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Note by the Chairman

1. Hi th a viev.r to assisting the Fourth Committee in the effective discharge of
the tasks entrusted to it by the General Assembly, the Chairman of the Fourth
Committee wishes to submit to the members 0_ the Committee fo" their consideration
the following observations and recommendations concerninG the orga...'1ization of the
Committee's work for the thirty-fourth session:

A. Items allocated to the Fourth Conh~ittee

2. Tlle iterns on the agenda of the General Assembly allocated to the Fourth
Committee for consideration and report are listed in document A/c.4/34/1.
background information on these items is set cut in the annotated preliminary list
of items on the provisional agenda of the thirty-fourth session (A/34/100 and
Add .1). 1/

B. Decisions adopted by the General Assembly at its
4th plenary meetinp" on 21 September 1979

3. At its 4th plenary meetinG, on 21 September, the General Assembly, by approvlnG
the first report of the General Committee (A/3)~/250), adopted a number of decisions
on the organization of its work for the session, having particular relevance to
the Hark of the I·lain Committees, as set out below:

11 For the final list of items adopted by the General Assembly see
Jocument AI 3J.~/251.
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4. Both plenary and committee meetings should begin at 10.30 a.m. and 3 p.m. and)
in order to expedite the 'wrk of the General Assembly, 811 meetincs should begin
promptly at the scheduled time.

2. Exnlanations of vote

5. Explanations of vote should be lir.1i'ted to 10 minutes ~ i{hen th·> same draft
resolution is considered in a ;·Iain Committee and in the plenary, a deler,ati<Jn
shoulci, as far as possible, explain its vote only once, i.e., eithrr in the
Corunittee or in the plenary unless that delegation's vote in the rlt:>nary is
different from its vote in the Co~mittee.

3. ~ight of reply

6. Delegations should exercise their right of reply at the end of the day
whenever two meetings have been scheduled for that day and whenever such meetings
are devoted to the consideration of the same item. The numbe~ of interventions in
the exercise of the right of reply for any delegation at a given meeting should
be limited to tyro Del' item. The first intervention in the t"xerri",p ef t~lL' ricnt 01'

reply for any delegGttion on any item at a given P.l,'C._tiug should be limited to 10
minutes and the second intervention should be limited to 5 minutes.

4. Closinr; date of tl~sesslon

7. The closing date of the thirty-fourth session Hill be Tuesday, 18 December 1979.

5. ~ud~etar~ an1 financial questions

(J. A mandatory de8.dline) not later than 1 recember) should be established for
the submission to the Fifth Corrmittee of all draft resolutions with financial
implications. A minimum period of 48 hours should be alloi{ed uetween the submission
and the voting of a proposal involvinc expenditure in order to allow th n Secretary­
General to prepare and present the related statement of administrative and
financial implications.

C. Order of priorities and procedure for the consideration of items

i). Rule 99) paragraph (b), of the rules of procedure of thr> General Assembly
provides that:

.(b) Each [iain Committee, taldng into account the closinr, date for the
session fixed by th? General Assembly on the reCOMmendation of the General
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COlDmittC'e) shall adopt its OvlD priorities and meet as may be necessary to
complete the consideration of thp itemd referred to it. It shall at the
bec;innin:~ 0 f the ses sion adoIJt a programme 0 f vTork indic atinr;, if poss ible}
a target date for the conclusion of its work, the approximate dates of
consideration of items and the number of T'1eetincs to be allocated to each
item. '

lOo On the basis of preliminary consultations held in that regard and in the light
of the availability of the relevant docuT'1entation:; it is suggested that the Fourth
CO!'1Eli ttee take up the i terr: entitled. ;'Activi ties of foreicn economic and other
interests ""'hich are imDeding the implementation of the I:eclaration on the Granting
of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples in Southern Rhodesia and Namibia
and in all otter Territories under colonial domination and efforts to eliminate
colonia.~ism, apartheid and ra~ial discrimination in southern Africa; /agenda
item 0Z 1 as the first item.

11. Subject to the foregoing suggestion beine: acceptable to the FO'.1rth COIYlmittee
and in order to facilitate the work of the COIY~ittee;; it is sugsested that;; in
accordance with establish procedures:; the Committee may wish to agree in principle
'-'0 !1:)ld three sc-ru.rn.le general debates, one to cover six ar:enda items /is;; 89, 91,
03 8.!1d 12, '}4 and 95/ and tbe other two} agenda items 90 and 92 respectively.
It is '.illderstood that cl.i:aft resolutions and/or proposals "lill be considel'ed.
separ~tely as they become available.

12. For the PUL"f2Se of planning and taking into account its experience in
previous years, the Fourth Committee may wish to consider adopting as a provislonal
guidelin0 the approximate dates set out below for the consideration of these
items on its agenda:

f;, Approximate dates for the consideration of itellis

-------------------_._--------

Agenda item
Approximate nUT'1ber

of meetings
-----------

Approximate dates for
consideration

1.

2.

3.

Activities of forei~n economic
,~ --

and other interests ... /92/

Six items /l~. S~, 91, 03 and
12, )4 and-CjG/

~~outher Rhodes ia / go7

1"-20

'1-10

3 to 12 October

15 October-2 'Tovember

5 to 15 rIovember

13. In the preparation of the above tin:-table, the Chairrr;an ,.,ras gui,led by the
fe lowing considerations:
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(a) The order of priorities for the consideration of items ~ay be r~dified

sho~ld subsequent levelon~ents so warrant)

(b) It is understood that~ should the Gene!:,.al Assembly ueciJe to take up,
in plenarr r.leetings, the question ef ~;amibj a 1271 during the period indicated
above ~ the time-taule for thE 1.wrk of the Fourth COTrJni ttee Hould be Eludified on
the basis of the related pro~ram.me of 1:lork of thE" Assemhly. The Cormuittee "'lill be
apprised of the results of the Chairman's continuing consultations ill that rer:ard
\·rith the Presider1t of the General Assembly, the President of the United iJations
Council for l\Ja!"libia and the presiding officer of the Special ConL'1li ttee on the
Situation with regard to the Impler.lentation of the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples~

(c) For the purpose of planning, it is assuced that the question of the
implementation of the T;eclaration as a l-1hole 1181 !"lay Ge taken \.lp in plenary
meetings during the latter hc-lf of ~Jovember. Should the General AsseJ'l1bly decide
otherwise, the Corr~ittee's time-table will also be r.lodified accordingly,

(d) Petitioners will be heard as and when the related iteJ'l1s are under
consideration~

(e) The available conference facilities vrill ena'Jle the F01.1rth COJ'l1mittee to
holJ up to se~en meetin3s per week.

14. With resnect to the target date fo~ the conclusion of its work called for in
rule 99, paragraph (t) (see para. 9 above) 1 the Fourth Co~mittee ~ay wish to set
Friday, It) :Tovember as a provis ional target date, sUb,j eC't to ross i ble Eiodi fi cati ons
arisin~ from the considerations outlined in pRragraoh 13 above.

E. :'1ee~inhs records

15. Paracras-,:: l:::i (e) of General Assembly res olution 2) 3t) (XXIV) of 11 8ecember l)i~1

reads as follo~s:

'iSDeeches or st::ltements by representatives) by the Secretary-Seneral
or his representative, or by fersons presenting reports on behalf of com~ittees

or other oodies, ma,y be reproduced in extenso in summary records or as
official documents only if they serve as bases for discussion) provided that
the relevant decision is taken by the body concerned after a statement of
the financial implications ha3 been submitted in accordance uith rer;ulatinn
13.1 of' the ?':'nancial Ber;ulqti0:1s of the TJnit('rl "rations. 1

AccordinG to the eorr.r;etent offices of the Secretariat'J the' averarJ"e cost of sue:l
documentation is est ir:-.ated at SOT"_e .d J 000 ner 10 r:ar;es, in six lnngunces.
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F. Prenared texts of sneeches

16. In order to allow distribution of prepared texts of statements made in the
Jlaln Committees to deleraticns, specialized acenc~es, observers, interpreters
and record-writers, 200 copies are required. A minimum of 12 copies shou:d be
Given in advance of delivery of the speech) in order to help the Secretariat to
provide the best rossible service.




