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1. With a view to assisting the Fourth Committee in the effective discharge of
the tasks entrusted to it by the General Assembly, the Chairman of the Fourth
Committee wishes to submit to the members o. the Committee fo» their consideration
the following observations and recommendations concerning the organization of the
Committee's work for the thirty-fourth session:

A. Items allocated to the Fourth Conmittee

2. The items on the agenda of the General Assembly allocated to the Fourth
Committee for consideration and report are listed in document A/C.4/3L/1.
Background information on these items is set cut in the annotated preliminary list
of items on the provicional agenda of the thirty-fourth session (A/34/100 and
Add.1). 1/

B. Decisions adopted by the General Assembly at its
Lth plenary meeting, on 21 September 197G

3. At its bth plenary meeting, on 21 September, the General Assembly, by approving
the first report of the General Committee (A/3L/250), adopted a number of decisiens
on the organization of its work for the session, having particular relevance to

the work of the MMain Committees, as set out below:

1/ For the final list of items adopted by the General Assembly see
document A/ 3u4/251.
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1. Schedule of meetings
L. Both plenary and committee meetings should begin at 10.30 a.m. and 3 p.m. and,

in order to expedite the work of the General Assembly, all meetings should begin
promptly at the scheduled time.

2. Exvlanations of vote

5. Explanations of vote should be limited to 10 minutes, when th~ same draft
resolution is considered in a ilain Committee and in the plenary, a delegation
should, as far as possible, explain its vote only once, i.e., either in the
Committee or in the plenary unless that delegation's vote in the plenary 1is
different from its vote in the Committee.

3. Right of reply

6. Delegations should exercise their right of reply at the end of the day
whenever two meetings have been scheduled for that day and whenever such meetings
are devoted to the consideration of the same item. The numbex of interventions in
the exercise of the right of reply for any delegation at a given meeting should

be limited to two ver item. The first intervention in the exercise of tlhic rignt of
reply for any delegation on any 1ltem at a given me_ting should be limited to 10
minutes and the second intervention should be limited to 5 minutes.

L. (Closing date of the session

7. The closing date of the thirty-fourth session will be Tuesday, 18 December 1979.

5. 2Budrmetary and financial questions

7

e A mandatory deadline, not later than 1 Tecember, should be established for

the submission to the Fifth Committee of all draft resolutions with financial
implications. A minimum period of LC hours should be allowed Letween the submission
and the voting of a proposal involving expenditure in order to allow th~ Secretary-
General to prepare and present the related statement of administrative and

financial implications.

C. Order of priorities and procedure for the consideration of items

0. Rule 29, paragraph (b), of the rules of procedure of the General Assembly
provides that:

(b) Each liain Committee, taking into account the closing date for the
session fixed by th2 General Assembly on the recormendation of the General
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Committee, shall adopt its own priorities and mect as may be necessary to
complete the consideration of the items referred to it. It shall at the
bepinnins of the session adont a programme of work indicating, if possible,
a target date for the conclusion of its work, the approximate dates of
consideration of items and the number of meetings to be allocated to each
item. '

10. On the basis of preliminary consultations held in that regard and in the light
of the availability of the relevant documentation, it is suggested that the Fourth
Committee take up the iter entitled "Activities of foreign economic and other
interests which are imveding the implementation of the Leclaration on the Granting
of Indemendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples in Southern Rhodesia and ilamibia
and in all other Territories under colcnial domination and efforts to eliminate
colonialism, apartheid and racial discrimination in southern Africa’ /agenda

item 22/ as the Tirst item.

11. Subject to the foregoing susgestion beins accentable to the Fourth Cormittee
and in order to facilitate the work of the Committee, it is suggested that, in
accordance with establish procedures, the Committee may wish to agree in principle
L0 nhold three ceyarate genersl debates, one to cover six apenda items 118, 39, 91,
93 and 12, %4 and 92/ and tre other two, agenda items 90 and 92 respectively.

It is wunderstood that Jdraft resolutions and/or proposals will be considered
separately ac they become available.

12. for the purpcse of planning and taking into account its experience in

previous years, the Fourth Committee may wish to consider adopting as a provisional
guideline the approximate dates set out below for the consideration of these

items on its agenda:

D. Approximate dates for the consideration of itens

Approximate number Arproximate dates for

Agenda item of meetings consideration
1. Activities of foreign econonic
and other intercsts ... /92/ g 3 to 12 October

2. Six Iitems /18, 67, 91, 93 and

2, Ok and 96/ 10-20 15 October-2 “lovember
3.  Gouther Rhodesia /907 9-10 5 to 15 lovember

13. In the preparation of the above tire-table, the Chairman was guided by the
fc lowing considerations:



A/C.L/3L/L.1
snclish
Paze 4

(a) The order of priorities for the consideration of items may be modified
should subsequent levelorments so warrant,

(b) It is understood that, should the General Assembly decide to take up,
in plenarv meetings, the question cf .jamibia /27/ during the period indicated
above, the time~table for the work of the Fourth Committee would be modified on
the basis of the related prosramme of work of the Assembly. The Committee will be
apprised of the results of the Chairman's continuing consultations in that regard
wvith the President of the General Assembly, the President of the United ilations
Council for Hamibia and the presiding officer of the Special Committee on the
Situation with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples,

(c) For the purpose of planning, it is assumed that the question of the
implementation of the Declaration as a whole /18/ may te taken up in plenary
meetings during the latter half of Jovember. 3hould the General Ascermbly decide
otherwise, the Committee's time-table will alsoc be modified accordingly,

(d) Petitioners will be heard as and when the related items are unler
conslideration;

(e) The available conference facilities will enable the Fourth Cormittee to
nold up to seven meetinss per week.

14. With resnect to the target date for the conclusion of its work called for in
rule 99, paragraph (b) (see para. 9 above), the Fourth Committee may wich to set
Fridav, 1% llovember as a provisional target date, subject to rossible modifications
arising from the considerations outlined in paragranh 13 above.

E. Meetings records

15. Pararrav: 17 (e) of General Assembly resolution 2938 (¥XXIV) of 11 December 1907
reads as follows:

"Speeches or statements by representatives, by the Secretary-General
or his representative, or by rersons presenting reports on behalf of comuittees
or other vodies, may be reproduced in extenso in summary records or as
official documents only if they serve as bases for discussion, provided that
the relevant decision 1s taken by the body concerned after a statement of
the financial implications has been submitted in accordance with resulation
13.1 of the Financial Regulatinns of the nited ‘Tations.’

According to the competent offices of the Secretariat, the averase cost of such
documentation is estirmated at some ,3,000 per 10 varges, in six languages.
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F. Prevared texts of svpeeches

16. In order to allow distribution of prepared texts of statements made in the
ilain Committees to delegaticns, specialized agenc.es, observers, interpreters
and record-writers, 200 copies are required. A minimum of 12 copies shoulid be
siven in advance of delivery of the speech, in order to help the Secretariat to
provide the best rossible service.





