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(...) Western experts tend to tiptoe around the issue of how malnutrition makes people less intelligent,
but local experts sometimes do not. (...) Sam Chimwaza, an analyst for Malawi’s Famine Early
Warning Systems Network, says that reasoning ability of people in rural areas has been affected by
malnutrition and it is hard for them to execute simple instructions. “They can work as servants in the
city for two or three years and still not figure out how to adjust the temperature on the iron,” he says.
(...) Sadly, the battle against hunger is harder to win than it should be. Food shortages tend to occur in
countries with callous, despotic rulers. (...) Democracy and freedom of speech are attractive (...) of
themselves.

But (...) no democratic country with a free press, no matter how poor it may be, has ever suffered
famine. Unfettered reporters provide early warning, and accountable governments know they have to
respond to emergencies.”

Source: “Nutrition. Food for thought,” The Economist, 31 July 2004.
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James Surowiecki, Why the Many Are Smarter Then the Few and How
Collective Wisdom is Shaping Business, Economics, Societies and Nations,
Doubleday, 2004.
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Conversation with Robert Kegan, Harvard Graduate School of Education, 23
March 2000, accessed at: http://www.dialogonleadership.org/Kegan-
1999.html#twelve.
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Paul Boutin, a technology writer for Wired Magazine and Slate, accessed on MSNBC on 25 July 2004.
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“Awareness is the First and Critical Thing,” Interview with Professor Wanda
Orlikowski, MIT Sloan School of Management, 7 September, 1999, accessed
at: http://www.dialogonleadership.org/interviewOrlikowski.html.
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Ahdi Salo and Kerstin Cuhls, “Technology Foresight — Past and Future,”
Journal of Forecasting, 22, 2003, pp. 79-82.
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Report of the Secretariat, “The role of the public sector in advancing the
knowledge society” (E/C.16/2004/4), 3 session of the UN Committee of
Experts on Public Administration
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