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International Year of the Child: plans and action to
improve the situation of children in the world, par-
ticularly in the developing countries (concluded)

1. The PRESIDENT: I call first on the representative of
Norway, to introduce draft resolution A/34/L.4/Rev.2.

2. Mr. TREHOLT (Norway): I have the honour, on
behalf of the sponsors, of introducing the revised draft
resolution on the International Year of the Child, con-
tained in document A/34/L.4/Rev.2. It is sponsored by
66 countries.

3. In this year’s draft resolution the main emphasis is
on the follow-up activities of the International Year of
the Child. The preambular part makes reference to the
situation of children in a wider perspective. In the sec-
ond to the fiftk preambular paragraphs, previous
resolutions on the International Year of the Child and
related questions are recalled. The need of children for a
harmonious and healthy environment from the time of
birth onwards is noted in the sixth preambular
paragraph. At the same time, it is recognized that the
link between programmes benefiting children and the
observance of their rights is not only important to the
children themselves, but it is also part of a broader and
more comprehensive framework of over-all economic
and social development. Preparation of the younger
generation is essential for sustained economic progress.
The observance of the Year can therefore be considered
as a step towards the attainment of the goals of the New
International Economic Order. This is reflected in the
first, eighth and ninth preambular paragraphs. The
response to the International Year of the Child has been
world-wide, as shown by the debate in the plenary
meetings of the Assembly, and, while recognizing this
fact in the tenth preambular paragraph, we want to em-
phasize that the activities generated and the new
perspectives opened up by the Year must be followed up
by appropriate action, as stated in the thirteenth pream-
bular paragraph. In the eleventh preambular paragraph,
there is a reference to the conclusions and recommenda-
tions of the International Seminar on Children under
Apartheid, held this summer under the auspices of
UNESCO. This paragraph is identical to the first
Nigerian amendment in document A/34/L.5.

ments are urged te consolidate and build further on the
results of the Year by measures such as planning of pro-
grammes and services benefiting children, further iden-
tifying the needs of their children and setting specific
national targets and goals for meeting the needs of
children.

5. Operative paragraph 5 requests Governments and
organizations to develop special programmes of
assistance to the children oppressed by the inhuman
policy of apartheid. This paragraph is identical with the
second Nigerian amendment in document A/34/L.5.

6. Governments and organizations providing assis-
tance to developing countries are urged, in operative
paragraph 6, to increase the flow of such assistance. In
operative paragraph 7, the importance of long-term
plans and action to improve the situation of children,
especially in the developing countries, is stressed.

7. In operative paragraph 8, we designate UNICEF as
the lead agency with the responsibility of co-ordinating
the follow-up activities of the Year, in consultation with
the Director-General for Development and Interna-
tional Economic Co-operation. At the same time, it is
noted in operative paragraph 9 that UNICEF itself will
consider the scope of its co-operation with countries as a
follow-up of the Year. The non-governmental organiza-
tions, which have also played an important role during
the Year, are, in operative paragraph 11, invited to ex-
pand their programmes related to children.

8. We are aware that a wide range of activities have
taken place in Member States during 1979 and that some
time is still needed in order to evaluate their impact. In
operative paragraph 10, we have provided for the
possibility of such an exchange of experience between
Governments as well as organs and organizations of the
United Nations system through the Secretary-General,
who will give an oral report on this matter to the thirty-
fifth session of the Assembly.

9. In the last operative paragraph, the Preparatory
Committee for the New International Development
Strategy is requested to take into account the need of
children in elaborating its goals and objectives. This will
help to ensure that the interests of children are being
safeguarded in the years to come.

10. In commending the draft resolution on the Inter-
national Year of the Child to this Assembly, I should
like to express our belief that it will be possible to adopt
it by consensus.

11. Mrs. BEHI (Somalia): The positive response of
many Member States to the proclamation of 1979 as the
International Year of the Child has been clearly
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demonstrated in the course of this debate, and we have
had gratifying evidence of the importance given by the
world community to the objectives of this International
Year.

12. In placing the child at the centre of international
attention in 1979, we are rightly considering children
not only as individuals with special needs that cali for
our concern in today’s world, but also as a precious
resource which is our legacy to the world of tomorrow.

13. There seems to be no lack of conviction in the in-
ternational community about the need for each State to
provide a framework for advocacy on behalf of its
children. However, the success of the International Year
will depend on our ability to translate noble sentiments
into concrete and sustained action.

14. In third-world countries, where areas of develop-
ment relevant to the needs of children—for example
health, nutrition, sanitation and education— are already
important elements of their national planning, it will be
necessary to expand these areas and emphasize their
relationship to the goals of the Irternational Year of the
Child. The developed countries, which may have to deal
less with problems of poverty than with socio-psycho-
logical problems, can provide valuable external
assistance to help the developing countries, particularly
the least developed, provide essential services for as
many children as possible.

15. The Secretary-General’s report on the Interna-
- tional Year of the Child {4/34/452 and Add.I] points
out that many of the deveioped countries appear to be
waiting for a clearer identification of the needs of
developing countries before making specific com-
mitments. Since the present debate is an action-oriented
one in which countries have the opportunity to outline
their problems and needs, my delegation hopes that our
discussions will provide a practical basis for the
mobilization of the financial resources necessary for
carrying out programmes to improve the well-being of
our children. Assistance can, of course, t ¢ given directly
through specific United Nations agencies or through the
Fund for th= International Year of the Child.

16. In my country—the Somali Democratic Repub-
lic—we have made a strong effort to evaluate our
policies for children and to devise programmes for their
benefit. Our National Commission for the International
Year of the Child is headed by President Mohammed
Siad Barre, and is composed of representatives of
Government Ministries and of national organizations of
a social or charitable nature. We have set up a number
of »ational objectives and have drawn up programmes
to Lelp us achieve these objectives. We are attempting,
for example, to increase public awareness of the needs
of children through various media campaigns and
events. In the field of health we are deiermined to
reduce the mortality of infants and mothers through
vaccination campaigns, through increased provision of
maternal and child health centres and through
dissemination of information on nutrition.

17. Education is, of course, a major component of na-
tional planning for the needs of children. In the context
of the International Year of the Child we are seeking to
implement compulsory elementary education in rural
and nomad areas, and we are expanding school con-
struction in all areas of the country. In addition, we are

making legal and administrative provisions to deal with
underprivileged children, those with physical disabilities
and those confronted with difficult social problems. Ex-
amples of such provisions are the establishment of
children’s courts in local districts, the extension of
revolutionary youth centres and the enactment of
legislation declaring the employment of under-age
children illegal.

18. Somalia’s firm belief in the importance of its
children and its dedication to their welfare and socio-
psychological development was strongly reaffirmed by
President Barre earlier this year when he said that in
every progressive society the young people are the most
dynamic force, germinating the seeds of nationalism
and providing the leaders of tomorrow. Supported by
this philosophy we are achieving many of our goals.
However, our efforts in all the directions I have men-
tioned have been greatly complicated by the fact that
our society is largely nomadic.

19. Two other factors which have placed restraints on
our development capabilities have been, first. the
drought, which devastated our country five years ago,
necessitating a vast resettlement scheme and, secondly,
the influx into our country of approximately 1 million
refugees —many of them children —as a result of the re-
cent conflict in the Horn of Africa. Among the prob-
lems attending the resettlement of nomads in agri-
cultural and farming communities was the redirection of
the energies of children accustomed to the nomadic life.
One of our solutions was the creation of children’s
organizations at the community level called “Flowers of
the Revolution”, which encouraged children to par-
ticipate in self-help schemes and fostered creative ex-
pression through Somali music and dance.

20. With regard to the refugees, we have done our ut-
most to provide for their basic needs, to ensure that they
do not become second-class citizens and to integrate
them into our society, if they so desire. As stated in the
addendum to the Secretary-General’s report, our vac-
cination campaigns for children have been carried out in
all the refugee camps and we are preparing national
refugee legislation which will benefit refugee children,
in accordance with the relevant international conven-
tions. But it can be readily understood that an in-
supportable burden has been placed on our country,
which is one of the least developed. We hope that the
plight of the refugees will be seen as an international
responsibility and that either directly or through the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees—
which has already been of great assistance —the situa-
tion of these unfortunate neople can be improved.

21. I have outlined Somalia’s national policies and
programmes for its children both in the general context
of development and in that of the International Year of
the Child. My delegation believes that attention must be
also paid to the internationa! conditions which members
of ire world community are establishing for the world’s
clildren. We support, first of all, the initiatives being
developed by the Commission or fluman Rights for an
international convention on the rights of the child, but
those rights may never be enjoyed if policies of short-
term material benefit lead .. t) bequeath polluted air,
oceans and environments tc  'r children. Furthermore,
our efforts to provide for che nurturing and proper
development of children seem almost irrelevant when
we consider the billions of dollars spent on armaments
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and recall that we live under the shadow of a nuclear
holocaust,

22. I wish at this juncture to express the deep apprecia-
tion and gratitude of the Somali children, peoples and
Government and of the refugees to UNICEF and its Ex-
ecutive Director for their untiring efforts and assistance
towards the alleviation of the many problems besetting

children in our part of the world. Our thanks also goto

FAO, WHO and UNESCO, which have all played, and
continue to play, a vital role in the fight against disease,
malnutrition and illiteracy among children and mothers
in our country.

23. Like the framers of the United Nations Charter,
we must recognize our obligations with regard to ‘“‘suc-
ceeding generations”’. Like the framers of the Charter,
we must reaffirm faith in the dignity and worth of the
human person, and surely the most important bene-
ficiaries of this faith must be our children. Finally,
Somalia would have liked to become a sponsor of draft
resolution A/34/L.4/Rev.2.

24. Mr. BASTIAN (Sri Lanka): The Sri Lanka delega-
tion deems it an honour and privilege to participate in
the debate on‘the International Year of the Child, i.e.,
on plans and action to improve the situation of children
in the world, particularly in the developing countries.
From the time the idea of observing a pa:ticular year as
the International Year of the Child was mooted in
UNICEF in 1974, Sri Lanka has taken a keen interest in
evolving the programme of the Year with a view to giv-
ing it a practical slant that would be of direct benefit to
the child, narticularly the deprived child. The main ob-
jective ~f the Year has been to encourage a significant
rise in the leve! of services that can be of immediate and
relevant benefit to the child and ensuring that such ser-
vices are maintained on a permanent basis. Although
the emphasis is on the child in the developing countries,
the International Year of the Child was envisaged as
concerning itself with all children throughout the world,
and designed to mobilize support for national and local
action programmes that are specifically adapted to each
country’s conditions, needs and priorities. It was sought
to achieve such programmes by making a conscious ef-
fort at both international and national levels for the
provision of services that would benefit the child in
developing countries. Government support, forthcom-
ing in the first instance, was recognized as being not the
only method by which such services were to be pro-
vided, Voluntary participation by individuals, national
organizations and non-governmental organizations was
aﬁl bé%ul%ht into the proposed observance of the Year of
the Child.

25. In this context, we regard the report of the
Secretary-General of 3 October 1979 [A/34/452),
transmitting the report of the Executive Director of
UNICEF as a document of prime importance. The em-
phasis of General Assembly resolution 33/83 of 15
December 1978 that the report should be comprehensive
and action-oriented has, to "= gratification of the Sri
Lanka delegation, been borii- in mind. We wish to con-
gratulate the Executive Director of UNICEF on the
manner in which the report has been compiled and for
the advice and directions that have been recommendea
to national Governments in assessing the efforts that
have so far been made to study the situation and needs
of the children in their countries and in deciding, as
paragraph 7 of the report states, ‘‘as a result, what

future policies, programmes or other actions these
Governments intend to take on behalf of their children
during their next plan period or the decade 1980-1990°°.

26. The Sri Lanka delegation proposes to outline
briefly the experience that its Government has gained so
far in the International Year of the Child and also to
describe the action-oriented programmes that have been
devised for the development of tlie child in Sri Lanka.
In the first place, in pursuance of the suggestion made
by UNICEF, a Sri Lanka International Year of the
Child secretariat was set up in November 1977. It is not
without significance that the Government decided that
the secretariat should be part of thé Ministry of Plan
Implementation, whose Minister is the President of Sri
Lanka himself. The central committee of the secretariat
consists of the executive heads of the ministries directly
concerned with the welfare of children, namely, the
ministries of education, health, social services and
cultural affairs, among others. The chairman of the
secretariat appropriately is the head of the Ministry of
Plan Implementation, and he is assisted by a full-time
execntive secretary of the s-cretariat. In order to obtain
the fullest possible co-operation of all sectors of the
people of Sri Lanka, a committee of non-governmental
organizations and a panel of experts act as advisors to
the secretariat.

27. The work of the secretariat for the International
Year of the Child in Sri Lanka has been enhanced by the
keen and active interest of His Excellency President J.
R. Jayewardene, who persuaded Mrs. Jayewardene to
be the patron of the secretariat. In addition, the Presi-
dent has demonstrated his abiding interest in this vital
subject by issuing a special message in his capacity as
Head of State welcoming and endorsing the aims and
objectives of the International Year of the Child. That
the observance of this Year is timely and has helped Sri
Lanka to focus attention on the needs of the child as an
essential part of the socio-economic development of Sri
Lanka is reflected in his words:

““We are aware of the vital link between social
development and the welfare of children and, al-
though Sri Lanka has achieved relatively high literacy
rates and long life-expectancy, further progress in the
situation of our young generation is necessary to
achieve the goals of our nation.’’

28. As we are all aware, in Sri Lanka as in many other
developing countries, UNICEF has been playing an ac-
tive and purposeful role. It is, therefore, not out of
place for the Sri Lanka delegation to pay its own tribute
to the indefatigable workers in UNICEF who have in a
practical and tangible manner been operating in Sri
Lanka, not only in the context of the Year of the Child,
but from as early as 1952. No doubt all these efforts
have been crystallized, as it were, in this Year of the
Child. From the time that UNICEF began its operations
in Sri Lanka in 1952, programmes totalling $6 million in
the fields of health, nutrition, education, child care and
water supply have been undertaken by UNICEF in Sri
Lanka, When we take into account that almost 40 per
cent of the population in Sri Lanka is below 15 years of
age and that half of this percentage is below § years of
age, it will be seen how UNICEF has participated in the
pioneerin task of the Government of Sri Lanka. Much
remains o be done and we are of the view that the Inter-
national Year of the Child that we are now observing is
truly an opportune time to focus on the need to apprise
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the public of what has been done and what more re-
mains to be accomplished in Sri Lanka.

29. The International Year of the Child secretariat in
Sri Lanka, taking advantage of the fact that the relevant
ministries are represented on its central committee, has
been able to set down in this significant year the
priorities and the tasks that should be embarked upon
not only in the present year but in the years to come as
well. His Excellency President Jayewardene himself, as
he has pointed out in his message, drew attention to the
rights of the child when he said: *“ . . .one fundamental
and long-term measure is the protection of the rights of
the child”’. In seeking to define these rights, we in Sri
Lanka are in the process of preparing not only a
children’s charter but, significantly enough, along with
it, a parents’ charter. This parents’ charter envisages a
vital role for parents to help them develop the child’s
character. The children’s charter will make provision
for children to grow up in an atmosphere that will create
wholesome attitudes, habits and interests. Special atten-
tion is paid to disadvantaged children in need of care,
protection or rehabilitation. The children’s charter also
looks to the future; all children and young persons will
be given every opportunity to gain access to all avenues
that will enable them to express their personalities and
to utilize to the maximum their inborn skills and
capabilities. When these opportunities are made avail-
able to them, the children will, in time, be able to par-
ticipate more fully in the work of national development
and thus contribute to the welfare and prosperity of Sri
Lanka. The Sri Lanka Government firmly believes that
development and the welfare of children go hand in
hand for the betterment of our people.

30. I take this opportunity to outline in this debate the
specific programmes that have been initiated and are
now under implementation by the Government of Sri
Lanka for the children of Sri Lanka. I do so because this
debate is the outcome of the ‘‘comprehensive and
action-oriented’”’ approach that the General Assembly
resolution of last year called for. It is our hope that the
account I have given so far is comprehensive. This latter
part of my contribution is to refer to the concrete action
taken in Sri Lanka. Thanks to assistance being provided
by UNICEF, 2,500 small schools are being supplied
with basic necessities. With assistance from various
sources in addition to our own resources, we provide all
school children with a free midday meal. This is in addi-
tion to the free education scheme that ensures that
education from the kindergarten to the university is
made available to all children irrespective of the level of
income of the parents. Thus, one of the highest rates of
literacy yet achieved in the world has been due to the ef-
forts of Sri Lanka, made possible by utilizing a greater
part of our limited resources for the benefit of our
children.

31. The International Year of the Child has focused
attention on the libraries that local government bodies
in Sri Lanka operate. It is now compulsory for the 25
such libraries that exist to have children’s sections. In
the cultural field, 17 May 1979 was observed by the
Ministry of Education’s organizing children’s festivities
in all schools.

32. Non-governmental organizations in Sri Lanka
have been provided the opportuniiy to advise the
secretariat of activities of their own devoted to the
welfare of the children and also to promote such ac-
tivities. The fields on which they are concentrating are

the rehabilitation of the mentally retarded and the
physically handicapped, both in rural and urban areas,
and opportunities for children to discover their creative
abilities in art, drama and poeiry.

33. It would not be out of place for me to refer to one
more organization that has taken a deep and abiding in-
terest in making its own contribution to the Interna-
tional Year of the Child in Sri Lanka. I refer to the proj-
ects that the Save the Children Fund has undertaken in
Sri Lanka. This Fund set up an advisory committee in
1978 to select a site and to make a base-line study in Sri
Lanka and in March 1979, as a result of that study, the
major problems and needs of a particular area were
identified. Diseases consequent upon insufficient sanita-
tion, unhygienic water supply, and inadequate latrines
and garbage disposal are being tackled. The Save the
Children Fund is providing technical assistance in these
and related fields. Further projects are also being exam-
ined. We are indeed grateful to the Save the Children
Fund for the effective and timely assistance being given
to the welfare of the child in Sri Lanka.

34. These are the major areas in which the secretariat
of the International Year of the Child in Sri Lanka is ac-
tively engaged. We are grateful to that body for pro-
viding this opportunity for us in Sri Lanka to spotlight
and to create the climate specifically suited to the
development of the child in Sri Lanka. It is our hope
that the momentum generated in this Year of the Child
will be carried forward in the years to come and that
with the able and active assistance of UNICEF we shall
make ever more progress for the benefit and welfare of
the child, who is, after all, the citizen of tomorrow. We
have no doubt that these principles which are being in-
stilled into the child of today will become a part and
parcel of the legacy of our country.

35. Mr. SALLAH (Gambia): Mr. President, since my
Minister waived his right to speak during the general
debate and therefore could not congratulate you from
this rostrum, it now devolves on me to extend to you on
behalf of the Gambian delegation sincere congratula-
tion on your unanimous election to the high office of
President of the thirty-fourth session of the Assembly.
Your election, Mr. President, is a well-deserved tribute
to you personally and a testimony to the skill, industry
and discipline of your great country and people. The
United Republic of Tanzania has always playsd and
continues to play a vital role in the promotion of the
aspirations of the peoples of Africa, of the third world
and, indeed, of the world at large. With your wide ex-
perience, dedication and fairness, you will no doubt
guide the proceedings of this Assembly to a successful
conclusion. I can assure you, Mr. President, that during
your tenure of office, as always, discipline and co-
operation will accompany the acts of every member of
my delegation.

36. There is no doubt that the Internationsl Year of
the Child has inspired new initiatives to give meaning to
the rights of the child, and to protect children against all
forms of neglect, cruelty and exploitation. But we must
now be more vigilant as the International Year of the
Child comes to an end to see to it that the new gains, the
new perspectives and increased awareness of the univer-
sality of children’s needs do not fade away with the pass-
ing of 1979,

37. The conditions of deprivation, abuse and neglect
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of children that the international community has
recognized in 1979 will disappear, provided that the
commitments made in the International Year of the
Child are fully implemented by all of us. My Govern-
ment recognizes that women represent a vital force in
enhancing the welfare of the child. We also recognize
that women deprived of their civil, cultural, economic
and social rights cannot effectively enhance the welfare
of any child.

38. We in the developing world are aware of the fact
that we cannot enhance thc welfare of our children
without sustained progress in our national development
programmes. It is for this reason that my Government is
vigorously involved in the implementation of several
programmies which will not only contribute to our socio-
economic development, but will also particularly
enhance the well-being of all children in the Gambia.

39. The health and nutrition status of the population
of the Gambia resembles that of most West African
countries: it is characterized by a vicious cycle of
malnutrition and a high incidence of diarrhoea,
parasitic and infectious diseases resulting in exceedingly
high infant and child mortality. Most diseases causing
sickness, disability and death affect children and
mothers. With mothers and children forming the ma-
jority of the population, the establishment of health
programmes aimed at meeting the basic needs of the
child is a priority of the Gambia Government.

40. Nationwide immunization activities have been
organized in the past in vaccination campaigns against
measles and smallpox. Immunization is an important
tool in the control of whooping cough, measles, tetanus,
smallpox, tuberculosis, diphtheria and polio. Some im-
munization has been carried out in the maternal and
child health clinics, and it is proposed to increase vac-
cination work in those clinics.

41. It is the Gambia Government’s policy to create a
fully integrated referral system within reasonable reach
of the whole population by sttengthening existing health
infrastructure. The proposed maternal child health
schemg involves reorganization and additions to existing
health facilities. The aim is to offer combined mother
and child clinics, in place of the separate sessions, thus
widening the scopg and coverage of the programme and
standardizing activities.

42. The maternal and child health objectives are as
follows: first, to improve and strengthen maternal and
child health activities, extending these to cover 85 per
cent of pregnant women and children under five, by
1985; secondly, to immunize all those attending clinics
according to standard schedules; thirdly, to standardize
activities according to methods tested in pilot areas;
fourthly, to incorporate the maternal and child health
programme into the basic health services; and fifthly, to
reduce maternal and child mortality by 50 per cent.

43. Of about 30,000 children born in the Gambia
about 8,000 are delivered in institutions by trained mid-
wives. However, the majority of deliveries, especially in
the rural areas, are carried out by traditional birth at-
tendants who have little or no training in the care of the
pregnant woman during labour and delivery. There is an
urgent need to identify and train the traditional birth at-
tendants in safe methods of labour and delivery. A na-

tionwide training of traditional birth attendants will
begin in March 1980 under the sponsorship of UNICEF.

44, The objective of the water based sanitation and
health education programme is to improve the over-all
health status of the population, particularly mothers
and: children, through an integrated, preventive and
primarily educational approach. Emphasis will be
placed, in the first instance, on the reduction in the in-
cidence of water-borne diseases, but will expand to in-
clude such elements in the over-all village health strategy
?s saniaation and hygiene, child care, nutrition and basic
irst aid.

45. This project has already begun. Its foundation will
be an exhaustive survey of the project areas’ current
health and sanitation status.

46. The introduction of day-care centres is of com-
paratively recent origin. These are institutions for the
care of healthy children who cannot be looked after in
their own homes for several hours of the day. They are
not substitutes for family care; they supplement it. Day-
care centres should never be thought of merely as places
for mothers to leave their children when they go to
work. The early years of life are the most formative and
without proper stimulation in this period, a child may
suffer lasting mental and psychofogical trauma. Among
the various functions of the day-care centre clinics, the
most important is regular supervision of the health and
growth of the chiid.

47. On the subject of education, Gambia has recently
introduced a system of free but non-compulsory
primary education which is already in effect. The
ultimate aim is eventually to introduce free compulsory
primary education as soon as sufficient accommodation
and staff are available.

48. The school feeding programme exists in a number
of primary and secondary schoo!s in the country where
cooking facilities are available. Our main objective is to
extend this programme to all schools in the country in
order to combat malnutrition and improve the health of
our children, particularly those in the rural areas.

49. The programmes I have mentioned are only a few
of many such programmes, which are in direct response
to the challenge we post ourselves by declaring 1979 the
International Year of the Child.

50. Gambia shares the view that undernourished
children cannot absorb education, and that emotional
deprivation in children can have far-reaching conse-
quences which a1z as damaging as those resulting from
physical deprivation. In this regard, therefore, my
delegation feels compelled to draw attention to the fact
that while we celebrate the International Year of the
Child, the black children of South Africa, because of
apartheid, continue to be subjected to rampant
malnutrition, high infant mortality and inadequate
social and welfare services.

51. Tne challenge for action to ensure that children
receive a higher national priority, in terms of planning,
the allocation of resources, and operational pro-
gramimes and services must be faced with a concomitant
pledge to carry on the children’s struggle against apart-
heid. The international community must remember that
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apartheid in its lowest manifestations encourages the
persistence of malnutrition through its deliberate food
and nutrition policies, which serve white children and
deprive black children. It also increases infant mortality
by its failure to provide primary health care measures in
the urban townships of Soweto. It militates against the
survival and sound development of the black children of
South Africa by denying them better maternal and child
health care, and day care; and, it totally disregards the
need to intensify the campaign of immunization against
preventable diseases.

52. The South African Government, with its racist
policies, must be subjected to more vigorous interna-
tional pressures from the entire world community,
because we believe that all children, black or white, have
the same fundamental rights to a basic education that is
relevant to their lives, more and better housing, par-
ticularly in the poorest sections of the community, and
more effective measures that will protect them from ex-
ploitation as workers, from child abuse and refugee
camp conditions.

53. While special efforts would need to be made to in-
crease assistance to children in the developing countries

through UNICEF and other channels, it is morally in-

cumbent upon us also to use economic leverage to fur-
ther enhance the welfare of black children in South
Africa. The measures that need to be utilized to give
these children hope for a better future are within easy
reach. It is a question of will and commitment to the
fact that children have rights to health, education and
protection from all kinds of abuses, especially those that
have been institutionalized.

54. The International Year of the Child has brought
joy to many children in those countries where it has
been observed. It is to the few who have not been touch-
ed by the new endeavours that the international com-
munity must rededicate igs commitments.

55. My delegation will always be guided by spirit of
the following words and I quote:

“, . . the child’s vision of the world, its laughter,
innocence, spontaneity, candour and undulled sense
of wonder and curiosity bring to each generation a
renewed hope in the future.”

56. Mr. DERESSA (Ethiopia): Mr. President, first
may I express once again the happiness of my delegation
at your election to the high office of President of the
General Assembly? -

57. Children invoke our deepest sentiments because
they truly reflect the basic goodness in nature. They
command our affection because they represent simplici-
ty, innocence, duty, the future, and indeed all the most
basic aspirations of human beings. That is why con-
sideration of this item on our agenda has been so emo-
tionally charged, stimulating, enthusiastic, coherent and
even poetic.

58. Moreover, the child is important not only for sen-
timental and altruistic reasons, but also for practical
reasons that & > relevant to our work here. Today’s
children are the bricks with which the very structure of
tomorrow’s human society and the new international
political, economic and social order will be built. The
healthier and the stronger these bricks of the social
edifice are and the sounder the structure of human
society, the more secure man’s future will be. The
leaders, the workers, the soldiers and the diplomats of a
world that is earnestly striving to rid itself of conflicts
and the scourge of war will come from among the
children we are talking about today.

59. That is why I would venture to say that there is
hardly an item on the agenda of this Assembly that has
more relevance to the question of peace and war, which
is our primary concern here; to the well-being and pro-
gress of man, which are our most profound aspirations;
to freedom, justice, equality, peace and security, which
are our common objectives, than the item pertaining to
the needs of the children of the world.

60. The intrinsic link between the well-being of
children and the new international order which we are
all striving to establish is very clear indeed. That is why
the General Assembly three years ago proclaimed 1979
the International Year of the Child [resolution 31/169):
a year in which enhancement of our awareness of the
special needs of children has become the focal-point of
lacti\l/ities at both the national and the international
evel.

61. My delegation is particularly gratified to note that
the observance of the International Year of the Child
coincides with the first year of an intensive economic
and cultural development campaign going on in
Ethiopia. That is especially relevant and of particular
importance to us since we cannot view the well-being
and development of the child in isolation from the
general conditions of social existence. The social condi-
tions which existed under the decadent feudal order are
too well known to require description. In that regard, it
will be sufficient to point out that the country had been
kept in extreme backwardness for far too long.

62. The Ethiopian revolution thus inherited from the
feudal-bourgeois order of the past conditions of abject
poverty and extreme misery. It was a country in which
disease, famine, illiteracy and other social ills were ram-
pant, one in which the infant mortality rate was 247 per
thousand and the maternal mortality rate, 20 per thou-
sand. It was precisely because of those appalling condi-
tions that a genuine social revolution erupted in
Ethiopia five years ago, and a new era dawned of hope
and progress for the adults and children of my country.

63. It is against that background that we are today
striving to establish a new society in which true
freedom, equality, peace and progress will prevail. And
in this lofty objective of our revolution the child has a
central place, because raising the child is the only sure
way of creating ‘‘the new man”’,

64. Emphasizing the importance of this task, our
Head of State, Comrade Chairman Mengistu Haile
Mariam, stated on the occasion of the inauguration of
the International Year of the Child in Ethiopia on 15
January 1979:;

‘... bitter is the lot of our country’s children who,
because of dislocation in life and upbringing, are now
without shelter and reduced to beggary. This year is
not one of euphoria or of celebration but rather one
during which each one of us should resolve, and
implement such resolutions, to make unreserved
efforts to improve the future prospects of these
deprived tender youth.”

65. Thus we are committed to mobilizing all the
human and material resources of our motierland to
make the future of our children brighter, for, in the
words of Comrade Mengistu,

“. .. unless we come to their aid without a mo-
ment’s delay, we will be suffering from great pangs of
conscience because of the horrid fate that is bound to
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meet them on account of the gravity of their
problem”,

66. The Ethiopian revolution has succeeded in doing
away with the oppressive political, economic and social
order which existed to the detriment or the full mental
and physical development of the child, by undertaking
radical measures in both the urban and rural areas of
the country. :

67. If the achievements to date are to be taken as in-
dices of what the future has in store for the Ethiopian
child, we have every reason to be optimistic. The pro-
gress made especially in the field of education has in-
deed been gratifying. In 1978 alone, 200 new schools
were built and are now fully operational. In the course
of the current year 511 more are being constructed.
While attendance at pre-school centres before the
revolution was 30 to 40 children per centre, the number
has now grown to between 100 and 200, while participa-
tion of children of primary-school age has increased
from 19 per cent to 28 per cent. In absolute figures the
uumber of students has increased from 860,000 to
1,350,000—an increase of nearly half a million over
what had been achieved during the last 32 years. An ad-
ditional 9,000 primary-school teachers have been
employed and, a new curriculum, adapted to the prac-
tical requirements of the child, has been designed to
meet the needs of the country.

68. In the area of health results have also been en-
couraging. Since 1974, the number of paediatric clinics
has been substantially increased. Vaccination cam-
paigns conducted during the last five years have already
eradicated some communicable diseases which had
claimed the lives of thousands of our children in the
past. Mother and child health service programmes have
been expanded.

69. Great improvements have also been made in the
area of nutrition. The Ethiopian: Nutrition Institute, for
example, has developed two infant formulas which are
now being commercially produced in the country.

70. The mass organizations of the country have been
waging a cultural campaign with a view to liberating the
Ethiopian child who had long been the victim of cultural
oppression, inhibition and anachronistic feudal prac-
tices not conducive to the wholesome development of
the child’s personality. An intensive national literacy
campaign is being conducted, with the mass organiza-
tions at the forefront. Consequently, some 3 million
men and women were taught to read and write in 1979
alone. We consider this to be a positive, though perhaps
modest, factor in our endeavour to create better
parents.

71.  As a socialist country, Ethiopia invests a substan-
tial portion of its resources in the future and in this ven-
ture the welfare of the child is bound to be the central
element since that is indeed the single most important
factor which will determine our fate as a people. For
that reason my country welcomed with enthusiasm the
resolution adopted by the General Assembly that this
year be observed throughout the world as the Interna-
tional Year of the Child.

72. Inresponse to that historic call, we established the
Ethiopian National Commission which was entrusted
with the task of co-ordinating all endeavours aimed at

the betterment of the well-being of the Ethiopian child.
Moreover children’s commissions were also established
at the regional, provincial and district level. The urban
dwellers’ associations popularly known as kebeles are
utilized as the units of child-care zones which are now
engaged in the establishment of primary school and pre-
school centres, the improvement of mother and child
health services, the development of recreational parks
and other facilities for children.

73. Asto future programmes of action, our short-term
strategy includes at least one pre-schocl unit per higher
urban dwellers’ association and the training of nursery
school and kindergarten teachers, the expansion of day-
care centres, the achievement of universal primary
education as early as possible, the eradication of il-
literacy, the training of 10,000 primary-school teachers,
on-the-job training for health workers in mother and
child health care, the supply and distribution of
medicines and vaccines in the rural areas, the expansion
and construction of new hospitals and clinics, the
registration and training of traditional birth attendants
in modern techniques of midwifery, the expansion of
feeding programmes, and so on.

74. In this regard, the proclamation of the month of
October as the Month of the Child by my Government is
aimed at helping to maintain the momentum of ac-
tivities carried out for and in the name of the child.

75. Much remains to be done in the field of child
development, and yet the fruits of the first year of our
development campaign are greatly encouraging. Thus,
we shall continue to wage a war on hunger, disease and
ignorance in order to assure a better future for the
children of our country. This, we hope, will contribute
to the collective endeavours of the international com-
munity aimed at building a better world.

76. Before I conclude my statement, I should like to
express my delegation’s full support for draft resolution
A/34/L.4/Rev.2 and at the same time to announce that
we have joined in sponsoring that draft.

77. Mr. TUENI (Lebanon): In this debate on the In-
ternational Year of the Child where so many distin-
guished speakers—in particular, First Ladies and
chairpersons of national committees — have already con-
tributed so much, my delegation would have had
nothing to say were it not for the unique position of
Lebanon in this connexion. Indeed, it is important for
us that we should underline that, despite five years of
war, Lebanon has, almost as an act of faith, shared in
its own modest way in the international efforts of the
United Nations.

78. A National Committee has been established under
the chairmanship of the President of the Republic,
grouping representatives of both governmental and
private organizations, The Committee has five sub-
committees dealing with legislation, research, studies,
co-ordination of local and international contracts, and
publicity and public relations. .

79. New legislation is being enacted, inspired by the
International Year of the Child, aimed at, for instance,
perfecting compulsory education and preventing abus-
ive child labour.- A large number of recreational and
cultural activities have been inaugurated, such as the
National Children’s Theatre and artistic centres and
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playgounds, as well as specialized clinics, in the less
privileged areas. We have set up comprehensive service
programmes, educational seminars for mothers, teach-
er-training programmes and seminars for up-dating and
continuing the education and training of those who are
engaged in child care. We have also organized competi-
tions in the schools, in particular in the field of painting
and the arts, and we are proud that one of the paintings
by a handicapped child, a casualty of the war, is now on
display at UNESCO in Paris. We are also preparing
special curricula that will be compulsory in all schools
and that will offer civic education for children at the
elementary and pre-primary levels.

80. Despite the events in Lebanon with which we are
all familiar, the Lebanese Government has found it
possible to take part in three international con-
ferences—in Brussels, Moscow and Budapest—within
the scope of the International Year of the Child.
Moreover, national conferences and seminars are being
held on the topics of child welfare and rehabilitation, on
living conditions in war-affecied areas and on the im-
portance of literary and scientific extra-curricular pro-
grammes through books and audio-visual media, in
children’s education. Above all, our main theme has
been to bring happiness to the sad and frightened child,
since an entire generation of Lebanese children has been
literally traumatized by the horrors of war.

81. It was natural that in a country afflicted by war
much of the nation’s efforts should be devoted to the
rehabilitation of the child population. Thousands of
children have been the innocent victims—casualties, or-
phans, disabled, amputees—let alone those who were
caught in hurricanes of violence and drama and
sometimes drawn, against their will, into addiction to
various social, as well as physical, evils. Innumerable in-
stitutions have been created—some strictly by private
institutions and some jointly with the Government—to
heal the moral as well as the physical wounds of a nation
that has proved to the world beyond any doubt its deter-
mination to survive. In this context, I wish to take ad-
vantage of this occasion to state how indebted we feel
and we are to all those who have extended a helping
hand, to friendly Governments, to intergovernmental
organizations and, finally, and in partic.!ar, to interna-
tional agencies such as UNICEF.

82. We in Lebanon cannot praise the efforts and
achievements of UNICEF too highly, and we are
especially grateful to the Executive Director of
UNICEF, Mr. Henry Labouisse, for devoting special—1I
venture to say, loving—attention to our overwhelming
problems. UNICEF has helped to provide food, medical
supplies, blankets, clothing, cooking utensils and even
soap. UNICEF has also assisted in the restoration of the
water supply to urban and rural areas and has re-
equipped primary schools and social institutions. Fur-
thermore, UNICEF has planned several long-term ac-
tivities and has implemented a national network of basic
service units, which offer local communities manpower-
training equipment and educational assistance. Finally,
UNICEEF has developed a three-to-five year plan for or-
phans in Lebanon to upgrade child-care institutions and
to help formulate a national policy of services to them.
This final measure acquires a special magnitude when
one remembers that in war-torn Lebanon today we have
ogfll: 50,000 orphans out of a total population of 3
million.

83. Recovering from a war is an historical challenge

which other nations here represented have known and
experienced. We believe that after our present war there
will be a new Lebanon, a Lebanon where the ideals and
values for which we have stood will survive. Yet, it will
be, we hope, a Lebanon where those ideals and values
will find a new institutional expression.

84. This Lebanon, we say, not without some naiveté,
will be our children’s country, not ours. We are building
it for them, but we believe that they, more than we,
should be called upon and given the opportunity to
create for themselves, gradually and in serenity, a better
homeland and a better republic. This, we think, is an
historical dimension of democracy, in which we have
learned to believe, for we think that this course will
shelter our body politic against social convulsions,
revolts and revolutions, which we, as well as other
developing countries, have experienced —sometimes at
great cost.

85. Hence, our message today in this International
Year of the Child is the lesson that we have learned from
recent history. Indeed, responsibility must be the goal of
education and rehabilitation, if we are to have, in our
part of the world, societies where dedication to the
motherland blends with earnestness in the search for
moral values in Government. »

86. We are eager—indeed, we are most cager—that
our children should not carry with them into the society
of the future any of the scars, moral or physical, that
have been inflicted upon them in the past. We hope that
for their sake, as well as for the sake of humanity, this
society of the future will be one of joy, of love, con-
fidence and international brotherhood.

87. In this International Year of the Child, this is the
message of peace that we pray the world will join us in
bringing to our martyred land.

88. Mr. AL-GHAFFARI (Yemen) (interpretation
JSrom Arabic): In accordance with the General Assembly
resolution proclaiming 1979 the International Year of
the Child, it gives me great pleasure, on behalf of the
delegation of the Yemen Arab Republic, to convey to
you, and through you to the United Nations, our deep
appreciation of its pioneering role, its wise resolution
and its constructive sponsorship of all activities con-
nected with the International Year of the Child.

89. The United Nations’ concern for children is an im-
portant facet of its concern with political, social,
cultural, economic and other problems. There is no
doubt that the children of today will be the men of
tomorrow, the bearers of the torch of the future.
Childhood itself is the smile of today and the rising sun
of tomorrow. We realize this and we feel it daily in our
hearts, our minds and our hopes. The Yemen Arab
Republic has joined all the other countries of the world
in celebrating the International Year of the Child,
realizing as it does the tremendous role the child will be
called upon to play in the near future. At the same time,
my Government has responded to the humane resolu-
tion adopted by the United Nations by taking a number
of measures.

90. First, a national committee has been formed to
prepare for the International Year of the Child. It is
composed of the following organizations: the Office of
the President, the Ministry of Education, the Ministry
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of Social Affairs, Labour and Youth, the Yemeni Red
Crescent Association, the General Co-operative Union
for the National Development, the Yemeni Woman’s
Association and the Family Planning Association. In-
ternational organizations such as UNICEF, WHO and
UNDP have participated effectively in making this great
occasion, so dear to our hearts, a success.

91. Secondly, commemorative celebrations were or-
ganized in schools throughout the Republic during
which the children presented artistic exhibits and took
part in sporting events. The President of the Republic
and Commander of the Armed Forces personally spon-
sored these celebrations, in connexion with which he
issued a statement associating himself with the feelings
and happiness of our nation on the occasion of the In-
ternational Year.

92. Thirdly, the State has decided to open special
children’s departments in the State Civil Servants’ Con-
sumer Co-operatives in both the public and the semi-
private sectors and in the Economics Institute. These
departments will be provided with all children’s re-
quirements as far as food and clothing are concerned,
which will be sold at reasonable prices.

93. Fourthly, the Government decided to issue a
postage stamp commemorating the Year and a calendar
containing photographs and children’s drawings.

94. In order to join with other nations in contributing
to international peace and security, the immortal
revolution of 26 September, which dates from 1962, is
making every effort to resolve all problems. In the dark
days of government by the Imams, Yemen suffered
from poverty, ignorance and disease. The Yemeni peo-
ple had to face those scourges with courage and deter-
mination. There can be no doubt that if the Yemeni
citizens have been able to overcome all these difficulties
and scourges, it is because they have devoted all their
strength to eradicating and fighting them. For instance
they have built schools and hospitals and they have
established a national economy which satisfies the needs
and requirements of Yemeni citizens. A glance at the
statistics shows the differences since the revolution. For
instance, on the level of education, there used to be 15
schools throughout Yemen, whereas today there are
more than 700 primary schools, 320 preparatory
schools and 150 secondary schools. In addition there are
many technical, industrial, agricultural and health in-
stitutes and schools, as well as the University of San’a,
which has 6 faculties. The education provided by these
schools, institutes and faculties is free and there is no
discrimination and there are no exceptions.

95.. In the field of health, the Government has approv-
ed a project submitted by the Preparatory Commission
for the International Year of the Child under which cer-
tain mother and child health projects would be given
first priority, instead of second priority as at present.
Similarly many hospitals, health centres and health
units have been established in different provinces of the
Republic; 22 health centres, a new paediatric hospital
and a new lying-in hospital have been opened in the
capital and, in the other provinces, 34 health centres and
150 health units are now being established.

96. The Yemen Arab Republic is giving great attention
to establishing social service centres in addition to those
which already exist. The Government is determined to

build many centres and day nurseries in the different
provinces with the aim of producing Yemeni citizens
who are able to work and give of their best.

97. The Yemeni Government has taken steps to im-
prove the status of Yemeni women in the social,
cultural, economic and health fields by means of pro-
grammes of literacy, home economics, programmes in-
volving Yemeni women in social development and in
building a better future for the child of today and the
man of tomorrow, the support of the future. Yemeni
girls now study at the University of San’a and in Arab
and foreign universities. All these programmes are in-
tended for women and are open to them. Yemeni girls
attend the different Government schools and institu-
tions side by side with men, without distinction, so as to
build the land and nation of Yemen and enable the
Yemeni people to rediscover their own authentic
civilization and their age-old history.

98. This initiative will have a tremendous impact on
the minds of the children of today throughout the
world, and in this connexion we cannot forget that there
are handicapped and delinquent children and orphans.
The State is making every effort to provide essential ser-
vices for these children within the framework of na-
tional efforts and taking advantage at the same time of
the services provided by the United Nations and other
international organizations operating in Yemen in the
fields of health, social work, education and culture.

99. Although countries throughout the world have
been organizing festivals and seminars and have been
providing every facility for children, we should ask
ourselves what we shall do in the future when hundreds
of millions of children between the ages of 10 and 12
cannot read or write—for instance in the developing
countries and in the least developed of the developing
countries who constitute the majority of the interna-
tional family. Thousands of children have not a
mouthful to eat and are deprived of health and social
services. They leave their countries in order to satisfy
such essential needs as earning their livings, protecting
their health and securing an education.

100. We are spending millions on armaments and war;
would it not be more reasonable to spend that money on
development and human progress and at the same time
make children happy? That’s why the United Nations
must promptly establish the new international economic
order. My Government urges the international organ-
izations to expand their programmes and to continue
their activities on behalf of children so that we may give
them a happy life, a bright future full of hope, love and
well-being for humanity,

101. In conclusion I should like to say that my delega-
tion supports the draft resolution on the International
Year of the Child.

102. Mr. ABDULAH (Trinidad and Tobago): General
Assembly resolution 31/169 of 21 December 1976 pro-
claiming 1979 International Year of the Child, was a
laudable recognition of the importance of the children
of the world, whom the poet-philosopher Khalil Gibran
so aptly described as ‘‘the sons and daughters of Life’s
longing for itself”’.

103, In its desire to pay a special tribute to the child
during this International Year, the Government of
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Trinidad and Tobago appointed a 17-member body
representative of all the ministries and official institu-
tions related to the child and the family to constitute the
National Organizing Committee of the International
Year of the Child. This Committee was entrusted with
formulating a programme of national activities in
schools and institutions and throughout the community
to take place during the International Year of the Child,
1979, with special emphasis on activities for handicap-
ped and underprivileged children.

104. The Committee acknowledged the existence of
children’s services provided by voluntary goups,
religious organizations and the State, but at the same
time identified the lacunae in a unified plan for child
care services, State supervision of most of the existing
services and laws protecting children. It therefore quick-
ly set about drawing up a programme of strategies to
deal with these aspects, both in the long and the short
term.

105. The Committee initiated its work by identifying
the pressing needs of children in society in order to pro-
vide a rationale for the [:iernational Year of the Child
programme. These pressing needs were listed under four
headings: the development of the child, the protection
of the child, school and health needs of the child and the
handicapped child.

106. These clearly defined areas of need laid the foun-
dation on which the International Year of the Child pro-
gramme was constituted in the five areas of social ac-
tion, community action, research, education and
creative play. In each of these five areas, the Committee
made wide-ranging recommendations for State projects,
which are at present receiving the concerted attention of
the Government.

107. Among the suggested social action plans is the
updating and changing of existing laws relating to
children, such as new legislation regarding the right to
inheritance of children born out of wedlock.

108. In the community programme, several organiza-
tions have put forward projects which are receiving
financial assistance. These projects include day-care
centres, seminars, adventure playgrounds and vacation
schools.

109. The research facet of the programme has been
designed to generate, collect and disseminate informa-
tion pertinent to specific aspecis ¢f child development.
Some areas meriting particular concern from the Com-
mittee are adolescent pregnancy, school drop-outs, low
achievers, juvenile delinquency and leisure activities of
children in depressed areas.

110. The most comprehensive social service provided
by the Government for the care of the child in Trinidad
and Tobago is in the field of education, where there is
free primary and secondary education for all. The plans
for provision of services for school children include free
meals, free medical and dental care and free bus
transport. A paediatric hospital is also included in these
plans. It should also be noted that all schoolchildren in
Trinidad and Tobago benefit from a special allowance
to defray expenses incurred in the purchase of school-
books. The National Organizing Committee has also
sought State assistance for training and scholarship pro-
grammes to be offered in various aspects of child care.

111. The aim of the creative play section is to allow
children to develop and explore their physical, emo-
tional, spiritual and creative well-being. On the recom-
mendation of the Committee, local artists, dramatists,
dancers and musicians have been working with special
groups in depressed rural and urban areas and in
schools for the handicapped. Work done by these
children was exhibited at children’s art exhibitions at
several centres in Trinidad and Tobago and at the
Caribbean Festival of Arts and Culture, known as
ngAgIFESTA, which was held in Havana, Cuba, in July
79.

112. Two of the highly successful creative program-
mes were the visit to Trinidad and Tobago in April 1979
of the Little Theatre of the National Theatre of the Deaf
of Connecticut, United States of America, and four
rallies devoted to artistic performances by the children
themselves which took place on 1 October 1979 to mark
Universal Children’s Day.

113. My delegation wishes to commend the Interna-
tional Year of the Child secretariat and its very devoted
Special Representative, Mrs. Estefania Aldaba-Lim, for
their untiring efforts to make the international com-
munity more conscious of the condition of children all
over the world. There can be no doubt that the activities
of the International Year of the Child secretariat have
instilled in many of us a renewed appreciation of
children, whom my Prime Minister has described as
“our greatest capital investment”.

114. In this connexion we particularly welcome the an-
nouncement of a project to assist the 60 national com-
missions for the International Year of the Child to com-
pile and review their countries’ laws affecting the rights
of the child in such areas as education, health, food and
nutrition, and job opportunities, in the light of the
Declaration of the Rights of the Child and other human
rights principles. A plan of classification of the relevant
laws has already been prepared and translated into
Spanish by the Inter-American Children’s Institute of
the Organization of American States and into French by
the International Year of the Child secretariat. My
delegation commends this very meaningful and worthy
project and hopes that it will attract universal participa-
tion.

115. Trinidad and Tobago is deeply appreciative of
the work of UNICEF and hopes that that body will con-
tinue expertly to perform its function as the lead agency
for child-related issues in the United Nations system.
We for our part intend to ensure that the end of the In-
ternational Year of the Child 1979 in no way diminishes
our keen interest in and our determination to take ac-
tion to meet the special needs of our own children and,
indeed, of children all over the world. It would be less
than noble of us if we were not to highlight the cause of
those children who live in societies where they are
deprived of their right to full development—indeed,
where they are deprived of their very right to child-
hood—because of systems of racism, racial discrim-
ination and apartheid and circumstances of war.

116. My delegation wishes to mention a special fund
of 50 million Trinidad and Tobago dollars which was
earmarked by the Prime Minister and Minister of
Finance of Trinidad and Tobago, in addition to the nor-
mfal annual subventions, for the further improvement
of:
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“. .. the conditions of the unfortunate children in
our midst, the lame, the halt and the blind, the deaf
and the dumb, the mentally feeble and the physically
handicapped . . . as a contribution of the Govern-
ment on behalf of the Parliament and people of
Trinidad and Tobago to the International Year of the
Child, 1979”,

117. In the opinion of my delegation, there can be no
conclusion to international debate on the child since in a
very real sense every year is international children’s
year. The well-being of children is inextricably linked
with the peace and prosperity of tomorrow’s world.
Their value cannot be measured in terms of dollars and
cents, but in the spiritual strength and beauty which
they bring to a society. By way of conclusion, I wish to
share with the children of the world, through this
Assernbly, part of a message directed by the President
of Trinidad and Tobago to the children of Trinidad and
Tobago on the occasion of the launching of the Interna-
tional Year of the Child, 1979, words which may be in-
spiring to all of us who have long since “put away
childish things’’. I quote:

“As you travel along the path of life, you must
have a sense of direction that will help to steer you
away from the dangers and pitfalls and lead you to
the goals and objectives you have set for yourself. If
you do not establish these goals and objectives, then
there are no sign-posts to help you determine whither
you are heading, whether you have arrived or wheth-
er you are proceeding in the wrong direction. You are
then a drifter, tossed about by every changing fad
that happens to be in vogue. You need a sense of
perspective if you are to distinguish between what is
essential and what is not, how you yourself relate to
others in your community, how your community fits
into the nation or how your nation fits into the en-
tire fellowship of man”.

118. If it is true, as has been reflected by so many
statements made before this Assembly, that our at-
tempts to create this fellowship of man have left us with
bitter memories, it is perhaps only too timely that we
should start afresh, with the children.

119. Mr. HARMON (Liberia): In addressing this
meeting for the first time, I do not wish to go beyond
what was said by my President, Mr. Tolbert, when ad-
dressing the General Assembly on 26 September [10th
meeting], in congratulating you, Mr. President, on a
well-deserved expression of confidence in you, as a wor-
thy son of Africa, reflected in your election to high of-
fice. Our iong association and our knowledge of your
abilities justify my limiting myself to reassuring you of
our full support and co-operation as you serve in your
high office.

120. A word of high commendation is also necessary
to our dedicated Se~retary-General on his untiring and
positive efforts to maintain a high level of commitment
to the international community. A further word of
praise must be said about the fine and committed of-
ficers of the General Committee, whose devotion to du-
ty makes it possible for us to maintain a high level of ef-
ficiency in our cherished Organization.

121. My delegation is delighted to participate in the
celebrations of the International Year of the Child and
we warmly greet all children of the international com-
munity.

122, The proclamation of 1979 as International Year
of the Child is a most welcome reminder that, even in
this age of enlightenmeént and humanitarian concern,
children are still the victims of exploitation and abuse in
many parts of our world. Thus, the Government of
Liberia attaches great importance to this observance
and considers the Year significant in the concerted ef-
forts of the international community to explore ways
and means of improving the conditions of children
everywhere.

123. The theme for the celebration of the Interna-
tional Year of the Child in Liberia is ‘‘Our children, our
nation, our future’’—a theme which has given full ex-
pression to the fact that children are the ultimate
preservers and perpetuators of the value systems and
social and cultural traditions of our society.

124. President Tolbert has, since the beginning of his
incumbency, made the physical, social, emotional,
moral and intellectual development of children one of
his highest priorities. In a most affectionate way he
refers to Liberian children as “my precious jewels”, an
indication of his recognition of the valuable role of
children in a strong and viable nation.

125. Liberia has therefore whole-heartedly joined in
the celebration of the International Year of the Child,
since we are totally convinced of the valuable contribu-
tions that the Year can make to the cause of children
everywhere by focusing world-wide attention on their
problems.

126. In order that every segment of Liberian society
might fully and effectively participate in the activities of
the Year, and also to give the celebrations a significance
commensurate with the importance which Liberia at-
taches to the welfare o children, the President of
Liberia, himself the Chief Patron of the International
Year of the Child, launched the Year in Liberia by in-
itiating two important steps. First, he issued a Presiden-
tial Proclamation calling special attention to the Year,
and then he constituted a National Commission under
the leadership of the Ministry of Health and Social
Welfare to prepare and implement programmes for the
celebration of the Year.

127. The over-all Commission includes sub-commit-
tees and associations for the development and advance-
ment of children that were already in existence in the
country and operating throughout our nine counties.

128. Some of the programmes undertaken in celebra-
tion of the Year in Liberia included the compilation by
the University of Liberia Law School of a record of all
laws relating to adoption, legitimization, child neglect
and child abuse, citizenship, custody and guardian-
ship, laws relating to juvenile offenders and laws
relating to protective services. All of these laws are
under review for the purpose of updating them and
making them more relevant to the changing needs and
conditions of our children.

129. Besides legislation and legal guarantees for the
protection of the rights of children, special projects
directed to the full development of children have been
introduced in various parts of the country. An in-
tegrated rural child-care project, geared towards child
care, health, education and immunization, was launch-
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ed in Nimba County in June of this year, Nimba is one
of our most populous counties. In addition, lectures
have been conducted over the various radio stations on
child care, nutrition and other topics relevant to the
welfare of children. Similar lectures are also planned for
both parents and youths in schools throughout the
country on the responsibility of parenthood.

130. In different parts of the country, a series of
““Well Baby’’ contests have been conducted as part of
the family health programme, with emphasis on breast-
feeding, immunization and the growth and development
of the chiid.

131. Perhaps one of the most important programmes
for the Year is the project undertaken by the Govern-
ment in the formulation of a national plan of action
with the following goals in view: free education for all
children up to university level; access to elementary
education as well as high school or vocational training
for every child, including special education for the
physically and mentaily handicapped; a drastic reduc-
tion of the high rate of infant mortality; the availability
of immunization to every child; the elimination of the
scourges of malnutrition, measles and other childhood
diseases, and the development of easy access to a
potable water supply, adequate food, shelter, clothing
and medical care for all. These are some of the efforts
Liberia has made to promote the goals of the Interna-
tional Year of the Child—goals which are in conformity
with Liberia’s own priority objectives for genuine and
sustained development.

132. Liberia’s efforts, however, go beyond national
endeavours in giving full support to international pro-
grammes, especially through UNICEF, to bring hope
and comfort to millions of suffering children
throughout our world,

133. It is my delegation’s view that the International
Year of the Child will have attained its goals not only
through the national programmes undertaken, but also
through the unserving support and commitment of the
international community to UNICEF and other interna-
tional organizations dedicated to relieving the plight of
children throughout the world.

134, The deep concern of Africa about the future of
African children and the welfare of children throughout
the world was fully manifested at the sixteenth ordinary
session of the Assembily of Heads of State and Govern-
ment of the Organization of African Unity [OA4 U], held
in Monrovia in July 1979, where the International Year
of the Child featured as a prominent item. The
Assembly took two important decisions relating to
children: one related directly to the celebration of the
International Year of the Child within the African
region and called upon all member States and interna-
tional organizations to co-operate with and support the
Secretary-General of the OAU in carrying out projects
in favour of the African child [see 4 /34/552, p.41]; and
the other decision constituted a Declaration on the
?;gg;]s and Welfare of the African Child [ibid., pp.

135. The Declaration, among other things, calls upon
member States of the OAU to make their respective na-
tional commissions or machineries for the International
Year of the Child permanent organs; to review legal
codes and provisions relating to the rights of children;

to examine cultural legacies and practices that are harm-
ful to the normal growth of the child; and to urge
organizations of the United Nations system to intensify
their co-operation in carrying out those activities which
have a positive bearing on the situation of the child in
Africa.

136. There is no better way to conclude this brief state-
ment than to quote the message which President Tolbert
delivered on the occasion of the celebration of 1979 as
the International Year of the Child:

“On the occasion of the Proclamation by the
United Nations General Assembly of the year 1979 as
the International Year of the Child, it gives me great
pleasure to record the fact that we regard this
Declaration as very important. Consequently, it
merits our unstinted official and personal support in
its observance not only in our own country, the
Republic of Liberia, but also throughout the world.

“In Liberia, this event is being fittingly and
memorably observed under a proclamation which 1
have issued calling on the nation as a whole to ex-
ecute with immense vigour and in all seriousness the
programmes of national and local activities that have
been drawn up by the Liberian National Commission
fCOl{'lthe observance of the International Year of the

ild.

““We are vigorously emphasizing to parents and
the general public that every child has the right to
develop physically, socially, emotionally, morally
and intellectually to its fullest capacity.

““And we shall delineate the importance of pro-
viding integrated, comprehensive and improved
health care, education and social welfare program-
mes for children, especially underpriviliged children.

“‘Our concern for children, especially those depriv-
ed and vulnerable, has resulted in several actions in-
stituted over the year for their benefit. These include
free medical care for all Liberian children from their
birth and up to two years of age. There is free
elementary education for children and we are cur-
rently establishing special homes to care for the in-
digent.

““We in Liberia realize full well that the children
today are now and will always be the inheritors
tomorrow of our national heritage. It is they who
must make the Liberia of the future, the more pro-
sperous, viable and wholesome functioning society
we envisage. Consequently, no sacrifice is too great
to develop them as our most precious resource that
they may be able to give better quality leadership to
tomorrow’s world.,”

137. Finally, let me further add that the presence here
of the First Ladies of the Philippines, Bulgaria, Colom-
bia, the Dominican Republic and the Republic of Costa
Rica and the messages they brought on behalf of their
respective countries have indeed lent great significance
to this historic celebration at the thirty-fourth session of
the General Assembly. We all warmly and affectionate-
ly salute them and all the mothers who have spoken on
behalf of their countries and, particularly the entire
staff and all the officials who have planned and im-
plemented this historic programme,

138. Let us take pride in the fact that it is our respec-
tive responsibility to provide the children of our respec-
tive countries and, for that matter, the children of the
whole world, who are the leaders of tomorrow, with the
means and facilities that will enable them to develop
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their intellectual and cultural abilities in healthy bodies,
since thereby we shall be able to guarantee some
measure of satisfaction that this great heritage which
has been handed down to us will continue in the future
to make our world a much happier place in which to
live, despite the vicissitudes that we face.

139. May God bless all of us.

140. Mr. MANSOURI (Syrian Arab Republic) (inter-
pretation from Arabic): The General Assembly had
already recognized the importance and the role of the
child in the world before it confirmed the international
Organization’s interest by proclaiming 1979 the Interna-
tional Year of the Child. Moreover, in its resolution
31/169, it defined the general goals of the International
Year.

141. As the year 1979 draws to an end, we are meeting
here today to review and evaluate the results achieved
during the year. On the whole, those results will help in
the preparation of the future generation.

142. It is no coincidence that our meetings to consider
the results of the International Year of the Child coin-
cide with another occasion—the twentieth anniversary
of the adoption by the United Nations of the Declara-
tion of the Rights of the Child, in resolution 1286
(X1V). That confirms the importance that this Assembly
attaches to the role that Governments and various
organizations must play in the protection of the children
of today, who form the basis of future societies.

143. There can be no doubt that the children in our
contemporary world, and particularly in the countries
of the third world, need more than kind words. Deeds
must accompany the words; there must be serious,
sincere action to ensure that the aspirations to a better
life are fulfilled. To that end, children in all parts of the
world must be provided with at least a minimum stan-
dard of food, lodging, education and medical care. Un-
fortunately, however, the official statistics of interna-
tional organizations and specializ~d agencies show that
there are millions of children not attending school
because of a lack of means of education, not to speak of
the millions of children who die of poverty, hunger,
dispersion and disease. One would have very much
wished that some international organization could
gather even a small part of the amounts spent on the ar-
maments race and direct it towards action to save the
lives of these millions of children in the world.

144, Moreover, it is regrettable, indeed deplorable, to
see hundreds of thousands of children dispersed, for no
reason and through no fault of their own, in Palestine
and the occupied Arab territories, in southern Africa, in
Asia, subjected to the various forms of oppression and
racial persecution and deprived of the exercise of the
most elementary right—the right to life—by the plun-
dering authorities, while the world stands by with its
arms folded, powerless to help them regain their rights
or to ensure for them a dignified and respectable life.

145. There can be no doubt that the problems of the
child differ very much from country to country, par-
ticularly as between the countries of the North and the
countries of the South, Each State has prepared and put
into effect programmes designed to achieve the goals of
the International Year of the Child, in a way adapted to

the conditions of the child in that State. My country,
Syria, established a National Commission, under the
chairmanship of the Prime Minister. The Commission
includes a number of Ministers in its membership. Local
authorities throughout the country have been invited to
celebrate the International Year of the Child and to
mobilize public opinion in order to achieve a much
wider awareness of the importance of assistance to
children and of the position which they should occupy. I
should like in this connexion to mention some of Syria’s
achievements during this Year.

146. Several laws have been promulgated for the
benefit of children. The most important are: the law
making education compulsory for all children of
primary-school age—the appropriate bodies have
already begun to put this law into effect; the law making
it compulsory for all illiterate children and adults to go
to school—this law is in the process of being im-
plemented throughout the country.

147. Decree No. 856 has been promulgated. Under
that Decree all children’s toys and supplies are exempt
from custom duties; they are regarded as instruments
necessary to the development of the child and the
awakening of his creative talents.

148. Measures have been taken to increase the number
of public libraries for children, as well as the number of
nurseries and child-care centres and centres for mothers
and children. At present there are hundreds of public
libraries for children.

149. A competition among chiidren has been held and
prizes have been awarded to the successful candidates in
the fields of painting, penmanship, music and so forth.
The best among these children were sent to participate
in the world-wide meeting of artistic children held in the
People’s Republic of Bulgaria. A plan has been drawn
up for the publishing of 30 children’s books in 1979.

150. Institutes for physically handicapped children

and for mentally handicapped children have been

established. Specialized teaching seminars have been

l};f'lddin the field of assistance to dezf-mutes and the
ind.

151. In January 1979 a festival was held, under the
patronage of the President of the Republic, to in-
augurate the International Year of the Child.

152. A new plan for the education of the child during
its first six years has been drawn up. A series of training
and “follow-up” meetings for female personnel of
nurseries and day-care centres has been organized.
Radio and television programmes have been presented
for the benefit of children, parents and teachers. The
national plan for vaccination of children has been ex-
tended throughout the country. Health information
campaigns on the importance of child health, including
prevention of child diseases, have been organized. A
plan to apply social insurance to the treatment of
children who are ill, in order to ensure that that treat-
ment is given free, is now under study. The postal ad-
ministration has issued two stamps commemorating the
International Year of the Child.

153. A draft amendment to the law on juvenile delin-
quency has been drawn up, taking into account the
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rehabilitation of delinquents and their reintegration in
society. A draft amendment to the law concerning aban-
doned children has also been drawn up; it takes into ac-
count the developments that have taken place in regard
to adoption. Several special centres which provide food
for children at token prices have been opened, and a
special factory has been built to that end.

154. My delegation joins other delegations that have
already participated in this discussion in expressing ap-
preciation for the efforts made by UNICEF and the
Special Representiative of the Secretary-General for the
International Year of the Child. ,

155. We would add that this International Year has
brought out the large number of problems affecting
children and the need for broad-based, comprehensive
solutions. It has also thrown light on the similarity of
the problems and needs of children in various countries.
From that we conclude that it is necessary to follow up
the co-ordination of the positive aspects and construc-
tive developments that have been highlighted during this
Year, by means of long-term plans, and to take effective
measures to improve the status of children in the world,
particularly in the developing world. Thus, we shall not
end our efforts when the International Year of the Child
ends. We shall continue to work for and show interest in
our children in all the years to come.

156. The activities and programmes which States have
adopted or will adopt to ensure an improvement in the
status of children must form part of the economic and
development plans adopted by those States. Similarly,
allocations for these activities and programmes must be
included in the development budget of each country so
that the general ideal may be achieved—that is, the im-
provement of the well-being of children throughout the
world and the continuous harmonious development of
such children. In that way it will be possible to achieve
the objectives that led to the proclamation of the Inter-
national Year of the Child and to contribute to the
building of an international society based on wider co-
operation and understanding among the members of the
future generation.

157. Mr. OKOT (Uganda): Since our theme is the In-
ternational Year of the Child, I promise to be brief as
many speakers have already highlighted some useful
points and my delegation has already had occasion to
congratulate you, Mr. President, on your appointment.
Being one of the last speakers on this matter, I find
myself miserably left with very little to say. None the
less, Uganda strongly believes and supports all efforts
deployed by the international community in making
1979 an International Year of the Child. Let it be a
fruitful and successful year for the many millions of
children in the world. Let it be a year that awakens the
conscience of mankind in order to realize the needs of
children and to evaluate and uphold their just aspira-
tions to education, health, protection and, above all,
their desire to be loved by the adult world.

158. It is appropriate at this point to acknowledge the
contribution of Mother Teresa of Calcutta, whose pro-
found love and care for children has led to her being
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize during this International
Year of the Child.

159. Uganda believes that cruelty to children is the
highest degree of wickedness to humanity, Can the
world become morally just and peaceful by neglecting

/s '3

this sacred duty of educating, protecting and loving
children who are the cream of a sane society? Uganda
regrets any mistreatment of the innocent future leaders
of the world in their formative years because the child of
today is the father or mother of tomorrow. Therefore,
Uganda upholds as its sacred duty the protection of
children and their mothers.

160. Childrer have certain good moral qualities and
values that we adults might do well to emulate. In their
simplicity, they may fight but they soon forgive each
other and go on to share what they have without
acrimony or rancour. In other words they never harbour
vengeful thoughts or carry on vendettas to poison their
relationship with one another. Unlike children, we
adults wage unjust wars against one another, resulting
in misery for children, widows and orphans.

161. For the last eight years, the Fascist dictatorial
régime of Idi Amin plunged Uganda’s children into such
a plight. Homes, schools, and lives were destroyed.
Many Ugandan children have been orphaned as a result
of genocide and the systematic cold-blooded murder of
innocent civilians. Many children have died of malnutri-
tion, abandonment or lack of medicine. Kwashiokor, a
disease which had previously been curtailed or reduced
through the efforts of WHO, has reappeared in alarm-
ing proportions. We have even had outbreaks of plague
and cholera, which had been contained in Uganda.

162. As I speak, many Ugandan orphans are still
unable to begin schooling, and unless drastic measures
are taken now at national and international levels, the
fate of these helpless victims is nothing other than con-
tinued misery without education and without good
health. The result will be a maladjusted society in the
future Uganda. Therefore, my delegation calls on the
world community to treat the plight of Ugandan
children with sympathy in all possible practical ways.
Our recovery from the psychological, moral and
economic ruin of the Fascist dictatorship of Idi Amin
will not be easy, but we have the determination and will
to give priority to the rehabilitation of the young
generation, many of whom became adults in the last
eight years, without any moral guidance.

163. Within the short period since its liberation, Ugan-
da has given a positive response to the call of the Inter-
national Year of the Child. As indicated in the Directory
of National Action,' a national commission has been
established in Kampala under the chairmanship of Dr.
Josephine M. Namboze, a leading children’s physician
in the country, The commission consists of represen-
tatives from several Ministries — Information, National
Guidance, Education, Justice, Health, Agriculture and
Forestry, Culture and Community Development — as
well as representatives of major non-governmental
organizations.

164. Through the Ministry of Local Administration
and Community Development, communities are being
encouraged to set up International Year of the Child
sub-commissions to study problems and establish
priorities for action at the local level. Priority has been
given to the issues of pre-school, orphaned, destitute
and handicapped children and to an increase of family-
planning services, including a national training pro-
gramme for family-planning officers, to ensure that ser-
vices are made available in all the maternal and child
health centres throughout the country.

! See document E/ICEF/663.
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165. Moreover, a campaign has been initiated tc pro-
mote better family life and increased attention to the
role of parents in meeting the physical, mental and
social needs of children. There are also programmes to
promote greater road safety for children and to set up
multipurpose community centres on a self-help basis,
along with programmes for the blind and deaf. Finally,
every effort is being made to improve television pro-
grammes for children 7ad to focus public attention on
children through other forms of mass media.

166. In conclusion, Uganda believes that the work
done by UNICEF and the other agencies related to the
United Nations should continue. The year 1979 is a
landmark in the history of Africa. A number of coun-
tries have been liberated or have returned to the rule of
law and order and with that change we hope that the
welfare of children will come to the fore in the next
decade, in Africa and the world at large.

167. If we want peace, let us love mankind in the
children. Let us refrain from war for the sake of the
little ones.

168. Mr. FOLI (Ghana): Ghana is delighted to be
closely assdciated with the International Year of the
Child, which was proclaimed three years ago by the
General Assembly. That proclamation has focused the
attention not only of Governments and international
organizations but of the world community as a whole on
the world’s children and on the responsibilities of the in-
ternational community towards them. Governments, in
particular, have consequently undertaken a more
thorough appraisal of the conditions of their own
children and of children in other parts of the world.

169. My delegation avails itself of this opportunity to
pay a tribute to the Secretary-General and to all the rele-
vant United Nations bodies, especially UNICEF, for the
role they have played in bringing about a higher level of
international commitment to the cause of children all
over the world. In this connexion, may I pay special
homage to Mrs. Estefania’ Aldaba-Lim for the in-
defatigable work she is doing to promote this laudable
cause. We recall her visit to Ghana last year and the con-
tacts she had with high government officials as well as
with the National Ad Hoc Committee, then in existence
in connexion with Ghana’s national programme relating
to the International Year of the Child.

170. Children are the future. They are the true legacy
that any generation can bequeath to history. What we
make of our children today will dictate the nature of our
world society tomorrow. It is obvious, therefore, that
not only the family, or the village community, or even
national Governments can have a direct and immediate
responsibility for the welfare of children in this ever
more interdependent and shrinking world. It is for that
reason that our call for a New International Economic
Order is not a demand which excludes the interests of
children. On the contrary, the early advent of this new
order will, in our view, constitute the best investment in
the peace and well-being of the world’s future genera-
tions. That means, therefore, that any structural
transformation in the current largely unjust system of
international relations must be designed with children
uppermost in our minds.

171. The proclamation of the International Year of
the Child is seen in Ghana as the international dimen-

sion of our own traditional concept of society’s respon-
sibilities towards the helpless and the weak, which
millions of children have become in the world today,
especially in South Africa and southern Africa. It is
therefore not accidental that we have fully associated
ourselves with and supported all decisions taken by the
United Nations in regard to the International Year of
the Child and have consequently sponsored all United
Nations resolutions on the subject. It is our expectation
that draft resolution A/34/L.4/Rev.2 will be adopted
by consensus and that its provisions will be fully im-
plemented.

172. Following the meeting of the UNICEF Executive
Board, held in Mexico City last May, Ghana converted
its Ad Hoc National Committee on the International
Year of the Child into a permanent national committee.
The new body supervises and directs all activities, pro-
grammes and other efforts undertaken at the national
level within the context of the United Nations proclama-
tion of the International Year of the Child. For us, the
establishment of a permanent nativ:.al committee is
fundamental. It serves as an earnest of our belief that,
although only one short year has been declared the In-
ternational Year of the Child, all programmes generated
by the proclamation must be a permanent feature of in-
ternational as well as national policies and measures
taken to combat all problems affecting children. We
therefore call upon all members of the international
community to regard 1979 as only the starting-point and
as a perpetual reminder of their obligations towards
children everywhere, and consequently to intensify their
programmes aimed at promoting the interests of
children until the problems of disease, malnutrition, il-
literacy, cruelty and brutality, and the entire range of in-
justices and evils from which children continue to suf-
fer, especially again in South Africa, are eradicated
from the face of the earth.

173. We therefore take this opportunity to appeal to
those fortunate nations which, for one reason or
another, have reservations in respect of this Declaration
and Programme of Action on the Establishment of a
New International Economic Order [resolutions 3201
(S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI)] to reconsider their posture in
the light of the deleterious effects that their aloofness
will ultimately have on the chances of resolving the
problems of children, particularly those of the develop-
ing world.

174. We in Ghana launched the International Year of
the Child in a big way to reflect the capital importance
we attach to it. In January this year, there was a week-
long country-wide celebration of the Iniernational Year
of the Child. The event was launched by the Head of
State himself. Activities included open-house exhibi-
tions, film shows, symposia, fun fairs, radio and televi-
sion discussions, essay competitions, sporting events,
musical programmes involving children, children’s
plays, parent-teacher discussions with children as the
central subject and so forth. Other lectures and sym-
posia in honour of the International Year of the Child
were also held. Organizations such as the National
Council on Women and Development, the Association
of Ghana Medical Students and the Ghana Paediatric
Association were a few of the non-governmental
organizations which lent their efforts to the successful
celebration of the Year.

175. The Permanent National Committee plans sever-
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al projects for the future in accordance with our deci-
sion to carry forward the purposes of the Declaration of
the Rights of the Child as a permanent feature of our
own national development effort. These projects in-
clude the production of films for Ghanaian children,
studies on child nutrition, a special immunization cam-
paign in collaboration with the Epidemiology Division
of the Ministry of Health, the formulation of school
and health policies, community diagnosis of malnutri-
tion in children and codification of the laws relating to
children.

176. We have also exposed a few of our children to
contact with their counterparts in other countries of the
world as an integral part of our celebration of the Inter-
national Year of the Child. In this connexion, Ghana
accepted an invitation from the Government of Bulgaria
to send 10 children to participate in an International
Children’s Assembly held in Sofia in August 1979. In
November this year, four more children will proceed to
India to participate in an international conference of
children which will take place in New Delhi. I take this
opportunity, on behalf of my Government, to express
our gratitude to the Governments and peoples of
Bulgaria and India for their kindness in placing these
opportunities at the disposal of Ghanaian children and
in this way harmonizing their national programmes with
our own in order to give them a more international con-
tent and flavour.

177. It remains for me to avail myself ¢f this oppor-
tunity to express my Government’s profound gratitude
to Mr. Labouisse, the outgoing Executive Director of
UNICEF, for his tireless and devoted service to the
Organization and to welcome whole-heartedly Mr.
Grant, his successor, to whom Ghana now pledges its
sincere assistance and co-operation.

178. The PRESIDENT: We have heard the last
speaker in the debate,

179. We turn now to the draft resofution contained in
document A/34/L.4/Rev.2 and Add.l. I shall now call
on those representatives who wish to explain their vote
before the vote. May I remind Members of the decision
of the General Assembly at its 4th plenary meeting that
explanations of vote, which should be limited to 10
minutes, should also be made by representatives from
their places.

180. Mr. MANAJARY (Madagascar) (interpretation
Srom French): Since we did not have occasion to take
part in the debate, the Malagasy delegation would like
to make a statement at the present stage of our delibera-
tions in order to give its full support to draft resolution
A/34/L.4/Rev.2 and Add.l. The provisions in this
draft correspond to the activities and measures under-
taken by the Government of the Democratic Republic of
h;lle_il((iiagascar in the framework of its national policy for
children.

181. We take this opportunity in order to emphasize
the special importance my country attaches to child-
related issues, since more than half the population of
my country is under the age of 20, more than half of
these less thar 14 years of age.

182. Within the framework of its socialist options, the
Government of the Democratic Republic of Madagascar

has constantly exerted considerable efforts on behalf of
children, especially in the fields of education and health.

183. Several other activities, such as the setting up of
day-care centres, the establishment of socialist and co-
operative enterprises and massive housing construction
have been undertaken or are contemplated in order to
improve the living conditions of children. Our social
and economic policies are designed to give all children,
without distinction, the same opportunities and rights
because we feel that the class struggle should begin with
the children in building an egalitarian society.

184. My country, like so many others, continues to
observe the International Year of the Child actively by
organizing, under the eminent patronage of Mrs. Céline
Ratsiraka, the wife of the President of the Democratic
Republic of Madagascar, a goodly number of activities,
of seminars and of very diverse public relations ac-
tivities, whose major themes are children and health,
children and education, children and the environment,
and children and their rights.

185. This observance should culminate in the elabora-
tion of a long-term programme involving specific pro-
jects of benefit to children.

186. In summary, the following slogan, used in the
framework of the observance of the International Year
of the Child, reflects the confidence of the Malagasy na-
tion in its children for the future. This slogan states:
“Children of today, builders of tomorrow, militants for
ever, safeguarding the Revolution”.

187. In speaking on the rights and duties of children
on 27 May 1979, the President of the Democratic
Republic of Madagascar, Mr. Didier Ratsiraka, remind-
ed young people that their duties begin “in the home, in
the school, in Malagasy society as a whole, and finally
at the international level”, because, as he stated, “we
must carry out the class struggle not only in our own
country, but also on the interniational scene”.

188. On that same occasion, he mentioned the case of
many countries still under the yoke of imperialism and
racial discrimination and suffering all types of exploita-
tion, and he referred to the fate of the children living in
those countries. He encouraged children to support all
progressive international ideas, so that all the world’s
children might have the same opportunities for equality,
freedom and a peaceful life.

189. - It is in that same spirit that we support all the ac-
tivities carried out at the international level for the
benefit of children, and especially UNICEF. As tes-
timony to this support and despite our limited means,
my country has constantly made a regular contribution
to UNICEF each year.

190. We venture to hope, in conclusion, that the Inter-
national Year of the Child will not end merely with
ceremonies in observance of the Year.

191. We are pleased with the provisions contained in
draft resolution A/34/L.4/Rev.2, that provide for
specific measures of international scope designed to per-
mit the study of the most distressing aspects of
childhood. We hope that the Assembly will adopt this
draft by consensus, and that it will subsequently benefit
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from universal participation for the future of all
mankind.

192. The PRESIDENT: The Assembly will now take a
decision on draft resolution A/34/L.4/Rev.2 and
Add.1. May I take it that the Assembly adopts that
draft resolution?

The draft resolution was adopted (resolution 34/4).

193. The PRESIDENT: I now call on the represen-
tative of the United States.

Mr. Sinclair (Guyana), Vice-President, took the

Chair.

194. Mrs. COOPERSMITH (United States of
America): The United States Government is pleased to
participate in the General Assembly’s adoption of this
draft resolution, which has as its objective the continua-
tion of the momentum generated during this Interna-
tional Year of the Child with respect to the efforts aim-
ed at improving the situation of the children of the
world.

a

195. While we appreciate the general nature of this
resolution, we nevertheless wish to call specific attention
to the plight of the children in Kampuchea. UNICEF
has been designated as the lead agency within the United
Nations to provide not only relief assistance to the peo-
ple of Kampuchea, but also to co-ordinate assistance of-
fered by the international community.

196. We urge all nations and organizations to support
this international effort to save the lives of Kam-
pucheans, particularly tomorrow’s citizens, their
children.

197. The PRESIDENT: I call on representatives who
wish to be allowed to exercise their right of reply.

198. Mr. ERALP (Turkey): I understand that at a late
hour last night at the 38th meeting the representative of
the Greek Cypriot usurpers of power and long-time op-
pressors of their fellow citizens in Cyprus intervened
under the right of reply to add insult to injury.

199. Since a discussion of these vicious and baseless
accusations is entirely out of place during a debate on
the International Year of the Child, I shall confine
myself to saying that the so-called Government of
Cyprus is now aligning itself with the most dastardly
acts of terrorism.

200. To bring up tragic incidents dating back 65 years
on the very day when a victim of terrorism and
assassination, the son of the Turkish Ambassador to
The Hague, was being laid to rest, is nothing short of an
incitement to further acts of terrorism and dastardly
assassination, This is another item to be added to the
crimes of the band of Greek-Cypriot usurpers whose
violations of human rights and whose atrocities during
the dismal years 1963-1974 are faithfully recorded in the
Secretary-General’s reports covering those years.

201. Mr. BALETA (Albania) (interpretation from
French): In its statement yesterday afternoon, the Alba-
nian delegation briefly expressed its views and com-

ments on the factors worsening the situation of children
at tl‘lje international level. Among other things, we
stated:

‘“‘While mankind is confronted with a problem of
such importance as ensuring the life and future of
children, the American imperialists, the Soviet social
imperialists and other imperialists still continue to
plan for war and for death, pursuing their arms race
at the same time as they encourage and incite many
countries to buy weapons and to undertake adven-
turist conflicts and quarrels and to neglect the solu-
tion of problems whereby they could help their

202. Inview of the nature of the debate, the Albanian
delegation did not go into a detailed analysis of such
events in support of our statement. The People’s
Socialist Republic of Albania’s position in this regard is
well known. The head of the Albanian delegation at this
thirty-fourth session, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of
Albania, made it clear during the general debate a few
days ago [19th meeting]. Our delegation will have other
opportunities to present it later in this session.

203. Yesterday evening, the representative of the
Soviet Union attacked our statement, describing it as a
*‘calumny’’, and attempted to avail himself of the op-
portunity to launch a miniature propaganda campaign
designed to show black as white and to justify the ag-
gressive, bellicose and expansionist policy of the Soviet
Union. He even remarked that in order to judge the
policy of a Government, deeds and not words must be
borne in mind. It is precisely in the light of the deeds
and not of the words of the Soviet social imperialists
that we can affirm with the greatest cert: ade that all the
Soviet Union’s policies and strategies are purely im-
perialist, aggressive and bellicose.

204, We need only examine the words of the Soviet
social imperialists and compare them with their conduct
to see that behind their taik of peace, detente, disarma-
ment and friendship for peoples are dissimulate ag-
gressive designs, perfidious manoeuvers and some war
practices.

205. The list of the facts quite clearly reveals the true
aggressive and hegemonistic nature of Soviet social im-
perialism; it is too lengthy to go intc in a right of reply.
Nevertheless, there are grounds for recalling certain
matters.

206. The Soviet social imperialists, like the American
imperialists, base their foreign policy on exploitation
and hegemony by means of an arms race and through
military, economic and ideological pressure and
blackmail. They practice, for example, a typically neo-
colonialist policy in countries members of the Council
for Mutual Economic Assistance, and they use the ag-
gressive Warsaw Pact as an instrument for war and ag-
gression. The armed forces they have stationed in War-
saw Pact countries are in no way different from an army
of occupation: They arrogate the right to act in the ter-
ritories. of other States as if they were in their own
homeland, maintaining military bases and as many
military forces as they want.

207. It is not to defend peace but to wage war that the
Soviet social imperialists each year carry out numerous
major military manoeuvres of an offensive nature and
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maintain aggressive military fleets in the Mediterranean
and other seas and oceans. The Soviet Union, like the
other super-Powers and imperialist Powers, are strug-
gling to win new markets, secure zones of influence,
seize raw materials and perpetuate its neo-colonialism in
Asia, Africa, Latin America and elsewhere. The Soviet
social imperialists are practising interference and carry-
ing out hegemonistic activities under cover of assistance
and support for revolutionary forces and national
liberation movements, while, in fact, they are support-
ing counter-revolution and undermining national libera-
tion movements. The Soviet social imperialists, like the
other imperialist super-Powers, are fomenting armed
conflicts and disputes between various States; they seek
to corrupt and buy off régimes and cliques in many
countries and even undertake direct armed actions by
sending so-called experts and advisers, whether these be
military or civilian. The Soviet Union and the United
States have the most powerful war machines, which
constantly militarize their economies. Those two super-
Powers with the intention of sowing fear often ar-
rogantly declare that their arsenals of weapons for
nuclear or conventional war could destroy our planet
several times over and, at the same time, they continue
to build them up.

208. Surely, it is pure demagoguery when its represen-
tatives speak to us of disarmament and when they praise
the Treaty resulting from the second round of Strategic
Arms Limitation Talks, which is nothing but a bargain
struck between the two, designed to enable them better
to define the framework and the modalities of their
arms race in the years to come.

209. The strategy and the policy of the Soviet social
imperialists are inconsistent with what they tell us in
their propaganda even here. They have nothing in com-
mon with a policy of peace. They represent a policy of
rapacious imperialism which is aimed at extending its
domination over the entire continent. This hegemonistic
and neo-colonialist policy is similar to that followed by
the United States and, for some time now, by China.
The clash of interests between the imperialist super-
Powers in dividing the world between them is increas-
ingly wide in scope. Their demagoguery aimed at hood-
winking peoples and public opinion is continuing at the
same pace,

210. We should like to conclude this brief statement
by once again refuting the calumnies of the delegation
of the Soviet Union.

211. Mr. STEPHANIDES (Cyprus): I very much
regret having to speak again in yet another exercise of
the right of reply by my delegation to the statemeni
made by the representative of Turkey.

212, Itisindeed with much regret that I have to expose
the representative of Turkey for having used excessive
language that was hardly convincing, for he has vainly
atiempted to contradict the facts, the record and indeed
history itself which are well known to this body.

213. He called us “oppressors”. Qui accuse s’accuse.
Representatives know who the oppressor is in the case
of Cyprus. He called us “terrorists”, yet representatives
know that for the fifth consecutive year Turkey has
been practising State terrorism and organized terrorism
against the indigenous Cypriot inhabitants of the oc-
cupied area in order to force them to flee and abandon

rs
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their ancestral homes and lands. He called us “represen-
tatives of no Government”, yet representatives know my
delegation’s credentials and this Assembly well
understands the motives behind the absurdities uttered
by the Turkish representative.

- -

214. He perhaps spoke out of a guilty conscience.
Again, he rehashed the case 6f the Armenians. It is not
our intention to reopen wounds. Not at all; he himself
brought it up. But I want to assure him and represen-
tatives that my Government and the pecple of Cyprus
do not believe in terrorism. They believe in a noble
struggle, and they engage in such a struggle with tenaci-
ty and perseverance.

215. The representative of Turkey referred to the
alleged oppression, harassment and ill-treatment of the
Turkish Cypriot community by the Government of
Cyprus. This is a myth that has been effectively refuted
over the years through specific quotations from the
Secretary-General’s semi-annual report to the Security
Council. I should indeed be very pleased to furnish the
representative of Turkey, if he so wishes, with a full at-
testation of these facts by way of a formal letter to the
Secretary-General.

216. What does the representative of Turkey expect
from us? Does he really expect us to continue to be
ruthlessly oppressed by Turkish invading forces without
raising any protest? Are we expected to tolerate the
violation of the fundamental human rights of the in-
digenous Cypriot people? Are we expected to ignore the
fact that over 40,000 Cypriot children are deprived of
their fundamental human rights and condemned to live
a life of misery and deprivation? No, I am sure that we
are not expected to do exactly that, and I can assure the
representative of Turkey that we shall never fail to raise
our voices loud and clear as long as the oppressive
presence of Ankara in my country continues.

217. The PRESIDENT: The representative of Turkey
has asked to speak in exercise of a second right of reply.
May I remind members of the decision taken by the
General Assembly at its 4th plenary meeting that the
number of statements in the exercise of the right of reply
for any delegation at a given meeting be limited to two
per item and that the second statement be limited to five
minutes.

218. Inow call on the representative of Turkey in exer-
cise of his second right of reply, to be limited to five
minutes.

219. Mr. ERALP (Turkey): I apologize for speaking a
second time, but I feel that there is a question which re-
quires an answer,

220. The representative of the Greek Cypriot ad-

ministration asked the question: “‘What does he expect

of us?’’ Well, what we expect of him is quite simple, We

expect collaboration in the solution of the problem of

‘(jl_yprus, instead of vituperation addressed to this au-
ience,

221. He took me to account for not referring to them
as the Government of Cyprus. Unless and until the two
communities which form the Cypriot nation get
together and form a Government, a legal and legitimate
Government of Cyprus, there is no Government of
Cyprus. In the meantime, they can call themselves, if
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they like, the Empire of Cyprus. It does not make any
difference to the solution of the problem.

222. The PRESIDENT: The representative of Cyprus
has asked to speak in exercise of the right of reply. I call
on him on the basis of the same conditions that I have
just applied to the representative of Turkey.

223. Mr. STEPHANIDES (Cyprus): Mr. President, 1
am obliged to you for your patience and tolerance. I
shall be very, very brief.

224. First, the representative of Turkey knows full
well who is to blame for the failure of the commendable

efforts thus far exerted by the Secretary-General to ar-
rive at a just solution of the Cyprus probiem in accor-
dance with the relevant United Nations resofutions. He
knows full well that agreements concluded one after the
other are being constantly violated by the Turkish side.
Secondly, I regret to be ironic, but it seems that he is a
n. ity of one when he refers to my delegation as
repic. 1ting no Government. By the same token, I
would perhaps be introducing the norms of the jungle in
calling him the representative of the Turkish community
of Turkey, for example. If he so wishes, I could perhaps
in future address him in that manner.

The meeting rose at 1.30 p.m.





