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REPORT BY THE SFCURKIARY-GENERAL ON THE
SITUATION IN THE INMINICAN REFUBLIC

1. The follcwing information or recent developments in the Deminican Republie

has teen received from the Office of my Representative there.

2. Or 19 December 19355, new serious incidents erupted in Santiazgo, the second
largest city of the country, and in Santo Comingo.

3. The main disturbances tcok place early in the morning of 19 Pecember in
Santiago, where several hundred former "Constitutionalists", including

Colorel Francisco Caamafio, arrived in a convoy of scme 100 cars to attend a memorial
mass held at O70C hours.

4, While the "Constitutionalists” were at the cemetery, a crude bLemb was
discovered nearby and was defused. A second bomb was later also discovered before
it could cauvse harm. The first shots were fired, without casualties, soon after
the vieit of the "Constitutionalists" to the cemetery. When the group repaired to
the Hotel Memin for breakfast at abtout 09CO hcurs, a large number of Dominican

Air Force troops surrounded the building and began firing heavily at the hotel.

The "Constitutionalists” returned the fire. The shooting reached its climax when
two truckloads of Tceminican troops, with four tanks, awxrived from the Santiago

Air Base. The number of the atitacking ftrcops was believed to be abtout 350 in the
final stage. Both sides suffTered casualties and the number of killed was later
reported to be twenty-two, including Colonel Juan Meria Lora Ferndndez, former
"Constitutionalist" Chief of Staff, who was killed by tenk fire inside the hotel.
5. On learning of this incident, President Garcia Godoy requested assistance from
the Inter-American Peace Force (TAPF), which early in the afterncon of 19 December
dispatched detachments by vroad and by air, including a group of helicopbters, to
Santiage to restore order thewre and assist in the return of the "Constitutionalists"
to the capital. When the IAPF troops arrived at the hotel at approximately

1530 hcurs, their officer-in-ccmmand nepgotiated a cease-fire in order to evacuate

civilians from the battle ares and then placed his troups between the opposing forces.
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5. The Peminicar troops withdrew te the Sahtiago Air Buse abt about 1500 hours
while the IAPF took uver the area of the Hotel latdin. At the time of writing of
this report all "Constitubicnalists™ had left Sartissc snd the remains of

Cclonel Tora Ferndndez had arrived in Sunto Lomingc.

7. Fellowing the Santiago incident, the population in Sunto Dowingo, unnerved by
rupours, became tense. Ancry crowds gathered in varicus parts of the city on the
arterncvon of 19 Necember and viclence erupted in many areas. Cars were burned and
roads were blocked by cbrbacles and oil-scaked strawv. ingry crowds sttacked the
neuspaper Listir Diaric and twe radic stations. Rifle und machine-gun Tire wag
heard intermittently throushout the cily, especially ir the vicinity of district
police stations. The distwbances in Sunte Domingo resulted in casualties, including
three killed, two of vhum were policemer. After 1600 hours, most of the capital
was being actively potrolled bty mixed elements of the IAPF and the Leminican famed
Forces, which appeared to be in complete control of the eity ond its epproaches.
G. In the afterncon «f 1) Devember, the Govermwent. broadcast repeated messagzs
asking the population tc stay indecrs, to disregard rumcurs und to remain calm.

At 22UC heurs, the Government issued a cermuniqué sbeting that the situation fn
Santiagc had returned tc normal. The communiquéd slso indicated that tension in
Santo Peminge had diminiched. ‘[he Government appeinted a Cemmittee to carry cul a
full investiguticn inte the Sentiage incident, camposed of the Vice<Presiden® and

Hinister of the Interior, lir. lenuel Jeaguin o

nstille; the Attorney-General,

Gustavo Goriez Ceara und the Minister withcul Forticlio, Mr. Fidel Méndez Inifiez.

Tre Cormittez left forr Jantlagu cn 20 Decomber arnd was instructed to revort to the

Fregident within seventy-4wc heurvs.

9. As cf 2330 hours, on 19 Lecember, tcth Sunte Teminge ond Ssntiago were
relatively calm, btut uncevitainty and confusion continued. n 20 lecember, the
situaticn in the capitul remazired tense. The sugar woriiers refrained frem poing
to work and employess of saveral winistries stuyed away from their desks. The

sugar yerkers threstened the Government with 2 new ctrike if the heads of the

three Armed Services end of the Hutional Folice asn s

:1) us the Jecretary ol Armed

Forces were not immediately romeved,




