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2005/14. Human rightsand unilateral coer cive measures
The Commission on Human Rights,
Recalling the purposes and the principles of the Charter of the United Nations,

Recalling also its resolution 2004/22 of 16 April 2004 and taking note of
Genera Assembly resolution 59/188 of 20 December 2004,

Sressing that unilateral coercive measures and legislation are contrary to international
law, international humanitarian law, the Charter of the United Nations and the norms and

principles governing peaceful relations among States,

Recognizing the universal, indivisible, interdependent and interrelated character of all
human rights and, in this regard, reaffirming the right to development as a universal and

inalienable right and an integral part of al human rights,

Expressing its concern about the negative impact of unilateral coercive measuresin the

field of human rights, development, international relations, trade, investment and cooperation,

Recalling that the World Conference on Human Rights, held in Vienna from 14 to
25 June 1993, called upon States to refrain from any unilateral measure not in accordance with
international law and the Charter of the United Nations that creates obstacles to trade relations
among States and impedes the full realization of all human rights, and also severely threatens the
freedom of trade,

Deeply concerned that, despite the resol utions adopted on this issue by the
Genera Assembly, the Commission and United Nations conferences held in the 1990s and
their five-year reviews, and contrary to norms of international law and the Charter of the
United Nations, unilateral coercive measures continue to be promulgated, implemented and
enforced, inter alia through resorting to war and militarism, with all their negative implications
for the social-humanitarian activities and economic and social development of developing
countries, including their extraterritorial effects, thereby creating additional obstacles to the full
enjoyment of all human rights by peoples and individuals under the jurisdiction of other States,
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Reaffirming that unilateral coercive measures are a major obstacle to the implementation

of the Declaration on the Right to Devel opment,

Recalling article 1, paragraph 2, common to the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights which
provides, inter alia, that in no case may a people be deprived of its own means of subsistence,

1 Urges all States to stop adopting or implementing unilateral coercive measures
not in accordance with international law, international humanitarian law, the Charter of the
United Nations and the norms and principles governing peaceful relations among States, in
particular those of a coercive nature with extraterritorial effects, which create obstaclesto trade
relations among States, thus impeding the full realization of the rights set forth in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and other international human rights instruments, in particular the

right of individuals and peoples to development;

2. Srongly objects to the extraterritorial nature of those measures which, in addition,
threaten the sovereignty of States and, in this context, calls upon all Member States neither to
recogni ze these measures nor apply them, as well asto take effective administrative or legidative
measures, as appropriate, to counteract the extraterritorial application or effects of unilateral

COercive measures;

3. Condemns the continued unilateral application and enforcement by certain Powers
of such measures as tools of political or economic pressure against any country, particularly
against developing countries, with aview to preventing these countries from exercising their

right to decide, of their own free will, their own political, economic and social systems,

4. Reiteratesits call upon Member States that have initiated such measures to abide
by the principles of international law, the Charter of the United Nations, the declarations of the
United Nations and world conferences and relevant resolutions and to commit themselves to
their obligations and responsibilities arising from the international human rights instruments to
which they are parties by putting an immediate end to such measures,
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5. Reaffirms, in this context, the right of all peoples to self-determination, by virtue
of which they freely determine their political status and freely pursue their economic, social and

cultural development;

6. Recalls that, according to the Declaration on Principles of International Law
concerning Friendly Relations and Cooperation among States in accordance with the Charter of
the United Nations, contained in the annex to General Assembly resolution 2625 (XXV) of
24 October 1970, and according to the relevant principles and provisions contained in the
Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States proclaimed by the General Assembly in its
resolution 3281 (XXIX) of 12 December 1974, in particular article 32, no State may use or
encourage the use of economic, political or any other type of measures to coerce another Statein
order to obtain from it the subordination of the exercise of its sovereign rights and to secure from

it advantages of any kind;

7. Reaffirms that essential goods such as food and medicines should not be used as
toolsfor palitical coercion and that under no circumstances should people be deprived of their

own means of subsistence and development;

8. Underlines that unilateral coercive measures are one of the major obstacles to the
implementation of the Declaration on the Right to Development and, in this regard, calls upon all
States to avoid the unilateral imposition of economic coercive measures and the extraterritorial
application of domestic laws which run counter to the principles of free trade and hamper the
development of developing countries, as recognized by the Intergovernmental Group of Experts

on the Right to Development in its report on its second session (E/CN.4/1998/29);

9. Rejects al attempts to introduce unilateral coercive measures, as well asthe
increasing trend in this direction, including through the enactment of laws with extraterritorial

application which are not in conformity with international law;

10. Recognizes that the Declaration of Principles adopted at the first phase of the
World Summit on the Information Society, held in Genevain December 2003, strongly urged

States to avoid and refrain from any unilateral measure in building the Information Society;
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11.  Invitesonce again all special rapporteurs and existing thematic mechanisms of the
Commission in the field of economic, social and cultural rights to pay due attention, within the
scope of their respective mandates, to the negative impact and consequences of unilateral

COercive measures;

12. Decides to give due consideration to the negative impact of unilateral coercive

measures in its task concerning the implementation of the right to development;
13. Requests:

(@  The United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, in discharging her
functionsin relation to the promotion and protection of human rights, to pay due attention and

give urgent consideration to the present resolution;

(b) The Secretary-General to bring the present resolution to the attention of all
Member States and to seek their views and information on the implications and negative effects
of unilateral coercive measures on their populations, and to submit a report thereon to the

Commission on Human Rights at its sixty-second session,

14. Decides to examine this question, on a priority basis, at its sixty-second session

under the same agenda item.

50th meeting

14 April 2005

[Adopted by arecorded vote of 37 votesto 14,
with 2 abstentions. See chap. X.]

2005/15. Adverse effects of theillicit movement and dumping
of toxic and danger ous products and wastes on the
enjoyment of human rights

The Commission on Human Rights,
Guided by the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,

the International Covenants on Human Rights and the Vienna Declaration and Programme of

Action, particularly on the question of the human rights of everyone to life, the enjoyment of the
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highest attainable standard of physical and mental health and other human rights affected by the
illicit movement and dumping of toxic and dangerous products, including the rights to clean

water, food, adequate housing and work,

Recalling its earlier resolutions on the subject, in particular, resolutions 2003/20 of
22 April 2003 and 2004/17 of 16 April 2004,

Taking into consideration the Johannesburg Declaration on Sustainable Devel opment
(A/CONF.199/20 and Corr.1, chap. I, resolution 1, annex) and Plan of Implementation
(ibid., resolution 2, annex), adopted by the World Summit on Sustainable Development held in
Johannesburg, South Africa, in September 2002,

Wel coming the entry into force of the Convention on the Prior Informed Consent
Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade as a key

instrument providing States with a major tool to reduce the risks associated with pesticide use,

Underlining the importance of broad dissemination of information regarding legislation
on this subject and the negative effects on health of the transportation and dumping of illicit

products and toxic wastes,

Affirming that the illicit movement and dumping of toxic and dangerous products and
wastes constitute a serious threat to human rights, including the right to life, the enjoyment of the
highest attainable standard of physical and mental health and other human rights affected by the
illicit movement and dumping of toxic and dangerous products, including the rights to clean
water, food, adequate housing and work, particularly of individual developing countries that do

not have the technologies to process them,

Noting that the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants has the potential

to address serious issues of concern, especially for devel oping countries,

Reaffirming that the international community must treat all human rightsin afair and

equal manner, on the same footing and with the same emphasis,

Reiterating that all human rights are universal, indivisible, interdependent and
interrel ated,
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Reaffirming General Assembly resolution 50/174 of 22 December 1995 on strengthening
of United Nations action in the field of human rights through the promotion of international

cooperation and the importance of non-selectivity, impartiality and objectivity,

Mindful of the call by the World Conference on Human Rights on all States to adopt and
vigorously implement existing conventions relating to the dumping of toxic and dangerous

products and to cooperate in the prevention of illicit dumping,

Aware of theincreasing rate of illicit movement and dumping by transnational
corporations and other enterprises from industrialized countries of hazardous and other wastesin
devel oping countries that do not have the national capacity to deal with them in an

environmentally sound manner,

Awar e also that many developing countries do not have the national capacities and
technol ogies to process such wastes in order to eradicate or diminish their adverse effects on
human rights, including the right to life, the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of
physical and mental health, and other human rights affected by the illicit movement and dumping
of toxic and dangerous products, including the rights to clean water, food, adequate housing and

work,

1 Takes note of the report of the Special Rapporteur on the adverse effects of the
illicit movement and dumping of toxic and dangerous products and wastes on the enjoyment of
human rights (E/CN.4/2005/45 and Add.1);

2. Appreciates the efforts made by the Special Rapporteur in carrying out his

mandate with very limited resources for such atask;

3. Categorically condemns theillicit dumping of toxic and dangerous products and

wastes in devel oping countries;

4. Reaffirms that illicit traffic in and dumping of toxic and dangerous products and
wastes constitute a serious threat to human rights, including the right to life, the enjoyment of the
highest attainable standard of physical and mental health and other human rights affected by the
illicit movement and dumping of toxic and dangerous products, including the rights to clean

water, food, adequate housing and work;
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5. Urges all Governments to take appropriate legislative and other measures, in line
with their international obligations, to prevent theillegal international trafficking in toxic and
hazardous products and wastes, the transfer of toxic and hazardous products and wastes through
fraudulent waste-recycling programmes, and the transfer of polluting industries, industrial
activities and technol ogies, which generate hazardous wastes, from devel oped to developing

countries;

6. Invites the United Nations Environment Programme, the secretariats for the
Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Their
Disposal and the Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain
Hazardous Pesticides in International Trade, the Commission on Sustainable Devel opment, the
International Register of Potentially Toxic Chemicals, the Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations, the International Labour Organization, the World Health Organization and
regional organizations to continue to intensify their coordination and international cooperation
and technical assistance on environmentally sound management of toxic chemicals and

hazardous wastes, including the question of their transboundary movement;

7. Requests the Governments of developed countries, together with international
financial institutions, to provide financial assistance to African countries for the implementation
of the Programme of Action adopted at the First Continental Conference for Africaon the
Environmentally Sound Management of Unwanted Stocks of Hazardous Wastes and Their
Prevention, held in Rabat, from 8 to 12 January 2001,

8. Expresses its appreciation to the relevant United Nations bodies, in particular the
United Nations Environment Programme and the secretariat for the Basel Convention, for the
support extended to the Special Rapporteur and urges them and the international community to

continue to give him the necessary support to enable him to discharge his mandate;

9. Urges the international community and the relevant United Nations bodies, in
particular the United Nations Environment Programme and the secretariat for the
Basel Convention, to continue to give appropriate support to devel oping countries, upon their
reguest, in their efforts to implement the provisions of existing international and regional

instruments controlling the transboundary movement and dumping of toxic and dangerous
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products and wastes in order to protect and promote human rights, including the right to life, the
enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health and other human
rights affected by the illicit movement and dumping of toxic and dangerous products, including

the rights to clean water, food, adequate housing and work;

10.  Urgesall Governmentsto ban the export of toxic and dangerous products,
substances, chemicals, pesticides and persistent organic pollutants that are banned or severely

restricted in their own countries;

11.  Callsupon countries that have not done so to consider ratifying the

Rotterdam Convention and the Stockholm Convention;

12.  Urges States to strengthen the role of national environmental protection agencies
and non-governmental organizations, local communities and associations, trade unions, workers

and victims, and provide them with the legal and financial means to take necessary action;

13.  Urges human rights bodies to be more systematic in addressing violations of
rights associated with the practices of multinational companies, toxic waste and other

environmental problems;

14.  Urgesthe Special Rapporteur to continue to undertake, in consultation with the
relevant United Nations bodies, organizations and the secretariats of relevant international
conventions, a global, multidisciplinary and comprehensive study of existing problems and new
trends of, and solutionsto, illicit traffic in and dumping of toxic and dangerous products and
wastes, in particular in developing countries, as well as in those sharing borders with devel oped
countries, with aview to making concrete recommendations and proposal's on adequate measures

to control, reduce and eradicate these phenomena;

15.  Callsupon countries to facilitate the work of the Special Rapporteur by providing

information and inviting him to undertake country visits;

16.  Invitesthe Special Rapporteur, in accordance with his mandate, to include in his
report to the Commission at its sixty-second session comprehensive information on:
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(@) Persons killed, maimed or otherwise injured in developing countries through the

illicit movement and dumping of toxic and dangerous products and wastes;

(b) The question of the impunity of the perpetrators of these heinous crimes,
including racially motivated discriminatory practices, and to recommend measures to bring them
to an end that take into account the role of both Governments and private actorsin ending

impunity;

(© Human rights standards applicable to transnational corporations and other

business enterprises that dump toxic and dangerous products and wastes;
(d) The question of rehabilitation of and assistance to victims;

(e The scope of national legidation in relation to transboundary movement and

dumping of toxic and dangerous products and wastes,

) The question of fraudulent waste-recycling programmes, the transfer of polluting
industries, industrial activities and technol ogies from the devel oped to devel oping countries and
their new trends, including e-waste and dismantling of ships, ambiguities in international
instruments that allow illegal movement and dumping of toxic and dangerous products and

wastes, and any gaps in the effectiveness of the international regulatory mechanisms;

17.  Encourages the Special Rapporteur, in accordance with his mandate and with
the support and assistance of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights, to continue to provide Governments with an appropriate opportunity to respond
to alegations transmitted to him and reflected in his report, and to have their observations

reflected in his report to the Commission;

18. Reiteratesits call to the Secretary-General to continue to make all necessary
resources available for the Special Rapporteur to carry out his mandate successfully and, in

particular:

(@) To provide him with adequate financial and human resources, including
administrative support;
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(b) To provide him with the necessary specialized expertise to enable him carry out

his mandate fully;

(© To facilitate his consultations with specialized institutions and agencies, in
particular with the United Nations Environment Programme and the World Health Organization,
with aview to improving the provision by such institutions and agencies of technical assistance

to Governments which reguest it and appropriate assistance to victims;

19.  Urgestransnational corporations and other business enterprisesinvolved in the
transfer of toxic and dangerous products to adhere to local and international health,
environmental, labour and other standards in furtherance of human rights and to promote
technology transfers to devel oping countries that can improve the management of toxic wastes

and dangerous products and prevent their adverse impacts on local communities;

20. Invites the Commission on Sustainable Development to invite the Special
Rapporteur to report to it on the impacts of dumping of toxic and hazardous wastes on human
rights asit relates to the work of that Commission;

21. Decides to continue consideration of this question at its sixty-second session,

under the same agenda item.

50th meeting

14 April 2005

[Adopted by arecorded vote of 37 votesto 13,
with 2 abstentions. See chap. X.]

2005/16. Human rights and extreme poverty
The Commission on Human Rights,

Recalling that, in accordance with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the
International Covenants on Human Rights recognize that the ideal of free human beings enjoying
freedom from fear and want can be achieved only if conditions are created whereby everyone
may enjoy his or her economic, social and cultural rights, aswell as hisor her civil and political

rights,
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Recalling in particular that article 25 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
stipulates that everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the health and
well-being of himself and of his or her family, including food, clothing, housing and medical
care and necessary social services, and the right to security in the event of unemployment,
sickness, disability, widowhood, old age or other lack of livelihood in circumstances beyond

his/her contral,

Recalling also that the eradication of widespread poverty, including its most persistent
forms, and the full enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights and civil and political rights
remain interrelated goals,

Reaffirming that the promotion of al human rights, including the right to development,
and the elimination of extreme poverty can contribute substantially to the promotion and

consolidation of democracy,

Deeply concerned that extreme poverty persistsin all countries of the world, regardless of
their economic, social and cultural situation, and that its extent and manifestations, such as
hunger, trafficking in human beings, disease, lack of adequate shelter, illiteracy and
hopel essness, are particularly severe in developing countries, though acknowledging the

significant progress made in severa parts of the world in combating extreme poverty,

Bearing in mind the relevant provisions of the Vienna Declaration and Programme of
Action, adopted in June 1993 by the World Conference on Human Rights,

Recalling in particular that the World Conference reaffirmed that |east devel oped countries
committed to the process of democratization and economic reforms, many of which arein
Africa, should be supported by the international community in order to succeed in their transition

to democracy and economic devel opment,

Reaffirming that the fight against extreme poverty must remain a high priority for the
international community and bearing in mind in this regard the commitments made in the
Copenhagen Declaration on Social Development and the Programme of Action of the
World Summit for Social Development held in March 1995, at the World Summit on
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Sustainable Development held in Johannesburg, South Africa, in September 2002, as well asthe
Declaration on the tenth anniversary of the World Summit for Social Development, adopted in
February 2005,

Bearing in mind the commitments reaffirmed in the United Nations Millennium
Declaration, particularly to spare no effort to fight against extreme poverty, including the
commitment to halve by 2015 the proportion of the world’s people whose income is less than
one United States dollar a day and the proportion of people who suffer from hunger, and looking

forward to the five-year review of the Declaration to be held in September 2005,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 50/107 of 20 December 1995, in which
the Assembly proclaimed the first United Nations Decade for the Eradication of
Poverty (1997-2006), and the report of the Secretary-General on the implementation of the
Decade (A/55/407),

Bearing in mind the resolutions of the General Assembly on human rights and extreme
poverty, in particular resolution 59/186 of 20 December 2004, and the importance they attach to
giving men and women living in extreme poverty the wherewithal to organize and participate in

all aspects of poalitical, economic and social life,

Recalling the determination of States to eradicate the persistent and increasing burden of
poverty on women, which was reaffirmed during the forty-ninth session of the Commission on
the Status of Women (E/CN.6/2005/L.1),

Recalling also its resolution 2003/22 of 22 April 2003 on women’s equal ownership of,
access to and control over land and the equal rights to own property and to adequate housing,
which recognizes that restrictions on women's equal access to credit and loans, factors

preventing them from owning and inheriting land may contribute to the feminization of poverty,

Stressing the necessity of better understanding the causes and consequences of extreme

poverty,

Stressing also that respect for all human rights, which are indivisible and interdependent,

iscrucial to the fight against extreme poverty,
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Noting that the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization has
chosen the eradication of poverty as a cross-cutting theme of its strategy for 2002-2007,

1. Reaffirms that:

(@) Extreme poverty and exclusion from society constitute a violation of human
dignity and that urgent national and international action istherefore required to eliminate them;

(b) Theright to life encompasses existence in human dignity with the minimum

necessities of life;

(© The existence of widespread absolute poverty inhibits the full and effective
enjoyment of human rights and makes democracy and popular participation fragile;

(d) Concerted efforts to strengthen and consolidate national democratic institutions
and governance are required in order to address the most pressing social needs of people living

in poverty and to promote respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms;

(e For peace and stability to prevail, national action and international action and
cooperation are required for the promotion of abetter lifefor al in larger freedom, acritical

element of which isthe eradication of poverty;

) Political commitment, social justice and equal accessto socia services are
conditions sine qua non for the eradication of poverty, and welcomes in this connection the fact
that States and international organizations have never been so aware of the urgency of winning
the battle against extreme poverty;

(9) It is essential for States to foster participation by the poorest people in the
decision-making process in the societies in which they live and in the realization of human
rights, and for people living in poverty and vulnerable groups to be empowered to help plan,
implement and evaluate policies that affect them, thus enabling them to become genuine partners

in devel opment;
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(h) Specia attention must be given to the plight of women, particularly older women
and women head of household, and children, who often bear the greatest burden of extreme

poverty;
2. Recalls:

(@) The Copenhagen Declaration on Social Development and the Programme of
Action of the World Summit for Social Development;

(b) That, as stated in the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation, good governance
within each country and at the international level is essential for sustainable development; at the
domestic level, sound environmental, social and economic policies, democratic institutions
responsive to the needs of the people, the rule of law, anti-corruption measures, gender equality

and an enabling environment for investment are the basis for sustainable devel opment;

(© That to ensure the protection of the rights of al individuals, non-discrimination
with regard to the poorest and the full exercise of all human rights and fundamental freedoms,
a better understanding is needed of what is endured by people living in poverty, including
women and children, and that thought must be given to the subject, drawing on the experience
and ideas communicated by the poorest themselves and by those committed to working

alongside them;

3. Recognizes the efforts of developing countries, in particular the commitment
and determination of the African leaders, to seriously address the challenges of poverty,
underdevelopment, marginalization, social exclusion, economic disparities, instability and
insecurity, through initiatives such as the New Partnership for Africa’s Development and other
innovative mechanisms such as the World Solidarity Fund for the Eradication of Poverty, and
calls upon developed countries, the United Nations and its specialized agencies, as well asthe
international financial institutions, to provide, through their operational programmes, new and

additional financial resources, as appropriate, to support these initiatives;
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4. Welcomes the increasing number of events associated with the celebration,
on 17 October of each year, of the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty and the
opportunity which these events provide to people and populations living in extreme poverty to

make their voices heard;
5. Expresses its appreciation:

(@) That an integrated approach is being followed by the United Nations system in

addressing the question of extreme poverty;

(b) That the international financial institutions have developed new policies to
strengthen the human and social dimension of their action, and encourages them to continue to

do so;

(© For the initiatives taken in many countries by national education authorities to
raise awareness among all children and young people of the existence of extreme poverty and of
the urgent need for united action to enable al people, especially the poorest and most vulnerable
In society, to exercise their human rights;

6. Takes note of the report of the independent expert (E/CN.4/2005/49);

7. Takes note of the ongoing work of the Sub-Commission on the Promotion and
Protection of Human Rights in accordance with Commission resolution 2001/31 of
23 April 2001,

8. Calls upon:

(@ The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rightsto give
high priority to the question of the relationship between extreme poverty and human rights and
invitesit to further pursue the work in this arega;

(b) The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, the

independent expert on extreme poverty and the Sub-Commission to ensure coordination and
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coherence of their work, in accordance with previous Commission resolutions, and to continue,
in the most appropriate manner, their consultations with the poorest, civil society and interested
States;

(© The United Nations to strengthen poverty eradication as a priority throughout the
United Nations system;

9. Urges States and encourages the private sector and international financial and
devel opment institutions, such as the World Bank and regional development banks, to promote
the participation of the most vulnerable individuals or groups, in particular victims of racism,
racia discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance, in economic, cultural and social
decision-making at all stages, particularly in the devel opment, implementation and assessment
of poverty-aleviation strategies, devel opment projects, and trade and market assistance

programmes;

10. Invites the treaty bodies monitoring the application of human rights instruments,
especially the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the Committee on the Rights
of the Child, the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women and the
Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, to take into account, when considering

the reports of States parties, the question of extreme poverty and human rights;

11. Invites the independent expert to pay special attention to the concrete experiences
of involvement by people living in extreme poverty in the political decision-making and social

[Processes,

12.  Alsoinvites the independent expert, in the framework of his ongoing work on
employment and employability, to continue to focus on the various aspects of the link between

human rights and extreme poverty;

13. Requests the independent expert to report to the Commission at its sixty-second

Session;
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14.  Decidesto consider this question at its sixty-second session under the same

agendaitem.

50th meeting
14 April 2005
[Adopted without avote. See chap. X.]

2005/17. Globalization and itsimpact on the full
enjoyment of all human rights

The Commission on Human Rights,

Guided by the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations, and
expressing in particular the need to achieve international cooperation in promoting and

encouraging respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms for all without distinction,

Reaffirming its resolutions 1999/59 of 28 April 1999, 2001/32 of 23 April 2001, 2002/28
of 22 April 2002, 2003/23 of 22 April 2003 and 2004/24 of 16 April 2004, and
Genera Assembly resolutions 55/102 of 4 December 2000, 56/165 of 19 December 2001,
57/205 of 18 December 2002, 58/193 of 22 December 2003, 58/225 of 23 December 2003 and
59/184 of 20 December 2004,

Affirming that, while globalization offers great opportunities, at present its benefits are
very unevenly shared and costs unevenly distributed, and that devel oping countries face special

difficulties in meeting this challenge,

Underlining that the deep fault line between the rich and the poor that divides human
society and the ever-increasing gap between the devel oped and the devel oping countries pose a

major threat to global prosperity, security and stability,

Reaffirming the Declaration on the Right to Development, adopted by the
Genera Assembly initsresolution 41/128 of 4 December 1986,

Reaffirming also the resolve expressed in the United Nations Millennium Declaration to

ensure that globalization becomes a positive force for the people of the world,
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Realizing that globalization is not merely an economic process, but that it also has social,
political, environmental, cultural and legal dimensions, which have an impact on the full

enjoyment of all human rights,

Realizing also the need to undertake a thorough, independent and comprehensive
assessment of the social, environmental and cultural impact of globalization on societies,

Recognizing that globalization should be guided by the fundamental principles that
underpin the corpus of human rights, such as equality, participation, accountability,
non-discrimination, at both the national and international levels, respect for diversity, tolerance
and international cooperation and solidarity,

Affirming in this regard that multilateral institutions have a unique role to play in meeting
the challenges and opportunities presented by globalization and also affirming the need for these

institutions to recognize, respect and protect all human rights,

Recalling the setback at the Fifth Ministerial Conference of the World Trade
Organization held in Cancun, Mexico, in September 2003 and stressing the importance of
redoubling efforts in working towards a successful and devel opment-oriented conclusion of the
negotiations of the Fourth Ministerial Conference, held in Dohain November 2001, as set out in
the framework agreed in decision adopted by the Genera Council of the World Trade
Organization on 1 August 2004 (the “ July package”) and prior to the forthcoming Sixth
Ministerial Conference to be held in the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, China,

Recalling the Monterrey Consensus (A/CONF.198/11, chap. I, resolution 1, annex)
adopted by the International Conference on Financing for Development, held in Monterrey,
Mexico, in March 2002 and the Johannesburg Declaration on Sustainable Devel opment
(A/CONF.199/20 and Corr.1, chap.l, resolution 1, annex) adopted by the World Summit on
Sustainable Development in September 2002, and taking note of the Declaration of Principles
and the Plan of Action adopted at the first phase of the World Summit on the Information
Society in December 2003,

Taking note with appreciation of the Sdo Paulo Consensus adopted by the United Nations

Conference on Trade and Development at its eleveth session and recognizing its contribution, in
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terms of the three pillars of the mandate of the Conference on consensus-building, research
analysis and technical assistance, towards addressing the growth and devel opmental challenges

faced by the developing countries in the wake of globalization,

Taking note also of the report entitled “ A Fair Globalization: Creating Opportunities
for All” of the World Commission on the Social Dimension of Globalization of the International
Labour Organization, as a contribution to the international dialogue towards fully inclusive and

equitable globalization,

Bearing in mind the positive outcome of the high-level seminar on the right to
devel opment entitled “ Global partnership for development” organized by the Office of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights in Genevaon 9 and 10 February 2004
within the framework of the open-ended working group established to monitor and review

progress made in the promotion and implementation of the right to development,

Wel coming the establishment of the high-level task force, within the framework of the
Intergovernmental Working Group on the Right to Development, with the objective of assisting
the Working Group to fulfil its mandate as contained in paragraph 10 () of the Commission on
Human Rights resolution 1998/72 of 22 April 1998,

Welcoming also the participation in the task force, at itsfirst meeting, of the
representatives of the United Nations Development Programme, the United Nations Children’s
Fund, the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, the World Bank, the
International Monetary Fund and the World Trade Organization,

Underlining the focus on globalization in the future work of the Sub-Commission on
the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights, as reflected in the report of the Chairperson
of the Sub-Commission at its fifty-fourth session (E/CN.4/2003/94), 