
SECURITY 

COUNCIL 

f @,ve the honour to refer to the statemen$ on the Congo situa$ion issued 

by the Govemxent of the Union of S~vieS socialist Republicg OXI 25 November, in 

lmms stmilar to those of i;he letter addressed to you on 25 17ovember by the 

Pm-mnent Rqmmntative of tlie U.kion of s0viet so~iazist R~Fu~~.~cs, Referring 
to the Soviet statement the Foreign O$Yi.cc issued the following statment in 

London today: 

"I&r Majesty's Government of course yeject the terms of this sta‘te3nent. 
The description given In zi.t of the rescue operaj;ion is far from the truth. 
Her Majesty*s Government have made it clear that this operation was a 
humanit,arian one desi@ned soLe$~ to rescue civilians held prisoner in 
Stanleyville, fncludlng a number of women and children. Her Majesty's 
Government were asked fox', and granted, certain facilities, including the 
rj-g~t to S-Wp ~hmxv$~ AscensiCn Ml.a.nd, aad the operation only took place 
in view of the refusal of +the rebel leaders 30 give .g~~~~mtees of *he 
safety of the civilians zin Stanleyvllle or to treat them in accordance with 
the llormally accepted -rules of war." 

1 should be El;raAxf'ul. 19 this letter could be circulated as a Security Council 

document. 

I avail myself, etc. 

( Sj.g~e() (CARADON) 


