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India: draft resolution®

Plan of action to combat desertification

The General Assembly,

Recallinr its resolutions 32/172 of 19 December 1977, and 33/89 of
15 Decerber 1978, dealing, resrectively, with the repcrt of the United MNations
Conference on Desertification and the Plan of Action to Corbat Desertification,

Takins note of relevant sections of the revort of the Governing Council of the
United Tations Invironment Trograrme on the work of its seventh session and its
decicion on mcasures to combat desertification,

Takins note also of the renort of the Secretary-General on additional measures
and means of financinc for the implementatior of the Plan of Action to Combat
Desertification,

“tressing the ursency of immlementing the Plan of Action to Combat
Desertification, in vieu of the acute seriousness of the rroblem in many countries,
particularly developing countries, and of the limited resources which it has been
nossible to mobilize so far to combat desertification,

1. Takes note with satisfaction of the opening by the Secretary-General on
15 “‘arch 1079 of the Special Account to firnance the implementation of the Plan of
fiction to Combat Desertification-

2. "otes vith concern the lack of adequate financial resources for the
implerentation of the Plan of Action to Combat Desertification and the slow nrogress
achirved so far.

The draft resolution is submitted by the delegation of India on behalf of
the States “lembhers of the United Tations vhich are members of the Grour of TT.
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3. Jotes also vith concern that no contribution to the Special Account has
heen made co far:

L, Calls unon donor Governments and financing orcanizations to contribute
~enerously to the Srecial Account, with a view to accelerating the implementation
of the Plan of Action to Cormbat Desertification;

™

5. Txnresses its arnreciation to the United Mations Environment Prosramme
for itc =orl in cc-oneratior with Governments and interested organizations of the
mited Tations syster vrithin the framewvork of its resnonsibilities as co-ordinator
for the irrlerentation of the Plan of Action to Combat Desertification:

,

O Calls uron doror countries and interested organizations to participate
actively in thc wvorls of the Consultative Groun for Desertification Control and to
~upnort the rrcjeccts sutnitted to then through the Consultative Croup;

T. Tnvites the Governing Council of the United Mations T'nvironment FProgramme
to submit to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth session a renort, on the
basis of a study to be prepared by a group of high-level specialists in
internaticnal financinc~, to be convened by the I'xecutive Director of the United
"ations Invironment Trograrnre, vhich will deal with: (a) a commlete inventory of
relevant ideas and rrorvosals nut forward in the United llations system of possible
ner vays and reans to finance nrogrammes of multilateral organizations at the world
level, additicnal to rerular assessed budgets and conventional extrabudgetary
resources; (h) a financial plan and analysis outlining the components and costs
of a rreoerarne to ston further desertification and identifying vhat is already
beinr finarced and vhnrt additional resources may be needed to meet the minimum
objectives of stopnins the spread of desertification; (c) methods for the
mobilizaticn of doriestic rescurces; (d) the practicality of achieving loans from
foverrments ond vorld carital markets on a concessionary basis; (e) the feasibility
of the creation of a nublic international corporation vhich would attract
inves*ments from countries as well as institutions and would nrovide financing
for suitable anti-descrtification nrojects with non-commercial rates of return: and
(f) the reeans for encourasin~ the active participetion of foundations in the
financin~ of anti-desertification training and research prograrmes.
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