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Note verbale dated 13 May 2004 from the Permanent Mission of Cuba 
to the United Nations Office at Geneva addressed to the Office of the 
           United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 

 The Permanent Mission of Cuba to the United Nations Office and International 
Organizations based in Switzerland presents its compliments to the Office of the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Human Rights and has the honour to forward, annexed, the text of a 
statement by the Government of the Republic of Cuba on the brutal economic and political 
measures against Cuba announced by the Government of the United States of America on 
6 May 2004. 

 Not satisfied with the aggressive policy and genocidal economic, commercial and 
financial blockade applied against Cuba for over 45 years, which constitutes the most flagrant, 
massive and systematic violation of the entire Cuban people’s human rights, the Government of 
the United States is now proposing, through the imposition of new, even crueller measures 
against our country, to tighten the blockade and, hence, exacerbate the hardships and suffering of 
11 million Cubans, whom it seeks to subjugate by hunger and disease simply for the “crime” of 
standing up for their freedom, sovereignty and independence. 
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 The statement by the Government of Cuba is a strong denunciation of such brutality, 
which violates the human rights not only of the Cuban people but also of citizens of Cuban 
origin now resident in the United States and of the American people themselves, and disregards 
the most basic precepts of international law. 

 The Permanent Mission of Cuba hereby requests that the annexed statement by the 
Government of the Republic of Cuba* should be published as an official document of the 
Commission on Human Rights at its sixty-first session, under item 9 of the provisional agenda.  

                                                 
*  Reproduced in the annex as received, in English, French and Spanish. 












