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General

The Permanent Representative of Israel to the United. ations presents his
compliments to the Secretery-General of the United !ations and, with reference to
the pli~ht of refu ees from South-East Asia which has stirred the conscienc~ of
the orld, has the honour to b~inp, the follmTinr to his attention:

The Government of Israel decided some time ae-o to extenr medical and other
h~anitarian aid to the Cambodian refur,ees. Indeed, Israel had launched this
venture even before the Secretary-GeneralIs recent aopeal on behalf of those
refugees and in doinc so 'Tas one of the first countries to embark unon a relief
prorrramme aimed at alleviating the plir,ht of the refuF,ees in Question.

As a first step, ~edical nu~plies and equipment "ill be sent to th~ fi~lrl

Clinics; which are presently located along the Thai-Cambodian border. and "-'here a
15-man tear,) of !1ledical volunteers from Israel will be 'Torkinc;.

In addition to such measures beinf, taken at the official level, Many ordinary
Israelis involved in h~anitarian caus~s, are showinp, their concern for the
refucees. A number of private Israeli citizens are already in Thailand, where
they are assistine in relief activities by distributin~ food supplies.

It ~ll be recalled that the Government of Israel offeree. asylum in June 1977
to 66 Vietn8.l!lesc rcfut:tees. Later, in Januar.r 197~, a further 101 I'boat eo_le"
from South East-Asia Here absorbed and re labilitated in I~rnel. FurtherC'or~,

in June 1979. ~rior to tie International Meeting on Indochine~e Refu~ees held in
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Geneva in July 1979, the Government of Israel n~peRled to heads of State to fol1o~

Israel's 0ecision and to accept a number of Indochinese refugees~ in proportion
to the size of their ~opulation and territory. Israel translated its appeal into
action by Announcinr at the Geneva t{eeting its rear1.iness to absorb and
rehebilitate a further 200 refuGees. Doe hundrpd ninety-seven of these refugees
arrived in Israel yestex-day. These figures include 1,1 Vietnnmese ·'boat people"
uha uere rescued, after being found adrift on the open sea~ by the i'reirhter
Zi~._~V_dneY, of Israel' 5 Zim Shipping Company.

The Permanent Re~resentative of Israel has the honour to request that this
letter be circulated as an official document of the General Assembly under
item 83 on the agenda.




