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LETTER DATED 2 JANUARY 195"7 FRCM ·TBE ·MINISTER FOR FORE!ON AFFA:tRG
OF PAKISTAN ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF TIlE SECUHITY COUNCIL,

You may recall that in his report'dated 27 March 19531 at the conclusion ?f

his.+ifth mediatory eff~rt to secure implementation of the In~ernational

Agreement embodied in the U!~CIP R~solutions dated 13 August 1948 ana 5 January 1949
~~e~eunder the question of the acceoeion of the State of Jammu and Kashmir ~o

India or Pakistan is to be decided by means of a free and impart1.al plebi~ci:te to.
be held under the au/;p:l.cea of the United Nations l Dr. Frank P. Graham l the United

Nations, representative for India and Paldstan l expressed the hope that

"instead of the United Nations Reprosentative oontinuing to, ,repor.t . .... ~.. Ji,.~

differences to the Security Council, may be leadership of over

400,000,001 people, with the good-Will an~ assistance of the United

Ne. tions,. join in negotiating and reporting an agreemen~ on Kashmir and

. thereby light a torch along the difficult path of the peopie's pilgrimage

toward peace." (Paragraph 57, document 8/2967)

2. Consistently with their policy to co-operate wi.th the United Nations in

every way possible with a view to upholding ita prestige and authority, ,the

Government of Paldotan accepted the United Nations representative's suggestion and
initiated direct negotiations with tl~ Government of India with a. view to

resolving differences which were holding up implementation of thea.~~resaid

International Agreement.

3. I regret to have to inform you that despite all our efforts during the last

three years to reach a satisfactory solution of this dispute, we have unfortunately
failed. The Government of India have hitherto refused on one pretext or another

to honour their international commitments which they accepted under the two UNCIP

Resolutions dated 13 August 1948 and 5 January 1949. statements made by tl~

Indian Prime Minister in the Indian Parliament on 29 March 1956, and at a Press
Conference on 2 April as well as his subsequent public utterances and the steps
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that the so-called Constituent Assembly of Kashmir has taken 1n collusion with the

Government of India in regard to ti+e ft\ture disposi't;:Lon of the state in direct

contravention of the Security Council's Resolution of' 50 Marcb 1951, have further

forced us to the conclusion that cont1~uance of direct negotia tions bet\'1een the

Governments of Pakistan and India holds out no prospect of a settlement of 'this

dispute.

4. The effect of the Indian Prime Minister' a ata tement and of the fl:l.ilure of

these negotiations 011 Indo-Paldstan relations in general and on the situation in

the State of Jammu and Kasbmir and the adjoining areas of Pakistan in particular

ha.s been .most C!:eletcrious.

5. A reign of repression prevails in that. part of the State of Jammu and Kasl::mir

,whi\~h is under IndiGn milit.ary occuPation. ManY'prcminent leaders of public

opinion in the State, such as She+kb MubaI\lll1e.d Abdullah, ex Chief Minister, and

Mil'za Muhammad Af'zal Beg, ele Reven~~ M:1.nister of the State~ Gbulam Mobiuddin 1\arra)

PresideI':t ,of the Kasbm:i.r Political Conference, .and othel~S bave been languishing

in jail for a long time, without just cause and without any triul. Bven

Pandit Pr'~m N",thBazaz, President of the Kashmir Democratic Union, who ha.s, after

hio externme:lt from the state, established his heac).quarters in Delhi suffered

imp:d~ol:men'G t'llice and has only recently been released. Their only fault is that

they demand that the people of the state be allowed t~ exercise their right to

sel:r-d~terminationas envisaged in the Security Council resolutions. There is no

f!.'ecd.a~"! of speech or assembly in Indian-occupied Kashmir. Terrorist methods are

bC'J.r'g emp:'.oyed with the help of the Indian Army, the State Militia and the

notorious "peace Brigade" to crush all opposition to India's cOl)tinued

occupation,o~ the State territory by force.
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6. The reaction of public opinion thrOughout Pa.ki8~, e.nq ]?!lrticularly in

Azud Ko.slunir and the tribal belt on the North-Hest Frontier of the country, to

these happenings has been shurp and outspoken. The tribesmen of the North-Hest

Frontier of Pakistoll, who had been required to leave the state in 1949 on the

express assurance of the Government of Paltisto.n that a free and impartial

plebiscite \'1ould be held in the near future, a.re now impatient to Imow \'1hat has
happened to those assurances.

'7. Nine years ago, over half a million Kaslmiris were driven out of ,their

hearths and homes by the Maharaja's forces and the Indian Al~, to seek: asylum in

Pakistan. Since then these refugees have been living in Azo.d Kashmir'snd

neighbouring Po.kist~n territory in the hope that they would one 'day go back to the

state in accordance With the provisions of Clause 6(0.) of m~CIPts resolution

dated 5 ,Jonuary 1949. They are now becoming increasingly restive. They want to
ret\~n to the State without further delay to fight for their rights. There is a

general clrnnour ronongst them to launch a peaceful movement aimed at crossing the

cease-fire line and starting 0. mass movemeut inside the state with 0. view to

\'11n11ing the Ko.slmiris' right to self-determination. ;

8. On the other hand, the Indian Prime Minister's declaration that he is now

opposed to a. plebiscite, accompanied by the steps that are being taken by the

Govel'runent of India unilateroJ.ly to "integrate" the State with India. in

disregard of the assurances given by'that Government to the Security Council and
the mo\ulting unrest both inside and outside Kashmir have combined to create an

explosive situation Which constitutes serious threat to peace in this area. If

this dispute Which has been pending in the SecUl'ity ,Council for the last nine
years is not resolved immediately and the faith of the people both inside and

outside Kashmir is shaken in the ability of the United Nations to secure
international justice in the hope of which the situation had remained calm so far,

it is apprehended that the gravest consequences might ensue.
9. The Goverrunent of Pakistan feel that this situation calls for film and

timely action by the Security Council. The Council is already seized of the

Kashmir dispute. It is most essential that early action should be taken to

implement the UNCIP Resolutions dated 13 August 1948 and 5 January 1949 which
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cOllatitute an Internationul Agreement bet'Ween' India'and Pakistan that the question

of the accession of 'the\State of'Jawmu and Kashmir to India or Pakistan will be

deci~ed by means of a free and impartial plebiscite under United Nations

auspices.

10. I om, therefore, to request you to circulate this letter to members of the

S~curity Council, and fix u dnte at their ~ar11est convenience for a meeting of
tl.c Council to consider the Kashmir question. It is hOl)ed that it may be

poss:..ble for the Council to tnl-.e it up tol.t 0. very ef.u.'ly date. The Government of

Po.;ldstau intend to send 0. specia.l Delega.ticmto,assist the S~curity Council in'·

its deliberations~

I tUke this opportunity, etc.,

(~ignCd) MArIIle FIROZ KHAN NOON: '
Foreib~ Minister of Pakistan
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