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1. The following inforu!ation on rxent developments in the Lcrniuican Republic 

has been receivea Ercm the Office of my Representative there. 

2. Or. 19 December 1955, new seriou; incidents erupted in Santiago, the second 

largest city of the country, and in Santa Domingo. 

3. The main disturbances took place early in the morning of 19 Prcember in 

Santiago, where several hundred former "Constitutionalists", including 

Colon?1 Francisco CaamaEo, arrived in o. convoy of some 100 cars to attend a mer.orial 

~"ass held at 07OC hours. 

4 . Vhile the "Constitutionalists" were at the cemetery, a crude bcmb was 

discovered nearby and BEIS defused.. A second bomb was later also discovered before 

it could cause harm. The first shots were fired, without casualties, soon after 

the visit of the "Constitutionalists" to the cemetery. I&en the group repaired to 

the Hotel Me& for breakiast at about Or/CO tcurs, a large number of Dominican 

Air Force troops surrounded the builrling and began firing heavily at the hotel. 

The "Constitutionalists" returned the fire, The shooting reached its climax vhen 

two truckloads of M@inican troops, with four tanks , enived frcm the Santiago 

Air Base. The number of tht! attacking trcops v!as Wlieved. to be irboEt 350 in the 

final stage. Both sides suffered casualties and thr number of killed was later 

reported to be twenty-two, includine Colonel Juan Mario Lora Ferndndez, former 

"%nstitutior.iilist" Chief of Staff, who was killed by tank fire inside the hotel. 

5. On l.earning of Wis incident, President Garcia Gocloy requested asaistace from 

the Inter-American Peace Force (IAPF), which early in the afternoon of 19 December 

Mspatc'ned detachn=.ntc by road and ty air, including a group of helicopters, to 

Santiago to restore order t&w and assist in the return of the "Collstitution~lists" 

to the capital. When the IAPF troops arrived at the hotel at approximately 

13jO hcurs, their officer-in-ccrrmand negotiated a cease-fire in order to encuate 

civiliarx from the battle &TOG and then placed his trcops between the opposing forces. 
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