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Arabic Language Services for the General Assembly
(Q"Uf~stion of summary recCJrds) [1./

.Tote by the Se cretari at

1. E1til lJ7Lt , thE" only Arablc lanp;uage unit in the Secretariat ,.,as a small
tr:m:jlation uni t in the r0partment of Confl:r(;nce Services w'nich translf'.ted a maximlliTI
I f !~ ,:)110 n" ,\(;5 of tpxt annually under the terms of General Assembly resolution
",,73 (IX J • /\t i. ts t\Ientv-ei ghth sess ion, the General Assembly adopted resol ut-ion
31)0 (XXVIII) iIllich iucl uded Arabic among the lanfSuages of the General As sF:mbly and
its r:i8in Commi tt,,(,s. It \','3.S 8.c;reed at that time that the costs of implementing the
J::\~'s011...:tion during thp flrst three years ,-rould be met collectively by the }\.rab Stat,,=-s
;;,"'mbr-rs of t:h United ::htions.

2. In nrq:'aring the associated stateElent of administrative and financial
ir:(Jlications U>./C:. 5/1564), the Secretariat, after consultation with the Arab ;: 'ltes
, ('r,jll"r:,; '. SOU,aht t,) ~".:'C'Pose the most economical Ilrran:sEment for thp nrovision of
J\rabic translation servic(:'s. The estimates were based on the assUI!lDtion that a
rna50r Tlart of thp summary records of each General Assembly session woul d not '!Je
i ro sl.wc1 (luring th(::> spssion, but "TOuld be translated thereafter. Tki,s arrange:r.ent
H:lS d', viscd t,o sprpad some part of the total '\TOrkload of the Arabic Translation
:';(~rvic(; ]'01'0 ('qU3.11~r tllrourrhout the YAar, thus rpducing the tot al number 0 f staff
r,~quirp~ and winimi zinc:: the' cost to the 1\1ember Ste.tes.

:l. 1:"1 his r\"ort on this subject to the -::'hirtY-first session (A/C.5/31/6o), the
:)('cr(-~t8.yy-Gen0 ra1 drr:w attention, to the problems of imbalanced distribution J!'"

','o:i.~.klo3.d ov.::, t'.:J' V(~3.r. In an attemnt to deal both Hi th that nrobleITl and ui th th,c,
dP(:Q to nrovid() Ar"lL.1ic translation services to mTCTi\D, an expansion of t:1e /\.rabic
;\~rvic,'1t lkadquarters "'as proposed in the following terms (A/C.5/31/60, para. 2':;):

a/ A rpport dpalint<; ~.Ti th tllP full ranr;e of questions I'plated to thp
of I\.rabic lan~uagp services is b' ':ng issued. As the question of surnn:.ary
cUllsidcrpd to he urgpnt, this naper addresses itself so',el'r to that.
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1i:=;xTJansion of the llC'\l York Translation Service would entail economi ...~s
of scale, net only regarding the utilization of existing overhead but also,
and "Ccrhaps more importantly, regard.ing the distribution of '\·Tcrkload over
the :vcar. Thp monthly Arabic Translation workload in the United nations
',!QuId vary less OV2r the year than at present if Arabic wpre used in U~ICTAD,

since most of the U:rCTAD worl~load '\oJould fall during the first months of
th ..:o Hear, the months in '\-rhi ch, in the nas t tl:ree years, there has bpen a
r,,;lati v01y ligllt'_'T \Torkload at Headquarters. By giving this additional
",'ori.-:loaci to L1,- ,r'~'\·r York J\rabic unit rather than to a parallel unit in
'Jen,.?va, E:e inefficiencies inherent in the pr,?sent unevenness of workload
CHrer the year could bt reduced.';

l'Ut' Dropo,=,"'d arrangeMent ~·ras approved 1n resolution 31/208.

4. .:;. t the frllmring spss i,)n, hor.rever, the General Assembly in adontinr; resolution
32/205 decided to trans fer tu Geneva the nosts previously authorized at Headquarters
to deal ".,i th U=rCTAD documentation. The trans fer of the uni t resulted also in the
trans fer of som.e of the more experienced staff members of the Arabic Service.

~. ~pcpntly, a number of delesctions in the Fifth Comndttee have exvressed
dissatisfaction with the present arran~ements, and the Chairman has decid0d that
tLe r.lat ter uo.l1d be discussed.

•
C~. 2,110lj '. - ,Jt.le AMssembly decicle that all summary records of the main Commi tte0s
b(: ~.ssuei : "ring the session in Arabic J temporary assistance in the ar;ount of
~483,OOO 1rK'uld be required for 1980 to provide for 20 trRnslators, 7 revisprs and
20 ty~ists uuring 11 weeks of the session. The cost for the full biennium
1938-1981 ~ould ~p ~995,JQO.

7. It s:~o'JIJ oe noted, however, that the available pool of Arabic freC'-l:-tncp
st8.ff is l:.mi ted and thp nu;nber of intergovernmental and international organi zations
clrJ.iJing8n it is incre8.sillE;. As a result, the Organization has not alloJays bc">rr.
3.1;le to recrui t the nun:oer and t:1e 1uality of short-term staff needed. It i~)

concei vable, there for8 J that i f th(~ t"3seMbly should Qp.cide to anpropriatp t i1C

necessary funds tr-.e Sr:cY\:t.8.riat "",'o111d still exnerience di fficul ties in rpcrui tin.'"';
.::;u1:'riciently quali fi~d sta rThe Secretariat would remain in contact '\-ri th the
inter"sted delegations '\-ri th re.o:ard to the Drogress made.




