
The ~~1AIIZMAN anx~ounccd that the Sccre- 
ta&t was revising annex 5 of the Sub-Commit- 
tee report, and asked the USSR representative 
whether he wished to press the suggestion that 
the general debate should be suspended in the 
meantime. 

Mr, SAKSXN (Union of Soviet Socialist Re- 
publics) thanked the Chair for the mcasurcs 
taken to correct the impe~fccti~ns of the present 
text of the report, He thou&t that the distances 
from the world capitals of each of the proposed 
sites should be listed in the report. 

Mr. G~vax~ovrc (Yugoslavia) disagreed with 
the recommendation formulated by a majority 
of’ the Sub-Cammittce and expressed the opin- 
ion that the London decision concerning a global 
point of view in the selection of the site for the 
perrnancnt headquarters of the United Nations 
should be adhered to, That point of view led 

logically to the selection of the East Coast of 

the United States, ‘and particularly the NCW 
York arca, which constituted a strategic, um- 
versal, and ideal center and which alto had 
numerous technical advantages. 

The selection of San Francisco would result 
in the predominance of a regional point of view 
in the Organisation, with emphasis on Pacific 
Ocean problems. A similar result would be ob- 
tained if the permanent headquarters were situ- 

/ ated in Europe. II~ reluctantly concluded there- 
fore that it would be necessary not to take ad- 
vantage of the gracious offer of the authorities 
and people of the San Francisco Bay area. 

The present disadvantages of the New York 
area, particularly as regards housing and com- 

I 
l’lluting, were well known, but these difficulties 

B were all of a temporary character. While there 

TH-w~ d Lake Success, New-York, je mgrcrgdi 
4 dhmbre 1946, h 15 heures. 

Phident : M. ZULETA ANGEL ( Colombie). 

I.k PI&IDENT annonce que le Sec&tariat 
procEde & la revision de l’annexe 5 du rapport 
du Sous-Cornit et demande au repr&entant de 
I’URSS s’il maintient sa proposition dajourne- 
merit des debats dans l’attente de ce document. 

M. SARSIN (Union des R6publiques social&s 
sovi6tiques) remcrcie le Pr&sident des soins qu’il 
a pris pour assurer la correction des erreurs exis- 
tant dans le texte actuel du rapport. 11 pense 
que la distance qui &pare les capitales du monde 
de chacun des emplacements envisagCs pour le 
siZge doit figurer au rapport. 

M. GAVRILOVIC (Yougoslavie) n’approuve 
pas les recommandations formulies par la ma- 
jorite du Sous-Cornit et il trouve que la d&i- 
sion dc Londres relative A la n&zessitC de rencon- 
trer l’opinion mondiale dans le choix de l’em- 
placement pour Xe sisge permanent des Nations 
Unies devrait &re observee. Ceci aboutirait 
logiquement au choix de la c6te est des Etats- 
Unis et particulierement % celle de la region de 
New-York qui constitue un centre stratigique 
universe1 et idhal, et qui posshde en outre des 
avantages techniques importants. 

Le choix de San-Francisco aurait pour r&ul- 
tat d’accentuer la prddominance d’une tendance 
rkgionaliste de I’Organisation, et donnerait un 
caract& de prioritk aux probl$mes du Paci- 
Fique. Un r&&at analogue serait obtenu si on 
$tablissait le si?ge permanent en Europe. Par 
con&quent, il regrette de devoir refuser les offres 
$nCreuses &nanant des autoritis publiques et de 
la population de la region de San-Francisco. 

Les dtsavantages actuels de la FCgion de 
New-York, et particuli&rement ceux qui ant 
trait au probRme du logement, sont certes bien 
:onnus; mais ils sont uniquement ternporaires. 
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had been some organized protest in the West- 
chester region, there had also been remarkable 
co-operation on the part of the municipal au- 
thorities of New York which had gone SO far as 
to offer, free-of-charge, the excellent area of 
Flushing Meadow Park. If that site were ac- 
cepted, there would be no question of displace- 
ment of residents, of organized protest, of high 
costs of acquiring land. If it should be decided 
in the future that it would be preferable for the 
United Nations to establish its headquarters in 
the form of a self-contained community, the 
future generations would have ample opportuni- 
ties to start afresh. 

The geographical factors also favoured the 
area in the City of New York. Its selection would 
constitute a step towards strengthening, unifying 
and harmonizing the new community of nations. 

l 

Mr. CASTRO (El Salvador) recalled that San 
Francisco had witnessed the birth of the Charter 
of the United Nations. As contrasted with some 
other regions, the hospitality and friendliness of 
the residents of that area had been unstinted. 
The cost of living there would be considerably 
lower than in New York, the climate would be 
much more favourable, and the crowded condi- 
tions which were characteristic of New York and 
which did not seem to improve over the years, 
would not be a factor in the situation at all. As 
regards the distance from the various capitals, 
numerous countries considered San Francisco to 
be much more easily accessible. 

Mr. ROMULO (Philippine Republic > stressed 
that the decision concerning the permanent 
headquarters of the United Nations should be 
taken with a view to future, not present, condi- 
tions. While many of the present Members of 
the Organization were nearer to the East Coast 
of the United States, there were one billion 
persons in the Far East who would form new 
States and who were nearer to the West Coast. 
At any rate, the United Nations would be SO 

important that the statesmen of the world would 
gather at the headquarters of the*Organization 
regardless of the distance, the more SO since 
. aerial routes across the Arctic and the progress 
of air transportation would soon nullify the ques- 
tion of distance. 

It was important to avoid placing the head- 
quarters too near the capital of the United 
States. The delegation: should not be identical 
with the staffs of the various embassies in Wash- 
ington. 

It should also be noted that the military build- 
ings on the Presidio site could easily serve as 
temporary headquarters for the Organization. 
Transportation and communications facilities 
and public utilities were already available. 

Si des bruits de protestation organisge sent par- 
venus de la r6gion de Westchester, la munici- 
palit& de New-York, au contraire, a fait preuve 
d’un esprit de coopCration remarquable, a telle 
enseigne qu’elle a propod, a titre gracieux, l’ex- 
cellent emplacement de Flushing Meadow pour 
lequel il ne sera nullement question d’ex- 
propriation de pcrsonnes, ni de protestation or- 
ganisee, ni de dEbours elev&, Si l’on devait par 
la suite trouver prCfCrable que les Nations 
Unies in&lent leur siege dans une communaut6 
autonome, les g@n&rations futures auraient lar- 
gement le temps de prendre des dispositions nou- 
velles . 

Le facteur geographique parle kgalement en 
faveur de la ville de New-York. Ce choix k hl 
coristituerait un pas vers le renforcement, l’uni- 
fication et l’harmonisation de cette communaute 

mail 

nouvelle des Nations. San 
k es 

M. CASTRO (Salvador) rappelle que San- P lar 

Francisco a 6tt le berceau de la Charte des 9rgar 

Nations Unies. A l’encontre de certaines rP;gions, fbvi 

les habitants de San-Francisco ont don& la ct.s n 

preuve de leur hospitalit et de lcur bonnc vo- cl.3 u 

lontk Le co-i% de la vie y est consid&ablement 4gra 

moins 6levG qu’g New-York; le climat y est plus nnE 

favorable, et l’encombrement si caract&istique !! wal 

de la rCgion new-yorkaise, que les armies ne con- kst 

tribuent pas a ambliorer, n’existe pas dans cette itUrf 

ville. En ce qui concerne la distance qui la Ye 14, 

Spare des diverses capitales, de nombreux pays ktcn 

considerent que San-Francisco est, dans l’en- Frtal 

semble, plus accessible. ?[uar 
fki; 

M. ROMULO (RApublique des Philippines) 
souligne que la dCcision relative au si2ge per- 
manent des Nations Unies doit &re prise en 
consid6ration de l’avenir plut6t que du p&sent. 
Si, parmi les Membres actuels de I’Organisation, 
le plus grand nombre vivent plus p&s de la 
c&e est des Etats-Unis, il existe toutefois en 
Ext&me-Orient un milliard de personnes qui 
formeront un jour de nouveaux Etats plus voi- 
sins de la c&e ouest. En tout cas, l’organisation 
des Nations Unies a une telle importance que les 
hommes d’Etat du monde entier se rencontreront 
a son sikge sans se laisser impressionner par la 
distance qui les en &pare, d’autant plus que la 
traversee des rkgions arctiques par les routes de 
l’air et le developpement des transports a&iens 
auront bient8t r6duit a &ant la question des 
distances. 

I1 importe d’6viter que le siege des Nations 
Unies se situe trop pr2s de la capitale des Etats- 
Unis, et que les dr%gations Goient choisies parmi 
le personnel des diverses ambassades 2~ Wash- 
ington. _ 

“pm 
Ghiri 

R 
3 1 

On doit 6galement tenir compte du fait que 
les bgtiments militaires situ& sur l’emplacement 
du Presidio pourront etre utilisCs cornme si&ge 
temporaire de l’organisation, et que les facilitk 
de transport et les services publics y sont d&j& $be 
assur&. “‘the 
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The area of the site gave ample opportunity 
for future expansion, while the vast stretch of 
undeve1oped land in baarin County could serve 
for residential developments. The tolls on the 
Golden Gate Bridge were moderate. Lastly, the 
military cemetery adjacent to the site would 
serve as a reminder of the results of past failures 
in the development of international peace and 
understanding* 

Mr. Koo (China) paid tribute to the work 
of the Headquarters Commission and of the . 
S&-Commrttee. While al1 the proposed sites 
had certain advantages, he wished to remark 
that those on the East Coast would inevitably 
he too much influenced by the proximity of 
Washington. The international atmosphere at 
the headquarters of the Organization should 
remain unimpaired. 

San Francisco was large enough to provide 
the essential municipal facilities, yet it was not 
so large as to make the headquarters of the 
Organization lose its identity. The general cost 
of living was lower than in the East; the climate 
was nearly ideal, and the beauty of the scenery 
was unquestioned. The worlcYs political center 
of gravity had shifted from Europe to the West- 
ern Hemisphere; it was likely to shift to Asia. 
It wzu not a question of rivalry between the 
East and the West, but of provision for the 
future political and economic development of 
the world, Distance should not be a decisive 
factor, particularly in view of progress in trans- 
portatiom The area of the site, two and a half 
square miles, was more than sufficient for the 
official buildings; in addition, housing facilities 
adequate for all predictable needs could be built, 
in the immediate vicinity. 

In view of the statement of the representative 
of the United States of America, there was no 
question that the site would be offered to the 
Organization, and it might not be too much to 
hope that it would be offered without charge. 

Since the Presidio site at San Francisco Bay 
fulfilled most of the requirements of the ideal 
permanent headquarters, the delegation of 
China wished to urge its final selection. 

Mr. AUSTIN (United States of America) ob- 
served that the question whether the site would 
he offered without cost had not yet been decided. 
He added that he was confident that the repre- 
sentative of China would not be disappointed 
with the outcome. 

RXAD Bey (Saudi Arabia) urged objectivity 
on the part of the Members in the selection of 
the site. He suggested that the following prin- 
ciples should be taken into consideration : ade- 
quacy of the site for future needs of the Organi- 
zation; convenience from the point of view of 
the whole of the Organization, not merely of 
the individual Members; the desirability to avoid 
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La rggion se p&e au d6veIoppement et les 
vastes terrains de Marin County pourront servir 
eventuellement aux n&essit& r&identielles. Les 
pEages perGus sur le pont de la Porte d’Or 
sont peu &lev&; enfin le cimet2re militaire en 
bordure de l’emplacement, en rappelant les er- 
reurs pas&s, aidera au d&eloppement de la 
paix et de la compr6hension mutuelle, 

M. KOO (Chine) rend hommage au travail 
accompli par le Cornit& du si?ge permanent et 
par le Sous-Cornit& Bien que tous les emphce- 
merits envisagb prkentent des avantages dis- 
tmcts, il fait remarquer que ceux de la c6te est 
subiraient int5vitablement l’influence exerc& par 
le voisinage de Washington. L’atmosphk in- 
ternationale du si?ge de l’organisation doit de- 
meur er intacte. 

La ville de San-Francisco est suffisamment 
etendu pour fournir tous les services publics 
dbsirables, mais elle n’est pas assez importante 
pour que le sisge de l’organisation perde son 
caractEre d’autonomie, Le co& de la vie y est 
moins Clevt que dans Pest, le climat y est presque 
id6a1, et le pittoresque de la r6gion est au-dessus 
de tout commentaire. Le centre de gravitC de la 
politique mondiale s’est port6 de I’Europe 2~ 
l’hemisphere occidental; il est probable qu’il 
gagnera l’Asie. Ce n’est pas une question de con- 
currence entre l’est et l’ouest, mais de disposi- 
tions h prendre en vue de r6pondre au futur 
dtveloppement Cconomique et politique du 
monde. La question de distance ne doit pas 
&re un facteur d&is3 &ant don& les progrb 
r6alis6s par les moyens de transports. La surface 
de l’emplacement, deux milles et demi carrts, 
suffit largement pour les b%timents officiels ; de 
plus, il existe des possibilit& suffisantes de cons- 
truire dans les alentours pour rtpondre A tous 
les besoins dventuels. 

La d&laration du reprisentant des Etats- 
Unis d’Amtrique ne laisse aticun doute sur 
l’offre qui sera faite B l’organisation de cet em- 
placement, et on peut mhne esp6rer qu’elle sera 
Faite & titre gracieux. 

Etant donn6 que l’emplacement du Presidio 
3e San-Francisco r&pond 5. toutes les conditions 
requises pour l’itablissement d’un siEge perma- 
nent id&l, la d&gation de Chine espke qu’il 
;era finalement adopt& 

M. AUSTIN (Etats-Unis d’Am&ique) observe 
lu’aucune dCcision n’a 6t6 prise quant au&con- 
ditions dans lesquelles ce site sera ofjFert a 
.‘Organisation, mais i.l esphre que le repr&entant 
le la Chine ne sera pas d&r par le r&&at. 

RIAD Bey (Arabie saoudite) recornmende au 
Clomitd de faire preuve de la plus grande objec- 
:ivit$ dans le choix de l’emplacement, et il sug- 
$re qu’elle prenne en considhation les prin- 
:ipes suivants : determiner l’emplacement id&al 
3our l’organisation, tenir compte du point de 
rue g&&al des Membres des Nations Unies, et 
le la necessit6 de ne pas exproprier des person- 
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;LIIY displacement of persons; finally, the absence 
of regional pressures. 

White the Presidio site was by no means ideal, 
it satisfied most of the requirements. The site 
was large enough for the official buildings, with 
provision for expansion, and land fog housing 
developments was easily available; the City of 
San Francisco was ten to fifteen minutes away 
by public conveyance ; all climatic and esthetic 
criteria were fulfilled. 

Regional influences were notably absent ; poli- 
tically, the region might be called the most neu- 
tral in the world. The question of distance was 
an advantage rather than the contrary : the 
United Nations ought to be far from the centres 
of political strife. The statesmen who would 
deliberate at the permanent headquarters should 
acquire a new point of view, in which happiness 
and justice for the world as a whole would play 
the principle role. That new point of view was 
based on the Charter of the United Nations; San, 
Francisco was the birthplace of that Charter. 

The site was being offered by the Govern- 
ment of the United States of America, which 
was therefore entitled to the gratitude of the 
Organization. There was a possibility that it 
would be offered without cost, Under the cir- 
cumstances, the selection of the Presidio should 
be made unanimously. 

* 

Objections could be easily answered. A way 
could probably be found to reduce the burden 
of bridge tolls. Arguments to the effect that 
Pacific problems would come to the fore were 
hardly cogent; for its part, Saudi Arabia was 
closer to the Atlantic and still favoured the West 
Coast site. The military cemetery to which some 
speakers had alluded was not included in the 
site. There was no question of any displacement 
of civihans. On the contrary, the desirable sites 
offered near Philadelphia involved expropriation 
and displacement of residents. That considera- 
tion, however, should not prejudice the gratitude 
of the members for the offer mgde by the Phila- 
delphia authorities. The Secretariat, whose well- 
being was essential for the efficient function of 
the Qrganization, would find the most desirable 
living conditions at San Francisco. 

The delegation of Saudi Arabia wished there- 
fore to urge the unanimous selection of the Pre- 
sidio site, 

The meeting rose at 6.30 p:m. La seance est levee a 18 11. 30. 

ncs privies, et, en dernier lieu, de se soustraire 
aux influences locales. 

Pien que Ze site du Presidio ne soit pas idea& 
jl rtpond toutefois & la plupart des exigence% 
l’emplacement est suffisant pour contenir les 
b$timents officiels et offre des possibilitgs d’ex- 
tension pour les bgtiments rkidentiels. La vi& 
de San-Francisco est sit&e 21 dix ou quinze 
minutes de l’emplacement, auquel elle est rehk 
par des services publics. Les conditions clima- 
t&iques et esthetiques y sont id&ales. 

Les influences r@gionales n’y SO>nt pas g 
craindre parce que politiquement parlant cette 
r&gion peut etre consid&Ce comme la plus neutre 
du monde. La question de distance est plutGt 
UIZ avantage qu’autre chose; il est en eff et es- 
sentiel que les Nations Unies soient plac@es l0i.n 
des centres de lutte politique. Les hommes 
d’Etat qui seront appel& ?I. dElibCrer au sihge 
permanent s’y formeront a un nouvel ideal, dent 
les buts essentiels seront la justice et le bqnheur 
pour tous. Ce nouvel ideal a kt6 tracg par la 
Charte des Nations U&es dont le berceau est 
San-Francisco. ’ 

Cet emplacement est offert par le Gouverne- 
ment des Etats-Unis d’Amkrique, qui a droit & 
la gratitude de l’organisation. I1 est probable 
qu’il sera offert a titre gracieux. Dans ces con- 
ditions, le Presidio doit emporter le choix B 
l’unanimitk 

Les objections qui ont et6 formultes centre 
cet emplacement peuvent etre aisEment com- 
battues. On trouvera facilement un moyen de 
rtduire la charge des droits de p&age. Quant 
a la question de donner au probleme du Paci- 
fique la priorite, elle n’est pas pridominante; 
1’Arabie saoudite, bien que sit&e plus p&s de 
l’Atlantique, donne sa preference 2, l’emplace- 
ment occidental. Le cimetiere militaire, auquel 
certains orateurs ont fait allusion, n’est pas situ6 
a l’intbrieur de l’emplacement et il’ n’est nulle- 
ment question d’expropriation, alors qu’au con- 
traire les emplacements si excellents de la kgion 
de Philadelphie impliquent le recours B cette 
mesure. Cette consideration, toutefois, ne Porte 
pas atteinte & la gratitude que les membres du 
Comite vouent aux autorites de Philadelphie 
pour leur offre gCnCreuse. Enfin, le Secr&ariat, 
dent la parfaite installation est si essentielle au 
bon fonctionnement de l’organisation, trouvera 
a San-Francisco les conditions de vie les plus 
agrtables. 

L’ensemble de ces conditions favorables in- 
citent le representant de 1’Arabie saoudite & 
l’adoption unanime du Presidio comme si+e 
permanent. 


