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THE SITUATION IN KAHPUCHEA

Letter dated 5 November 1919 from the Permanent Renresentative
of Viet Nam to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary

General

I have the honour to transmit to you herewith a statement by the Ministry
for Foreign Affairs of the People's Renublic of Kampuchea and request you to have
this statement and this letter circulated as an official document of the General
Assembly, under agenda item 123.

(Signed) HA VAN LAU
P,.mbassador Extraordinary

and Plenipotentiary,
Permanent Representative of the
Socialist Republic of Viet Nam

to the United Nations

19-28143 / ...



fl /3·h 165::,~

~.nr'·lisl:!.

~'\n~1ex

j?ri.,oE- 1

S7ATE~,1ENT .BY Tm~ ",lI~\nS':'RY FOP Fnn}~In~'; :A,FY~I?S C? ~:r:rE PF(!"PLF' S
RJ!:?t1?\LIC C'T~ :(:A?':F~TCHYI\

On the eve of the international Plc6gi~p: Conference.? f'or -Srrf:;~~,:pl'lc~\r Fum.an1..lu?r12,n

Relief to the "People of Kampuc'b.ea, to bp con\renef! b·r the [)2cret<-:-'.-ry~r:'ren?Tal of
the United Nations on 5 Eoverrber in T:TeT'T Yor>:". 9 the lfinistl'Y for Fo:ceip:n Affairs
of the People i s Hepublic of ~'~a:(rrDuchea considers it neces38,ry' to rilake the fol1mri.np:
clarifications concerning the position of the Peopleis Revoluticnary Council of
KaTI~puchea.

1. The People: s Revolutionary CO'Llncil of T\'ampuchea is gratefuJl,y receiving
fooc1 aiel given 'y,!ithout politicA.l conditions by se"'ireTEll countries ano international
orp;s,niz8.tions to relieve the fp'ynine inherited -C>rom the genocidal regiwp of the
Pol Pot·-Ienr:: Sary clique ~ the tool of ChinesC:' 8xnansionis:rn.

rr'he PeoDle i s Revolutionary Council of KampuchE'[J. has receivert to date morc
than 200,000 tons of food-stuffs and othar ",oods from the ~oviat Union, Viat Dam,
and other Soci~list cou~tries~ as well as about 2,000 tons from the International
:qf:':>d Cross, UNICEF, OXF.?\J,r, the Secours Populaire Fransais, T..iorld Vision, and so on.
'1"'he fact that such quantities of aid have been received and distribnted cJ.e8rly
shm·Ts the baselessnC'ss of the campa.ign of m.isinformation ancl sle.nc.er cono.ucted
by the inroerialists and reactionaries conceYD.in[,: I'That they clairr to be lack of
G;occlvd II and an unco-oonerativc atti turle by the people is authorities in Kanmuchea.

2.. T'his external aid together with mut1..l.al assistance end (AD~ m-Tn fOOG r-,,:,oQFction
has enabled us to aVl~rt the threat of faTl1ine in severE',} rc?;:ions of our country.
Durino:; the I:cxt t 1tlO months, 570~OOO hectares of rice m\rait harvestinr:~ \·,/h.:i.le
200 ~ OJO hectares of dry season crops ~,Till be of r:reat value in the: bet,,:-reen,-sc-C'won
perioD. next year.

The fact that this could be achieved in a country which has suffered a
va.st upheaval, by a popul2.tion i-Thich has been bled vhite and lost three million
chi10ren and has returned to work its native soil with its bare hands~ is a
p;reat victory for the People's RepUblic of KamDuchea~ and affords eloquent
testimony to the vitality of the KaT'1YJuchean neoIJ1e and their trust in an0.
support for the People's :qevolutionary Council of Kampuchea vhich controls the
vrhole of the country and governs it as the sole authentic and legal represent3,tive
of Kampuchea.

3. The People is Revolutionary Council firmly CODc1emns manOf'uvres desir:necl. to
abuse humanitarian aid in order to interfere in the internal affairs of KaF1puchee.
The Council particularly condemns the United States Governmentis attempts to
overdramatize the food situation in Y'"arnpuchea) and to 0.cma,nd the opening of a
land route across the rrhai border as a condition of United States aid and as the
only solution to the problem of food shortage in Kampuchea.
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It is l:::nm,m that the Unit.rd States ~ "\,ritb the connivance of the reactionaries
of Pel;:inr- ~ has use,} TJ:"'hai territory to !:"eccive and TiYovision the armed bands of
l:lol Pot-Ieng Sary and Sercika which, havi:np,: been d.riven off by the Kp..mpuchean
neor-Ie, I"ftve Ye-groupec_ in certEin places ELlong the frontipr.. Thi;::; is the
ex:pl'J.,~lation for 3.11 the fuss '(:Thich has been drummed UT' about an access road
across the frontier ~ even though the Int,ernational B.eel. Cross ano. UNIC~F "-'1..1'e both
representee: in Phnom 'Penh and are duly authorized to dis cuss \od th the Kamuuchean
ctuthori ties the means of getting aio_ to Ka.lnpuchee, but have never raised that
liroblen~.

)1 r:r'he PeoDle' s Revo1utionary Council of Kampuchea h8.s already received_ and
oistributec3 a considerable amount of foreign aid received throup:h the port of
l(orwoDp Som, Pochenton~ air~ort ano other routes. In anticipation of a possible
increase in such aid the People's ?evolutionary Council has consulted and
ae;re2cl vd.tl1 the [o'vernment of the Socialist Penublic of \.Tiet !'Tam reGarding the
op02ninp of the l"Tet:_onp River to navir:ation and the use of the port of Phnom Penl1
for the reception of international aid. The Peopleis Republic of Kampuchea is
nm,T able' to absorb any amount of humanitarian aid, and with Phnom Penh in the
centre of KRmpuchea as a base ve caD send aid to any region of the country
includinr those alonr- the !J1hai border.

5. TIle Peonle 1 s Republic of Kampuchea is an independent sovereign State. Its
foreip;n Dolicy is one of peace, friendship and co-operation with all countries
without discri~ination. Accordingly~ the People's ~evolutionary Council of
Ka~puchea is prepared to receive assistance and co-operation on a bilateral or
muItilHteral basis "\vithout political cOD0.i tions . The People I s Revolutionary
Council does not make recognition of the People t s Republic of Kampuchea a prior
condition of humanitarian aid to the people of Kampuchea.

As the authority compete-nt to receive international aid and distribute it
efficiently, the PeopJe's Revolutionary Council is ready to hold discussions in
a spirit of equality an~ mutual respect with any countries and international
orr;cmizations willinf to give aid to Kampuchea') and to assist their humanitarian
efforts on the basis of strict respect for the sovereisnty of the People's
'Republic of Kar:'rpuchea and of non-interference in the internal affairs of Kampuchea.
IJ'he PeoDle t s Devolutionary Council of Ke.mpuchea vTiI1 receive warmly all those who
arc inspired. by good\o.riIl to study on the spot how thpy can help to avert the
dan{':er of famine in Kampuchea.

Phnom Penh, 4 November 1979


