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President: Mr. Ping . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (Gabon)

The meeting was called to order at 3.05 p.m.

Address by Mr. Pedro Verona Rodrigues Pires,
President of the Republic of Cape Verde

The President (spoke in French): The Assembly
will now hear an address by the President of the
Republic of Cape Verde.

Mr. Pedro Verona Rodrigues Pires, President of
the Republic of Cape Verde, was escorted into the
General Assembly Hall.

The President (spoke in French): On behalf of
the General Assembly, I have the honour to welcome to
the United Nations His Excellency Mr. Pedro Verona
Rodrigues Pires, President of the Republic of Cape
Verde, and to invite him to address the Assembly.

President Rodrigues Pires (spoke in
Portuguese; English interpretation from a French text
provided by the delegation): I should like at the outset,
Mr. President, to hail your election to the presidency of
the General Assembly at its fifty-ninth session. I would
also like to extend to you our best wishes for success in
carrying out your mandate, a mandate which reflects
the honour bestowed on your country, the Republic of
Gabon, by the international community.

I would also like to take this opportunity to pay
tribute to the Secretary-General of the United Nations,
Kofi Annan, for his selfless commitment to the causes
of the United Nations and of Africa in particular.

I believe this is also an appropriate time to pay
tribute to and commend the actions of the former
President of the General Assembly, Mr. Julian Hunte,
for his considerable contribution to promoting the
universality of the United Nations.

My country, the Republic of Cape Verde, is
among the small island States. We believe that our
States, as a result of their specific characteristics,
deserve a special hearing from the international
community. In the economic, social and ecological
spheres, those States are confronting shortcomings and
restrictions specific to them, and these must be duly
taken into account.

Through its own efforts, but also through the
necessary contribution of the international community,
Cape Verde is now preparing to better itself and its
condition as a least developed country (LDC). My
country continues to suffer from a precarious situation
which cannot be ignored or minimized. In addition, the
small island States often represent unique physical and
human realities which form a genuine heritage of
mankind. For these and other reasons, I would like here
to launch an appeal in favour of the small island States.

The international community is going through a
particularly complex period marked by challenges of
many kinds. We are aware that it is only by focusing on
peace, stability, security, dialogue and respect for
diversity of interests and cultures, in an atmosphere of
freedom, that we can create an international
environment conducive to the just settlement of the
serious problems we are encountering today.
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War does not have to be inevitable. Moreover,
given the very advanced stage of civilization which
mankind has achieved, I think it would be relevant to
ask whether it is time to leave behind the concept
formulated by the outstanding nineteenth-century
German military theoretician Clausewitz, who stated
that war is a continuation of policy through other
means. I think, rather, that it is by relying on
negotiations, dialogue and the acknowledgement of the
legitimacy of the interests and rights of all parties, that
we can tap the potential for avoiding the need for war
as a means of resolving national or international
disputes.

Finally, it is with respect for international law,
drawn up with the participation of all and equally
shared and respected by all — a respect which
permeates the principles and purposes of the United
Nations — that we can find a response leading to a
peaceful, prosperous and just world: the world which
mankind clearly wishes to see.

I would like to reiterate here and now our
absolute rejection of the unwarranted use of violence
and our unequivocal condemnation of the use of
terrorism as a way of resolving political disputes. The
trivialization of life and death, which is utterly
condemnable, also dehumanizes its proponents and
opens the way to the worst kinds of wrongs in relations
between human communities. This is why the struggle
for peace cannot be halted, and why everyone,
especially the United Nations, has the imperative duty
to contribute to breaking the cycle of violence and
opening the way to peaceful coexistence among nations
and human communities.

Among the other social ills afflicting our planet
which can be effectively combated are hunger and
poverty. Their eradication is in fact one of the
objectives of the Millennium agenda. I am convinced
that success in combating hunger and poverty will have
unquestionably positive global effects that would
promote unity and harmony within the human family,
and would strengthen human rights, including the most
sacred and vital right — the right to life. It would also
promote the material and moral enrichment of all of
human society. It would contribute to the creation of
conditions that are a prerequisite for improving
international security by lessening migration and
bridging the gap between rich and poor, thus
eliminating the reasons for the frustration of millions

of poor and hungry individuals throughout today’s
world.

Another tragedy that requires action is HIV/
AIDS, which is mortgaging the future of many
countries, particularly in Africa. There is an urgent
need to advance and guarantee effective international
solidarity in order to root out from the daily lives of
millions of human beings the spectre of hunger,
poverty and pandemic illnesses. It is my belief that
mankind has the resources and potential which will
allow us to realize this marvellous dream.

The African continent, of which my country and
your country, Mr. President, are a part, continue to be
faced with enormous and varied challenges. Regarding
the critical issue of peace and political stability, we
also note a genuine commitment on the part of African
States to resolve conflicts and eliminate hotbeds of
tension. But the political will of States, regional
organizations and the African Union is not enough, and
the international community’s commitment and its
indispensable contribution in the form of adequate
resources are necessary for peace and security to
become a reality for all our peoples within a reasonable
period of time.

Peace is not merely the absence of war. Genuine
peace requires sufficient time and confidence-building
among parties, as well as a strategy for building peace.
So too, peace and stability within States require
institutions and policies that are inclusive and that
respect and engage all sectors of nations and meet their
legitimate political and economic aspirations, while at
the same time ensuring the protection of their cultural
identity.

There can be no doubt that, owing to profound
changes in the scientific, technological and socio-
political fields, a huge movement of democratization of
human societies is under way, backed by the
institutions of the rule of law. However, mere political
democracy is not sufficient. The ordinary citizen must
be guaranteed participation in public affairs and a
decent, worthy and dignified life, since there can be no
freedom without dignity.

It must also be recognized that there are still
tenuous vestiges of the old orders, which must once
and for all be rooted out and eliminated from
relationships between individuals and communities,
such as racism, religious and cultural discrimination,
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gender inequality, and scorn for the fundamental rights
of indigenous human communities in various countries.

We must also ask whether democracy within
States is reflected in relations among States,
particularly when we note the existence of an
imbalanced world in which the inequality of power
between the haves and the have nots continues to grow
day by day. Therefore, there is a critical need to
promote the democratization of international relations
by seeking better balance in relations among States.
International democracy based on dialogue and
cooperation among States and among cultures, on
tolerance and respect for cultural diversity among
communities and on human solidarity and respect for
the legitimate political and material interests of all
parties, of nations large and small would show itself in
the implementation of genuine multilateralism in
global governance. Herein undoubtedly lie the
foundations for triumph over today’s challenges and
the assurance of a safe, peaceful, predictable and
prosperous future for humanity.

In several months, the United Nations will mark
60 years of rich and intense life that has been filled
with challenges, upheavals and extremely complex
problems, but that has also been marked by
innumerable victories and hopes for humanity. My
country joined the community of nations in large part
because of the intervention of the United Nations to
promote the freedom and human rights of colonial
peoples, for which we shall always be grateful. I
believe that, in the light of the profound changes that
have occurred over the past six decades in all areas of
the international arena and the emergence of a new
balance of forces and extremely complex challenges
requiring urgent and immediate responses, it is
becoming clear that we need to move forward with
reform of the United Nations, particularly the Security
Council. In my view, the planned reform should, in
addition to reflecting new global geopolitical realities,
guarantee representativity and appropriate intervention
and participation for all continents and all
communities. From that perspective, we would then
have a more balanced international community and a
more equitable sharing of responsibility in the building
of humanity’s future.

Before concluding, I should like to highlight the
successful actions carried out in the past few years by
the United Nations under the leadership of the
Secretary-General, Mr. Kofi Annan, who has enabled

us to keep on the international agenda substantive
issues that confront many societies daily, which has
enabled this universal institution to be in direct contact
with concerns and challenges that are worrisome to all
members of the human family.

Here, I should also like to honour the memory of
all those who have served the United Nations and
fallen victim to senseless acts resulting from
intolerance and the terrorism of radical movements. I
emphasize the need for all countries and all formal and
informal institutions to guarantee and respect the
security of such noble men and women, for they are on
a mission to serve all of us.

I hope, Sir, that this fifty-ninth session of the
General Assembly, which is taking place under your
presidency, will provide new gains for peace, justice,
social progress and global stability.

Finally, I should like to reiterate the words of
Pope John Paul II, the unquestionable moral authority
of our time, in his appeal to world leaders on 1 January
this year:

“The United Nations ... needs to rise more and
more above the cold status of an administrative
institution and to become a moral centre where
all the nations of the world feel at home ...”

The President (spoke in French): On behalf of
the General Assembly, I wish to thank the President of
the Republic of Cape Verde for the statement he has
just made.

Mr. Pedro Verona Rodrigues Pires, President of
the Republic of Cape Verde, was escorted from
the General Assembly Hall.

Agenda item 9 (continued)

General debate

Address by The Honourable Tuilaepa Sailele
Malielegaoi, Prime Minister and Minister for
Foreign Affairs and Trade of the Independent
State of Samoa

The President (spoke in French): The Assembly
will now hear an address by the Prime Minister and
Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade of the
Independent State of Samoa.



4

A/59/PV.10

The Honourable Tuilaepa Sailele Malielegaoi,
Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs
and Trade of the Independent State of Samoa, was
escorted to the rostrum.

The President (spoke in French): I have great
pleasure in welcoming His Excellency Tuilaepa Sailele
Malielegaoi, Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign
Affairs and Trade of the Independent State of Samoa,
and inviting him to address the General Assembly.

Mr. Malielegaoi (Samoa): Samoa warmly
congratulates you, Mr. President, on your election to
steer the course of the Organization’s work at this
critical time in its 59-year history. I know that you will
continue the good work of your predecessor in
highlighting the multidimensional nature of
international security and the need to reform the United
Nations so that our Organization responds more
effectively to the current and emerging challenges
facing our world.

Hardly a week goes by without an act of
terrorism somewhere in the world assailing our senses.
Such murderous acts, regardless of the cause or
grievance advanced by their perpetrators, are utterly
indefensible. Many innocent lives continue to be
wasted, with people killed or maimed and multitudes
displaced by heinous acts designed to undermine and
destabilize the collective efforts of the international
community to achieve peace and security for our
societies. Samoa condemns, in the strongest terms, all
acts of terrorism and will continue to take actions and
contribute our support to the campaign against it.

Besides terrorism, other scourges to world peace
and to the stability of our nations persist. The threat of
weapons of mass destruction, poverty and hunger,
environmental degradation, the trafficking and
smuggling of human beings, HIV/AIDS, malaria and
tuberculosis are becoming perennial major threats to
global security.

The campaign against terrorism can still be
successful, but not merely by force of arms. Preventing
safe havens for terrorists and closing off their sources
of financing are just as crucial. But no less important is
the necessity of addressing the root causes that feed
terrorism.

No sensible administration can fail to be moved
by the tragedy of Beslan and the humanitarian
catastrophe of Darfur. The imperatives for action by

the Organization and the international community to
address those events and their causes have been
eloquently articulated by leaders who have spoken
earlier from this rostrum. I wish only to recall and
emphasize that actions to arrive at solutions to those
events and others like them must be carried out in
accordance with the rule of law.

With regard to Iraq, Samoa deplores the daily
violence that has killed and maimed so many people
and the circumstances that have brought it about. We
fully support the re-establishment of Iraq’s sovereignty,
and we pray for the success of a credible election
process to create an Iraqi Government with a popular
mandate.

Likewise, we can only pray and hope that a
workable solution will be found soon for the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, before many more lives are lost on
both sides.

Last month, Samoa hosted, in the capital, Apia,
the annual Pacific Islands Forum Summit of leaders.
As the representative holding the current chairmanship
of that group, I wish to inform the Assembly that the
Pacific leaders again noted the dangers to the world of
terrorism, and — to the Pacific region, in particular —
of transnational crime, illicit drugs and the spread of
small arms assault weapons. Consequently, the Pacific
Islands Forum countries have strengthened their
cooperation in counter-terrorism measures, as well as
emphasized national efforts and regional cooperation in
combating transnational organized crime and in
building border-control capacities.

The Pacific Islands Forum is also committed to
collective arrangements and mechanisms to assist
regional Governments to recover from national
conflicts and crises. The success of these arrangements,
undertaken with the support of the United Nations, is
already evident in the positive results of the Regional
Assistance Mission to Solomon Islands. While much
more remains to be done, Solomon Islands is making
good and steady progress, and the Forum will remain
engaged in sustaining the mission.

Similarly, peace has been achieved in
Bougainville, with elections for an autonomous
Bougainville Government to be held by the end of the
year. The roles of the Governments of Papua New
Guinea, Australia and New Zealand, with the support
of the Pacific Islands Forum, working together with the
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United Nations Observer Mission, is critical in guiding
Bougainville during this important period.

An important feature of the response mechanism
put in place by the Pacific Islands Forum to assist
regional Governments is its flexibility. The Pacific
Islands Forum is now in the process of responding to a
crisis in one of our member countries resulting from
causes quite different from those in Solomon Islands
and Bougainville.

In recognition of the importance of good
governance for economic growth and sustainable
development, the Pacific Islands Forum has invited its
members to become parties to the United Nations
Convention against Corruption. In strengthening
further the institutions of good governance in Pacific
nations, the important role of non-State actors and civil
society was highlighted by the Pacific leaders.

One issue that the Pacific islands have brought to
the attention of the United Nations over the years that
remains relevant — not only for the Pacific — and
that, very importantly, is advancing the cause of
nuclear non-proliferation, is that of the South Pacific
Nuclear-Free-Zone Treaty. The Pacific Forum has
again called on the United States to ratify the Protocols
to the Treaty.

Although the Pacific Islands Forum has been
heavily engaged in overcoming crises with which some
of the regional Governments are grappling, several
Pacific island nations, in addition to Australia and New
Zealand, have nevertheless been contributing in ways
we can to the United Nations peacekeeping efforts. As
for my own country, we provide police to the United
Nations peacekeeping missions in Timor-Leste and
Liberia, in addition to those we have committed to
Solomon Islands.

Clearly, our small nations are trying hard to
contribute to the security and peace initiatives of the
United Nations. However, national obligations —
including reporting obligations for the various
conventions and United Nations resolutions on security
and terrorism — place an onerous burden on the
infrastructure and administrative capacity of small
States. We therefore seek the understanding of the
Organization and encourage the appropriate United
Nations bodies to explore innovative ways to help
small States meet their commitments.

Mr. Spencer (Antigua and Barbuda), Vice-
President, took the Chair.

The challenges to and special needs of small
island developing States are well known, and are
reflected in the Barbados Programme of Action for the
Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing
States, which has been in place for the past 10 years.
Sadly, despite the commitments made 10 years ago at
Barbados and during the 1999 mid-term review in this
Hall, the achievement of those goals continues to elude
us.

It is our fervent hope, however, that the
International Meeting due to take place in Mauritius
next January to comprehensively review the Barbados
Programme of Action will provide an opportunity for
the international community to demonstrate the
political will and commit sufficient resources to allow
our small island developing nations to overcome the
unique challenges we face.

The series of hurricanes that wrought massive
devastation in some island nations of the Caribbean
and in the United States is a stark reminder of the
extreme challenges faced by small island developing
States and of their vulnerability to disasters. Our
Pacific island nations, including my own country,
know from our bitter experience of cyclones that
regularly batter our region about the disheartening
effect of such disasters in setting back, in a matter of
hours, the hard-earned development achievements of
many years.

The concerns and the vulnerability of our nations
are therefore quite real. While we accept the primary
responsibility for achieving the goals of the
Programme of Action, the reality is that the support of
the international community is indispensable to its
success. We therefore call on the United Nations
system and the international community to provide the
necessary support to complement ongoing and future
programmes, as well as for the implementation and
monitoring of the Mauritius outcomes for the
sustainable development of small island developing
States.

Likewise, the importance of multilateral
institutions such as the Global Environment Facility
(GEF) in this process cannot be overemphasized. We
therefore urge GEF to apply its rules of access and to
simplify its disbursement procedures in order to take
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into account the special circumstances of small island
developing States.

Trade is a vital component of sustainable
development, especially for small island developing
States. We therefore continue to urge that the
vulnerabilities of small States be taken fully into
account in the World Trade Organization negotiations,
particularly with regard to special and differential
treatment for small economies.

The review of the Millennium Development
Goals next year will provide an opportunity for the
international community to take stock of progress and
to identify remedial strategies and commitments for the
further realization of those Goals. Samoa remains
committed to the achievement of the Millennium
Development Goals.

The election of the second Deputy Prosecutor of
the International Criminal Court just two weeks ago
completes the process of the full institutionalization of
the Court. Samoa warmly welcomes the broad
complement of judges and officers of the Court and
adds its voice in urging other United Nations Members
to accede to the Rome Statute for the establishment of
the Court. Given its role in upholding international
humanitarian standards and in protecting human rights,
the Court deserves the support of the international
community to give it the full universality it requires.

We thank the Secretary-General and the previous
President of the Assembly for their very commendable
work in advancing the revitalization and reform of the
Organization.

To this end, Samoa fully supports the work of the
High-level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change,
and looks forward to its report at the end of the year.

We believe that the outcome of United Nations
reform should include the restoration of the primacy of
the role of the General Assembly and the attainment of
a more effective and efficient Secretariat.

In particular, we support the enlargement of the
Security Council and strongly recommend the
inclusion of Japan and Germany as permanent
members.

Finally, I offer Mr. Ping my delegation’s full
support in the discharge of his numerous
responsibilities, and I wish him well in his presidency.

The Acting President: On behalf of the General
Assembly, I wish to thank the Prime Minister and
Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade of the
Independent State of Samoa for the statement he has
just made.

The Honourable Tuilaepa Sailele Malielegaoi,
Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs
and Trade of the Independent State of Samoa, was
escorted from the rostrum.

Address by The Honourable Patrick Manning,
Prime Minister of the Republic of Trinidad
and Tobago

The Acting President: The Assembly will now
hear an address by the Prime Minister of the Republic
of Trinidad and Tobago.

The Honourable Patrick Manning, Prime
Minister of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago,
was escorted to the rostrum.

The Acting President: I have great pleasure in
welcoming His Excellency The Honourable Patrick
Manning, Prime Minister of the Republic of Trinidad
and Tobago, and inviting him to address the General
Assembly.

Mr. Manning (Trinidad and Tobago):
Mr. President, on behalf of the Government and the
people of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, I
extend congratulations to Mr. Ping on his election to
the presidency of the General Assembly at its fifty-
ninth session. We are confident that his experience and
diplomatic skills will enable him to discharge fully the
weighty responsibilities of his office.

Permit me to convey to his predecessor, The
Honourable Julian Hunte, Minister of Foreign Affairs
of Saint Lucia, our deep appreciation of his efforts
towards revitalization of the General Assembly.

I wish also to convey to our Secretary-General,
Mr. Kofi Annan, the full support of the Government
and the people of Trinidad and Tobago as he continues
the global initiatives of the United Nations towards
making the world better and safer for all humanity.

Today Trinidad and Tobago is celebrating its
twenty-eighth anniversary as a republic. Over our 42
years as an independent country, we have made
significant strides in the development of our nation. We
have maintained a strong tradition of democratic
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governance through an increasingly inclusive and
multiparty political system; by respecting fully the
constitutionally entrenched and internationally
recognized fundamental human rights and freedoms of
the individual; and by ensuring strict adherence to the
rule of law.

We have sought increasingly to diversify our
economic base. Through consistent and sound macro-
economic policies, together with prudent management
and use of our resources, we have sustained more than
a decade of positive economic growth, which last year
was of the order of 13.2 per cent.

Our country has made significant strides in
advancing the capabilities of our people through
universal access to primary and secondary education.
We have gone further through our State-sponsored
preschool programme, which targets universal early
childhood education by 2010, and by fully opening the
gateway to tertiary education through support for every
student, enhanced funding for deserving ones, and our
recently established University of Trinidad and
Tobago.

Our archipelagic Republic, populated by 1.3
million people of African, Indian, European, Chinese,
Middle Eastern and mixed ancestries, constitutes a
veritable microcosm of the people of the world.
However, we have been able to foster racial harmony
and religious tolerance through the collective embrace
of the diversity of our people.

That approach, together with adherence to
integrity and transparency in public affairs and equality
of opportunity for all, has been essential to the
continued peace, stability and progress we enjoy as we
propose to make Trinidad and Tobago a beacon of
integrity in the world.

Trinidad and Tobago has demonstrated
remarkable strength and resilience in the face of a
global environment characterized by rapid economic,
social and other changes; this has mobilized us to
embark on the realization of a bold new vision in the
pursuit of our developmental agenda. In that respect,
our Government and people are currently engaged in a
highly participatory consultative process aimed at
formulating a National Strategic Development Plan to
guide Trinidad and Tobago towards becoming a
developed nation by the year 2020 or earlier.

It is called Vision 2020, and its agenda includes
human capital development; the evolution of a
technologically driven, knowledge-based society; the
development of a highly productive and globally
competitive economy; and, by the year 2020, the
provision for all our citizens of a standard of living
comparable to that enjoyed in developed countries.

Our achievements stand in indisputable testimony
to what a small, independent nation such as ours can do
in that regard. There is an instructive link between two
of the features that today define and distinguish our
country among others in the region. One is our oil and
natural gas resources — the foundation and mainstay
of our economy; the other, the steelpan, our creation
derived from heating and tuning the top of discarded
oil drums.

The steelpan is one of the most important musical
instruments invented during the last century. We are
proud to have created it, and equally so of its growing
international recognition and popularity, which is an
apt reflection of the phenomenal ingenuity of the
peoples of developing countries.

The same holds true in respect of achievements in
our energy sector. At just over 130,000 barrels of oil
per day, Trinidad and Tobago’s production is not
significant by international standards. Our natural gas
production, however, stands at 2.9 billion cubic feet
per day, and that has propelled my country to become
today the world’s largest exporter of methanol and also
of ammonia. We are currently supplying 80 per cent of
United States liquid natural gas imports out of our
three trains, and we propose to leverage that fact
towards Caribbean regional development. We are also a
critical supplier of energy to our Caribbean neighbours.
To further facilitate this, we are exploring the
feasibility of several energy-related projects, including
the establishment of a natural gas pipeline through the
eastern Caribbean. We have also entered into a joint
venture with neighbouring Venezuela to liquefy that
country’s natural gas in Trinidad and Tobago.

Meanwhile, our iron and steel production
facilities are being expanded. Several new production
facilities are in train, among them an ethylene
production complex, an aluminium smelter project, and
others for expanded ammonia and methanol production
as well as other downstream petrochemical products.

The combination of an attractive and enabling
investment climate, available and affordable energy, a



8

A/59/PV.10

strategic location vis-à-vis the North, Central and
South American and European markets, a population
literacy level of over 90 per cent, and a sound work
ethic, as well as a good communications infrastructure,
continue to make Trinidad and Tobago one of the
largest per-capita recipients of foreign direct
investment in the hemisphere. Indeed, last year we
were the second-largest recipient after Canada.

Like other countries we, too, have our fair share
of challenges. For example, our strategic location —
less than nine miles off the South American coast and
to the south of the Caribbean island chain, with
excellent air and sea transport links to major North
Atlantic cities — renders Trinidad and Tobago highly
vulnerable to trade in illegal drugs and firearms.
Combating narco-trafficking, drug-related crimes and
the spread of HIV/AIDS is among our greatest
challenges, but the Government of Trinidad and
Tobago remains resolute in its determination to
eradicate those scourges. We continue to implement the
measures necessary to fight them and are confident that
we shall win the battle.

Our development agenda is not centred solely on
the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago. It is part and
parcel of a pan-Caribbean agenda to which we are
irrevocably and solidly committed, and which takes
into consideration the fullest development of the
countries of our region. Many historical and other ties
bind our Caribbean nations and we understand that the
fundamental basis for our development lies in being
able to work more closely together to exert a greater
influence on our own as well as global development,
which for centuries have been dictated by others.

Today, our level of functional cooperation in the
region has increased over a range of areas and Trinidad
and Tobago continues to play a central role at all
levels. We therefore look forward to the
operationalization of our newest Caribbean institution,
the Caribbean Court of Justice, which will serve as the
arbitral body for the soon-to-be-established CARICOM
Single Market and Economy, as well as the region’s
final appellate Court, and will be headquartered in Port
of Spain.

The development of Trinidad and Tobago and
CARICOM are intertwined. CARICOM is our second
largest export market after the United States of
America, absorbing close to 20 per cent of our exports.
Our share of regional trade grew to 80 per cent in

2001. Since 1996, we have contributed approximately
US$ 1.4 billion in assistance to Caribbean States
through a variety of mechanisms including capital
market activities, foreign direct investment, debt relief,
and direct assistance. Last year we provided US$ 505
million in loans to companies and Governments in the
region, some of whom have difficulty in borrowing on
the international market. In addition, we have recently
established a new grant facility, to be based on sales of
petroleum products to the region, which will be
dedicated to poverty eradication within CARICOM.

My country sees the development of the
Caribbean, our second largest market, as integral to the
development of Trinidad and Tobago. Even so, our
national and regional development efforts require an
international economic environment of greater
sensitivity, one facilitating a more beneficial
integration of developing countries into the world
economy. In that regard, as sanguine as we are about
the future of Trinidad and Tobago, I must on this
occasion take a stand in the interest of the beleaguered
nations of the Caribbean. How often have small
independent States preached from this very
mountaintop of the need for multilateral trading
arrangements that take into account the inherent
vulnerabilities of small island developing States, and
consequently the need to be accorded special and
differential treatment? There is a notable reluctance of
some partner countries to respond accordingly, and that
continues to have negative consequences, especially
for the small economies of the Caribbean.

Trinidad and Tobago therefore stands resolute
with our developing country partners in calling for
what must be conceived of as the application of a
social conscience within the management of
globalization and its processes. As capital importing
economies, the developing countries of the Caribbean
are only too well aware, sometimes painfully so, of the
implications of capital shortage for the generation of
employment and the provision of housing, education
and health care for our citizens. And perhaps I speak
even for those yet unborn.

It is through softer trading arrangements,
increased financial flows and the consequent
empowerment of our citizens that we will be able to
realize the most central of all the Millennium
Development Goals, the eradication of poverty. The
implications are clear. The course on which some of
our European Union (EU) country partners are
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embarked will render the achievement of our
Millennium Development Goals more difficult.

In speaking of those goals our attention is now
drawn to Haiti, our newest CARICOM member, where
over 1,000 people died from the onslaught of
Hurricane Jeanne, further aggravating the tremendous
problems that that nation already suffers. Trinidad and
Tobago therefore welcomes the decision taken by the
Security Council in its resolution 1542 (2004) of 30
April 2004 to establish the United Nations Stabilization
Mission in Haiti. We also support the recent decision
by the Economic and Social Council to reactivate its
Ad Hoc Advisory Group on Haiti to promote the
coordination and development of a long-term
programme of assistance to that country. We believe
that those efforts by the international community will
contribute significantly to the stability and urgently
needed development of Haiti.

At this juncture, however, Haiti needs a
tremendous outpouring of international humanitarian
assistance. The same holds true for Grenada and
several other Caribbean States whose misfortune it was
to have been visited by “Ivan, the Terrible”. On
8 September, Hurricane Ivan descended on Grenada. In
less than two hours it had completely destroyed the
economy and infrastructure of Grenada, ravaging that
country beyond description. Ninety percent of the
buildings on the island were damaged or destroyed. A
primarily agricultural economy, dependent also on
tourism, all of Grenada’s crops disappeared with the
strong wind. CARICOM leaders were recently advised
by a Grenadian representative that today Grenada has
no gross domestic product.

Before visiting Grenada, Hurricane Ivan —
sowing varying amounts of disruption and
destruction — visited Tobago and Barbados. After
Grenada, it proceeded to Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines, Jamaica, the Cayman Islands, Cuba,
Bahamas and the southern United States. Everywhere
there was considerable damage, but Grenada and the
Cayman Islands were the hardest hit.

Before Ivan, there was Charley and Frances.
After Ivan came Jeanne, with death and destruction for
Puerto Rico, the Dominican Republic and Haiti. A
number of CARICOM countries are now saddled with
the immense challenge of trying to restore normalcy.

Permit me to ask, to what extent have these
obvious climate changes been influenced by incursions

into space from planet Earth, or for that matter by
ecological imbalances caused by industrialization?

In the aftermath of the devastation visited on
Grenada, CARICOM countries have been rallying to
the assistance of that island, and must be applauded for
their massive outpouring of humanitarian aid that
continues to flow to Grenada. In that regard, permit me
to recognize and applaud the most appropriate response
of the Secretary-General.

Trinidad and Tobago pledges its support to our
beleaguered Caribbean neighbours, and we have thus
committed ourselves through direct financial and other
assistance. But what Grenada and Haiti require is well
beyond the region’s capacity to deliver. I urge the
wider international community and donor agencies to
respond adequately and to play their part. Help is
needed and needed now.

The catastrophic events of the present hurricane
season bring into sharper focus yet another dimension
of the vulnerability of Caribbean countries. The
January 2005 International Meeting in Mauritius to
review the implementation of the Barbados Programme
of Action must seek to comprehensively address the
new and emerging threats to the sustainable
development of small island developing States. The
international community should take note that a whole
new set of security issues have now arisen in the
Caribbean as a result of those developments.

The answer to so many of our problems lies in
multilateralism, if approached the right way. Belief in
and respect for multilateralism led to Trinidad and
Tobago’s respect for all major global and regional
forums. Today, we are active participants in the
creation of the free trade area of the Americas, which,
when realized, will stretch from Alaska in the north to
Tierra del Fuego in the south, creating a market of
more than 800 million consumers and generating
tremendous opportunity for economic and social
development.

Our region’s commitment to that hemispheric
integration process has led Trinidad and Tobago and its
partners in the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) to
propose our capital city, Port-of-Spain, as the ideal
location for the seat of the proposed permanent
secretariat of the free trade area of the Americas.

Unanimous regional support for this CARICOM
proposal would demonstrate the hemisphere’s
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solidarity with one of its smaller members and give
true meaning to the principle of the sovereign equality
of all States. It would further decentralize the
headquartering of major international and regional
organizations and enable a small island developing
State to place its resources at the service of the
hemispheric community. Accordingly, we look forward
to receiving the support of all our neighbours in the
hemisphere.

We remain pleased with the progress of certain
multilateral initiatives, including the New African
Partnership for Development, which I urge CARICOM
and African countries to support by exploring
opportunities to develop investment, trade, tourism and
regular transport routes between our region and the
African continent.

We also consider the establishment of the
International Criminal Court to be a major
achievement, and we urge partner countries to uphold
the integrity of the Rome Statute. The commission of
war crimes, genocide and other such crimes against
humanity has been facilitated by a global culture of
impunity. The people of the world will be safe only
when the perpetrators of such crimes know that
punishment is inescapable.

Trinidad and Tobago condemns all forms and
manifestations of terrorism, wherever and by
whomever they are committed. We are already a party
to the principal international legal instruments against
terrorism, and the Government will shortly take
parliamentary action to enact legislation honouring our
obligations with respect to the International
Convention for the Suppression of the Financing of
Terrorism.

As the international community continues to
confront the many threats to the survival of mankind,
the world’s political leadership must unequivocally
reaffirm its commitment to the United Nations so that
the United Nations can continue its role in fighting
injustice, inequality, inequity and intolerance
worldwide through resolute and speedy action, in
respect of its commitment to the ideals for which it was
founded.

Trinidad and Tobago is of the view that the issue
of United Nations reform takes on even more urgency
as the institution approaches the sixtieth anniversary of
its founding in 1945. We therefore look forward to
discussion of the Secretary-General’s recommendations

based on the report of the High-level Panel on Threats,
Challenges and Change, chaired by former Prime
Minister Anand Panyarachun.

In conclusion, I wish to propose that on 24
October, 2005, United Nations Day, a special
commemorative meeting of the General Assembly be
held in San Francisco, where our Charter was signed,
to reaffirm our commitment to the lofty ideals
enunciated some 50 years ago, which are still valid
today.

The Acting President: On behalf of the General
Assembly, I wish to thank the Prime Minister of the
Republic of Trinidad and Tobago for the statement he
has just made.

The Honourable Patrick Manning, Prime
Minister of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago,
was escorted from the rostrum.

Address by Mr. Ayad Allawi, Prime Minister of
the Republic of Iraq

The Acting President: The Assembly will now
hear an address by the Prime Minister of the Republic
of Iraq.

Mr. Ayad Allawi, Prime Minister of the Republic
of Iraq, was escorted to the rostrum.

The Acting President: I have great pleasure in
welcoming His Excellency Mr. Ayad Allawi, Prime
Minister of the Republic of Iraq, and inviting him to
address the General Assembly.

Mr. Allawi (Iraq) (spoke in Arabic): It is with
pleasure that I congratulate you, Sir, on your
assumption of the presidency at the fifty-ninth session
of the General Assembly.

It is also a pleasure to speak to the Assembly
today as the Prime Minister of a fully sovereign State
that seeks to recover its place among the community of
nations. Iraq has been isolated from the international
community for a very long time. It was deprived of the
very important role it should play in the community of
nations. The Iraqi people aspire to recover that role
today.

Iraq is a nation rich in cultural heritage and
history, as the cradle of civilization. But the oppressive
regime of Saddam Hussein cast a long, sinister shadow
over Iraq. It traumatized and suppressed the people of
Iraq for decades. With the fall of Saddam Hussein’s
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oppressive regime, our country and the world have
been made safer. New horizons for fruitful and
constructive cooperation with the world have emerged.

A new situation has emerged in Iraq, which is
now experiencing a conflict of far-reaching
consequences for the country’s future and its relations
with the world. It is the struggle of the Iraqi people —
and its vision for future peace and democracy —
against the terrorists and extremists and the remnants
of Saddam Hussein’s regime, who are targeting that
noble dream long nurtured by our people. It is the
struggle of all civilized nations against those working
to destroy civilization and world culture. I therefore
appeal to the representatives of the countries assembled
here to help Iraq to defeat the forces of terrorism and to
build a better future for its people.

The President returned to the Chair.

The brutal dictatorship imposed by Saddam
Hussein on Iraq brought destruction to Iraq and
brutalized and traumatized the Iraqi people. The regime
killed hundreds of thousands of Iraqi citizens. It
arrested and tortured many thousands more and drove
millions of Iraqis to leave their country after depriving
them of the most fundamental human and civil rights.
It also ruined relations among Iraqis by sowing the
seeds of religious, ethnic and other divisions.

My words today cannot adequately convey the
oppression and suffering endured by the Iraqi people
over three decades. We have discovered 262 mass
graves, and we continue to find more; they prove the
corruption of the Saddam regime and its lack of
compassion and respect for life.

During the brutal era of Saddam Hussein, the
dream of the Iraqi people was to build a democratic,
federal and free Iraq that would ensure a dignified life
for its citizens. Today, we have a genuine opportunity
to make that dream come true. Iraq has now become a
country of laws that ensure respect for human rights
and freedoms. It has a Government that embodies the
diversity of the Iraqi people within the framework of
genuine national unity.

Today, we are also preparing to hold democratic
elections next January under the timeline set in the
Law of Administration of the State of Iraq for the
Transitional Period and in Security Council resolution
1546 (2004). We are committed to that timeline despite
the complexities and difficulties involved, and, with

the Assembly’s help, we can meet the deadline.
Holding elections is a vital and necessary step towards
improving the security situation in Iraq. We hope that
all Iraqis will participate in the elections and contribute
to the completion of the political process.

Nonetheless, there is a tiny extremist minority
that seeks to deprive Iraqis of the opportunity to fulfil
their dream of building a democratic future in Iraq.
Like all terrorists everywhere in the world, those who
are responsible for terrorism in Iraq hate democracy,
freedom and humanity. They are abetted in their
criminal endeavours by a number of foreigners who
have infiltrated Iraq from neighbouring countries.
There are also criminals from the previous regime, who
aim at destroying our country and impeding progress.
They are not freedom fighters, as is claimed by some
biased circles. They do not mean to liberate our
country; rather, they want to spread chaos, violence
and terror and jeopardize the security of citizens and of
the country. They target the dreams and aspirations of
the Iraqi people.

In fact, our goal in the ongoing conflict is to
restore stability and the rule of law and to enable the
men, women and children of Iraq to live free from fear.
The aim of the terrorists, on the other hand, is to
destroy the aspirations and will power of our people
through mass killings and the destruction of Iraq’s
infrastructure, and to stop economic life in Iraq and
create a state of tension, panic and instability in order
to undermine peace and security. They want to destroy
human civilization in our region and, indeed,
throughout the world.

For all those reasons, my Government’s top
priorities are to defeat the terrorists’ schemes, to
establish security throughout Iraq and to hunt down the
terrorists and bring them to justice. We have developed
plans to promote security as a vital precondition for the
reconstruction of Iraq, the restoration of economic
progress, the completion of the political process, the
achievement of national reconciliation and the
promotion of a culture of tolerance among all citizens
of Iraq.

Perhaps members now appreciate the daunting
task we are facing. We look forward to assistance from
our neighbours and all of our friends in the
international community in order to achieve security
and stability in Iraq. I recognize that some countries
here objected to the war that brought down the
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oppressive regime of Saddam Hussein and liberated the
people of Iraq. And that is their right. However,
differences over this issue should not remain an
obstacle to establishing new cooperative relationships
that would allow Iraq to receive serious international
support to consolidate security, freedom and
democracy in our country and to forge ahead on the
path of development and progress.

Iraq welcomes international support for the
objectives of the Iraqi people as outlined in Security
Council resolution 1546 (2004), which was adopted
unanimously. That resolution reaffirms the sovereignty
and territorial integrity of Iraq and endorses the
formation of the national Government. It also affirms
the international community’s commitment to support
the Government in fulfilling the will of the Iraqi people
by holding elections and establishing the proper legal
framework for political parties and civil society. In
addition, it places emphasis on the re-establishment of
an effective governmental structure, the application of
the principle of social justice, and the promotion of a
climate of tolerance, dialogue and human rights.

We need more assistance from our neighbours
and from the international community as a whole to
meet all those objectives and to translate the
aspirations of the Iraqi people into realities after so
many decades of suffering under the oppression of the
previous regime and its excessive practices. We are
proud of our membership of the League of Arab States,
the Organization of the Islamic Conference and the
Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries, and
we have started a fruitful dialogue with the European
Union. We hope that all that will lead to concrete
positive results in the near future.

Also, I am pleased to announce here that the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) has agreed
to assist Iraq in the training of its security forces. I
especially welcome the upcoming conference of
neighbouring countries and other friendly countries,
with the objective of empowering the Iraqi people to
face its challenges and dangers and of establishing
stability in Iraq.

It is our duty to coordinate our efforts in the fight
against terrorism and to exchange information. It is
also our duty to ensure that our national borders are
more secure, so that we can halt the infiltration of
terrorists into Iraq and put an end to their destructive
activities. In that context, we call upon all friendly and

peace-loving nations to stand by Iraq; we need their
immediate assistance. We need more assistance from
the multinational force, and we need a broadening of
the base of countries contributing troops to that force,
so that it will be better equipped and more determined
to confront terrorism and to provide security protection
for the United Nations and its agencies when they
return to Iraq.

My Government is committed to the
reconstruction and development of the national
economy and is working with the World Bank, the
United Nations system and the International Monetary
Fund to complete the reforms under way and enhance
Iraq’s prospects for welfare and prosperity, so that it
can become effective as a trading partner of other
nations. The problem of foreign debt has emerged as
the most serious obstacle on that road. Our debts
amount to billions of dollars, which is beyond our
capacity to repay. This places an unjust burden on the
Iraqi people, since those debts arose from the
prohibitive costs improperly incurred by the former
regime in its unjustified wars, its support for
international terrorism, its acquisition of weapons of
mass destruction and its plunder of our national
resources.

With good intentions and rational management,
Iraq hopes to reach agreement with the Paris Club by
the end of this year in order to achieve substantial
reductions in our debts. Here, I would like to express
our gratitude to those countries that have decided to
write off their loans to Iraq, and I appeal to other
creditor nations to show the same generosity. Without
their assistance, we will not be able to reconstruct Iraq
and attract the foreign investment that would enhance
our ability to defeat terrorism and improve security for
the Iraqi people, ensuring increased economic benefits
for the region and entire world. Also, I appeal to donor
countries that have pledged generous financial
assistance to fulfil their obligations in order to help us
reconstruct our country. We welcome the meeting of
donor countries scheduled to be convened next month
in Tokyo. Such financial assistance will create an
atmosphere of optimism that will allow us to leave the
past totally behind and will help us finance reforms and
development projects on the ground. In addition, we
hope that Iraq’s friends will provide financial
assistance to ensure the success of our democratic
elections.
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We seek international assistance from the United
Nations for the special Iraqi court in order to ensure
that all defendants, whatever serious crimes they may
be charged with, receive fair trials within the justice
system. That would help Iraq free itself from the
pernicious shackles of the past.

We stress that the efforts and resources
committed by the international community to promote
Iraq’s democracy and revive its economy shall not have
been committed in vain. They may even have a
positive impact on the entire region and the world as a
whole, creating a climate conducive to peace, security
and international and regional cooperation on the basis
of respect for mutual interests.

We highly appreciate the role and good offices of
Secretary-General Kofi Annan in helping us lay the
foundations of freedom and democracy. We also pay
tribute to Mr. Lakhdar Brahimi, former Personal Envoy
of the Secretary-General, for his work on the
constitution of the interim Iraqi Government. We also
welcome the appointment of Mr. Ashraf Qazi as
Mr. Brahimi’s successor. We further welcome the
assistance team dispatched by the United Nations to
help us meet our obligation to convene general
elections in January.

We look forward to welcoming United Nations
personnel in Iraq to help see us through an effective
political process and reconstruction. We warmly look
forward to the return of all United Nations agencies to
fulfil their noble mission in Iraq.

On this occasion, I wish to recall with deep
anguish and sorrow the destruction of the United
Nations headquarters in Baghdad just over a year ago
in a brutal and barbaric terrorist attack that claimed the
lives of Mr. Sergio Vieira de Mello, a brilliant
international figure, and of other United Nations staff
members in the international compound. Their memory
will remain a vivid testimony for the promotion of
democracy and stability in Iraq. I stress our
determination to defeat the cowardly terrorists who
target the lives of foreign workers who come to Iraq to
help us fulfil our noble mission.

Iraq follows closely the challenges that face the
countries of the world, including the emergence of new
forms of terrorism, the proliferation of weapons of
mass destruction, the need to reduce poverty, the
achievement of the Millennium Development Goals,
respect for human rights and the consolidation of

democracy and equality. In that regard, Iraq appeals to
the United Nations in particular to strive even harder,
to combat and eradicate the horrendous scourge of
terrorism. That struggle calls for new ideas and firmer
resolve to implement the existing agreements. It is
important that we affirm the commitment of the
Government and people of Iraq to succeed in this
battle.

Terrorism is a disease that is spreading
throughout the world, employing misleading slogans.
Terrorists have killed numerous people in the name of
Islam in New York, Turkey, the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, Bali, Madrid, Baghdad and elsewhere. They
are criminals who commit their evil acts without mercy
and evince only a taste for barbarism and bloodshed.
Today, they have chosen Iraq as their battleground
because they fear the success of the Iraqi experience
and the restoration of Iraq’s stability, development and
democratic institution-building. They will reap nothing
but failure and total defeat.

Thus, our struggle is the United Nations struggle,
our victory will be its victory and our defeat will be its
defeat. Indeed, the values of democracy, freedom,
justice and equality for all, irrespective of gender,
colour, faith or race, are common human values. There
is no room or excuse for those who seek to divide our
world by making a distinction of Muslims, which is
extremely damaging to the unity of human society,
peace and security.

Furthermore, we believe in the importance of
consolidating peace and stability in the Middle East on
the basis of United Nations resolutions, of respect for
mutual rights and of a just and comprehensive peace.

Let me appeal today before the international
community, both to those who supported the war in
Iraq and to those who opposed it, as well as to the
United Nations itself, not to remain neutral or idle in
the struggle, but to join us for our sake as well as for
their own. The fulfilment of the Iraqi people’s dream of
a free, stable and prosperous Iraq, with good standing
in the family of peace-loving nations, will strengthen
our capacity and resolve to achieve justice and peace,
to defeat terrorism and violence, and to end all forms
of division and hatred among nations. Let us stand side
by side as one international family in order to achieve
our noble cause.

The President (spoke in French): On behalf of
the General Assembly, I wish to thank the Prime
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Minister of the Republic of Iraq for the statement he
has just made.

Mr. Ayad Allawi, Prime Minister of the Republic
of Iraq, was escorted from the rostrum.

The President (spoke in French): I now call on
His Excellency Mr. Jean Asselborn, Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs and
Immigration of the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg.

Mr. Asselborn (Luxembourg) (spoke in French):
It is a special honour for me, as a member of the new
Government of Luxembourg and its Minister for
Foreign Affairs and Immigration, to take the floor for
the first time before this gathering of the nations of the
world.

You, sir, have acceded to the presidency of the
General Assembly at a time when decisions fraught
with consequences for the future of our Organization
must be prepared and discussed. Our Secretary-General
has reminded us that the United Nations is at a
crossroads. I have no doubt that, under your skilled and
wise leadership, our General Assembly will be able
effectively and decisively to provide constructive and
consensual responses to the great issues of our time.

The session ahead, leading us to the
commemoration of the sixtieth anniversary of the
establishment of the United Nations, must be one of
renewal for multilateralism. I can assure you, Sir, that
my country — a founding Member of the United
Nations — intends to contribute actively to that crucial
work, in particular within the presidency of the Council
of the European Union, to which Luxembourg will
accede on 1 January 2005, following the current
presidency of the Netherlands. It goes without saying
that I fully subscribe to the statement made by my
colleague, Mr. Bernard Bot, Minister for Foreign
Affairs of the Netherlands, before this Assembly.

From this moment until the sixtieth session of the
General Assembly, three themes will be the focus of
our attention: issues linked to the maintenance of peace
and security; the complex question of development and
its financing; and United Nations reform.

We must begin this genuine relaunching of
multilateral cooperation first of all in the area of the
maintenance of peace and security, basing our action
on the United Nations Charter. While regional crises
and civil wars have multiplied in various areas of the
globe, in particular on the African continent over the

past year, history has taught us, often tragically and
painfully, that peace and stability can only be
maintained and guaranteed within the framework of an
international order based on the rule of law and shared
strong and effective institutions based on fundamental
shared values. This has been stated in our superb
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the
subsequent normative instruments that supplemented it.
This is also the lesson learned from the fratricidal
horrors and conflicts of the past century between
member States of the European Union, which now we
are gratified to see expanded to 25 members.

In that context, we look with concern toward the
Middle and Near East, where situations of tension and
of open conflict seem to be worsening. Regarding the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict, we must emphatically
recall here, given a situation characterized by
numerous impasses on all sides, that the path of
negotiation and compromise remains the only
reasonable path and that the road map remains the only
way to achieve a negotiated solution between the
parties, based on the coexistence of two States, namely,
an independent and viable Palestinian State, living in
peace next to Israel, within secure and recognized
borders. This was also vigorously reaffirmed by the
Quartet the day before yesterday. In the same way, any
withdrawal by Israel from the Gaza Strip must take
place within the context of the political process
described by the road map.

The unanimous adoption of Security Council
resolution 1546 (2004) on the situation in Iraq and the
subsequent restoration of Iraqi sovereignty constitute
an important stage in the process of political, social
and economic reconstruction of this battered country.
The European Union, for its part, adopted in early
September a set of measures designed to further
strengthen the European commitment to Iraq. We hope
that conditions will soon be such that the United
Nations will be able to fully play its proper role, in
particular regarding the political process, the
preparation for elections, humanitarian assistance and
reconstruction.

Luxembourg has also been following with the
greatest attention developments in the situation in the
Great Lakes region, the Western Balkans, and, in
particular, in Kosovo, as well as in Darfur in Sudan.
My country fully associates itself with the positions
presented here by my Dutch colleague on behalf of the
European Union.
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The preservation of peace, crisis prevention and
management and peacekeeping are among the noblest
tasks of our Organization. The Security Council has an
important role to play here. We should not hesitate to
consider innovative solutions in defining new
approaches and institutional processes to strengthen
our collective capacity for prevention and action on the
basis of the Charter.

Here I would like to welcome the measures taken
by the Secretary-General regarding the prevention of
genocide. I would venture to hope that the High-level
Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change will be able
to put before us proposals to both improve our capacity
for shared action and cope with the new threats to
peace and security, among which, first and foremost,
are terrorism and the proliferation of weapons of mass
destruction. United Nations instruments in fighting
terrorism were recently enhanced by the adoption of
Security Council resolution 1535 (2004) and the
implementation measures which flow from it.
However, the recent report of the Analytical Support
and Sanctions Monitoring Team of the Security
Council Committee established pursuant to resolution
1267 (1999) concerning Al Qaeda and the Taliban and
Associated Individuals and Entities reminded us that a
great deal still remains to be done to put an end to
these despicable and unacceptable practices which
leave so many families throughout the world in
mourning.

The fight against terrorism cannot be won solely
through the use of military and police means. We must
strike at its roots, which spawn hate, brutality and the
senseless destruction of human lives. The core of any
multilateral system is the right of all peoples and every
human being to live in peace and dignity.

The threat of weapons of mass destruction also
remains a concern of highest priority. While significant
progress has been made, disturbing news has reached
us over the last few months from other regions of the
globe, in particular from Iran and from the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea. In each of these cases, the
necessary clarifications and full guarantees must be
provided, particularly within the framework of strict
respect for the International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) regimes. Here, I would like to emphasize that
the 2005 Review Conference of the Treaty on the Non-
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons must provide an
opportunity for reaffirming the validity and relevance

of the shared quest for solutions to the complex issues
of non-proliferation.

Regarding all of these cases linked to the
maintenance of peace and international security, the
United Nations will find a reliable and committed
partner in the European Union, which has made the
emergence of effective multilateralism one of its
priorities for the security strategy it adopted in
December 2003. It is, indeed, with pride that I add that
Luxembourg has also been shouldering its
peacekeeping responsibilities by contributing military
contingents to the Kosovo Force and to the
International Security Assistance Force in Afghanistan,
which are now under the command of the European
Corps.

The issue of development is and must remain the
focus of the international community’s attention. This
is the most important point in this context. While
millions of human beings continue to live in
unacceptable conditions, our rallying around the
achievement of the Millennium Development Goals
must be constant and indeed stepped up, given the fact
that many States, particularly in sub-Saharan Africa,
still experience extreme difficulty in making progress
to meet the 2015 deadline.

For its part, Luxembourg is ready to shoulder its
duties in the indispensable joint international efforts. In
2003, our official development assistance (ODA) in
Luxembourg reached 0.81 per cent of our gross
national product and the goal of having this figure
reach one per cent in the years to come is part of the
programme of the new Government that was formed in
July of this year. The struggle against poverty and the
commitment to sustainable development on the global
level are also major objectives of the policy of
cooperation in Luxembourg, the policy that we are
implementing together with our partners in a spirit of
partnership and participation. In our actions to ensure
cooperation, particular emphasis must be placed on the
continuation of international efforts targeting
reproductive health, in particular, combating the
horrendous scourge of HIV/AIDS.

In addition to an increase in ODA on the global
scale, other sources of financing can be used, and the
initiative of Presidents Lula and Chirac has charted the
way for a number of interesting ideas in this respect.
We believe that it is critical to maintain the Monterrey
Consensus as a whole. Any effective development
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strategy in the medium- and long-term must be based
on a proper combination of elements such as ODA,
international trade, direct foreign investment and the
domestic efforts of the countries involved, particularly
regarding capacity reinforcement, strengthening of
governance and the rule of law. In this regard, I am
convinced that all efforts must be further developed to
achieve a positive conclusion to the Doha development
round.

As Minister for Foreign Affairs and Immigration,
I must mention an innovation in our national political
context, as did our Secretary-General, Mr. Kofi Annan,
on 29 January 2004, in an inciteful speech to the
European Parliament in Brussels regarding the growing
importance of the problem of migration, particularly
for Europe. This issue must be addressed through a
careful management of migration flows by focusing on
integration and international cooperation. Decisive
action against organized crime, in particular crime
linked to any kind of trafficking in human beings, is an
indispensable corollary to this.

We are called upon to step up our efforts during
the year to come to prepare for a significant event,
namely, the September 2005 summit, and which, in
United Nations jargon, is being called the “major
event”. Five years after the Millennium Summit, this
meeting of the highest political leaders on the planet
should provide an opportunity to define a new
synthesis — a new global agenda — at the dawn of the
twenty-first century.

Indeed, we face many significant challenges.
Together, we must review all of the commitments
undertaken in the Millennium Declaration and at the
major conferences of the 1990s, assess their
implementation and, within the Organization, make
any adjustments and adaptations that a changing global
context requires — all without compromising the level
of the shared ambitions that inspire us. We must see to
it that the new global agenda expresses the hopes and
aspirations of the entire international community. In
particular, development must continue to be a focus of
the attention it deserves. There is also a need to open
our Organization up to the new debates and the new
issues that are emerging in the area of the maintenance
of peace and security.

None of the foregoing issues are fiefdoms of a
particular State or group of States. Rather, they are
concerns shared by all Member States and, as such,

must be managed jointly within the multilateral
institutions that form our common heritage. The
vitality and relevance of our Organization is the key to
the effort to redefine the terms of the international
agenda by giving priority to the concepts of
interdependence and solidarity. While the goals are
vital, the risks are significant, and, together, we must
chart a coordinated, inclusive and balanced path that
will allow each and every one of us to participate fully
and to express our aspirations and expectations.

To achieve those lofty goals we need, first of all,
to promote the development of a new mindset in our
deliberations. After the divisions and controversies of
recent years, the international community must once
again come together and close ranks around shared,
joint objectives. In that way the United Nations will
remain the pre-eminent seat of international legitimacy
and a vital centre for multilateral action, as the
Secretary-General recently said. It is that new mindset
that must inspire our shared activities as we move
towards next year’s major event.

We also need to agree on a procedure that will
ensure the participation of all, guarantee the necessary
balance among the various aspects of the process and
guide us towards greater coordination on the substance
of the political messages to be formulated. In all
events, rest assured that my country and its partners in
the European Union are ready to participate fully in
that debate.

In the context of a renewal of multilateralism, as I
have tried to outline it here, reform of the United
Nations has pride of place. Our institutions must be
better adapted to meet new challenges, as well as to
fulfil their present mandates. The genuine renewal of
the United Nations system must be reflected in a
palpable strengthening of the tools for analysis,
decision and action available to us. Effective
multilateralism must be expressed through the
strengthening of the United Nations system as a whole.

By adopting a more global approach, we see
reform not as a zero-sum game, but as a positive-sum
game, in which each player and each institution
benefits from the new impetus thus provided.
Significant progress was already made in the
revitalization of the General Assembly during the fifty-
eighth session, under the leadership of the former
President, Mr. Julian Hunte. Those efforts now remain
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to be translated into action as well as continued and
intensified.

Security Council reform, which has been in
discussion for more than a decade, must be carried out,
so that that vital body can better reflect the realities of
today’s world; indeed, it is both a prerequisite for the
Council’s legitimacy and a guarantee for the
effectiveness of its action. More active interaction
between the Security Council and the General
Assembly and a better coordination of their roles, as
well as enhanced transparency regarding States not
members of the Security Council, should form the
framework of any future enlargement of the Council.

The restructuring of the work of the Economic
and Social Council and the Main Committees of the
General Assembly should be conducted with
determination and courage so that more focused and
better organized activities can gain greater relevance
and have greater political impact on the substantive
problems being addressed.

The strengthening of the rule of law on a global
scale, as called for by the Secretary-General, and, in
particular, the consolidation and ultimate
universalization of the International Criminal Court,
should be among our highest priorities, along with the
protection of human rights — the vital importance of
which I would like to emphasize once again.

Finally, I would be remiss were I to fail to
mention the Secretariat staff and other United Nations
personnel, who are carrying out an extraordinarily
difficult mission with courage and dedication, and
indeed sometimes, as we know, risking their very lives.
It is crucial that we be able, within the framework of
this year’s budgetary discussions for the year, to
provide the Organization with the resources,
particularly the financial resources to fulfil the
mandates that we have conferred upon it, especially in
regard to peacekeeping operations. It is also vital that
the Organization adopt a rigorous policy regarding the
protection of United Nations personnel, who are acting
on our behalf in often dangerous conditions in all
corners of the globe.

It seems that to put a curse on someone, one has
only to wish for them to live in interesting times. I do
not know if we are living under a curse, but I do know
that we are living in an interesting time: a time of
debate, a time of restructuring, a time of choice and of
the relaunching of international cooperation. Let us

seize this opportunity and breathe new life into the
United Nations, which has been proven itself to be
indispensable. But let us also admit that the choice of
multilateralism is a demanding one, and one that
requires of us all an increased readiness to call into
question our old certainties and to accept new
approaches within a renewed institutional framework.

On the path towards that renewal, let us draw
inspiration from the magnificent lines of the Spanish
poet, Antonio Machado, and I quote:

“Traveller, your footsteps
Are the road, and nothing else;
Traveller, there is no road.
The road is made by walking;
Walking makes the road”.

I am confident that together we will have the
vision and the courage to take that first step, and the
steps that follow, on that ambitious path.

The Acting President (spoke in French): I now
call on His Excellency Mr. Ahmed Aboul Gheit,
Minister for Foreign Affairs of Egypt.

Mr. Aboul Gheit (Egypt) (spoke in Arabic): It is
a great pleasure to have Mr. Jean Ping presiding over
the General Assembly at its fifty-ninth session. I am
confident that his wealth of experience and the friendly
ties that his sisterly country enjoys with all countries of
the world will be a major asset for the Assembly as it
discharges its tasks.

The success of the present session will build upon
the accomplishments of the fifty-eighth session under
the leadership of the previous President, Mr. Julian
Hunte, who made an important contribution to the
revitalization of the role of the General Assembly in
various fields.

I would also like to express our appreciation to
the Secretary-General for his tireless efforts to enhance
the status of the Organization and to strengthen its role
in the international arena, in particular in the area of
regional and national development.

At the outset of the fifty-ninth session we must
scrutinize the international environment in which it is
being held. We have to consider world events to
determine their direction, to decide where we stand on
them and to understand their impact, whether positive
or negative, on the achievement of our shared goal: the
promotion of international peace and security.



18

A/59/PV.10

Indeed, we need to pause to see where this world
and this international community are heading. Is it and
are we ascending towards upholding the values of
democracy, justice and the rule of law, or are we
descending into tyranny, the law of the jungle and the
imposition of the policies of fait accompli? Can it be
said that events in the world today emanate from a
genuine belief in the might of right, or do they, most
regrettably, represent a consolidation of the arrogance
of power?

The events witnessed by the world today are a
cause of grave concern to all those who believe in the
tenets and principles on which the international system
was established. We are witnessing the collapse of
noble values and the disintegration of principles once
thought unassailable. National sovereignty and
territorial integrity are no longer sufficient to prevent
interference in the internal affairs of States. Indeed,
those internal affairs have themselves become pretexts
for those who wish to impose their policies on others.

The international situation forces us to consider
the critical question of what we seek from this world
and what we have offered in return. We claim that we
want a world free from conflict and wars, but what
have we done to create such a world? We claim that we
want an international community governed by legality
and the rule of law, as the Secretary-General said on
Tuesday, but are we seriously upholding the values of
legality and law? We claim that we wish to see all
peoples enjoying democracy, but should States not
practice democracy in the conduct of their foreign
relations as well?

Relations among States are by nature volatile and
easy to break, but they are reparable. It may be difficult
at times to repair them, but the calculations pertaining
to constantly changing interests will eventually make it
possible to do so. Relations among peoples, however,
are different. Their wounds are readily inflamed and
heal slowly or hardly at all. It is therefore incumbent
upon us, in our feverish attempts to achieve our own
interests, to take special care to avoid flashpoints
between peoples, civilizations and cultures. Their
memories store all of their experiences and
tribulations. Nothing stored in their collective memory
fades or disappears with time.

For more than a decade now, Egypt has called
and continues to call for the convening of an
international conference under United Nations auspices

to consider the phenomenon of terrorism and to agree
on means to combat it through effective collective
international efforts. Proceeding from our belief in the
importance and centrality of the role of the United
Nations in the coordination of international efforts to
combat terrorism, as exercised through the General
Assembly and the Security Council, we propose that
the Assembly establish an open-ended working group
to consider proposals to increase the effectiveness and
efficiency of the United Nations and its ability to
achieve international anti-terrorism goals. That could
be accompanied by the convening of regional
preparatory meetings to catalogue regional needs and
areas conducive to international cooperation, which
could in turn ultimately lead to the adoption at an
international summit of a draft comprehensive
framework convention to combat terrorism.

I should like to take this opportunity to describe
the situation in our part of the world and the threats
and challenges it faces.

The main threat to the Middle East flows from
the continued acquisition by some of nuclear weapons.
While we all agree on the dangers posed by those
weapons and on the need to halt their proliferation as
one step towards eliminating them and freeing
humanity from the threat they represent, the
international community continues to address the
question of weapons of mass destruction selectively.
While the international community seeks to impose a
strict system to monitor the imports of all Member
States within the non-proliferation regime — which,
incidentally, includes all Arab States — it turns a blind
eye to the ongoing stockpiling of nuclear capabilities
by one party in the region.

I invite all to question whether it is acceptable for
the threat of nuclear proliferation to continue to loom
over the Middle East. I leave it to all to decide whether
the international approach to the question is fair or is
one of double standards; whether it is capable of
addressing those dangers and threats, or whether we
are in need of urgent radical change. The ongoing
application of double standards will not only
exacerbate the risks of nuclear proliferation and
weaken the belief in the credibility and centrality of the
relevant international regime, but also aggravate the
tense situation in the Middle East. In order to ease that
tension and to avert those dangers, in 1990 President
Mubarak launched the Egyptian initiative to create a
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zone free from weapons of mass destruction in the
Middle East.

In the year that has elapsed between the opening
of the fifty-eighth and the fifty-ninth sessions, the
suffering of the Palestinian people has continued. The
Palestinian people has been subject to acts of
aggression and its legitimate rights have continued to
be violated. The tragedies visited upon Palestinians
have become a permanent item of newscasts and
newspaper headlines. A new report emerges every day
of the demolition of homes, the destruction of
infrastructure, the targeting of unarmed civilians,
assassinations, collective punishments, and the
imposition of curfews and closures. There is no end in
sight to such policies. All this suffering has been met
by an inexplicable international silence, with the
exception of some timid expression of dissatisfaction
or, at best, displeasure at events unfolding there. Such
responses entrench, rather than change, the situation of
fait accompli.

Israel also continues to build the separation wall
on Palestinian lands. The wall separates students from
their schools, workers from their factories and farmers
from their fields. Had Israel’s objective in the
construction of the wall truly been to ensure its own
security, it would have built it on its own land. The
advisory opinion of the International Court of Justice
declared the wall’s construction illegal and called for a
halt to construction activities and for the removal of
the sections already constructed. The opinion sent a
strong message to the international community in
general, and to Israel in particular, to the effect that the
torch of justice still burns bright. It may have seemed
to flicker, but it has not been extinguished. The scales
of justice still prevail. They may seem to have been
upset, but they have neither fallen nor been tipped.

Our region needs the construction of bridges that
connect, not walls that separate. Our region needs a
channel for the hopes for a promising future, not
barriers that hold the region captive to the past and its
tribulations. Our region needs the serious action and
sincere cooperation of all in order to dislodge the
political peace process from its current impasse and put
it back on track.

The way out of this bloody dilemma is well
known. It was laid down by the international Quartet in
the road map that enjoys the support of the entire
international community. The ultimate destination of

that path is also well known. It was enunciated by
United States President George Bush in his vision of
the establishment of two independent States, Palestine
and Israel, living side by side in peace and security.

That is the road before us; those are its landmarks
and its goals. There is neither time for waiting nor
room for foot-dragging. Prompt and effective action is
needed to break the cycle of violence, to restore calm
and to resume the process of political negotiations.
Such negotiations are the one and only way to end the
Arab-Israeli conflict.

In that regard, Israel’s intended withdrawal from
the Gaza Strip could be a significant step. If the
withdrawal takes place in a rational, disciplined and
orderly manner, it could enable us to begin to
overcome the crisis and to put the peace process back
on track. However, if it is carried out in an attitude of
stubbornness and short-sightedness, it will lead only to
tension and further violence.

In order to achieve the goal of an Israeli
withdrawal, a number of elements must be ensured. In
particular, the withdrawal must take place as an
integral and clear part of the road map, and it must be
full and complete. The withdrawal must include all
crossing points, the seaport and the airport; otherwise,
it will be just another way to impose a blockade on and
confinement of the Palestinian people. A complete
Israeli withdrawal means not only the departure of
occupation forces from the Gaza Strip, but also an end
to the policy of incursions, raids and assassinations,
which must be followed by a withdrawal from all the
occupied Palestinian territories in the West Bank.

Despite all the efforts and appeals for peace, the
bloodshed continues unabated in the Middle East. We
had pinned our hopes on the transfer of sovereignty to
the Iraqi people at the end of June and on the formation
of an Iraqi Government and National Council. It was
hoped that those would be the first steps towards the
restoration by the Iraqis of their full sovereignty on
their own national soil and towards ending the foreign
presence in that long-suffering country. However, the
events of recent months and days have shown — and
current events continue to show every day — that the
Iraqi people continue to live in conditions that are far
from stable.

We wonder whose interests are served by the
events in Iraq. Who is to benefit from the destruction
of that country, with its age-old civilization? Will the
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events taking place in Iraq remain confined to that
country, or will they spread beyond its borders like
fire, causing destruction and desolation in the region as
they have done in Iraq?

We call upon all parties to respect Iraq’s
sovereignty and territorial integrity. The people and the
State of Iraq desperately need a breathing space for
calm reflection on the best way to bring the country out
of the devastating spiral of violence. We call upon the
United Nations to continue its pivotal role in helping
the people of Iraq to rebuild their constitutional and
legislative institutions as a first step towards the
rebuilding of Iraq by the Iraqis themselves.

Moreover, there is an urgent humanitarian
problem in Darfur — indeed, a real humanitarian
tragedy that requires urgent international action to
contain it. But is it inevitable that such an effort take
the form of interference in the Sudan’s internal affairs
and violation of its sovereignty? Can we not provide
humanitarian assistance and relief to Darfur’s
inhabitants without encroaching upon the Sudan’s
national sovereignty? Are there enough military forces
in the world to be dispatched as invaders to every area
that is afflicted by a humanitarian crisis?

The affairs of the Sudan, with its ethnic
composition and its religious and cultural heritage, are
by nature complex. It is our duty to help solve those
complex and difficult problems, not to make them
more so.

The Sudan has signed, with the United Nations, a
framework for cooperation to solve the problem in
Darfur and to ensure humanitarian access to the
civilians in the region. That augurs well for the early
alleviation of this humanitarian tragedy, which
threatens to have dire consequences for the entire
region. We call upon the international community not
to confine itself to criticizing one party or another and
not to lay the blame on one set of policies or another.
What is more important and useful is serious action to
help the Sudanese people to overcome the crisis.

Egypt believes that, in order to effectively face
the challenges and threats to international peace and
security, we must improve the working methods of the
United Nations. Therefore, we have participated
seriously — and will continue to do so — in the
exercise of strengthening and revitalizing the United
Nations and its organs. It is our hope that that exercise
will be comprehensive, balanced and transparent and

that it will be carried out in full respect for the
mandates that established the various organs of the
United Nations. In that context, we need to reaffirm the
need to revitalize the role of the General Assembly and
to ensure respect for and implementation of its
resolutions by establishing an effective follow-up
mechanism.

I now turn from the wider context of United
Nations reform to the most sensitive reform issue:
reform and expansion of the Security Council. The
sensitivity of that issue clearly stems from the
Council’s increasing role in international affairs and its
effect on many vital interests and on the international
balances of power.

Here, I should like clearly to state Egypt’s
position, which is based on our membership in the
Group of African States and the fact that we have the
honour to coordinate the Non-Aligned Movement
(NAM) working group on this issue. Egypt hopes that
the deliberations on this subject will result in both
reform of the Council and expansion of its
membership. The United Nations and the international
community as a whole will not gain much if the
process is limited to expanding the Council’s
membership without truly improving its working
methods so that it can better represent the general
membership of the Organization and have greater
capacity to maintain international peace and security.

Egypt is fully committed to the Declaration of the
1997 Harare Summit of the Organization of African
Unity (OAU), which affirmed Africa’s right to two
permanent seats and three non-permanent seats on an
expanded Security Council. We are also committed to
the positions of the Non-Aligned Movement with
regard to increasing the membership of the Council to
at least 26 member States. Such an expansion could be
confined to the non-permanent category should the
expansion of both membership categories prove
difficult.

What about the composition of the Council? We
call for guaranteed representation of all cultures and
civilizations in an expanded Security Council on the
basis of the current geographical distribution in the
United Nations. We believe that the Council will not be
able to effectively carry out its duties in the
maintenance of international peace and security unless
it is more aware of the nature and circumstances
prevailing in all societies and of the cultural and
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historical heritage on which they base and formulate
their policies.

Here, we must reaffirm the legitimate right of
more than 1 billion Muslims and more than 300 million
Arabs to be represented in the Council on an equal
footing with those who represent other cultures and
civilizations. In that context, I wish to recall the
significant contributions made by Egypt at the regional
and international levels and its central role in the
African, Arab and Islamic spheres. Also noteworthy is
Egypt’s role in the Middle East and among developing
and emerging economies. As a founding Member of the
United Nations, Egypt has made well-known
contributions to the implementation of the purposes
and principles of the Organization and to United
Nations peacekeeping operations. Egypt also played a
pivotal role in establishing the League of Arab States,
the OAU, the African Union, NAM and the
Organization of the Islamic Conference. In addition, I
wish to recall that Egypt possesses the components of a
regional Power in its comprehensive sense, be it
economic, military or human. Egypt also enjoys social
and political stability. Its diplomatic outreach is among
the largest, and over the years it has developed strong
international ties throughout the world.

Egypt has in the past expressed its conviction that
it is eminently qualified to assume the responsibility of
a permanent seat in an expanded Security Council, on
the basis of the Harare Declaration. We reiterate that
the considerations to which I referred demonstrate that
Egypt is clearly eligible, and has the capacity, to take
on the responsibilities of membership of the Security
Council, in accordance with Article 23 of the Charter.
We believe that such membership could be based on a
system of rotation with our African brothers, whereby
we would fill the additional seats that would be
allocated to our continent, in accordance with any
newly established status in the Council and with the
geographic distribution as would be worked out by the
United Nations.

The President (spoke in French): I now give the
floor to His Excellency Mr. Jan Petersen, Minister for
Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of Norway.

Mr. Petersen (Norway): When we met here in
the General Assembly last year, it was against the
backdrop of the terrible and devastating attack on the
United Nations headquarters in Baghdad. This year we
are meeting after a number of terrorist attacks, most

recently the gruesome terrorist attack on children on
their very first day of school in Beslan, Russia.

Terrorism is not a new threat. But the scale and
brutality of recent terrorist operations have altered our
lives and our thinking and forced us to take new
measures to protect ourselves against this threat.
Terrorism can strike anywhere and at any time.
Terrorism is a threat to our security; it creates fear and
want, and severely hampers economic and social
development. No cause, however legitimate, can justify
acts of terrorism.

The fight against terrorism must continue to be a
top priority for the United Nations and the world
community. We must act in accordance with
international law and human rights. Democratic values
and the rule of law are our strongest cards in the fight
against terror.

We, the Members of the United Nations, have a
responsibility to make the Organization robust enough
to address the many tasks we have assigned it. The
challenges are many. Unified efforts are needed to
bring peace and stability to Iraq. Security Council
resolution 1546 (2004) stresses that the international
community must help the new Iraqi Government in its
current effort to create a better future. However,
functional national democracies and constitutional
institutions are not created by United Nations
resolutions. In Iraq, they can be created only by the
Iraqis themselves. The international community and
the United Nations can, and should, facilitate and assist
in this process, provided that the necessary security is
ensured. Our Government fully supports the efforts of
the Special Representative of the Secretary-General,
Ashraf Qazi, and his team of dedicated women and
men.

Afghanistan is at a critical juncture. More than
1,000 people, both Afghans and internationals, have
been killed there so far this year. Reconstruction efforts
and efforts to provide humanitarian assistance to the
most vulnerable are being hampered. Development
activities are key elements in ensuring stability and
security. Without security there will be no progress,
and without progress there will be no security. There is
a continued need for international security forces. The
political process leading to elections is another
essential requirement for stability. The United Nations
must continue to play an important role.
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While the world is waiting for a political solution
to the conflict between Israel and the Palestinians, the
situation continues to worsen. The construction of the
separation barrier and the expansion of settlements are
serious threats to the two-State solution.

The Israeli plan to withdraw from Gaza and four
settlements in the West Bank could be a step in the
right direction if it is implemented in accordance with
the road map and Security Council resolutions, and in
keeping with the vision of a two-State solution.

A viable and well-functioning Palestinian
Authority is critical to a peaceful solution to the
conflict. The Palestinian leaders themselves must
contribute by implementing reforms as set out in the
road map. The Palestinian Authority has a clear
responsibility to fight Palestinian terrorism.

In my capacity as Chairman of the Ad Hoc
Liaison Committee for Assistance to the Palestinian
People, I am encouraged by the many statements that I
have heard to the effect that the international
community stands ready to assist in the implementation
of the planned withdrawal. However, key issues must
be addressed. Most importantly, withdrawal from Gaza
must be carried out in a way that is conducive to the
normalization of the Palestinian economy.

Norway, together with other partners in the Ad
Hoc Liaison Committee, will host a donor conference
before the end of the year. I appeal to the States
Members of the United Nations to support the
Palestinian Authority.

In Darfur we are facing another crisis, which is
first and foremost a question of the safety and security
of the civilian population, humanitarian access and the
provision of food, medicine and shelter. The concern of
the international community was expressed in Security
Council resolution 1564 (2004), adopted on Saturday.
All armed groups must cease the violence. The
Norwegian Government expects the Sudanese
authorities to fully comply with Security Council
resolutions.

The Darfur crisis makes it even more important to
continue the Naivasha peace process. A comprehensive
peace agreement for southern Sudan will lay the
foundation for a national solution to the political issues
in Darfur. We welcome the decision to resume the talks
between the Government of the Sudan and the Sudan
People’s Liberation Army in Kenya. We urge them to

work without delay to conclude a comprehensive peace
agreement.

Targeting humanitarian personnel in conflict
areas is absolutely unacceptable. Such acts of violence
constitute grave breaches of international humanitarian
law. We are being forced to rethink our approach to
security. It is important, however, to avoid a situation
where overly strict security measures prevent the
United Nations from acting effectively on the ground.
Such rules might further distance the civilian
population and therefore result in a loss of legitimacy
and local support.

Providing security for United Nations personnel
is not without costs. When we ask the United Nations
to carry out difficult tasks in unsafe environments, we
must also be willing to cover the expenses involved.

We look forward to the Secretary-General’s
recommendations on the basis of the report of the
High-level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change.
That report will come at a crucial point in time for the
United Nations. The United Nations needs to take
earlier and more coordinated action as threats to peace
and security emerge. Such action also needs to be
sustained in a coordinated and effective fashion.

We agree that our collective security system
needs reform. Such reform must include, among other
issues, the sensitive question of Security Council
enlargement. We hope that a broad set of concrete
recommendations by the High-level Panel will enable
us to agree on measures to better meet current and new
threats and challenges. The Panel should take care to
ensure that both hard and soft security issues are
addressed, as well as the linkages between them.
Member States have the responsibility to ensure that
the Secretary-General’s recommendations, based on the
report of the Panel, are actively followed up.

The resolution of armed conflicts is not solely the
province of the United Nations. Regional organizations
also have significant contributions to make — and their
capacities should be strengthened. The United Nations
is indispensable in delivering legitimacy. Regional
organizations, with their local knowledge, are well
placed to meet challenges on the ground. Yet the
institutional mechanisms for ensuring effective
partnership and real burden-sharing between the United
Nations and regional organizations are not in place.
This situation must be rectified.
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A case in point is the involvement of the African
Union (AU) in Sudan. Norway welcomes the response
to the Darfur crisis by the AU and its member States.
The AU mission must be enhanced both by becoming
more pro-active and by increasing the number of
participants. Norway has supported the AU and the
United Nations in providing security and humanitarian
relief in Darfur. We stand ready to continue to support
those efforts.

I believe that strengthening Africa’s capacity for
peacekeeping and peace-building is essential if we are
to deal with the challenges that United Nations
peacekeeping is facing. For nearly ten years, Norway
has contributed to peacekeeping through our Training
for Peace in Southern Africa Programme. We plan to
expand that programme to West Africa.

It is uplifting to see the progress being made in
many African countries. We applaud the basic
principles and political priorities being addressed by
the New Partnership for Africa’s Development and
welcome last week’s inauguration of the Pan-African
Parliament. This strengthening of the political
dimension of regional cooperation testifies to the
dedication of African leaders and holds promise of an
even more active and efficient role for the AU in the
years to come.

Without economic growth there will be no
improvement in welfare and wealth distribution, and
little hope of peace and security. International trade
may be an important engine for creating growth and
welfare. However, this will not happen by itself. A
sound basis for growth and welfare that benefits all
countries can be created only by means of fair trade
rules developed through international cooperation. In
this respect, the World Trade Organization framework
agreement reached in Geneva in July is a milestone.
We avoided any deadlock or setback, and now we can
renew our efforts to achieve substantial progress on the
Doha Development Agenda. I noted that in his speech,
President Lula da Silva said that “If successful, the
Doha Round could lift more than 500 million people
out of poverty”. This certainly shows the opportunities
of globalization. However, ensuring that economic
growth actually improves the livelihoods of ordinary
people requires adequate domestic policies.

In an ever more globalized world, we need
forums to develop the international guidelines
necessary to facilitate cooperation. However, we all

need to do our part. It has been 10 years since the
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change entered into force. More than 120 countries
have ratified the Kyoto Protocol, and we are now
awaiting the ratification that will allow it to enter into
force. I welcome the news that Russia is seriously
considering the ratification of the Protocol, but I regret
that some countries have not yet been willing to join
forces in facing one of the most serious global
challenges of our time.

Fulfilling the requirements of the Kyoto Protocol
is a first step towards coming to grips with the
challenge of climate change. The entire international
community, and notably the largest emitters, must
make a much more ambitious commitment in this field;
we have no time to lose. In the Arctic region we are
already experiencing the effects of climate change as
seen in a temperature rise that is substantially greater
than the global average.

Next year we will take stock of developments
since the Millennium Declaration was adopted. This is
an opportunity to review progress and, where
necessary, intensify efforts to fulfil our commitment to
reducing poverty and achieving development. True
gender equality and education for all stand out as
crucial in this regard. The Summit in 2005 should also
focus on international efforts to promote peace-
building, reconciliation, global security and respect for
human rights. We must take decisive steps during the
next General Assembly to meet development targets
and create a safer and more peaceful world.

The United Nations is indispensable as our most
universal and representative organization. Norway has
devoted a great deal of effort to building the
multilateral system. We are proud of our political and
financial contributions to the United Nations system.
We are eager to see the United Nations strengthened
and reshaped, so that it can remain our most important
instrument for addressing global challenges. Norway
remains committed to supporting the United Nations in
meeting those challenges.

The President (spoke in French): I now call on
His Excellency Mr. Ernst Walch, Minister for Foreign
Affairs of the Principality of Liechtenstein.

Mr. Walch (Liechtenstein): The United Nations
faces unprecedented challenges: the recent past has
brought about a worrisome erosion in the standing and
credibility that this great Organization has enjoyed
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worldwide. Use of military force without prior
authorization by the Security Council and increasingly
difficult and dangerous conditions under which United
Nations personnel operate in many places are but two
examples illustrating this trend.

Secretary-General Kofi Annan has given a two-
tiered response. First, he issued a call for an
unequivocal commitment to the principle of
multilateralism, upon which this Organization is built.
And secondly, he commissioned a report from eminent
and highly experienced personalities on how the
Organization should address new threats and
challenges.

Liechtenstein believes that this was the right
response. An unequivocal and unwavering commitment
from all of us is the basis for collective action and for
observing the rules we have set for ourselves. Only this
commitment can give meaning to our decisions to
tackle new challenges, and only this can enable us to
further develop a rules-based framework in order to
look confidently into the future.

We must acknowledge the fact that the challenges
we are facing today were not foreseeable when the
founding fathers agreed on the terms which guide the
work of this Organization. At the same time, we must
always recognize the Charter of the United Nations as
the unique achievement that it is and examine our
current ways of applying this great tool that was passed
down to us. It is therefore our obligation to conduct an
in-depth and sober analysis of these new challenges in
order to make an informed decision about how best to
address them within the framework of the United
Nations system. Changes and creative approaches will
be needed.

We therefore very much look forward to
receiving and considering the report of the High-level
Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change established
by the Secretary-General. But however insightful their
findings and however visionary their recommendations
may be — and we have high hopes that they will be —
the necessary decisions to expand the existing
multilateral architecture will have to be made by us,
the States gathered in this Assembly on the threshold
of the sixtieth anniversary of the United Nations. Not
in 10 years. Now. The time is right.

In a globalized world, collective action is the
necessary response to a great number of challenges.
Effective measures in numerous areas — the

environment, HIV/AIDS, poverty-reduction, the fight
against terrorism, to name but a few — can only be
taken on the basis of genuine and efficient global
cooperation. Such cooperation can only be successful
if it is based on a set of transparent and clear rules
applied in the same manner to everybody who
participates in it. International law is clearly the
primary instrument in this respect. However, we have
witnessed contradictory tendencies in the area of
international law, especially in the recent past.

On the positive side, there have been landmark
achievements, most notably the establishment of the
International Criminal Court. For the first time in the
history of mankind, there is an independent Court,
based on a Statute negotiated by the international
community at a diplomatic conference, that has the
competence to try individuals responsible for the worst
crimes when States themselves fail to do so. We are
sadly reminded every day how much such an
institution is needed. On the negative side, we have
observed a dangerous erosion in the application of
long-standing international law standards, most notably
in the field of international human rights and
international humanitarian law. The stage we have
reached is critical and there can be only one response:
We must urgently reverse this trend and uphold the
primacy of the rule of law, both nationally and
internationally.

We firmly believe that the rule of law is an
indispensable element of sound domestic policies —
often referred to as good governance — and an
indispensable part of sustainable development
worldwide. International organizations, including the
United Nations, are called upon to continue their
efforts to assist States in establishing and applying the
rule of law. We strongly support the efforts made over
the past year to strengthen the role of the United
Nations in that respect.

The rule of law at the domestic level must be
complemented at the international level through full
and unconditional respect for internationally
recognized standards and transparent and fair rules in
international decision-making. We have been very slow
in dealing with the changes in the world and its
consequences, most notably with regard to non-State
actors who fall outside the framework of international
law as we have known it in the past. We must ensure
that all those individuals and groups that play a
significant role in the international arena are not
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allowed to move in a legal vacuum and we must clarify
which rules apply to them. That, however, we can do
credibly and thus effectively only if we, the
Governments representing States, continue to respect
the standards we have created for ourselves.

The one body that is particularly called upon in
that respect is the Security Council — to many, the
epitome of the United Nations as a whole. The Council
must meticulously observe the mandate given to it
under the Charter and ensure transparency and clarity
in its decision-making. That is of special importance
where the Council’s decisions directly affect the rights
and obligations of individuals who are not entitled to
individual legal remedies — a situation which can be
difficult to reconcile with the rule of law.

A strong momentum is gathering for reform of
the Security Council after more than 10 years of
deliberations on that very complex topic. In light of the
challenges before the Council and the open questions
concerning its role, in particular with regard to
increasing legislative activities, successful reform must
address all aspects. Enlargement to make that body
more modern and representative is one such aspect. We
believe that it is not sound for a universal Organization
to have its major decisions in a truly vital area taken by
only a handful of States.

Furthermore, the working methods of the
Council, its accountability to the membership as a
whole and its mandate must also be addressed.
Liechtenstein, and its delegation in New York in
particular, will continue to stand ready to make their
contribution to that end.

In accordance with the Charter, the Council acts
on behalf of the entire membership in carrying out its
duties, and its decisions are binding on all Member
States. All States should therefore take a strong interest
in its work and make use of their opportunities to
interact with and express their views to the Council,
whether they are members or not. More openness and
inclusiveness in the Security Council are still both
desirable and feasible. The question remains, however:
Is the Security Council too powerful or do we simply
lack the necessary system of checks and balances? We
support a dynamic and strong Security Council and
therefore tend to the latter view, with a clear focus on
an enhanced role for the General Assembly, the only
universal organ of the United Nations. The measures
on revitalization upon which we were able to agree

during the last session show us how far we still have to
go. It must be our goal to make this Assembly an
efficient and effective body that can act and react
quickly and with resolve.

We are still very far away from that goal. The
momentum gathered over the past year must be
translated into further, bold measures and trigger a
process that is not reversible. This is no time for
complacency and no time for indifference. This
Assembly has historical tasks before it. We must leave
lethargy and short-term national interests behind in the
interest of the greater good. Secretary-General Kofi
Annan put it very aptly in his speech this past Tuesday:
If we cannot reach agreement on the way forward,
history will make the decisions for us. We must set a
vision for the future and live up to our responsibility.
We owe this to all future generations and to ourselves.

The President (spoke in French): I now call on
His Excellency The Honourable Julian Robert Hunte,
Minister for Foreign Affairs, International Trade and
Civil Aviation of Saint Lucia and former President of
the General Assembly.

Mr. Hunte (Saint Lucia): Saint Lucia supported
your unanimous election as President of the General
Assembly at its fifty-ninth session, Sir, as it shares the
view of Member States that you will provide important
leadership to this General Assembly. I extend sincere
congratulations to you and to the Government and
people of your country, Gabon, on behalf of the
delegation of Saint Lucia, and on my own behalf, and
pledge to work cooperatively with you in our common
endeavour.

There is a personal note to my pledge of support
and cooperation. Just one year ago, this Assembly
honoured my country and me by entrusting the
leadership of the fifty-eighth session of this body to
me. I am fully aware, therefore, of the tremendous
responsibility that falls to you as President, and OF the
demands and pressures of leadership of this, the United
Nations sole universal organ. In a relay of leadership
that began some 59 years ago, I have passed the baton
to you, assured that this will be a productive and
successful fifty-ninth session.

My year as President of the General Assembly
gave me a keener appreciation of the myriad tasks
which the Secretary-General performs in the service of,
and to inspire confidence in, the United Nations. The
Government and people of Saint Lucia support him in
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his continuing contribution to our efforts to address the
critical issues facing our Organization and our world.

The picture of our twenty-first century world is
far different from that envisaged in the United Nations
Charter. Instead of a world of peace, security and
economic and social progress, in which human rights,
fundamental freedoms and international law are fully
respected, today our world is buffeted by poverty;
hunger; the spread of endemic disease, including HIV/
AIDS; conflicts; war; terrorism, and other grave
problems.

This is so despite the combined effort of the
United Nations system and the enormous potential of
the Organization to live up to the ideals, principles and
purposes of the Charter.

The United Nations is passing through a period of
intense questioning and doubts as to its capacity and
relevance. It is the view of my Government that many
of the doubts and questions stem from the continuing
challenge posed to the Organization to transform the
ideals of the Charter into action. Those questions and
doubts have been intensified by the concern that some
of the Organization’s most influential and powerful
Member States might turn away from
multilateralism — the very foundation of the United
Nations — and follow the path of unilateral action.

We can and we must, stop our unique and
indispensable Organization from being battered by the
tides of these turbulent times. We must better enable it
to address the myriad problems with which peoples and
nations are grappling. And we must reaffirm its status
as the world’s foremost multilateral organization. But
we can only do so through our full commitment and
resolve to ensure that the Organization and its Member
States live up to the ideals of the Charter.

We know that the Charter charges the United
Nations to achieve the solution of economic problems
cooperatively. That puts the Organization on the front
line of what, for many States, particularly those in the
developing world, appears to be a very long road to
sustainable development. Nowadays, it is a road
constructed primarily around globalization and trade
liberalization, which have mostly delivered on their
promises of economic advancement to developed
countries, but have yet to deliver on those promises to
many others, mostly developing countries.

It cannot be disputed that current inconsistencies
and inequities in the global trading system are
widening the gap between rich and poor, haves and
have-nots. It is not surprising, therefore, that
developing countries, particularly in the framework of
the World Trade Organization (WTO), are asserting
that globalization and trade liberalization should not
undercut their sustainable development prospects, and
that there ought to be a fair and equitable global
trading system.

Agricultural subsidies, market access, non-tariff
barriers to trade, low or falling commodity prices and
special and differential treatment — all those issues
beg for constructive dialogue and decisive action,
particularly in the interest of the developing world.
Specific mandates for trade and development issues
may reside in other organizations, including the WTO,
the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund.
But the United Nations has a leading role to play in
bringing coherence — here I underscore the word
coherence — to debate and policy-setting on those
issues, in line with its Charter mandates. Its efforts in
that area have the full support of my Government.

The spate of deadly hurricanes that continue to
traverse the Caribbean region, have brought sharply
into focus the issues on which small island developing
States (SIDS), including Saint Lucia, have urged the
United Nations and the international community to act.
We have reiterated, for example, that SIDS are
vulnerable and that special and differential treatment,
fair prices for commodities and development financing
are essential to their sustainable development.

In just a few short weeks, hurricanes have
brought death and destruction throughout the
Caribbean region, and, indeed, also to the Bahamas and
the United States. There was tragic loss of life in our
sister Caribbean countries and territories — 37 in
Grenada, 20 in Jamaica; and even now, Haiti is still
counting the cost in lives lost. Property and
infrastructural damage was immense, particularly in
Grenada. Hurricane “Ivan the terrible” destroyed 90
per cent of that country’s physical infrastructure. I say
to this Assembly that when a small island developing
State loses 90 per cent of its physical infrastructure in
the space of a few hours, the challenge to that country
is formidable.

For Grenada, it is like starting over. Grenada
must rebuild its infrastructure, economy,
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communications systems, hospitals and schools,
everything from the ground up to restore the quality of
life for its people. But how, and with what resources
will it rebuild? The member States of the Caribbean
Community (CARICOM) have made a commitment to
Grenada, but can only assist to the extent that their
means allow. Given their own resource constraints,
how far can that assistance be expected to go? The
Government and people of Grenada and of CARICOM
are highly appreciative of the condolences expressed in
this Hall, and for offers of assistance. But Grenada
needs much more. The Government of Saint Lucia
calls upon the international community to make a
commitment, as a matter of urgency, to the
reconstruction of Grenada. We urge the convening, at
an early date, of an international donor conference for
the purpose of mobilizing the resources required for
the reconstruction effort.

In keeping with the international commitment to
promote the sustainable development of SIDS, Saint
Lucia calls upon the development partners and the
international donor community to work together with
SIDS to address their vulnerability and other critical
issues frontally. The International Meeting for the 10-
Year Review of the Barbados Programme of Action for
the Sustainable Development of Small Island
Developing States, to be convened in Mauritius in
January 2005, gives everyone yet another opportunity
to do so. Saint Lucia urges all States, developed and
developing, and particularly partners and donors, to be
represented at the International Meeting at the highest
level. In particular, we urge that commitments to
provide resources for the implementation of the
Barbados Programme of Action, are kept.

Indeed, this fifty-ninth session of the General
Assembly will be a pivotal one in respect of
commitments made internationally, including those
made in the critical area of HIV/AIDS. The session is
also crucial to positioning us for the 2005
comprehensive review of commitments made in
furthering the United Nations development agenda,
including the Millennium Development Goals. Even as
we prepare for the High-level Plenary that will
examine the successes and failures in implementing the
outcomes of more than a decade of United Nations
conferences and summits in the economic and social
fields, the disjuncture between what we have agreed
and what we have done in the interest of the peoples of
the world becomes self-evident.

We must ask ourselves why it is that we continue
to fail the poor, the hungry, the sick and the
disenfranchised among us, despite the numerous
specialized, high-level meetings we have convened to
address their condition? And why is it that we appear
incapable of meaningful action beyond the boundaries
of those meetings? If we cannot bring relief to the vast
numbers of marginalized and disadvantaged among us,
if we cannot advance growth and development,
particularly for developing countries, we can rest
assured that we will lose, or continue to lose, the
confidence of the people of the world. There is
therefore one message we must take into the 2005
high-level event: agreement on outcomes is
meaningless if it is not followed by practical and
effective implementation. We must act to implement
and we must act now.

It is asserted that peace and security are not
possible without development and that development is
not possible without peace and security. Saint Lucia
agrees with this point; both are central to the purposes
and principles of the Charter. We must, however,
remain vigilant that our development agenda is not
eclipsed by a single-minded focus on conflict and war,
which continue to cast a giant and deadly shadow over
our world.

The function given to the United Nations — and
particularly to the Security Council — for the
maintenance of international peace and security is an
exceptional one. How effectively the Organization
carries out that function is an important determinant of
its standing in the eyes of the people who need it most
and of world public opinion. Therefore, we must be
consistent in our global strategy for world peace and
security. Importantly, the United Nations must not be
seen as an Organization so mesmerized by crises that it
is slow to act decisively to address critical issues of life
and death. The action we take, after all, should present
our best hope for a more peaceful and more secure
world.

We know that conflict and war have costs that are
incalculable, particularly in human lives, and can have
no happy ending. Today, Iraq remains an unsettled,
fractured country. The United Nations has a
responsibility to the people of Iraq to work with them
to restore peace, security and prosperity to their
country. In this, the Organization must ultimately take
its lead from the people of Iraq; it is only they who can
devise uniquely Iraqi solutions to Iraqi problems and
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determine the kind of future to which they are
committed.

Regarding another crisis, my Government is
disappointed that the road map to peace in the Middle
East appears to have been put aside, and hopes that
new initiatives will be undertaken urgently towards
settling that long-standing situation, which continues to
cause so much grief.

Every day, news stories and commentaries in the
media remind us of the level of violence and perils in
our world. The complex and uncertain threat of
terrorists and terrorism constitutes a critical factor
contributing to the rising tide of violence, death and
destruction. Recently, terrorism became a reality for
hundreds of victims in the Russian Federation. My
Government extends its sympathy to the Government
of Russia and to all victims of terrorism and their
families worldwide. Even with our best efforts, it is not
always possible to know where or when terrorists will
strike again, nor can we say with any certainty that
current efforts against terrorism have made the world a
less dangerous place.

We can say, however, that the root causes of
terrorism are symptomatic of problems, some
seemingly intractable, around the globe; that terrorism
is global in its impact; and that its solution must be
global. In addressing the problem of terrorism, we
must also look to dealing with the hunger, poverty and
inequities spoken of by President Lula da Silva of
Brazil and many other concerned leaders, which are
giving rise to the hopelessness and despair being
experienced by millions and millions of people all over
the world. Greater efforts must be made to resolve
those critical problems.

As we survey the enormity of the challenges the
United Nations and the global community face today,
we must ask ourselves: Is our 59-year old Organization
equipped to confront those challenges? There is a
current of reform within the Organization. A series of
progressive steps were taken during the fifty-eighth
session, in particular, to advance revitalization of this
Assembly. However, the Assembly still has to
demonstrate its ability to reconcile the interests of its
member States and to take action to implement the hard
choices which revitalization of this important universal
forum requires. We must ensure that the gains made are
not reversed.

During the fifty-eighth session, the debate was
also opened on Security Council reform, and some
progress was made to lift this matter out of its
moribund state. The Security Council must indeed be
reformed, so that its actions can carry more weight and
acceptance internationally. The Council must be
expanded to make it more representative of the
generality of the membership, and a way must be found
to address the serious concerns surrounding the veto
privilege. Recent reform initiatives should impact
processes under way and practical recommendations
aimed at ensuring that the Security Council is adequate
to its mandates, including those that might be taken up
at the 2005 high-level plenary meeting.

Since the establishment of the United Nations,
non-governmental organizations and civil society have
worked constructively with this Organization to
address pressing global problems. We now have a
report on how the relationship might be made more
beneficial. It is our hope that the Assembly will
carefully consider this matter, as the support of non-
governmental organizations and civil society is too
important to be taken for granted.

The Government and people of Saint Lucia
believe that confidence in the United Nations is being
restored. We believe that the world’s people expect the
Organization to take a leading role in resolving their
most pressing problems. We believe that the United
Nations can be many things to many people. The
Organization has been sorely challenged in recent
years, but has shown resolve in rising to the challenge.
With an abundance of political will, the principles and
purposes of the United Nations Charter can triumph.
The Government and people of Saint Lucia are inspired
by that prospect.

The President (spoke in French): I now call on
His Excellency Mr. Kassymzhomart Tokaev, Minister
for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Kazakhstan.

Mr. Tokaev (Kazakhstan): First of all, Sir, let me
add my voice to the congratulations on your election to
the high office of President of the General Assembly at
its fifty-ninth session and express confidence that,
under your leadership, it will be successful and fruitful.

I would like to begin by supporting the statement
of Secretary-General Kofi Annan concerning the
crucial importance of fostering the rule of law, both at
home and in the framework of international relations,
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for the solution of the topical issues of the modern
world.

Today, the whole system of international relations
is under vicious attack. We are witnessing the growing
reach and brutality of international terrorism and
organized crime, the alarming degradation of our
environment and the spread of poverty, misery and
disease.

Every year, we keep repeating that the challenges
and threats to humanity have become global and that
the international community should make joint efforts
to address these challenges effectively and with
determination. But, with our words still resonating in
the air, these problems continue to place a heavy
burden on human beings.

For years, the international community has been
ignoring the most burning problems of social and
economic development and has failed to address
poverty, misery, illiteracy and various forms of
discrimination. As a result, we are faced with an
unprecedented threat of international terrorism, which
undermines the pillars of the world economy and
security. Nevertheless, we have not yet done anything
meaningful to get a detailed analysis of the ideology
behind international terrorism, its institutional base and
its sources of financing. In other words, the central
nature of international terrorism remains terra
incognita for all of us; we are familiar only with its
ugly manifestations.

Recent alarming developments in the world,
especially the massacre in Beslan, have again
highlighted the urgent need to reform the United
Nations. We cannot meet new challenges and address
today’s acute problems if we continue to rely on old
approaches. The central issue of international security
is turning the United Nations into an effective tool
designed to strengthen regional and global security
systems, the regime of non-proliferation of weapons of
mass destruction and management of globalization
processes.

As a matter of principle, we consider it important
to ensure balance in the functioning of the General
Assembly, the Security Council and the Economic and
Social Council, as envisioned in the Charter of this
Organization. We insist on the need to strengthen the
role of the General Assembly in the settlement of the
most important issues facing humanity today. In our
view, the international community’s efforts to combat

terrorism and to settle armed conflicts can be more
effective only on the basis of such an approach.

Kazakhstan has supported the Secretary-
General’s decision to establish a high-level panel on
United Nations reform. We believe that this panel, with
its broad mandate and wide-ranging powers, should
arrive at an acceptable solution to this present crucial
issue. Kazakhstan holds the view that, in its current
form, the Security Council no longer reflects the
realities of our world. I share the opinion of the Prime
Minister of Japan, Mr. Junichiro Koizumi, that the
“enemy State” clauses in the United Nations Charter
are obsolete. The Security Council should be
revitalized by the addition of new permanent and non-
permanent members. Asia, Africa and Latin America
should have a wider representation in the Security
Council and should be directly involved in the search
for solutions to the important problems facing the
international community.

Kazakhstan calls for the establishment of a
council of regional organizations under the auspices of
the United Nations Secretary-General. Close attention
should be paid to the proposal to establish an economic
and social security council. We believe that these
proposals reflect the need to strengthen global
multilateral cooperation.

Our country continues to believe that the United
Nations is the only genuinely universal international
organization responsible for the issues of war and
peace, acting as a guarantor of international law.

It is encouraging that the reform of the United
Nations Security Council Counter-Terrorism
Committee is gaining momentum. With the current
escalation of international terrorism, the role of this
Committee should become more important; otherwise,
global counter-terrorism efforts to address new
challenges and threats will not be so effective, and this
runs counter to the wishes of the peoples of the world.

Mr. Belkhadem (Algeria),Vice-President, took the
Chair.

Our country supports the United Nations
peacekeeping effort and the continued strengthening of
its capacity in this area. With escalating humanitarian
crises and armed conflicts, as effectively demonstrated
by the developments in Darfur, the United Nations
should pay special attention to the possibility of
broader participation by authoritative regional and
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subregional organizations in peacekeeping operations,
which would allow a more effective and timely
response to emerging threats.

Yet, one key issue is the prevention of conflicts
and crises. For this reason, Kazakhstan is a firm
supporter of preventive diplomacy and continues to
believe that the establishment of a Central Asian
preventive diplomacy centre is a timely initiative.

In our view, there is an urgent need to coordinate
the efforts of the entire international community in the
area of disarmament and arms control. We call for an
early entry into force of the Comprehensive Nuclear-
Test-Ban Treaty and urge the Governments of those
States that have not yet ratified this instrument to
display political will and genuine commitment to
nuclear disarmament.

As one of the few States that have voluntarily
given up their nuclear weapons, Kazakhstan is
concerned by the current status of the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty. This important treaty has been
seriously eroded because of destructive actions on the
part of a number of known States. We should recognize
that the non-proliferation regime faces a formidable
threat, and there is a real possibility of an uncontrolled
spread of weapons of mass destruction and, most
important, of terrorists getting hold of them. In view of
this, we consider the establishment of a nuclear-
weapon-free zone in Central Asia to be a very
important and timely proposal.

We believe that the negotiation process within the
Conference on Disarmament in Geneva should be
reactivated. In our view, the potential of this important
forum is far from being tapped to its full extent.

The Government of Kazakhstan attaches great
importance to the consistent implementation of the
Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat and
Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light
Weapons, as discussed at a regional conference in
Almaty in March of 2004.

For us, it is very important that the Iraqi issue is
again in the political realm of the United Nations.
Emphasizing the need to ensure the independence,
sovereignty and territorial integrity of Iraq, Kazakhstan
welcomes the transfer of authority and responsibility
for the administration of the country to the Interim
Government of Iraq and calls on the Iraqi people to

come together in the name of national unity and
conciliation.

The participation of a unit of the armed forces of
Kazakhstan in the multinational force in Iraq is a
demonstration of our country’s commitment to the
implementation of its obligations towards the
maintenance of international peace and security.

Continued instability in the Middle East is a
matter of grave concern to Kazakhstan. From our point
of view, the resumption and advancement of the peace
process, on all tracks, and the implementation by all
parties to the conflict in the Middle East of their
commitments, as reflected in the road map and relevant
Security Council resolutions, should remain the main
goal of all those concerned.

Kazakhstan supports the efforts of the current
Government in Afghanistan to consolidate peace and
security in the country and address social, economic
and humanitarian issues. We expect that the
international community, starting with all the
developed countries, will live up to their commitments
with regard to the rehabilitation of Afghanistan. As for
our country, we are ready to contribute to the process,
within our means.

We believe that the well-being of the Central
Asian region is largely dependent on the normalization
of the situation in Afghanistan. We have every reason
to be concerned by such problems as the increasing
spread of drugs, illegal migration and surging religious
extremism. Together with poverty, ecological
degradation and the lack of water resources, these
phenomena provide a breeding ground for international
terrorism, which is gaining force in our region.

In view of that, Kazakhstan supports the activities
of the United Nations Office on Drug and Crime in
Central Asia, particularly the adoption of a regional
plan of action to control the illicit spread of drugs in
the States neighbouring Afghanistan and the
establishment of a security belt around that country.
We believe that the deployment in Afghanistan —
under the auspices of NATO — of the International
Security Assistance Force is an important factor in the
restoration of peace and security in the country.

Kazakhstan’s initiative regarding the Conference
on Interaction and Confidence-Building Measures in
Asia (CICA) — already a fact of international life — is
an effective tool designed to strengthen confidence and
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security in Asia. The first CICA summit, held in June
of 2002, became a milestone in that process and paved
the way for practical efforts to institutionalize the
Conference.

The draft catalogue of confidence-building
measures and the draft rules of procedure have already
been agreed and are expected to be adopted at a
ministerial meeting of the CICA countries, scheduled
to be held in October 2004 in Almaty. The adoption of
the catalogue will create a unique document
encompassing a range of measures in the military,
political, economic, cultural and environmental areas
designed to strengthen security and confidence in Asia.

As a newly independent State, Kazakhstan wants
to contribute to global harmony and stability. The fact
that our multi-ethnic State enjoys a large degree of
inter-confessional and inter-ethnic accord says a lot;
first of all, it is a confirmation that Kazakhstan has
become an integral part of the civilized community. We
categorically reject the concept of the clash of
civilizations and consider it to be counterproductive
and harmful, because it serves as a justification for
international conflicts and the barbaric actions of
international terrorists.

Kazakhstan firmly believes that dialogue and
harmony among civilizations are not only possible but
also necessary. For that reason, our head of State
initiated a congress of world religions, held in Astana
in September of 2003. The success of that forum has
strengthened our conviction that it is absolutely
essential to establish a dialogue and ensure peaceful
coexistence between religions and civilizations, in the
interests of peace and global security.

Kazakhstan reaffirms its strong commitment to
integration and multilateral cooperation at the regional
level. This approach, which promotes the sustainable
social and economic development of Kazakhstan, is
fully within our long-term interests. Such institutions
as the Shanghai Cooperation Organization, the
Eurasian Economic Community, the Organization of
Central Asian Cooperation and the Economic
Cooperation Organization play an ever-increasing role
in the efforts to strengthen security, develop economic
cooperation and create conditions for the prosperity of
our large region.

We have great expectations regarding integration
within the framework of the single economic space
made up of the territories of Belarus, Kazakhstan,

Russia and Ukraine. Our country also supports the
strengthening of the capacity of the Commonwealth of
Independent States (CIS) as a major and influential
international organization. Recently, President
Nursultan Nazarbaev has made concrete proposals
concerning the reform of the Commonwealth.

Kazakhstan reaffirms its commitment to the
implementation of its obligations towards the
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe
and hopes that the upcoming ministerial meeting in
Sofia will develop new approaches to the reform of
that organization in order to adapt it to new challenges
emerging from our region. We also commend the
results of the cooperation with NATO within the
framework of its Partnership for Peace programme and
consider the possibility of increasing the level of our
cooperation with that alliance.

Kazakhstan continues to pay priority attention to
the development of its cooperation with Russia, the
United States, China, the countries of Central Asia, the
European Union and the Asian and Islamic countries.
We are now in a position to claim considerable
progress in that area, which has allowed us to create
favourable external conditions for liberal reforms in
the country. Having been given the status of a market
economy and enjoying a high rating in the financial
community, Kazakhstan has been recognized by the
international community as a leader among the post-
Soviet States in practically all economic indicators,
including direct foreign investments.

We welcome the start of a direct dialogue
between the Central Asian States and Japan and
consider that form of cooperation to be very
meaningful and promising. We also attach great
importance to the partnership between our region and
the United States in order to create a zone of free trade.

The Almaty Programme of Action, adopted by
the International Ministerial Conference of Landlocked
and Transit Developing Countries and Donor Countries
and International Financial and Development
Institutions on Transit Transport Cooperation, held in
August of 2003 in my country, has provided to the
landlocked Central Asian States an important tool for
the solution of their trade and transit problems. We
hope that the needs of inland States will be duly taken
into account in trade negotiations in order to provide
appropriate privileges and preferences to that group of
countries.
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It is a well-established fact that the transportation
policies of many countries, including Kazakhstan, are
closely linked to the delivery of hydrocarbons to world
markets. As a country with the potential to become a
major world exporter of oil and gas, Kazakhstan
attaches great importance to the determination of the
legal status of the Caspian Sea and to the signing of a
convention on that issue. An agreement by the littoral
States on the use of the Caspian Sea exclusively for
peaceful purposes has become an important
accomplishment in the negotiation process. Kazakhstan
holds the view that it is necessary to continue intensive
efforts in a five-party format, gradually overcoming
existing differences in the search for solutions that
would agree with the fundamental principles of
international law and promote the final determination
of the legal status of the Caspian Sea.

Kazakhstan is gravely concerned by the fate of
another sea — the Aral Sea. The continued degradation
of the environment of the region seriously affects the
health and livelihood of the population. The situation
in the Aral Sea region has acquired global dimensions;
the salt from its seabed has long been present in the air
in Europe and Asia, and even over the North Pole. Yet
the international community, unfortunately, is not fully
aware of the grave ramifications of this environmental
disaster. Technical assistance and financial aid to the
population of that long-suffering region have been
sporadic. We believe that a special General Assembly
resolution on the Aral Sea has long been overdue.

We also urge the international community to
reactivate fruitful cooperation in the solution of social
and economic problems facing the population around
the former Semipalatinsk nuclear testing ground. The
people of the region were the unwitting victims of
some 500 nuclear-weapons tests conducted in the heat
of the global arms race. We are grateful to the
Governments of Japan, the United States and other
donor States for the due attention being paid by them
to this screaming problem, yet we believe that, in this
particular case, multilateral cooperation would have
been more effective. The framework for such
cooperation is already in place in the form of a relevant
General Assembly resolution, whose potential has not
been used to the full.

In conclusion, I would like to emphasize that
Kazakhstan will continue to exert every effort to
strengthen global and regional stability, fight terrorism
and meet other challenges that we face today.

The Acting President (spoke in Arabic): I now
call on His Excellency Mr. Felipe Pérez Roque,
Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Cuba.

Mr. Pérez Roque (Cuba) (spoke in Spanish):
Every year at the United Nations, we go through the
same ritual. We attend the general debate knowing
beforehand that the clamour for justice and peace by
our underdeveloped countries will be ignored once
again. However, we persist. We know that we are right.
We know that one day we will accomplish social
justice and development. We also know that such assets
will not be given away to us. We know that the peoples
will have to seize them from those who deny us justice
today, because they underpin their wealth and
arrogance with disdain for our grief. It will not be
always like that, however. We say so today with more
conviction than ever before.

Having said this, and knowing as we do that some
powerful ones — just a few — present here will be
chagrined, and also knowing that they are shared by
many, Cuba will now tell some truths.

First, after the aggression on Iraq, there is no
United Nations, understood as a useful and diverse
forum based on respect for the rights of all and with
guarantees for the small States. It is experiencing the
worst moment of its nearly 60 years. It languishes, it
gasps for air, it keeps up appearances, but it does not
work. Who handcuffed the United Nations, named by
President Roosevelt? President Bush.

Second, United States troops will have to be
withdrawn from Iraq. Now that the lives of over 1,000
American youths have been uselessly sacrificed to
serve the spurious interests of a clique of cronies and
buddies, and following the deaths of more than 12,000
Iraqis, it is clear that the only way out for the occupier
faced with a people in revolt is to recognize the
impossibility of subduing them and to withdraw. In
spite of the imperial monopoly over information,
peoples always get to the truth. Someday, those
responsible and their accomplices will have to deal
with the consequences of their actions in the face of
history and their own peoples.

Third, for the time being, there will be no valid,
real and useful reform of the United Nations. It would
take the super-Power, which inherited the immense
prerogative of governing an order conceived for a
bipolar world, to relinquish its privileges. And it will
not do so.
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As of now, we know that the anachronistic
privilege of the veto will remain; that the Security
Council will not be democratized as it should be or
expanded to include third world countries; that the
General Assembly will continue to stand ignored; and
that, at the United Nations, there will be more actions
driven by the interests imposed by the super-Power and
its allies. We, as non-aligned countries, will have to
entrench ourselves in defending the United Nations
Charter, because if we do not it will be redrafted with
the deletion of every trace of such principles as the
sovereign equality of States, non-intervention and the
non-use or the threat of use of force.

Fourth, the powerful collude to divide us. The
130-plus underdeveloped countries must build a
common front for the defence of the sacred interests of
our peoples and of our right to development and peace.
Let us revitalize the Non-Aligned Movement. Let us
strengthen the Group of 77.

Fifth, the modest objectives of the Millennium
Declaration will not be accomplished. We will reach
the fifth anniversary of the Summit in a situation that
has worsened. We sought to halve by 2015 the 1.276
billion human beings in abject poverty that existed in
1990. There would have to be a yearly reduction of
more than 46 million poor people. However, excluding
China, between 1990 and 2000, extreme poverty rose
by 28 million people. Poverty does not decline, it
grows.

We wanted to reduce by half by 2015 the 842
million hungry people in the world. There would have
had to be a yearly reduction of 28 million. However,
there has been a reduction of barely 2.1 million hungry
people per year. At this rate, the goal will be attained
by 2215, two hundred years after what was envisaged,
and only if our species survives the destruction of its
environment.

We proclaimed the aspiration to achieve universal
primary education by 2015. However, more than 120
million children — or 1 in every 5 children of school
age — do not attend primary school. According to the
United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), at the
current rate, the goal will be achieved after 2100.

We also proposed to reduce by two thirds the
mortality rate in children under the age of five. The
reduction has been symbolic: whereas 86 children died
per 1,000 live births in 1998, the figure is now 82.
Every year, 11 million children continue to die of

diseases that can be prevented or cured, and their
parents rightfully wonder what our meetings are for.

We said that we would pay attention to Africa’s
special needs. However, very little has been done.
African nations do not need foreign advice or models,
but rather financial resources and access to markets
and technologies. Assisting Africa would not be an act
of charity, but an act of justice, a settling of the historic
debt resulting from centuries of exploitation and
pillage.

We committed ourselves to halting and starting to
reverse the AIDS epidemic by 2015. However, in 2003,
it claimed nearly 3 million lives. At this rate, some 36
million people will have died of this disease by 2015.

Sixth, creditor countries and the international
financial agencies will not seek a just and lasting
solution to foreign debt. They prefer to keep us in
debt — in other words, vulnerable. Therefore, even
though we have paid off $4.1 trillion in debt servicing
over the last 13 years, our debt has increased from $1.4
trillion to $2.6 trillion. This means that we have paid
three times what we owed and now our debt is twice as
large.

Seventh, we, the underdeveloped countries, are
the ones that finance the wastefulness and the opulence
of developed countries. While in 2003 they gave us
$68.4 billion in official development assistance (ODA),
we delivered $436 billion to them as payment for the
foreign debt. Who is helping whom?

Eighth, the fight against terrorism can only be
won through cooperation among all nations, with
respect for international law, and not through massive
bombings or pre-emptive wars against dark corners of
the world. We must put an end to hypocrisy and double
standards. Sheltering three Cuban-born terrorists in the
United States is an act complicit with terrorism.
Punishing five young Cuban antiterrorists, together
with their families, is a crime.

Ninth, general and complete disarmament,
including nuclear disarmament, is impossible today. It
is the responsibility of a group of developed countries
that are the ones that sell and buy the most weapons.
However, we must continue to strive for this goal. We
must demand that the over $900 billion set aside every
year for military expenditures be used for
development.
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Tenth, the financial resources to guarantee the
sustainable development of all peoples on the planet
are available, but what is lacking is the political will of
those who rule the world. A development tax of merely
0.1 per cent on international financial transactions
would generate resources amounting to almost $400
billion a year. The cancellation of the foreign debt
incurred by underdeveloped countries would allow
them to have no less than $436 billion a year available
for their development, money which is currently used
to pay off the constantly-rising debt. If developed
countries complied with their commitment to set aside
0.7 per cent of their gross national product as ODA,
and not 0.2 per cent as they currently do, their
contribution would increase from the current $68.4
billion to $160 billion a year.

Lastly, I want to clearly express Cuba’s profound
conviction that the 6.4 billion human beings on this
planet — who have equal rights according to the
United Nations Charter — urgently require a new order
in which the world is not in suspense, as is the case
now, awaiting the outcome of the elections in a new
Rome, in which only half the voters will participate
and nearly $1.5 billion will be spent.

There is no discouragement in our words; I must
make that clear. We are optimistic, because we are
revolutionaries. We have faith in the struggle of the
peoples, and we are sure that we will achieve a new
world order based on respect for the rights of all — an
order based on solidarity, justice and peace, resulting
from the best of universal culture, not from mediocrity
or brute force.

With regard to Cuba — and neither blockades,
threats, hurricanes, droughts, nor human or natural
force can divert it from its course — I shall say
nothing. On 28 October, for the thirteenth time, the
General Assembly will discuss and vote on a draft
resolution on the blockade against the Cuban people.
Once again, morality and principles will defeat
arrogance and force.

I conclude by recalling the words spoken here 25
years ago by President Fidel Castro:

“The clashing of weapons, the threatening
language and the overbearing behaviour in the
international arena must cease. Enough of the
illusion that the problems of the world can be
solved by nuclear weapons. Bombs may kill the
hungry, the sick and the ignorant; but bombs

cannot kill hunger, disease and ignorance. Nor
can bombs kill the righteous rebellion of the
peoples.” (A/34/PV.31, para. 146)

The Acting President (spoke in Arabic): I now
call on His Excellency Mr. Luis Ernesto Derbez,
Minister for Foreign Affairs of the United Mexican
States.

Mr. Derbez (Mexico) (spoke in Spanish): The
session of the General Assembly over which you will
preside, Sir, will be one of the most important in the
history of the United Nations. It will be a session
characterized by the necessary renewal of the United
Nations. The year 2005 will be decisive for the future
of multilateralism and of our global Organization.

The debate on Iraq and the spreading wave of
international terrorism have raised a series of questions
about the future of our collective security system. At
this session, the General Assembly has before it the
task of beginning an unprecedented reflection on the
changes our societies require of multilateral diplomacy.
Our efforts must result in new tools that will enable the
United Nations to find effective solutions to carry out
the lofty mission of tackling anew the tasks of
development, maintaining world peace and security,
promoting human rights and democracy and protecting
the environment — all under the rule of international
law.

As a result of recent debates, some have raised
their voices to assert that the international community
is fractured and even in conflict. It is curious that that
is happening at a time in the life of the world when
threats and challenges are more clearly shared by all
nations. The tasks that should unite us focus on the
fight against abject poverty, international terrorism,
organized crime syndicates, major epidemics, the
proliferation of arsenals of weapons of mass
destruction and the deterioration of the environment. In
order to put an end to those ills, concerted action and
commitment are required from all States. The reason is
obvious: the most complex threats we face do not have
any specific national origin, but they affect us all and
have ultimately worsened the quality of life in the
world and damaged the peace and well-being of our
citizens.

The United Nations was designed to put an end to
the scourge of wars between nations and to promote the
economic and social development of peoples. We face
phenomena of such magnitude and complexity that the
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delegates who attended the San Francisco
Conference — despite their outstanding talent and
vision — could not have anticipated at the time. The
diplomats of our generation have the obligation of
envisioning a second phase, inaugurating a new chapter
of collective action to eradicate these dangerous
modern-day evils.

In Mexico’s view, the goal to which we should
aspire is not to rebuild the Organization from scratch or
to discard the United Nations Charter, with its rich
heritage of agreements and concepts. It would not be
responsible to abandon such essential tools as
legitimate individual or collective self-defence, as set
out in Article 51, and the establishment of a collective
security system. The only viable, rational and
necessary approach is to update the multilateral system
of cooperation and understanding that we have built
together.

It was on the basis of those considerations that
President Vicente Fox of Mexico, when he addressed
the General Assembly last year, made a robust appeal
for comprehensive reform of the United Nations.
Furthermore, in many meetings that he has held since
then with other heads of State or Government, he has
expressed considerable interest in moving forward —
with the urgency that the situation requires — towards
strengthening and revitalizing the United Nations.

That is why we have undertaken an effort of
active coordination aimed at reforming the United
Nations and strengthening multilateralism. Mexico,
together with 14 other countries, has begun an effort of
joint reflection to analyse the various components of
reform and to devise a diplomatic strategy to guide the
steady progress of United Nations reform.

We envision reform with an evolutionary
approach that would enable the United Nations to
tackle the most delicate challenges and threats of each
historical cycle, drawing on the resources and strengths
of all Member States in order to overcome the most
disturbing international phenomena. That exercise
should begin to bear fruit in the next 18 months.

Two thousand and five will be an appropriate
year to promote this ambitious project: there will be a
convergence of events that will enable us to revitalize
multilateral dialogue and interaction. First, in
December 2004, we will receive the report and the
recommendations of the Secretary-General’s High-
level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change, which

will be of valuable assistance in guiding our
deliberations on reform of the system. It will be very
important that we examine those recommendations in
minute detail and that the General Assembly be the
central forum for discussing and adopting the new
mandates and changes that must be implemented in the
Organization. Likewise, next year we will have to
assess the progress made in implementing the
Millennium Declaration and the steps taken to follow
up the Monterrey Consensus on financing for
development.

That series of events in 2005 will give us an up-
to-date view of the state of the multilateral system and
of the issues that reform should address. With that
broad perspective, and so that we can live up to the
commitment and interest of all Member States, we will
need to ensure a balance between the security and
development agendas and their respective institutions
within the system. The General Assembly, the Security
Council and the Economic and Social Council must
work as part of an organic whole, not as entities that
are disconnected and sometimes even at odds in their
tasks, priorities and working methods.

The predominance of the Security Council has
resulted in growing disregard for the work of other
principal organs and has diminished their effectiveness.
This causes certain issues to be marginalized; then,
when they reach crisis level, they become matters for
which the Security Council becomes responsible. We
also must acknowledge that the overall process of
United Nations reform has been dominated — in fact,
paralysed — by the debate on restructuring the
Security Council.

Mexico believes that any Security Council reform
process should be governed by a set of common
objectives and criteria. After more than a decade of
work, we should ask ourselves why Security Council
reform has not succeeded. The debate has focused on
the number of seats, how they should be allocated to
each region and whether or not they should be
permanent seats. Mexico does not share that approach
because, paradoxically, the fundamental question that
has largely been ignored — which came to the fore
during the critical discussion on Iraq — is not how
many members there should be on the Security Council
and how many should be permanent; rather, it is what
kind of collective security system does the
international community need today, and what
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mechanisms should be used to face new challenges
and, above all, to prevent conflicts.

The Security Council must create conditions that
will prevent the emergence of conflicts, particularly
through building and consolidating national institutions
and upholding the rule of law and respect for human
rights. The Council should also enhance its capacity to
consistently identify situations likely to endanger peace
and security. As a logical outcome of such an analysis,
we can then identify the changes needed in the Security
Council.

Mexico acknowledges the contributions of
Member States to the cause of peace, all of them
necessary. Our Organization, based on the legal
equality of States, requires the commitment and
support of all its Members, through their involvement
in decision-making. The creation of new permanent
seats would lead to greater concentration of the
international decision-making process than is now the
case. We cannot ignore the fact that permanent
members of the Council already have more influence
than the rest of the membership. Mexico considers that
this should be restricted and not further increased.

Mexico supports collective decision-making as
the source of the legitimacy and effectiveness of our
actions in favour of peace and security. In that regard,
we favour a regionally equitable and balanced
enlargement of the number of elected members, based
on modalities determined within the regional groups.
That would stimulate wider participation in the
decision-making process and would ensure that more
countries, not fewer, can contribute their views in the
Council.

Thus, Mexico would support an increase in the
number of elected members and an extension of their
term of office, with the option of immediate re-election
for those States that have demonstrated, through their
performance, a strong commitment to the purposes of
the Organization. That would help us to create a
genuine mechanism for accountability, founded on
Article 24 of the Charter.

As part of this integral vision of reform, it is
crucial also to strengthen the role of the Economic and
Social Council, which supports the Security Council
and the General Assembly in the decision-making
process. Conflict prevention depends upon timely
attention to and action on problems that lead to a lack
of access to development. It is undeniable that peace

and security are anchored on the well-being of our
peoples. Therefore, we believe that the Economic and
Social Council should work as a coordinating body to
steer the financing of development and to articulate the
follow-up of commitments stemming from United
Nations summits and conferences on social and
economic development.

It is essential to have a more committed
involvement of the international financial institutions
in the development process. In that regard, the
Economic and Social Council should play a pivotal
role linking the Bretton Woods institutions, the World
Trade Organization (WTO), the private sector and civil
society.

Another issue that is worth our attention in the
reform process is the Commission on Human Rights,
which has essential responsibilities regarding universal
respect for individual rights and fundamental freedoms.
Mexico considers that the work of the Commission is
vital, although its procedural weakness in advancing its
objectives is clear. For this reason, its methods must be
urgently reformulated. Mexico is fostering regional
dialogue on this issue.

The ongoing effort in favour of United Nations
reform requires a vision of collective well-being and
enhanced political understanding, in order to prevent
“threats without a passport” from plunging the world
into a spiral of confrontation, violence and despair.
Here, we should recognize that the United Nations has
already taken some first steps in the right direction,
particularly in the fight against terrorism and the non-
proliferation of weapons of mass destruction. As part
of the reform, it will be necessary to carry these actions
further.

In this context, Mexico is ready to continue
working with the institutional structures of the
Organization, particularly the Counter-Terrorism
Committee and the non-proliferation machinery. We
will continue to promote the protection of human rights
and fundamental freedoms in the fight against
terrorism as the only way to guarantee the legitimacy
and efficacy of that fight. My country will also follow
closely the cooperation initiatives and regimes geared
to control the export of nuclear materials; and we will
stress the need to strengthen efforts in the urgent cause
of disarmament.

Other positive steps have been taken in recent
years to confront the grave challenges resulting from
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humanitarian crises and genocide. In this context,
Mexico concurs with the concept of the responsibility
to protect, in the sense that sovereignty entails a State’s
obligation towards its population, and that, when it
fails to fulfil it, the international community has the
duty to collectively assist in the protection of
individuals from serious human rights violations. In the
light of recent regrettable humanitarian tragedies, it is
of the utmost importance for the General Assembly to
discuss this concept thoroughly, in order to elaborate
guidelines for its practical application within the
Organization.

Bearing in mind the scope of the reform
challenge facing us, Mexico would favour the
convening of a general conference with the aim of
updating and strengthening our Organization. In
contrast to the consideration that has been given to
other issues of international relevance, such as trade,
population and the environment, we have not held any
open-ended rounds of negotiations in the last six
decades on issues pertaining to international politics
and the progressive development of diplomacy. The
changes that have taken place in the world in that
period demand a comprehensive exercise that should
encompass the renewal of our commitments, review of
collective security structures and their performance,
above all, promotion of economic development.

Throughout President Fox’s administration,
Mexico has clearly shown its commitment to the
strengthening of multilateralism. We have done so as
an elected member of the Security Council, as a
promoter of international conventions on topics such as
corruption, persons with disabilities and migrants, by
furthering initiatives to foster the equitable and
sustainable development of global areas and by hosting
high-level conferences such as the Monterrey
Conference on Financing for Development and the
Summit of the Americas.

Furthermore, as an unequivocal sign of our
interest, our concerns and our commitment, Mexico is
decisively promoting the revitalization of the
multilateral system through the Group of Friends for
the Reform of the United Nations.

It is in that constructive spirit that Mexico is
taking part in this session of the General Assembly. We
are certain that under your able leadership,
Mr. President, this session will be remembered as the

catalyst for one of the most important and dominant
chapters in the life of our Organization.

The Acting President (spoke in Arabic): I now
call on His Excellency Abubakr Al-Qirbi, Minister for
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Yemen.

Mr. Al-Qirbi (Yemen) (spoke in Arabic): It gives
me pleasure to begin my remarks by congratulating
Mr. Ping on the vote of confidence represented by his
election as President of the current session of the
Assembly. Given his wisdom and organizational skills,
I am confident that he will be able to lead our
deliberations successfully. Thus, his positive input will
further enhance the stature and effectiveness of the
United Nations at a time of profound and
unprecedented transformation on the world scene.

I wish also to commend the efforts and wisdom of
his predecessor for his remarkable stewardship.
Furthermore, Mr. Kofi Annan, the Secretary-General,
deserves our gratitude for his persistent efforts to live
up to the demands of his office in the face of complex
and daunting challenges and surprises.

Undoubtedly, the events of the past two years —
specifically from the period prior to and after the
occupation of Iraq — have shown clearly that, in
today’s world, unilateralism in determining
international action inevitably leads to the proliferation
of hotbeds of tension, in addition to jeopardizing
international peace and security. At the same time,
those events have further demonstrated the relevance
of multilateralism in global decision-making through
international institutions, especially this world body.

Given that the United Nations represents a
superior form of multilateralism, because it brings
together Member States to address common concerns
over the maintenance of collective security and to face
universal challenges, it is only logical that we all
should join together to protect it against
marginalization and to safeguard and strengthen its
role. Thus, we should not allow the will of one Power,
or of a certain group of Powers, to direct the actions of
the United Nations system or permit it to be used to
advance their agenda without regard for the wishes and
interests of the rest of the membership.

A case in point, in our view, is the need to
reconsider the decision-making process in the Security
Council, its composition and membership. The realities
of our contemporary world and the imperatives of
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global security, which is indivisible, must be fully
taken into consideration in any review exercise. No
single State or group of States can alone guarantee
global security or assume the responsibility of that
undertaking without active participation by other
States. In addition, decisions that are not in line with
international law, the Charter of the United Nations or
the view of the majority of the membership should be
vehemently opposed.

As this session coincides with the third
anniversary of the 11 September tragedy, once again
the Republic of Yemen reaffirms its commitment to
fight extremism and terrorism within the framework
established and led by the United Nations. Yemen, for
its part, has made great progress in combating
terrorism and terrorists. The most recent achievement
involved defeating a group that had rebelled against the
Constitution and the rule of law in the Sa’dah region in
Yemen. Those rebels had resorted to terrorism in order
to achieve their goals. Their terrorist acts harmed
innocent civilians and disrupted security and stability
in the area.

The Government of Yemen, while fully
responsible for the safety and security of its citizens
and the homeland, remains faithful to its international
commitment to combat terrorism. Our conviction is
that terrorism has no specific identity or particular
religion. The struggle for national liberation or to end
foreign occupation is a legitimate right under the
Charter of the United Nations, international law and
the basic principles of justice and human rights. Such a
struggle can therefore not be treated as terrorism. In
addition, Yemen’s experience in combating terrorism
has taught us that in order effectively to battle
terrorism, all possible resources must be deployed,
including its root causes, dialogue, the promotion of
development and justice, in addition to good security
and intelligence work.

Yemen is a strong believer in the United Nations.
However, we believe that, despite all the efforts made
by the dynamic Secretariat of this great institution, the
gaps between rich and poor countries are widening.
That is partly due to current economic policies that
strengthen the dominance of wealthy nations over poor
countries. Today more than ever we need to examine in
earnest the imbalances in international economic
relations.

The first step we expect in this regard is the
fulfilment by wealthier nations of the pledges and
undertakings announced in their initiatives for
achieving economic balance between the rich and the
poor. Failure to do so, as I presume all of us recognize,
would deepen the sense of bitterness felt by the poor
countries. It might also breed extremism and violence
to which no country would be immune.

In that context, the Government of the Republic
of Yemen believes that the recognition by the leaders
of the Group of Eight industrial nations that the
consolidation of peace in the Middle East and the
promotion of economic growth and political
development through a process of overall development
in all countries of the region — as outlined in the G-8
declaration adopted at their most recent Summit in Sea
Island, Georgia, United States — represents a very
significant statement and a positive strategic challenge
of interest to us and to the international community in
general.

It is indeed a challenge, because this long-
overdue vision seeks to correct a chronic anomaly. It is
also a challenge because of its positive implications
and the shift in focus it can bring in favour of global
stability and international peace and security once that
abstract concept is translated into concrete and
meaningful steps on the ground. That will require
genuine partnerships and the abandoning of policies of
coercion.

Proceeding from these convictions, Yemen
welcomed that initiative and agreed to participate in
the G-8 Sea Island Summit for two reasons: first,
because that vision is in line with our national plan for
reform, and, secondly, because we welcome any
partnership between Arab States, the European Union,
the United States of America and the world at large
that enhances our development and stability and
contributes to the fight against terrorism.

The commitment of my Government to build a
better future for the people of Yemen and the people of
our region has prompted us to institute numerous
economic and political reforms, broaden popular
involvement in governance, and strengthen our
partnership with other countries and entities.

This was highlighted in the Sana’a Declaration on
Democracy, Human Rights and the Role of the
International Criminal Court, adopted earlier this year
at the Sana’a Intergovernmental Regional Conference.
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A number of other countries, represented by their
Governments, Parliaments and civil society, regional
and international organizations, took part in that forum.
The Forum was organized in response to reform
initiatives that came from the Governments and
peoples of the region. It stressed that good democratic
governance and respect for human rights require full
mobilization of the energies and potential of civil
society. They also require interaction among all
stakeholders, with a sense of responsibility and
partnership with Governments, and support from
outside the region, in order to use overall development
as a vehicle towards stability, progress and movement
on the road towards democracy and overall human
development.

No one can ignore the great achievements made
by our Organization in promoting peace, security and
welfare over the course of its rich history. But one
should, by the same token, admit that it has failed to
resolve numerous conflicts that have endangered, and
continue to endanger, the security and stability of many
nations and peoples. Foremost among these dangers is
the Arab-Israeli conflict. Certainly, the United Nations
has failed to put an end to ongoing Israeli aggression
against the Palestinian people and to Israel’s repeated
threats against Arab countries. Also, there are many
trouble spots and areas of conflict across the globe that
the United Nations must address effectively if we want
international peace and security to prevail.

The position of the Republic of Yemen regarding
the question of Palestine is abundantly clear. It is based
on the principles laid out by the Quartet in the road
map, and on those contained in the Arab Peace
Initiative. This Initiative calls for the establishment of
a State of Palestine with full sovereignty over its
territory and with Jerusalem as its capital; Israel’s
withdrawal from all Arab territories occupied since
4 June 1967; and the return of refugees to their homes.

All along, Yemen has maintained that peace in
the Middle East will elude us as long as Israel is
allowed to manoeuvre and circumvent United Nations
resolutions. We also believe that Israel will not accept
the aforesaid solutions unless a Security Council
resolution is adopted with a view to imposing a
solution on Israel that includes an enforcement
mechanism. Contrary to our hopes, the entire question
has become even more intractable and difficult to
comprehend, especially given the use of the veto power
against any proposed resolution that would force Israel

to implement United Nations resolutions. This has
encouraged Israel to persist in constructing the
racially-based separation wall, which aggravates the
suffering of the Palestinian people and is taking away
sizeable tracts of their remaining land, in defiance of
global consensus and of the advisory opinion of the
International Court of Justice (ICJ).

We wish to emphasize here that, as recent events
have demonstrated, the wall cannot guarantee security
to Israel. Israel’s genuine security could be achieved if
it were to accept the road map and commit itself to
implementing relevant United Nations resolutions.

We demand that the Security Council ensure the
physical safety of the Palestinian President, Yasser
Arafat, provide protection for the Palestinian people
against Israeli state-sponsored terrorism, and show
respect for the wishes and the will of the Palestinian
people.

In addition, Israeli withdrawal from the occupied
Syrian and Lebanese territories is an integral part of
any Middle East peace initiative. I wish to recall in this
regard that the Arab Peace Initiative represents an Arab
consensus for the resolution of the Arab-Israeli
conflict.

Furthermore, my Government considers
inadmissible the threats that the Israeli military
machine fires against sister Syria and against Iran from
time to time. This represents irresponsible provocation
that exacerbates the already tense situation in the
region. The timing of these threats further fuels
violence and frustrates peace endeavours aimed at
finding a just and negotiated settlement of the
Arab-Israeli conflict. They also represent an attempt by
the Israeli Government to distract attention from its
failure to ensure security for its citizens. The time has
come for Israel to recognize that its stability and
acceptance by countries of the region will remain
unfulfilled unless it implements the road map and
relevant United Nations resolutions, and withdraws
from the occupied Arab territories in Palestine, the
Golan and the Shab’a farms.

In the same context, I wish to affirm my country’s
support for United Nations efforts regarding the
convening of a disarmament conference which aims,
inter alia, at the establishment of the Middle East
region as a zone free of weapons of mass destruction.
To this end, Israel must accede to the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty.
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The current violence in Iraq, and the violation of
human rights and bloodshed of our Iraqi brothers is an
inevitable outcome of an invasion. Thus, it is
incumbent upon the United Nations to fulfil its role, as
set forth in relevant resolutions, regarding the need to
provide support to Iraq with a view to restoring peace
and stability throughout the country. The interim Iraqi
Government should be empowered to exercise full
sovereignty in order to lead Iraq towards holding
democratic elections and forming a constitutional
Government that represents the will of the Iraqi people,
restores law and order and puts an end to the
occupation of the country. The tragic situation
unfolding today in Iraq, in the wake of the downfall of
Saddam Hussein’s regime, has resulted in terrorism,
violations and chaos, which all of us can see. That
situation may take Iraq down a slippery slope of
sectarian violence and conflict which, in turn, will
threaten the unity and future of Iraq.

Yemen believes that all of us should assist and
support the interim Government in Iraq and the
national and legislative councils to overcome the
current critical transitional stage in accordance with
Security Council resolution 1546 (2004), with a view
toward safeguarding the sovereignty, independence and
territorial integrity of Iraq. Also, we must ensure that
the forthcoming period leading to parliamentary
elections and the formation of a national Government
will reflect the will of the Iraqi people without external
interference. All effort should be made to develop and
define political solutions for the complex situation, and
to provide to the interim Government all it may need in
order to achieve a successful outcome. Priority should
be given to enabling the Iraqi Government to start the
process of national reconciliation, ensuring the
participation of all factions and political groups in
defining the future of Iraq and closing the annals of the
past. We also call for an end to violence against
civilians, as well as excessive military reactions by the
occupation forces, which victimize innocent civilians
and lead to further destruction, pushing moderates
towards extremism.

In view of Yemen’s sense of fraternal
responsibility towards Iraq, we submitted to the last
Arab summit in Tunis, an initiative conceived on the
basis of a set of firm principles set forth in United
Nations resolutions. In essence, the initiative contained
guiding principles for assisting the brotherly people of
Iraq to overcome their current crisis. It also called for

setting timelines to link efforts to restore security and
stability with ending of the occupation. In the
meantime, Yemen supports any Arab or international
endeavour that might help Iraq move safely to achieve
peace, stability and national unity.

My country believes that national reconciliation
based on dialogue and national unity is a viable path
toward settling the long-running dispute and conflict in
Somalia. Therefore, we congratulate the Somali leaders
on the progress they have so far achieved within the
framework of the reconciliation process. At the same
time, we call upon all warring factions in Somalia to
build on that success and to put the highest national
interests of Somalia ahead of their own agendas.
Yemen, which has played a leading role in promoting
national reconciliation in Somalia, calls upon the
United Nations and the international community to
assume fully and effectively their responsibilities in
order to bring about peace and security in Somalia.

The Yemeni Government appreciates the current
efforts being made to assist the national reconciliation
talks in Somalia to reach a successful outcome, that is
the formation of a consultative council, election of a
President for the country, and formation of an interim
Government that will lead Somalia towards drafting a
new constitution and setting up a democratic system of
government. Yemen, of course, will align itself with
the good offices of the Governments of Djibouti,
Ethiopia and Kenya, and supported by the European
Union and the United States, to promote reconciliation.

The Republic of Yemen has been closely
following the humanitarian situation in the Darfur
province of sisterly Sudan. I wish to underline here the
decisions adopted by the Council of Arab Foreign
Ministers, which met at the headquarters of the Arab
League early last August. That meeting was also
attended by the head of the African Union Commission
and the Foreign Minister of Nigeria representing
President Obasanjo of Nigeria — the current Chairman
of the African Union. We wish also to reaffirm the
decisions adopted in this regard by the Council of Arab
Foreign Ministers in its regular session on 14 and
15 September. Those decisions reflected the joint
Arab-African position regarding the situation in Darfur.
They affirmed the need to address the matter within the
African Arab framework. They also rejected all
attempts to create a rift in Arab-African relations and
stressed that there was no hard evidence of genocide.
Furthermore, the meeting underlined the responsibility
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of the Government of the Sudan for maintaining
security and stability, providing protection for its
citizens and disarming all militias in the region. The
success of the Sudanese Government in achieving
those goals will depend on the degree of international
support and humanitarian relief assistance provided to
it. All external parties must also refrain from
interfering in the internal affairs of the Sudan.

The Government of the Sudan must assume its
responsibility for deploying its forces so as to ensure
security, provide protection for all of its citizens and
confront all of the armed groups responsible for the
crisis. In the meantime, all the logistical support
needed by the Government of Sudan should be
provided by the African Union and Arab States with a
view to achieving those objectives.

The Sudan’s response to relevant Security
Council resolutions, including the steps it has begun to
take, clearly demonstrate its genuine commitment to its
undertakings. Furthermore, we call on the United
Nations, especially the Security Council, to address the
issue on the basis of an accurate assessment of the
situation in Darfur which obviously has begun to
improve. We must avoid favouring one side at the
expense of the other. We should also shift our focus to
address the humanitarian situation without regard to
political considerations or motives. All of the parties to
the Darfur dispute, including the Government of the
Sudan, should be urged to participate constructively
and unconditionally in peace talks, with a view to
achieving a just solution to the crisis. Any attempt to
use blackmail or to exploit events to the advantage of
the rebel groups must be rejected. Any party that
violates its commitments, as verified by a neutral
security monitoring mechanism, should be held
accountable.

The Government of the Republic of Yemen
stresses that threatening or imposing a unilateral
boycott or economic sanctions, as practised against
some Member States, would constitute an explicit
violation of the principles of international law —
regardless of the fact that such practices have failed on
the ground in more than one case. Indeed, sanctions
and boycotts aggravate the suffering of innocent
civilians and lead to the escalation of hostilities.

My country supports the call by the United
Nations to end unilateral measures, and it affirms the
need to promote a culture of dialogue and

understanding, even when dealing with controversial
issues. That should, indeed, be the rational and
civilized approach that all of us should pursue in
resolving our disputes and mending our relationships.

Finally, my delegation wishes the General
Assembly every success as it endeavours to fulfil its
mandate during this session, with a view to reinforcing
our common action to promote peace, security and
welfare for all. It is our hope that the ongoing reform
of the United Nations will achieve the long-awaited
objectives, including equitable representation in the
Security Council. That would enhance the Council’s
effectiveness and credibility and enable it to adapt
better to the constantly changing landscape of
international relations.

I take this opportunity to reaffirm that the
Republic of Yemen will support any efforts aimed at
strengthening the role of the United Nations and
enhancing its credibility, safeguarding the sovereignty
and will of its Member States and pooling our energies
to create a better future for humankind.

The Acting President (spoke in Arabic): I give
the floor to His Excellency Mr. Karel de Gucht,
Minister for Foreign Affairs of Belgium.

Mr. De Gucht (Belgium) (spoke in French):
Belgium’s international commitment is rooted in the
conviction that initiatives taken at the global level can
move forward only through dialogue and cooperation.
The careful European building process taught us that.
That is why Belgium firmly believes in the virtues of
multilateralism. We are stronger standing together than
alone. By standing together, we benefit from greater
legitimacy and therefore have better opportunities to
make our voices heard.

The challenges facing the United Nations have
the virtue of being clear. As the Secretary-General has
said, the options that become available to the world
will depend on the answers that we provide. The
Organization’s credibility will continue to be judged by
its effectiveness and its results on the ground. We must
improve and strengthen the United Nations apparatus.
We fully support the Secretary-General’s efforts in this
difficult task. At the same time, we believe that the
United Nations system should better reflect the new
international realities.

The sustained commitment of the United Nations
is required if we are to find a definitive solution to the
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crisis in the Great Lakes region. The conflict there has
already cost millions of lives. We must not fail to
respond; inaction would constitute negligence. While I
do not underestimate the difficulties in this regard, I
am convinced that a solution can be found. I refuse to
believe, therefore, that the stabilization process is
doomed to deadlock or failure. In order to find a
solution, however, the international community must
show that it can make a difference. In that regard, it is
encouraging to note how dedicated the Secretary-
General is to his mission. For its part, Belgium will
continue to appeal to its European Union partners for a
collective and committed involvement in the region.

It is essential that stability and security be fully
established and guaranteed in the Democratic Republic
of the Congo. It is clear that the transition process must
be successful. We in the international community
cannot emphasize enough that political leaders have
the duty to make it succeed. Indeed, there is no
alternative to that process as a means of achieving
peace and development in the region.

Nation-building is impossible as long as impunity
and insecurity exist. In that respect, the restructuring
and the integration of the army are essential, as is the
demobilization and reintegration of former combatants.
Belgium is currently training almost 300 Congolese
soldiers under its Train the Trainers programme.

It is also essential that the International
Committee to Accompany the Transition fully shoulder
its responsibilities. For its part, Belgium is committed
to taking an active part in the implementation of the
declaration adopted by the countries members of that
Committee.

The United Nations Organization Mission in the
Democratic Republic of the Congo (MONUC) is
playing a crucial role, and Belgium attaches great
importance to that. It is not only the credibility of the
United Nations that is at stake here, but — more
important — the future of an entire region. Belgium
therefore supports a better targeted mandate for
MONUC, as well as a strengthening of its means.

With our European partners, we are also
considering the best way of making a joint contribution
to that Mission. It goes without saying that the
elections scheduled for 2005 will be crucial. They will
require substantial human and financial means, to
which Belgium has already decided it will contribute.

With regard to the situation in Rwanda, we offer
our full support to the praiseworthy efforts made to
achieve reconciliation. Normalized relations between
Rwanda and the Democratic Republic of the Congo are
absolutely indispensable and must be based on
collaboration and good-neighbourly relations. This
implies a mutual respect of the borders.

In many regards, the latest developments in
Burundi are encouraging. A constitution has been
adopted, a referendum has been announced and an
electoral commission is in place. Elections are
essential, of course, which is why Belgium has
provided significant financial backing to their
organization. I urge the international community to
specify without delay what resources it is ready to
mobilize for this purpose.

Belgium shares the concerns about the
humanitarian crisis in Darfur. There is no excuse for
the persecution and systematic massacre of thousands
of human beings. Given the scale of the suffering, the
efforts and the progress made thus far remain
insufficient. Belgium therefore insists on the swift
establishment of an international commission of
inquiry.

The situation in Iraq will continue to present a
considerable challenge over the coming months and
even years. I congratulate the United Nations for its
continued support to the Iraqi transition process,
especially given the country’s climate of insecurity.
The population of Iraq, which has already faced so
many ordeals, must finally be able to live in peace. It
is, of course, the Iraqi people who must shoulder the
responsibility of guiding the political process, a
process that must lead to the creation of a new
parliament, a new constitution and a sovereign
Government. This Government must be capable of
ensuring the well-being of its citizens, as well as the
country’s security, with no external assistance. To date,
Belgium has allocated approximately €17 million to
the reconstruction process and we will provide air
transportation for the United Nations Assistance
Mission for Iraq (UNAMI) personnel between Amman
and Baghdad.

The proliferation of weapons of mass destruction
poses a serious threat to world security. The regime of
non-proliferation is jeopardized by an alarming
situation; the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea
must regain its place within this regime without delay.



43

A/59/PV.10

The Islamic Republic of Iran is located in a region full
of tensions, and its security concerns are legitimate.
The international community should therefore take this
into account in its approach to the problem. And the
Iranian authorities must cooperate entirely with the
International Atomic Energy Agency and cease all
activities linked to the enrichment of uranium. By so
doing, Iran will contribute significantly to the
stabilization and prosperity of the region.

The tragedy in Beslan has proved once again that
terrorism attacks blindly. It goes without saying that no
form of terrorism is justifiable. The indignation and
analysis that such acts may provoke can in no way vary
according to the victim, the location, the aggressor or
the circumstances. Appropriate military means and
security measures will remain necessary in order to
fight terrorism, but means other than strictly military
ones are also required. Indeed, the environment in
which terrorism thrives is comprised of ideological,
socio-economic, political and other variables.

This is why I plead for a dialogue between the
West and the Arab and Muslim world, involving not
only political leaders but also spiritual leaders, and not
as a mere exchange of ideas or points of view, but in
order to identify the instruments that could deny such
barbarous acts all legitimacy and raison d’être, with a
view to finally bringing this appalling logic of death to
a halt.

The Acting President (spoke in Arabic): I now
call on His Excellency Mr. Jesús Arnaldo Pérez,
Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Bolivarian Republic
of Venezuela.

Mr. Pérez (Venezuela) (spoke in Spanish): There
are moments we can describe as historical turning
points, when nations and peoples must decide which
side they are on. This is one of these moments, when
history will judge us and examine if we were
democratic leaders that represented the will of our
peoples.

It is clear that the peoples of the world are taking
a stand against neo-liberal economics and war. They
are fighting against those who would impose their will
by military force and economic violence. They are
resisting those who would undermine and even
overthrow the basic principles that founded this
Organization that brings us together today. Under such
conditions, Venezuela echoes the call of the
Secretary-General, Mr. Kofi Annan, that all the nations

that proclaim the rule of law in their territory respect it
abroad.

As you know, the majority of the peoples and
Governments of the world took a stand against the
illegal war in Iraq. In this context, Venezuela reaffirms
the words of President Rodríguez Zapatero that peace
is a task that demands more courage, more
determination and more heroism than war.

The principal question for us is now the
following: are we building a world of real democracy,
equality and justice or a world led by the tyranny of
economic and military power? The people of
Venezuela were faced with such a decision last month,
with a referendum on the presidency. In fact, in the last
six years, Venezuelans have participated in eight
democratic procedures, including referendums and
elections. The 1999 Bolivarian Constitution of
Venezuela allows for a mid-term referendum on a
recall of the popular vote. On 15 August of this year,
citizens of Venezuela clearly exercised their
constitutional right and, in an historic referendum
never before seen in the history of the world, ratified
the mandate of President Hugo Chávez Frías, thus
confirming the democratic process of structural
transformation led by our President.

Since the end of the last millennium, we have
witnessed tremendous dissent from citizens of the
world against neo-liberalism and war. In my country,
by the late eighties, a set of structural adjustments,
developed under the influence of the main centres of
neo-liberal capitalism, was met with a popular uprising
that paralysed the country, leaving an indelible mark on
our people’s minds. That resistance, popularly known
as “El Caracazo”, was perhaps the first protest against
neo-liberalism. The poor took control of the capital,
Caracas, as well as cities across the country to
demonstrate their discontent with increasing poverty
and the unjust distribution of the profits from our
nation’s oil wealth. The ruling Government of the day
responded by sending in armed forces to suppress the
protests, killing thousands of people. That was a
painfully tragic moment for the people of Venezuela.
Nevertheless, that event provoked the necessary
consciousness, igniting a political awakening among
the people that allowed them to unite their voices in the
fight against neo-liberalism.

Over the next decade, we witnessed protests
against the World Trade Organization and against neo-
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liberalism in Chiapas, Davos, Seattle, Prague, Quebec
City and Genoa. Wherever the architects of neo-
liberalism gathered, they were met with massive
protests in the streets.

We also witnessed the desperate actions of the
brave South Korean farmer in Cancún, who gave his
life to call attention to the plight of his fellow farmers
on the brink of disaster throughout the world.

The war in Iraq only strengthened the global
protests. On 15 February 2003, an estimated 30 million
people around the world marched in protest and
disbelief, unwilling to stand idly by as once again the
world’s screams fell on deaf ears, as not-so-smart
bombs fell on little children without knowing why. If
we combine the protests against neo-liberal
globalization with the anti-war demonstrations, we will
find a global rebellion of revolutionary proportions has
started. What we need to decide now is whether we
will march in the streets alongside our people or hide
ourselves away in an ivory tower.

My fellow leaders, have we no eyes and ears?
Can we not see the suffering? Can we not hear the cries
of the poor, the disenfranchised, the disappeared and
the desolate? Can we afford to shirk that
responsibility?

According to the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP), 44 per cent of Latin Americans
live below the poverty line. Although Latin America is
not the only region to face that reality, it is a
particularly conspicuous example because it represents
the laboratory of the neo-liberal project. Structural
adjustment, as prescribed by the Washington
Consensus, came early to Latin America, and its
application here became the model for the neo-
liberalization of the former communist-bloc countries
in the 1990s.

Besides being the initial site of neo-liberalism’s
devastating experiment, Latin America was also the
first to experience anti-neo-liberal explosion. Last
March, UNDP released a report entitled “Democracy in
Latin America”, which highlighted a startling
revelation: more than half of Latin Americans would
prefer dictatorship over democracy if an authoritarian
regime would solve their economic problems.

A second report, released this past August by the
private firm Latinobarómetro, came to a similarly
depressing conclusion — but with one notable

exception: between 1996 and 2004 support for
democracy actually grew in Venezuela, much more so
than in any other country in the region. In Venezuela
support for democracy has undoubtedly increased.
Could it be that there is a direct correlation between
those findings and the fact that Venezuela is actively
pursuing a viable alternative to market democracy?

The Nobel Prize-winning economist, Amartya
Sen, affirms that democracy is the best remedy for
hunger. Indeed, in Venezuela, under the leadership of
President Hugo Chávez Frías, we achieved that goal by
giving power to the poor. To reduce poverty, it is
necessary to increase democracy. There is no other
way. Democracy is also the only way to defeat
terrorism. No matter if poverty and hunger create the
conditions for its existence, there are no “good” and
“bad” terrorists. There is only one terrorism —
reprehensible, detestable and cowardly. But, once
again, only through greater democracy can we defeat it.

What the UNDP report reveals is that Latin
Americans have lost faith in a model of democracy
whose scope is limited to political representation. It is
a model that has entirely ignored the economic, social
and participatory facets of democracy and which has
consequently completely failed to reflect the popular
will. As Simon Bolívar, our visionary liberator,
advocated two centuries ago, the best form of
government is one that provides the highest degree of
happiness, stability and social security for its people.

A few days ago, President Lula of Brazil chaired
a hugely successful meeting of world leaders on the
theme “Action Against Hunger and Poverty”. That
wonderful initiative, co-sponsored by Presidents
Chirac, Lagos Escobar and Rodríguez Zapatero,
expressed our common vision to fight against poverty
and social injustice to guarantee security and
sustainable development in both the North and the
South. Our absolute support for that initiative is
expressed in the document on the subject of ending
poverty and giving power to the poor which we
distributed to Members at the beginning of the General
Assembly session.

To that end we recognize the need to go beyond
the traditional official development assistance
framework. Venezuela’s contribution to the fight
against hunger represents a genuine attempt to place
the tools of development in the hands of those who
need it most. In shifting from food aid to food
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sovereignty, we are not limiting ourselves to helping to
feed the poor; rather, we are committed to helping the
poor to feed themselves.

For that reason food sovereignty in Venezuela
puts a clear emphasis on assisting small producers
from community-run cooperatives. A far-reaching land
reform has already transferred over 2 million hectares
of land to small producers. We have also made a firm
commitment to create a world seed bank in our country
to protect our heritage of seeds from the violent
encroachments of transgenic and genetically modified
crops.

In addition, we have recently created a Ministry
of Food and Nutrition to guarantee our people their
fundamental rights in that area.

Venezuela ardently supports the initiatives under
way to reform the United Nations. As supporters of
multilateralism and participatory democracy, we claim
a greater participation of the countries of the South at
the United Nations, and particularly in a more
democratic Security Council, one in which there is no
right of veto. In that regard, we support the candidacy
of Brazil as a permanent member of an expanded
Council.

Venezuela aspires to join the Economic and
Social Council for the period 2005-2007. Our presence
in the Economic and Social Council will help the
peoples of the South to promote at the global level the
ideas and social justice we are trying to enact
domestically. To achieve that objective and to attain the
Millennium Development Goals, we believe that the
countries possessing the resources must make a
financial effort commensurate with the challenge.

Venezuela has invested $2 billion in social
programmes this year, and we recently helped establish
a fund of the Organization of Petroleum Exporting
Countries (OPEC) to combat desertification and
drought, which greatly threaten our African brothers.
That assistance from OPEC members reflects our
solidarity with our brothers and sisters in Africa.
Venezuela has already had the opportunity to assist
several African countries through its policy of
cooperation.

The United Nations was born in a world that was
traumatized by the atrocities of Second World War, yet
had the hope of creating a world of greater dignity for
human beings.

Fifty-five years later, when we observe that the
will of the General Assembly is often not respected, it
appears that we have lost our course. Thus, we run the
risk of submerging the world in a war of a thousand
years. It is time to put an end to the hypocrisy that
permits a situation in which some resolutions are
followed while others go unheeded.

Let us have the courage to recover the original
goals of the Assembly. If we are courageous, we will
recognize not only that another world is possible but
that this other world is crucial for humanity.

The Acting President (spoke in French): I now
call on His Excellency Mr. Wlodzimierz Cimoszewicz,
Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Poland.

Mr. Cimoszewicz (Poland): The agenda of this
session not only is full of importance and burning
issues but also brings great hopes and expectations. In
his statement, Mr. Bernard Bot, the Foreign Minister of
the Netherlands, presented the European Union’s
position on the most important problems. That
statement fully reflects our thinking and concerns. One
issue, however, that deserves our special attention
today is the reform of the United Nations.

The present session of the General Assembly
must be remembered as a session of reform. It should
lay the foundations for a profound and
consensus-based reflection on the relevance and the
effectiveness of the United Nations. This reflection
should result in bold and imaginative decisions
providing for a substantial overhaul of the
Organization. That is how we in Poland see the
preparations for the major event of 2005, which will
undertake a comprehensive review of the
implementation of the Millennium Declaration Goals
and mark the sixtieth anniversary of the United
Nations. As Secretary-General Kofi Annan noted, the
United Nations is at a fork in the road. It is time to act.

Every year, at the annual general debate of the
General Assembly, we take the floor to express our
views — sometimes very critical — on the work of the
Organization. However, there is little evidence that
these debates have had any significant impact on the
future of the United Nations. Indeed, over the past
years, the United Nations has seen many celebratory
and majestic gatherings. Unless we are able to build a
political consensus and work out efficient,
forward-looking and workable decisions, we should cut
down on high-level ceremonies.
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Poland has frequently voiced its conviction that
we have to carry out a comprehensive, strategic review
of the role of the United Nations in both its normative
and institutional aspects. It was with this in mind that,
on behalf of my country two years ago, I had the
privilege of putting forward the idea of a new political
act for the United Nations. We are pleased to see that,
two years later, that belief and determination are
widely shared.

Bearing in mind the unique momentum for
reform, we look forward to the recommendations of the
High-level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change.
They should provide the critical mass for the reform
efforts and form a solid basis for further actions.

In that context, I express my gratitude to the
members of the Panel, who came to Warsaw in May
this year to consult with representatives of our part of
Europe on the most important conceptual aspects of the
reform. The Warsaw Regional Conference was a
rewarding experience. The report issued following the
conference has been made available to all delegations
at the Assembly.

We have never had any problem with ideas,
excellent proposals and promising initiatives. The
biggest obstacle to reform, rather, has been the lack of
political consensus. The reform cannot be effective if it
reflects the ideas of small groups of specialists or
politicians alone. It must rely on a broad consensus and
reflect a shared community of values and a sense of
identity and purpose. Building that consensus is our
major, common task.

The reform of the United Nations has to go
beyond institutional aspects, but we recognize the fact
that institutions are important. Therefore, any reform
package lacking ideas for reforming the organs of the
United Nations would be considered inadequate by the
majority of Member States.

Poland shares the common opinion that it is hard
to imagine strengthening the role of the Security
Council without increasing its legitimacy. Today’s
discussions on Council reform are focused mainly on
expanding its membership. However, the key to a more
effective and legitimate Security Council does not lie
in the number of its members. A Council of
24 members would probably have no more powerful a
voice than a Council of 15. However, at the present
stage of discussions, we agree that the Security Council
has to be expanded.

One of the deficiencies of the United Nations, as
it transpires from the conceptual discussions, is that
there is too great a gap between the functions of
mandating and implementing. Therefore, we believe
that it is the responsibility of the members of the
Security Council to take the lead in providing political
and material support for implementation of Security
Council mandates. Security Council reform should be
based on the assumption that membership on the
Council not only confers additional privileges but also
brings additional responsibilities.

The reform should preserve the inherent balance
among the various organs of the United Nations. While
we support the tendency to expect more from the
Security Council, any reform should be accompanied
by a more effective role for the General Assembly. The
two bodies should be seen as mutually supportive and
reinforcing organs.

However, in order to use the potential of the
General Assembly effectively and optimize its
performance, we must profoundly change the way we
speak to one another in this forum. This must be a
forum of dialogue. Occasionally, one hears jokes along
the lines that the General Assembly is a place where
everybody speaks but nobody listens. We have to
change that. We must start talking to one another more
directly, more candidly. Let me assure the President, as
we congratulate him on the assumption of his post, that
Poland will support all his efforts in that regard.

We need to enhance the performance of the
bodies of the United Nations in social and economic
development and the environment, as well as in other,
related, no less pressing areas. There is a real danger
that the Millennium Development Goals will not be
fulfilled. That would deliver a serious blow to the
credibility of the United Nations. Given that the
distinction between socio-economic and political issues
is becoming increasingly blurred, we need a unified
approach.

However, the existing efforts are often too
fragmented, uncoordinated, and even contradictory and
self-paralytic. In this context, the role of the Economic
and Social Council and its reform should be strictly
linked with other United Nations bodies.

In order to be comprehensive, the reform cannot
stop at its institutional dimension. We need to revisit
the nature of current security challenges that expose
the deficiencies and shortcomings of our Organization
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in the most systematic way. Predictable threats caused
in the past by wars between countries have been
replaced by indefinite and unpredictable threats caused
by international terrorism, the proliferation of weapons
of mass destruction (WMDs), and an increasing
number of States in distress, whose Governments are
unable to exercise effective power over their territory
and population. As a consequence, we are facing an
unprecedented spread of terrorist acts and violence.

In this context, on behalf of the people of Poland
and myself, I express our deepest condolences to the
relatives of the victims of the recent events in Beslan.
We condemn this barbaric act and offer our solidarity
with the victims.

To cope properly and successfully with the new
nature of threats and challenges, it is necessary to use
this opportunity to examine the functional and
conceptual basis of the Organization. Therefore,
Poland advocates that the important part of the reform
should be re-examination of the conceptual foundations
of the United Nations.

In today’s world, new threats cast a new light on
the concepts that we use to regulate the international
order. Principles such as non-use of force, sovereignty,
legitimacy, accountability for both States and their
leaders, subsidiarity, complementarity, solidarity and
responsibility still occupy the highest level of
importance. What we need is their adjustment to the
current reality, new political guidelines on how we, and
how Security Council members in particular, should
translate them into action.

Among these concepts, the principle of solidarity,
is for us more than just assisting the poor and
underdeveloped. Solidarity is an operational principle
that should generate cooperative attitudes for countries
in need, including those plagued by terrorism, natural
and man-made disasters and calamities, weak State
structures, and so forth.

One of the most important issues, in the light of
the particularly threatening nexus of terrorism and
weapons of mass destruction, is the principle of the
non-use of force. The following aspects should be
examined: anticipatory self-defence, humanitarian
intervention and collective use of force with
authorization by the Security Council.

In this respect, we need a code of conduct that
will give us sufficient predictability as to how we, as

Members of the United Nations, will act on the
international scene when employing the United Nations
as our instrument of choice and how we will make the
best use of its potential.

We also hope that the reform will strengthen the
role of the United Nations as a community of values.
The United Nations was born to unite its Members
against threats and enemies. Today, it should unite us
for positive change in the consolidation of values, such
as human rights, democracy, social justice, and
development, which constitute the backbone and moral
foundation of humankind.

When preparing future decisions, we should
discuss not only the content but also the form. Poland
believes that the best approach to this is to have a
political document that would both spell out the
reinforced message about the role, principles and
values, and also contain the necessary institutional
adjustments. We most definitely regard this document
as something more than a set of amendments to the
United Nations Charter.

We have to completely change the way we
perceive the United Nations. For many years, most of
our countries have been asking themselves what they
can get from the Organization. Today, it is time for all
of us to secure the future of the United Nations.

The Acting President (spoke in French): I now
call on His Excellency Mr. Geir Haarde, Minister for
Finance and Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs and
External Trade of Iceland.

Mr. Haarde (Iceland): Sir, it is with great
pleasure that I congratulate you on your election as
President of the fifty-ninth session of the General
Assembly.

We are living in trying and turbulent times. As we
meet, the world continues to be haunted by the spectre
of terrorism, as most recently evidenced in Russia and
Iraq. The victims are, as always, the innocent. The
objective is global instability and insecurity, leading to
increased intolerance and social regression. The
hideousness of the means employed by terrorists
exposes them for what they are. No just political cause
can be served by such acts.

The war against terrorism is a struggle against
barbarism. The perpetrators of terror must be rooted
out and their bases and networks destroyed. This war is
inherently a campaign in support of the values of the



48

A/59/PV.10

United Nations — the values that we all seek to
foster — and it is in response to a threat that has
serious implications for all of the Member States of our
Organization. Our challenge is actively to defend
freedom against the forces of tyranny to affect the
conditions that help create the spectre of terrorism.

If anyone thought the threats to global security
that provided the impetus for looking at serious
reforms of the United Nations system had receded,
then surely the recent terrorist outrage in southern
Russia gives pause for reflection. The great challenges
in Afghanistan and Iraq, as well as in parts of Africa,
and the considerable work still remaining to achieve
the Millennium Development Goals testify to the fact
that the need for change has not passed. On the
contrary.

The High-level Panel will soon submit its report,
and next year a summit is planned for the sixtieth
anniversary of the United Nations and the fifth year
after the Millennium Summit. Iceland believes that we
now have a historic opportunity to undertake
meaningful and long-awaited reform. This would in no
small way be a reinforcement of the idea of
multilateralism and, if genuine and far-sighted, will
equip the United Nations to deal more effectively with
threats to global security.

It will be our weighty responsibility here next
year to hammer out decisions on reform. We will have
the opportunity to make changes that will equip the
multilateral system to be more effective in preventing
conflict, in resolving conflict where it occurs and in
post-conflict peace-building.

We can of course choose to do nothing. We can
linger complacently in the inertia of the status quo. The
consequence would, however, be that the United
Nations would become less and less capable of facing
these common challenges to our security.

In particular, we must grasp the chance to make
the Security Council itself more representative, while
increasing its efficiency and effectiveness. The
discussions of many years on increasing the number of
non-permanent and permanent seats must reach a
conclusion. It is time that certain countries that have
long made a considerable contribution to the work of
the United Nations be given permanent seats on the
Security Council. I am referring in particular to
Germany, India, Japan and Brazil. But it is no less

important to ensure that Africa also be given a
permanent seat on the Council.

Smaller States make up the vast majority of
United Nations Members. Ensuring that smaller States
are adequately represented in the various organs of the
United Nations is not only a matter of paying due
regard to the principles of sovereignty; it is also a
practical matter of ensuring that the particular
challenges faced by smaller States — both island States
and others — are taken into account in the multilateral
system. Iceland knows the problems related to being
far away from potential markets. We know well the
struggle of small economies to diversify, and we have
direct experience of the vulnerability of small countries
to external economic shocks and natural disasters. I
would like to take this opportunity to extend our
sympathy to all those Caribbean States that have
suffered so much in the recent hurricanes. My
Government is considering ways in which it could
contribute to disaster relief or reconstruction.

Just as it is fundamental to the legitimacy of the
Security Council that there be fair representation of the
various regions of the world, it is also important that
the many smaller States feel that their issues are
understood and taken into account. In that context, I
would like to refer to the previously announced
candidacy of my country, Iceland, for a non-permanent
seat on the Security Council for the period 2009-2010,
which was already endorsed in 1998 by the Nordic
States — Denmark, Finland, Norway and Sweden —
within the Group of Western European and other
States.

Smaller States make a valuable contribution to
running the multilateral system. Smaller States provide
some of the most innovative thinking on approaches to
the challenges we face and — in per capita terms and
often in absolute terms — are some of the most
generous contributors.

An issue of key concern to small island States,
but also to the world at large, is sustainable use of the
world’s resources. As Iceland completed its term as a
member of the Commission on Sustainable
Development (CSD), my Government was very pleased
to see the organizational changes in the working
methods of the CSD implemented at its twelfth session,
in April. My Government looks forward to continuing
its active participation in the future work of the CSD to
achieve and promote the sustainable development of
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the world’s resources. Iceland will also continue to
work on alternative energy resources, particularly the
possibilities of hydrogen as a clean-energy provider.

Iceland is committed to attaining the Millennium
Development Goals as they are set out in the
Millennium Declaration. My Government will
participate actively in the preparations for the major
summit in 2005. It is clear that the international
community must speed up its efforts in order to
achieve, before 2015, the goals set by the Millennium
Summit. We regard the 2005 summit to be one of the
important milestones on the way to attaining them.

I now turn to questions concerning particular
regions. Iceland warmly welcomes the New
Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD)
initiative and its aim of ensuring democracy, human
rights, good governance and sound economic
management. The efforts of African countries in the
management and resolution of conflicts in their own
region and the establishment of a Peace and Security
Council within the African Union are ground-breaking
developments, as are the African mediation in a
number of conflicts and the efforts of the African
Union and African regional organizations to develop
their capabilities for peace-supporting operations.

Sub-Saharan Africa continues to be the focus of
Icelandic bilateral development cooperation, and we
will continue to increase our contribution to and
involvement in multilateral development cooperation.

Iceland welcomes the recent understanding
among members of the World Trade Organization on a
framework for the continuation of the Doha
development round of negotiations on trade
liberalization. The multilateral trading system is a
proven vehicle for promoting economic development
and growth, and it is central to the future prosperity of
our nations. It is noteworthy that particular attention is
paid to the needs of the least developed countries. It is
important that they fully reap the benefits that the
multilateral trading system has to offer. Iceland
believes that the framework will give the negotiators in
Geneva a new platform for the prompt conclusion of
the Doha round. We want to do our part in making sure
that globalization benefits all countries, not least
through targeted development cooperation. In an effort
to assist African countries in making the most of the
Doha round, Iceland is participating, together with the
other Nordic countries, in the Nordic Africa initiative.

Security Council resolution 1546 (2004),
unanimously adopted on 6 June, provided for the
restoration of sovereignty in Iraq. The resolution
assigns the United Nations a leading role in helping to
build a legitimate representative Government and
democratic institutions. It also demonstrated the will of
the Council — and indeed of the rest of the
international community — to resolve past differences
and to give first priority to the political and economic
reconstruction of Iraq. My Government remains
prepared to lend its support to the difficult work ahead
in Iraq. In Iraq, as elsewhere, Iceland would like to
emphasize the importance of ensuring the safety of
United Nations missions.

Afghanistan will continue to occupy our attention
in the coming months. The United Nations has done
valuable work in registering some 10 million voters.
The presidential elections on 9 October in Afghanistan
will be an important milestone in the process of
rebuilding the country. We must maintain an ongoing
commitment to Afghanistan, where serious challenges
to the rebuilding of the country continue to be faced.
Iceland has demonstrated its support and has assumed
the leading role in running the Kabul international
airport, under the auspices of the NATO-led
International Security Assistance Force.

An area of continuing concern is, of course, the
Middle East. The Icelandic Government continues to
call on Israel and the Palestinian Authority to resume
negotiations on a political settlement. The road map
sets out a realistic way to achieve a two-State solution.
Iceland fully supports the efforts of the Quartet. We
urge the Quartet and all other well-intentioned parties
to continue to focus on this issue.

At the beginning of my remarks, I concentrated
on terrorism. Terrorism is an assault on human rights. I
would like to express strong support for the initiative
of the Secretary-General urging Member States to
ratify all those conventions that concern protection of
the rights of the ordinary citizen.

In conducting the war against terrorism, we must
protect the human rights that terrorists themselves
flout. We must be sure that human rights and
humanitarian law are not sacrificed. Here, I would like
to refer to the key role played by the International
Committee of the Red Cross — and by the entire Red
Cross and Red Crescent movement — in monitoring
the implementation of the Geneva Conventions, and at
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the same time to express my appreciation for that
work.

During this session of the General Assembly,
Iceland will continue to work to advance the issue of
human rights. In that context, we look forward to
marking the twenty-fifth anniversary of the entry into
force of the Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination against Women, and we urge
those States that are not parties to accede to the
Convention. Iceland will also continue to work with
others to uproot racism and religious intolerance as a
major way to prevent conflict and create a secure
human environment.

Iceland is totally committed to the multilateral
system, of which the United Nations is the fulcrum.
Without an effective multilateral system, conflict and
its causes will be much more difficult to address. But,
in order to be effective, the system needs change. The
Government of Iceland sincerely hopes that we can
bring about necessary change during the next year, and
we look forward to working with all Member States to
that end.

The Acting President (spoke in French): I give
the floor to His Excellency Mr. Patricio Zuquilanda,
Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of
Ecuador.

Mr. Zuquilanda (Ecuador) (spoke in Spanish): I
have the honour to represent the President of Ecuador,
Mr. Lucio Gutiérrez Borbúa, and the people of Ecuador
in this world forum of nations, to affirm once again
that my country, Ecuador, is an ally of States
committed to peace and the peaceful settlement of
disputes. Ecuador is a law-abiding country, upholds the
principle of international security and solidarity and is
a staunch defender of all the mandates arising from the
Charter of the United Nations.

It is worth highlighting once again that Ecuador,
in its relations with the international community,
opposes all forms of discrimination or segregation,
colonialism or neocolonialism. On this occasion, the
Government of Ecuador must once again ask the
community of nations and the international financial
organisms to not lose sight of the heavy burden on our
countries represented by the service of the debt, which,
year after year, severely strains our economies. The
Ecuadorian Government calls on the United Nations to
move forward with greater determination in identifying
specific actions aimed at effectively reducing existing

pressures, and, furthermore, in formulating proposals
to efficiently address with this issue in the long term
and enable our countries to develop.

The Government of Ecuador must also draw
attention to one of the most momentous problems
afflicting the international community, namely the
protection of civilians in armed conflict. This terrible
problem reflects a reality entirely at odds with the most
elementary ethical and moral principles of human
conduct and that destroys the basic premises of
civilized co-existence, in which respect for life and the
dignity of all individuals must necessarily be a priority.

It is time for the international community and the
United Nations to give absolute priority to this issue
and to find the political will and determination to
tackle and eliminate every bloody and inhuman
conflict in which international humanitarian law no
longer prevails. The Security Council is duty-bound, in
accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, to
reinforce the protection of civilians in armed conflicts,
in order to avoid undermining the entire international
juridical structure.

True to its international commitments and its
humanitarian vocation, Ecuador has been welcoming
thousands of refugees and immigrants from Colombia
and other countries who have fled their countries
because their lives, freedom and economic security
have been threatened. We must remind the
international community that, in order to solve this
critical situation, we need the commitment of every
country and international organism. For this reason, it
is essential that in conformity with principles of shared
responsibility and shared burdens, countries, such as
Ecuador, which take in refugees and immigrants,
should receive greater technical and economic support.
This support is necessary to alleviate the social burden
resulting from large numbers of persons entering local
border communities, which experience higher levels of
poverty and lack basic services.

With regard to the analysis of the northern border
of Ecuador made by the United Nations inter-agency
mission, we appreciate the support offered by the
United Nations Secretary-General to implement the
development proposals suggested in the report.
Ecuador would also like to have the support of the
international community and the international financial
institutions in this undertaking.
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The Government of Ecuador urges the
international community to make good its commitment
to the implementation of programmes established by
Ecuador and Peru within the framework of the
bi-national development plan for their common border,
following the signing of the peace agreements in
Brasilia in 1998. These projects aim at meeting the
basic needs of the populations of the region, through
social programmes and infrastructure projects.
However, both Ecuador and Peru require the financial
support of the countries that pledged their assistance
for the post-conflict era.

To our countries’ development problems we must
add the persistent trade barriers which developed
countries impose on our exportable products, as well as
the subsidies worth millions that they grant to their
own products, especially agricultural ones, which
seriously limit normal competition among countries,
increase unemployment and threaten the future of the
education, health and well-being of our peoples.

Deteriorating conditions in developing countries
have resulted in increased flows of migrants towards
industrialized centres in search of employment, which
is no longer available in their own countries. In some
countries, this exodus has met with restrictive and
unfair policies based on xenophobic concepts that,
instead of providing a solution to the existing problem
and to its root causes, make it even worse.

International migration is a problem that has
grown more severe during the last decade. Each year,
more countries are affected by migration movements,
which are commanding increasing attention at the
decision-making level. Migration reflects the human
longing to have the opportunity to pursue a better
quality of life and enjoy greater economic prospects. It
also promotes exchange and understanding between
peoples, strengthens dialogue and adds cultural and
economic enrichment.

The history of humanity is inconceivable without
constant migratory flows. It is evident, then, that the
consequences of these migration movements have
economic, political, social and demographic effects, as
much for the countries of departure as for those of
arrival. In this context, and in this current era of market
globalization, emphasis must be placed on the
liberalization of the supply of services via the free
movement of persons.

Ecuador is strongly committed to cooperating in
the search for solutions to this huge problem through a
strict control of the illegal migration of persons and the
elaboration of universal agreements that favour the
development of human beings within their respective
countries. However, to this end we require active
cooperation between migrant source and recipient
countries, as well as from international organizations.

My country has traditionally maintained a policy
of promoting, respecting and protecting the human
rights of migrants, and for this reason, from this
General Assembly, I would like to appeal to all
Governments and all sectors of society, particularly
those of the developed world that receive migrant
workers, to direct their efforts towards the protection
of the rights of this vulnerable sector of society in a
non-discriminatory manner, taking into consideration
the highly positive and productive aspects of
migration.

The territory of Ecuador is home to 12
nationalities and more than 17 ethnic groups. This
diversity has been recognized in the Constitution of the
Republic, which defines Ecuador as a social democracy
that promotes the equitable distribution of welfare. The
fundamental charter of the Ecuadorian State lays down
a legal framework that promotes the participation of
ethnic minorities in political structures and processes
and guarantees the exercise of the constitutional rights
of these groups in the public and private spheres.

The Government of my country cannot fail to
mention that inequality has been, and continues to be,
the greatest impediment to economic development and
poverty alleviation in many developing countries. The
disparity of wealth and income currently evident within
and among many countries is a matter of concern for
the international community. In order to prevent this
inequality, we need to adopt effective multilateral
measures aimed at effectively reducing poverty, which
in itself constitutes an affront to human dignity and
consequently harms the rights of individuals.

In this sense, it has become imperative that the
intent of international summits addressing issues of
development and poverty eradication become manifest
through internal plans and programs based on enhanced
international cooperation.

The Government of Ecuador supports these
activities, which are embodied in three key areas:
poverty reduction, political governance and
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transparency, and sustainable development through
equitable access to natural resources. This commitment
has led Ecuador to be chosen as an example for the
implementation of innovative models, with the goal of
optimizing the assistance and the quality of the
country’s response.

I believe it is essential that the voice of my
country be heard on the topic of terrorism. This
phenomenon has endangered the equilibrium, peace,
harmony, and security of the planet. It has torn the
socio-political fabric of societies, damaged financial
structures and undermined the functioning of States’
security apparatus.

I wish to reiterate the most unreserved support
and backing of the Government of Ecuador for all
initiatives and actions created to fight international
terrorism in all its forms and characteristics, but always
within the framework of the decisions of the United
Nations, of international law and of absolute respect
for human rights.

We must highlight the fact that hunger, ill health,
poverty, great economic disparities, lack of respect for
human rights, corruption, attempts to resolve disputes
and conflicts by non-peaceful means and the growing
weight of external debt are the seeds of international
instability and insecurity; they undermine governance
and are factors that destabilize democratic institutions.
The international community must become fully aware
of the fact that these harsh daily realities confronting
developing countries also represent a threat to world
security. Therefore, we must directly combat terrorism
with a broad-based and concerted global strategy to
foster development, improve the living conditions of a
large part of the marginalized world population and
encourage dialogue and tolerance, both between human
beings and among States.

The international community needs to make the
protection and security of individuals a global policy
objective. The security of the State, of society and of
individuals requires a consideration of the threats to
their fundamental values, which are sovereignty,
identity and survival. Only on that basis must we
establish the parameters of political, economic and
military action in a globalized world.

Ecuador, as a founding Member of the United
Nations, resolutely supports the multilateral system,
since it constitutes the best guarantee for the full
operation of the purposes and principles that led to its

creation and which are enshrined in its Charter. As a
result, Ecuador fully supports the current process of
reform of the United Nations, particularly of its main
bodies, such as the Security Council, along with the
revitalization of the General Assembly. We are
convinced that that will contribute to more effective
action in the fulfilment of its mission.

My country wishes to highlight the statement
made here by the Prime Minister of Spain — his words
of solidarity with the cause of Latin American peoples
and his commitment to support the reduction of debt
and of inequalities, as well as to promote and
strengthen relations between the European Union and
Latin America. Ecuador welcomes this expression of
good will shown by Spain’s Prime Minister, since
achieving those goals will contribute to the welfare of
the peoples.

Finally, democracy and respect for Governments
legitimately established through popular vote are the
greatest triumphs of Latin America in recent decades.
No attempt whatsoever should be made to revise this
basic principle of international policy, lest we seriously
affect the system of normal coexistence among nations.

In conclusion, allow me to urge the international
community to always bear in mind the precious ideals
of human beings that inspire this Organization, as set
forth in the Preamble to its Charter, which are the
fundamental mandates for its Members and various
bodies.

The Acting President (spoke in French): I now
call on His Excellency Mr. João Bernardo de Miranda,
Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Angola.

Mr. Miranda (Angola) (spoke in Portuguese;
English text furnished by the delegation): I am
overwhelmed with a great sense of joy at seeing
Mr. Ping preside over the General Assembly at this
fifty-ninth session. My first words are thus to convey
to him, on behalf of my Government and on my own
behalf, the most heartfelt congratulations upon his
election. Our satisfaction springs from the great esteem
in which the Angolan people hold your country and
from the strong ties of friendship and fraternity that
unite us.

I would also like to congratulate your predecessor
for the dynamic manner in which he carried out his
mandate.
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At a time when the world is confronting the
horrors of violence, poverty and hunger, the members
of the Assembly once again have the difficult
responsibility of assessing the implementation of their
decisions and of seeking new solutions to problems
that affect millions of human beings — solutions that
will require a mechanism for international cooperation.

The United Nations must remain the pivotal
instrument for States in dealing with new international
challenges to peace and security, such as terrorism;
hunger; poverty; violations of human rights that
continue to deprive millions of human beings of their
fundamental freedoms; the degradation of the
environment; organized transnational crime, including
drug trafficking; and HIV/AIDS.

The recent difficulties that the United Nations has
confronted in dealing with situations that have
seriously affected international security have exposed
the limitations of its structure and its operation. The
United Nations system must be urgently reformed and
adapted to the demands and challenges of the current
situation, which is characterized by globalization.

The main organs of the United Nations lack the
broad democratic character that they need in order to
express the will of the majority of the Members of the
Organization. Both categories of membership of the
Security Council should be expanded — on the basis of
equitable geographical representation — so as to
reflect the new international order.

In the past 50 years, humanity has made
important advances in the areas of science and
technology, economic development, medicine and
other fields, which have resulted in improved living
conditions and in an increase in the life expectancy of
vast segments of the world’s population, as well as in
the growth of the world’s material and even spiritual
wealth.

However, while some countries and continents
have shared in those gains, others continue to be
marginalized — overwhelmed by economic setbacks
that force a significant part of their population to live
below the poverty line.

The aspirations of such people to a world of
social justice and the full exercise of their economic
and social rights, including the right to development,
continue to be unfulfilled. In fact, the ranks of the poor
have not stopped growing: since 1990, the number of

poor people has been growing in sub-Saharan Africa,
Southern Asia and in Latin America and the Caribbean.

In the recent summit on hunger and poverty,
promoted by the President of Brazil, Lula da Silva,
world leaders highlighted the dramatic situation of
billions of human beings living mainly in developing
countries who are suffering from hunger, malnutrition
and diseases that are easily preventable.

This is a reprehensible picture, and we must
therefore make the eradication of hunger and poverty a
priority in our national policies and on the
Organization’s agenda. This dramatic situation could
rapidly be reversed by a greater commitment on the
part of the Governments of developing countries and a
stronger political will on the part of the richest
countries.

Furthermore, restrictions on international free
trade have contributed to a deterioration in the living
conditions of people in countries subjected to
restrictive economic measures, as is the case in Cuba.
We believe that such measures constitute an assault on
moral and humanitarian principles.

In spite of the efforts made by developing nations
to improve their economic performance and the
well-being of their populations, the practical results do
not measure up to the needs of the development
process. This is partly the result of the imposition on
developing countries of policies that do not take their
realities into account.

Some institutions and rich countries are
pressuring poor countries to follow the steps taken by
industrialized countries during their economic
development, alleging that developing countries will
develop faster because of the benefits resulting from
the implementation of policies that have in the past
yielded positive results.

Such guidelines do not come close to meeting the
development needs of poor countries. They fail to
place an emphasis on training institutions at the local
and national level; those institutions should, indeed,
serve as levers for development.

Wealthy nations have a moral responsibility to
foster a spirit of partnership, not of inequality and
dependence, so as to contribute to the development of
the less affluent countries and to the establishment of
institutions capable of sustaining their integration into
the global economy.
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The existing economic disparities between the
wealthy countries of the North and the developing
countries of the South is not the result of choice on the
part of the latter. The enrichment of the industrialized
world has been achieved at the expense of the
impoverishment of the Third World through the
rampant exploitation of its natural resources and
workforce and the imposition of a system of
occupation and dominance.

Today, our countries and peoples are still
suffering as a result of those policies of exploitation
and subjugation, which in some cases have been
worsened by internal conflicts that came about after the
end of the period of foreign dominance.

It appears to us at times that the international
financial institutions and the rich countries deliberately
minimize those facts. From our point of view, the
extensive hesitation with respect to financial assistance
to developing countries is unjustified. Furthermore,
some of the imposed preconditions seem to be a
response more to political interests rather than to the
requirements of sustainable economic development.

We had until recently called on this body and on
the international community to support the restoration
of peace in Angola. That long-sought peace has finally
arrived and it has proved to be irreversible.

The success of the peace process ushered in a
new phase: the laying of the political groundwork for
the construction of a new society, one based on the rule
of law, tolerance, a market economy, and the existence
of a vibrant civil society. In addition to that political
process, my Government is engaged in economic
reform, which is a contributing factor to economic and
social stability. Were it not for the tremendous,
simultaneous challenges that we have had to face, that
process could have been faster.

So far, the Angolan Government has been
tackling alone the task of national reconstruction. That
task involves the rehabilitation of social and productive
infrastructures, which were almost totally destroyed by
the armed conflict; the social reintegration of nearly
100,000 former combatants and their families; the
resettlement of more than 4 million internally displaced
persons and more than 400,000 refugees; and a far-
reaching effort to reduce the poverty that afflicts most
of the population. This very difficult task can be
successful only with the full participation of the
international community.

The reservations expressed by certain
international donors in terms of providing assistance to
Angola — overlooking the fact that the internal
conflict was quite lengthy and destructive, that it
absorbed a large part of the country’s financial, human
and materials resources, and that it disrupted the
country — can be justified only by a lack of political
will.

The reconstruction of Angola urgently requires
partnerships and substantial support comparable to the
assistance given to other countries in post-conflict
situations.

As a country that is rejoicing in the peace and
freedom for which it fought for 40 years, Angola is
concerned with the instability in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo, a country that shares an
extensive land border with Angola, and with which we
have fraternal ties. We were particularly shocked by
the massacres of civilians in Gatumba. The
perpetrators of that heinous act, who provoked a new
escalation of violence in order to make the peace
process unworkable, must be held judicially
accountable. That act makes clear, inter alia, that,
despite the significant efforts made in the context of
the peace process in the Democratic Republic of the
Congo, the situation is still quite fragile.

The international community, particularly the
Security Council and the African Union, must devote
special and ongoing attention to this issue in order to
avoid a collapse of the process.

In that context, subregional organizations, the
countries of the region and other bodies involved in the
pursuit of lasting peace in that country must cooperate,
with a view to encouraging the Congolese parties to
meet their commitments under the transitional process.

It is crucial that all the countries neighbouring the
Democratic Republic of the Congo reiterate their
commitment to continue to respect the sovereignty and
territorial integrity of the country and not to interfere
in its internal affairs.

The Transitional Government of the Democratic
Republic of the Congo needs the support of the
international community. My Government is willing, to
the extent of its ability, to supply the necessary
assistance in the process of the consolidation of peace
and stability in that country.
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The crisis in Darfur is a thorn in the international
juridical conscience. Angola supports the decision of
the Secretary-General to authorize an investigation. We
hope that the authorities of the Sudan will fully
cooperate with the African Union and the Security
Council in their efforts to help bring peace to the
people of that region. We believe that there now exists
a solid basis for resolving that conflict.

Having in the past been a victim of terrorism,
Angola cannot be indifferent to acts of terrorism,
wherever they may happen. The acts of terrorism we
have witnessed in recent times, and the vile and cruel
form they have taken, should not discourage the efforts
that the international community has been making to
root out their perpetrators, but should instead increase
its determination to isolate terrorist groups and stymie
their efforts.

We believe, however, that we should reflect
further on ways to prevent and combat terrorism. Have
the methods used to date been effective in eradicating
terrorism? Is the current system of collective security
capable of coping with the aggressiveness of the
terrorists? Would responses to terrorism based on the
multilateral efforts of the United Nations be less
effective?

The Acting President (spoke in French): We
have heard the last speaker in the debate for this
meeting.

I call on the representative of Haiti, who has
asked to speak in exercise of the right of reply.

May I remind members that statements in
exercise of the right of reply are limited to 10 minutes
for the first intervention and to five minutes for the
second and should be made by delegations from their
seats.

I call on the representative of Haiti.

Mr. Merores (Haiti) (spoke in French): In his
statement before the General Assembly this morning,
The Honourable Ralph Gonsalves, Prime Minister of
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, presented an
overview of the political situation in Haiti that,
unfortunately, does not reflect the realities of my
country.

As such, in accordance with rule 115 of the rules
of procedure of the General Assembly, my delegation
intends to exercise its right of reply to provide a better

clarification, without entering into a useless debate
with this sister nation of the Caribbean.

Prime Minister Gonsalves referred to an
interruption of the democratic process in Haiti
beginning on 28 February 2004. In that regard, I should
draw to the Assembly’s attention the fact that,
following the presidential vacancy duly noted on
29 February 2004, and in conformity with article 149
of the Haitian Constitution of 1987, The Honourable
Boniface Alexandre, in his capacity as President of the
Supreme Court, was sworn in as interim President of
the Republic.

Here, I should recall that that presidential
vacancy had been created by the departure of former
President Aristide, who, faced with the threat
represented by — as he believed — his own supporters
and a situation that he could no longer control,
requested the assistance of a third nation to help him
leave the country. The void thus created was duly noted
by the United Nations and by the Organization of
American States during discussions in which Saint
Vincent and the Grenadines participated. And, in the
light of that state of affairs, a consensus
Government — whose formation saw the participation
of all of the country’s actors, including the supporters
of the Lavalas party — was established, with the
mandate of organizing free and credible elections in
2005.

Two days ago, before the Assembly, the Haitian
head of State solemnly reiterated that commitment in
the following terms:

“The democratic process has begun. Political
parties are forming, and others are re-organizing
themselves. A constant and fruitful dialogue has
begun between the authorities of the State, the
political class and civil society organizations in
the country.” (A/59/PV.6)

Later in the same statement, he said:

“General elections will be organized in 2005. The
Government resolutely supports this process, and,
on 7 February 2006, I must and will hand power
over to a democratically elected President.”

The Republic of Haiti has thus remained
committed to Security Council resolutions 1529 (2004)
and 1542 (2004), which created, respectively, the
Multinational Interim Force and the United Nations
Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH). In our
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view, those texts better reflect Haitian realities and are
useful tools to improve the lot of the Haitian people.

The provisional Government is deeply attached to
the principles of respect for human rights and respect
for human dignity, which are imperative in the
functioning of any democratic State. The Government
is working, with international cooperation, to
strengthen State institutions, particularly the judicial
system. Unfortunately, the Government of Saint
Vincent and the Grenadines has portrayed the Haitian
Government in a negative light following a popular
verdict in which no member of the Government had to
intervene and which was in conformity with the
country’s Constitution and laws.

I should like to recall that the judicial branch in
Haiti is a State organ that acts completely
independently of the executive branch. His Excellency
the President of the Republic of Haiti clearly recalled
that in the following terms:

“The necessary reform of the Haitian
judicial system is clearly an imperative. But it is
fundamentally unjust to blame the present
Government for brazen interference in judiciary
proceedings or to systematically bleed
magistrates and the civil servants in charge of
establishing the law.

“The Government of Haiti is extremely
sensitive to the comments and remarks of its

friends and partners with whom it is cooperating
in all fields of political, economic and social
governance; but it refuses to be associated with or
connected to decisions that involve only one
organ of the State, which acted completely
independently, even if those decisions might raise
certain questions.” (A/59/PV.6)

Therefore, the Haitian Government deplores the
statement of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, which
comes at a time when Haiti — working together with
the international community, particularly
MINUSTAH — has undertaken efforts to promote
political stabilization and to provide assistance to the
victims of the recent natural disaster that engulfed the
country. I should like to take this opportunity to thank
the many friendly countries and humanitarian
organizations involved in that process. But we deeply
regret this unfortunate statement, which could harm
those efforts and could unfortunately be interpreted as
an endorsement of the violence and insecurity that
persist in certain areas of the country.

The Acting President (spoke in French): I call
on the representative of Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines on a point of order.

Mr. Daniel (Saint Vincent and the Grenadines):
The delegation of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
would like to exercise its right to reply to the statement
made by the previous speaker at a later date.

The meeting rose at 9.10 p.m.


