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Organization of the work of the Third Committee

Note by the Secretariat

Allocation of items

1. The agenda items allocated by the General Assembly to the Third Committee
are listed in the letter from the President of the Assembly to the Chairperson of the
Third Committee (to be issued as A/C.3/59/1). Background information on those
items may be found in the annotations to the agenda (A/59/100).

Programme of work

2. The draft programme of work (see annex) has been prepared bearing in mind
paragraph (b) of rule 99 of the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, the
organizational arrangements agreed upon by the Assembly at the outset of its current
session (to be issued in A/59/250), relevant resolutions and decisions adopted by the
Assembly on the rationalization of its work and that of the Third Committee and the
availability of documentation, as well as past experience in the utilization of
conference services.

Question time and interactive dialogues and debates

3. In accordance with the established practice of the Committee and pursuant to
paragraphs 3 (c) and (d) of the annex to General Assembly resolution 58/316 of
1 July 2004, immediately following the introduction of reports by executive heads
and senior members of the Secretariat at the beginning of each debate, interactive
debates and question time will be held with heads of departments and offices,
representatives of the Secretary-General and special rapporteurs as part of the
formal proceedings. Delegations are invited to participate actively in these dialogues
with questions and comments in an unscripted format. They are requested to
withhold their prepared statements for the Committee’s official debates immediately
following the dialogues.



2

A/C.3/59/L.1

Statements

4. In accordance with the established practice of the Committee, statements made
during the general discussion under each agenda will be limited to 7 minutes, and to
15 minutes for statements made on behalf of a group of delegations. Statements of
Secretariat officials will be limited to 7 minutes, with the exception of oral reports.

5. Under agenda item 107, “Human rights questions”, delegations may make one
statement under sub-item (a) and one statement under sub-item (d), which are to be
discussed sequentially. Delegations may make up to two statements under sub-items
(b), (c) and (e), which are to be considered jointly; however, two statements cannot
be made under the same sub-item.

6. In accordance with the decision of the General Assembly, delegations should
exercise their right of reply at the end of the day whenever two meetings have been
scheduled for the consideration of the relevant agenda item on that day, or at the
conclusion of the consideration of the item, if that is sooner. The first statement
should be limited to 5 minutes and the second, if any, to 3 minutes.

List of documents

7. Attention is drawn to the documents submitted under each of the agenda items
allocated to the Third Committee (see annex).

Conference facilities and meetings arrangements

8. Unless otherwise specified, meetings will be held at 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. The
General Assembly has reminded delegations that punctuality is of the utmost
importance for ensuring an effective and orderly organization of work and achieving
economies for the United Nations. As decided by the Assembly, the requirement that
at least one quarter of the members of the Committee must be present to declare a
meeting open and permit the debate to proceed has been waived.

Report of the Economic and Social Council

9. Pursuant to paragraph 4 (c) of the annex to General Assembly resolution
58/316, the item entitled “Report of the Economic and Social Council” shall be
considered in its entirety in plenary.

Conclusion of the work of the Committee

10. Bearing in mind the number of meetings allocated to the Third Committee, a
proposed target date of 24 November has been set for the conclusion of its work.
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