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IE'rTER DATED 20 FEBRUARY 1958 FRCM THE REPRESENTATIVE OF SUDAN
ADDRESSED TO THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

I have the honour, upon instructions from my Government, to re~uest you to
call en ur~e~t moeting of the Security Council to discuss the grave situation

existing on 'hhe Sud~n-~CYPtian border, resulting from the massed concentrations

of Egyptian troops moving towards the St:danese frontiers.

As a ?arty to this dis?ute, I request that I be heard when the meeting is

convened~

I att~'1,ch herew:~t,h a connnunicat:l.on received from His Excellen.cy Prime

Mj~~0ter A~dulla I\halil of the Sudan.

Pleuse accept, Excellency, etc.

(Signed) Yacoub Osman
Perrruanent Representative of the Sudan

to the United Nations

58-05905
/ ...

UNITED NATIONS

SECURITY
COUNCil

Distr.
GENEHAL

S/3965
20 February 1958

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH

IE'rTER DATED 20 FEBRUARY 1958 FRCM THE REPRESENTATIVE OF SUDAN
ADDRESSED TO THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

I have the honour, upon instructions from my Government, to re~uest you to
call en ur~e~t moeting of the Security Council to discuss the grave situation

existing on 'hhe Sud~n-~CYPtian border, resulting from the massed concentrations

of Egyptian troops moving towards the St:danese frontiers.

As a ?arty to this dis?ute, I request that I be heard when the meeting is

convened~

I att~'1,ch herew:~t,h a connnunicat:l.on received from His Excellen.cy Prime

Mj~~0ter A~dulla I\halil of the Sudan.

Pleuse accept, Excellency, etc.

(Signed) Yacoub Osman
Perrruanent Representative of the Sudan

to the United Nations

58-05905
/ ...



F'-/396,
....ug;J.ish
hge 2

TEXT OF A lETTER DATED 20 FEBRUARY 1958 FROM
H.E. PRIMill MINISTER ABDULIA KHlI.LIL TO THE
PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF THE SUDAN TO TIlE

UNITED NATIONS

On the 1st of February, 1958, the Egyptian Gover~JUent sent a note to the

Sudan Government wherein she claimed sovereigrrcy over the following Sudanese

territories:

(a) the North-eastern part of the Sudan, north of latitude 22 north and

(b) that part of tbe Sudan which is situated north of the town of Wadi Halta,

comprising the ,Saras, Debeil'a and F.aras region.

'!'he Egyptian note demanded the handing over of these t,~o territori es. to Egypt •

• ~t alleges that the said two territories belong to Egypt under the

1899 Agreement concluded between Great Britain and Egypt. These two territorieB

belong to the Sudan by virtue of agreements and treaties concluded between the

Jgyptian Government and the St1dan Government in 1902 and 190'{. Since then the

said territories have been under the exclusive administration and sovereignty

of the Sudan. The inhabitants of these territories are of Sudanese nationality.

At no time ~id they vote in an~ Egyptian parliamentary election or plebiscite.

li!oreover, they have voted as Sudanese nationals in the Sudanese Parliamentary

elections in 1953 on the strength of the Self-Gove~nmentStatute which had been

enacted under the Agreement concluded between Great Britain and Egypt in

February 1953.

On the 9th of February, reports were received by the Sudan Government that

Egyptian troops were being sent to the north-eastern part of the Sudan north of

latitude 22 north. The Sudan Government inquired from the Egyptian Government

about the truth of these reports. Egypt denied them. On the 13th of February

the Egyptian Government sent a note, dated 9th February, demanding that the

Sudanese inhabitants of the said Sudanese territory should vote in the Egyptian

Plebiscite which will be held on the 21st of February. Several representations were

made to the Egyptian Goverrunent to allow sufficient time for the Government of

the SuQl3.n to sb.1dy such an intricate matter - a matter ,~hicll the Eg;yptian

Government h9.d chosen to raise at a time when the Sudan Government and the Sudanese

people are bu&y with their parliamentary General Elections which will be held on

the 27th of Februa.ry.
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•
i The Egyptian Government, on 16th of February, informed the Sudcn Government
t

that it had decided to send into the said territory Plebiscite officials

accom;fanied by ]'rontier troops to conduct the Egyptian Plebiscite. The Sudanese

Governnlent asked twice for time to neGotiate with the Egyptian Government.

On 18th of February the Esyptian Goverl~uent sent a note to the Sucan

Government insisting to include the said territory in the. Egyptian Plebiscite

and asking the Sudan Goverument to 1'1ithdraw therefrom a platoon I-1hich the latter

hael stationed thel.'e, to ma'illtain lal" and order during the Sudanese Parliamentary

Election .. as has been done in other parts of the country. The Sudanese

Govel"mnent refuGe to accept this demand lihich constitutes an infringement of its

sovereignty. The Sudan Goverluneut, being eager for an amicable settlement of

this dispute, hod sent its Minister of Foreign Affairs to Cairo on the 18th of

February to discuss the matter with the Egyptian Government. Unfortunately no

settlement I"8S reached. Rel)Orts reveal huge infiltration ,Of Egyptian trool)s on

the border. The Egyptian Government insist on conducting a Plebiscite ill this

Sudan territory.

The Sudan Government" though restrained in its action, views I'lith deep concern

this Ul1provol,ed and illegal attitude of the Esyptian Government which constitutes

a breach of Sudanese sovereiGnty. eince the Sudan is determined. to defend its

territory the situation I'lould result in a breach of the peace and, if uncontrolled,

may develop into armed conflict. As a peace-loving nation, the Sudan, requests

the Secretary-General of the United Nations to ask the Security Council to meet

i~~ediately and use its good offices to stop the impending Egyptian aggression.

The Sudan Government will be submitting a note giving full evidence of its

unquestionable right to the territories now claimed by Egypt.

Abdulla Khalil
Prime Ivlinister
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