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QUESTION OF EAST TElOR

Letter date~ 15 October 1979 fron the Perman~llt Representative
0f Hozambique to the United i'rations addressed to the Chairman

of the Fourth Committee

I have the honour to submit the attached document concerning relevant
facts about the Frente Revolucionaria de Timor Leste Independente (FRETILIH).
I should be grateful if you would arrange for it to be circulated as an official
document of the United iJations General Assembly, under agenda i tern 91.

(Signed) Jose CarIos LOBO
Arr.ba 3sador and

?erY'"Gnent ?eprese~1tative

79-26315
, .
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"nclosure

~·otecl. dated 2._0~!.9"p~_r 1979 fro:.1 : :r_=- Rogye f,' •__ 80drirues
of thp. Centrel Cormni ttee of F'\~TILI;-

In vieu of the co'"':i~g disc1.:.ssion in the Fourth CC:~lnittee on the question of
_-'ast Tir!or, n~,r delepation vishes to drall the attention of the Corr,yr,i ttee to sOr.':e
rplevant facts-

1. The Gortuguese first arrived in ~ast ~i~or in 1512. The pecple of the
T""'rri tor'," 11ave open under colonial rule for alnost 500 years.

2. ~ast ~imoT has an area of 1~~809 sqvare kilometres (7,400 square :1ilcs)
a~d the po~ulation is esti~ated at between 700,000 and 1~000,000.

hjstory.
forr1ed a

~hE' people of C:ast r'"1ir.:or have their mm cultural heri tai-:e, lanc;uare and
=:thnically ~ cult 11rally and historically -J tllP people of :?:.=tst Ti:ror havE'

separate identity.

4. Indonesian lanrua0es, culture, traditions and history are conpletely
alien to the people of rast 7ir.':or.

5. Fast 7i~or has proven reserves of oil] natural 7as) ~anf"anese and other
ninerals, wl1J.C:l1 r.1ake ita country ,Iith excellent pconoP.1.ic -potential.

6. Followin~ the change of r~~ir.1e in Port~cal in 1974, the new Lisbon
Gover!l!'1ent stated that the r)e01)le of £:ast Timor should :-p rranted inclenendence.

7. :To'Yrever, on r Dece1"'.ber 1975] Inrlonesian arr.'.ed forces invauedthe
Territory.

Trar of r-:enocide_._---- --_.... - _.. -

8. Since the Indonesian invasion, nany tens of thousands of East ~imorese

have died. It is estiP.1ated that nore than 100,000 and rerhaps as many as
200,000 have -;,erished fron lTar-related starvation, disease' ancl indiscrif'linate
killin~s by thp invadinc a:rrw. Currently J 200,000 people in Indonesian-occupie;:-l
areas of East Ti00r are sufferinr from malnutrition and diseasp~ of ttese,
according to a recent assessment by a hi~h United States official, 60,000 are
said to fecp death unless an ir.-mediate, massive rplief oneration is perr:itt"='d by
J al:arta' s pilitary.

9. Indonesia pmintains in thp Territory an occupation force of approxin:.ately
30,000 troops, includinG an air force, helico~ters, tanks and armored cars.
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10. 'The great majority of the East ~imorese people are stronrrly united
under the leadership ef i"RETILET in a deterl..ined resistance to Indonesia is
c1tter.mtecl annexation.

11. !\fter 31rr.ost four J ears of Indonesi a's full-os cale agc:ression, Jakarta's
expansionist and colonialist desicns have been foiled by the :ast Timorese
people. :·10st of the ':;:'eri tory remains under FR::--TILIiT centrol ~ vThile even in
Indonesian-occupied zones, deep resentment and opposition to Indonesia's r.:ilitary
presence - already stronr - has increasea.

';"ast Timor in the Uni ted ~Jations

12. J:'he q1J.estion of rast ':'ir.1or is a clear-cut Tlestion of decolonization.

13. General J\sser:,bly resolutions Ij1h (IV) of' l~ December 1960 and
1)41 (XV) of 15 December 1960, in particular FrincipaJ. IX~ Hhich spells out the
procedu.res to be follo\!ed before a ::on~-Self-Governing Territory becomes
inter-rated vIi th an independent :=:tate ~ have not been co~plied I-lith.

14. Since Indonesia;s invasion of East Tir.1or~ the following resolutions
have been adopted uy th..."" Uni teJ ~Tations: (a) General AsseF..bly resolutions
3485 (xxx) of 12 December 1975) 31/53 of 1 DeC€Euey 1976) 32/3h of
28 :ToveP.1ber 1977 and 33/39 01' 13 December 1978; and (b ) Security Council
resolutions 384 (1975) of 22 December 1975 and 389 (1976) of 22 April 1976.

15. All of these resolutions have insistently called upon th~ Government of
Jndonpsia to vithdra'·! all of its troops in order to enable the people of
I:ast Til.!or to exercise freely their right to self··determination.

16. :!m.,rever J the \'}overnrr.ent of Indonesia has refused to comply ,rith the
Uni ted :'ations resolutions.

~ast Timor in the non-ali~ned rnover.1ent

17. In 1')70, the Fifth Conference of Heads of State or Government of
::on-tlic;necl Co~~ntries, held at ColoITl.bo :./ l>~C;T; 10': t\..~ 1) l~ilS·"':';='t. 2976, eXI':r~;,,;sE:d

~)urport for United ;'ations resolutions on the question of East Timor.

18. The ::':ixth Conference of the sar:le rrroup, held at Eavuna, from
3 to 9 Septe~lber 197(), rpaffi rmed the United ITations resolutions calling for the
Hi thllrmral of Indonesi an trooDs frOl~ East Tir.lOr.

1/ A/31/1'}!, u:r~€x T, l ern.• 3(;.
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International support

19. The fortu[Suese Farliament adopted on 22 lIay 1979'} In a recor,-l.
unanilr.ouS vote, a strone resolution statinG:

(a) Its deepest concern over the situation in East Timor as a result of
Indonesia's continuing occupation of the Teritory:

(b) Its Imowledge that the people of East Timor are continuinc their armed
struGGle aGainst the Indonesian occupation,

(c) I.::.s condemnatiOl~ of Indonesia's illec;itimate ~ illeGal and violent
occupation of East Timor~

(d) Its fraternal solidarity 1·rith the peoples of East Timor In theiy
strugGle for libpration.

20. On 20 Ilay 1979'} an International Seminar on East Timor held at Lisbon '}
vras attended by 800 dele~ates from throughout the vror::!..d. The Conference adopted
various resolutions in support of thp rig_.t of the people of East Timor to
self-determination and independence'} and for the idthdravral oi Indonesian troops.

21. Several international organi zations, namely the ~!orld Council of
Churches (UCC), the T'Jorld Peace Council (HPC), the \·Jorld Federation of Trade
Unions (~TFTU) and the Afro-Asia People' s Solidarity Organi zation (AAPSO), have
called upon the Government of Indonesia to comply \1i th United ITations resolutiorls
on the question of East Timor.

22. : lore recently) the 66th Interparliamentary Conference'} held at Caracas,
from 11 to 22 September 1979, reaffirmed the right of the people of East Timor
to self~determination and independence.

Indonesian IT-anoeuvres

23. Indonesian schemes to annex East Timor are of the same nature as
Ian Smith/smanoeuvresto prolong i-rhite i;linority rule in Zir:.bab"\-re and South Africa1s
contempt in the face of United lTations efforts to bring about full independence
for ~Tamibia.

24. Following the Indonesian invasion of East Timor on 7 December 1975, the
Government of Indonesia staged a farcical "People's Assembly" in Dili) the capital
of East Ti:nor, while the city was under military siec:e. The 28 members of the
so-called Assenbly vrere hand·..picked and forced at CUll point to assent to
Indonesia's expansionism.

25. iTo referendum or plebiscite vras held, let alone one in a<.:<.:urdance with
Uni ted ifations principles.
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26. The Sr;ecial Committee on th Situation with regard to the Implementation
of thp Declaration on the Grantin~ of Indpendence to Colon{al Countries and
Peoples had no role in the proceedin~s leading up tu the announcement of th2
People's Assembly.

FRETILIN's position

2T. FRI:'l'I1I:T seeks complete and total indApendence for East Timor, J.n
accordance 'Hith General i.sse:"lbly resolution 151)+ (XV).

280 Indonesia1s invasion aDd continuin~ occupation of the Territory is an
impedir-lent to the iIEplerr..entation of resolution 1514 (XV) and other relevant
resolutions of the United ~Tations.

29. FRETILET states that Indonesia has neither legal, legitimate nor
historical ri~hts in Eas~ Timor.

30. Indonesia's invasion of East Timor is a violation of the principle
of self-deter:r.ination for colonial territories and peoples and a serious
viola~ion of intern~tionally recoGnized terri~orial boundaries.

31. FRETILIIT ch2.11en[,es the Govern::'2nt of Indonesia to comply with its
obligations to the international community, "!s a Hember State, in accepting an
inGernationally s~pervised referendum in East Tim0r, on the basis of uni~ersal

suffraGe.

32. FRETILI~J is willing to establ:i.sh friendly relations with the Republic
of Indonesia and 1.,rill endeavour to promote co-operation and peace in the region
after Indonesi a is recor:nition of East 'l'imor' s sacred right to independence.




