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1. With this report, the Republic of Cuba intends to update the information 
concerning its compliance with the International Convention on the Suppression 
and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid, to which Cuba has been a party since 
February 1977. This document has been prepared according to the general 
guidelines regarding the form and contents of reports to be submitted by 
States parties, contained in document E/CN.4/1286. 

^J The initial report and the second, third, fourth and fifth periodic 
reports submitted by the Government of Cuba (E/CN.4/1277/Add.8, 
E/CN.4/1353/Add.7, E/CN.4/1983/24/Add.l, E/CN.4/1984/36/Add.9 and 
E/CN.4/1987/26/Add.2) were considered by the Group of Three at its sessions in 
1978, 1981, 1983, 1985 and 1987 respectively. 
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2. As a supplement to the information being submitted under the Convention, 
the five previous reports submitted by Cuba may be consulted if necessary. 

Introduction 

3. Since the triumph of the Revolution in 1959, the Republic of Cuba has 
firmly opposed any manifestation of racial discrimination or oppression 
restricting the fundamental freedoms of individuals and peoples, and it has 
therefore fought to eliminate the vestiges of racism and racial discrimination 
that existed in the country at that time as a result of the prevailing social 
regime. In the international context, Cuba has been known for its firm 
struggle against imperialism and the different forms of domination, such as 
colonialism, neo-colonialism and racism, zionism, racial discrimination and 
apartheid, as the principal causes of violations of the human rights of 
peoples and individuals. 

4. The Constitution of the Republic of Cuba recognizes and guarantees to all 
citizens the rights of equality and mutual respect, free of discrimination in 
any of its forms and manifestations, and encourages, through various means, 
social security, free medical aid, the right to work, free education, sports, 
culture, recreation and access to all offices and responsibilities on the 
basis of merit and ability. 

5. The principles of condemnation of imperialism, fascism, colonialism and 
racism are part of our people's social behaviour, in keeping with the 
socialist conception of the Government of the Republic of Cuba, and are 
recognized in article 12 of the Constitution. 

6. Furthermore, the Penal Code in force contains certain provisions which 
encompass the perpetrators of offences of a discriminatory nature, including 
apartheid. It also includes a precept that prevents the perpetrators of acts 
violating international law from evading judicial action. 

7. Cuba has acceded to the international conventions aimed at combating 
discrimination in all its forms, including discrimination based on race, sex 
or nationality, and our internal legal order in that area is in keeping with 
the international instruments that guarantee equality of rights to all 
persons. Among the international instruments to which Cuba is a party are the 
International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial 
Discrimination; the International Convention on the Suppression and 
Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid; the Convention on the Elimination of 
All Forms of Discrimination against Women; the Convention against 
discrimination in education, adopted by the General Conference of the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) in 
1960; and the International Labour Organisation (ILO) Convention concerning 
Discrimination in respect of Employment and Occupation, 1958 (No. Ill). Cuba 
is also a party to ILO Conventions Nos. 105, 107, 110, 122 and 140. 

8. A significant step in the revolutionary process was the setting up of 
institutions representative of the State through the establishment of organs 
of people's power. In this way, not only are the people represented by the 
State, but they actually participate directly and systematically in State 
decisions. The organs of people's power are comprised of men and women with 
no distinctions based on race, who are elected freely, according to criteria 
devoid of any type of racial consideration. The mass media in Cuba conduct a 
great variety of activities against racism, apartheid and any manifestation of 
discrimination, both at home and abroad. 
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1. Information on the legislative, judicial, administrative or other 
measures that have been adopted and that give effect to the following 
provisions of the Convention: 

(a) That apartheid is a crime against humanity and that inhuman acts 
resulting from the policies and practices of apartheid and similar 
policies and practices of racial segregation and discrimination, as 
defined in article II of the Convention, are crimes violating the 
principles of international law, in particular the purposes and 
principles of the Charter of the United Nations, and constituting a 
serious threat to international peace and security 

9. The Penal Code in force severely punishes any manifestation of racial 
discrimination or apartheid. Book II, chapter III, "Offences against peace 
and international law" enumerates the offences repudiated by the international 
legal conscience and condemned in international conventions to which Cuba is a 
party such as the conventions on mercenarism, genocide and apartheid. 

10. Even though racial discrimination is prohibited in the Republic of Cuba, 
articles 128 and 349 of the Penal Code mention apartheid and acts of 
discrimination as serious and punishable offences and prescribe penalties for 
them. 

(b) That organizations, institutions and individuals committing the crime of 
apartheid are considered criminal 

11. Article 18 (4), of the Penal Code makes the perpetrators of acts 
considered to be violations of international law and of offences qualified as 
crimes against humanity liable to criminal prosecution. This provision 
stipulates: 

"In cases of crimes against humanity or attacks on human dignity or the 
welfare of the community, or in cases stipulated by international 
treaties, all those criminally responsible are considered to be 
perpetrators, whatever their form of participation." 

2. Information on the legislative, judicial, administrative or other 
measures that have been adopted and that give effect to the following 
provisions of the Convention: 

(a) The undertaking, as required under article IV (b) of the Convention, to 
adopt legislative, judicial and administrative measures to prosecute, 
bring to trial and punish in accordance with their jurisdiction persons 
responsible for, or accused of, the acts defined in article II of the 
Convention, whether or not, such persons reside in the territory of the 
State in which the acts are committeed or are nationals of that State or 
of some other State or are stateless persons; 

(b) Article III of the Convention, that international criminal responsibility 
shall be applied, irrespective of the motive involved, to individuals, 
members of organizations and institutions and representatives of the 
State, whether residing in the territory of the State in which acts are 
perpetrated or in some other State, whenever they (i) commit, participate 
in, directly incite or conspire in the commission of the acts mentioned 
in article II of the Convention; (ii) directly abet, encourage or 
co-operate in the commission of the crime of apartheid 
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12. Article 18 (4) of the Penal Code establishes criminal responsibility for 
all perpetrators who participate in activities which might possibly be 
qualified as related to apartheid; this provision must be applied in keeping 
with the regulations contained in other provisions of the Penal Code. 

13. We would also like once more to point out the relevance of the provisions 
of article 5 (1), (2) and (3) of the Penal Code, which have been reproduced in 
previous reports, concerning aspects of the Convention analysed under this 
item. 

(c) The undertaking, as provided for under article XI of the Convention, to 
grant extradition in accordance with their legislation and with the 
treaties in force, in cases enumerated in article II of the Convention 

14. According to Cuban legislation, extradition is conducted in conformity 
with international treaties, or, where none exists, in accordance with Cuban 
law. 

15. Article 6 of the Penal Code stipulates: 

"1. A Cuban citizen may not be extradited to another State. 

2. Extradition of aliens is conducted in conformity with international 
treaties, or, where none exists, in accordance with Cuban law. 

3. Aliens wanted for having fought against imperialism, colonialism, 
neo-colonialism, fascism or racism, or for having upheld democratic 
principles or the rights of working people, shall not be extradited." 

3. Information on the legislative, judicial, administrative or other 
measures that have been adopted and that give effect: 

(a) To the undertaking, as required under article IV (a) of the Convention, 
to adopt any legislative or other measures necessary to suppress as well 
as to prevent any encouragement of the crime of apartheid and similar 
segregationist and discriminatory policies or their manifestations and to 
punish persons guilty of that crime 

16. There is no reason whatever in Cuba why the offences of encouragement of 
racism or propaganda should occur or organizations disseminating ideas based 
on racial superiority, hatred or discrimination should be established in Cuba, 
since our country has eradicated poverty, ignorance, unemployment, social 
parasitism, exploitation, oppression and discrimination in any of its forms or 
manifestations. 

17. The Associations Act sets forth the purposes of associations, and if any 
association contrary to the legislation in force were to be formed, 
articles 239 and 240 of the Penal Code, concerning associations, would be 
applied. Article 238 of the Code is also applicable to persons who conspire 
to commit offences, cause disturbances or commit antisocial acts. 
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18. Article 349 of the Penal Code prescribes a penalty of deprivation of 
liberty for a period of six months to three years and/or a fine of 200 to 
500 cuotas (parts) for anyone who commits offences of discrimination or 
promotes or encourages discrimination or commits acts preventing or hindering 
the exercise or enjoyment of equal rights on grounds of race, sex, colour or 
national origin. 

(b) To acquaint the public as widely as possible with the evils of apartheid 
and the text of the Convention using all the information and other media 
at their disposal 

19. Cuba has continued to comply with the requirement to publicize the 
purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations, the 
United Nations Declaration on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial 
Discrimination, the International Convention on the Suppression and Punishment 
of the Crime of Apartheid and other relevant international instruments. These 
subjects have been highlighted in higher educational establishments through 
post-graduate, specialization and research courses given in those institutions. 

20. The Cuban people have been kept informed of the principal international 
events and developments connected with the struggle to eliminate racial 
discrimination, apartheid and Zionism, in particular through radio, the press 
and television. Exhibitions have also been organized on the life and struggle 
of peoples fighting for national liberation in various regions. 

21. Young people from different parts of the world come to Cuba to carry out 
secondary, advanced, technical and professional studies, availing themselves 
on a fully equal basis of the benefits enjoyed by Cuban citizens in the areas 
of education, health and culture on the principle that such advantages are 
within the people's reach. 

22. In 1986 and 1987 various activities were carried out to commemorate the 
International Day of Solidarity with the Struggling People of South Africa and 
the International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination; 
particular mention should be made of the events organized by the Cuban 
Institute for Friendship with Peoples, the Cuban-African Association and the 
Cuban Association for the United Nations. 

23. During this period Cuba was also visited by numerous leaders and persons 
engaged in the struggle against racism, racial discrimination, apartheid, 
colonialism, neo-colonialism and imperialism. Mention should be made of the 
visits of Oliver Tambo, President of the African National Congress (ANC), 
Sam Nujoma, President of the South West Africa People's Organization (SWAPO), 
and Toivo Ya Toivo, Secretary-General of SWAPO. 

24. Particular reference should be made to the formation of the Cuban 
Anti-Apartheid Committee, which has established useful contacts with its 
counterparts in Europe, the Americas and Africa. The University of Havana 
awarded an honoris causa degree to Nelson Mandela, who was received by the 
Reverend Aldolfo Ham, President of the Cuban Anti-Apartheid Committee. 

25. In 1986 a seminar was held on the hundredth anniversary of the abolition 
of slavery in Cuba, at which various papers by Cuban and foreign scholars in 
the field were discussed. In 1987, the Centre for African and Middle Eastern 
Studies held a seminar on current problems in Africa and the Middle East, at 
which a meeting was devoted to the situation in South Africa. 
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26. During the past two years, on the occasion of the celebration of the 
International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination and the 
International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People, the Government of 
the Republic of Cuba has sent messages to the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations condemning racism, racial discrimination, apartheid and 
Zionism, and supporting the just cause of peoples struggling against such 
discriminatory practices and for the achievement of their independence and 
national liberation, in defence of their sovereign rights. 

2 7. Cuba has also participated in various activities in other countries, such 
as the Seminar on Racial Discrimination and Apartheid (Buenos Aires, 1986); 
the World Conference on Sanctions against Racist South Africa (Paris, 1986); 
the International Conference for the Immediate Independence of Namibia 
(Vienna, 1986); the Conference on the Role of Intellectuals in Current 
Conditions (Zimbabwe, 1987); the Meeting with Leaders of the South African 
Miners' Union (Zimbabwe, 1987); the International Conference on Children, 
Repression and the Law in Apar the id South Africa (Zimbabwe, 1987); the 
International Conference against Apartheid in Sports (Zimbabwe, 1987); and 
the International Conference on Solidarity with the African National 
Congress (ANC) (United Republic of Tanzania, 1987) . 

4. Information on the legislative, judicial, administrative or other 
measures that have been adopted and that give effect to the undertaking, 
as required under article VI of the Convention, to accept and carry out 
in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations the decisions taken 
by the Security Council aimed at the prevention, suppression and 
punishment of the crime of apartheid, and to co-operate in the 
implementation of decisions adopted by other competent organs of the 
United Nations with a view to achieving the purposes of the Convention 

28. The Cuban Revolution has been characterized by its unrestricted 
observance of and respect for the purposes and principles of the Charter of 
the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the 
United Nations Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial 
Discrimination. Cuba has been a party to the International Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination since 1972 and to the 
International Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of 
Apartheid since 1977. 

29. Cuba fulfils its commitments under the international instruments aimed at 
combating racial discrimination and apartheid by incorporating them into its 
legislation, as mentioned above. It has also supported and continues to 
support the resolutions adopted by the United Nations General Assembly and the 
Commission on Human Rights condemning racial discrimination and especially the 
policy of apartheid in South Africa. It also supports the resolutions and 
decisions of other international bodies and specialized agencies along these 
lines. 

30. It has also continued to pay special attention to activities under the 
Second Decade for Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination and has 
supported the dissemination and realization of the Proqramme of Action and 
programme of activities for the Second Decade. 
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31. During this period, Cuba submitted its report on its implementation of 
the IK) Declaration on the policy of apartheid in South Africa. Cuban 
delegations to the United Nations General Assembly, the Commission on Human 
Rights and other international forums have systematically condemned and 
continue to condemn racial discrimination, racism and apartheid in all parts 
of the world and in particular the discriminatory practices of the 
South African regime and the violations of the human rights of the Palestinian 
people. 

32. Similarly, at meetings of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries, Cuba has 
strongly condemned colonialist, zionist and discriminatory practices based on 
apartheid and racial discrimination, and has on more than one occasion 
expressed its support for and solidarity with the peoples and national 
liberation movements of southern Africa that are struggling for their right to 
self-determination, independence and sovereignty. 

33. The Republic of Cuba does not maintain relations of any kind with the 
South African regime or with Israel. 

5. States parties should endeavour where possible to identify in their 
periodic reports individuals, organizations, institutions and 
representatives of States which are alleged to be responsible for the 
crime enumerated in article II of the Convention, as well as those 
against whom legal proceedings have been undertaken by the State party to 
the Convention 

34. In Cuba, where the people participate unreservedly and guarantees exist 
for the implementation of the Constitution and the laws that have been enacted 
in the course of the process of institutionalization and consolidation of the 
achievements that are most important for the working class, the rights of 
every person to economic, political, social and cultural equality are not only 
safeguarded by positive law, but are the very essence of the Cuban Revolution, 
in which people live together with no racial differences. For this reason, no 
cases of racial discrimination have been brought before the Cuban courts, and 
it may be said that racial discrimination in our country has disappeared. 

35. Cuba reiterates its support and advocacy of the identification of 
individuals, organizations, institutions and representatives of States which 
are alleged to be responsible for the crimes enumerated in article II of the 
Convention and also feels that this should be done as quickly and efficiently 
as possible. 

6. The reports should contain, as appropriate, decisions of the courts or 
the competent tribunal of the State party relating to cases falling 
within the scope of article II of the Convention, as provided for under 
article V of the Convention, as well as information relating to cases of 
extradition in accordance with article XI of the Convention 

36. Cuban courts have not had to try cases referred to in article II of the 
Convention, and no cases of extradition as mentioned under the Convention have 
occurred. 
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7. The report should be accompanied by copies of the principal legislative 
and other texts referred to in the report 

37. Together with previous reports submitted by the Republic of Cuba, we have 
forwarded the relevant texts of the Constitution and the Penal Code, which are 
available in the Secretariat files for any members of the Group who may wish 
to consult them. 


