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The meeting was called to order at 5.20 p.m.

ADOPTION OF.THE AGENDA  \r¢ti . -ty
S
The: agenda was adopted NN
’.,. E RS ;,g e
LETI‘ER DATED 4 JANUARY 1989 FROM THE CHARGE D'AFFAIRES A.1I. OF THE PERMANENT

MISSION OF THE LIBYAN ARAB - \IAMAHIRIYA r‘IOf THE UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED T0 THE
PRESIDENT OF THE SECQURITY (OUNCIL (S/20364)

" [ETTER DATED 4 JANUARY 1969 FROM THE CHARGE D'AFFAIRES A1, OF THE PERMANENT =
MISSION OF BAHRAIN TO "THE- UNITED NATIOI\B ADDRESSED '10 THE PRESIDENT OF THE SEQURITY
MUNCIL (S/20367) : . D :

The PRESIDENT: In accordance with the decisions taken at the previous
meetings on this item, I.’i‘m"rite the'represientative bf the ‘Libyan Arab Jamahiriya to
take a place at the Council table; I invite the representatives ,o’f,,Afghanistan,-,
Bahrain, Bangladesh, Burkina Faso, Cuba, Democratic Yemen, India, the Islamlc
Republic of Iran, the Tao People s Democratic Republic. Madagascar, Mali, Morocco,
Nicaragua, Paklstan, the Sudan, the Syrian Arab Republic, Tunisia, Uganda and
Zimbabwe to take the places reserved for them at the side of the Counc11 Chanber .

At the 1nv1tat10n of the President, Mr. Treiki (Libyan Arab Jamahlrlya) took a

place at the Counc11 table'»Mr. Dost (Afghanlstan), Mr .: Shaker (Bahraln),

Mr. Mohiuddin (Bangladesh), ‘Mr. Dah (Burkma Faso), Mrs. De Florez Prida (Cuba),

Mr. Al-Alfi (Democratlc Yemen), Mr . Dasgupta (Ind].a), Mr. Madarshahl (Islamlc

Republic of Iran), Mr., Khamsy (Lao People's Democratic Republic),

Mr . Rakotondramboa (Madagascar), Mr. Diakite (Mali), Mr. Bennouna {(Morocco) ,

Mr. Sevilla Boza (Nicaragua), Mr. Shah Nawaz (Pakistan), Mr. Adam (sudan),

Mr. Al-Masri (Syrlan Arab Republlc), Mr . Karoul (Tunlsia), Mr . Kamunanw1re (Uganda) ‘

and Mr. Mudenge (Zimbabwe) took the places reserved for them at the sxde of the :

Council Chamber.,
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The PRESIDENT: I should like to inform the Council that I have received

letters from the representatives of Czechoslovakia, the German Democratic Republic,
Malta, Poland,‘;/R)mania, the United Arab Emirates and Yemen in which they request to
be invited to participate in the discussion of the item on the Council's agenda.
In accordance with the usual practice, I propose, with tﬁerconsent of the Council,
to invite those representatives to participate in the discuésion, without the right
to vote, in conformity with the relevant provisions of the Charter and rule 37rof'
the Council's provisional rules of proéedure.

There being no objection, it is so decided.

At the invitation of the President; Mr. Zapotocky (Czechoslovakia),

Mr. Zachmann (German Democratic Republic), Mr. Borg Olivier (Malta), Mr. Noworyta

(Poland), Mr. Tanasie (Romania), Mr. Al=Suwaidi {United Arab Emirates) and

Mr. Mansour (Yemen) took the places reserved for them at the side of the'Council

Chamber.

The PRESIDENT: I should like to inform the Council that I have received

a letter dated 10 January 1989 from the Permanent Representative of Algeria to the
United Nations, which reads as followss
"I have the honour to‘tequest that the Security Council extend, in
accordance with rule 39 of the provisional rules of procedure, an invitation
to Ambassador A. Engin Ansay, Permanent Observer of the Organization of the
Islaﬁic Conference to the United Nations; in connection with the consideration
of the itemvpresent»ly on the Council's agenda."
That letter will be published as a document of the Security Council under the
symbol S/20382.
If I hear no objection, I shall take it that the Security Council aecides to
extend an invitation t© Mr. Ansay in accofdanée with rule 39 6f its provisiohal
rules of procedure.

There being no objection, it is so decided.
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I have received a letter datéd 10 January 1989 from the Permanent

Representaﬁive of Algeria to the United Nations,rwhich reads as fdllbwé:
| "I have the honour to request that the Council extend an invitation uﬁdgr

rule 39 of i;s provisional rﬁles_of procedure to Mr. Leasona S. Makhanda,

_Secretary for Labou; of the Pan Africanigt Congress of Azania, during the
course of the Council's consideratioh>of the item entitled ‘Letter dated

4 January 1989 from the Chargé d'affairés a.i. of the Permanent Mission of the"

Libyan Arab Jamahiriya to the United Nations addressed to the President of the

Security Council (S/20364)" apd 'Letﬁer dated 4 January 1989 from the Chargé

d'affaires a.i. of the Permanent Missiéh of Bahrain to the United Nations

addressed to the President of the Security Gogncil (s/20367)'."

That lefter will be publisﬁed as a dbcument of the Security Council under the.
symbol S/20384.

If 1 hea; no objection, I shall take it thaf thevsécurity Council decides to
éxtend an inyitation to Mr. Makhaﬁda ih accordance with rule 39 of its provisional
rules of procedure.

There being no objeétion, it is so .decided.

I have also received a leﬁter dated 10 January 1989 from the Permanent
Représentativekof Algeria to the United_Nations; which reads_a$ followss

"I have the honour to request that the Council decides to extend an
invitation unde: rule 39’Qf its provisional rules of proﬁedure to

Mr. Sqlly Simelane, Deputy Representative of the African National Congress of

South Africa, during the course of the Cduncil's cohsideration of ihe item

entitled 'lLetter dated 4 January 1989 from the Chargé d ‘affaires a.i. of the

‘Permanent Libyan Arab Jamahlrlya u: the United Natxons addressed to the

President of the Security Counc117(8/20364)' and 'letter dated 4 January 1989 -
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from the Chargé d'affairés‘é;i.'o; the Perﬁanent Mission of Bahrain to the
United Nations addressed to the fresident of the Security Council (S/20367)'.”
L:ThatAlettér will be publiShéd as a document of the Security Council under the
symbol S/20387. | |
If I hear no objection, I shall take it that the Security Council decides to
extend an invitation to Mr. Simelaﬁe in accordance with rule 39 of its provisional
rules of procedure.
There beihg no objéction, it is so decided.
The éeéurity Council will now resume its considerétién of the {item on the =
agénda. |
I\should'like to dfaw the attention of members of thé Council to dé;ument
S/20380, which contains the text of a letter dated 6 January 1989 from the :
‘Permanent Representative of Madagascar to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-General. 7 »
The first speaker is the representative of Malta. I invite him to take a

place at the Council table to make his statement.

Mr. BORG OLIVIER (Malta): Permit me at the outset, Sir, to express my

Government 's deéquegret on learning of the demise of His Majeéty'Enperor Hirohi to
of Japan on Saturday, 7 January 1989. On behalf of my Gééernment I wish to pay |
tribute to a great monarch and to convey through this forum our sincere condoience;
to His Majesty's familyjas well as to the Government and people of Japan.

Mr. President, my country extends congratulations to your country, Malaysia,
as a new member of the Security Council. I &iéh to take this opbor£uhity to
congratulate you persénally oﬁ your assumptiog;of the high officé of President of

the Council for the month of January. I shoufé also like to extend to your
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predecessor, Ambassado; Kagami of Japan, rour sincere eppreeiation of the skillvva:nd
dedication wit-;h which he presided,over ‘the Council, with its heavy workload, 'duArinbg‘
December 1988. Finally, we extend our congratulations also to Canada, Colombia, *
Ethiopia and Finland, which, like Malaysia, have just assumed their important
responsibilities as non-permanent members of the -Securit-y Council.

Malta is very serlously perturbed by the heightened tension in the
Med1terranean region as a result of the relatmns between the Uruted States and the
Libyan Arab Jamahir iya.

On Wednesday we learned with apprehension that United States navy aircraft had
shot down two Libyan military aircraft over international waters in the Eastern
Mediterranean. | 7 |

Malta, a small countfy situated right akt'the_centre of the Mediter;anean, is
understandably deeply concerned thet.once again a grave incident involving the use
of armed force has occurred in the Mediterranean region. Immediately ’afvter‘bthe
incident occutred the Minister o-f Foreign Affairs conveyed the Malta Government's
concern to the Ambassadors to Malta of the ﬁwo oountries inx}elved, urged restraint
and emphasized the eeed to ensure that the incident would not lead to ferther
escalati_on of en already»dangerous situafion ser iously prejudicial to peace and
stability in the Mediterranean Vr:egion. .

‘Malta has for many years actively promoted action aimed at enhancing sec’uritf{‘ '
and co‘-oper‘avtion in the Mediterranean region. We have done se in several
.internaﬁienal forums, including‘t_:he United Nations, the Non—Aligned Movement and
the Conference on Security and Co-opera'tion‘;rin Europe, and m mee tings of Heads of

Government of the Commonwealth. In the United Nations our vinitiativee have led to
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the adoption by the General Assembly of:;impo‘rtéant resolutions reflecting the .
concerns and the aspirations of the interriational,comunity with rggafd to the need -
for enhancement of security and co-operation in the Mediﬁerranean region.  The

~Iatest, resolution 43/84, was adopted by consensus by thé General Aséembly only =
last month. In that resolution the Genefal Assembly expressed its concern a£ the
pe‘rsistent‘ tension in parts of the Mediterranean region as well as the cohtinuing
mj.litary operations in the Mediterranean and the grave dangers bthat tﬁey create for
peace and security and génerai equiliﬁrium in the r‘egion_. The Assembly in the ’same
‘resolution reaffirmed that the security of the Méditertane“ah was closely linked

with »Eufbpeari security and with interna’tional peace and securitsr. It reaffirmed

also that further efforts were necessary for the reduction of tension and of

T

,armaments‘ aﬁd for ‘tere‘crea.tion of conditions of securiﬁy and fruit:ful c'o-opér'a"tion'
‘in all-fiel,ds for all countries and peo;ﬁles of the Medi tetr'énean on the basis of
-the fundamental Vpr:inciples relating to sovereignty, indepe’ndence, territorial
integriéy , ﬂon—use of force or t;.he ‘threat of the use of force and peaceful

settlement of disputes.
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The Assembly has repeatedly stressed in its resolutions the need for just and
viable solutions of existjing*pr'oblemé and crises in the area on t’herbasis of the
provisions of the Charter an_d the relevant resolutions of the United Nétionéf - The
credibility of the United Nations is not enhanced if resolutions adopted with the
support of all Member States are not fully réspécted and complied with:

We all know that the Mediterranean is already plagued with persistent tension
as a result of several unresolved conflict‘éituations that pose serious threats to
international peace and security. Any action by any State' that heightens tension
even furf.her is to be strongly deplored.

‘As 1988 drew to a close the international community witnessed a number of
encouraging developments in the search for peaceful solutions to a number of
regional oo'nf»l‘icts;' As a result a most welcome atmosphesre of improved relations
through constructive dialdguerf‘ille’d us with optimism for the future. We had hoped
that 1989 would be the year for pursuing the same course with even gréyate‘r
confidence and determination so that the many positive achiévements of 1988 éould
be consolidated and ‘str'engthene'd.' Now, only a few days into 1989, thé fragile
foundations of peace on which we were placing such high hopes have b‘een'violen'tly
shaken, with potentially serious consequences. Malta urges the utmost restraint go '
that further escalation of existing tension will be avoided. This latest
deplorable incident must not be permitted to have a negative impact on the
prevailing favourable climate in international relations -6r to negate the
encouraging positive developrﬁents aimed at facilitating the Middl'e East ‘peace
process. - - o o A |

Malta expects that all States will'conduct themselves at all times in
conformity with their bbligations under‘the Chérterbf the United Nations. while

Malta cannot be a judge as to which of the two opposing versions of the ‘incident is
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7 the correct one, we ‘are coné istentlyaﬁdstrongiy 6pposed to the ’use of force orr
the thr'éat of use of force for the settlement of any dispute between States.
’ Malta believes that it is the right of all peoples to live‘ in peace and
‘securi'ty} and we firmly ma;intain that thaﬁ must equally apply to all peoples of the
Mediterranean region, of which Malta forms a part. As a country that is neutral
and that enjoys excellent relations with‘ both the United States and Libya,. our
,neighbour,“ Malta ig always ready to contribute to ‘the restoration of normal
relations between those two oountries. Malta continues to urgé festraint and the
avoidance of any eséalation or prbvocatioﬁ. We consider that itrwould be ‘
j appropriate and desirable foi: the Security ycouncil to request the Secretary-General
to use his good officesk to explore ways and means of assisting the parties to
" eliminate their dift‘erenc;es through péaceful means and in strict compliance wit?xf

the principles enshrined in the Charter of the United Mations.

-~ The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of Malta for his kind words

addrbesseAd to me.

The next speaker is His Excellency M. A, Engiﬁ Ansay, Permament oﬁserVer of
the Organizat-ién of the Islamic Conference to the United Nations, to whom the
- Council has extended an invitation under rule 39 of its provisional rules of
‘_prrocedute. I invite him to take a place at the Council table and to make his
statement. |

Mr. ANSAY: I should like at the ;)utset to avail mysélf of this

opportunity to present, through you, Mr. President, on behalf of the General
Secretariat of the Otganization of the islamic Conference, to his Majesty the new
- Emperor of Japan and his bereaved family and to the Government and the noble ngtion ,
‘of Japan, our heartfelt condolences on tﬁe demise of His Majesty the late Emperor,
who was a symbol of peace, solidarity and prosperiﬁy for the people of Japan as

‘well as for the world at large.
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It is a source of genuine pleasure for the Islamic Conference to have you,
~8ir, presiding over the Council. Malaysia, as a founder member of the Organizatioh
of the Islamic Conference (0IC), has a very special and particuiar place ahong our
ranks. I am sure that under‘ypur wise personal guidance the Council will be able
to tackle those issues that lie at the core of its responsibility to preserve
international peace 'and security. We sincerely believe that the Council Qill not -
fall prey to any possible attempt to tarnish the atmosphere of achievement andv
peace that has unequivocally set its mark upon the previous ‘ygar of 1988. So much
has been done by so many to attain that 1ongi-yearned—for state of the world, but,
alas, it is so easy to undo in a matter of moments what has taken so long to
achieve. All the members of our organization are eager to maintain and enhance
this atmosphere. It is therefore impérative that we all exert our best efforts to
strengthen world peace and to reaffirm our faith in the United Nations as an
instrument of intefnational peace and security.

We extend our congratulations and best wishes to all the new members of the
Council. I am confident that th>eir presence in the’Co,uncil will oontributé to the
success of its deliberations. We welcome Malaysia, Canada, Colombia, Eﬁhio,pia and
Finland. We wquld also like to express our appreciatioﬁ to the States whose terms
of membership have just ended. Our special thanks should be put on record for the
commendable and exemplary way your predecessor, Ambassador Hideo Kagami, the
Permament Representative of Japan, conducted the Councyil's work during the
precarious moments of the last month of 1988.

Immediately after the shocking news.of the doming of the two Libyan military
planes by United States naval aircréft in the international airspace over the
Medi terranean, His Exg:ell(ency Mr. Hamid Algabid, Secretary-General of the

Organization of the Islamic Conference, issued a statement at Jeddah expressing the
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OIC's deep concern over that unwarranted action.  While denouncing the attack as a
violation of the sovereignty of a State member of the OIC and of all international
conventions énd practices, he called upon. the United States to refrain from its
fepeated threats against the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya. The Secretary-General of the
Organization of the Islamic Conference reaffiruedrthe 0IC's full solidarity with

' the Jamahiriya and called upon its membership to support that brofherly State,
particularly at thi§4critical juncture. |

The Jamahiriya‘has categorically rejected the chafge that its MIGs were armed
aircraft with hostile intentions. Even the American press as quoted.by many whéy
have spoken before me has been quite sympathetic to that view. Aé Such, the
shooting down of the Libyan aircraft by United States naval fighters in a situation
of ‘accidental confrontation in international ai:space can be construed as the
result of the atmosphere of deep distrust prevailing between the two countries.
The current situation of hosfility between the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya and the
Uﬁited States goes back almost a decade. Our memdries are still fresh of the
similar incident of the shooting down of two Libyan aircraft over the Gulf of Sidra
in 1981 and of the 1986 bombing of Tripoli and Benghazi.

We in the OIC fear that the most recent incident may be a prelude to the
exercise of a broader plan of aggression against the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya. Thus,
- while denouncing the very act of shooting down the Libyan planes, we strongly
appeal to the responsible officials in the Administration to desist forthwith from
a campaign aimed at striking the Jamahiriya on the pretext that it has built an
installation capable of producing chemical weapons. Those claims have been
strongly and repeatedly refuted by Libya, which has agreed to submit the
pharmaceutical compléx in question to international inspection, If the United

States entertains any different ideas or has other proposals, surely, under the
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aegis of this body, a peaceable political solution can be found. In that regard‘ o
the latest proposal of the leader of the.Libyan Arab Jamahiriya to oconduct direct -

talks with the United States could‘also contribute to defusing the ex'p].os‘ive

situation.
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We find it hard to believe that a small country with ILimited means -and
resources ocould cause such an intensive mobilization of forces by the United States
Administration at a time when both the Uniteé States and world public opinion
continue to urge restraint and extreme cautibn,'espécially when the»international1'
community was beginﬂing to glimpse promising signs of global détente and peace. We .
believe that the crux of the matter, concealed behind the current manifestations of
unwarranted acts and threats, is something altogether different. But what.we do
not understaﬁd is, first, why the Jamahiriya has'been,singled out and threatened,
while nei ther possessing nor manufacturing chemical arms, whereas many o ther
countries, as we all know, continue to possess, manufacture, and stockpile those
abominable weapons. Secondly, why is the alleged proliferation of chemical weapons
tackled separately, while the actual presence of the even more abominablg nuclear
arms in the Middle East and southern Africa is ignored?' Oncg the responsible
authorities decide to address these questions, which are at thevheart of the
matter, instead of singling out for attack a small cduntry which is easy prey, then
the Uﬁited Nations will be able to contribute further to the maintenance of
international peace.

The PRESIDENT: I thank Mr. Ansay for his kind words addressed to me.

The next speaker is Mr. Leasona S. Makhanda, to whom the Council has extended
an invitation under rule 39 of its provisional rules of procedure. I invite him to
take a place at the Council table and to make his statement.

Mr, MAKHANDA: On behalf of the Pan Africanist Congress of Azania (PAC),

the custodian of the genuine aSpirations of the disposessed, oppressed and
exploited African majority in Azania, may I at the outset extend to you, Sir, my
sincere felicitations on your assumption of the presidéncy of this lofty body, the
United Nations Security Council. May I also congratulate you on your unanimous

election to the Chairmanship of the Group of 77 for the year 1989.
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Your country, a nember of the Special Committee against Agartheld has always
played a very progre351ve role in 1nternat10nal affalrs. Its oommlbnent,to peace
and justice has made it poss1ble for our wxse and venerable’ leader.

President Zephania Mo thopeng, to be released uncondi tionally from racist South
Africa's prisons. We believe that thxs encouraging trend will continue in the
Special Committee aga1nst égartheid unt11 Jeff Masemola - a PAC menber who boday is:-
the longest 11fe—serv1ng political prisoner -”Nelson Mandela and all other
political prisoners arebneleased unconcitionally@ |

~May I also take this opportuniw to congratulate your predecegorf
Ambassador Kagami of Japan,'for the most able manner in which he carried out ﬁis'
responsibilities as President of the Council last month. Allow me to exnress to
him and the people of Janan our heartfelt condolences at the passing away of their
great l.eékcer His Impen ialMajesty Enperor ﬁirohito, The people of Japan and the
world in_gene:al have truly been denied the wisdom and far-sightedness of this
great serene leader. May hev rest in peace.

The Council has just been etrengthened by the-addition'of new members which
are all tepresented by tried and tested diplcmats, in whom we repose our trus.t- and
belief that the1r presence w111 make the Council's task easier. The Council has in
the past shown wisdom in tackling such issues as have been bnOught be fore it,‘
especlally those involving the Soc1a11stAPeople's Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, a small
peaceful African country whose leaders, since its successful revolution, have
endeavoured to pronote—their people's well-being, raise their standard of living,
and aid cthe;s to do the same in peace and harmony. We areﬂconfldenc thatvthis o

e

t:adition will be maintained.
‘IWhen;the whole of hqmani__ty was ’just‘:u:,‘starting to heave a sigh of relief as a

result ofAtangible efforts py many world. leaders and the super-Powers to'edd:ess

serious and complex inte_rnatlonal iesues through the one.and’l,only rational method -+

the peaceful discussion and resolution of conflicts - it was rudely sho cked into
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:reality, on 4 #anuary 1989, whenitwo Libyan aircraft were downed by Uhitéd States
Navy war—plane; in fhe Mediterranean Sea off the Libyan coast.i

The unanians decisions and resolutions of the Council ‘and noble campaigns
supported by the enti;e wor 14 tb sa&e the Sharpeville Six from jﬁdicial murder, the
courageous‘settlements in Afghanistan and south-western Africa, the Palestine |
Liberation Organization’s recent declarations, the well-deserved Nobel Peace frizé
accepted by the U‘nityed‘Nat'ions Secretary-Geheral on behalf of the United Na tions
peace4keeping forces, and the progress arfived at péacefully through tﬁe active
particiéation of the two super-Powers, thé United States of Aﬁerica and the'ﬁhidﬁ o
of Soviet Socialist Republics - all is now threatened by.this'uhfortunate, widely
déﬁounced'incident against the Libyan Aréb Jamahiriya;

The whipping-up of public opinion and emotions against the Libyan Arab
~ Jamahiriya is ominous, especially since this is not the first time it has
happened. it happehed with dire consequencés in April 1986. After a series of
+ dis information campaiglfxsthrough var ious fnedia éﬁd a number of thfeatening
utterances by thé Reagan Administration, Unitéd States forces decended on:

"... facilities uséd(bo'carry out Libya's hostile policy of international

terrorism ..." - including ongoing attacks - "... against United States

~ installations and innocent individuals.”™ (S/17990) ‘

Then the international community was assured that the United States had
evidence of Libyan involvement in other pléﬁnéd attacks agaihst'the United States.
If my memory serves mé\well; 1 bélieve‘tﬁaﬁfho dafe none of the members of this -
body has seen that evidence, and all who were then present havé said‘éo, incldding :
the allies of the United States. Needless £o s$y; thét incident on that fateful
April day killed children and rendered others motherless and fétherless, and much

'damage was done to the economy and infrastructure of this developing African nation.
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The Libyan people love the American people. They have said so themselves’in
numerous releases and publications. Their Foreign Minister and Permanent .
Representative, Ali Treiki - one read some years ago - even volunteered to help by
contributing to a,hospitﬁl in the community in which he was resident here in the
United States to alleviate the plight of the sick. Such an act would never come '
from an official of a country whose purpose was to destroy other people; Even if @ °
the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya wanted to destroy the American people ~ an infinitely
remote possibility - their -numbers and logistics would never allow them to do so.
Given. their geographic position, the state of international relations and past
experience, the only thing they can & is defend themselves by being vigilant at
all times - a course of action accepted by the norms ofvcivilized societies and the

Charter of the United Nations which the majority of speakers here have endorsed.

-

It'is in line with the above reasoning that the Libyan leadership has agreed
to inspection by an independent, disinterested and impartial body of the
pharmaceutical factory which has been the cause of this unsavoury incident. Alas,
this proposal has not been taken up. My delegation cannot but lament the failure

to, pursue this peaceful option.

i



- JB/15 : , S/PV. 2840
21

(Mr . Makhanda)

It is no secret that racist Séuth Africa is believed to have develdped a
nuclear capability, that it even wen£ so far as to detonate what is generally
‘bélieved to be an atom bomb offlfhe Sputh'AErican coast a few years back. No‘one
to date has challenged the racists torﬁpen theig sites at Koeberg and Phelandaba:to
{nternational inspecfion, save the dispossessed,'exp;oitéd ana oppressed African
majority and some African States. Why is every one of the super-Powers quiet onr
this potentially destructive development? Instead, racist'Soutﬁ Africa's
membershiplin the International Atomic Energy Agency has been annually supported

despite the objections of African States, representatives of the Azanian peopleaj"é”nd,ﬁ'dT

progressive countries.

The deéttuction meted out'by ;acist South Afriqa on its own populations and
fhe havoc it has wrought én the front-line and neighbouring States have gone
totally unpunished by those who would punish Libya on the pretext that it isA
developing chemical weapons. There has not been a show of force by the huge navies

of the super-Powers off the racist South African coast, notwithstanding the fact

that the Council did adopt a resolution to the effect that racist South Africa was

a threat to international peace and security. That resolution having been adapted,"-u .

even the mildest calls for punitive measures such as sanctions have been thwarted
on many occasions by two Powers with a veto in the Council - the United States and
Britain.

We appeal to this body to ac£ and act decisively before another 14 April 19865
disaster befalls the Libyan Arab Jamahifiya. My delegation would like to endorse |
; Ambassador Aleksandr M. Bélonogov's c:ntribution to the Council that; if tﬁe United
Stateé were to withdraw its na&y frombthe region, his country would do likeﬁiée.,.i

We endorse that position because it is our firm belief that when two éléphants

fight - of which there was a strong possibility before glasnost and perestroika -

the grass suffers greatlys but equally true is the fact that when two elephants
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make love, as is the case today between the two super-Powers, the grass still
suffers. The removal of tbe two oountries' navies from the area will leave the
Socialist People's Libyan Afab Jamahiriya's grass to flourish in its greennes's for -
all of mankind to enjoy its beauty and texture. We strongly and humbly urge the
Council, through you, Sir, to allow that to happen. I thank members of the Council
bnrbehalf of my Chairman, Johnson P, Mlambo and the Pan Africanist Congress of
Azania.

The PRESIDENT: I thank Mr. Makhanda for his kind words addressed to me.

The next speaker is the representative of the United Arab Emirates. I invite
him to take a place at the Council table and to make his statement.

Mr. AL-SUWAIDI (United Arab Emirates) (interpretation from Arabic): I

extend our sympathy to the fr iendly Japanese people on the death of
Emperor Hirohito and to express my delegation's condolences to the Government and

people of Japan.

On behalf of the delegation of the United Arab Emirates I am pléased to
exptess> to you, Sir, our sincere congratulations on your assumption of the
presidency of the Security Council during the current month and on thé election of
your friendly country to membership of the Security Council, which shows the
international community's confidence in and appreciation of Malaysia. We welcome
your presidency, since you have already proven your diplomatic skills and prudence
in guiding the work of the Council.

I take this opportunity to express our gratitude to Ambassador Hldeo Kagaml,

Permanent Representative of Japan, for h1s prudent conduct of the business of the ’

Council during the month of December.
Furthermore, I extend congratulations to the other new members of the Security
Council - Canada, Colombia, Ethiopia and Finland - and wish them, too, success in

discharging their new responsibilities. I also wish to express our thanks and‘
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gratitude to fhe outgoing members of the Security Council - Argentina, Iﬁaly:
Japan, Federal Republic of Germény and Zambia - for fheir effectiVe ;nd positive
contributions to the work of fhe Council over the past two yea;s.

We had hoped that the Year 1989 would be one characterized by moves towards
harmony and dialogue among States and that longstanding conflicts would be resolved
in the ocourse of the year by peaceful meané. We had hoped that the new year wpuld
be free from threats by some States against others, the resort to provocative means
and the pursuit of confrontational policies. We had hoped that this yéar would
reflect in a tangible f;shion the climate of ddtente that had been developing over
the past year within the framework of international relations and the actions of
the two super-Powers. We had hoped that this yeér too, as in the past yéar,rthere '
would be resort to United Nations machinery to settle disputes énd differences
among States.

It is indeed regrettable that this year should have begun with provocative
actions by the United States fleet off the Libyan coast and the escalation of that
provocation with an act of aggression against Libya in the form of the downing of
two Libyan aircraft on a legitimafe reconnaissénce miss ion.

Perhaps that provocation énd ifs escalation bode ill for the international
cdmmunity as a whole, and the course of events so far this year‘may,provencontrary
to the hopes and expectations placed in it in the light of the achievements made. in
the past year. May that conclusion prove erroneous and may evérything continue to

move in the right direction again in the current year.
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The representative 'qf Bahrain, in his capacity as Chairman of the Arab Group
this month, expressed the cpllective Arab point of ‘viéw,‘_ including that of my.
country, regarding United States agg;ession against ‘Libya. The United Arab
Emirates subscribes to that statement; ﬁowever, given the  special i:ies we have
with sisterly Libya, and because we reject American prpvoéations against Libya and
Ame; 1can4aggression that resulted in t.he‘shooti‘ng down of two Libyan aircr.aft, my
Government has expressed its own position in the fozllowing commun iqué, dated
5 Ja_nuéry 1989:

“The United‘ ArabbEmirates learned with‘deép regret news qf‘ the attack by
the United States air force on two Libyan aircraft over.,integnat‘:ional'waters
that resulted in 'thé downin§ of V'two Libyan planes.

"The Uni t:edk Arab Emirates éondemns this tot'ally_unproyok:e'd act of
aggression, which it considers an act of provocation that will increase
tensio‘n‘in the Medit;erranean at.av time when the countries of the world are

- seeking to bﬁild on the improving climate in international relations in order
to promote international peace and security. |

“The United Arab.miratvels, while exp'rkessing its sql idarity with the
brotherly Arab people of Libya, urges restraint»iandi pfudence in7dealing with
the situation in order to achieve peace,‘s‘ecurity‘and stability ih th:evaiddle
East.“ | |
No one can uncouple this fresh act of aggression .égainst Libya from the

previous act of aggression committed by the United States air vforce against Libya
that resulted in the martyrdbm and injuty of many civilians, incl.u'ding women and
children, as well as damage to civilian and';esi.dential quarters. It cannot be

viewed as separate from the escalation of tension by the United States
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Administration against Libya. This fresh act of aggression is part of an
orchestrated campaign of aggression and provocation against Libya.

We call upon the Government of the United States, as a permanent member of the
‘Becurity Council and one ofrthe two super-Power s with‘special responsibilities
regarding the maintenance of international peace and security, to opt for dialogue
instead of confrontation, to seek understanding instead of provocation, and to
_ refrain from resorting to the use of force and, instead, move towards the beacefull
séttlement of all outstanding issues between them.

In.conélusion, I,should,like‘tovexpress our sbLida:ity,withvand support for
the brotherly people of Libya in preserving its independence and dignity. We stand
by it in defending its national territory and sovereignty against any act of
aggression.

.The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of the United Arab Emirates

for his kind words addressed to me.
- The next speaker on my list is the representative of the German Democratic
Republic. I invite him to take a place at the Council table and. to make his

statement.

Mr . ZACHMANN (German Demockatic Republic): - Allow me at the outset to
congratulate you, Sir, on your assumption of the presidency of the Security Council
for fhe month of January and to wish you the best of success in.the discharge of
‘yourlresponsibilities. At the same time, my delegation would like to express its
appreciation for the effective way in which the representative of;Japan, Ambassador
Hideo Ragami, presided over the Council's work in December..

My delegation takes this opportunity to express its deepest sympathy on the

demise of His Majesty Emperor Hirohito of Japan.
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’1_‘he German Demdcratic Republic welcomes the new members of the’ Security
Council. We are convinced that thgir constructive co-op'erration will give important
impetus to the Council's activitj.es.

I thank you, Mr. President, and the other members of the Council for giving me
the opportunity to pué forward the position of the Gérman Democratic ‘ﬁepublié
regarding fhématter under consideration. |

Wor ld publicropinion is greatly concerned over the recent deter ioration of the
rsituation in the southern Méditerranean. The people and Government of the German
Democratic Repubhc fully share this concern. The downing 'of_two Libyan aircraft
by Unii:ed Statés armed forces is an aggressive act for which thére is no
justification whatsoe?er.’ We view such acts and the continued th_reap of the use of.
force against Libya as a heavy,burden that is being placed on.the process of .
'improving the intérnational situation, a process in which prrogr'ess‘ was achieved,
éspecially last year.

There is an urgent need in the ‘inte'tests' of peace and s’e’curi'ty in tfie region
"~ to d1sp1ay level-headedness and readiness to negotiate ‘80 as to avoid further
confrontation and an aggravation of the situation. This is all the more necessary
since in the nuclear age military actions can cause chain reactions'wi’th
| devastating effeéts.

Angl, ‘rightly, world public opinion ié oconcerned that intenStfied effort’é,'by
thé international vcommuvnity' to‘ é.olvé disputes and conflicts exclusively by péace'f.ul
means are being torpedoed and placed in 'je'opardy thoughtl‘essly. At a time when
peaceful solutions are bound to be brought to var ious régional conﬁlicts. an
obsolete “instrumentality such as the policy of cdnfrontation has iong been outjbf

date. That applies even more to the sorely afflicted Middle East zegion. It is €0
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berhopédiAthefeforE, that the constructive offer made by the leader of the Libyan
“ Arab ng&hiriya, Colonel Muammar Qadd#fi,'to start direct talké>ﬁith the Onited
States administration to settle the conflict will not be turned down.

 The German Democratic Republic supports the consistent effofts b& many
littoral States of the Mediterfénean to create a zone in the region free from
nuclear and chemical heapohs. Such efforts should, iike further:Steps tb solve
regional conflicts, be characteristic of thé~year 1989, which has oniy'just begun.
The German Democratic Repubiic‘stAnds resolutely in favour qfvsqlving thércﬁnfiicts
in Africa, the Middie East and all over the world peacefully throughrnegotiations;
It will continue to stand in solidarity with the States and peoplesvfiéhting‘for
their sovereignty and independence. | ' ( ‘

We.believe that the new Soviet disarmament initiatives, which were welcomed
throughout the world, should not be responded to with threats and violence. It is
urgently required that dialogue, understanding, oommbn sense and realiém be
strengthened in order to make the process of disarmament and détente that has been

started in international relations irreversible.
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The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of the German Democratic
Republic for his kind words addressed to me. .

The next speaker is the representative of Ramania. 1 ihvite him to také a
place at the Council table and to make a statement.

Mr. TANASIE (Romania)z My delegation joins with prévﬁous-speakers in
conveying to the Japanese Government and people our deep,condoiences oh(the demiéé
of His Majesty Empefor Hirohito.

Let me first of all extend to you, Sir, my sincere congratulations on youi
assumption of the presidency of the'Security‘Council for the'current month‘and on
Malaysia's election to‘menbership‘of tﬁe Council, a country with which Romania is
developing‘relations of friendship and co-operation in all fields. We arei
convinced that under your able guidance the work ofvthe Council will Se crowned
with success.

I also express to your predecessor, the Ambassador of Japan, our appreciatiéﬁ
- for his‘performance as président of the Council during.the month of Décembér.

Our‘conératulations go equally to the otherbnew members of the Counéiluupon
their election to this prestigious Uniied_Nétions body . |

Coming now to the item under considerétion in the Security Council, I would
like to state from the very beginning that public opinion in Romania took note with
deep cohcern and disappfoval of the doWhing by United States military aircféft of
two Libyan planes. In our opinion, this military attack and the ﬁassive presence
of American military forces strongly equipéed with combat teéhnidues are conducive

to increasing tension in that part of the Mediterranean.
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It is obvious that the downing of the »Liby‘an aircraft has created a
‘ particular}_.y dangerous situation for peace.'r That is why it is necessary to put aﬁ
immediate’ end to acts of foree and demonstrations of force in order to ensure
_b respect for the right of the Libyan' peopie, as well as the right of all other.
peoples, to indepenoence, sovereigotf_; security and Vpeace.

This serious eV'ent in -the Mediterraneah further highligh'ts';ﬁle emerging grave
~-situation emerging for ‘the peaeer and;security of peoples ooing' to the presence of
: military fleets aod demonstratione of force in international waters.

Romania s position on such 1ssues is well—known. We take this opportumty to
reaffirm that foreign military vessels should be withdrawn from mternatmnal
.waters, that the oceans and seas should be free from any military presence and that

demonstrations of force in proximity to the frontiers of other States should be

ended.

Romania stands with determination for the use of international airspace only
for peaceful purposes and for the prohibition of any military exercises and actions
“in that airspace. At the same time the Socialist Repubiic of R:mania expresses its
solidarity with the aspirations of the LibyanvArab Jamahiriya to ensuring its
freedom and independence. “ | |

In deploring tﬁefdowning of the Libyan planes by American arr;led forces in the>
Mediterranean, Romaniardema'nos that such acts should not be repeatedvand‘that a
" -high sense of responsibility for the 'security of all ountries and the defence of :

the general interests of world peace should be demons trated by all parties.
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The PRESIDENT: I thank the rebresentétive of Pomania for his kind words
addressed to me.
The next spéaker is the rep:esentative of Czechoslovakia. I invite him to
take a place at the Council table and to make a statement.

Mr., ZAPOTOCKY (Czechoslovakia):s First of all, Sir, I wish to express my

pleasure at your assumption of the presidency of the Security Council in January
and to wish you much success in _this responsible post. I take this opportunity to
voice my recognition to the Permanent Repr’esentative of Japan, Ambassador

Hideo Kagami, for exerting commendable endeavoufs and employing the best of his
abili‘ties to ensure the success of the Security Council's wdrk in Decemb’er. I also
wish to express ouf appreciation to the other outgoing members of the Council and
to welcome Canada, c°1ombia,k Ethiopia, Finland and your country, Mr.‘ President, as
new members of the Council.

I take this opportunity to convey our condolences to the Japanese delégation
and Government on f.he death of Eméeror Hirohito.,

The Czechoslovak Socialist Republic is gravely concerned with the tragic
incident of thé downing of two Libyan reconnaissance aircraft by United States
military planes. This act, which constitutes a vioiation of international law, is_
in direct contradiction to the positive trends in the development of international
relations and poses a threat.to the situation in Atﬁe Mediterranean and in the
Middle East regipns. Tt has reminded us once again that peace can be fragile and
must be treated as such. This is not the first time that we have witnessed a
serious event when it is not easy for the Security Council to ascertain all details

and circumstances. Nevertheless, the broader context of this case is generally

well-known.
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It is EeYOnd any dispute. that this incident has been brought about to a
‘significant degree by the exacerbation of tensions caused dur ing recent‘weeks by
the American threats against Libya. These threats based on inconclusive
accusations against Libya csncerning its intended production of chemical weapons,
as.well as the demonstrations of the United States military presence close to the
Libyan border, have generated an atmosphere of mistrust and suspicion. 1In such a
situation any single, even routine, military maﬁoeuvre caﬁ éive rise to a
misunderstanding involvidg theirisk of tragic events. In the conditions of such a
psychosis a failure of the human factor, with tragic consequences, has actually
occurred in this case, as in that of the shooting down of the Iranian airliner by a
" .United States battleship in the Persian Gulf last July.
| In the circumstances, in which the cited "hostile intent" of Libyan planes was
‘based exclusively on a subjectivevassessmest by American pilots acting in an
.obvious psychosis of hostility, the use of armed force cannot be justified by
references to the right of self-defence pursuant to Article 51 of the Charter. An
indispensable condition of the exercise of such a right is the objective existence
of circumstances provided by the’Charter. Their existence cannot be confused with
subjective perceptions of military commanders. Otherwise, the provisions of
Article 51 on self-defence would cease to be a mere exception to the general ban on
the use of armed force and become, cohversely; an instrument of domplete and

irreversible destruction of this ban.
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Again, it has been confirmed that large concentrations of military forces and
combat facilities in crisis areas create conditions for an escalation of tensﬁon
and for the outbreak of arned conflicts whose ramifications can bg perilous for
wor 14 peaceband securiry.‘ \ |

The world made a bertain degree of progress last year in the soluthou of
prolonged and complicated probléms, andvoptimiétic hopes for the successful
pronnthau of this positive process have been commonly shared for this‘year as
well. | |

An inseparable part of this deveiopment is the strengthehing’of'thgrrole and
prestige of the Security Council as a body that bears the maih‘responsibility for -
the preservation of international peace and security. In thisucontéxt, the
international community has the full right to expect the permanent members of the
Security Council in particular to serve as an e#ample in their behaviour towards
other States, to comply‘strictly with international law and to act with restraiht,
especially in areas of tension. We want to believe that the United States will
come to realize these facts and reassess its policy that has thus far repeatedly
led the Council to consider dangerous incidents which are prone to spark new

hotbeds of tension. The demand for such a change is the imperative of our times..

The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of*CzechosiOvakia for his kind
words addressed to me. |
The next‘speaker‘is Mr. Solly Simelaue, to_whom‘rhe Council has extended an
invitation under rule 39 of its provisional rules of procedure. I 1uvite him to
take a place at the Council table and to make his statemeuu.

Mr. SIMELANE: I should like to join all those who have spoken before me .

in extending to you, Sir, our warm congratulations>on your assumption,of the
presidency of the Security Council for the month of January and in w1shing you

success in the discharge of your respon51b1e tasks.
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It gives me pleasure to express our thanks and appreciation to your
predecessor, Ambassador Hideo Kagami, Permanent Represeﬁtative of Japan, for his
successful conduct of the work of the Council dur ing the month of December.

I should also like to congratulate the new members of the Council and wish
them all success in their new tasks.

The African Nationai Congress (ANC) has learnt with disbelief of the United
States attack on two Libyan planes over infernational waters. We disbelieved it
because the United States Administration'gave the impression that in southern

. Africa it was working towards a peaceful settlement of regionai conflicts., If it
‘is their policy peacefully to resolve regional conflicts in one region, why do they
not follow the same path in another region, hamely, northern Africa?

Since the ANC has for a long time wgloomed and supported the principles of B
inter-African solidarity which were enshrined in the charter of’the Orgénization of |
African Unity1 it is only natural that today we express our solidarity with a
victim of aggression being carried out at random by the United States of America.
The noble {deas which inspired the anti-—colonial and anti-racist struggles of
African people are deeply rooted iﬁ the history of our continent and they have been
vividly upheld through the years of struggling fér national liberation and
independence. Because the action by the United States might set false precedenté
and further escalate the serious situation in that part of the African continent,
we cannot but deplore such a flagrant departure from normal behaviour in
international relations.

This unfortunate event takes place at a time when the struggle in South Africa
is reaching a climax with hopes of peace throughout the contingnt. Acts of
aggression such as these not only run counter to the course of the history of our
‘continent but also poiéon'the atmosphere which feérns for international peace and

security.
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Our struggle in Sduth Africa, our struggle for natiOnai liberation, our
anti-racist and anti-colonial struggle is basically and closely connected with the
si:ruggle for peace_ﬁorldwide._ That .is) so for the §imp1e reason that a'paftheid_ is
not only a negation of peace but it also kills people every day and enjoys the
collaboration of those forces that call us terrorists. |

We call upon the inte;national ocommunity to ocondemn those_actS: of aggression

and to demonstrate its commitment to the cause of peace.

The PRESIDENT: I thank Mr. Simelane for his kind words addressed to me.
The next speaker is the representative of Poland. I invite him to take a

place at the Council table and to make his statement.

Mr, NOWORYTA (Polénd) : I should like to extend my sincere appreciation
to the members of the Security Council for giving me the hqnour« and the oppor tunity
to address theVCouncil. |

We have learned Qith sorrow of the passing of Hi‘s Majesty Emp‘erorrﬂirohito of -
Japan. We are aware of his contfibution .to building modern Japan. I should like
to transmit our sincere condolences to the Government and people of Japan on this
heavy léss.' |

Mr. President, we are ‘extremely pleased to see ryou presiding over the
deliberations of the Counc_il‘ for the month of January. You are a representative of -
the friendly comtry of Malaysia, with which Poland enjoys relations of fruitful
co-operation marked by your own coﬁtribution as your country,‘s represéntativ’e to
Poland in the recen£ paist. I am sure that your di!plomati,c skills and‘experience,
will be a great asset; in the vwork of the Council. | »

| It gives me pleasure_ to express our appreciation to your predecessor,
Ambassador Hideo KRagami, PermanAenkt: Representative of Japan,. for his succéssful

conduct of the business of the Council last month.
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We learned with concern and apprehension of the incident résﬁlting in the
shootiné’dOWn'of~two Libyan aircraft off the ooast of Libya.i Our concern is a11-
the greatgﬁ because thiS'sefious incidént took place early this year following =
encoutag%rg developments  in tﬁe international situation and thé,emerging‘trend '
towards‘the settlement of conflicts in different parts of the world that marked the
year -1988. This incident deﬁbnstratesrhowbsuspicion breeds tensibns that lead to
undermining1the safety of aircraft in international airspace, téises the sehserof
insecurity in the area and threatens overall international peace and‘security.

We follow with great concern the growing tension in relations between the
United States and bibya resulting.also from the threat to,undertake‘military action
against the chemical factory in Rabta, which is alleged to be a élant for the
rproductidn of chemical weapons, irrespective of the unprécedented offer made by the
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya to make it the subject of international inspection.r'

As stated by the spokesman of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on
6 January 1989, Poland haérstressed on ndmerous occasions the need'strictly to
abide by the principle enshrined in the the United Nations Charter to iefrain from -

- the threat or use of force-in'international‘relations. That is 6f particular

importance today when the new climate in international relations needs further

.consolidation.

At
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The discussion in the Council and the’universal concern lest the incident

: provoke»more serious consequences testifies to the new sense of common
responsibility for interna_tional security which is gaining ground in the
international community. It also highlights the need to adopt practical measures
to strengthen securitﬁy in the Mediterranean. Poland supports the proposal to turn
the Mediterranean intb a zone of peace and co-operation.

We also took note with great interest of the statement of Mr. Muammar Qaddéfir
who urged diélogue between the United Statés and Libya in order to tesoLve disputes
between the two nation#. We join other delegations which in -their statements to
the Council have appealed for .the exercise of restraint and the prevention of
further escalation of ténsion, as well as for the settlement of disputes by
political meané. for we are all aware of the need to avoid incidents and political
actions which threaten to disturb the creative process of improving the-

international situation.

The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of Polahd for his kind words

addressed to me.

The next speaker 1s the representative of Yemen. I invite him to take a placeé
at the Council table and to make his statement.

Mr . MANSOUR (Yemen) (interpretation from Arabic)s: Allow me at the
outset, Mr. President, to convey on behalf of the delegation of the Yemen Arab
Republic sincere condolences and deep sympathy to the delegation of friendly Japan
upon the passing away of Emperor Hirohito.

Because of the excellent 'r'elations that our two counti:ies en-j‘oy; Sir, my
delegation féels great pleasure at seeing the delegation of friendly Malaysia
occupying the lofty post of President off this important international forum. We
are also pleased and gratified to see you personally presiding over the Council.

We are fully confident that your diplomatic experience and great skill will enable
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‘the'r Council to achieve constructive results that Qill establish jus'tide and
eliminate inj‘ustice. | | |

Allow ‘me to take_‘this- opportunity also to express my delegation's apprecation
to Ambassador Kagami of ,:friendly Japan for the exemplary manner in which hé guided o
the Council's: deiit;’eratiOns last month. | |

At the same tme, I wish /to' express my delegatibn's cbngratulations to the new -
members of the' Ség:ur-ity Council, wishing them every success in ‘the noble tasks that
‘the Couqcil shouldets. |

~ I also wish to express our thanks to the outgoing members of the Council for
:their outstanding contributions to the cause of establishing peace and maintaining
international peace and security. |

Laé.t year, 1988, was fﬁl'llof positive deveiopmenﬁs in 'compérison with previous
years4. Wisdom prevailed in the‘ itreatment of soine of the co:ﬁpl'éx issues which had
caused ‘peace and éééurity to deteriorate.r'_lt‘ was only natﬁral that we should start
at the very begi'nn‘}ing of this year to deal with issues that continue to cause us ‘
all oconcern, foremost among which . is tﬁe question of rthe Middle East. It was only
nat;ira; that we should not let ithe'op‘portunity of intei:national détente slip away
without its bearing fruit.

We believe thét the events of 4 January constitute a blatant ptobocation,'
affecting not only a small country, Libya, but thé ‘whole proceSs of peace and
security. The 7f1 ims'yve_xcuse advanced by those who committed the act of aggression
against the two Libyénf_"jéts is more distasteful than the action itseélf. After
widespread disinformatid‘n ‘caméa:lghsb against Libya,u false aééu‘satién’s and threats to
attack ithe pharmaceuti.cearl pl‘antA, aftef the rfovement of aircraft carriers, .
‘sub’marines' -and'other militéfy»ves#éls' to the‘vicinity of the te‘rrito'r‘ial watevrs‘ ofbl

a small coun.tr'y that had previously more than once been the victim of aggression,



JP/sk ~ S/PV. 2840
' 43-45

(Mr . Mansour, Yemen).

we are told here that all of that was routine. Those routine actions can only
remind us of the obsolete, outdated policy of brinkmanship.

It is our hope that the new United States Administration will rectify'the‘
errors of the old Administ;ation, that the respect for and prestige of
international legitimacy will be restored, that constructive dialogue:will replace
threats and warniﬁgs, and in particular that the leadership of the friendly Soviet.
Union will succeed in a policy of building international relations free from
tension, a policy of peaceful coexistence even with those who hoid different
opinions. We wonder whether the new United States Administration will work in the
same spirit, not only in its relations withvotherrmajot Powers but also in its
relations with all the other qountries of the world. Let us hope so0.

buring the past weék I have not heard the voice of one State supporting this
ugly act of aggression. The only voice in support was that of Tel Aviv, which
rejoices at anything that may result in undermining peéce and security in the
region, so that it may contihue fo occupy the tetritorie$ of others. and to oppress
the Arab population.

My delegation hopes that the Council will succeed iﬁ finding the prudent way
to put an end to aggressioﬁ and harassment as well as to find the avenues leading
"to peace and security and stability in fhe Middle East;

I wish in conclusion to read out the official commmiqué of Ehe,femen‘Arab
Republic of 4 January concerning the armed act of aggression carried 6ﬁt by the
United States against Libya. It reads as follows:

"It is with grave concern‘that the Yemen Arab Republic has followed the
reports of the interception by United States aircraft of two Libyan jets and

the downing of those jets over international waters in the Mediterranean.
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' "The Yemen Aréb Republic, while expressing its indignation at tbat
blatant act of aggression against the Socialist People's Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya, dénounces'that piovocativé act, which does not serve‘the cause of
“international peace and security and which also constitutes a 5latant
diolétion of the United Nations Charter.

"The Yemen Afab Republic reaffirms that the continued harasément by thé
United Stat;s of America of the sisterly Libyan Arab Jamahiriya serves ﬁeifher
'Athé futute 6f American-Aréb relatidns nor intérnational endeavours to to

achieve peéce; security and stability‘inbthe Middle East.”

Thg PRESIDENT: I thank the reprgsen;ativerof Yemen for his kind words
addressed to me. .
The represenEatiQe‘éf the Libyan Arab Jém&hiriya hés asked‘to make a
statement, and I now call upon him. |
Mr; TREIKI (Libyan Arab Jémahiriya)(interpretation from Arabid)i I
shoﬁld likeito join the voice of my deiégation torthdse wﬁo have'expressed their
condbléhées to the delegation of Japan on the passing away of His Majesty
Emperor Hirohito, who had rendered great services to his country and to peace in
deneral.
I do not want to abuse the COuhcil's time, I meiely wish to state that
despite the numerous voices that have been raised to call,for reasoﬁ to prevail and
to appeal to the United States to follow the path of peace and dialogue, énd

despite our continuous assurances at the highest level and our readiness to enter

into dialogue to solve problems and establish peace, the United States has insisted

on continuing its same policy.

The S$ixth Fleet, which is now presentrin the Medite:ranean, has informed the
Libyan civil aviation authorities that it will undertake manoeuvres in the airspace
of the Jamahiriya to the east of Benghazi on 16 and 17 of this month, fremvS a.m.

P



RM/20 S/PVv,2840
47

(Mr. Treiki, Libyan Arab Jamahir iya)

to 4 p.m. That sahe sourcé that contacted the Libyan civil aviation authorities
has confirmed that those manoeuvres and exercises willlaffect air traffic and may
cancel it in the area. We wanted to inform the Council of that serious and‘new
development in the area.

Mr. OKUN (United States of Aﬁerica): The statement we have just heard
from the representative of Libya concerns an announcémént of my Government
concerﬁing abfuture actioﬁ. ‘I find it hard to believe, in the absenqe of the
statemené itéelf, that we said we would conduct air operations in the airspace of
Libya. That, to me, is simply not credible,’ Perhaps this concerns a:
misunderstanding on the part of the Libyan Government, but in any case, I would _
like at this point, not héving seen the statement and having only heard the
statement of the representative of Libya,.to reserve our right to bring to the

Council the facts in the matter.

The PRESIDENT: There are no further speakers inscribed on the list for
this meeting. The next meeting of the Security Council to continue consideration
of the item on the agenda will take place tomorrow, Wednesday, 11 January 1989, at

3.30 p.m.

The meeting rose at 6.45 p.m,



