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CIVIL AND POLITICAL RIGHTS: 
CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTION TO MILITARY SERVICE 

 Albania*, Armenia, Australia, Austria, Bosnia and Herzegovina*, Brazil, Bulgaria*, 
 Canada*, Costa Rica, Croatia, Czech Republic*, Denmark*, Finland*, France, 
 Georgia*, Germany, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Netherlands*, Norway*, Poland*, 
 Portugal*, Republic of Moldova*, Romania*, Russian Federation, San Marino*, 
 Serbia and Montenegro*, Slovakia*, Slovenia*, Spain*, Switzerland*, The former 
 Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia*, United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
                                  Northern Ireland:  draft resolution 

2004/…  Conscientious objection to military service  

 The Commission on Human Rights, 

 Bearing in mind that it is recognized in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and 

the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights that everyone has the right to life, liberty 

and security of person, as well as the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion and the 

right not to be discriminated against, 

 Recalling all its previous resolutions on the subject, in particular resolution 1998/77 

of 22 April 1998, in which the Commission recognized the right of everyone to have  

     
*  In accordance with rule 69, paragraph 3, of the rules of procedure of the functional 
commissions of the Economic and Social Council. 
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conscientious objection to military service as a legitimate exercise of the right to freedom of 

thought, conscience and religion, as laid down in article 18 of the Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights and article 18 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and 

general comment No. 22 of the Human Rights Committee, 

 1. Takes note of the compilation and analysis of best practices in relation to the 

recognition of the right of everyone to have conscientious objection to military service as a 

legitimate exercise of the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion, and the provision 

of alternative forms of service contained in the report of the Office of the United Nations 

High Commissioner for Human Rights (E/CN.4/2004/55); 

 2. Expresses its appreciation to those Governments and others who contributed 

material for the report; 

 3. Calls upon States that have not yet done so to review their current laws 

and practices in relation to conscientious objection to military service in the light of its 

resolution 1998/77 of 22 April 1998, taking account of the information contained in the report; 

 4. Encourages States, as part of post-conflict peace-building, to consider granting, 

and effectively implementing, amnesties and restitution of rights, in law and practice, for those 

who have refused to undertake military service on grounds of conscientious objection; 

 5. Requests the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights to prepare an 

analytical report which would provide supplementary information on best practices in relation to 

conscientious objection to military service, drawing on all appropriate sources, and to submit this 

report to the Commission at its sixty-second session under the same agenda item. 
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