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I have the honour to refer to our c~nve?.+~~ -tion today concerning the situation 

in the Congo and to confirm the messuge which 7: gave Your Excellcnc:r from 

EIer Majesty's Gcvernment, 

I4y Government have taken note of *he be%-';crs >rmA-l the reprceeatatives of 

B&&m and the Uaited States sent op 22 Ro~wnt;er to the President of the Se~.riZ;y 

Council ccrncerning the clanger $0 the lives of Znnocent civilians in the regiorm 

of Stanleyvilk in the Congo. The United Kingdom Govepnment were requested to 

provide certa,in facilities in Ascension Islam, 1 in connexion TJith the action then 

proposed by the Belgian and United States Goverzmenf;s. In the Light of the 

humanitarian objective of -t;his action, Her Majesty's Goversnent granted the 

facilities, EIer Majesty's Government are grave,& disturbed at the apparent 

threat to the li.Tses and safety of civilians In. the rebel-held area of' the Congo 

and sincerely kope that you and al.1 Members of *he United NafAons wi.1: take 

what steps are open to you and to them to urge the rebels to treat these people 

in accordance with no~~~%lly accepted ruiax r&ating to the treatmen-k of civilians 

in time of conflict, 

I avail Inyself etc.. 


