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R e p o r t of t h e S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l 

1. At i t s f o r t y - f o u r t h s e s s i o n , the Commission on Human Rights adopted 
r e s o l u t i o n s 1988/1 A and B and 1988/2, By paragraph 14 of r e s o l u t i o n 
1988/1 A, the Commission requested the Secre ta ry-Genera l t o b r ing t h a t 
r e s o l u t i o n t o the a t t e n t i o n of a l l Governments, the competent United Nations 
organs , the s p e c i a l i z e d agenc ie s , the reg iona l in te rgovernmenta l o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
and the i n t e r n a t i o n a l humanitar ian o r g a n i z a t i o n s and t o give i t the widest 
p o s s i b l e p u b l i c i t y . By paragraph 9 of r e s o l u t i o n 1988/1 B, the Commission 
reques ted the Sec re ta ry -Genera l t o bring t h a t r e s o l u t i o n t o the a t t e n t i o n of 
a l l Governments, the competent United Nations organs , the s p e c i a l i z e d 
agenc ie s , the r eg iona l in tergovernmenta l o r g a n i z a t i o n s , the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
humanitar ian o r g a n i z a t i o n s and non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s , and t o r e p o r t 
on p r o g r e s s in i t s implementation t o the Commission a t i t s f o r t y - f i f t h 
s e s s i o n . By paragraph 11 of r e s o l u t i o n 1988/2, the Commission requested the 
Secre ta ry-Genera l t o bring t h a t r e s o l u t i o n t o the a t t e n t i o n of a l l 
Governments, the competent United Nations o rgans , the s p e c i a l i z e d agenc ie s , 
the r e g i o n a l in tergovernmenta l o r g a n i z a t i o n s and the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
humanitar ian o r g a n i z a t i o n s and to g ive i t the widest p o s s i b l e p u b l i c i t y , and 
t o r epor t t o the Commission a t i t s f o r t y - f i f t h s e s s i o n . 

2. In accordance with the reques t s of the Commission, t he Secre ta ry -Genera l 
brought r e s o l u t i o n s 1988/1 A and B and 1988/2 t o the a t t e n t i o n of a l l 
Governments, by a note verbale dated 5 July 1988. The r e s o l u t i o n s were a l s o 
brought t o the a t t e n t i o n of the members of the General Assembly and the 
Secur i ty Counci l . They were a l s o communicated t o the Spec ia l Committee t o 
I n v e s t i g a t e I s r a e l i P r a c t i c e s Affecting the Human Rights of the Popula t ion of 
the Occupied T e r r i t o r i e s and t o the Committee on the Exerc ise of the 
I n a l i e n a b l e Rights of the P a l e s t i n i a n People. 
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3. Furthermore, the resolutions were transmitted to all the specialized 
agencies and to the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees in the Near East. The Council of Europe, the Organization of African 
Unity, the Organization of American States and the League of Arab States were 
also sent copies of the resolutions. In addition, the resolutions were 
brought to the attention of the International Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC) and 24 other non-governmental organizations. 

4. In response to the request of the Commission on Human Rights, the 
Department of Public Information of the Secretariat (DPI) took steps to ensure 
that resolutions 1988/1 A and B and 1988/2 would receive the widest possible 
publicity. DPI undertook the following activities: 

(a) During 1988, DPI continued to carry out information activities 
concerning the question of Palestine, including information relating to the 
human rights of Palestinians in the occupied territories; 

(b) DPI has established a project manager on the question of Palestine 
within its Communications and Project Management Service, to develop and 
co-ordinate its public information activities on this issue, particularly with 
the media. The DPI information programme includes information on United 
Nations action on the question of Palestine taken by the Security Council, the 
General Assembly, the Commission on Human Rights, the Committee on the 
Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People and the Special 
Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of the 
Population of the Occupied Territories; 

(c) Information is disseminated through special press releases, 
publications and media information kits; regular DPI press releases, 
publications and radio and television programmes; special activities held in 
observance of relevant international days and weeks; fact-finding missions to 
the Middle East for media representatives and regional and national encounters 
for journalists; 

(d) A booklet on the rights of the Palestinians, dealing with the work of 
the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian 
People (DPI/945), was published in 1988 by DPI in Arabic, English, French and 
Spanish. This booklet includes a section on action taken in 1987-1988 by the 
Special Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights 
of the Population of the Occupied Territories, as well as information 
concerning relevant Commission on Human Rights resolutions adopted in 1988; 

(e) Work is also under way on revising the DPI booklet on the work of the 
Special Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights 
of the Population of the Occupied Territories (DPI/842) to bring it up to date 
with both the Special Committee's activities and the current situation. A DPI 
Information Officer travelled with the Special Committee on its most recent 
fact-finding mission through the Middle East and provided detailed press 
releases regarding the Committee's hearings; 
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(f) During 1988, DPI organized a f a c t - f i n d i n g mission t o the Middle East 
for some 10 h i g h - l e v e l media r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s from a l l over the world, giving 
them an oppor tun i ty t o understand f i r s t - h a n d the s i t u a t i o n in the r eg ion . 
In a d d i t i o n , j o u r n a l i s t s p a r t i c i p a t e d in two r eg iona l encoun te r s , in Africa 
and in Europe, and in four n a t i o n a l encounters in Europe and four in Africa 
which DPI organized. The f a c t - f i n d i n g mission and the encounters d e a l t with 
the s i t u a t i o n in the Middle East and the ques t ion of P a l e s t i n e , which included 
an assessment of the human r i g h t s c o n d i t i o n s in the occupied t e r r i t o r i e s ; 

(g) The ques t ion of human r i g h t s in the occupied t e r r i t o r i e s was covered 
by the DPI p r e s s , r ad io and v i s u a l s e r v i c e s whenever i t was d i scussed in 
United Nations b o d i e s . This m a t e r i a l was used ex t ens ive ly by the 
67 United Nat ions information c e n t r e s around the world. A p a r t i c u l a r e f f o r t 
i s being made by DPI t o monitor and promote the a c t i v i t i e s of the informat ion 
c e n t r e s , i n t e r a l i a , by providing them with re levan t m a t e r i a l in time for 
d i s t r i b u t i o n t o l o c a l media and non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s . An inc reas ing 
number of United Nat ions informat ion c e n t r e s are now connected t o Headquarters 
by e l e c t r o n i c communications methods and can rece ive information on United 
Nat ions a c t i v i t i e s on t h i s i s sue i n s t a n t a n e o u s l y , thus enabl ing them t o be 
much more e f f e c t i v e in t h e i r work; 

(h) Increased a t t e n t i o n i s a l s o being given by DPI t o i t s d i s t r i b u t i o n of 
m a t e r i a l . A new Dissemination Div is ion has been e s t a b l i s h e d which i s r ev i s ing 
and computerizing DPI d i s t r i b u t i o n methods for p r i n t e d m a t e r i a l so a s t o 
t a r g e t b e t t e r s p e c i f i c audiences both world-wide and r e g i o n a l l y . In the 
a u d i o - v i s u a l f i e l d , new arrangements with t e l e v i s i o n networks have 
d r ama t i ca l l y increased the p o t e n t i a l and a c t u a l audiences for r egu la r DPI 
t e l e v i s i o n programmes. For example, the weekly t e l e v i s i o n magazine programme, 
UN in Act ion, i s broadcas t in 125 c o u n t r i e s and new arrangements with a g loba l 
t e l e v i s i o n news network enable DPI t e l e v i s i o n f e a t u r e s t o be seen weekly in 
105 c o u n t r i e s ; 

( i) Commission on Human Rights r e s o l u t i o n s 1988/1 A and B and 1988/2, a s 
we l l as o the r r e l evan t r e s o l u t i o n s on the ques t ion of P a l e s t i n e adopted by t h e 
Commission, the General Assembly and the S e c u r i t y Counci l , a r e made a v a i l a b l e 
world-wide through the informat ion c e n t r e s . In a d d i t i o n , these r e s o l u t i o n s 
a re c i r c u l a t e d t o p a r t i c i p a n t s in media encounters and f a c t - f i n d i n g miss ions 
and provide background for o the r DPI a c t i v i t i e s on t h i s i s s u e . 


