and import restrictions in developed countries,

“Reaffirming that the right to food is a universal human right which
shoulu be guaranteed to all people and, in that context, believing in the
general principle that food should not be used as an instrument of political
pressure, either at the national or at the international level,

"Deeply concerned about the aggravation of the locust infestation and its
spread to several regions of the developing world, particularly the recent
locust invasion of large regions of Africa, as described in the status reports
of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Natione, aand about the
grave consequences of the invasion on agriculture and food production in the
countries of the affected regions,

"Welcoming the ongoing work of the élphal Iﬁformation and Early Warning
System on Food and Agriculture in monitoring the world food situation and in
alerting the internationa;‘community to impending problems,

"Concerned that growing protectionism, the decline .in commodity prices,
the deterioration in'terms of trade, limited access to markets for products
from developing countries, the external debt problem of the developing
countries, particularly debt service, and the overall 1loss and net transfer of
real resources from developing countries have had a negative effect on
international trade in agriculture, particularly for developing countries,

"l. Notes with concerp that hunger and malnutrition have been increasing
since the World Food Conference in 1974, that the number of people suffering
from hunger and malnutrition has increased in the 1980s and that the central
objective of the World Food Conference remains largely unfulfilled;

57/ Resolution 5-13/2, annex.

,...
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"2. Welcomes the conclusions and recommendations of the fourteenth
ministerial session of the World Food Council, held in Nicosia, Cyprus from 23
to 26 May 1988, in particular the Cyprus Initiative against Hunger in the
World, and calls upon Governments and international and non-governmental
organizations to fully assist the World Food Council in implementing the
Initiative; '

“3. Welcomes also the oral report made by the Secretary-General on
24 October 1988, concerning trends in the international agricultural markets
with special reference to the share of developing count:ies;

"4. Stresses the uraent need for substantial progress in stimulating
food production in developing countries and the importzuce of increasing
domestic food production, thereby stimulating national economic growth and
social progress in those countries, in particular in Africa and the least
developed countries, and helping to resolve the problems of hunger and
malnutrition in an effective way:

"5. Urges in this context the members of the international cormunity, in
particular the developed countries, to take further determined action in
support of the efforts of developing countries by increasirg the flow of
resources, including concessional flows, and to increase their contributions
to intergovermmental organizations;

"6. Stresses the need for developed countries to increase aid
commitments to fcod and agriculture in developing countries acd the ueed to
channel assistance through existing organizations and programmes;

"7. Stresses that the provision of food aid in the context of emergency
situations resulting, inter alia, from natural disasters should be reinforced
through additional rehabilitation and development assistance in order to help
restore food production capacity and promote self-reliance;

"8. Calls for a joint effbnt by all States and international and
relevant intergovernmental agencies to improve the food situation and protect
the nutritional levels of affected groups, in particular low-income groups,
especially during the implementation of structural adjustment programmes;

"9. Affirms that increasing food production in developing countries will
significantly contribute to the eradication of poverty and the elimination of
malnutrition, and recommends that a higher priority be given to supporting
food production in the national development efforts of those countries;

"10. Stresses that the Uruguay Round of multilateral trade negotiations
presents a unique opportunity to develop a more open, viable and durable
trading system, to reverse the disguietirg rise in protectionism, and to bring
agricvlture under the strengthened and operationally effective rules and
disciplines of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, in accordance with
the relevant parts of the Punta del Este Declarzi:ion, and urges that concerted
efforts should be made at the forthcoming mid-term review of multilateral

/OOO
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trade negotiations at Montreal, Canada to this end, taking into account the

need to provide special and differential treatment fo: developing countries,
considering their focd security objectives and the need to avoid potentially
adverse effects on these countries, especially those that import food:

"1l. Stresses further the need to implemeat fully the relavant provisions
of the Punta del Este Declaration conceraing tropical products;

"12. Also stresses the need to improve global economic conditions in
order “o establish national, subregional and regional food security in
developing countries;

"13. Calls upon the international community to support scientific and
technological training and research in developing countries in o:rder to
promote agricultural develcpment in those countries;

"14. Calls upon the international community, through specific and
effective measures, to support and complement the efforts made by African
Governments to stimulate agriculture and food production and to implement
fully the United Nations Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and
Development 1986-1990;

"15. Urges all States members of the International Fund for Agricultural
Development to take decisive action to ensure the timely conclusion cf the
negotiations on the third replenisbment of the Fund's resources so as to
facilitate its adoption by the Governing Council in January 1989, thus
enabling the Fund to pursue its mandate of assisting Jdeveloping countries in
increasing their food production and in alleviating rural poverty;

“16. Appeals for increased contributions to the Fund's Special Programme
for Sub-Szharan African Countries Affected by Drought and Desertification;

"17. Further appeals to the international community to contribute
generously to the World Food Programme so that the pledging target for the
period 1989-1990, as set out in General Assembly resolution 42/164 of
11 December 1987, can be attained and the Programme can continue its activity
in support of capital investment and in meeting emergency food needs:

"18. Takes note of the eighth replenishment of the International
Development Association for the period 1 July 1987 to 30 June 1990, which
provides for a total of $12.4 billion, and stresses the need to draw upon
those resources for the development of food and agriculture;

"19. Stresses the need for co-ordinated international action to tackle
the long-term problems of migreatory pest control, particularly in Africa, aad
calls upon donors to continue to give high priority to the implementation and
co-ordination by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
of emergency control programmes, as well as longer-term measures, against
grasshoppers and locusts at present affecting vast areas of Africa, as well as
other regions of the developing world, and to remain prepared to provide
financial and technical assistance to affected countries at short notice;

laos
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"20. Iakes no.> of the establishment, within the framework of the World
Food Council, of the informal ad hoc contultative group for the implementation
of the Cyprus Initiative against Hunger in the World, and urges all Member
States and ‘nternational organizations to particirate actively in the work of
the group s as:

"(a) To review and assess the policies and instruments at present
available to comdat chronic hunger and malnutrition in developing countries,
particularly in low-income food-deficit countries, and to identify the reasons
and obstacles that may have reduced their impact;

"(b) To consider concrete and realistic measures that could make existing
policies and instruments more effective;

"(c) To identify workable initiatives;

"(d) To recommend a course of actiom to combat hunger and malnutrition
more effectively;

"21. Reguests the President of the World Food Council to present an
action-oriented report to the Council at its fifteenth ministerial session on
the Cyprus Initiative against Hunger in the ¥orld;

"22. Urges the World Food Council to continue within its mandate;

"{a) To assess the overall impact of structural adjustment programmes in
developing countries on the nutritional levels of their populations,
especially among children and low-income groups, aad to suggest remedial
measures in that area, including ways to stimulate the provision of resources
to eliminate the suffering of those groups;

“(b) To assess the impact of liberalized international trade in
agricultural and tropical products on all countries and especially on the food
security and development efforts of developing countries and, in this context,
to maintain an active interest in the progress and outcome of the Uruguay
Round of multilateral trade negotiations;

"{c) To promote activities related to food security and ayricultural
trade, as well as to regional and South-South co-operation in ’ood and
agriculture, within the context of economic growth and the development needs
of developing ccuntries;

“(d. To stimulate progress in, and contribute more actively to, the full
implementation of the foc¢d policy and programme components of the United
Nations Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery ar¢i Developmert
1986-1996G;

"23, Ugges the World Focd Council to continue to exerciza leadership in
sensiftizing the international community to the nature, extent, causes and
consequences of hunger and malnutrition and in recommending appropriate
practical policies for remedial action;

/‘tl
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“24, Requests the Secretary-Gemeral, ir cousultation with the World Food
Council, the United Nations Conference on Irade and Development and the Food
and Agriculture Organization of the Unii2d Nations, to submit to the Economic
and Social Council, at its second regular session of 1989, an updated
compreher.:ive report on trends in the iaternational market for agricultural
and tropical products and on the liberalization of international agricultural
trade, together with suggestions on ways an¢é means of iacreasing the share of
developing countries in that trade, while avoiding the potentially adverse
short-term effects on developing countries, in particular those that import
food."

8. At the 48th meeting, on 9 DecemiLer, the Vice-Chairman of the Committee,

Mr, José U. Fernandez (Philippines), introduced a draft resolution (A/C.2/43/L.82)
entitled "Food and acricultural problems", submitted by him on the basis of
informal consultations held on draft resclution A/C.2/43/L,.26, and orally revised
the last preambular paragraph by removing the brackets and inserting "net outflow
of financial resources from developing countries as a whole" after "growing debt
service burder and”.

9, At the same meeting, the Committee adopted draft resolution A/C.2. :3/L.82, as
orally revised (see para. 11, draft resolution II).

10. In view of the adoption of draft resolution A/C.2/43/L.82, draft resolution
A/C.2/43/L.26 was withdrawn by its sponsors.
III. RECCMMENDATIONS OF THE SECOND COMMITTEE

11. The Second Committee recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of the
following draft resolutions:

DRAFT RESOLUTION I

Recalling its resolution 33/134 of 19 December 1978, in which it endorsed
the Bueros Aires Plan of Action for Promoting and Implementing Technical
Co-operation among Developing Countries, §/

Recalling also its other resolutions on technical co-operation among
developing countries,

pulecation, Sales No. E 78. II A, 11 and corrigendum). chap. 1.

/on.
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Recalling further resolution 9/85 on economic and technical co-operation
among developing countries adopted by the Conference of the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations at its twenty-third session, 7/

Noting with appreciation that the World Food Council at its thirteenth
and fourteenth sessions called for the further strengthening of technical
co-operation among developing countries in food and agriculture, particularly
in food production, institution building, training and enhancement of
management capability and the development of agro-industries, and trade, 8/

Noting with interest the progress already made in technical co-operation
among developing countries in food and agriculture, especially in tripartite
co-operative agreements and other existing arrangements among international
institutions and organizations and developed and developing countries,

Recognizing the expertise and technological capability accumulated by
developing countries in the fields of food and agriculture and food production,

Reaffirming that developing countries have the primary responsibility for
promoting technical co-operation among themselves in food and agriculture,
that developed countries and the United Nations system should assist and
support such activities, and that in addition the United Nations system should
play a prominent role as promoter and catalyst of technical co-operation among
developing countries in food and agriculture, in accordance with the Buenos
Aires Plan of Action, '

1. Endorses the relevant conclusions and recommendations contained in
the reports of the World Food Council on its thirteenth and fourteenth
sessions; 8/

2. Reaffirms the role and importance of technical co-operation among
developing countries in their socio-economic development in general and in
their agricultural development in particular and in the reinforcement and
final achievement of their individual and collective self-reliance;

3. Welcomes the progress made so far in technical co-operation among
developing countries in food and agriculture, and emphasizes that such
co-operation should be carried out in accordance with the national development
plans, objectives and priorities of the developing countries concerned;

4. Affirms that tripartite co-operative agreements and other existing
arrangements constitute an effective way of promoting technical co-operation

1/  See BgpgLL_ginLhg_sgnﬁg1gggg_gz_EAQL_IEgn&x:&hi;ﬂ_sgssiggi_ggmg.

9.-28 November 1985 (C 85/REP).

8/ See Officia , : As i
Supplement No. 19 (A/42/19) and _DAQ EQzsx_Lhizﬂ_S3as;gnL_SﬂﬁplgmegL__g4__g
(A743/19).

/...
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among developing countries in food and agriculture, in particular in food
production, anl’ welcomes the progress made so far in this regard;

5. Calls upon the developing countries, in the context of their primary
responsibility for promoting techmnical co-operation among themselves, to place
greater emphasis on their technical! co-operation in food and agriculture and
to strengthen and improve the mecha.lsms for such co-operation at the
national, subregional and regional levels, especially their national focal
points, so as to facilitate policy co-ordination and exchange of experience;

6. lUrges the jeveloped countries, if so requested by participants in
programmes concernivig technical co-operation among developing countries, to
provide financial and technical assistance to such programmes in food and
agriculture, including through participation in tripartite co-operative
agreements;

7. Urges the organisations of the United Nations system, including the
Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations, the United Nations
Development Programme and the International Fund for Agricultural Development,
and other international development and financing institutions, to provide
increased financial and technical assistance to technical co-operation among
developing countries in food and agriculture, and in particular to encourage
and join tripartite co-operative agreements and other arrangemerts;

8. Recommends that organizations of the United Nations system and other
international development and financing institutions, in accordance with their
respective spheres of competence, give priority in their programmes of work to
technical co-operation among developing countries in food and agriculture;

9. Reguegts thLa World Food Council to continue its work in identifying
effective ways and means of technical co-operation among developing countries
in food and agriculture and to make recomuwendations thereon to the General
Assembly through the Economic and Social Council;

10. Requests the Secretary-Geuneral to include in his report to the
General Assembly on technical co-operation among developing countries, pursuant
to resclution 42/180 of 11 December 1987, information on the implementation of
the present. resolution, including recommendations on the enhancement of
technical co-cperation among developing countrier in food and agriculture.

DRAFT RESOLUTION II
Food and agricultural problemg
The General Asgembly,
Recalling the Declaration and the Programme of Action on the

Establishment of a New Intornationa; Economic Order, contained in its
resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI) of 1 May 1974, the Charter of Economic
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Rights and Duties of States, contained in \ts resolution 3281 (¥YXIX) of

12 December 1974, resolution 3362 (8-VII) of 16 September 1975 on develupment
and international economic co-operation, and the International Development
Strategy for the Third United Nations Development Decade, contained in the
annex to its resolution 35/56 of 5 December 1980,

Recalling algo its resolutions on f0od and agricultural prohlems, in
particular, resolution 41/191 of 8 December 1986,

Reaffirming the Universal Declaration on the Eradication of Hunger and
Malnutrition adopted by the World Food Conference, 9/

Stressing the imperative need to ksep food and agriculiural issues at the
centre of global attention,

Reaffirming that food and agricultural problems in developing countcies
should be considered in a comprehensive manner in their u.fferent dimensions
and in thel: immediate, short-term and loag-term perspectives,

Emphasising that the continuing gravity of the economic situation in
Africa, including the persistence of negative trends in the food and
agricultural sectors, requires urgent and decisive action by the international
community to accelerate and ensure the full implementation of the United
Nations Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and Development
1986-1990, 10/ as stressed Auring the mid-term review on the implementation of
the Programme uf Action,

Helcoming the support given by the international donor community to
agricultural development in developine countries and the efforts of these
countries in their food and agricultuial developments,

Noting with concern that the tensions concerning trade in agricultural
markets remain very serious, notably owing to the persistence and, in some
cases, intensification of all forms of agricultural support, including export
subsidies and import restrictions, as pointed out by ministers of Governments
of States members of the Organigation for Economic Co-operation and
Development at their meeting in Paris on 18 and 19 May 1988,

Reaffirming that the right to food is a universal human right that should
be guaranteed to all people and, in that context, believing in the general
principle that food should not be uscd as an instrument of political pressure,
either at the national or at the international level,

9/ Report of the World Faod Conference., Rome, 5-16 November 1974 (United
Nations publication, Sales No. E,75.11.A.3), chap. I,

10/ Resolution S§-13/2, annex.
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Desply concerned about the worsening of the locust infestation and its
spread to several regions of the developing world, particularly the receat
infestation of large regions of Africa, as described in the status reports of
the Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations, and about the
grave consequences of then infestation for agriculture and food production in
the couunr.cies of the affected regions,

Welcoming the ongoing work of the Global Information and Early Waraing
System on Food and Agriculture in monitoring the world food situation and in
alerting the international community to impending problems,

Concerned that, despite some slight improvements im 1987, the economies
of developing countries coatinue to suffer from depressed international
commodity prices, protectionism and worsening terms of trade, growing debt
service burden and net outflow of financial resources from developing
countries as a whole, which have had a negative effect on international trade
and agriculture, particularly for developing countries,

1. Notes with concern that hunger and malnutrition have been increasing
since the World Food Conference in 1974, that the number of people suffering
£from hunger and malnutrition has increased in the 1980s and that the ceatral
objective of the World rood Conference remains largely unfulfilled;

2. Nelcomes the conclusions and recommendations of the fourteenth
ministerial session of the World Food Council, held at Nicosia from 23 to
26 May 1988, 11/ ix particular the Cyprus Initiative against Hunger in the
World, 12/ and calls upon Governments and international and non-goverammental
organisations to assist the World Food Council fully in implementing the
Initiative;

3. Iakes note with appraclation of the report of the Secretary-Goneral

on trends in the international agricultural markets with special reference to
the share of developing countries; 13/

4. Stregses the urgent need for substantial progress in stimulating
food production in developing countries and the importance of increasing
domestic food production, thereby stimulating national economic growth and
social progress in those countries, in particular in Africa and the least
developed countries, and helping to resolve the problems of hunger and
malnutrition in an effective way;

11/ See Official Records of the General Assembly. Forty-third Session,

Supplement No, 19 (A/43/19), part one.

12/ 1bid., sect. II.

13/ E/1988/70.



A/43/915/7A44.3
English
Page 14

5. LlUrgea in this context the members of the international community, in
particular the donor countries, to take further determined action in support
of the efforts of developing countries by increasing the flow of resources,
including concessional flows designated for agricultural development, and to
increase their contributions to intergovernmental organisations;

6. Stresses the need for donor countries to increase aid commitments to
food and agriculture in dsveloping countries and the need to channel
assistance through existing organisations and programmes;

7. Also stresses that the provision of food aid in the context of
emergency situations resulting, inter allia, from natural disasters should be
reinforced through additional rehabilitation and development assistance in
order to help restore food production capacity and self-reliance)

8. Calls for a joint effort by all States and relevant international
and intergovernmental organisations to improve the .ood situation and protect
the nutritional levels of affected groups, in particular low-income groups,
especially during the implementation of structural adjustment programmes)

9. Affirms that increasing food production in developing countries will
significantly contribute to the eradication of poverty and the elimination of
malnutrition, and recommends that a higher priority be given to supporting
food production in the national development cfforts of those countiies in
order to ensure adequate food supplies and distribution;

10, Stresses that the Uruguay Round of multilateral trade negotiations
presents a unigue opportunity to develop a more open, viable and durable
trading system, to reverse the disquieting rise in protectionisnm, and to bring
agriculture under the strengthened and operationally effective rules and
digciplines of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, in accordance with
the relevant parts of the Punta del Este Declaration, and urges that concerted
efforts to this end should be made at the forthcoming mid-term review of
multilateral trade negotiutions at Montreal, Canada, taking into account the
need to provide special and differential treatment for developing countries,
considering their food security objectives and the need to avoid potentially
adverse effects on those countries, especially the food importing ones,
bearing in 'mind the overall benefits of trade liberalisation;

11. Streageg the need to implement fully the relevant provisions of the
Punta del Este Declaration concerning tropical products;

12. Also gtresses the need to improve global economic conditions in
order to establish national, cubregional and ragional food security in
developing countries;

13. Calls upon the inte.national community to support scientific and
technological training and research in developing countries in order to
promote agricultural development in those countries and emphasigzes the urgency
of strengthening international co-operation in the field of transfer of
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agricultural toohnolcgiol and of facilitating the free exchange of information
on experience and technology relating to food production, processing and
storage;

14. 2Also calls upon the international community, through specific and
effective measures, to support and complement the efforts made by African
Governments to stimulate agriculture and food production and to implement
fully the United Nations Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and
Development 1986-1990;

15. Urges all States members of the International Fund for Agricultural
Development to take decisive action to ensure the timely conclusion of the
negotiations on the third replenishment of the Fund's resources so as to
facilitate its adoption by the Governing Council of the Fuand in January 1989,
thus enabling the Fund to pursue its mandate of assisting developing countries
in increasing their food production and in alleviating rural poverty and, to
that end appeals to all parties to make their best efforts to achieve the
overall target fixed for the replenighment;

16. Takes note with satisfaction of the fact that the target of the
Fund's Special Programme for Sub-Saharan African Countries Affected by Drought
and Desertification has been achieved and appeals for increased contributions
to the Fund;

17. Appeals to the international community to contribute generously to
the World Food Programme so that the pledging target for the pericvd 1989-1990,
as set out in General Assembly resolution 42/164 of 11 December 1987, can be
attained and the Programme can continue its activity in support of capital
investment and in meeting emergency food needs;

18. Notes with appraciation the eighth replenishment of the
International Development Association for the period 1 July 1987 to

30 June 1990, which provides for a total of $12.4 billion, and stresses the
need to draw upon those resources for the development of food and agriculture;

19, BStresses the need for co-ordinated international action to tackle
the long-term problems of migratory pest control, particularly in Africa, and,
expressing gratitude for the support of donors and recognising the efforts
made by the affected countries in the fight against the grasshopper and locust
infestation, calls upon dono-s to continue to give high priority to the
implementation and continued co-ordination by the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations of emergency control programmes, as well as
longer-term measures, against grasshoppers and locusts currently affecting
vast areas of Africa, as well as other regions of the developing world, =nd to
remain prepared to provide financial and technical assistance to affected
countries at short notice;

20, Takes pote of the establishment, within the framework of the World
Food Council, of the informal ad ho¢ consultative group for the implementation
of the Cyprus Initiative against Hunger in the World, and urges all Member
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States and international organisations to participate actively in the work of
the group so as:

(a) To review and assess the policies and instruments currently
available to combat chronic huager and malnutrition in developing countries,
particularly in low-ircome food-deficit countries, and to identify the reasons
and obstacles that may have reduced their impact;

(b) To consider con.rete and realistic measures that could make existing
policies and instruments more effective;

(c) To identify workxable initiatives;

(d) To recommend a course of action to combat hunger and malnutrition
more effectively)

2l. Raguesta the President of the World Food Council to present to the
Council at its fifteenth ministerial session an action-oriented report on the
Cyprus Initiative against Hunger in the World;

22, lUrges the World Food Council to continue, within its mandate:

(a) To assess the overall impact of structural adjustment programmes in
developing countries on the nutritional levels of their populations,
especially among children and low-income groups, and to suggest remedial
maasures in thuat area, including ways of stimulating the provision of
resources to eliminate the suffering of those groups;

(b) To assess the impact of liberalised international trade in
agricultural and tropical products om all countries and especially on the food
security and development efforts of developing countries and, in this context,
to maintain an active interest in the progress and outcome of the Uruguay
Round of multilateral trade negotiations;

(c) To promote activities related to food security and agricultural
trade, as well as to regional and South-South co-operation in food and
agriculture, within the context of economic growth and the development needs
of developing countries)

(d) To stimulate progress in and contribute more actively to the full
implementation of the food policy and programme components of the United
Nations Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and Development
1986-1990;

23. Also urges the World Food Council to continue to exercise leadership
in sensitising the international community to the nature, extent, causes ana
consequences of hunger and malnutrition and in recommending appropriate
practical policies for remedial action;
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24. Reguests the Secretary-Genecal, in consultation with the World Food
Council, the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development and the Food
and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations, to submit to the Economic
and Social Cnouncil, at its second regular session of 1989, an updated
comprehensive repo: on trends in the international market for agricultural
and tropical products and on the liberalisation of international agricultural
trade, together with suggestions on ways and means of increasing the share of
developing vountries in that trade, while avoiding the potentially adverse

short-term effects on developing countries, in particular those that import
food.



