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REPORT ON THE INCIDENT OF 3 DECEMBER 1958
BETWEEN ISRAEL AND SYRIA IN THE HULA AREA

1. I have the honour to present hereafter a first report on a very serious

incident which took place on 3 December 1958 in the area of the ~istice

Demarcation Line bet"lveen Israel and Syria J North-EastJ East, ana :;3outh-East

of the former Lake Hula.

I. SEQ,UENCE OF EVENTS AB vTITNESSED BY UNITED NATIONS OBSERVERS

2. Several United Nations observatipn posts are in this general area, both

on the Israeli a.nd on the Syrian side. The tJnited Nations Military Observers

(UNMOS) at these posts observed and reported on the events during the incident.

Another U1'JM0 sent to the area after the first phase of the incident also observed

its latter part.

3. At approximately 12.10 local time (L. T. L Israeli shepherds and a herd

were seen at approximately 500 to 600 metres east of the United J)fations

observation posts at MR 2099 2782, in Israeli-controlled territory. A few

minutes lat~r" small arms fire was opened from the Syrian side, and one shepherd

was wounded. The other shepherds started to puJ.l back westwards ~ but were pinned

doYm. by Syrian fire when trying to remove the wounded man. Firing was intermitte

and scattered, until approximately 12.50 (L.T.). Relative calm then prevailed,

, with only spora.dic single shots and bursts of machine-gun fire. Throughout this

first stage) the operation officer of the Israel-SYTian MAC was in continuous

contact with the Syrian delegate) endeavouring to stop the shoot~ng.

4. At approximately 13.55 (L.T.), the United Nations observation post referred

to in the preced.ing paragraph said an Israeli police patrol was pilll1ed down

in the area by renewed small arms fire. The patrol returned the fire. Firing
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b~c81ne a,gain intermittent and. the Israeli party attempted several times to

'W'ithtl:r.a.vl' • During a low in the firing an UNMO arrived at J1arbashiyo., on the

Syrian side (t.ffi 2112 27'71), wf.th a. Syrian liaison officer, and started dC'\oTn

r towar(ls the area. where} according to the Syrian J the Israeli wounded man 'vas
i lytng.

5. The UNMO was however unable to reach the area in ~uestion, since at about

1600 (L.T.) artillery and- mortar tire started f;r:-om the Israeli side towards

Syrian.positions at barbashiya and Jalabina (MR 2103 2719). The Syrians

i.mmediately answered with the same type of fire and sheJled the following

villa.ges: Rulath (lvlR 2080 2736) and Khoury Farm (MR 2067 2717); Shamir

(MR 2120 285)) where houses on fire were observed; Dardara Farm (ME 2102 2732)

which was burning; Lakavot Rabashen (MR 2110 2840) and Noteira (MR 2099 2781)

which came und~r heavy fire. The UNMOS at the observation past in the vicinity

of Noteira (MR 20992782) were compelled to leave the post and take cover
I .

(one of them \faS slightly wounded).

6, Informed, by the UNMOS on both sides about this exchange of artillery and

mortar fire, the Chairman of the Mixed Armistice Commission re~uested from both

parties rrc 16.20 (L.T.) a cease~fire for 17.00 (L.T.). Both parties confirmed

their acceptance of the cease-fire} the senior Syrian delegate at 16.38 (L.T.)}

and the senicr Israeli delegate at 16.55 (L. T. ). The tlli1ll10S in the area reptlrled

that the cease-fire was ef.fective on the Israeli side at tile agreed time} snd

at 1'(.0) (L, '::.) on the Syrian sid.e.

7. The Israelis did not fire after 17.00 (L.T.). On the Syrian side small arms

fire again broke out after dark at 19.40 (L.T.). It appeared to be directed

against Dardara and Khoury Farm and lasted until 20.15 (L.T.). It started

again from Oi13 until 0135 (L.T.) on 4 December: then continued sporadically

ending at 01.'·50 (L. T. ) ~ ThiA nring took place during heavy fog and was

directed, according to the Syria.ns, at Isreelfs patr(11s.

/ ...
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II. COMPLAU1TS BY THE PARTIES

8. Both parties have submitted complaints to the Israel..Syrian Mixed
ArnrlBt,lce Commission.
9. The senior Israeli delegate has submitted the tol101oling complaints:

(a) 1l0n 3 December} at 12.10 (L.T.)} fire was opened from Syrian position
of Darbasb,iya towards a herd and £'1ve shepherds who were in Israeli
territory at MR 2107 2788. One shepherd Ifas badly wounded by the fire.
A police patrol who came to his rescue "Was fired upon i'rom the Syrian posit:i.on
The police patrol ans,fered fire and tried to get the shepherd out of the
area, This patrol was pinned down by a Syrian artillery fire. Israeli
artillery T/fas obliged to return fire on this Syrian position in order to
save the life of the policeman and the she.phel'd "Iho die.d in the meantime" ..
(b) "On 3 December, at 16.00 (L.T.)} syrian heavy artillery fire was
dixected towards Hulath settlement11 •

Six othel' similarly worded complaints alleged the shelling at the same
time by Sydan artillery of the settlements of Shamir, Noteira} AismuxCl.,
Lamntt He.ba~han, Gadot and Yenud Hanmala.
10. The senior S;yrian delegate has submitted the following complaint s:

(a) HOn 3 Dec'::-Tber, a.t l2.J:0 (L.T.), a herd of cows accompa.nied by armed
Is:~aelis crOE\E'ed. the D2mal'catiol1 11ne and penetra-hed up to ,riJR 2J..20 2790.
Is:rG.<~lis opened fil'e on Ara'.:> inhabitants VJ~el'l they tried to drive away
tl:e herd outsidc S;yria.n ter_:~it.ol'Y"".

(b) HOn 3 December, bei::.weeu 15.4-5 (L.T.) and 1'"r.15 (L.T.), the Israeli
8,rtUlery without provDcaUon bombarded across Syrian border the fo11mol1ng
Arab plD.ces: Darbashiya (llflJ.q 2112 2771), IIa.far ('MR 2145 27(8)} Ain Mal1oun,
Tel Hilal(MR 2107 2742) and Galab1na. Fire was returned",

/ ...
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Ill. INVESTIGATION OF THE COMPLAINTS

11• . The Israeli complaint ~uoted in paragraph 9 (a) above vas investigated on

4 December. ~fO witnesses were interrogated. The body of the dead man was seen bJ

an UID,I(O who was told that it bad been found at MR 21097 27850 (175 meters) insi.de

Israeli-controlled terri+.ory). At this spot, in a small wady surrounded. by stiff

cliffs) ilbout 10 impacts of bullets were seen on the rock as \'/el1 as tvo large spot

of bloocl. ;Four d8ad COl'TS i.;ere foun:1 in the vicinity at MR.S 2:!.073 27975, 21070 2797

21p60 27962.

12. The Israeli complaints g)_tOted in paragraph (b) ab':lVe w'e;:."e not investigated by

UN Mill tary Obser;r~r(3) as no reCluest was mad.e ·oy the senior Israe15. a,e1oga.te for

suqh investlgati O~l.

13. The lnve s tig:,tion ?f the Sy:t'ian COl'I\;Dldnt qaoted in pa.ra,craph 10 (a) above

started on :5 Decf:!1ber) but i"as in-:'er::,,'upted becau~e firing l)!iJVented the

investigaUilg tC21fi from proceedinc; to the area (cf. pal"a. 5 above). The

inves'cigotion \Tas r€JI;m~d and, co,npleted on the. Syrian s:'de on 4 December. No

signi~icarrt tracks of men or cattle were found. One rtfle; one cartridge with

amml'ii'itions) Qne 1.;ater-cantine and tvo live han.d gr~na:J.es) alledged to [,3.ve been

picked up at th:l.s spot '\",1".er9 the Israeli had been shot} were pref:l:::,u'ce'd as ev~c,e:J.ce.

The spot could rot be i,ifmtified. The local army cOIilIllallder) 11ho'\ras interrogated a

a idt:,18SS) toli t~1e UN ob~;ervp.rs that local Ara,b sherhe":'ds who vTere graz,:',':lg their

flock near t~1e 1::(\1'll8r8,. saw Il.J,,"wish, soldiers ll and shouted fer help. Armed civiliar

came i'rom the vilJ.i;'.ge of Df:l.rba r3htya •

ll~. 'The 8y::,,'1an com);ll3.int quoted in pa'ragraph 10 (b) above vTas 1nvest1.e;ated 0:'1

4 December. Thre3 .witnesses were i~terrogated. They stated that Israeli artille~

opel:.ed fire on Darba.sh:i:.ra vTlwn the Israeli bege,n to \vithdravf from the a::..·eJ. of

Wadi el Hc.ndhaL The i:t:rrestigo,ting team saw phJ"sical eVidence of beavy al."tillery

and mortar sheD.ine; (r.aell fragments" tail pieces ano. fuses of shells of various

calibres) at parb8.shiya and Galadina. No phys,i.cal evidence of d8JfJ1l1:3.ges was seen

at Ain Mrunoun. H~far and Tel Hilal were not V1sited,as the Syrian liaison off!cer

stated that fire aGai~st these two places, bad been restricted to smal~ arms, and

there vTere neit:':J.er casualties nor da'!lages.
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PART II

15. There were ~fO distinct phases in the 3 December incident: the small arms

f.iring during which an Israeli shepherd was killed; the subse~uent extensive

ar~illery fire directed at military positions or villages.

16. The incident in which the shepherd wa.s killed followed a series of Israel

complaints alleging illegal graoing or in one case) stealing of .cattle. In the

week Ivhich preceded the 3 December incident (22 to 28 November), in addition to

tencomplaints alleging Unlegal gresing ll in the Demilitarized Zone) the Israeli

delegation to the Mixed Armistice Commission complained about seven cases of grasing

by Syrian, herds which had crossed the Armistice Demarcation Line into Israel

territory., The Israel delegation did not request an investigation for any of these

complaints. On the other hand, it re~uested an investigation of a complaint

alleging the stealing of a herd of tlventy-nine cows by wo Syrians on 24 November.

The complaint was investigated and six cows were found in Syrian herds (according

to the explanation given by the Syrian herdsmen the COW8 had crossed the river

Jordan. ipto Syria).

17. UtN~ Observers on the spot have witnessed such crossings of the Demarcation

Line by Syrian herds. It is a matter which the Israel-Syrian MAC

shOUld deal with, under all its aspects, if the provisions of tbe General Armistice

Agreement were observed and the MAC wa.s convened :to consider claims or complaints

by ei-ther party, as prcwid.ed in Article VII, para. 7, of the GM. Successive Chiefs

nf.S-taff of the'Truce SupeTVision Organization bave ex:Plained how and why complaints

are ·being lndged"i<rithor 'W'1thout a, reQ.uest for an investigatiOD and without a

r~est for a meeting {)f ·-the MAC (OF in particular Major General Burns 1 report of

6 JanuAry 1955: (8/334;) and (~x VIr tc the Secretary-General's report of

9 May 1956)· (S!.3596).
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18. As a resul.t of the failure of the Israel-Syria.n MAC to hold regular sessions

since June ~95~ and to hold. emergency meetings save in very exceptional

circumstances", the Chairman of the MAC and the, Chief o+, Staff of UNrrSO cannot speak.

on behal.f' of th.e MAC when they ask for the implementation of the GM. In the case

fa the Demilitarized Zone they rely, in some cases' successfullYJ' on the special

powers conferred on the Chairman under Arti'cle V of' the GM. Whim they cannot

invoke Article V, the representations and suggestions they are asked by one party

to make t;o the other are usually m.et by counter complaints. A party which asks the

Chairman, or the Chief of Staff, to tell the other party to stop an "illegal"

practice considers him as more or less useful go..."between, if not as the bearer of

a more or less disguised ultimatum~ "Tell them to stop this work ll or "Tell them

that vTe alwa~rs return fire 11 •

19. Thefac-t 'that the MAC does not meet and that the Chairman and the Chief of

Staff are cons idered as intermediaries wbo should obtain the stoppage of 11illegal"

prac-t1ces by 'the other party has created a state of mind contrary to the letter

and the spiri-t ot'the GM. This state of mind eX]?lains the second phase of the

3 December incident, viz the resort to artillery after a first phase in Which smalJ.,

arms were used. The pattern for the 3 December incident was set 006 November whep

resort to artillery followed. the use of small arms (on 6 Nov. the use of small arml3

had resulted in no casualty. ef pal;'t 3 of this report).

20. It is this pattern: use of artillery after the use of small arms which may

endanger the peace, e.ll'eady threatened by the tension vrhich has deveJ.oped in the

growing disrespect for the obligations agreed to in 1949" when the GM was

conclud.ed.

PART III

Following is part 3 of the report:

21. The last report submitted to the Security Council related specifically to the

Demilitarized Zone, (8/3844 dated 1 July 195~(, and addendum dated T August 1957).

This part; of my report will deal with the major incidents Which, since the

/ ...
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beginning of 1958, have contributed to the increasing tension not only in the

Delll:i.J.itarized Zone) but in the whole bord.er area.

CA) Mine clearing operations J:n the Northern sector of the Demilitarized Zone.

22. It will be recalled that mine clearing operationsund.ertaken by the Israelis

in January and February 1958 in the Northern sector of the Demilitarized Zone led

to incidents which were the object of communications to the Secm" it)" Council from

both Israel. (S/3945 and S/3955) and Syria (S/3946, S/3948 and S/3950). Firing

incidents occurred in that area on 23, 24 and 28 January, and on 4 February.

On 28 January, 2 Isra:eli policemen were killed and 5 l'i'Ounded during an exchange of

fire "Hhich l.asted approximately 2 hours. Two different versions were given by the

parties. According to the Israelis, rifle and automatic fire was opened from

Syrian fortified positions at a party of Israeli policemen who were engaged in

clearing mines in fields located in the Demilitarized Zone, A Syrian Army unit

then ente~ed the area and attacked the Israeli polf cemen who were armed with rifles

only. ~b,e Syrian Force withdrew after the arrival of Israeli reinforcements ~hich

returned. the automatic fire. According to the Syrians, an Israeli military

detcchment and an ar.mou~ed vehicle ~l1ich had entered the Demilita~ized Zone opened

fir8 Q~ A~ab farmerb who were working on their lands. An exchange of fire ensued,

and Israeli reinforcements were brought into the are~. It should be noted that

the Isneli deleGat~.on to th~ Mixed Armistice Commission had given no inc1.ication

to the Chi;l.) rman that mine li fting operations would be ca:."ried out. CocseCiuently,

Uni ted Hatio'1s Mil.it2.ry Observers (l;NMOs) did not al:cr:Jmpany the IsraeU party into

the Demi.litar:tzeJ Zone, the UnHed Nations ObGervat~"on POF"ts in tbo m'ea could not

be notifie(l, and the incident Was not observed. Invest:i.g<'1tlon of' the cO!"1plaints on

the incident s~omitttd by the two parties did not L8s01ve t~e discrepancies between

their cOl,fli.cting versions.

/ ...

23. Di'lergjng viers held. by the parties to the General Armistice Agreement as to

the eJ::act location, in the Jalabina area, of the vlestern limit of the central

sector of the Demilit!;t.rhed Zone, consisting of the former shoreline of the

g.

(B) ]Je+,er,."i.nnti0n of' the Weste:rtl limit of the Demilitarized Zope along the former--'--- '-..- ...__. . ...~._---~--_ ...
ShO:N::lJ',2 I,r> ]'c':'c" H.,:J..a.
-~- -_. ~,,--, ..._. -~.'" -_ -.._0- ..__
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reclaimed Lake Hula led a.t the end of l·~al·cb to considerable tension and to tw

serious incident.s} on 30 and ;1 l·rarch. COlTm\.)J1icatioI1G were a.c1:\reMed to the

Security CClundl by the Uniteli Aral) Republic (5/;983) and. by Isra131 (8/3985).

Firing incidi:Hlts occurred on 2t•1 25, and 26 l"arch, when the Israelis started

worlt on the d.:icg1ng of an irrigs.tion ditch wbich at the so.me time marked the

lTf:Gtorn Hmi t of the Dcmilitarizt::d Zone. TIle Israelio cont:'!ndcd that their trace

of the ditch was entirely in Is:rael...controlled territory} whereas the Syrians

e,ssel'tetl tho.:t it was on Arab owned l.cmds in the Demilitarized Zone. At the request

of thf;~ Chainlan of the r,lixed Armistice Commission, ~ork was suspended to

permit. 0. cloterminat1on on the ground of the exact lccat1.ol1 of the ,,,estern limit

of the I'emili.tnri2.ed :!..<me. 'Ills Isro.elis r:l.Gr~ed t'J JOSt1,JiJt'8 w<n:k for three dayS.

On the evening of ~1$ I·larch, the Chuiru:an a::;l~ed fa:: a fu.rt::ler r03tp::mement of

work, a.o the d15crepancies "tet\rcen the da.te. submitted 1)y the Israelis and the

Syrians w1 th r~gB.rd to the eXt~ct location of tbe line hci not yet been elimina.ted,

The IS:'tlcliu refu~)ed to postpone the resum.ption of HOI':\' beyonJ. 1200 LT on

30 t;:al'ch. 7'1.c cl..iCgi~~& of the ditch was rcstm:cd wlth El. crane, the working party

b~~in0 t.\;f:cmpn.nied by 5.1"l armoured IJ81'oonnel ca.::'·1:18r. Scon singl\3 ohots were fired

(.It. thu CITni~ fr'om the Byrian Gi~k. The Israel.is r0~;urne(1 :lire, al1d 8. general

exchange of fire enc~ed in tbe area, \:hich laGted neady two hours and involved

tn.nks, !a':nt(~ra end f.i~'ti11C'~·y firc. en 51 ~1t1.r..:h, th,.; I:-m:l.elio rejected a. renewed:

rel1ucr:t hy tl~(~ Chcdrn:c.n f(")~; 9. ro;;t~011etGCnt. oi'the cJi 6~r..':'Z;l~ of the c!itch, which

\{a~i rl~.· ll,~: <l :i.. n thll (..d't al'nonn. Se"..:rnl !~:or1:.ar l"O'Jll~l.; ,\':p' ,~\ .iHd :! n the 'r icinity of

f.l:r:e enoued, involvlng tur::ts, mO!7tnrs e"1c1 urt.ille:·y, for a:.~proximately two hours.

On both oldeG, lu:tJ.1.::'cry and l,;ort.nr fire wn::; cUr(~:.:ter.l ('.':. vilbges. During the

:50 and .)1 t·!a,,:,+ch 1ndd,tmtG I four 1:3rfwno \lere l{U::"ed \1 Israeli and. 3 Syrians),

unci el(~~'.:n ".nn\.' WP\.Jnlh1d (:? ISl'o.cl:lD ond () S~... :i~l.nf:l), Se:l.'io;lG der::.:ge va.n reported

on both :;':~tk~,;. t"~n'k ....·Cl::J ni')t reDumcd on t.he 6i!'r:h during t,he i'(J)J,Oi·ring days,

When t~hp. Gurvf):r uml(;!rtnkr.l'1 by the Uniterl Ni:l.tions O:::iervern '·ms coo;plcted. On

5 J\prl1~ I cmw;uni{~3.t;cu ".0 tl1'1 };(1,l''t:!.f;S r:..y fin(li~g::; 'oe-secl on this survey. They

I··,
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24. A similar situation developed further north at the end of May in the area

of Ein El Tina, along the fvrmer shoreline of Lake Hllla. Small arms fire broke

out on 27 and 31 May, in connexion with the surveying and digging by the Israelis

of a ditch which, was the case in the Jalabina area two months earlier, they

consid~red to be located in Israel-controlled territory tc the west of the limit

of the Demilitarized Zone, vThereas the Syrians contended that it was lGicated ~n

lands reserved for use by Arab farmers in the Demilitarized Zone. On the morning

of 27 May, an exchange of fire took place for nearly tWti hQurs in the vicinity ef

an Israeli survey party which had started working under the protecti~n of border

police. No casualties were rep~rted ~n the Israeli side. Two persons were

re-ported as wounded on the Syrian aide. The survey was continued without incidentf

on 28 and 29 1Y1.ay. On 30 May, alth~ugh the survey was not completed, an Iaraeli

"lorking party i,Tith a tractor, under border pelice protection, started to mark the

pr$p~sed ditch. Fire broke out again in the vicinity on two occasions in the

afternoon, for approximately one h6ur and one half hour respectively. Neither

casualties nor damage were reported on either side. In ccmplaints submitted by the

parties on .the incidents on bcth 27 and 30 May, contradictory ass~rtions were made

as to whn had fired first. The discrepancies were not res~lved during the

investigation of the complaints. W~rk was ndt resumed by the Israelis during the

following days. A survey was undertaken by United Ne.tions Observers, and I

communice.to=d my findings to the parties on 10 June. Both parties accepted them.

c. CivL:.J'1l: activities in the central sector of the Demilitarized Zone
(Eastern aula Area}-- -
25. ,At the end of June, tension developed again in the eastern Hula Area, in

relation with the use of lands in the central sector of the Demilitarized Zone.

The Chairman of the Mixed Armistice Commission was faced with claims and counter

claims by Israelis and Arabs, who wanted to exercise o\vuership rights in ~rder to

work on various parcels of land which had hitherto been used in adverse possession

by Arabs and Israelis respectively. Firing incidents took place in the areas

l
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of Dardaras and Jalabina cn 2 and 3 July. Though it was not possible to ascertain,

on eithar of those days, the imlOOdiate reason for the incidents which took place,

it would appear that firing was the result of the considerable tensi~n created

by the assertion, by bctb ps,rties, of their right to work on certain parcels of

land ,{hleh had hitherto been left ftlr use to the other party.· bn 2 July, firing

brlJke out at approximately 1250 LT in the Dardara area, following the explosion

of a gas tank of a p('lice v8iJ.icle some .30"metres to the northeast of the village.

Repeated attempts were made to arrange a cease fire at specific times. Each time,

h~wever, fire WaS resumed. Anti-tank guns and m~rtar6 Were use~, in addition

to machice-guns and other small arme. There ~~3 intermittent firing unt~.l

190i/ LT. The parties submitted s~q-e1.'&.1 complaints relating to vuious phases of

the incident, each alleging that fire had been ~~pencd frUl;l ';jlLe other side. The

SY~I:~,\)1'" :i.","'IJC1"'f;eJ. neither casualti.es n(,r damage on their side. The Ieraelis

rep'.H..t~,1 t~'le "rounding of t.wo policeruen as well as heavy damage in Dardara village

and 1,1:: C.2:·,t:rllctiun ef a police vehicle. Small arms firing took place in the

same g-::i.Jc)'t:'~J. area on the evening bf 3 July between 2080 and 22CO LT.

26. Cn 6 November, a major firing incident, involving the use of tanks, mortars,

and artillery, took place in the area of the central sector of the Demilitarized

Zone in direct connexion with the problem of the use of lands referred to in

the :preceding paragraph. At 0654 LT on that day, the Chairman received a message

from the Senior Israeli Delegate informing him that at approximately 0730 LT

bn the same day, the Jewish National Fund would be carrying out cultivation and

land reclamation work on a specific parcel of land in the central sector of the

Bemilitari~ed Zone. According to mandatory records, that parcel is part of the

unreserved concession area of the Hula concession, and it is therefore Jewish~

owned. The pa.rcel} hO'l':"cver, has been used by Arab farmers for grazing and for

cultivation. It is one of several parcels in the area, on which the right to

work has been claimed by one of the parties on the basis of ownership rights

/ ...
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whereas it has been since 1948 used by the other party. Under the

circumstance~, the Chairman had considered it esaential t~ reach Borne

understanding between the pa.rties on the disturbance of the status 'lUl'Zj in

order to Rubstitute for it an alloca.ti~n of land based on ownership: faced

as he was With claims and counter claims a.iming at giving ip various parcels

precedence to ownerl'lhip rights over adverse possession, he -did not deem

that he should entertain the claims of one of the partiel"l without taking

due account of the claims ·of other party, lest his actions be prejudicial

to the 'positioD of one of the parties and thus contrary to the spirit in

itrhich he must exercise the functions devol\1'ed upon him by article Vof the GAA.·

When it became clear that no understanding CQuld be reached for the surveying

of ~peciric parcels in order to ensure their use according to ownership

l:'ightFl, the Chairman, on '7 July, had pr~posed et IllOdu~ vivendi whereby the

st,S.tu8 gJl~ for the use of land would be maintained in the EaFltern HUla

area without prejudice of any rigbto or claims of the parties. This proposal

emhwdied the elements of a compensation be~ween the various claims and c~unter

claims presented to the Chairman. It also offered, in the form of wadis, and of

ditches marking the western limit of the nemilitarized Zone which had been the

ebject of findings on my part accepted by both parties (see paras. 3 and 4
above), a clear demarcation between lands to be earmarked for use by Israelis

and by Arabs respectively, and was thus likely to reduce considerably the

pos8tbiUt~e6 of friction. No reply had been received from the Israelis to

the Glairmanls proposal ~ it had been accepted by the Arabs - when on

6 November the Israelis decided to start working on one of the parcels

involved.in this·proposal. A wor~ing party arrived on the parcel and 'started

to work at 0745 LT. At 0800 LT, tVb bursts of automatic fire were heard in the

area byaUnited Nations Observation post. The Israeli working party withdrew.

nuring the morning and the early part of the afternoon, signs of unusual
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roUitary activity on both side s were seen by UNMOS in the general area.

Shortly before 1400 LT, a,n Israeli working party returned to the parcel

with an armoured bulldozer. Again a burst of machine~gun fire was heard, and a

general exchange of heavy fire immediately ellsi.~ed, . while the. Israeli working

party withdrew under the cover ,~f a screen of Sffi0ke bombs thrown by the

accompanying border p81ice. Fifteen tanks were involved in the firing on the

Israeli side, and mortars and artillery on both sides. Military positi~ns

and villages were the targets on both sides. A cease~fire was arranged by

the Chairman for 1500 LT, but it was not t1bserved. Around that time each

side intermittently stopped its fire, but 'Y1Ould soon resu.me firing because fire

had not ceased from the other side.. From 1500 LT, some lulls occurred in the

firing, followed by resumed fire. Another ceasewfire was arranged for 16Q~ LT.

Fire ceased conwletely in the area at ap,prijxima'tely 1610 LT. Damage 'and 1&S8

of property were reported from both aides, but no casualties were reported.

The Israeli Delegation to the Mixed Armistice Commission submitted complaints

relating to the incidents of bQth the morning and the afternoon. However,

no investiga,tion of '~;hesc complaints was requ.ested. The Syrian Delegation

submitted a complaint on the events ~f the afternoon, and requested an

investigation. During the investigation, physical evidence of damage by shelling

was seen in various places in Syrian territory and a number of witnesses were

interrogated.

27. I have since that date personally sought to r.each a solution acceptable

to both parties for the regulation of civilian activities in the eastern Hula

area ~f the demilitarized zone, but I have met up to now with no success.
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(D) Other iricide,nts

28. Whereas the event s referred to in the preceding paragra.phs have ·been the,
main contributory causes of the considerable tension which has existed during the

year in the area of the Armistice Demarcation Line between Israel and 'Syria., there

bave been numerous other instances of friction of a. less acute nature. These'·

minor incidents have a.lso,however, contrlbuted to the deteriora.tion of the

general situation. Several of them have been related to the crossing or· alleged

crossing of flocks, sometimes followed by the seizure of cattle, sheep and goats

by one or the other :party. Severa.l firing incidents have occurre.d 1n this

connexion. On the whole, the worsening of the situation and the increase of the

general tension has been illustrated or the considerable increase in the number of

complaints of violations of the Genera.l Armistice Agreement sent by both parties

to. the Chainnan of the Mixed Armistice Commission. While the over...all number of. ".

complaints lodged by Israel and Syr1shad been, for the first six months of the

year, ,406 and 572 respectively, the monthly figures were 379 and 413 in July,

41~1 and 629 in August} 340 and 36610 SeptemberJ Md 310 and 256 in October.

(E) Incidents during the last month

29. 'J;he fo11oil'ir.g ma:in incidents have talcen p1a.ce between the serious firing

incident of 6 No~ember referred to in paragraph 6 and the incident of 3 December

1,,}1ich is dealt with in the first part of this' report.

30. During the night of 16...17 November, the Jewish National Fund made, under a

cove~ of darkness, a survey of the Eastern limit of the parcel on which work had

been attempted on 6 November. The 1I apprOXimate11 boundary of the _parcel was marked

with seven markers consisting of 6... foot angle irons inbedded in concrete. The

Chairman was notified the next morning that the survey had tal<;:en place.
,

31. In its communication to the Security COtmci1, the Israel delegation has

specifically referred to fue murder of Mrs. Doran, wife of the British Air

Attache to Israel. On 19 November} the body of Mrs. Dor8ll, who had disappeared

from Capernauro two days earlier, was found on the shore of Lalce Tiberias, in

Israel~controlledterritory, approXimately 800 metres from the Armistice

Demarcation Line. Mrs. Doran had been killed by three bullets. /In investigation

was made by a United Nations Observer follOWing an Israel complaint alleging that
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eh had been murdered by armed individuals who had crossed from Syria. Three

ca tridgea with Arabic markings were found at the place where Mrs. Doran had been

eb t J apprOXimately 60 metres f:I:OID the place where her body was :f'(.und. From the

la ter place, tracks of two bare-footed persons were seen lee.::'ing to th~ East

dt ectly towards the edge of the Jordan river, in the direction of Syrian territory.

Ft 'ID approximately half way to the river, the set of foot tracks with shoes was

al ,0 seen along the same path.

3~ On 19 November, a newly laid mine was found by braeli workers on Jewish-owned

lE la. in the northern sector of the Dernilitarized Zone. An investigation by a

Ur .ted Nations Observer confirmed the existence on the land in question of a newly

lE .d round plastic mine with th~~tu$eS.

3~, In the night of 20.21 November, fhi'ins toolt ;place in the area of Jalabina,, .

i1 the central sector of the Demilitarized Zone. The Israeli Delegation submitted

a ~omplaint a.lleging that at 1810 LT) fire had been directed. from a Syrian

AJ cry position towards the Hula Bridge and. the vicinity of the Hulata settlement.

F: ~e had not "been returned. No investigation of this complaint was requested. The

S: ~'ian Delegation complained that at 1810 LT, mach1ne~gun fire had been directed

a' the strong point of Dreijat, in Syrian territory, from a distance of

a- ?roximatelY 200 metres, by an armed Israeli detacbment 'l'lhich had penet;rated deeply

i: 1:,0 the Demil;i.torized Zone. ,Hhcn fire had been retuned, rl,~,,'1NY ~')'.U..rrt.£l of machine..

g n fire had been o.irected from Khoury Farm auo. Tule.:il to-i-mr'}:,: by:d.r:.n territorY.

T 0 other Syrian complaints alleged the penetration of an arrr.ed !sraeli det~chment

i to the Demilitarized Zone and firing at Dreijat at 0055 LT ana. 0230 LT during

t e same night. An investigat;i.on of these three complaints was reqwJsted, and

'\'I s carried out on 21 November. Four witnesses "Were interrogated. 'Ihe following

:p ysical evidence "ras found at approximately MR 21013 27184, inside the

r militarized Zone, approximately 50 metres from the International Border:

1 infantry radio set, 1 woolen cap, 1 magazine full of cartridges, 8, cartridge

C ,ses and bags of cartridges, all of the same type used by the Israeli army.

:: '. On 24 Novelli\er, the Syrian Delega.tio~ cOrllplained that a Arab-owned land had.

1: :en mined in the northern sector of the Damilitarized Zone. The United Nations

C ,server investigating the complaint found on the land in g,uestion :2 anti

I ~rsonnel mines planted in the ground, It mines in wooden casing put in a pileX;t

1 detonators scattered, and an empty textile sack bearin~ Hebrew letters.

~ ~ 1I




