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DEVELOPMENT AND INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION

LONG-TERM STRATEGY FOR SUSTAINABLE AND ENVIRONMENTALLY
SOUND DEVELOPMENT

Argentina, Austria, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belile, Bolivia,
~i~, Canada, China, ColombiA, C~Rica. ClechoslovakiAL
Denmark. Ecuador. ESl~t~nland, Guatemala, Guyana, Honduras,
India, Indonesia. KenYA, Lesotho, Malta, Mexico. Netherlands,
New Zealand, Nicaragua. Norway, Peru, Poland, Sweden, Tunisia~

Ukrainian Soviet SociAlist .B.epybl!c, Uruguay, Veneluela,
Yugoslavia and Zimbabwe I -revised draft resolution

The General AssemblY,

Recalling its resolution 42/186 ~f 11 December 1987, by which it adopted tho
Environmental Perspective to the Year 2000 and Be~ond as a broad framework to 9~ido

national action and international co-operation on policies and programmes aimod at
achieving environmentally sound development,

bcaBins.. also it.s resolution 42/187 of 11 December 1981, by which it wolcomod
the report of the World Commission on Environment and Development,

Noting that the United Nations Conforence on the Human Envir?nment, convoned
in 1972 in accordance with Assembly resolution 2398 (XXIII) of 3 December 1968,
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recommended that the Assembly convene u second Unit_d Nations confelence on t.he
subject, 1/

Believ.ing it highly desirable that a Uni.ted Nations conference on envl rorunont
and development be convened no later than 1992,

Aware that serious environmental problems are arising in all countries rind
that these problems must be progrpssively addressed through preventive measures dL
tl'qir source,

I;mphasizing the common goal of all countries to strengthen international
co-operation for the promotion of growth and developmert world-wide ClUe] recognizi.ng
that, in view of the global character of major environmental problems, there Is Cl

common interest 0: a]l countries in pursuing policies aimed at dchieving a
sU"ltainable and environrn'3ntally sound development withi.n Cl sound ecological bdlancH,

~ that the critical objectives for environment ~nd development policies
that follow from the need for sustainable and environmentdlly sound development
must include creating a healthy, clean and safe environment, reviving growt.h find
improving its quality, remedying the problems of poverty and the sRtisfact.Ion of
human needs through rairing the standard of living and the quality of life,
addressing the irsues of ryopulation and of conserving and enhancing the reGUUICll
tas., reorienting technology and managing risk and merging enviral~ent and
economics ~n decision-making,

A..\UU:.Q. that a SUpt'0l -.... ...-e inturnational economic environment which would rennl t.
in sustained economic growth ~nd development in all countrle~, particulaIly III
developing cO\.lntrles, is of majo.r ~11Ii,Jortance for sound management of the
environment,

ti2-Li..P..g the fact that the largest PIHt. of the emission of pollut.ants int.u Uw
environmen~, including toxic and hazardous wastes, origina~es in developed
countri~s, and therefore recognizing that thoso countries 118ve the main
responsibility for combating such pollution,

St.......,~sing the importance of sparing no ef1.orts in the protection cwd
rE'storation of the environmental balance and in taking effective meal:iure:, in i1ll
areas and regions,

R.~M.fj...I.!D.in,g the need for additional financial resources [ram the inletllati ollill
community to effectively support developing countries in identifying, analy~illY,

monitoring, preventing and managing environment pl'oblems in accordance with t.hfli r
national development plans, priorities and objectives,

V Re.p.9_r.L..Qf.....t.h~._U_~1~.te~LliQ.tiQ.n.:;;.. !::.Q.n(~ re.nC.!'t..Qn _.t.h~ ...UWT1.an J::.Ov.i ronme nt,
S.t.QcJ~t1.Q.lm.l..5_::.1..6....Jv..lle._jj}.1.~ (United Nations publication, Sales No. E."). I I .A. Jrl rInd
Corr.l), chap. IV, resolution 4 (I).
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Fp~t(j[mlng the no~d for developed cuuntries ~rld lh~ appropriate organs and
org~nizations of the United N~lions system tu ~trengthen technical co-operation
wit.h the utI-eloping coulIt1.iel:l to enuble them t.o develop and strengthen their
l~apac.it.y for idp.ntHying, analysing, monitoring, preventing and managing
pnvirol~ental pro~lems in accordrlnce with thelf national development plans,
priQritieH and objectives,

ReC;Q~Il.i.z.i.ng the importance of intHrnat' ()lIdl co··operl1tion in the research and
development of environmentally sound technology and the need for an international
exchange of expedence and knowledge as wl'll as the promot.ion of the transfer of
technology for the prot.ecti"Jn and enhancement of the Arlvironment, flspecially in
developing countries, ln kccordance with national laws, regulations anu policies,

l{e~J_O_UD\JlljJ the need for support by t.he intemational community in playing a
cl~ta lyt i c role in techni cal co-operation among developi ng countries in the field of
the onvlronmnnt, and invit.ing the appropriate organ!;; and organizations of the
United Nations syl:item to CO-OptH'Rte, at t.he L·eqllest. of the parties concerned, in
the promotion und strengthening oC such co-operatiun,

Aw~n~ that threats t.o the envi ronment oft.en have a transboundary impAct and
thei r urg~nt lIutul'e requires st.rengthened into] Ili-\t.iolli'll co-operative actiun,
int~r &lia, by assessing and providing early warning to the world community on
~wr i ')U6 envi rorunental thredts wi thin the framework of: Earthwatch,

Taking_ not.e. wit' ,9P.l:l.l:eC~.t\tJ9n of the prograss report of the Secretary- General
on the implementation or Gen~ral Assembly resolution 42/187/ 21

N.l,Ltil.l~._!.Y_Lthe..[ that, by resolution 42/187, the Assembly invited Governments,
in co-opfHatlon with t.he region.\! commis:>ions 3nd the United Natiolls Environment.
Programme and, as appropriat.e, intergovernmental organizations, t.o support and
ollgaqp in Collow-up act.ivities, such as conferences, ill". the lIational, regional and
qlubal levl~l ~ /

Not.in'J the importance uf exploring WilyS and means of how best to promote
H\l~t-.;:\ill,\ble and environrnenti'llly suund developnwllt in nIl countries, taking into
i1l'CO\lI1t nH;lllut.iQl)s 42/113li Bnd 42/113'1,

ConslJerlng in this context that the conference could, lnter ali~:

la) Review trpnds in volicies and action taken by all countries and
illLel"lHltionC\l 01.:, .. i~f\tioll:; la prutect and enhanr:e t.he envil'orunent and lo examine
how ellV i Lonment.t\l COllcernl; have been lucorpoI"i.\ted in economic and soc ial polic ies
and planning sinco the Uni ted Nations Conferencf! on thf! Human Environment in 1972,

(b) Aosess mnjol' envirollJlHml,\l problems, ritiks (\nd upport.unitie:; t'lssociat.ed
with cCOl1omi,: C\ctivitit''!s iu all countdet;,

2/ A/43/353-E/19R8/71.
s••t Copy AVllllbl.
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(c) M~ke reco~npndations for further strengthened internntionnl co-operative
action ~ithin u setL ~riorities to ba established by the conference; define the
x"esearch and developmt'llt effol't required to impl~ment such l"Elcommendatioi\s; and
indicate financial requirements for their implementation, together with a
definition of pORsible sources for such financing,

1. Q~~1~e5 to consider at its forty-fourth session tho question of the
convening of a United Nations conference on the subject of this resolution no late"
than 1992 with a view to taking an appropriate dacis~on at that session on the
exact scope, title, venue and date oC such a conference ~nd on the modalities and
financial implications of holding the conference;

2. Re..qu.ests the Secretary-General, with the assistance of the Executive
Director of the United Nations Environment Programme, to urgent.ly obt"in t.he view!";
of Goverrunents on:

(a) The objectives, content, title and scope of the conference;

(b) Appropriate ways of preparing for tha conference:

(c) A suitable time and place and other modalities for the conference;

and to submit those views to the Assembly at its forty-fourth session through the
Economic and Social Council and to make them available to the Governing Council of
the United Nations Environment Programme at its fifteenth session;

3. A.l..5.o+..eJI1"est.s. the Secretary-General, with the assistance of the Executive
Director, to obtain the views of appropriate organs, organizations aud programmes
of the United Nations system and relevant intergovernmental and non-governmental
organizations on the objectives, content and scope of the confet nee, and to submit
those views to t.he Assemhly at its forty-fourth session, through the Economic and
Social Council, and to make them available to the Governing Council at its
fifteenth session:

4. r"Ltbe.L~Q~~~ the Secretary-General, with the assistance of the
Executive Director, to prepare a statement of the financial implications of
preparing and convening the conference, and to submit that statement to ~he

Assembly at its forty-fourth session, through the Economic and Social Council, and
to make it available to the Governing Council at its fifteenth session:

5. lnyit~. the Governing Council to consider the documents referred to in
paragraphs 2 to 4 abovE and, on the basis of that consideration, to submit to the
Assembly at its forty-fourth session, through the Economic and Rncial Council, its
views on the matters referred to in the present resolution, in particular its views
on the objectives, content and scope of the conference.




