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Carta de fecha 19 de julio de 2004 dirigida al Presidente
del Consejo Economico y Social por el Representante
Permanente del Reino de los Paises Bajos ante las
Naciones Unidas (en nombre de la Union Europea)

Con referencia a la carta de fecha 29 de junio de 2004 dirigida al Presidente
del Consejo Econémico y Social por el Representante Permanente de Viet Nam, y
especialmente a sus anexos, ambos distribuidos a todos los miembros del Consejo
(E/2004/91), la Unién Europea estima necesario sefalar las siguientes cuestiones pa-
ra que el Consejo pueda adoptar una decisioén plenamente fundamentada:

a) De conformidad con el tema 12 del programa, el Consejo examinara el
informe del Comité encargado de las Organizaciones no Gubernamentales y se pro-
nunciara sobre el proyecto de decision que en él figura, a saber, el proyecto de deci-
sion III relativo a la suspension del caracter consultivo de la organizacion no guber-
namental denominada Partido Radical Transnacional (TRP). Conforme a lo dis-
puesto en el parrafo 56 de la resolucion 1996/31 del Consejo:

“En los casos en que el Comité encargado de las Organizaciones no Gu-
bernamentales haya decidido recomendar que se suspenda o se retire el reco-
nocimiento de una organizaciéon no gubernamental como entidad de caracter
consultivo general o especial o su inclusion en la Lista, se comunicaran por es-
crito a la organizacion no gubernamental interesada las razones de esa decision
y se le dara la oportunidad de presentar su respuesta para que el Comité la
examine en forma apropiada a la brevedad posible.”

El Partido Radical Transnacional confirmé una vez mas su pleno compromiso
de observar rigurosamente las disposiciones del Consejo y presentd su respuesta fi-
nal a la Secretaria el 18 de junio de 2004 (véase el adjunto). En esa respuesta, el
TRP rechaza todas las acusaciones sobre la presunta extralimitacion de sus relacio-
nes con las Naciones Unidas, asi como todas las otras acusaciones formuladas en
contra del Sr. Ksor, Presidente de Montagnard Foundation, Inc. y miembro del Con-
sejo General del TRP, y aborda en detalle todas las acusaciones realizadas en contra
del TRP, especialmente las que se refieren a cuestiones relacionadas con el terroris-
mo, incluido el asunto de la afiliacion del Sr. Ksor a la organizaciéon (ya disuelta)
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denominada Frente Unificado para la Liberacion de las Razas Oprimidas (FULRO)
y, por ultimo, al tema del separatismo.

La Union Europea considera que, habida cuenta del respeto del derecho de res-
puesta, en el que se basan todas nuestras decisiones, es necesario comunicar a todos
los miembros del Consejo los elementos contenidos en la respuesta final del TRP —
que se adjunta a la presente carta— y que, a nuestro juicio, no han recibido hasta la
fecha el “examen apropiado” previsto en el parrafo 56 de la resolucion 1996/31.

A este respecto, la Union Europea desea poner en conocimiento del Consejo
que, durante el debate celebrado el pasado mes de mayo por el Comité encargado de
las organizaciones no gubernamentales, y de conformidad con el parrafo 50 de la re-
solucion 1996/31, un miembro de la Unidén Europea presentd una solicitud de sus-
pension del debate a fin de contar con mas tiempo para examinar en mayor profun-
didad el asunto que nos ocupa hoy. Tal solicitud fue denegada por votacion. Es la-
mentable que, en esta etapa tardia, Viet Nam haya decidido distribuir informacion
adicional sobre el TRP.

b) Con respecto a las observaciones formuladas en la carta del Represen-
tante Permanente de Viet Nam, la Unién Europea desea sefalar a todos los miem-
bros del Consejo que la condicion de entidad de caracter consultivo de una organi-
zacion ante el Consejo no deberia suspenderse en ningun caso simplemente por lla-
mar la atencioén del Alto Comisionado de las Naciones Unidas para los Derechos
Humanos debido a presuntas violaciones de los derechos humanos, especialmente
respecto de cuestiones indigenas y de libertad religiosa. De hecho, en el parrafo 57
de la resolucion 1996/31 se establecen los criterios con arreglo a los que puede sus-
penderse el caracter consultivo de una entidad. Ninguno de esos criterios se aplica al
caso del Partido Radical Transnacional; por cierto, el proyecto de decision III no ha-
ce mencion alguna de las disposiciones pertinentes previstas en el parrafo 57.

La Union Europea desea asimismo recalcar que, desde 2002, cuando se planted
la cuestion ante el Comité encargado de las Organizaciones no Gubernamentales, el
TRP ha respondido siempre puntualmente a las solicitudes que se le han formulado
para que presente respuestas especiales, y ha participado plenamente en el proceso
del Comité mostrando en todo momento una actitud totalmente abierta al didlogo y a
la cooperacion. Por otra parte, plenamente consciente de las responsabilidades que
derivan de su condiciéon de miembro del sistema de las Naciones Unidas, el TRP ha
observado siempre lo dispuesto en la resolucion 1996/31 del Consejo, asi como los
principios y propositos de la Carta de las Naciones Unidas.

Tras estudiar detenidamente las declaraciones hechas por el TRP en los ultimos
afios en el seno de la Comision y de la Subcomision de Derechos Humanos, la
Unidén Europea opina que en ningun momento ni el TRP ni Kok Ksor plantean, di-
recta o indirectamente, un menoscabo de la soberania o integridad territorial de Viet
Nam. El rechazo de toda forma de violencia, incluido por supuesto el terrorismo,
contra personas o Estados, estd profundamente arraigado en los principios y accio-
nes del TRP.

c¢) La Unién Europea tiene la firme conviccion de que esta dentro del mandato
del Consejo examinar la labor de sus comisiones organicas y organos subsidiarios, y
que en ningin momento el ejercicio de tal mandato ha de presentarse como “ilicito”.
Es una norma basica de la “democracia” que rige a esta respetable institucion que
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las decisiones tomadas por un érgano subsidiario sean examinadas por el 6rgano del
que dependen y, si asi se decidiera, modificadas por éste.

Por consiguiente, los miembros del Consejo, basandose en los informes deta-
llados del Comité encargado de las Organizaciones no Gubernamentales, deberan
poder expresar con toda legitimidad su evaluaciéon de las recomendaciones en ellos
formuladas, especialmente en lo referente a la delicada cuestion de la suspension del
caracter consultivo de una organizaciéon no gubernamental. En ningin caso debe
presentarse su derecho a volver a examinar y, en ultima instancia, revocar una deci-
sion adoptada por el 6rgano subsidiario, como un “intento ilicito”.

d) La Union Europea ha estudiado cuidadosamente los documentos distri-
buidos como anexos a la carta del Representante Permanente de Viet Nam. Por ello,
la Unién Europea desea senalar que algunos de los nuevos elementos presentados
por Viet Nam se han atribuido incorrectamente a la pagina de Internet de Montag-
nard Foundation. De hecho, pertenecen al sitio Web de otra organizacion que trata
de asuntos indigenas relacionados con Viet Nam, llamada “Save the Montagnard
People”.

Como observacion de caracter general, la Union Europea expresa gran preocu-
pacion por la decision de distribuir, como documentos del Consejo, informacion cu-
ya autenticidad no ha sido comprobada, especialmente en relacion con sucesos que
no han sido investigados de manera detenida e independiente ni por observadores
oficiales independientes ni por las Naciones Unidas.

No hay duda de que la situacion descrita por el Sr. Ksor en nombre del TRP si-
gue causando inquietud a escala nacional e internacional, y que de ella han tratado
varias declaraciones formuladas en fecha reciente por la Oficina del Alto Comisio-
nado de las Naciones Unidas para los Derechos Humanos y la Oficina del Alto Co-
misionado de las Naciones Unidas para los Refugiados, asi como por el Represen-
tante Especial del Secretario General para Camboya. Asimismo, diversas organiza-
ciones no gubernamentales internacionales respetadas han recalcado que la situacion
en la region sigue suscitando inquietud por lo que respecta a las prerrogativas indi-
genas y la libertad de religion o creencias de los “Montagnard”.

e) Debido a todas las razones expuestas, le ruego distribuya la presente
carta y sus adjuntos a todos los miembros del Consejo, junto con una copia de la
respuesta final preparada por el Partido Radical Transnacional, de conformidad con
lo dispuesto en el parrafo 56 de la resolucion 1996/31, que fue remitida a la Secreta-
ria el 18 de junio de 2004 (véanse el adjunto y sus anexos).

En nombre de la Union Europea
(Firmado) Dirk Jan van den Berg

Embajador Extraordinario y Plenipotenciario
Representante Permanente
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Enclosure

Transnational Radical Party

RE: RESPONSE TO THE RECOMMENDATIONM FOR SUSPENSION OF TRP
CONSULTATIVE STATUS

Please find attached the final response prepared by the TRP
to address the “written vreasons” for the recommendation to
suspend its consultative status for three years.

The TRP regrets the fact that none of its previous
documents has keen quoted or attached Lo those reasons. This, the
TRP believes, might pose a problem for an informative decision to
be taken by the Committee and the Council on the matter.

To this end, on behalf of the TRP, I formally request that
our previous responses, contained in documents E/C.2/2003/3,
E/C.2/2003/3/Add.1 and E/C.2/2003/3/Add.2, be circulated once
again to the members of the Committee and quoted in the final
report to the Council. )
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Attachment

Response by the Transnational Radical Party to the
recommendation for suspension of its consultative status for
three years adopted by the Committee on Non-Governmental
Organizations on 21 May 2004 by a roll-call vote

Introduction

The Transnational Radical Party (TRP) is a membership-based Nor-
Governmental Organization (NGO) in “General” category consultative status with the
Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) of the United Nations. Despite its name, the
TRP does not participate in any political election in any part of the world; the TRP
symbol cannot be used by anybody to run for office, including its members.

Members include everyday citizens as well as elected officials, both from
Parliaments and Governments, from some 20 countries. All members pay their dues on
an annual basis. The amount is set for 1% of the GDP of the member’s country of
residence.

The TRP is a Gandhian non-violent organization. In its activities and campaigns,
the TRP ftries to reach out to different democratic constituencies, through non-violent
means, involving its members in trans-national actions to call on national and
international institutions to uphold their principles and affirm the international rule of
law.

Since its affiliation with the UN in 1995, the TRP has participated in the works of
a variety of UN bodies on issues pertaining to the promotion of civil and political rights;
support for all bilateral and multilateral actions to promote human rights and
democracy worldwide; support of the activities of the UN ad hoc Tribunals and for the
establishment of a permanent International Criminal Court; support for the adoption of
a universal moratorium on capital executions by the UNGA; support for reform of the
UN Conventions on Drugs; support for the use of Internet Technologies the world over
to foster civil liberties and democracy; and support for freedom of scientific research and
for a civilian conversion of military expenses.

Over the last nine years, the TRP has sent delegations and circulated and/or
delivered statements at the 20% Special Session of the UNGA on Drugs, the Commission
and Sub-Commission on Human Rights, the Commission on Narcotic Drugs, the
Commission on the Status of Women, the Human Rights Committee, the Comunittee on
the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, the Committee on NGOs, the Durban World
Conference against Racism,- the Preparatory Committee for the UN Information
Technology Summit and the Permanent Forum on Indigenous lssues, as well as ather
seminars and meetings convened by the UN in New York, Geneva and Vienna.
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Throughout the 1990s, the TRP has strengthened its relationship with a variety of
unrepresented peoples and individuals in order to help them in the internationalization
of their issues and in trying to sensitize the United Nations system accordingly.

The TRP is currently engaged in a series of activities linked to the “Community of
Democracies” initiative launched in 2000 to promote coordinated work of democratic
countries, also within the UN system, in order to promote the realization of civil and
political rights the world over.

The TRP operates a website at www.radicalparty.org, where its activities are
publicized.

Background to this written response

Pursuant to paragraph 56 of Part VIII of ECOSOC Resolution 1996/31, on 27 May
2004, the TRP was invited to reply “as expeditiously as possible” to the “written reasons
- for the decision” taken by the Committee on Non-Governmenta] Organizations
(Committee) on 21 May 2004 by a roil-call vote.

On 15 June 2004, not having received the text of the Report of the NGO
Committee, as stated in a letter received on 27 May 2004 from the NGO Section, the TRP
has decided to comply with the request to reply “as expeditiously as possible” to the
Committee.

On 16 June 2004, the TRP received the written reasons for the recommendation to
the ECOSOC to suspend its consultative status for 3 years, with a letter that was
bringing to the attention of the TRP representative to the UN the fact that the Committee
would meet on 23 June.

, The TRP regrets that those written reasons only summarize the four passages at
the Committee without including any of the explanations provided by the TRP to the
Committee in its Special Report and Supplementary Report, and further clarification
submitted in 2002 and 2003.

The TRP believes that in order for the Council to take an thoroughly informed
action on the recommendation, which wag adopted by a roll-call vote, those texts gshould
be taken into due consideration by the members of the Committee and the Council itself.
They can be found in documents E/C.2/2003/3, E/C2/2003/3/Add1 and
E/C.2/2003/3/ Add.2. :



£/2004/97

The document circulated by Viet Nam on 14 and 21 May 2004 contains a number

-of allegations already presented in other documents submitted to the Committee in 2002

and 2003 as well as some new elements. As in previous documents, the object of the

complaint is Mr. Kok Ksor and a group called the Montagnard Foundation Inc. (MFI), a
non-profit organization incorporated in South Carolina, USA.

Viet Nam believes that Mr. Kok Ksor and the MFI are engaged in terrorist
activities to establish an independent “Degar State” and, therefore, that the TRP has
abused its consultative status in accrediting Mr. Ksor to the UN. Throughout 2002 and
2003, the TRP has submitted three responses to the Committee in which it has
addressed, point by point, all the allegations made by Viet Nam.

The TRF rejects all e accusations concerning the alleged abuse of its relationship
with the UN as well as all the additional allegations against Mr. Ksor, President of the
MFI] and a member of the TRP’s General Council.

In order not to proceed with its request to sanction the TRP, the first complaint
lodged in 2002 by Viet Nam invited the TRP to apologize for its accreditation of Mr.
Ksor, considering it an abuse of its consultative status, and not to accredit Mr. Ksor to
the UN. The TRP did not apologize and continued to accredit Mr. Ksor (who in his
capacity of representative of the MFI has been participating in UN meetings on
indigenous issues without problems since 1993), as it firmly believes that it did not
violate any UN rule.

Such an interpretation of the events at the center of the Vietnamese complaint
was also clearly offered by H.E. Ambassador Krzysztof Jakubosky of Poland on 23 April
2003, in an official communication to H.E. Mr. Nguyen Quy Bink, Permanent
Representative of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam. In his letter, the Polish
Ambassador, who was the Chair of the 58t session of the UN Commission on Human
Rights, writes:

"Dear Ambassador,

“Thank you for your letter dated 12 April 2002 referring to the presence of a
representative of the Montagnard Foundation Inc. at the 581 session of the Commission
on Human Rights. :

“At my request, the Secretariat of the Commission proceeds to a meticulous
implementation of the accreditation procedure of all observer participants. In this
particular instance, it was brought to my attention that the representative of the
Montagnard Foundation was duly accredited by the Transnational Radical Party, an
NGO in consultative status with ECOSOC. (emphasis added)
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“Additionally, the parallel event held on 15 April from 1 to 3 pm in room XXII,
which was referred to in your correspondence, was also organized in conformity with
paragraph 53 of document E/CN.4/2002/16.

“I am pleased to inform you that your correspondence, as requested, was
circulated as an official document of the present session of the Commission with
reference number E/CN.4/2002/176.”

The TRP believes that the letter of the Polish Ambassador should be taken into
due consideration by the Committee and the Council in their final deliberations
concerning the case of the TRP as it clears the TRP of any alleged wrongdoings.

To continue its collaboration with the Committee, the TRP will try address the

main allegations presented by the Permanent Representative of the Soc1al1st Republic of
Viet Nam to the UN on 14 and 21 May 2004.

On the issue of terrorism

As stated by several members of the Committee, allegations concerning terrorism
are always serious and need to be taken under consideration very carefully. As such,
they should be brought to the attention of other UN bodies that are better equipped to
deal with the issue.

Aware that there is not a consolidated definition of what is, or what can,
constitute terrorisin, the TRP believes that one of the constituent elements of terrorism is
- violence cartied out by surprise. The activitics of Mr. Ksor and the MFI, by their own
admission, are not only of a peaceful and non-violent nature, but are widely publicized
beforehand to draw the attention of the general public to their issues of concern, namely
indigenous rights and religious freedom.

The TRP wishes also to bring to the attention of the Committee that the MFI is not
present in any nationally or internationally recognized list of terrorist organizations.
This fact has also been presented by several delegations during the deliberations in 2003
and 2004.
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" On the issue of the “Degar State”

The documents produced by Viet Nam address the issue of separatism, quoting

from a passage that is taken from the MFI website,! which presents the platform of the
now dissolved organization Front Unifié pour la Liberation des Races Opprimées (FULRO).

The paragraph reads as follows: “The Degar people's sovereignty over the Central
Highlands must be restored, and the independence of the Degar people must be
guaranteed by the United Nations”. While Viet Nam considers this to be evidence of
current MFI activities, the passage should be taken in context, namely that it belongs to
the past history of FULRO, not the present activities of the MFL In other sectioris of the
MFT website, clarification of the “mandate” given to Mr. Ksor is clearly provided (this
issue is addressed in another section of this response).

On the affiliation with FULRQO

Some of the new information provided by Viet Nam is taken from a section of
MFI's website that is entitled “About Degar”, which concerns the history of the
indigenous hill tribes of Viet Nam's Central Highlands. In the first line of the main page,
it is clearly stated that, “We call ourselves Degar, a name coined by those who fought in
the forest for independence”; it must be noted that all verbs are in the past tense.

In the sub-section “Modern Hlstory a “Synopsis of Modern History” is
provided starting from* pre-1800”.

The Vietnamese document highlights three entries concerning events that took
place in 1986 and 1992, incorporating also quotes taken from other sections of the MFl's
website.

The first entry speaks of “200 FULRO fighters” who were resettled in the U.S. The
second, among other things, states that 400 other “fighters and their families were
forced to end their 17-year struggle. They requested political asylum, handed over
their weapons, and accepted resettlement in North Carolina”. The quote ends saying
that “Mr. Kok Ksor was sent to the U.S. by the founder, and leader, of the FULRO,
General Y-Bham Enoul, with a mission of gaining world assistance for the Degar
people. He was directed and empowered by the General to explore every peaceful
avenue for the reinstatement of the legitimate right of the Degar people under
international law”.

All three paragraphs are quotes of past activities that happened prior to the
affiliation of the TRP with ECOSOC. While it is clearly stated that there has been a

* http://www.montaghard-foundation.org/homepage.htmi,
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connection between Mr. Ksor and the founder and leader of the FULRQO, a connection
that dates back almost three decades now, the other passages stress the deposition of
weapons and the peaceful quest for indigenous rights under international law. These are
all activities that cannot be considered terrorist, nor in violation of the UN and its
founding documents.

On the April 2004 demonstrations

Viet Nam considers that the demonstrations organized on 10 April 2004, as well
as those that occurred in February 2001, were of a violent nature. It has been widely
reported by international news agencies that participants did not use violence either in
2001 or in 2004. Moreover, several international media outlets and respectable
international NGQOs, such as Human Rights Watch and Amnesty International, have
docurmented the excessive response of the Vietnamese Police and Army against
demonstrators as well as the fact that this response caused dozens of casualties and the
.displacement of hundreds of people in the jungle along the border with the Kingdom of
Cambodia.

The 2001 and 2004 demonstrations were organized and carried out peacefully by
the Montagnards in the Central Highlands of Viet Nam to raise national and
international public awareness on the tragic situation of the indigenous hill tribes of Viet
Nam with particular focus on land rights and religious freedom. Mr. Ksor has always
lent his support to internationalize those events by reaching out to international
organizations and media outlets that do not have access to the region.

As regards the events of Easter 2004, the TRP was informed on 8 April of the
decision taken by groups in Viet Nam's Central Highlands to organize a series of
demonstrations. The TRP immediately joined Mr. Ksor in alerting diplomats and the
press in the region through the MFI website, announcing what would have happened on
Saturday 10 May 2004. In fact, on 9 April, a press release was posted in the section
“Press Releases” of the MFI website (please see Annex 1). At the end of that press
release, the TRP and the MFI call on a variety of national and international
governmental actors to urge Viet Nam to respond to the UN Committee on Human
Rights and open up the Central Highlands for an international and mdependent
assessment of the sﬁuatlon, with particular focus on religious freedom.

Right after the April 2004 demonstrations, both the acting UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights, Mr. Bertrand Kamcharan, and the UN High
Commissioner for Refugees, Mr. Ruud Lubbers, and later in May the UN Secretary-
General Special Representative for human rights in Cambodia, expressed their concern
about the human rights situation of the Montagnard people.
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On the other annexes to the Vietnamese docurnent

Other annexes to the Vietnamese document are pages taken from the website of
groups other than the MFl. As such, these should be taken into consideration only as
the “opinions” of those organizations rather than as “facts”.

The TRP believes that its previous special reports submitted to the Committee
should be circulated as an annex to this final response.

Conclusion

In 2002, 2003 and 2004, the TRP has addressed Viet Nam-related issues through
Mt. Ksor and other TRP representatives to the UN without any complaints from the
country concerned. Moreover, Mr. Ksor has been invited to participate, on behalf of the
ME], in the 2002, 2003 and 2004 sessions of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues,
where he has also delivered statements without incurring any form of procedural or
substantive problems from the Secretariat of the Forum or from the delegation of Viet
Nam.

For two years, the TRP has actively participated in the work of the Committee,
respectfully providing all the documentation and information requested by the
Committee itself. Furthermore, over the last two years, and thanks to the contribution
made by Mr. Ksor on behalf of the TRP, the United Nations system, but also the
European Union system and the institutions of the United States, have begn informed
about the overall situation of the Montagnards living in Viet Nam's Central Highlands.
Their redctions to the information provided have systematically been of a very
concerned nature and, on several occasions, public and official statements and/or
requests have been released addressing some of the issues that are the object of TRP's
contribution to the work of the UN (please see Annex 2).

Finally, the TRP is an organization dedicated to the Gandhian principles of non-
violence. This is clear even in the symbol of the TRP, which bears a portrait of the
Mahatma Gandhi. The TRP does not condone violence from any quarter, whether
governmental or non-governmental. The TRP has consistently campaigned for values of
peace, human rights, self-government and international justice. It would be unthinkable
for the TRP to knowingly accredit a terrorist or the representative of a terrorist
organization to represent it.
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MONTAGNARD FOUNDATION, ING.
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ON SATURDAY ‘10 APRIL 2004 MORE THAN
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MONTAGNARD FOUNDATION, INC.

Dedicated to the Preservation of the Indigenous Peoples of Central Vietnam
P.O. BOX 171114, SPARTANBURG, SC 29301-0101, USA
Phone: (864) 576 — 0698 Fax: (864) 595 — 1940
President of the Montagnard Foundation: Mr. Kok Ksor
E-mail: kksor@montagnard-foundation.org
Web Site: Ittp://www.anontagnayd-foundation.ory
Or contact Spokesperson/adviser: Scott Johuson scottjGdmailZme.com.au

BRU TALR REPRESSION AGAINST THE CHRISTIAN |

. MONTAGNARDS IN VIETNAM
URGFNT APPEAL FOR THE IMMEDIATE INTERVENTION OF
DEMOCRATIC COUNTRIES

ON SATURDAY 10 APRIL 2004 MORE THAN 150,000 MONTAGNARDS WiLL

BEGIN A NONVIOLENT DEMONSTRATION OF PUBLIC PRAYER IN THE

CENTRAL HIGHLANDS OF VIETNAM, AGAINST THE VIETNAMESE

GOVERNMENT’'S DENIAL OF THEIR FREEDOM TO WORSHIP CHRIST. THE

MONTAGNARDS CALL ON THOSE COUNTRIES THAT RECOGNIZE FREEDOM{
OF RELIGION TO REQUEST ACCESS TO THE CENTRAL HIGHLANDS AND TO

MONITOR THE SITUATION, ALSO WITH SATELLITES, TO PROTECT THEIR

FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS.

WITHOUT THE DIREGT INTERVENTION OF LAW ABIDING STATES, THE UN, THE
EUROPEAN COMMISSION -~ THE REPRESSION AGAINST THE MONTAGNARDS
WILL BE“G_B'%EL AND BLOODY

THE UN SPECIAL RAPPORTEURS ON EXTRAJUDICIAL EXECUTIONS AND TORTURE; AND THE
SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS HAVE DENOUNCED AT THE UN
COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS THE KILLINGS OF MONTAGNARDS BY THE VIETNAMESE
MILITARY FORCES FOR THEIR SUPPORT TO THE MONTAGNARD FOUNDATION AND TO THE
TRANSNATIONAL RADICAL PARTY. STARTING ON 10 APRIL 2004 MORE THAN 150,000
MONTAGNARDS WILL START PRAYING IN PUBLIC TO CALL ON THE INTERNATIONAL
COMMUNITY TO INTERVENE TO STOP THE ONGOING REPRESSION AGAINST THE
MONTAGNARDS IN THE CENTRAL HIGHLANDS OF VIETNAM

———— P —————————————

These hours leading fo the Easter celebration in the Central Highlands of Vietnam - there is taking place a
brutal repression of the Christian Montagnard peoples. Starting tomorrow meore than 150,000
Montagnards will begin a collective public prayer ail over the Central Highlands of Vietnam to call on
the international community to estahlish a_monitoring presence in_the_ Central Highlands - AS
ALREADY REQUESTED BY THE UN COMMITTE ON HUMAN RIGHTS IN 2002, where for more than
three years the repression against the Montagnard people has been without mercy and with no
control, with thousands of beatings and torture, hundreds of disappearances in the jungle and
arrests, extrajudicial executions, rapes and occupation of land which represents the only means of
subsistence for the Montagnard populations.

it has been documented by the US Commission on International Religious freedom, by the US State
Department and the European Parliament that the Vietnamese Government does not allow the free exercise
of religious freedom and religious activities of the indigenous Montagnard people have been especially
harsh. With the beginning of their brayers the Montagnard will ask the Immediate intervention in the

region of the_international community to_protect them from the human, civil and cultural repression

that the Vietnamese regime has been carrying out since 1975.




IN PARTICULAR THE TRANSNATIONAL RADICAL PARTY AND THE MONTAGNARD FOUNDATION
APPEAL 1@) THE UN-SECRETARY GENERAL, TO THE HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS,
TO THE UN COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES, TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, THE
US _STATE|DEPARTMENT AND THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE, TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE
EURQPEAN COMMISSION AND TO THE EU COMMISSIONER FOR EXTERNAL RELATIONS, TQ THE
HEAD OF! GOVERNMENTS AND CORECIGN MINISTERS OF THE EU COUNTRIES — TO ASK THE
VIETNAMESE GOVERMENT TO RESPECT THE CONCLUDING OBSERVATIONS OF THE UN HUMAN
RIGHTS COMMTIEE OF JULY 2002 ALLOWING THE PERMANENT AND PERVASIVE

ESTABLISHMENT N THE REGION OF INTERNATIONAL AND INDEPENDENT OFFICES TO MONITOR
THE COMPLIANCE OF HUMAN RIGHTS '

I

During the current session of the UN Commission on Human Rights, the Special Rapporteurs on
Extrajudicial; Executions, on Torlure and the Special Represeniative for human rights defenders have
denounced, to the Commission the existence of reports related to the killing of seme Montagnards. also for
their support to the Montagnard Foundation and the Transnational Radical Pary, in the context of the
growing campaign ef repression put in ptace by the Vielnamese Government against the diffusion of the
Christian religion and of the peaceful movernent Lo obtain the restitution of lands.

‘Currently the Vielnamese government has maintained (ight securily measures over the central highlands
trying to prevent werd of abuses fram reaching the Interpational media and human rights groups. Reports of
executions, shootings and rapes have leaked out and while we have received numerous reports of such
abuses, we are only able to report on those wo have confirmed. The US State Department's recent Religious
Froedom Report of 18 December 2003 also stated, "There were unvetifiable reports that between one and

seven ethnitc minoity Protestants died in police custody or died as vesuit of beatings during the perfod
covered by.this report.”

The Montagnard Foundation has corifinrned Montagnard Christians- being executed by lethal injection and:

literally hundreds ofincidents of beatingsitorture of Monlagnards by Vietnamese authorities. it is highly llkely
that many more Montagnards have been killed through toriure or outright, by summary execulions though
these reponts of executions taking place In the remole jungle areas cannot be confirmed. These reports may
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explain the numerous reports of. disappearances (of Montagnards) and s likely another reason the:

Vietnamese .government refuses international monitors from having access to the region. The US Slate
Depariment stated in 2004, "There were credible reports that some members of slfinic minortlies In the

Centrat .;-Iiglfllarids and Northwest Highlands who were elthér arrested or detained did nat retum to their
families.

Human Rights Walch has howsver, confirmed some recent Killings. noting the quote below from its 21 April
2003 report when soldiers firod on flosing rofugess.

“On’ March 26,.2003 securify police and soldiers shot at a group of Jarai men who had gone inlo
hiding In the Dak-Doa district, Gla Lai. Five people escaped, but two meit were wounded and taken
to the commune center, where ono of the men, Suoc latar died. When his body was returned i(_) his
famify, his-skull had been sevarely crushed, apparently from additional bealings by secutity officers
at the commune cenler. The whereabouls of tire other man faken inlo custody, Hwi (Huy) are
untsmown.. A third Jarai man named Ly was arrested and beafen on March 27, but allowed to refun
to fils vittage.” (See also below at 26 March 2003).

We have howevet, confirmed the:reports below of killings, shootings, rapes and executions rgcalved qfrect
from the Cantral Highlands. 1t is noted that In some cases the namses and rank of the police or military
officers that perpetrated these crimes are identified.

13 DECEMBER 2003 » THROAT CUT - ARRESTED AND EXECUTED BY “MAJOR TUAN”: At 7:00 pm in
ihe evening, a group of paramilitary police officers from Dak Daa District surrounded the village of Plei O Dot
in the Gammune of la Bang, Dak Dac District, Gla Lal Provifice and arrested 2 villagers named "Nih" (41
years old) and "So" (44 years old). They both were Christlans and had registered themselves as supporters
. of MFI and the Transnational Radical Party (TRP), an NGO in consultalive status with ECOSOC, which the
Vietnamese Govetnment is trying o expel from the UN for its support to the Montagnard people and to the

1 Vietnam Supra nole 3 al section 1. b,
2 Human Rights Walch {briefing paper) New Ducurnents Reveal £scolaling Repression, April 21, 2003,
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Montagnard: Foundation. “Nih" was number-338 and "So” was number 373 on this list. Bolh of them were
taken to the prison in the district of Dak Doa and lortured by bealings, kicking and electric shock. "Nih”

refused to answer questions or renaunce Christ and Major Tuan from Dak Doa police teok a knife and
stabbed him in his chest and then cut his throat, ‘

The recorded data of these two peoples as supporlers of MFI and the TRP are availabie for national and
international authorities willing to invesligate the case. On December 15, 2003, the police took the body of
Nih to his family at Plei O Dot but refused to allow the family to perform the funeral and stated they wanted
the villageis to see what happens to those who the governoment does not ke, "Nih" was a Christian and had

been helping to feed refugees who were hiding i the area. We have since been unable to find out if the
dead body has been properly buried or not.

16 OCTOBER 2003 — SHOT FEARED DEAD: at around 12:00 noon, the Cong An (secuiity police) and
soldiers went into the village of Buon Cuor Knia, district of Buon Don, province of Daklak, and opened fire at
our Christlan brother, Y-Hoang Buon Krong; with an automatic AK 47 rifle, He was wounded with four bullels
and weas hospltalized at Buenmathuot Hospital. it is unknown whether he survived the shooting.

10 OCTOBER 2003 - SHOT FEARED DEAD:; al around 2 pm, a group of 12 policamen from the dislrict of

‘Krong Ana, province.of Daklak, opened fire at Y-Pho Eban in his house and in front of his wife. and c¢hildren

with automalic AK 47 rifle. His wife and children cried out to neighbors for help but the pofice tied his
pregnant wife to a house pole, beat her and stuifed & cloth in her mouth. Y-Phon Eban was wounded with
three bullets in his abdomen and he was hosplitalized at Buonmathuot Hospital. Before the police shot him
the Vietnamese government had sent 2 battallons of soldiers (excluding the Cong An pofice) 1o surround his

village (Bubn Cuoi village, district of Krong Ana, province of Daklak). It is unknown if he suwvived the
shooting. .

18 AUGUST 2003 - WOMAN RAPED BY POLICE OFFICER NAMED MAJOR NGUYEN_VINH CHiNH:
Major Nguyen Vinh Chinh, a police officer, with 100 Vietnamese soldlers from Daklak province went to the
village of Buon Yany-Reh, dislrict Krong Bong, province of Dakiak fo harass Christians in this area. They
forced thelr way into H'Duen Buondap's house. and searched her house thoroughly. They‘ confiscated !he
Bibles and hymn books found there and stole 150,000 VND, This was not enough and Major Nguyen Vinh
Chinh forced H'Duen Buondap in her room and raped her while his soldiers were with him in the house and
also were the family members of H'Duen. Afler that the officers searched each and every house in the
viliage and beal up villagers who resisted their cruel and inhuman actions.

26 MARCH 2003 SHOT AND BEATEN TG DEATH - CONFIRMED BY_ HUM/-\NI RIGHTS WATCH:
approximately 50 Vietnamese soldiers and securily forces conducled a sweeping operation .ln the area of Dk
Tok, [a Pet commune, Dak Doa district, Gia Laf province. At 7:00 am just West of Plei Bia Bre about 700

- meters they. encountered a group of Degar people who were walking lo the la Tor river for bathing. The

saldlers opened fire al these unarmed civilian Degar people and wounded two of them but the other 7 ran
away, The soldiers took the wounded to the commune office. One of the twouwounded died and tf_xey took
nis body to his-family at the hamlet of Plei Nglom Thung for burial. The family of the dead examined tha
body and they found out that his skull had been crushed. They conciuded fie died not because of the

_buiiet wound but because of being severely beaten after he was wounded. The name of the dead

Montagnard pérson is Swo¢ who was born in 1962, from the hamlst of Plei Nglom Thung, la Pet commune,
Dak Doa district, Gla Lai province. The name of the olher Degar Monlagnard who was wounded and

_caplured is. R'com Hul who was born in 1962, from-the hamlet of Plei Khun, Tra Ba commune, Pleiku city,

Gia Lal province. His whereabouts is unknown, Human Rights Watch cqnﬁrmed this Kkilling and state_d inits .
21 April 2003 report that, "When his body was relurned (o his family, bis stkull had been severely crushed,

parently from additional beatings by security officers at the commurie cenler. )
?g’MARCYH 2003 - WOMAN RAQPE[})/ BY PO{GE OFFICER NAMED “NGUYEN VAN }.INH": Vielnamese
governmeni securily officer named Nguyen Van Linh.in search of Montagnard Christians and Ianddnghts
activists entared the house of a Montagnard woman and stationed himself there. While he was waitiqg Ep‘r'
her husband to relurn Home so that he could arrest him, Nguyen Van Linh raped the woman r)an‘]ed H'Nui
with a gun pointed to her head.. H'Nui was borm in 1962, from the village of Buon Kl_'ang. dislrict of Krong
Ana, province of Daldak. She has sufferad exiremae physical and mental trauma from this ordeal.

3 Human Righls Walch, supra nale 9.
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FEBRUARY 2003 - BODIES OF 3 MONTAGNARDS MUTILATED - EYES CUT OUT AFTER EXECUTION;
At the ‘secret’ military camp at Buon Gu Mbiim, Krong Ana district, Dak Lac province Vietnamese soldiers
execuled 3 Morlagnards whose names are unknown on 27 February 2003. The soldlers summoned
approximately 100 villagers to ook at them telling the villagers "this is how you are going to end up if you
follow Kok Ksor and the Moentagnard Foundalion”. The soldiers also lold the villages not to believe in Christ
as it was agalnst the teachings of Ho Chi Minh. The villagers stated that the eyes of the 3 viclims had besn
cut ouwt. The soldlers then buried the dead bodies outside the

camp with
thelr feet prolruding from the ground warning ihe villagers not to . approach
them, ' :
31 JANUARY 2003 - TORTURED AND EXECUTED:
Vielnamese-aulhorities tortured and executed Y-Su Nie (pictured here) a
Degar Montagnard Christian aRfer injecting him with lethal ~ chemicals
on 31 tanyary - 2603. He was from Buon Mbhao village, Mdrak district, Dak
Lak provinece and had been in prison since 156 November 2002 when
soldiers arrested him for being a Christian. He was taken io
Buonmathuet prison and tortured by beatings and eleclric shock. Eventually
he was routinely taken out of prison {o .publicly denounce Kok Ksor and
Christianity in - front of Montaghard villagers. On January 30, 2002  they
handeuffed him and 1old him he “would soon die, bul because the
Vielnamese.government is merciful we will allow you to ses your family one
last time”, They then injected him with a chemical and reieased him. When

Y-Su Nie saw his family he cried and told them "the governmenti lel me come {o see you for only a feyv
moments because the police had injected poison in my body". The next day on January 31, 2003, Y-Su Nie
died at 10:00 PM. He was buried on.2 February 2003.

29 OCTOBER 2002 ~ THREE EXECUTED BY LETHAL INJECTION: Vietnamese Government Security
Forces executed by lethat injection in thelr prison ceils 3 Monlagnard Christians named: Y-Suon Mig, from
Buon Kuang village, Y-Hel Nie Kdam, from Buon Ea Tieo and Y-Wan Ayun, Buon Gram village all from
Daldak province. These 3 Montagnards were executed for taking part in the peaceful demqnstralions‘ of
February 2001, They were injecied by prison aulhorilies with an unknown drug and died in convulsing
spasms within rminutes on 29 October 2002,

14 FEBRUARY 2002 ~-WOMAN RAPED BY SECURITY OFFICER NAMED “TUAN": Montagnard woman
by the name of H'Cek was raped in front of her chifdren by a Vielnamese securily official by the name of
Tuan in the harrlet of Plei Al Hmol, in the district of Dak Doa, in the province of Gia Lal. Her hus_banq, Bler,
parlicipaled in the peaceful demonstrations. in February of 2001 and was invelved with .ll}e Ch'n'slmas
celebration in December of 2001, For these reasons, lhe Vietnamese government sent security OffICIhalS fo
arrest him. Unable to arest Bler who had gone Into hiding the security official named Tuan then raped. his
wife M'Celk in-front of her children.

MARCH 2001 - SHOT AND KILLED AT CHURCH SERVICE: a Montagnard Christian named Rmah Blim
was shat and killed by police while Vielnamese. authorities were burning down‘a Chyistian church at Plej Lao
village. {See also phote on cover of this report). Autherities burned down the village church and the BBC ran
a story "Fury al Vietnam Church Deslruction” on 28 March 2001, The US State Department confirmed his
“killing and teported 1- 5 Montagnard Christians killed. There are unconfirmed reports other Monlagnards
were also killed and several wounded.” :

19 OCTOBER 2000 —~ ARRESTED AND NEVER HEARD FROM AGAIN: Four years ago the Vietna‘mese
government.arrested Y Hong Nie a Montagnard or Degar hill tribesman from Buon Cu P'o hamlet in the
village of Cu Ewi in Dalk Lak province, Central Highlands. His crime was that he refused.lo give his apcos(ral
lands over 1o the communist aulhorities. The communist government's police had prevnous_ly threat'er?ed _Yf
Hong Nle and said they would kil him. This time they came and carrled out their lhreals. Y-Hong Nles Wlte
stood by helplessly as her husband was dragged from their longhouse. He has never been again by his
farnlly and Y-Hong Mie's farm is now under the control of the Vielnamese government

These are‘ just some of the thousands of examples of persecution our peo,}?le have suffered. L!nless
urgent ackion is taken by the international cammunity the Montagnards will suffer a human rights
catastrophe.

4 Vietham: supranote 4.
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“Qur people cannot continue suffering this way as the Vietnamese government continues (o arrest,
electric shocl torture, and kill our peaceful hill tribe people for being Christian or for frying to save
our anceslral lands from being confiscated™

Kouh Ksor, Muntagnard Foundation Easter 2004
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ANNEX II

HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION IN THE CENTRAL hIGHLANDS‘OF VIETNAM

In his 2003 Report, Mr. Peter Leuprecht, U.N. Secretary-Genaral Kofi-Annan's
envoy for human rights in Cambodia stated 49." There is Jinformation that
people assisting Montagnards have been harassed by local authorities, and
reports of forcible returns continue to circulate. This brings into question
Cambodia's will to comply with its international obligations under the 1951
Conventlon relating to the Status of Refugees. As the Special Representative
has stated repeatedly, Cambodia must comply with its [nternational
obligations under the 1951 Convention and its 1967 Protocel, in particular
the core principle of non-refoulement. The forcible deportation of refugees
and asylum-seekers to countries where they risk torture and lll-treatment
also contravenes Cambodia's obligations under article 3 of the Convention

against Torture and Other . Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment.”

Oon December 5, 2003, Mr. Peter Leuprecht, U.N, Secratary-General Kofi
Annan's envoy for human rights in Cambodia, stated that he had a "credible
report" about people who have been sent back to Vietpam "in a clear
violation of the fundamental principle of the ... refugee convention to
which Cambodia is a party." and that he had "reasons to believe that there
are people . in- the highlands on the other side of the border who have a
justified fear of persecution” by the Vietnamese government.

On December 18, 2003, the International Religious Freedom Report released by
the US State Department stated: "Foreign diplomats visited the Central and
Northwest Highlands several times durlng the period covered by this report,
although the provinces continued to provide "escorts" and plainclothes
"security." The Govermment continued to restrict or supervise closely access
to these provinces by diplomats, nongovernmental organizations (NGOs),
journalists, and other foreigners, making it difficult to verify conditions
in those areas”

On January -30, 2004, ing a reply to a parliamentary question tabled by the
Hon. Marco Pannella, MEP European Commissioner for External Relations Christ
Patten, stated: “As regards the situation in the Central Highlands, the
Union has constantly called on the Government of Vietnam to increase access
to the region for Union missions, as well as for the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and other UN bodies and representatives,
in order to allow a full and independent first-hand assessment of the
situation on the ground. The Government of Vietnam has allowed the Union to
undertake =- accompanled - Troika missions to the region, the latest in
December 2003. However, access remains controlied.”
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On April 20, 2004, the European Commission carried out a demarche with the
Vietnamese authorities:” expressing concern about the demonstrations that
took place 1in the Central Highlands during the Faster weekend and requesting
detailed information on the events that took place. The BU called on the
authorities to fully respect international human right standards in their
longer-term response to the protests of Easter weekend and to allow peaceful
demonstrations to take place. The EU also called on the authorities to re-
establish a Tripartite agreement with UNHCR and Cambodia and allow UNHCR
access to the Central Highlands to monitor the situation. The EU requested
access to the area for diplomats, international press, other UN agencies and
internationdl NGOs. Furthermore, the EU requested the authorities to
investigate the grievances of the ethnic minority people in the Central
Highlands, to address them and to respect their freedom of religion.”

Ccn April 22, 2004 Human Rights Watch stated "The international community
must act now and insist that Vietnam allow independent observers into the
highlands teo conduct a thorough and impartial investigation. We’ve received
alarming reports that scores of protesters were wounded during the
demcnstrations, and that some protesters were beaten to death.”

Furthermore on April 28, 2004, Amnesty International stated: "Whilst there
is no doubt that overseas Montagnard groups have been linked to the public
protests both In 2001 and April 2004, Amnesty International believes that to
blame ‘“outsiders” for the unrest avoids addressing fundamental and
underlying problems including land rights’ pressures from internal migration
and differences of religion and culture." and that "People reported to have
been unlawfully killed during the crackdown on demonstrators include those
listed below [8 peoplej. Amnesty International fears that the final death
tell is considerably higher and has further names of victims which are yet
to be corroborated.”






